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^The absence of any administrative necessity for the information, 
the want of the needful official machinery for collecting details and 
compiling statistics, and, at the same time, the excellence of Maclean’s 
Guide to Bombay were considered reasons enough for excluding the 
Town and Island of Bombay from the Gazetteer series of District 
Statistical Accounts. 

Nearly three years ago the Secretary of State expressed the wish 
that a Statistical Account of the Town and Island of Bombay should 
be prepared. A scheme was drawn up, and, in anticipation of sanction; 
a small establishment was engaged, and the necessary pre liminar y 
examination of the Secretariat Records was begun. The preparation of 
any suitable account of the Town and Island of Bombay implies the 
engagement of a large and highly paid special staff. Objections which 
could not be overcome were raised to the scale and the cost of the 
proposed scheme. The undertaking had to be abandoned. Meanwhile 
the small staff at work on the Secretariat Records had extracted and 
arranged a mass of materials. 

The issue of these notes in printed form is due to the consideration 
of the Government of Bombay, who were unwilling to see wasted the 
Work and pay spent on this preliminary to any suitable official account 
of Bombay. These present materials are of necessity rough and 
disconnected. From the large number of missing important papers, 
they are also fragmentary. Further to some extent they repeat papers 
already published in Mr. Forrest’s carefully chosen Selections. Still the 
minute and intelligent care with which, as formerly in preparing the 
Gazetteer Land Administration Chapters, Mr. Krishnarao Narsinh has 
examined the Records, has I believe secured the merit of accuracy and 
of such completeness as the state of the Secretariat Records allows. 

The Chapters on Trade, Capital, and Justice have been revised and 
prepared for the press by Mr, A. M, T. Jackson, I. C. S., and on all 
points connected with Portuguese names and history ready help 
has been received from Dr. Gerson Da Ounha, 

For the benefit of a future Compiler the scheme for the Statistical 
Account of Bombay for which funds have not been found available, as 
Well as a list of important papers Hot available in Bombay but 
believed to be available at the India Office in London, are printed as 
an Appendix. 

Bombay Customs Housed ^ CAMPBELL, 

let September 1893. f Collector of Bombay* 
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Page 87, note 1, for No detail» read Suck details as. 

Page 87, note 1, after referred to read art given below at page 437. 

Page 146, line 17, for perhaps Mohopdda above Panvel read Mohopanth or the False 
Channel and see details below at page 439. 

Page 227, line 17, for Khdrbhao read Khdrbmo. 

Page 280, note 4, for Feb. read Sept. 

Page 280, noto 5, after 1761 read , 37. 

Page 281, line 1, for French War (1744 to 1803 ) road French War (1744) to ISOS. 

Tage 286, in the margin, for 1774 read 1747. 

Page 337, against Bombay Coolies, under Batty, for 51—8 read 55 — 3 . 

Page 439, note 5 a. In asserting the absence of connection between Butcher's Island 
and watermelons anethor passage in Fryer’s New Account was overlooked. At 
page 76 Fryer says ‘ The Putachoos, a garden of melons, were there not wild rata 
that hinder their growth.’ This reduces the probability that the suggested 
meaning-making origin of Putachoes from BhcUiche is correct. 





BOMBAY TOWN AND ISLAND. 


CHAPTER I. 

HISTORY. 

Acquisition to Union of Companies, 1661-1708. 

The following papers giving details regarding the Marriage Treaty 
between King Charles II, and the Infanta of Portugal concluded 
the 23rd June 1661 and the hindrances thrown in the way of the 
British acquisition of the island of Bombay are extracted from the 
Bombay Secretariat Records. 1 The copies were obtained in Septem¬ 
ber 1794 by one Miquel de Lima e Souza of Bombay from folio 340 
of the Manuscript Library of tho Secretary of State at Goa. 2 

Treaty between the Most Serene and the Most Potent Kings 
Affonso VI. of Portugal and Charles II, of Great Britain, 
of the most strict peace between one and the other kings and 
principally of the marriage which shall be celebrated between the 
Most Serene King of Great Britain and the Most Sereno Princess 
Infanta of Portugal made and concluded by His Excellency the Most 
Noble Francisco de Mello, Count da Ponte, His Majesty’s Ambassador 
Extraordinary, for and on behalf of the King of Portugal and the most 
noble and illustrious gentlemen, Edward Earl of Clarendon, High 
Chancellor of England; George Duke of Albemarle, Master of Horse 
to the King and Captain General of the Armies of Great Britain and 
Ireland; Thomas Earl of Southampton, High Treasurer of England ; 


1 Foreign Powers Treaty Volume 39 of 1796 and Secret and Political Diary 53 of 
1796. 1726-1767. Forrest’s Selections, Homo Series, II. 307 - 374. A postscript to a 
Bombay Government letter to the Governor General in Council of tho 3rd October 
1796 in Bombay Government Diary of 7th October 1796, shows that these papers 
were procured from tho Goa Archives in 1796 in connection with an application of 
the Portuguese Government to appoint a Portuguese Consul-General in Bombay, 
Secret ana Political Diary 53 of 1796, 1704-05 and 1709. 

2 The chief English references to Bombay between their establishment in Surat in 
1612, and the cession of the island of Bombay by the Portuguese in 1601, are : In 
1626 the Court of Directors propose that the Company should take Bombay (Bruce’s 
Annals, I. 273). Apparently in consequence of this proposal in 1626 the English in 
Surat suggested to the Dutch that they should join in taking Bombay and should 
divide it (Bruce’s Annals, I. 273). Accordingly in October 1626 a joint force of Dutch 
and English lauded on Bombay and burned the Great House or (Jastle but withdrew 
without any attempt to retain possession. (Details of this expedition and copies of 
David Davies’ Sketch Map of Bombay Harbour {1626) are given in Sir G. Bird wood’s 
Report on the Old Records of the India Office (1891), 214-215, and with local identi¬ 
fications in Douglas’ Book of Bombay, 1.37-4Q)t In 1640 Bombay is mentioned (Bruce’s 
Annals, I. 366) as the best place on the Wert Indian Coast. In 1662 the Surat Council 
recommended that Bombay and Bassein should be bought from tho Portuguese. 
Bruce’s Annals, I. 472. 
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James Duke of Ormond, Steward of the King’s Household; Edward 
Earl of Manchester, Chamberlain of the King’s Household ; Edward 
Nicolas and William Morris Knights of the Golden Order, both First 
Secretaries of the King and Commissaries on the part of the King 
of Great Britain: 

Whereas after having duly considered and deliberated upon every 
particular it was mutually agreed between the Most Serene and 
Potent Affonso, by the Grace of God King of Portugal and of the 
Algarves, and Charles, by the same Grace of God King of 
Great Britain France and Ireland, That the Most Serene" and 
the Most Potent King of Great Britain shall, with the utmost 
expedition that the completing of so great a business will admit 
of, espouse the Most Excellent Princess the Lady Catharina Infanta 
of Portugal in order at the same time to establish a more solid and 
durable peace between the two Crowns and promote the mutual 
interest of the people of both nations, as it will henceforth behove 
each of them to consult the advantage of the other, no less than if 
they were immediately its own, it is hereby covenanted and 
concluded: 

1. That all Treaties made to this time between Portugal and 
Great Britain shall be ratified and confirmed in every particular 
and to all interests and shall, by this present Treaty, receive so equal 
a force virtue and validity as if special mention were or should 
lmvo been made of every and each article word for word therein 
respectively contained. 

2. The King of Portugal with the assent and advice of his 
Council gives, transfers, grants and confirms, by these presents, to 
the King of Great Britain, his heirs and successors for over, the City 
and Castle of Tangier with all its rights, profits, territories and 
appurtenances whatever together with the revenue and income, the 
direct, full, and absolute dominion and sovereignty of that 
fortress, and the aforesaid territories, with all their royaltic 
entirely and absolutely, and also covenants and promi 
the full and peaceable possession shall be given of the said city 
and fort and other premises with all possible expedition, and that 
the same shall be freely and effectually delivered to the King of 
Great Britain for his use in pursuance of this cession. And it is 
agreed that as soon as this Treaty shall be signed by the King of 
Great Britain and the contract of marriage between the said King 
and the Lady Infanta shall take place according to the terms of 
this Treaty, the said King shall send to Lisbon five ships of war or 
as many as he shall judge proper, which shall there receive directions 
to sail for the port of Tangier and to remain there, both for the 
purpose of transporting the troops, and securing the place: And as 
soon as the Governor of that place shall have made known that 
he has executed the directions of the King of Portugal .concerning 
the delivery of the same place, and the said Treaty bo ratified and 
confirmed by the King of Portugal, the King of England shall be 
acquainted with the greatest expedition possible : When the King of 
Great Britain shall immediately send to the port of Lisbon a 
squadron or fleet of twelve ships of war which within four or five 
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days after its arrival there, shall receive orders to go ami receive 
and take possession of the City and Fort of Tangier with all other 
premises thereunto belonging for the use of the King of Great 
Britain which city with its fort territories and other premises shall 
he ceded to, and remain under, the absolute dominion and sover¬ 
eignty as well as in the possession ol‘ the King of Great Britain, 
his heirs and successors, and become annexed to his Imperial Crown 
for ever. 

3. That all the military and other inhabitants of the aforesaid 
City and Fort of Tangier, or as many of them as shall choose to 
remain and reside there, shall be treated on the most friendly foot¬ 
ing. The free exercise of the Roman Catholic Religion shall bo 
permitted to them, and in all civil matters they shall obey the 
King of Great Britain as his subjects living in the dominion 
of the said King of Great Britain. And they shall be ruled and 
governed by the same laws and customs as have hitherto been used 
and approved in the aforesaid town and castle. But should any 
soldiers or other inhabitants of whatever condition they may be 
choose to return to Portugal, they shall sell and dispose of all their 
estates and effects, and be then transported to Portugal for which 
purpose the King of Great Britain shall afford them ships whenever 
they may ask for them, together with such train of artillery and 
cannon as may without detriment be spared from the Fort of 
Tangier. 

■ 4. As soon as the city of Tangier with its forts and territories 
shall (in pursuance of this Treaty and the date of its transfer and 
absolute dominion to the King of Great Britain) have been effectually 
delivered for the use and possession of the said King of Great 
Britain, the fleet shall return to Lisbon and there the Lady- 
Infanta shall be received on board the flagship with such tokens 
of joy and manifestations of respect and such other formalities as 
become the high rank and dignity of her person. 

5. The King of Portugal promises and binds himself by these 
presents to give to the King of England as a dowry with the said 
Lady Infanta two millions of crowns or Portuguese crusedos, of 
which one-half shall ho laden on board of the said fleet before the 
Princess herself, and the said half or so large a portion of it as may 
consist of money shall forthwith be delivered (to be carried after¬ 
wards to account) to such persons as the Kiug of Great Britain 
shall depute to receive the same in his name and for his proper use: 
But such portion of the above half, so embarked on board of the 
fleet as shall consist of jewels sugar and other merchandise, shall 
not be carried to the account of the King of Great Britain, but shall 
be imported into the river Thames, to be delivered to those persons 
whom the King of Portugal shall authorize to receive. And these 
persons shall be obliged, and the King of Portugal doth covenant 
and bind himself for the payment, that these persons shall really 
and truly make within two months after that part shall have been 
delivered to them, effectually accouftting and paying the said King 
of Great Britain the full and entire value of the same in English 
money as agreed upon. In regard to the other half of the dowry 
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amounting to one million of Portuguese crasados, the King of 
Portugal obliges himself to pay within the space of one year from 
the time of the Princess’ arrival in England, that is to say, in two 
instalments, the one within six months next following and the other 
within the term of the said year, both payments to be made in the 
city of London out of the produce of the jewels and other mer¬ 
chandise to be transported on board the ships of the said King of 
Great Britain as aforesaid, and such portion of this half as shall 
consist hereof shall bo imported into England and delivered to those 
persons whom the King of. Portugal shall depute to receive, and 
these persons shall be obliged as above mentioned to account for 
and pay to the King of England the full and entire value thereof 
in English rnonev. 

6. From the time that the Most Serene Infanta shall have been 
received on board the Royal Fleet the said Lady together with all 
her retinue shall be transported to England at the expense and 
charges of the Most Serene Lord the King of Great Britain who, as 
soon as he shall be apprised of this most desirable news of Her 
Majesty’s arrival in England, shall hasten with all possible expedi¬ 
tion to receive her, and her reception shall be attended with all those 
marks and demonstrations of affection corresponding to the dignity 
of so great a personage and His Majesty’s wish. And at this time the 
instrument of marriage shall be publicly recited to which both the 
Lord King and Lady Infanta shall personally give their assent, and 
every thing else that can be made for the greater solemnization and 
completion of the above, shall be done in such a manner as to answer 
the wish and expectation of the most Serene King of Portugal. 

7. It is also covenanted that the Most Serene Queen of Great 
Britain and her family (or her household) shall be permitted the 
free exercise of the Bomau Catholic religion, For this purpose in all 
the palaces or royal houses in which it may please Her Majesty at 
any time to reside, she shall have a chapel or other place particularly 
destined for such use (and this at all events) in the same manner 
as it was formerly allowed the Queen Dowager and shall have with 
her that number of chaplains and ecclesiastics the said Queen had, 
with the same privileges and immunities- Besides this the King of 
Great Britain promises that he shall neither offer his espoused any 
molestation in matters of religion and conscience, nor suffer any 
person whatever to do so. 

8. That the King of Great Britain shall, within the space of 
one year after the Queen’s arrival in England, assign and secure 
to her, as a nuptial gift and jointure, thirty thousand pounds a 
year of English money, as also a palace or a royal house at least 
wherein Her Majesty may reside and dwell, which shall be fitted 
out and furnished in a manner suitable to her dignity, and of which 
she shall have the use during her life in case she should survive her 
royal consort. 

9. That Her Majesty’s family or household shall be ordered and 
settled from the time of her arrival in England, and shall be composed 
of such number of officers and domestics as become her dignity, and 
in the same manner as the Queen Dowager had. 
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10. If Her Majesty should survive the King of Great Britain, 
and he inclined to return to Portugal or to go to any other country, 
she shall he at liberty to do so, and to carry with her all her jewels 
effects and moveables. The King of Great Britain, at the same time 
hinds his heirs and successors by these presents to provide for the 
same and honourable transportation of Her Majesty in a manner 
becoming her royal character and at their own expense and 
charges. He moreover binds his said heirs and successors to the 
annual payment of the above mentioned sum of thirty thousand 
pounds to the said Queen in the same manner as if she had 
remained in England. 

11. That for the better improvement of the English interest and 
commerce in the East Indies, and that the King of Great Britain 
may he better enabled to aid, assist, defend and protect the subjects 
of the King of Portugal in those parts from the power and invasion 
of the States of the United Provinces, the King of Portugal with 
the assent and advice of his Council gives, transfers, and by these 
presents grants and confirms unto the King of Great Britain, his 
heirs and successors for ever, the Port and Island of Bombay in the 
East Indies with all the rights, profits, territories and appurtenances 
whatsoever thereunto belonging, and together with all income and 
revenue, as also the direct and absolute Dominion and Sovereignty 
of the said Port und Island of Bomba}- and premises, with all their 
royalties, freely, fully, entirely, and absolutely. He also covenants 
and grants that quiet and peaceable possession of the same shall, 
with all convenient speed, be freely and effectually given and deli¬ 
vered to the King of Great Britain (or to the persons whom the 
said King of Great Britain shall depute for this purpose) for his own 
use. In pursuance of their cession the inhabitants of the said island 
(as subjects of the King of Great Britain, and under his Commands, 
Crown, Jurisdiction, and Government) shall remain therein and 
enjoy the free exercise of the Roman Catholic religion in the same 
manner as they now do: This must be understood as it is now 
declared once for all that the same regulation respecting it shall 
be observed for the exercise and preservation of the Roman Catholic 
religion in the City of Tangier, and in all other places which by 
the King of Portugal shall be granted and delivered to the King of 
Great Britain, in the same manner as were covenanted and stipu¬ 
lated in the delivery of Dunkirk to the English gentlemen. And 
when the King of Great Britain shall send his fleet to take posses¬ 
sion of the port and island of Bombay, the English shall carry 
instructions to treat the subjects of the King of Portugal in the 
East Indies in the most friendly manner, and to help, assist, and 
protect them in their trade and navigation there. 

12. In order that the subjects of the King of Great Britain may 
enjoy more ample benefits from their trade and commerce through¬ 
out the King of Portugal’s dominions, it is covenanted and granted 
that over and above the grants made to them by the former Treaties 
the merchants and factors shall, *by virtue of this Treaty, have 
liberty of residing in all places where they shall judge proper. 
Particularly they shall dwell and enjoy the same privileges and 
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immunities so far as they shall relate to trude, as the Portuguese 
themselves in the cities and towns of Goa Cochin and Diu; provid¬ 
ed that the subjects of the King of Great Britain resident in any of 
the abovementioned places shall not exceed the number of four 
families in any one of them, 

13. The subjects of the King of Great Britain shall enjoy the 
same privileges, liberties, and immunities in the city of Bahia do 
Todas as Santos (or St. Salvadoro’s Bay), Penambuco and Rio 
Janeiro in the Province of Brazil, and throughout all the dominions 
of the King of Portugal in the West Indies. 

14. If, however, the King of Great Britain or his subjects should 
at any time hereafter recover from the States General of the United 
Netherlands or from any others, any towns castles or territories 
that may have belonged heretofore to the Crown of Portugal, the 
King of Portugal, with the assent and advice of his Council, grants 
the supreme sovereignty and the full entire and absolute dominion 
of the same and of every of them whatsoever to the said King of 
Great Britain, his heirs and successors for ever, freely entirely and 
absolutely (excepting Maskat which is now inhabited by the Arabs). 
And if ever the island of Zeila (commonly called Zeilam) should in 
any manner whatever come into the possession of the King of 
Portugal, lie binds and obliges himself by this Treaty to cede and 
transfer to the King of Great Britain the town and port of Galla 
with a full and absolute dominion over it and cause most effectually 
the possession of the said town and port with all its appurtenances to 
be given and delivered to the said King of Great Britain, the afore¬ 
said King of Portugal reserving however to himself the town and port 
of Columbo, but the common trade shall nevertheless be equally 
divided between the English and Portuguese. In the like manner if 
over the said island should come into the power of the King of Great 
Britain he is bound effectually to restore and surrender the dominion 
and possession of the town and port of Columbo to the King of 
Portugal, the trade of cinnamon being in the manner aforesaid 
equally divided between the English and Portuguese. 

15. In consideration of all which concessions and privileges 
contributing so manifestly to the utility and benefit of the King of 
Great Britain and his subjects in general; And because those places 
of so much value and consequence which are to be made over to the 
King of Great Britain and his heirs, must add so considerably to his 
dominions, as well as on account of the dowry itself so greatly 
exceeding any ever given with an Infanta of Portugal before, the 
King of Great Britain promises and declares, with the assent and 
advice of his Council, that he will pay the sincerest regard to the 
interest and welfare of Portugal and of all his dominions, and that 
he will with his utmost power take upon him the defence of it both 
by land and by sea as if it were England itself ; and to this end will 
at his expense transport thither two Regiments of Horse of five 
hundred men each and two Regiments of Foot each consisting of 
one thousand, who shall be,* all armed and equipped at the 
expense of the King of Great Britain. After their arrival in 
Portugal they shall enter into the pay of the King of Portugal, and 
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if the said regiments should be diminished cither by loss in battle Chapter I 
or by other means, the King of England shall supply such deficiency History, 
of number at his own cost; in the meantime he shall cause the said ... 
Regiments of Horse and Foot to he transported as soon as the Lady 23 rd June 166 L 
Infanta shall ari'ive in England in case the King of Portugal should 
then require it. 

10. The King of Great Britain further promises, with the consent 
and deliberation of his Council, that on the petition of the said King 
of Portugal whenever and so often as Portugal shall ho invaded, 
he shall send thither ten good ships of war and whenever or so often 
as it shall bo infested with pirates, he shall then despatch three or four. 

All these ships shall be sufficiently manned and furnished with 
provisions for eight months to be computed from the time they shall 
set sail from England and shall obey the commands and directions 
of the King of Portugal; And if necessary that they should continue 
there longer than six months, the King of Portugal shall supply them 
with the provisions for the time they remain and for one month 
more on their departure for England. Should the King of Portugal 
he dangerously attacked and closely pressed by his enemies, all the 
King of Great Britain’s ships at that time in the Mediterranean Seas 
or in the Port of Tangier shall have orders in such cases to repair 
to the assistance and defence of the King of Portugal, and to act 
according to his instructions. And in consideration of the above- 
mentioned grants and concessions on the part of the King of Portu¬ 
gal, the King of Great Britain his heirs and successors shall at no 
time require any compensation for such assistance. 

17. That besides the right of making people (or recruits) which 
the King of Portugal has by the former Treaty, the King of Great 
Britain does by this present Treaty oblige and bind himself in case 
the Port of Lisbon or any other maritime place be besieged or shut 
by the Spaniards or by any other enemy, to furnish proper assistance 
both in Ships and Troops according as the circumstance of affairs 
and situation of the King of Portugal shall appear to require. 

18. The Lord King of Great Britain, with the consent and 
deliberation of his Council, engages and promises never to enter into 
any Treaty with Spain which may in the least preclude him either 
directly or indirectly from sending full and sufficient succours to 
Portugal for its necessary defence and never to restore Dunkirk and 
Jamaica to the King of Spain, nor ever to neglect employing any 
means that may be requisite for the safety of Portugal notwith¬ 
standing he should thereby be compelled to go to war with the King 
of Spain, 

19. It is likewise further covenanted and agreed by the King 
of Great Britain that the said Princess of Portugal, in consider¬ 
ation of the dowry given with her by the King of Portugal, shall 
renounce all her rights of both her paternal and maternal inheritance 
and of all other things which may become due to her, such as lands 
houses and other things, moveables jewels and money, which 
by any right should belong to her. Also all other things which 
henceforth shall or may belong to her (excepting what shall here¬ 
after be excepted) and which might either have been bequeathed 
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to her by the late King her father, or have devolved to her upon 
his death according to the Laws of Portugal under the title of 
dowry, or which might descend to her on the decease of the Queen 
her mother, according to the same laws. It being understood 
that the said Princess does in no way renounce nor did she 
mean or intend to renounce any right, inheritance, title, claim or 
interest which she herself or any of her heirs or descendants may have 
in or to the crown or kingdom of Portugal or any of its dominions 
in whatsoever manner such rights now do or may hereafter apper¬ 
tain to her or to them. But all and singular these rights to the said 
kingdom and crown which may in anywise devolve to her in 
future she wholly and expressly reserves to herself her heirs and 
descendants and retains and means to retain them entirely and 
effectually "both at present and always in perpetuity. 

20. Finally it was covenanted agreed and concluded that the said 
Most Serene Kings should sincerely and faithfully observe all and 
singular the articles contained in and settled in this Treaty, 
and cause them to be observed by the subjects and inhabitants of 
their respective kingdoms. Neither shall they themselves directly 
or indirectly infringe them, nor suffer them to be infringed by 
the subjects and inhabitants of their respective kingdoms. And all 
and singular the articles above stipulated they .shall ratify and 
confirm by their letters signed under their hands and sealed with 
their great seals, and shall ratify and confirm in proper and due 
form as aforesaid, and they shall faithfully truly and effectually 
deliver or cause them interchangeably to be delivered within three 
months from the date of these presents. 

In testimony and faith of all matters above related, I, Francisco 
de Mello, Earl of Ponte, Ambassador Extraordinary for His Serene 
Majesty the King of Portugal, having to this effect full powers, have 
signed and sealed the present Treaty with my hand and seal. 
Given at the palace of Whitehall, the 23rd June of the year of our 
Lord one thousand six hundred and sixty-one. 

Secret Article .—Besides every thing and each of them cove¬ 
nanted and agreed upon in the Marriage Treaty between the Most 
Serene and Potent Prince Charles II. King of Great Britain, 
and the Most Serene Dona Catharina Infanta of Portugal, it is 
further concluded and covenanted by this Secret Article that the 
said King of Great Britain shall do the most he can and shall apply 
all his force and power’s to the end of making a firm and per¬ 
manent peace between the Most Serene King of Portugal and the 
States General of the United Provinces of the Netherlands includ¬ 
ing the said King of Portugal in that confederation which shall he 
made with the said States, And in case of the said States refusing to 
adhere to those conditions which shall be deemed just, sure, and 
honourable ones to the said King of Portugal, then the said King of 
Great Britain, when he shall send his fleet to take possession of the 
island of Bombay, shall also send such force which shall go well 
furnished of all the necessaries &s well as of instructions to defend 
aid and assist all the Portuguese country in the East Indies. And if 
so should happen that the said States General of the United Provinces 
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or their subjects, within or after the time in which the King of Great 
Britain shall offer his mediation to the said States in order to bring 
on a peace between them and the King of Portugal, accept 
the mediation which may or shall be proposed to them, such places 
or territories as they may have or as shall henceforth be taken from 
the King of Portugal, the said King of England shall most effectually 
insist upon all and each of these places and territories being restor¬ 
ed to the King of Portugal, employing for this purpose the greatest 
and sufficient force of his in order to procure the said restoration, 
and for all the assistance and succours which shall for the above- 
mentioned purpose be given to the King of Portugal the King of 
England shall not ask for any satisfaction or compensation. 

It is covenanted and concluded that the above article and every¬ 
thing therein contained and stipulated shall be sealed by the said 
Lords the King of one and the other part with the great seal, and 
that it shall be confirmed and ratified in the most authenticated 
form and within three months the 3ame shall be duly and recipro¬ 
cally exchanged. 

In faith and testimony whereof I, Francisco de Mello, Earl of 
Ponte, Ambassador Extraordinary of the King of Portugal, have, by 
virtue of the force and vigour of the said Commission, with my own 
hand signed and sealed this Secret Article with my seal. Given at the 
Palace of Whitehall, the 23rd June in the year of our Lord 1661. 1 

In pursuance of this treaty tbo King of Portugal, on the 9th April 
1662, issued the following orders to Antonio de Mello e Castro, 
Viceroy of Goa : 

I, King, send you greeting. By the article of the contract which 
has been agreed on with the King of England, my good brother and 
cousin, concerning the dowry portion of the Queen his wife, my most 
beloved and esteemed sister, which you will receive wit!) this letter, 
you will understand why and how the port and country of Bombay 
relates to him, and the obligation I am under for directing the same 
to be delivered over to him. Immediately as you arrive at the 
States of India you will ask for the credentials from the King by 
which you will understand the person to whom possession should 
be given and make delivery. You will accordingly cause the 
same to be made in the manner and form of that capitulation, 
observing the same yourself and causing the whole and every part 
thereof to he duly observed, and direct that the whole may be 
committed to writing very clearly and distinctly so as at all time 
to appear the whole that may pass in this affair. You will further 
send the same to me by different conveyances in order to settle and 
adjust the acquittance of the dowry promised to the King, and by 
the other articles of that treaty it will be present to you, the Union 


l To the Becord copy of thi3 Treaty the following note is added: This Treaty 
was entered from the book that has for its title Proofs of the Genealogical History 
of the Portuguese House, Book 7, folio 827, a true copy agreeable to the original.— 
(Signed) Sebastiao Joseph Ferreira Baracho, This Treaty is conformable to the 
authenticated copy o! the above Book 2nd of the Treaty of Peace, and so I attest.— 
Antonio Luis Ribeiro wrote this at Goa the 13th September 17&L—(Signed) Sebas¬ 
tiao Joseph Ferreira Baracho, Secretary. 
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we celebrated, and the obligation the King has to afford me succour 
in all my urgencies and necessity I may have. In any necessity 
you may find it convenient to apply to the English you will do so, 
and at the same time you will assist them in the same way. Written 
at Lisbon, the 9th April 1662. 1 

The King’s fleet arrived at Bombay on the 18th September 3662 
and demanded the cession of the island and of its dependencies con¬ 
formably to the Treaty between the King and the Crown of Por¬ 
tugal. The Portuguese Governor of Bombay evaded the cession of 
the island. And the Viceroy who had come out in the English fleet 
refused to interpose his authority till he should proceed to Goa and 
receive instructions from the Portuguese Viceroy of the Indies. It 
now appeared that the English Admiral had interpreted the terms 
of the treaty to signify Bombay and its dependencies or the islands 
of Thtina and S&lsette, and that the Portuguese Viceroy interpret¬ 
ed the Treaty to signify the cession of the island of Bombay only, 
not the cession of the dependencies situated between Bombay and 
Bassein, because that would lay open the principal Portuguese sta¬ 
tion to the English at Bombay. 2 3 The Earl of M arlborough demanded 
in the first instance the cession of Bombay which was admitted to 
be within the terms of the treaty. This was objected to by the 
Portuguese Governor, on the pretext that Sir Abraham Shipman, 
the Commander of the English troops, had not arrived. He there¬ 
fore refused to allow the troops to be landed, though the Earl 
of Marlborough pleaded the length of the voyage, and the number of 
men which were daily dying from want of refreshment.® On his 
arrival a few weeks later (October 1662], Sir Abraham Shipman 
produced his full powers and demanded from Dom Antonio deMello 
e Castro that the cession should he made agreeably to the treaty. 
To this the Portuguese Viceroy objected alleging that the form of 
the Letters or Patent of the King did not coincide with the usages 
observed in Portugal in like cases. He oft'ered to retain the island 
for the King of England till sufficient authority should be obtained 
from Lisbon and from England empowering him to make the cession. 
Under these embarrassments, the Earl of Marlborough and Sir 
Abraham Shipman applied to Sir George Oxinden to solicit per¬ 
mission for them to land the troops at Surat. But the President 
represented that such an application would give offence to the Moghal 
Governor, who, if it should be attempted, might probably seize the 
Company's investment and expel their servants from that fort. 4 
The only place open to the British troops was the uninhabited 
island of A njidiv south of Goa, Here the 500 troops were landed and 
in the eighteen following months, during which Bombay remained 

1 Bombay Government Secret and Political Diary 63 of 1796, 1749 - 1760, This is 
marked True copy,—(Signed) Luis Monteiro da Oosta. 

e Captain Brown of the Dunkirk to Sir George Oxinden, Bombay, 20th September 
1662; and Mr. Aungier to Sir George Oxinden, Bombay, 26th September 1662. 
Bruce’s Annals of the East India Company (1810), II. 126. 

3 The Earl of Marlborough to Sir George Oxinden, 6th October 1662. Bruce, II. 
126-127. 

* The Presidency of Surat to the Earl of Marlborough, 8th October 1662 ; The 
Earl of Marlborough to Sir George Oxinden, 18th October 1662 ; Dom Antonio de 
Mello e Castro to Sir Abraham Shipman, 16th October 1662, Bruce, II. 127. 
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cloyed to the English, 300 died. Of their leaders the Earl of 
Marlborough returned to England with the fleet and Sir Abraham 
Shipman died at Anjidiv in September 1665. 1 

Regarding tho action of the Portuguese Pepys 1 Diary (15th May 
1663) has the following entry : 

The Portuguese have choused us in the island of Bombay in the 
East Indies ; for after a great charge of our fleets being sent thither 
with full commission from the Kiug of Portugal to receive it, 
the Governor by some pretence or other will not deliver it to Sir 
Abraham Shipman, sent from the King, nor to my Lord of Marl¬ 
borough, 2 which the King takes highly ill, and I fear our Queen 
will fare the worse for it. The Dutch decay there exceedingly, 
it being believed that their people will revolt from them there, 
and they be forced to give up their trade, I did inform myself 
well in things relating to the East Indies, both of the country and 
the disappointment the King met with the last voyage, by the 
knavery of the Portugal Viceroy, and the inconsiderableness of the 
place of Bombaim, if we had had it. 3 Bub, above all things, it seems 
strange to me that matters should not be understood before they 
went out. And also that such a thing as this, which was expected 
to be one of the beat parts of the Queen’s portion, should not be better 
understood ; it being, if we had it, but a poor place and not really 
so as was described to our King in the draught of it, but a poor 
little island ; whereas they made the King and Lord Chancellor and 
other learned men about the King believe that that and other islands 
which are near it were all one piece ; and so the draught was drawn 
and presented to the King, and believed by the King, and expected 
to prove so when our men come thither; but it is quite otherwise. 4 * 

In agreement with Pepys’ entry in May 1063 the Surat Council 
wrote to Fort St. George ; Although little Europe news is come to 
our ears since the ships left England, we are very willing to impart 
it to you. It is this. Our letters of the 30th November (1632) 
were arrived in England in May (1663). The King was very much 
troubled at the actions of the Viceroy.of Goa, and was resolved 
to have full satisfaction from the Crown of Portugal. 6 
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1 Historical Account of Bombay, 1731, 3-5. 

2 ,James Ley, third Earl of Marlborough, killed in the great sea-fight with the 
Dutch, 1665. SirG. Birduood's Report on the Old Records of the India Office (1891), 
84 . 

■’ “ Bombay or Bombaim as it is called by old writers has been naturally supposed 
by Europeans to derivate its name from the Portuguese, and to have denoted an 
advantage of its geographical position. But Briggs (Ferishla, Volume IV. Chapter 
4) declares, without however giving his authority, that in ancient days part of the 
island was called Mdhim and part ‘ Munibaye ’ from an idol.” Anderson’s English 
in Western India (1804), 50 - 51. Quoting the authority of a paper by R. X. Murphy 
Esquire, in the transactions of the Bombay Geographical Society, Volume I., 
Anderson adds : “ and certainly an okl temple, dedicated to Mumba Devi or the 
goddess Mumba, formerly stood on the plot now called the Esplanade. About a 
century ago it was taken down, and rebuilt at some distance from its former site. 
The place where it now stands is well known.” Anderson (1854), 51. 

4 The Chandos Classic Edition of the Diary of Bamuel Pepys Esquire, F.R.S., 
pages 155 ftud 176 ; and Bird wood’s Report on Records (1891), 84. 

e Surat Government (Messrs. Oxinuen, G5odier, Gary, and Aungier) to Fort 
St. George, Surat, 16th February 1663-64, Suiat Factory Outward Letter Book 

No, 1 of 1630-1673, 52; Forrest’s Home Series, I. 35. 
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On the 16th August 1663 in consequence of the remonstrances 
of the English Court the King of Portugal issued the following 
orders to Antonio de Mello e Castro, Viceroy of Goa: 

I, King, send you greeting. By the way of England intelligence 
reached me that in the States of India doubts arose with respect to 
the delivery of the town of Bombay to the order of the King of 
Great Britain, my good brother and cousin, in conformity of mine 
which you carried with you. At this I was greatly surprised and 
am very sorry, because besides the reasons of convenience of this 
Crown and more especially of the State of India which made it 
necessary for me to take that resolution, I wish much to give the 
King of England my brother every satisfaction. For these and 
other considerations of the same idcncy, as well as because the king 
my brother must have sent fresh orders removing every doubt 
there might have originated from those he sent first, I therefore 
direct and order that you do, in compliance of those orders of mine 
which you carried with you, cause to execute the said delivery with 
every punctuality, and without the least contradiction, as the matter 
does not admit of any, and the delay is very prejudicial. By 
complying therewith as I expect from you I will consider myself 
well served by you. If you meet with any impediment from any 
person you will order to proceed against him publicly as the case 
may require. Written at Lisbon, the 16th August 1663. 1 

Shortly afterwards (23rd November 1663), to remove any doubt 
as to the person to whom Bombay should be handed, King Charles 
issued the following Commission in favour of Sir Abraham Shipman: 

Charles by the Grace of God King of Great Britain France and 
Ireland, Defender of the Faith,—To all to whom these presents shall 
cornc and to each of them in particular we send greeting. In the 
manner that it was settled concluded and treated between us and 
the Most Serene King the Prince Dorn Alfonso, by the same Grace 
King of Portugal, brother relation and most dear and beloved 
friend, the said sovereign of Portugal gave, transferred, granted 
and confirmed unto us our heirs and successors for ever the 
port and island of Bombay in the East Indies with all its rights 
utilities appendages and territories whatsoever, and having more¬ 
over settled and concluded in the said treaty that the port and 
island aforesaid should be peaceably and quietly delivered unto 
us, or to the persons deputed by us for this purpose, that we may 
have free use of one and the other: Be it therefore known that 
confiding in the prudence and integrity of the faithful Abraham 
Shipman, our beloved subject, Knight of the Golden Ensign and 
Gentleman of our Privy Council, have made, ordained, and de¬ 
puted and do by these presents make, ordain, constitute and appoint 
our true and indubitable Commissary Deputy and Attorney to 
take possession of the said port and island of Bombay, giving and 
granting unto the said Abraham Shipman our true and lawful 
powers and authority to receive in our name and for our use the said 

1 Bom. Cov. Secret and Political Diary 53 of 1796, 1750-1751, The entry is marked 
a true copy.—Luis Monteiro da Costa. 
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port and island of Bombay, together with the fortress and other 
things belonging to ns by the contract. And for the better execution 
of the said concession or grant made us, we have in witness 
whereof and by these presents set our hand and caused our seals 
to be affixed. Given in our Palace of Whitehall, the 23rd day of the 
month of November 1663, the fifteenth year of our reign—(Signed) 
Charles R. 1 

On receipt of this Commission on the 5th April 1664 Sir Abraham 
Shipman issued the following orders: I, Sir Abraham Shipman of 
His Majesty’s Privy Council, Governor of all the Forces of His 
Britannic Majesty in the island of Bombay in the East Indies, do 
by virtue of the Commission given me by His Majesty of Great 
Britain under the seal dependent of England constitute and ordain 
Humphrey Cooke as Vice-Governor and in liis absence Ensign John 
Torne commanding a regiment of soldiers at present quartered on 
the island of Anjidiv till such a time as other orders come from 
England. I therefore direct all the Captains, Ensigns, Serjeants, 
and all the rest of the officers and soldiers of the said regiment 
shall obey the orders of the said Humphrey Cooke and in liis 
absence those of Ensign John Torne. Written at Anjidiv, the 5th 
April 1664. - (Signed) Ahralmm Shipman. Signed sealed and 
delivered in presence of us-(Signed) John Foldevry, (Signed) 
Thomas Price, (Signed) Roger Morgan, (Signed) Henry Anderson. 

In November 1664 a copy of Mr. Cookcs Commission was 
forwarded to Goa with the following endorsement: We whose 
names are hereunder written do certify that the above writing with 
the signatures is a true copy of the original which remains in chaige 
of the" said "Vice-Governor Humphrey Cooke. W Fit ton at Anjidiv, 
the 17th October 1664.—(Signed) John Stevens, Valenter barred, 
Walter Golopher, John Bird, William Lincoln, Thomas Early. To 
this is added : I, Joao Gregorio of the Company of Jesus, do certify 
in verbo sacerdotis that this is a true translation conformable to the 
orifinal. This 5th day of November 16i>4—(Signed) Joao Gregorio. 
I, Antonio Gabriel Preto, Senior Clerk of the Civil Court and of 
Justifications of the State of Goa, do hereby attest that the certi¬ 
ficate of the above translation, and signature attesting the same, is 
the handwriting and signature of Padre Joao Gregorio of the 
Company of Jesus. Goa, 6th November 1664.— (Signed) Antonio 
Gabriel Preto. 2 

It appears that after Sir Abraham Shipman s death at Anjidiv 
in September 1664, Mr. Humphrey Cooke pressed the Portuguese 
authorities to hasten the transfer of Bombay.. Delays were caused 
the Goa Authorities refusing for a time to admit that Humphrey and 
Inofre were the same name. When this doubt bad been removed, 
on the 26th December 1664, the Viceroy of Goa Antonio de Mello ® 
Castro drew up the following statement of the case: 
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l Secret and Political Diary 53of 1796, l7o6-1/57. 
i Secret and Political Diary,53 of 1796,1758-175!), 
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To give possession and to make delivery of the said island of 
Bombay and its port to the Most Serene King of Great Britain 

Charles II. the King our Master Dom Affonso VI, having 

promised it to him in dowry on the marriage of the Most Serene 

Sinhora Infanta of Portugal Dona Catharina de Gusmao, his 

most beloved and esteemed sister, now Queen of Great Britain, 
and for other reasons contained in the capitulations made by 
and between the two Crowns, or to the person who should he vested 
with powers and authority from the Most Serene King of Great 
Britain to receive charge of the said port and island of Bombay 
for and in his behalf and in his name, Governor Humphrey 
Cooke being present, stated he was the person who had powers 
and authority from the Most Serene King of Britain, his Master, 
to accept, in his name, possession and charge of the said island 
of Bombay and its port, having succeeded in the room of Sir 
Abraham Shipman, to whom the said possession and charge 
was to have been given and who appointed and nominated him, 
Humphrey Cooke, to succeed him in case of his death. The 
directions of the Viceroy did not mention the proper name of 
Governor Humphrey Cooke in order to give him the possession 
and cause the delivery of the said island and its port. This occa¬ 
sioned some doubts, but the said Governor Inofre Cooke replied 
that he was the same Humphrey nominated in the English language 
by Sir Abraham Shipman, and that Luis Mendes de Yasconcellos, 
Overseer of the General Estates, being of the Goa Council, knows 
it to be so. Upon this it was determined to give him the said 
possession and make the said delivery of the said island. The 
same was also known to the Chancellor who was consulted 
on the occasion and his opinion was taken by the Viceroy of which 
the said Inofre Cooke was acquainted having been told so at Goa. 
Further Governor Cooke presented several letters which the said 
Viceroy had written to him upon the subject, addressing him by 
his proper uaine Inofre Cooke, Governor of the island of Bombay 
and of the warlike people of His Most Serene Majesty King of 
Great Britain; stating that he had orders to put him in possession 
of the said island and its port and that on that account he had come 
from Goa accompanied by the fleet which the said Viceroy sent 
as far as the city of Chaul, the Captain Commandant of which was 
his son Dionizio de Mello e Castro ; also that the Most Serene King 
of Portugal admitted of no further delay and ordered the island to 
be delivered without the least doubt or delay. This the said Governor 
Humphrey Cooke did accordingly ask and demand in behalf and 
in the name of the Most Serene King of Great Britain with three 
letters from the said Viceroy which remove every doubt there might 
exist. The first of these letters dated Panjim 26th December 1664, 
runs as follows 1 : I did not answer the Governor’s first letter 
because I looked upon the execution of what he requested of me to 
be the best and the most short answer which I now have the pleasure 
to send rejoicing much at his safe arrival at this Bar, and that he 


1 Secret and Political Diary 53 of 1796, 1756-1761. 
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inay have come with health is what I wish. A person shall be 
appointed to-morrow to go and deliver Bombay. It is also necessary 
to know by what vessels the people are going on account of Shivaji’s 
fleet, because if the English gentlemen have no peace with him, steps 
must be taken to avoid every damage or risk as I wish to see the 
Governor and all other subjects of His Most Serene Majesty King 
of Great Britain safe.—(Signed) Antonio de Mello e Castro. 1 

The second letter dated Panjim, 4th January 3665, runs: Having 
given the necessary orders to deliver Bombay to your Honour in 
the manner as the King my Master’s order is to do, the fleet sailed 
to convoy the Europe ship to a Latitude and will return to-day. 
Your Honour may take your departure whenever you like, acquaint¬ 
ing me whether you require any thing else, as I am ready to do 
every thing convenient or necessary for the service of the King of 
Great Britain and for your own accommodation. You will always 
find me with good will. May God preserve yon.—(Signed) Antonio 
de Mello e Castro. 2 

The third letter dated Panjim, 8th January 1665, runs: All the 
despatches are ready for your Honour to depart and take possession 
of Bombay, and the fleet will be paid to-morrow, if it is not already 
paid. This, which was the only thing wanting to be done, could not 
be effected on account of the death of Francisco de Mello e Castro, 
of which your Honour must have heard. Mr. Henry Gary carries 
the memorandum your Honour required of me by which your 
Honour will observe little difference can arise on the part of or 
with the ministers that are going with you because all the articles 
are conformable to the treaty of peace and agreement between 
the two Crowns. Shouldyour Honour require any thing else of me, 
you will find me ready and with good will. May God preserve 
your Honour.—(Signed) Antonio de Mello e Castro. 3 

The instrument of Possession was in the following terms : In 
the name of God, Amen. Be it known to all to whom this public 
instrument of the possession and delivery of the port and 
island of Bombay shall come: That in the year of the Birth of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, one thousand six hundred and sixty-five 
(1665) on the 18bh day of February of the said year, then and 
there being in the said port and island of Bombay, which is of the 
jurisdiction of Bassein, at the Large House of the Lady Donna Iguez; 
de Miranda, widow of the deceased Dom Kodrigo de Moncauto, 
Present Luis Mendes de Vasconeellos of His Majesty’s Council and 
his Overseer of the Estates in general in India, and Doctor Sebastiao 
Alvares Migos, Chancellor of the Court of Justice at Goa, the Verea- 
dores and other officers of the Chamber of the said city of Bassein, 
noblemen inhabitants residing therein, the Judge, Lord Mayor 
and Aldermen of the said city, as also one Humphrey Cooke 
(which in the Portuguese or Spanish language is the same as 
Inofre Cooke) Governor of the warlike men of His Most Serene 


1 Secret and Political Diary 53 of 1796,1761. 

2 Secret and Political Diary 53 of 1796, 1762 -1763. 

5 Secret and Political Diary 53 of 1796, 1762. 
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Majesty King of Great Britain, and Ensign Joao Tome, and other 
persons of the English Nation, being all present with me Notary 
Public hereunder mentioned, where it was declared by the said 
Luis Mendes de Vaseoneellos, Overseer of the Estates in general, and 
Doctor Sebastiao Aivares Migos, Chancellor of the Court of Justice 
at Goa, that they had come there from the city of Goa by order 
of the Viceroy and Captain General of India, Antonio de Mello e 
Castro, who had sent them giving them two letters from the King 
our Master, and his said Viceroy’s directions with the credentials 
from the Most Serene Majesty the King of Great Britain, and the 
commission by which Sir Abraham Shipman had made and 
appointed the said Humphrey Cooke to succeed him on his death. 1 2 

Antonio de Mello e Castro of His Majesty’s Council, Viceroy 
and Captain General of India, maketh known to all to whom 
this Alvara (or instrument) may come, that whereas in conformity 
of the order I have received from His Majesty for delivering the 
port and town of Bombay unto the person nominated by His 
Serene Majesty King of Great Britain, I have for this purpose 
appointed and nominated Luis Mendes de Vaseoneellos, Overseer 
of the Estates in general, and Doctor Sebastiao Aivares Migos, 
Chancellor of the State, and as it is expedient (for the better 
definition of all which on this occasion they shall have to treat 
about) that they should be invested with sufficient powers as the 
nature of the matter requires and from the confidence I have on the 
abovementioned persons that they shall act in a manner most pleas¬ 
ing to His Majesty, and satisfactory to His Most Serene Majesty the 
King of Great Britain, I am pleased, and have bond fide granted 
unto them and do hereby grant all my powers unto the said Luis 
Mendes de Vaseoneellos and Sebastiao Aivares Migos, that they may 
determine upon and remove all and whatever doubts may arise 
observing nevertheless the instructions I have ordered to be given 
them, and on every act of theirs being conformable thereto, shall 
have the same effect and validity as if they were by me done, 
determined or ordered, adverting, however, that in the event of any 
cases offering where they cannot proceed with my order that they 
shall acquaint me with every particular with their opinion thereon 
to enable me to resolve upon them as may be most convenient. 

I do accordingly notify the Captains of the city of Chaul, Bassein, 
the Factors and Judges thereof, and to all other Ministers of Estates 
and Justice, officers and other persons whom this may concern, and 
I do hereby direct and order them to comply with this Alvara or 
instrument, and to see that it is wholly and fully complied with, 
kept, observed, and obeyed without the least doubt or contradic¬ 
tion as if it was given in the name of His Majesty, and will not 
pass to Chancery, nor pay the fees called a half Natta, it being on 
the service of our Sovereign, notwithstanding any custom to the 
contrary contained in the Statutes L 2 Nos. 39 and 40. Written by 
Nicolao Ferreira at Panjim, the 10th January 1665- 3 


1 Secret and Political Diary 53 of 1796, 1746. 

2 The Record copy of this instrument has the following endorsement: I, Doctor 



Materials.] 


AND ISLAND. 


17 


Though the Portuguese authorities were at last forced to give up 
Bombay they were able to burden, the transfer with a large number 
of conditions. These conditions were : That the island of Bombay 
shall be delivered to the English gentlemen with a declaration that 
whereas the other islands of the jurisdiction of Basseinhave through 
the Bay of the said island of Bombay, their commerce, trade and 
navigation with equal right, liberty and freedom, which the said 
English gentlemen shall never prevent or cause ar^ impediment 
nor levy any tribute or gabella, neither on the exportation of salt 
or any other merchandize of those islands and countries, nor on any 
other articles which may he brought there from abroad. And it 
shall be free for all vessels loaded or empty to navigate from the 
said islands and countries of the Portuguese or other Nations that 
might come to them and the subjects of the King of Groat Britain 
shall not oblige them to make their first discharge or pay anythin or 
in their Custom House, nor by any other means whatsoever. Nor 
shall they for this purpose make use of any pretence because it is 
thus declared from this time for ever, and they shall not only have 
good treatment and free passages to our countries but to those of 
other parts as they have hitherto been in the habit of doing. 

That the port of Bdndra in the island of Salsette nor any other 
of the islands shall be impeded, and all vessels from that port or 
ports, and others coming to them shall be allowed to pass and re¬ 
pass very frankly, and the English gentlemen shall not allege that 
they pass under their guns because it is under this condition that 
the island is delivered to them and they cannot expect more than 
what is granted to them by the Articles of Peace and the Marriage 
Treaty. 

That they shall not admit any deserter from our country, be it 
for whatever cause, nor shall they under any pretence whatever 
pretend to conceal or defend them, as this is the most effectual 
means of preserving peace and friendship between both Crowns, 
and of avoiding scandalous practice and future injuries and in 
case of any person going to them they are obliged to send and 
deliver him up to the Captain, for the time being, of the city of 
Bassein. And because many Gentus who have in their charge goods 
and money belonging to the Portuguese and other subjects of His 
Majesty by way of retaining the whole, it may happen that they 
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Lnia Monteiro da Costa, gave order to write this. The Alvara or instrument by 
which your Excellency was pleased to grant, and by these presents grant all your 
Excellency’s powers to Luis Mondes de Vasconcehos, Overseer of the Royal Estates 
in general, and to Doctor Sebastiao Alvares Misos, Chancellor of the Estate, by which 
they may determine upon, and resolve any ana whatever doubts may occur concern¬ 
ing the delivery of Bombay, adhering notwithstanding in every matter to the form of 
instructions which your Excellency has ordered to be furnished them with, and all 
they may accordingly do, to have its full effect as if ordered and determined by your 
Excellency, with proviso that if the cases be such as to appear to them that your 
Excellency’s order is necessary to acquaint the same to your Excellency with every 
particulars with their opinion thereon for your Excellency to resolve upon as it maybe 
most necessary and expedient as above declared. For your Excellency to see and is 
worth (wrote ?) like a letter, and is not to pass Jhe Chancery, nor to pay the fees called 
a half Natta, it being on His Majesty’s service. Registered in the Bonk 2nd of the 
General Records, folio 22, paid nothing.—Nicolao Ferreira Antonio de Mello e Castro. 
Bomb. Gov. Secret and Political Diary 53 of 1796,1747-1749. 
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may come to Bombay and shelter themselves under the shadow and 
protection of the colours of the Most Serene King of England, the 
English gentlemen shall not only apprehend such people till they 
satisfy what they may owe and on their not doing it within two 
months they shall deliver them up to the Captain of Bassein in 
order to satisfy the parties as it may be just and right. 

lhat the English gentlemen shall not interfere in matters of 
Faith, nor will compel the inhabitants of the said island of 
Bombay, neither directly or indirectly, to change their Faith or to 
go and attend their sermons; and shall allow the ecclesiastical minis¬ 
ters the exercise of their jurisdiction without the least impediment, 
being a condition mentioned in the articles of peace tinder which 
the delivery of the island is ordered to be made, and if at any time 
anything contrary is done it is understood that the whole agreed 
upon and promised will be violated, and that the right of the said 
island shall fall again into the Crown of Portugal. 

That the fleets-of the King of Portugal our Master, both ships 
ot the line and the smaller vessels and any other vessels of his, 
will at all time be free to sail in and out of the said Bay without 
the least impediment. Nor will they be obliged to ask any leave, 
because by the reason of the other islands and countries belonging to 
him a part of the said Bay belongs also to him, and it is free to him 
to make use of it as his own without any doubt or question. 

That all the inhabitants residing at Bombay as well as those w T ho 
may have estates in the said island, when they should not like to 
reside in the said island, it shall be free to them to farm out their 
estates or sell the same on the best terms they maybe able to 
obtain, and if the English gentlemen should require them, it shall 
he tor them just and equal value, and not on any other terms. But 
l he English gentlemen should not choose to buy them, nor the 
holders live in them, it shall be free to them to alienate the same, 
and until they do so, it shall likewise be free to them to enjoy and 
make use of the same a3 they have hitherto done without the least 
contradiction from the part of the English gentlemen. 

That the inhabitants of the said islands of SfLlsette, Karanja, and 
Baragoo and of other places of our jurisdiction shall freely fish 
in the said Bay and river, and in the arm of the sea which enters 
and divides Bombay from ftbette by Bfcdra till the Bay, and 

mi ff g lsh gentlemen shall not at any time prevent them, nor 
will they at any time and under any pretence whatever demand 
any tribute on this account, and the inhabitants of Bombay shall 
© allowed to do the same with the same liberty and freedom. 

That the Kunbis^BhandAris, and the rest of the people 
Abunbados (a sort of people bound to serve the land-holders) 
or inhabitants of the villages of our jurisdiction shall not bead- 
mitted at Bombay and on their or any of them resorting thereto, 
they shall be immediately delivered up to their respective owners; 


1 Bair^gaon, Twelve Villages, a name still 
Karanja island. 


in use as a salt revenue subdivision of 
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And the same shall he observed with respect to slaves which may run 
away and likewise with regard to the artificers that may go from 
our countries to Bombay, such as carpenters. Weavers, turners, 
joiners, caulkers, sawyers, drillers, smiths, and any other. They 
shall be immediately delivered up. And if the English gentlemen 
should at any time require these artificers they shall ask them from 
the Captain of Bassein who will send them for a limited time, they 
keeping their families in our countries. And on their being still 
wanted even after the expiration of the limited time, they shall 
go and present themselves to the Captain of Bassein for the time 
being to whom the English gentlemen shall ask for them again and 
know thereby that neither the capitulations nor the good neigh- 
bouringship, which we shall also observe, is to be violated. 

That in case any of the deserters should be willing to change 
his religion and pass to the confession of the English gentlemen 
to prevent their being restoted to us, the English gentlemen shall 
not consent thereto, and the same shall be observed on our part 
with regard to those that may desert to our countries. 

That although the manor right of the lady, the proprietrix of 
Bombay, is taken away from her estates if she lives in the island, 
they are not to be intermeddled with or taken away from her 
unless it be of her free will, she being a woman of quality, they 
are necessary for her maintenance. But alter death and her heirs- 
succeed to those estates, the English gentlemen may if they choose 
take them paying for the same, their just value, as is provided 
in the case of other proprietors of estates. And should the English 
gentlemen now wish to take her houses to build forts therewith 
they shall immediately pay her their just value. 

That every person possessing revenue at Bombay either by 
patrimonial or Crown lands, shall possess them with the same 
right and shall not be deprived thereof oxcept in cases which the 
Laws of Portugal direct, and their sons and descendants shall 
succeed to them with the same right and clause abovementioned, 
and those who may sell the said patrimonial or Crown estates 
shall transfer to the purchaser the same right and perpetuity they 
had, that the purchaser may enjoy the same and their successors in 
tho like manner. 

That the Parish Priests and Monks or regular Clergy that reside 
in Bombay shall have all due respect paid them as agreed upon, 
and the Churches shall not be taken for any use whatever nor 
shall sermons be preached in them, and those who may attempt it 
shall be punished in such manner as to serve as an example. 

That the inhabitants of Bombay and the landholders of that 
island shall not be obliged to pay more than the foros they use to 
pay to His Majesty, thi3 condition being expressly mentioned in 
the capitulations. 

That there shall be a good understanding and reciprocal friend- 
chip between both parties, rendering one another every good office 
like good friends as this was the end of the delivery of tkis and 
other places, arid the intention of His Most Serene King of Groat 
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Britain, as appears by the treaty made and entered into by and 
between both Crowns. Given at Panjitn, the 14th January 1665,— 
(Signed) Antonio de Mello e Castro. 1 

On the acceptance of these Articles possession was immediately 
given and delivery made of the island of Bombay and its 
port, which comprehends in its situation and territories the 
villages of Mazgaon, Par el, and Warli. The said Governor 
Inofre or Humphrey Cooke accepted and received it, saying he did 
receive possession and delivery of the island of Bombay and its 
port in the name of the Most Serene King of Great Britain in the 
manner and form contained in the instructions from the Viceroy 
Antonio DeMello e Castro with all and every declaration, clause, and 
condition of the said instructions, promising, in the name of the 
Most Serene King of Great Britain, that there was not, or should 
not at any time come, any defect in part or in full against this 
instrument. On the contrary that he should himself, his heirs 
and successors, servants, subjects and ministers comply with the 
whole of the articles and conditions agreed upon without the least 
doubt. Saying, assuring, and promising this should be so, he took 
himself personally the possession and delivery of the said port and 
island of Bombay, walking thereupon taking in his hands earth and 
stones, entering and walking upon its bastions, putting his hands 
to the walls thereof, and walking also on the said island taking 
into his hands the earth and stones thereof, and making all other 
like acts which in right were necessary without any impediment or 
contradiction. He accordingly took possession and delivery of the 
said port and island of Bombay very quietly and peaceably that 
the Most Serene King of Great Britain might have possession 
and become master (also his heirs and successors) of the said 
port and island in the form and manner stipulated in the agreement 
between the two Crowns and in the instructions from the 
Viceroy. Further in order that the inhabitants thereof, gen¬ 
tlemen and proprietors of estates and properties within the 
circuit and territories of the said island abovementioued, who 
pay foroa to the King our master, may pay the same henceforth 
to His Most Serene King of Great Britain who is charged and in¬ 
vested with the possession of the said island in the manner and form 
abovemcntioned. Of ail this the said Luis Mendcs Vasconeellos, 
Overseer of the Royal Estates in general, and Sebastiao Alvares 
Megos, Chancellor of the Court of Justice at Goa, and the Governor 
Humphrey Cooke ordered this instrument to be made in order to 
give copies thereof to the parties as they may require, and to 
register the same in the Book of Tower of Tombos (Archives) of the 
City of Goa and in that of the Chamber of the City of Bassein and 
of the Factory of the said city, and at all other competent places. 
Also to cause all the necessary declarations to be made in those 
Books in order to make clear at all times the manner in which this 
possession was given and delivery was made of the said island 


l Bombay Government Secret and Political Diary 53 of 1796, 1751-1756. 
formt’i Selections, Home Seriea, II, 377-379. 
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and port of Bombay, And as they thus ordered this public instru¬ 
ment to be made, they the said Overseer of the Royal Estates in 
General) and Luis Mendes de Yasconcellos of the Court of Justice at 
Goa, put their names thereto in testimony of their having made 
the said delivery and given the said possession of the island of 
Bombay and its port and that the Governor Humphrey Cooke had 
accepted the possession and delivery in the manner aforesaid with 
the testimony of those who were present at the time. 

These witenesscs were the Vereadorcs of the city of Bassein, 
Joao Mendes de Meuezes, Dom Luis Henriques Nicolao GalvaOj 
the Judge ordinary Manool de Silva, the attorney Antonio da 
C osta Raporo, and the clerk of the Chamber Sebastian Rodrigues 
da Silva, the Mayor of the city Vicente Rebello d*Almeida, and 
the Factors and Judge Amaro de Azavedo. The Captain of the 
city of Bassein Rui Mendes de Vaseoneellos Costa could not be 
present to be a witness to this deed because he was ill and 
confined to his bed. The English witnesses were Ensign John 
Torne, John Stevens, Henri Gneri, Richard Ball, Walter Galoper, 
John Bird, John Folderry, and Thomas Petery. I, Antonio Monteiro 
de Fonseca Notary Public of the city of Bassein and districts by 
the King our master, came here to Bombay at the requisition of 
the said Overseer of the Royal Estates in general and the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Court of Justice at Goa, the Royal Minister and those 
that came to Bombay with powers aforesaid from the Viceroy to 
give this possession and to make the delivery aforesaid. They order¬ 
ed and directed me to make this instrument of possession and 
delivery in the manner and form above related, the Field Captain 
of the said city Valentim Soares and other noblemen and knights 
that were present have also signed this with me, the said Notary 
Public, who wrote this in my Notarial Book where the said 
Overseer of the Royal Estates in general Luis de Vaseoneellos 
Sebastiao Alvares Migos and the said Governor Inofre Cooke, Verea- 
dores, Judge Procurator and clerk of the noble city its mayor and 
other witness have all signed and which I have hereunto copied 
and I have signed with my public signature and which is as here¬ 
under as follows. Doubts should not arise on account of several 
words badly wrote in folios 2, 3, and 7. 1 

Under the convention with the Viceroy of Goa, Mr. Cooke 
took possession of the island of Bombay without any of its 
dependencies, and Mr. Gary, one of the Council of Surat, held 
a muster of the troops and ordnance brought to Bombay from 
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1 The Record copy has this endorsement. Vioento Eebello cVAlmeida, Judge for 
the city of Bassein and its Jurisdiction, by the King our muster maketh known 
to all whom this certificate of justification shall come that the above writing at the 
foot of the copy and the public signature thereon is the handwriting and signature 
of Antonio Monteiro de Fonseca, Notary Public for this city, and f do hereby attest 
on the faith of the clerk who wrote this and in testimony whereof I have put my 
name and sealed with the seal of the Royal arms of the Crown of Portugal used in 
this Court, Bassein, this 26th day of February 1605. Paid nothing but 14 res for the 
signature and seal. I Gregorio Rebello wrote this. "Vicente Rebello d’Almeida with¬ 
out seal ex causa Rebello. A true copy : Antonio de Azavedo e Brito. Bom. Gov. 
Secret and Political Diary 53 of 1796) 1763-1766. 
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Anjidiv. Instead of assisting the English or enabling thorn to 
render Bombay either a retreat for their trade or a place of 
defence, the Portuguese, by heavy imposts on their boats passing 
Karanja or Th&na, made Mr. Cooke and the garrison immediately feel 
the effects of being deprived of the dependencies of the island, which 
had been coded to the King by treaty. So burdensome was the levy 
of 10 to 12 percent, duty on the merchandise and provisions which 
Bombay boats brought from the continent, that Mr. Oooko was- 
forced to put soldiers on board the boats to resist the demand. 

Cooke’s settlement and management of Bombay found little 
favour with the Council at Surat. Sir George Oxinden soon 
discovered that the Moghal Government had become jealous of the 
English possessing an island and forming a garrison on it in the 
immediate vicinity of Surat. 

The jealousy of the Moghal Government was heightened by 
Mr. Cooke inviting native merchants to settle at Bombay under the 

S rotocLiorx of the English garrison. This measure convinced the 
loghal Governor of Surat that the whole scheme had for its object 
to remove the President and Council to Bombay. Whatever names 
the English might assume, he considered it impossible that two 
distinct bodies could belong to the same nation, the officers aud 
servants of the King and of a Company of merchants who had 
hitherto professed trade to be their only object, but who were 
now furnishing provisions and aid to a garrison with which they 
pretended to have no common interest. 

Under these embarrassing conditions in January 1066, the 
President and Council of Surat recommended the Court of Directors 
to solicit the King’s permission to build a Factory at Bombay to 
which goods might he brought from the Deccan or Coromandel 
Coast as well as from the Malab&r Coast and from Surat. 
With a suitable factory Bombay might become a depot for the 
goods brought from both sides of Cape Comorin, to be ready 
for the ships on their arrival at Swally or at Bombay. At the sumo 
time the Council explained that this project would be impracticable 
unless proper arrangements were introduced into the government 
of the island, and persons appointed duly qualified to administer 
its affairs under fixed regulations. 1 

Cooke’s conduct and settlement found even less favour in 
Englend than in Surat. Late in 1665, on learning under what terms 
Mr. Cooke had agreed to receive the island of Bombay from the 
Viceroy of G oa, the King of England resolved to disavow the conven¬ 
tion as contrary to the treaty between the Crowns of England 
and Portugal, to recall Mr, Cooke and have him tried for malprac¬ 
tices, and to appoint Sir Gervase Lucas to be Governor of Bombay, 
giving at the same time assurances to the Company that their 


1 The President and Council of Surat to the Court, 1st January, 16th March, and 
4th April 1666 ; Mr. Cooke to the President and Council of Surat, 21»t February 
.1666 i President and Council of Surat to Mr. Cooke, 1st March 1066. Bruce’s 
Annals, II, 174 ■ 176. 
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factories and trade would be protected by the Royal forces 
occupying Bombay. 1 2 

In January 1666 before leaving England to take up his appoint¬ 
ment, Sir Gervase Lucas had the whole of the documents trans¬ 
mitted by Mr. Cooke laid before him. He represented to the King 
that the Bombay fortifications were ruinous and by no means 
suited either for its defence or for the security of the troops ; that 
stores of every description would be required, the greater part of 
those sent with Sir Abraham Shipman being useless or lost; and 
that in bis opinion it would be necessary to embark 400 men as a 
garrison, being the same number Sir Abraham Shipman had under 
his command; that the pay and other yearly charges of the garrison 
would amount to £7371 exclusive of artificers and contingencies. He 
submitted to His Majesty that eighteen mouths* stores and provisions 
of every kind must be embarked and some addition made to the pay 
of the Governor, at this time only £2 a day, an amount insufficient 
to defray the expenses that must be incurred at so distant a 
station. 3 His Majesty referred Sir Gervase Lucas' report to the 
Duke of Albemarle (General Monk), Lord Arlington, and Sir 
William Coventry, Secretaries of State. They reported that from 
the uncertainty whether the island of Bombay was in possession of 
His Majesty or not, it would be improper to incur any great expense 
upon it. They therefore recommended a reinforcement of 60 men 
under a Lieutenant, who was to have Captain’s pay or eight shillings 
a day, together with a supply of clothes ammunition and stores, and 
a small vessel to bo attached to the garrison. The whole expense with 
eighteen months’ pay and provisions for the troops was estimated at 
£11,498 16s. 3 When Sir Gervase Lucas embarked on board the 
Company’s ship Return, he, at the King’s desire, obtained from the 
Company a credit for £1500 on the Presidency of Surat, for which 
he was to grant bills on England at 30 days’ sight. 4 On his arrival 
in Bombay on the 5th November 1866, Sir Gervase assumed tho 
Governorship and appointed Mr. Henry Gary to be Deputy Governor. 

In connection with the credit of £1500 the following entry 
appears in the Surat Consultations (3rd December 1666 ) : Sir Gervase 
Lucas, Knight and Baronet, Governor of the island of Bombay and 
Commander-in-Chief of all His Majesty’s Forces in India, 5 brought 
a letter of credit from the Honourable East India Company, our 
Masters, for the payment of £1500 to him for His Majesty's 
occasions. This letter was accompanied by one from Sir Gervase of 

1 Bruce’s Annals, II. 168, 

2 Sir Gervase Lucas’s observations on tbs papers respecting Bombay, 18th Janu¬ 
ary 1666 (East India Papers in the State Paper Office, No. 232); Court to the 
President and Council of tjurat, 7th March 1666 ; Historical Account of Bombay, 
Bruce, II. 168-169. 

3 Original report of the Duke of Albemarle, Lord Arlington, and Sir William 
Coventry, to the King, relative to Bombay, 26th. March 1666 (East India Papers in 
the State Paper Office, No. 236). Bruce, II. 189-170. 

* Court to the Presidency of Surat, 24th and 31et March 1666. Bruce's Annals, 
II. 170. 

fi Besides his political failure Mr. Cooke was charged with fraud aud embezzle* 
ment. The seat of government from winch he was ejected was occupied by Sir 
Gervase Lucas who arrived in Bombay on the 5th of November 1666. Anderson’s 
English in Western India (1854), 54. 
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date the 9th of November brought us by Mr. Ball, who was em¬ 
powered to receive the value of the said sum in dollars. He expects 
the remittance should be accompanied to Bombay by some trusty 
persons appointed by us, the risk being ours until the money is 
safely delivered him. To this we demurred for the following 
reasons : First, by reason of an error in the calculation of the 
dollars, which he computes the Sevillat 215 the Mexico at 213 rupees 
per 100, when by the standard of this place the Sevill is worth 
214 and the Mexico 211 : Secondly, our inability to procure so many 
dollars in specie, none being permitted to pass the mint without 
coinage into the current money of the country rupees ; Lastly, our 
running the adventure of the money to Bombay, for which we 
have no order from the Company, and in case of miscarriage 
the loss may fall upon our own heads. Wherefore, we made our 
addresses by letter of the lGth of said month, desiring Sir Gervase 
to take the aforesaid reasons under consideration, and in respect to 
the want of dollars to accept of rupees or sequins. And in case 
he shall still impose the adventure on us, that the moneys may'ba 
drawn from us at several times, that if a loss happen it may be the 
less considerable. To which we having now by this letter of the 
24th of the past month received his positive answer to furnish him 
with the aforesaid sum upon our adventure without further dispute 
bj 7 changing the specie, or by exchanges as we should best contrive, 
we conclude it requisite to prevent misunderstandings between us, 
and such ill consequences as may from thence arise of prejudice to 
the Company’s affairs, to ensure said money unto him on the Com¬ 
pany’s account, and to procure what exchanges we can to Bassein at 
the easiest loss, which was the present import of this consultation. 1 

Sir Gervase Lucas died the 21st May 1367 and Captain Henry 
Gary succeeded as Governor. About the close of the year Mr. 
Gary transmitted with his letters to the King and to the Secretary 
of State the following statement of the revenues of the island, as 
improved by Sir Gervase Lucas and himself : 


Rent of 

Xeraphins. 

M&zgaon 

... 9,300 

0 

40 

MAhim 

... 4,797 

2 

45 

Parel... 

... 2,377 

1 

56 

Vatlila 

1,738 

0 

40 

Sion ... 

... 790 

0 

60 

Warli 

... 671 

1 

34 

Bombay ... ' 

... 6,344 

2 

61 


25,920 

I 

18 

Rent of 




The Tobacco Btanck or Farm 

... 9,650 

0 

0 

The Taverns 

... 2,400 

0 

0 

The Account of Customs 

.,,18,000 

0 

0 

The Account of Cocoanuts ... 

... 18,000 

0 

0 

Xeraphins 

...73,870 

1 

18 

More may be advanced ... 

... 1,129 

1 

62 


Total Xeraphins ... 76,000 0 0 
Which at 13 Xeraphins for 22s. 6d. sterling 

amounts to ... * ... ,..£6,490 17 9 


l Surat Consultation, 3rd Dec. 1666, Surat Fact. Diary 1 of 1660-1696,111-112. 
Forrest’s Home Series, 1.210. 
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To this account of tho revenue Mr. Gary subjoined, in his letter 
to the King, the state of the treasury at the time and the measures 
he had taken by laying in provisions ami adding-such men to the 
garrison as ho could ilmw together for its defence. Tho amount of 
treasure was 16,000 Xeraphins or £1884, and the numbers of the 
garrison were 285. These were composed principally of French 
Portuguese and Natives. Only 93 English officers were included. 1 

In their letter of 23rd April 1672 the Surat Council ask Bombay 
if there is any truth in the rumour that ShivAji is building a castle 
on Ilen^-Kemy. They say the. Surat Governor makes this news 
a reason for not letting the President go, because he says the 
President will help Shivnji. Let us hear of this say the Council. 
If ShivAji is building a fort on Tlenry-Kemy it is a much more serious 
matter for Bombay than for Surat.' 2 

During Mr. Gary's Government the relations botwoen Bombay and 
Surat were far from cordial. One of the chief points in dispute 
was the practice of the Surat Council granting passes to native ships. 
On the 5th September 1607 the Council recorded that the President 
(Mr. Oxinden) had made known to the Surat Council that Mr. Henry 
Gary, the Governor of Bombay, by his letter of the 4th of July, had 
directed Mr, Gerald Aungier to acquaint the President that he 
expected the President should forbear giving any more passes for the 
secure navigation of junks, but should send all sucli persons as 
required passes to the said Governor to receive them from him. 
This command from one who had been many years a servant to tho 
Company and knew full well the prejudice which would fall on the 
transaction of affairs in Surat should the Council be deprived of 
the liberty to grant passes, would have seemed the more strange 
did they not know him to be a person ill affected to the Company’s 
interest and an instigator of Sir Gervasc Lucas to make the like 
demand by a second hand. The Council held that to be deprived 
of a practice dating from the first settlement of tho Company's trade 
in Surat would be a great debasement to their repute and credit.. 
Without the power to grant passes, they continue, how can wo 
expect to keep these people in a good decorum. For this power has 
ever been an awe upon them engaging them to a civil appearance 
towards us, and has much conduced to tho Company's benefit in tho 
recovering and getting in of debts, which otherwise would have 
proved desperate. Should we now be deprived of this privilege, 
the loss of our reputations here may cause this king to nip in the 
bud those great immunities and privileges lately granted us so much 
to the Company's .benefit. 

These considerations, they add, bring us to this conclusion: 
That as the said Governor had laid his commands upon us by a 
second hand, namely Mr. Gerald Aungier, ho should also receive 


1 Mr. Gary to the King anil to Lord Arlington, Bombay, 12th December 1G87. 
Statement of the rcveuuoa o£ the island of Bonjbay enclosed lu tho preceding letters. 
East India Taper* in the Stato Paper,Office, Non, 243, 245, 240, 248, 249. Bruce* 
Annals, II, 212-216, 

2 Surat to Bombay, 23rd April 1672, Snrnt Fact. Out. L. Book 1 of 1630 -1673, 257. 
Forrest's Home Series, I. 62. 

» 1185—4 


Chapter I. 

History. 

State of Bombay, 
1660. 


Hcnrj-Keniy, 


Navigating 

Taesei, 

1667. 



Chapter I 

History. 

Navigating 

J’&saes, 

1607. 


[Historical 

2G BOMBAY TOWN 

our answer from him. That we could by no means lay down 
so ancient a practice, so much consistent with the Honourable 
Company's interest, which His Sacred Majesty was graciously pleas¬ 
ed to own when the ship lie turn came out, when the Company 
addressing themselves upon advice from us that Mr. Humphrey 
Cooke in the time of his government did impose upon us to the 
obstructing their affairs, he was graciously pleased to return them 
answer by the Right Honourable the Lord Arlington, Principal 
Secretary of State, that effectual directions should he given to the 
respective Governor or Governors of Bombay that they act nothing 
to the Company’s prejudice or contrary to their Charter. That 
living under the government of these people we could not refuse 
to give passes to such as demanded them. Therefore, except it 
appear to bo our King’s Majesty’s immediate command, or the 
Company give us their order to the coutraiv (either of which as in 
duty bound we shall readily obey and conform ourselves to), we 
cannot lay down this so ancient a custom and privilege. And 
therefore we do entreat tho Governor to forbear urging us further 
in this business until We shall receive commands from Europe con¬ 
cerning it, promising in the interim not to constrain these people 
to take our passes, nor be profuse in giving them until we are 
urgently moved to it, which we hope he will find so reasonable that 
wo shall have his assent for the present. 1 

In the following year (160S) the Governor of Bombay again 
required the Council to cease issuing passes. The Surat Factory 
Diary contains the following entry of a consultation held on the 
ai«t July : The receipt of letters by the ship Charles, some directed 
to Sir Gervase Lucas and others to himself, has so elevated Mr, Gary 
that he now says, as His Majesty’s interest is like to take root and 
iloutish, lie cannot be defective in a point so much tending 
to Ilis Majesty’s honour as not to have his authority acknowledged 
to reside at Bombay, which must no longer be disputed. He 
therefore hopes it will not be ill resented that he (Mr. Gary) 
renews his demands concerning the passes, which, though it haa lain 
dormant awhile, is not deceased ; he doubts not but our zeal to His 
Majesty’s grandeur will incline us to acquiesce therein. Our 
passes were indeed summoned by him tho last year, when we let 
him know (what before ho well understood) how prejudicial it 
would be to the Company’s affairs hero. Yet we would be so 
observant ns not to contradict His Majesty's orders, and declared 
then to relinquish our right to issue passes if ho had llis Majesty’s 
Commission for it. Until he had such Commission wo entreated 
him to forbear troubling us. But ho, to show bis own grandeur 
and to lessen our esteom with these people, not only renews his 
demands of tho passes from us, but has written letters in 
Persian to tho Governor, tho Shawbandar or Harbour Master, and all 
tho owners of junks in Surat commanding them to fetch their 
passes from him, in whom tho supreme power resides; that His 
Majesty intended to make the port of Bombay the most flourishing 


i Sur.it Consultation, 6th Sept, H67, Surat Fact. Diary 1 of 1GG0-1CW, 118, HD, 
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port in India, and that lie is setting out an Armada to scour the 
coasts from pirates. These his letters have put the town in an uproar 
and raised such jealousies in the king’s ministers, that we have been 
often sent for by the Governor and upbraided, that wo who had 
received such signal favours and immunities from the king, and 
enjoyed a peaceable and flourishing trade in this liis port and other 
of his dominions so many years, wore now destroying this port to set 
up one of our own. Telling us how ill the king would resent this 
business, wondering very much that Mr. Gary should set out an 
Armada to scour their seas, who never desired any such kindness 
from him. Nor would the Governor believe, but Mr. Gary was 
revolted and set up for himself ; and those Ids Armada were pirates 
intended to rob the junks of the Icing’s port. The President 
assured him Mr. Gary had no such intentions, nor could such a 
thing he. To this the Governor hastily retorted : What (says lie) 
cannot be ? Did you never hear of a son who put his father in 
prison? The Governor was very inquisitive after the situation of the 
island, its bigness, what towns and houses, how inhabited. He asked 
more especially after the fortifications as he was told by the man 
who brought the letters that they had built a castle. This we would 
not understand, but palliated the business what might be. And 
after that the President had urgently pressed him to let the mer¬ 
chants fetch their passes from thence, tolling him that Mr. Gary being 
the king’s minister, it would be rather safer for them than if they 
received thtsm of us, ho dismissed us for that time, telling us the 
business was of no small consequence, and would highly incense 
the king. And not being satisfied with our evading his discourse 
about their building fortifications, ho sent the patamar that 
brought bis letters with his broker homo to our house to justify it. 

This past, the Governor summons all the king’s officers and the 
merchants of the town to the king’s darbar, where, when they 
had consulted about the business, we were sent for again. The 
Governor then asking the President who Mr. Gary was. The 
President told him Mr. Gary was a person of honour and the 
King’s governor of the island. Then he asked whether lie were 
greater than we ? The President answered : Yea, as tho Governor 
himself and the king’s ministers were superior to tho merchants of 
the town. Yet some of tho merchants knowing Mr. Gary ceased 
not to set him at naught with much earnestness, declaring they 
would receive none of his passes, although we often pressed them 
to it as a thing that might conduce more to their peaceable naviga¬ 
tion than if they received ours. Nothing that we could plead 
would prevail with them. They told ns that we in our articles 
had agreed to give them passes here, and ar, we have continued 
so to do even to this day, so would they still expect passes from us 
while we remain in their port. To which the President answered 
that when those articles were made there was no other interest in 
those parts but the Company’s, Now there is another of the King’s, 
which ought to have the greater respect, and to which the Company 
must submit. This swayed not anything with the merchants. To 
those articles they would still bind us ; while we reside and trade 
in their country they would go no further for their passes. The 
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Governor told us should Surat shipowners submit to go to Bombay 
for their passes to-morrow the Dutch would send them to Batavia 
and the French to Madagascar. If you shall object (said they) that we 
send to Goa for the Portugal passes, it is because the Porfcugals have 
none of their people residing in our country for trade. If they did we 
would make them give us passes here. To conclude, the Governor first 
on behalf of the king and port, and the Shawbundar for the merchants, 
gave us this positive answer : That as they had ever received their 
passes from us in this port, so would they still demand them. 
If we refused to give passes they would send their vessels to sea 
without them. And if in their navigating any junk or the least 
boat did receive any disturbance from any of our nation, they bid 
us look to it, for they would have full satisfaction from us. Then 
the king’s intelligencer required our positive answer that he might 
write our resolutions up to the king. But foreseeing tiro danger 
of the king’s displeasure, and the hazard of the Company’s estate 
thereby, the President desired the governor, the intelligencer, and the 
rest to suspend their resolution of advising the king of this business 
until he had written to the Governor of Bombay and used his endeav¬ 
ours with him, declaring this was newly happened and without 
his knowledge. This being granted wc took our leave. Since then 
they have been enquiring very narrowly after the condition of the 
island, and the king’s intelligencer sent the President word that' he 
must advise the king of their fortifying, lest he suffer under tho 
king’s displeasure as his predecessor had done for neglecting it. 

All that we have here collected, makes itpcrspicuous that this king 
and his ministers have a jealous eye upon Ilis Majesty’s island and 
port of Bombay, The King will have far greater jealousy (we pray 
God it extend not to the loss of it, and our trade in his dominions) 
when he shall come to read those immature unreasonable letters of 
Governor Gary’s sent to the king’s ministers here, in a time when 
Bombay is not in a condition to be defended against the arms of so 
powerful a king bordering upon them, from whose country they are 
stored with all manner of provisions. Nor can we imagine what 
future troubles this may bring upon us in our persons. We must 
certainly expect great trouble in the Company’s affairs. So that 
having fully debated this business, we conclude to send Governor 
Gary a narrative of these proceedings that he may see into what a 
labyrinth of troubles be has involved us ; endangering the Company’s 
estate and privileges and (we fear) His MajestyVisland; and to 
entreat him once more not to molest us and obstruct the course of our 
trade ; but to defer his pretences to the passes to a more convenient 
opportunity, unless lie have His Majesty’s positive order to command 
us to lay them down, to which we shall most humbly submit, being 
ready to suffer all manner of ways rather than disobey Ilis Majesty. 
Desiring him for our security to send us that clause which warrants 
him to his demands, telling him that unless it be expressly 
commanded from the Court, we cannot answer it, not having yet 
received anything to warrant us to take our orders from him, but 
from the Company grounded upon their Charter. 1 

i Surat Consultation, 31st July 16G3, Surat Fact, Diary 1 of 1660.1696, 127-129* 
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Materials.] 


AND ISLAND. 


29 


During the same year (16GS) the question whether ships from 
Surat to England should call at Bombay caused some irritation at 
Surat The Factory Diary under date 31st July 1GGS has the 
following entry: The President having received several letters 
from Governor Gary, more particularly two of them of date the 
3rd and 11th July, concerning the Company's general affairs, 
he convened his Council and caused the said letters to be 
read. The first, treated wholly about our sending down the 
first ship we shall despatch for England, to touch at the port of 
Bombay, where he promised she shall remain not longer than 
twelve hours, to receive those advices indispensably necessary to he 
sent His Majesty by the first conveyance, whereby we shall do such 
an eminent piece of service that all our former cannot parallel, and 
will make amends for that sudden and hasty departure of the Return 
from tudia without Sir Gervasc’s advices. These with many 
other rhetorical expressions accumulated and pressed homo upon the 
President, we having well considered, wo concluded the ship in her 
passage home shall wait upon him, if wo have not positive orders 
from tho Company to the contrary or something more than we can 
imagine at this distance intervene. 1 

Meanwhile during the latter part of 1667 and the beginning 
of 1668, on the one hand the friction and rivalry between 
Bombay and Surat, on tho other the cost and trouble of 
managing Bombay bad resulted in the offer of the Company to 
take over Bombay and in the decision of the King to approve 
the transfer. At a General Consultation held at Surat on the 
3rd of September 1668, whereat were present the Right Worshipful 
Sir George Oxinden, Knight, President, Mr. John Goodier, 
Mr. Gerald Aungier, Captain Henry Young, Mr. Streinsham 
Master, and Mr. Mathew Gray, Secretary, the following note was 
recorded: 
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The ship Constantinople Merchant by God’s blessing arriving Transfer to 
two days since at tho Bar of Swally, the Commander Captain Company, 
Ward and Captain Henry Young came up in their boat the last J 

evening, presenting the President with the Honourable Company’s 
advices. Among the advices were Ilis Majesty’s Royal Charter under 
the broad seal of England for the taking possession of the island of 
Bombay with all and singular the appurtenances and revenues there¬ 
unto appertaining, His Majesty having been graciously pleased 
freely to bestow it on the Honourablo East India Company, our 
Masters, who by an instrument under their common seal have 
deputed their President and Council, and some other persons therein 
nominated, or any two or more of them, to receive and possess 
the said island for their use. Forasmuch as of tho several 
persons nominated, no more were at present in Surat than those 
convened at this Council, and seeing the matter to bo urgent the 
President propounded the choice of some persons out of this Coun¬ 
cil that should immediately prepare themselves for this Urgent 
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affair; lie declared how necessary it was, and with what willing¬ 
ness he would go himself in person. But the Company’s affairs 
were so pressing, large advices from the Company and many 
things to speak to and a ship speedily to be laden for England, 
that it was not possible for him to leave Surat, He therefore pro¬ 
pounded Mr. John Goodicr, next in Commission and quality, and 
by his intimacy with the Deputy Governor Gary, and the influence 
lie hath upon the affections of the other officers, gaiued in a visita¬ 
tion of that island, were very much to conduce to their peaceable 
surrender and our quiet possession of the place. Mr. Goodicr 
readily accepted the proposal, declaring his willingness to serve 
the Company upon all occasions. As neither Mr. Aungier, by 
reason of his employment in the warehouses, many of which being 
full of goods housed by him to be laden on the first ship, and by 
the absence of Mr. Goodier receiving into his charge the account*?, 
nor Mr. Gray who was required for despatch of advices to the 
Company could be spared, Captain Young and Mr. Streinsham 
Master, being till that remained of the persons nominated in Com¬ 
mission were, joined with Mr. Goodicr. Mr. Tho. Cotes having 
accepted the Company’s service and being well acquainted with all 
the officers and soldiers upon the island, and with the customs of 
the people and privileges of the place, was added to the other three, 
all four to make a Council, Mr. Goodicr to reside chief, and con¬ 
vene the rest upon all occasions that shall require consultation. 

It was further determined, for more expedition in tho unloading 
of the ship, that she might be prepared to receive on hoard the afore¬ 
said deputed persons and voyage with them to Bombay, that the 
Constantinople Merchant should remove from her anchoring at the 
river’s mouth and proceed into Swally Hole to unload. 1 

Four days later (7th September 1668) the Surat Council held 
their first consultation on the improvement of their Masters’new 
possession of Bombay and recorded the following note : 

It being the Honourable Company’s desire in a clause of their 
letter of the 27th March last (1668) now received (1st September 
1068) by the Constantinople Merchant, that wc contrive the best way 
for the making Bombay a port for tho exportation and importation 
of goods and persons to and from Persia, Mokha, and other parts •, And 
for the effecting of this that we employ at present iho Chesnut pink 
and get some other vessel to he there that merchants may be encour¬ 
aged to come tliither, and further that we advise them what shipping 
will be fitting for the encouraging this affair, and they will send 
them us, Wc deliberately considering thereon, do find many rea¬ 
sons inducing us to build them shipping in this country, where timber, 
iron work, carpenters, and many other materials are very-cheap, the 
building far more substantial than in England, and more proper 
for these parts, in regard they will require no sheathing, nor caulk¬ 
ing more than the decks, and by the industry of these people from 
what they have learned from our nation, as handsomely built as our 
English vessels, and yet further for the drawing merchants to the 
port,who may be encouraged when theyseeus building shipping there, 
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and for the encouragement of the natives in setting them on work, 
so that the money expended will remain in the island, and the 
people be the better enabled to pay those duties and rents annually 
received from them, the best timber being procurable near hand 
very cheap. These reasons we doubt not will be satisfactory to 
the Company, it tending wholly to' the benefit and increase of 
trade in that port and island. Wherefore we conclude to set two 
ships upon the stocks at their island of Bombay, one about 200 the 
other 300 tons, and to write home to be sent us by the first ship¬ 
ping standing masts, yards, guns, pitch, tar, cordage, all other things 
being procurable here. 1 

The Commissioners reached Bombay on the evening of the 21st 
September 1 (5(58, and His Majesty’s Warrant was at once delivered 
to Captain Cfary. A. day was spent in preparation for the ceremony, 
and on Wednesday the 23rd the Commissioners landed and were 
received by the Governor with military honours. The island was 
then taken possession of in the name of the Honourable Company 
and the necessary transfers effected. 

Of these ‘ necessary transfers ’ the Commissioners give the follow¬ 
ing details in their letter to the President, Surat, dated Bombay Load 
28th September 1663. Our last was from on board the Constanti¬ 
nople Merchant of the 20th current per hoy Despatch. On the 
21st, in the evening, we happily arrived in Bombay road when 
Captain Young and Mr. Cotes went on shore to deliver His Sacred 
Majesty’s letter directed to Sir Gervajsso Lucas and Deputy Governor 
Gary, as also a particular letter from John Goodier, copy of which 
is herein enclosed, as also Governor Gary’s particular answer returned 
next morning by Corporal Roby; After tins Governor Gary de¬ 
spatched Captain Young and Mr. Cotes on board,to assure us by word 
of mouth that they wore making all possible speed for our reception 
on shore, and that the next morning would be a convenient time. 
This message we gladly received, and returned by Captain Young 
a civil grateful answer. So w r e prepared ourselves for the next 
day’s ceremonies, when according to promise Captain Young and 
others came on board to accompany us on shore. The Commanders 
of the ships showed themselves very civil at our disembarking, as 
well in the term of our voyage. Wherefore we humbly entreat your 
particular acknowledgment to them, for wo have found them on 
all occasions very ready to assist ns. Captain Ward has been at 
expense of wine and cheer more than ordinary, which please to 
consider as you think fitting, and so wo leave them to acquaint you. 

At our landing we were met by Governor Gary, ami other officers, 
who at the head of their several Companies military drawn up by 
the sea side, received us with very much respect and ceremony and 
so accompanied us into the Fort. In the Fort Governor Gary caused 
all the soldiers to make their approach toward us in military order, 
first being by the Chief Officers commanded to lay down their arms 
and to march towards us without them, yet in decent rank, and 
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there in the head of them all he made a short speech, much in 
the honour and praise of the Honourable Company and caused His 
Majesty’s privy jfeal to be publicly read. At which for the gene¬ 
rality the officers and soldiers were well pleased that His Majesty 
had disposed the island to the Honourable Company to whom they 
owned obedience. After this we caused the Company’s Commis¬ 
sion (in parchment) to the President and Council, together with your 
Commission to us to be also read publicly. When the reading was 
over they marched back to their arms, and took them up for the 
Honourable Company when John Goodier made a short speech to 
encourage and confirm them in their obedience by assuring every 
man his former quality and pay, Captain Gary excepted. At 
present Captain Gary is very busily employed in making up several 
accounts, which being effected he intends to deliver tlie balance in 
unto us, and promises his utmost endeavour and assistance in the 
Company’s service. This we have reason to believe, because that 
hitherto lie hath met all our desires with a ready compliance, 
indeed it is beyond wlmt we could expect, and therefore we humbly 
request he may be looked upon accordingly. 

The several Officers as Captain Toldery, Lieut. Burgess, Lieut. 
Houghton, Ensign Gollopher, and Ensign Langford were very instru¬ 
mental in their several degrees and stations to promote our desires, 
and further the Company’s interests, when divers soldiers deserted 
their service, and with their mutinous example had like to have 
infected many more, who laid down their arms, denying any future 
service. Wherefore we were enforced to confine them in a room, in 
order to sending them on board, 'Which when they saw, they used the 
mediations of Captain Toldery that they might be admitted to their 
arms again, promising much obedience for the future. They wero 
received accordingly, only lost this by their refractoriness : that the 
civility and kindness we intended to show them, we are now 
enforced to exchange for a more reserved demeanour. 

By the vacancy or Mr. Price, who was Lieut, to the late Governor, 
Lieut. Burgess at present Lieut, to Captain Toldery, claims his place, 
by military right of succession ; also Lieut. Houghton, who is provi¬ 
sional Lieutenant with but Ensign’s pay, claims his right to be real 
Lieutenant. Ensign Langford is also but provisional Ensign with 
Serjeant’s pay, but he pretends to be real Ensign as is his due, So 
that for the preventing all discontents aud further obliging them, 
we could wish your Honour’s personal appearance here, or that you 
would please to give order for Commissions to be given them 
according to their desires exhibited to us respectively. Samuel 
Burgess made his humble request to us that according to that 
general promise of continuing every one in their places, he also 
might be continued in his, whose reasonable desire we kindly 
recommend to your Honour's favourable confirmation, as also his 
wages according as you in your wisdom shall think him deserving. 

As for giving the Englishmen encouragement to earn a pony by 
setting and planting and breeding of hogs and ducks, it is a 
work of time, and requires rather our observation and study than 
further reply. As for hogs and ducks they have been looked upon 
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as the annoyance of this island in the time of corn, being wont to 
break down and through the best fences that the husbandry of this 
island affords, so that (as we are informed) proclamations have been 
issued out for their destroying as often as they are found upon the 
corn. According to your orders we shall defer setting of land to 
that purpose till your Honour’s coming, which for many weighty 
reasons we desire may be with all convenient speed. 

The Portuguese Genius and other inhabitants have made their 
congratulatory addresses, the former petitioning us for mercy and 
redress {being much oppressed, especially in the behalf of orphans 
and widows whom they pretend to be deprived of tbeir lands), 
to which we gave them a civil answer, encouraging them accord¬ 
ing to order that they shall have all fair redress at the Presidents 
arrival, which we hope to be sudden. So they returned to their 
habitations well satisfied. 

As for the settling of the Customs, we shall punctually observe 
your orders by giving all encouragement to merchants. To that 
purpose have settled Mr. Cotes at Mdhim and for the present are 
necessitated to appoint Mr. Francis in Bombay, who hath orders to 
comply with the merchants according to your directions to us. 

As for the business of Cullian-Biwnde we have not had time or 
opportunity to enquire concerning it, having been so busily employ¬ 
ed in several various affairs, and talking so much as some of us 
have lost our voices ; therefore desire your patience till the return of 
the Bantam, when we hope to give satisfaction. 

Concerning Thana and BAndta we shall enquire, and after in¬ 
formation given to us we shall communicate it to you according to 
order. 

For encouragement to merchants we shall observe your directions 
set down to us, and hope ere long to reap the fruits of our labours 
which yet requires some time. Captain Gary makes no dispute of 
money or anything else, but promises with all expedition to surren¬ 
der up to us whatever is here, or in Surat or Persia, so that his 
readiness shows his sincerity for the Company’s service, which he 
hopes you will in convenient time consider. 

As for the licenses of tobacco and rents of cocoanuts, we shall at 
more leisure inform ourselves and send you an account thereof. 

As to the soldiers that are mariners, we find none desirous to 
leave the Company’s service but two seamen who are debauched 
and ill-governed men, therefore are sent on board Capt. Ward with 
the character befitting their deportment. 

As for the Chesnut pink much charge has been laid out upon 
her, being in a great part repaired, yet will require some time ere 
she is fitted, which we will hasten what possibly we can. For her 
quicker despatch we have this day made Henry White Commander 
according to your orders and have also made Francis Morewood 
Boatswain, and the rest of the officers and seamen we shall place 
according as we see occasion and desfirt. 

We have acquainted Captain Gary that the acknowledgment for 
b1185 -5 
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the island shall be authenticated in what manner will best content 
him, at which he is well pleased and satisfied and thankful for your 
care. 

For the two ships intended to be built there are some preparations 
made already, as some quantity of timber and more will shortly be 
procured, after we have learnt the experience of these parts. Which 
may give us further light into what you mention concerning the 
Portuguese Customs, and we do not doubt but expedients may be 
found to regulate their actions. Hirji Modi we shall advise withal 
concerning the timber, at a more leisureable time; in the mean 
time we have used arguments to persuade him to be honest and 
industrious as he promises. 

The 10,000 rupees mentioned are safe in the Company’s fort. 
We should have been glad that the broadcloth you intended 
had been shipped on the Constantinople Merchant, for we are in¬ 
formed that some will vend in these parts, wherefore have desired 
the quantity expressed, in the note of other goods here enclosed, to 
which please to be referred. The Chirurgery Chest is brought on 
shore and in the doctor’s custody. Will. Menehin was intended 
home, but upon second thought desires to continue in the Com¬ 
pany’s service, and so according to order we have his note herewith 
sent for the Honourable Company’s satisfaction. The Constan¬ 
tinople we were necessitated to continue in the road to this day, 
in regard that yesterday was the Sabbath day and the tides falling 
out so early hath occasioned her stay a day longer, for which wo 
crave your favourable censure. 

Mr. Streinsham Master doth now return on the Constantinople 
Merchant in conformity to your order, though our extraordinary 
occasions require a person of his abilities and deserts, who as he 
hath been so would have yet further been very useful to us in this 
juncture of business; but our occasions must submit to your plea¬ 
sure ; he will more fully satisfy you of all proceedings in these 
parts; we wish him a prosperous passage and safe arrival with you. 
Captain Young is invested in the charge of Captain Gary’s Com¬ 
pany of foot soldiers, a list whereof, as also of Captain Toldery’s, is 
now sent. The book of account Captain Young intends to enter upon 
with all convenient speed, for whose assistance we have appointed 
Mr. Jno. Martyr. 

One Peter Stephenson, who at our first landing was very mutinous 
and refractory, and laid down his arms, having used many oaths 
and imprecations that he would never serve the Honourable Com¬ 
pany, but among the first laid down his arms refusing to take them 
up again till (by whatever persuasions) the next day, excusing then 
his former error by pretence of being in drink, yet the very same 
night was drowned in a well and so attained not to the honour he 
was unworthy of, dying thus suddenly as a terrible example. 

Mudan desires to take his passage on the ship which we granted 
him in respect of bis urgent and earnest occasions at Surat, whose 
experience here hath made him very able to do us service ; therefore 
if you think fitting, your licensing his return to us again may be 
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useful to us in our future proceedings; he will inform you what 
cloth and other commodities will vend here, to whom please to be 
referred. 

Our occasions in regard of adding some necessary building to the 
house, will require two carpenters and two bricklayers. Those which 
were lately sent for hence are reputed very honest men, which if 
procurable will be very useful to us. 

One Mr. Thos. DuPlessis, a French gentleman of quality that 
came over with Sir Abraham Shipman, with whose death he lost his. 
hopes of preferment, having served several years in His Majesty’s 
service and having resolved before this alteration to go home by the 
first, having to that end obtained Captain Gary’s leave and passport 
recommendatory, upon his desire to us expressed we have given 
him leave to take bis passage on the-ship. 

We have taken out of the Constantinople Merchant 251 plates of 
copper and 2 lihds. of aluin, which we hope shortly to dispose of to. 
advantage, 

Ramsimar (Ltamchandra Shenvi) the Portugal scrivan (clerk) is so 
necessary for his knowledge of all the affairs of the island by his so 
long residence here, that we are forced to make use of him, desiring 
your approbation. 

Now we are near the conclusion. We find we want the Com¬ 
pany’s Seal, wherefore please at your convenient time to afford us 
one, which is all we have time for at present to trouble you with-. 
We shall conclude with our hearty prayers that God would give a 
blessing to all our labours and that his goodness may successfully 
crown all our endeavours, which we shall never be wanting in to 
approve ourselves. Your Honour’s faithful and most humble 
servants—John Goodier, H. Young, Tho. Cotes,—Bombay, Septem¬ 
ber 28th, 1668. 

P./S.—The list of the soldiers, above promised, is not sent because 
of the shortness of time we could not conveniently muster ; there¬ 
fore crave your Honour’s excuse, and for the Bantam we shall 
despatch it with all expedition, resolving for the future to be more 
punctual.—J. G., H. Y„ T. C. 1 

In the following year (1669) the Court appointed Sir George 
Oxinden to be President at Surat with a Council of eight, Mr. Gerald 
Aungier, Mr. Mathew Gray, Mr. Thomas Rolt, Mr. Henry Young, 
Mr. Streinsham Master, Mr. Charles James, Mr. Phillip Gyfford, and 
Mr. Alexander Grigby, five of whom were constantly to reside at 
Surat, particularly Mr. Aungier, Mr. Gray, and Mr. James. Bruce 
notices this as the first example of a regular constitution with 
checks in the Company’s Foreign dependencies. 2 3 

When the Court of Directors took into consideration the report 
of the Presidency of Surat on the events which had attended the 


1 Commissioners to Surat, 28th September 1GG8, Bombay Gazette aod Times of 

India of 10th November 1892, from BirdwootTs Records at the India Office, 

3 Bruce’s Annals, II. 252 - 263. Sir George Oxinden died on 14th July 1669 and 
Mr. G. Aungier succeeded him as President at Surat. Bruce Annals, II 261. 
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taking possession of the island of Bombay, and the appointment 
of Captain Young to be Deputy Governor, they came to the 
following resolutions. With respect to the building of vessels for 
the defence of the island, they appointed Mr. Warwick Pett to 
proceed to Bombay and to construct two vessels, for which equip¬ 
ments and stores would be sent on the ships of the season, explain¬ 
ing that their reason for appointing Mr, Pett was his practical 
knowledge of ship building, in which he could instruct the settlers 
to the advantage of the island. They next appointed Captain 
Smith and Captain Toldery, two of the officers commanding the 
military at Bombay, to act as engineers who were to employ under 
them such persons in the garrison as might be qualified to assist 
in constructing and repairing the fortifications, being of opinion 
that professional men could not be obtained in England without 
large salaries and that they probably might expose the Company 
to heavy charges from the speculations -into which men of this 
description usually lead their employers. The Court also intimated 
to the Presidency of Surat that any application to the Crown of 
Portugal for redress would be hopeless, and therefore that the 
Deputy Governor and his Council must endeavour to strengthen 
the island so as to prevent obstructions from TMna and Karanja, 
and to retaliate by exacting customs from the Portuguese till they 
could bring them to a reasonable accommodation of trade. 

On the subject of the claims of the Portuguese to lands on the 
island, the Court ordered that it should be ascertained whether 
the lnnds belonged to the Crown of Portugal or to individuals in 
1661, the date of the cession, and that all acquisitions posterior to 
that date must be held to have proceeded from an imperfect right. 
Still, as it would be imprudent to delay strengthening the fort or 
building the town, the presidency were authorized to purchase the 
lands in the immediate vicinity of the fort, provided the expense 
did not exceed £1500. The Deputy Governor was also instructed 
for the improvement of the island, to encourage plantations of 
pepper, and manufactures of the cloths which had formerly been 
brought from the neighbouring continent, and, if possible, to render 
such cloths a fabric of the island. The inhabitants were to be 
allowed a moderate toleration ; but the claims of the Jesuits, though 
admissible by the Portuguese usages, were not to be held valid in 
an English settlement. 1 

In 1669, Mr. Young, the Deputy Governor of Bombay, reported 
to the Court that the fortifications were improved ; that the garrison 
required a supply of recruits and accommodation for the soldiers 
and the families of settlers who had arrived in the ships from 
Europe; and that application had been made by the Sidi of Rij&pur 
(RAjpuri) for an asylum at Bombay in ease he should be obliged to 
abandon Rajpuri to Shivtiji. The Deputy Governor submitted that as 
Rrfjpuri had formerly been deemed an object of importance to the 
Company, because, with a small European garrison, it could hold 


l The Court to the President and Council of Surat, 2nd August 1669 and 17th 
February 1670, Bruce’s Annals, II. 254 ■ 256, 
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out against any attack either of Shivaji or the Moghal, it might 
be prudent, under the present circumstances, to get possession of it, 
as it would place the Company’s trade and shipping in a better 
situation than they were at Bombay or even at Surat. 1 

Before the close of 1669 Mr. Aungier who had become doubtful 
of the prudence of Mr. Young’s administration of Bombay, recalled 
him to Surat. Mr. Aungier instructed the other Commissioners to take 
charge of the island till he should himself arrive and promulgate the 
civil and military regulations sent by the Court. He was of opinion 
that it would be dangerous to entertain the proposal of the Sidi of 
IWjpuri to protect him at Bombay, as this might offend the Moghal 
and be followed with disastrous effects to Surat; he therefore 
recommended the Council at Bombay to give evasive answers to the 
Sidi’s applications and to lay aside the project of obtaining posses¬ 
sion of Danda Rfijpuri, though it might afterwards become a 
subject of consideration. The Deputy Governor Mr. Young resign¬ 
ed his office on the 13th November 1669 to Mr. James Addams 
and five Commissioners, and embarked with his family for Surat.® 

A dispute between the Dutch and the Portuguese attracted the 
notice of the Governor of Surat who suspected that the English 
had been parties to the dispute and that the scheme of the Europeans 
was to ruin the trade of Surat by seizing on their junks and 
withdrawing to Bombay. This suspicion obliged Mr. Aungier to 
remain at Hurat till he could despatch the ships for Europe. 
He dirocted one of them to touch at Bombay and receive from the 
Commissioners a full report for the Court on the state of the forti¬ 
fications and docks, and on the reinforcements required for the 
garrison. This report stated that the stock had been employed in 
providing investments, but that the expenses incurred for building 
the fort at Bombay to render it inaccessible to a European enemy, 
would require a separate fund from that intended for the provision 
of the investment. The supply of special funds could alone 
render the island a secure residence for native traders and manu¬ 
facturers. 3 

In 1669 Captain Henry Young vcho had been Deputy Governor 
of Bombay was accused of many irregularities. At a consultation 
on the 27th November 1669 the Surat Council decided that Bombay 
was the most convenient place for the investigation. 1 In January 
1670 it was concluded that Mr. Charles James and Mr. Alexander 
Grigby should accompany the President to Bombay to assist him 
in Council. 6 
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1 Bombay to the Presidency of Surat, 4th August, 6th and 16th October, and 
2nd November 1669. (Surat Letter Book, Yol. LVUI. pages 123, 148, 151, 153.) 
Bruce, II. 268. 

3 The Presidency of Surat to the Commissioners at Bombay, 1st November 1669. 
Bombay to Surat, 15th November 1669. Bruce, II, 269. 

3 The Presidency of Surat to the Court, 26th November 1669. Bruce, II. 269-270. 

* Twenty-one charges were brought against Mr. Young, The trial ended with 
an order that he should be taken on shipboagd and sent to England, See Anderson's 
English in Western India 97-98, and Bombay Consultation dated 22nd January 1669 
(should be 1670) in Surat Fact. Diary 1 of 1660 -1696. 

5 Surat Consultation 2nd January 1670, Surat Fact. Diary 1 of 1660 - 1696. 
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Chapter I. President Aungier embarked at Surat on. the llth January 1670. 
History . 1 On his arrival at Bombay, after investigating the accusations against 
President Aungier Captain Young, Governor Aungier published the Company's regu- 
ia Bombay, Sl01 l&tions for the civil and military administration of the island. He 
1-670. ’ formed two Courts of Judicature ; the inferior court to consist of a 

Company’s civil officer, assisted by native officers, who were to take 
cognizance of all disputes under 200 Xeraphins (Us. 145); and the 
superior court to consist of the Deputy Governor and Council to hear 
appeals from the inferior court, and to take cognizance of all civil 
and criminal cases. The decisions of the superior court were to be 
final, and without appeal, except in cases of the greatest necessity. 
Both courts were to meet regularly once a week. He next reduced 
the military establishment from two to one company, but made 
provision for the supernumeraries till this small establishment 
should be brought into form. He appointed a supervisor of the 
fortifications, and an accountant to keep regular books of the 
expenditure. Without receding from the principle he modified the 
exemption from taxes for five years, recommended by the Court, 
to encourage the merchants and manufacturers, by continuing the 
old customs on the produce of the island, oil cocoanuts and coir 
used as cordage, and on wine, arrack, opium, and tobacco ; he 
exempted bullion and the goods specified in the Court’s order from 
all customs; and, to cover the loss of revenue, imposed a port-duty 
of one per cont. The result of a survey of the land showed the 
land revenue had been over-rated by not deducting the large pro¬ 
portion claimed and retained by the Jesuits. On the other hand 
the amount of the lesser inlaud customs had been under-rated. 
When put up to sale they produced £200 more in 1669-70 than 
in the preceding year’. With regard to the projected town, the 
expenses incurred in erecting the fort had rendered it a subject 
for future consideration. As the claims for rights to lands near- 
the town had been numerous, he had removed the fishermen to some 
distance, and intended to build houses on the ground where their 
huts stood. It would require time to adjust the foundations 
of the rights to lands before houses for the settlers and merchants 
could be erected. 1 


In February 1670 as the Governor had shortly to return to Surat,, 
it was resolved that in regard of his great abilities and experience 
in the management of affairs, Mr. Mathew Gray should be- 
Deputy Governor and Commander-in-Chiof; Mr. Ph. Gyfford, 
Accountant and Second in Council; Mr. Thomas Colts, Customer 
of Mdhim ; Mr. Robert Barbor, Customer of Bombay ; and Mr. John 
Martin, Secretary or Register to the Council. That in military 
affairs Captain John Burges and the rest of the Commission officers 
be called to Council and that in civil matters Mr. Sterling be 
assistant in Council. 2 3 


1 Presidency of Surat to the Court, 30th March 1670. Bruce’s Annals, II. 

271-272. 

3 Bombay Consultation, 12th February 1070, Surat Factory Diary 1 of 1660-1696. 
On his return to Surat on the llth March 1670, Mr. Aungier found the town in A 
great alarm from a threatened invasion by ShivAji* ' Bruce, 11. 2"2. 
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Before leaving Bombay (February 1670) the Governor decided 
to make use of a resident on the island a Portuguese by name 
Simao Serrao, a man well read in the civil and imperial laws and 
one who by his experience and practice in the laws and customs 
of the Portuguese was ably qualified to do the Company effectual 
and good service in discovering their just right and privilege. The 
Deputy Governor was to make use of Sitnao as occasion presented 
for the common benefit, rewarding him a3 he shall merit and the 
Council deem convenient. 1 

He also decided that the Company’s proposals concerning the 
building of wharfs docks and cranes being a work of time should 
be reserved to future consideration. As to the suggestion that the 
Company should make Bombay a free port for five years he desired 
the Council seriously to consider whether this grant would answer 
the end the Company aimed at and bring trade to the port, and 
if so whether considering the smallness of the Company’s quick 
stock in India and the great charge they were at in raising the 
fortifications they could afford to make the experiment. 2 

At Surat the affairs of Bombay continued to engage President 
Aungier’s attention. The Surat Diary for 28th October 1670 
details a consultation on letters received from Bombay. After 
serious debate it was resolved that the Deputy Governor and 
Council’s proceedings touching the altering the price of rice, raising 
a breastwork upon the wall of the fort, and setting up the gates, 
be approved; that Robert Kirby, now carpenter of the ship Oxinden, 
be ordered to repair to Bombay for the service of the Company’s 
affairs there ; and that certain idle bricklayers be turned out. 3 

On the 10th January 1671 the President resumes in a letter to 
the Court of Directors : Now we are on discourse of your island 
Bombay, we humbly recommend to you certain rude proposals 
which have offered themselves to our thoughts tending as we 
hope to render the colony useful in some measure to England, 
and in a condition to bear its own charge. We entreat you to 
receive these proposals under your debate and what part thereof 
you shall in your wisdom determine worthy to be put in practice, 
please to strengthen us with sufficient power or instructions 
that your orders may be the more fully obeyed. Your ships 
George and Charles—the former whereof we expect suddenly 
from Queda and the latter now lying in on freight for Persia—are 
weakly manned, having lost most of their men by mortality. These 
we have supplied from Bombay. Hereafter for the better manning 
of your shipping, as also the brigandiues or frigates to be built 
and the hoys, we humbly propose that it would be necessary 
to require all the Commanders of the shipping you send to these 
ports to bring out supernumerary men according to their respective 
burthens at the owner’s charge; that so they may leave some spare 
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1 Bombay Consultation, 12th February 1670, Surat Fact, Diary 1 of 1660-1696. 

3 Bombay Consultation, 6th February 1670, Surat Fact. Diary 1 of 1660-1696. 

* Surat Consultation dated Swally Marine, 28th October 1070, Surat Fact. Diary 
1 of 1660 -1696. 
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men behind them by which means your ships will be the better 
supplied without charge to you. Some mates and masters for such 
frigates as shall be' designed to be built for the use of your island 
Bombay will also be wanted. 1 

As intimated in the above letter of January 1671, the President 
and Council at Surat submitted the following proposals touching 
Bombay Island : 2 3 

That in regard the general charges of the island, now that 
the customs are given free and the seized lands restored, are great 
and do far exceed the revenue, therefore to the end that the sole 
burthen of the charge may not light on the Company only, seeing 
they reap no benefit thereby, it seems reasonable that a general 
tax or assessment be enordered on the respective inhabitants over 
and above the present foro, which is only a kind of quit-rent and 
very inconsiderable. 

That the said tax be proportioned not only towards defraying 
the charge of the garrison but also all other general charges of 
what nature soever, to wit: 


and Assistants. 


(1) Drawing a line of fortification for the new town to be 
built. 

(2) Building a mould and docks for shipping when it shall be 
thought fitting. 

(3) Building a fair common house, wherein may be also 
appointed chambers for the Courts of Justice, warehouses or 
granaries for corn and ammunition, as also prisons for several 
offenders. 

(4) Salaries or wages for Public officers, to wit: 

a. Governor, ~1 

b. Deputy Governor, 

c. Treasurer, 

d. Accountant, 

e. Council, 

/. Secretary, 

g. Judge of the Courts of Judicature and officers. 

h. Procurator General and his clerks. 

i. Public Notary. 

j. Sheriff or Chief Constable and officers. 

k. Other necessary officers. 

(5) Building of six galleys or brigandines for the guard of the 
port and for convoys. 

That the said tax or assessment be appointed and commanded 
by public order from the Honourable Company to their Governor 
and Council, who must be required to levy and proportion it in 
such nature as may be least burthensome to the people and may 


1 Surat Government (Messrs, Aungier, Gray, James and Grigbie) to the. Court 
of Directors, Swally Marine, 10th January 1671, Surat Fac. Out. Letter Book 1 of 

1630-1678, 202, Forrest’s Home Series, I. 44-45. 

3 Surat Fact. Out. L. B. l of 1&S0 • 1673, 217-227. Forrest’s Home Series, 1,51-56. 
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not discourage strangers from coming to live with ns. That it be 
levied only on land and not on any goods or merchandise, the 
rather for that the land bears no charge at all, nor hath done since 
it was in the English possession, notwithstanding the great security 
and freedom they have enjoyed. Whereas formerly, under the 
Portugal Government, they were forced to make often subsidies and 
free donations towards bearing the public charge of the State of 
India. An example whereof occurred the year before the possession 
of the island was granted to the Honourable Company, when 
Captain Gary, then Governor, did demand supply of the povo or 
inhabitants, who willingly offered Rs. 12,000 towards building the 
frigates and other charges, which it seems was not received. 

That a Public Register or Chamber of Accounts be appointed 
wherein all the present revenues and profits of the island as also 
the general charges of the government shall be entered. And that 
the said accounts be committed to the trust of certain Commis¬ 
sioners, men fearing God and of honest reputation, for preventing 
any fraud or embezzlement of the public stock, and that a true 
and exact balance be drawn every year of the said acco un ts, and 
that whatsoever the income or revenue of the island falls short of 
the general debts or disbursements, be levied on the people in such 
a manner as may be best accommodated to their ease and satis¬ 
faction. 

That an excise be set on all drinks and strong liquor. 

For the encouragement of Trade : 

That interest be settled and reduced to nine per cent, and that 
all manner of extortion be prohibited on severe penalty. 

That liberty be granted as a particular privilege to those 
that inhabit on the island of Bombay to trade not only to all these 
parts of India, but also to the ports and islands of the South Seas, 
Bantam not excepted ; provided that no English freemen do settle 
their families and trade in those places where the Company's 
Factories are settled, nor deal in any of the Company’s commo¬ 
dities. 

That companies or fellowships be erected for the better and 
more able carrying on of any trade, and that certain privileges 
and immunities be granted to the said societies for their greater 
encouragement. 

That for the greater advance of trade the Company would 
please to give order for the lending out. certain sums of money to 
the said socieiies and other honest merchants, they paying interest 
for the same and giving sufficient securities either in land pawns 
or otherwise for making full satisfaction. This course and 
policy was practised formerly by the Dukes of Florence with very- 
remarkable success, to the raising the trade and much enriching 
the Port of Leghorne and consequently to the great increase of 
their customs and revenues. 

That for the greater security of the port against Mallabars, 
Savgonas (Sangunians ?) and Arab pirates, certain sea law# fct 
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established for encouragement of privateers to go out in search of said 
pirates, to whom the Company may lend the frigate, or other vessels 
which they build on certain conditions, namely, the said vessel or 
Aungierjs Proposals, have so many shares of what prizes shall be taken and the 

rest to be divided .among the adventurers according to their 
respective proportion, the ship 4 rd, provision Jrd, the men $rd. 

That encouragement be given for artificers and handicraftsmen 
of all sorts to come out and live on the island with their families, 
/ho must be bound to settle on the island, or at least to continue 
o many years there. To whom for the first year or two the 
lompany may allow whole pay for their present maintenance till 
hey are settled in their way of trade, and that afterwards the 
Company may allow them but half or quarter pay, they having 
deans to live and maintain their families by their trades. And in 
ase Englishmen are not to be persuaded there, that the Company 
vould please to invite and encourage artificer’s and handicraftsmen 
,f all other nations to settle there with their families, provided 
hey be of the reformed religion. The handicraftsmen which are 
hiefly wanting are husbandmen and gardeners who understand 
danting and improving of grounds, the ground of Bombay being 
ipt to receive and bring forth any seed or plant whatsoever 
vhen the times and seasons of planting are sufficiently understood ; 
weavers both of silk and cotton, who in a short time may 
procure to themselves a very comfortable livelihood ; carpenters for 
juilding of houses as well as ships who are much wanted and much 
isteemed; smiths who also are much wanted; gunsmiths and lock- 
imiths, armourers, bakers, cooks, shoemakers, tailors, dyers, barbers, 
jutton-makers, ribbon-weavers, butchers, haberdashers of small 
ware, and others. 

That there be encouragement for the building of ships and 
vessels, that is, a particular privilege in the customs or otherwise 
[or so many years, provided that after being built they be not 
suffered to be sold to other place, but to be employed in voyages 
for ten years or more, and that when any such vessels are sold to 
other parts double custom be paid for them according to the value 
of the ship. 

That no English freemen be suffered to leave the island but 
with the license and consent of the Governor and Council, and that 
if he design to make voyages abroad, he give in security to return 
at such a time to the island after expiration of the voyages, other¬ 
wise a fine to be forfeited to the Company. 

That for the encouraging good husbandry, by preventing the 
vain and immoderate excess of apparel, as also for the greater 
consumption of our own native manufactures, a standing law be 
established by the Honourable Company that no apparel or out¬ 
ward garments, to wit tunics, vest, doublet, breeches, be used or 
worn by any Christian inhabitants on the said island, those of the 
Eastern Church excepted, of what quality, nation, and condition 
soever, but such as are made "of English manufactures or brought 
out of England in our own shipping whether of silk wool or cotton. 
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The grounds and reasons for establishing thi3 so necessary an 
order, and the good consequences and advantages which will acrue 
therefrom, are so obvious as well to the Company as to the inhabit- . . , 

ants, that they need not be enlarged on*. And for the better un S ie rs^^opoea ■, 
supply of the island with English manufactures that the Honour¬ 
able Company would please to send out yearly such quantities 
of serges, perpetuanoes, shaloons, and other light and cheap stuffs 
such as are usually worn in England in the summer times, as also 
all sorts of fashionable silks according to the mode of England, 
which may be sold at reasonable prices for the greater encourage¬ 
ment of the inhabitants to wear them; and for the better con¬ 
firmation and continuance of this law that certain fines and penalties 
be inflicted on any whomsoever, whether English or other, that 
shall attempt to make breach thereof. 

That for the greater decency of the military order all the 
soldiers, as well officers as others, be required to wear red serges or 
perpetuanoes only in the summer time, or red cloth in the winter, 
which shall be afforded them at reasonable and cheap rates from the 
Company’s warehouse, to which end the Governor, Deputy 
Governor, and the rest of the Council be advised to give the soldiery 
encouragement by their own example. 

That in regard the seas adjacent and belonging to the island 
do afford great quantities of fish, not only for the supply of 
the Eland but for trade into the neighbouring ports, whereof 
neither the Government nor the inhabitants in general receive little 
or any benefit by reason of the evil management thereof, at present 
being committed wholly to the Kolis, that the Honourable Company 
would please to order some ordinance to be established for the 
encouragement of shipping, either by free customs for a cei'tain 
time or some other privileges, and also would please to send out 
some fishmongers with their families with rules for erecting a 
company of fishmongers that better order may be observed therein. 

In order to preserve the Government in a constant regular 
method free from that confusion which a body composed of so many 
nations will be subject to, it were requisite that the several nations 
at present inhabiting or hereafter to inhabit on the island of 
Bombay be reduced or modelled into so many orders or tribes, and 
that each nation may have a Chief or Consul of the same nation 
appointed over them by the Governor and Council whose duty and 
office must be to represent the grievances which members of any 
of the said nation shall receive from the Christians or any other, as 
also to answer for what faults any of the said nation shall commit, 
that the offenders be brought to punishment and that what duties 
or fines are due to the Company may be timely satisfied. His office 
may be also to arbitrate and determine all controversies which 
may arise between said nation, in case the parties are so agreed, 
otherwise they are to be brought before the Judge of the Courts of 
Judicature. Further, the duty of said Consul must be to make an 
exact toll-book or register of the said nation, principally the number 
of persons inhabiting and settled with their increase, as also 
the voyages coming in and going out, together with what arms or 
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Chapter I. ammunition they bring in or carry out, which toll-book or register 
History. must be yearly sent in to the Governor or his Deputy Governor 
. and Council as well for security as for an orderly exact knowledge 

Auagwr a ^ roposau, ^ ow island increaseth or diminisheth in trade and inhabitants. 

Now as to the choice of these Consuls, it seems necessary that they 
be chosen yearly or at most every third year; that at their election 
they take an oath of fidelity, in such terms as the Honourable 
Company shall please to impose on them ; and that such who merit 
well from the Honourable Company by good service, advancing of 
trade inhabitants or shipping, or bring any considerable profits 
and emoluments to the island, be rewarded by some particular 
honours and specimens of the Honourable Company’s favour 
towards them, that others also may be invited to deserve in the 
same nature. 

For the more constant and secure supply of the island with 
corn grain and provisions of all sorts, that a stock be employed 
yearly, either of the Company’s or of the band’s, for the supplying 
the island with wheat, rice, butter, oil, wood and other provisions, 
which being bought at the best hand and in the cheapest times, may, 
as occasion serves, be distributed and sold to a reasonable profit, 
reserving always such a store as shall be judged necessary to supply 
the garrison in case of danger for three years at least. To which end 
sufficient and secure granaries must be built in several places to 
reserve said store from loss, embezzlement, putrefaction, and there¬ 
fore ought to be entrusted to able and conscientious men who may 
be obliged to render a strict account thereof to the Governor and 
Council every month or at most every three months on severe 
penalty to be inflicted in case of default. 

That persons of honest report be appointed to visit the shops 
of the Muudys or victuallers which sell all sorts of provisions 
by retail, to oversee and examine the quality of said provisions of 
what sort soever it be that it be good and wholesome in its kind. 
And if on examination it proveth not good, to take it away and 
burn it and also lay some severe fine on the offender. And further 
that set prices be appointed on all provisions regulated in weight 
and measure according to justice and the public good and encourage¬ 
ment of the inhabitants. 

That English weights and measures be appointed by public 
authority to be alone used on the island and all others prohibited, 
to which end that standard weights and measures be sent on 
purpose out of England by the next ships. 

Whereas hitherto for want of sufficient number of able English¬ 
men qualified thereunto, we have been forced to serve ourselves 
of the native Portuguese for Justices, Constables, and other public 
offices, especially in the Lower Courts of -Judicature, who not 
understanding the English language, the proceedings of the said 
Courts, as also of the Upper Courts, have been hitherto of necessity 
done in the Portuguese language, which is not only dishonourable 
in itself but also exposes the government and proceedings of said 
Courts bo many inconveniences: Wherefore for the preventing 
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thereof it is indispensably necessary that all proceedings in said Chapter t. 
Courts of Judicature be done altogether in the English language. History. 

For the better management whereof that the Company would . , . 

please to send out yearly a convenient number of persona well un S ier ^^^°P°* a *• 

qualified for said offices whose charges and salaries must be paid out 

of the fees fines and amerciaments (pardons) which shall arise from 

the said Courts, which will be a good livelihood for them, so that 

they be not any charge to the Company, having freedom to trade to 

improve their stocks to the most advantage. This will be a means 

to strengthen the English interest on the island, which at present 

is low and weak, and consequently not so much esteemed by the 

natives as it ought to be. 

Whereas, for want of English women, many of the English and 
other Protestant soldiers sent out, do marry with Portuguese mesties 
(half-caste women), natives of the island, who are Roman Catholics, 
by which means the children of the said Protestants are through 
their father’s neglect brought up in the Roman Catholic principles 
to the great dishonour and weakening the Protestant religion and 
interest: Wherefore for the preventing the evil consequences which 
may in time accrue therefrom, that the Company would please not 
only to encourage the sending out of English women, but also to 
establish a standing order that the children of all Protestant fathers 
bo brought up carefully iu the Protestant religion, though the 
mothers thereof be Roman Catholics, and that severe penalties be 
inflicted on all offenders, especially on the Padres who shall endeav¬ 
our to baptise the said children or any way attempt to inveigle 
or entice them away from the Protestant faith. 

That the Company would send out some men who understand 
the making of redlead, which being of great expense in these 
parts would turn wed to account, not only in consumption of great 
quantities of lead, but confining the manufacture thereof solely to 
ttie island of Bombay, where it might be sold much cheaper and 
employ Englishmen thereon. The Moghal government of Surat is 
so jealous hereof that, notwithstanding all our endeavours for these 
throe years, we cannot procure any person that understands the 
making redlead to go to Bombay, nor can we get any from other 
places, and therefore it were necessary they were sent from England, 

That for the greater encouragement of manufactures either 
of silk or cotton on the island, public liberty be granted to all 
persons to bring in cotton weavers and bilk weavers on their ac¬ 
counts, for the employing their own private stocks. And that what 
goods they shall make proper for Europe markets, the Company 
may buy them at certain reasonable rates to be agreed on whereby 
they may have a competent livelihood, and that in case the pro¬ 
viders of said goods shall desire rather to dispose of said goods 
abroad, and can have a better price from others than from the 
Company, that they be left at liberty to dispose of them to their 
most advantage. 

That all Englishmen whatsoever, whether in the Company’s 
•ervice or freemen, as also all others of the reformed religion, marry- 
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Chapter I. iug on the island of Bombay, do bind themselves on their marriage 

History. to live on Bombay ten or seven years at least, during which time 

. . , p j they must not be suffered to transport themselves for England on 

* 1671 . P a ’ any pretence whatsoever, unless immediate orders shall come from 
the Honourable Company in England to license their departure, 
and this on the forfeiture of a considerable penalty on all who 
shall offend herein. 


For the more strict observation of all laws and ordinances 
already made or hereafter to be made by the Honourable Company 
for the island of Bombay and for the more regular and exact payment, 
keeping an account of all fines forfeitures and amerciaments duo 
to the Honourable Company on any account whatsoever, that a 
certain person be appointed of honest reputation having the power 
and office of a Recorder, whose duty must be to take care that all 
penal laws are put in execution and all forfeitures fines and 
amerciaments received from all without respect of persons, and to 
keep an exact register thereof to be sent the Company every year; 
the said Recorder also may have the office of an Esch eater' to 
escheat condemn and seize to the Company's use all lands houses 
and tenements, which in time either by the failing of the lives of 
the present incumbents or possessors or otherwise shall accrue by 
right in law to the Honourable Company. 1 ■ 

The Mahijtin’s Another scheme for the advantage of Bombay in which at this 

P «m° n ' time (1671) Governor Aungier interested himself was the settle- 

*' i " ment of Surat Bauias in Bombay. It appears that the Mahiijan or 

committee of the Surat Bania community desired the assurance of 
certain privileges before risking the move to Bombay and that the 
Company had given a general approval to the Mahhjan’s proposals. 
On the lbth January the Surat Council wrote to the Company : 
The Mahajan or Chief Council of the Banids have been much satisfied 
with the answer which you were pleased to give to their petition 
sent you by the ship Samson touching their privileges in Bombay. 2 3 
It seems they have determined once more to trouble your Honours 
with a letter which they have ordered your broker Bhimji Pdrakh 
to write, representing their desires that the said privileges may be 
confirmed to them under your great seal, for which their request 
they give you their reason and ground in their own letter which 
they have sent us to be transmitted to you and now goes in your 
packet by ship Falcon. The argument they use to strengthen their 
request seems to have some weight. They say the Honourable Com¬ 
pany are perpetual and their ordinances always of force, bitt their 
President and Council are mutable, and the succeeding Presidents 
and Councils do often alter what their predecessors have granted, 
on which score they hope your Honours will be pleased to grant 
their petition. As to our judgments hereon, we humbly offer that 
we cannot see any detriment can accrue to you thereby, rather a 
considerable advantage may follow; and as to the latitude and 


1 Surat Factory Out. L. Book 1 of 1630-1673, 217*227. Forrest's Home Series, 

I. 51-50. 

3 The petition, the privileges, and the answer, referred to in this extract, have sot 
been traced. 
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extent of what privileges you shall afford them, it must be totally 
referred to your own wisdoms however you shall please to deter¬ 
mine in this matter. We judge if your Honours would please to 
favour them with a line in answer to their letter, it would be a 
great comfort to them and no disadvantage to your interest. 1 

A despatch from the Surat Council dated 3rd February 1671 
informs the Company that their island Bombay, and their factories 
of KdrwtLr, Billiapatam, and Calicut, are in a happy and orderly 
posture. 2 

About the same time suspicions aroused at Agra in consequence 
of the reported despatch of a French fleet clouded the prospects 
of any rapid development of Bombay. On the 10th January 
1671 the President and Council at Surat addressed the Court 
on the necessity for caution and forbearance. They wrote: The 
noise 8 which the French fleet made in the Court at Agra has 
caused the Moghal to send down another governor with 2000 
horse, being the same that was governor five years since by name 
Shaistikh&n. He formerly was a great friend to us, and now 
promises fair. Still we expect some trouble from him in regard 
that some ill disposed officers of Surat last year, failing the great 
presents from us which they expected, have given the Moghal 
strange information concerning your island of Bombay, so that 
we judge it necessary to temporise a little at present and make as 
little noise of Bombay as may be, that wo may the better prevent 
a storm which otherwise may be raised, For though we little 
concern ourselves for any danger to your island, where the 
Moghal’s force cannot come near us, yet we know it is in this 
governor Shaistikh&n’s power to bring great disturbance to the 
body of your trade which lies in this country. This we judge most 
safe and consistent with your interest to avoid by all prudent and 
lawful ways we can contrive, as the state of your affairs stands at 
present. We take due notice of the wise caution which you 
give us to keep a fair understanding with the Moghal govern¬ 
ment of Surat and not to think of leaving our settlement here: 
We declare unto you that we are so far from having any thoughts 
of leaving Surat that we judge it your interest to continue as 
firm a settlement and large a trade as ever, notwithstanding your 
island of Bombay. For seeing your trade is so much enlarged of 
what it was, there will be a necessity not only to continue these 
good ports wherein we are settled, but also to find out more for 
the better vent of the great quantities of goods which you send 
out, and provisions of the eargazoons which you enordered for 
Europe, and though our eyes and thoughts are as sincerely fixed on 
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1 Surat Government (Messrs. Aungier, Gray, James, and Grigbie) to the Court 
of Directors, dated 10th January 167i, Surat Fact. Out, L. Book 1 of 1630-1673, 
206-7. Forrest’s Home Series, I. 46-47. 

* Surat President Mr. Aungier and Council to the Court of Directors, 3rd February 
1671, Surat Fact. Out. L. Book 1 of 1630-1673, 211, 

1 The letter from which this extract is taken is incomplete as the pages in the 
manuscript record extending over the seven years ending 1671 arc missing. The 
Court’s letter to which this is a reply has not been traced. 



48 


BOMBAY TOWN 


Chapter I. 
History. 


Meatum-a at 
burat, 
1071. 


Bombay the 
Chief Seat, 

isn. 


the raise of your island of Bombay as becomes us, yet we do not 
approve of over-busty proceedings, nor shall we ever advise you to 
use force or engage in fatal quarrels with your neighbours to attain 
that end. 1 

The Despatch continues: Your President had determined with 
some counsel to take his passage on those ships for your island 
of Bombay, having many matters of no mean importance to act 
there. But as circumstances now stand with this new fierce 
Governor Bhrfistikhfln, who hath already begun to trouble our 
neighbours, and particularly the French whom he threatens to 
turn out of Surat, we do not judge it prudent to offer him occasion 
of offence bv leaving the town so immediately on his arrival, 
but rather to stay till matters are a little more quiet. We intend, 
God willing, to go down by the Advance, by which time wo 
trust your concerns here (at Surat) will be placed in a fair posture 
in order to your next year’s investment. However, we have now 
sent a good supply down to Bombay of goods and treasure for 
defraying your great charge there at present. 2 

On the dnl February the Surat Council wrote: Your President 
had prepared himself to take his passage ou the Advance frigate 
for Bombay. He hud in a manner taken his leave of the governor 
ShslistikhAn, who was well consenting thereunto, when on a 
sudden news came that Shivaji was near Surat with an army of 
lo.UUU men. This put the Surat city in a great fright, and made 
us prepare for defence. This new governor also hath bestirred 
himself more prudently than any of his predecessors, beating 
down all houses without the wall, which before was a shelter for 
the enemy and ordering strict watch at the gates to keep in the 
inhabitants who were running out of the city, lie also sent 
a civil m'essage to your President, desiring that he would lay 
aside the thoughts of going to Bombay at present. That he could 
not answer for his departure as things now stood, nor would 
it be well taken by the Aloghal king. His argument being reason¬ 
able your President thought good to condescend thereunto'and the 
rather for that you have a considerable estate under our charge, 
which he cannot leave in danger. Wherefore we have determined 
to send away the Advance with all speed possible, hoping to 
despatch her in a few days after the Charles. And for that it has 
unfortunately happened that for two years together your President 
has been hindered from going to Bombay to his own trouble and no 
small detriment 10 your island, we have thought it our duties upon 
serious consideration of your affairs to offer you our humble advice, 
that it seems now consistent with your interest to settle your chief 
government on your island of Bombay and to that end you would 
please to order your President to reside there constantly, except 


1 Surat Government (Measra. Aungier, Gray, Jamea and Grigbie) to the Court of 
Diroctors, dated iiwatly Marine, 10th January 1671 in Surat Fact. Out. L, Book 1 of 
1630- 1673, 200-201 Forrest’s Home .Series, 1. 44. 

5 Surat President and Council to Court, 10th January 1671, Surat Faot. Out. L« 
Book 1 of 1630-1673, 206. Forreat’a Home Seriea, I. 46, 
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extraordinary emergencies may require his repair to Surat or else¬ 
where. And this we presume you may do without any discom¬ 
posure to your affairs at Surat which will he well supplied hy 
Mr. M. t;ray and your present Council. As to Bombay, we 
judge it will he an assured way to confirm your interest and increase 
the trade more speedily, for all strangers will be the sooner iuvited 
to live with us; and the English freemen at Bantam and Masuli* 
patam will be the better persuaded to settle there with their families 
and estates ; many on your President’s invitation being prepared to 
go thither; whereunto we entreat that your Honours would also 
please to enjoin all freemen in the said places to repair with their 
families thither. 1 

Whether as Governor Aungier seemed to he aware his absence 
from Bombay was injurious to the good government of the island 
or from some other nil traced cause, the latter part of 1671 was a 
time of disorder in Bombay. On tho 23rd April 1672 the Surat 
Council wrote to Bombay: Whereas wo are given to understand 
that Captain John Burges hath of lute behaved himself with much 
rudeness and disrespect to tho Deputy Governor and as appears 
by the attestations of several credible persons sent unto us hath 
uttered several discourses tending to the great dishonour and 
contempt of the Honourable Company’s authority and Govern¬ 
ment : Upon duo consideration of the evil consequence which 
may accrue from such disorders, we do hereby for the present 
disannul and make void the commission which we have given the 
said Captain Burges as Captain of one of the Foot Companies and 
do suspend him from all command over the soldiery and from his 
office and place in Council We do further require you the Deputy 
Governor and the rest of the Council that you cause the said Cap¬ 
tain Burges to be committed a prisoner to the Marshal and there to 
be kept till the Governor shall arrive or till order shall coine for his 
trial And for the better preventing any disorder which may happen 
among the soldiery, we require you to keep it very private and to 
take a convenient time to put it in execution to wit when Captain 
Shaxton's company hath the command of the watch, when sum¬ 
moning the said Captain Burges to Council, you may then publish 
and put in execution this order causing the guards to be ready to 
prevent any mutiny that may arise, and afterwards you are to 
publish this our proclamation which we here send yon for the better 
reducing the soldiery in good order and government. During the 
suspension of Captain Burges we order that Lieutenant Langford 
do command the said Company requiring him with Ensign Addcrton 
and the rest of the officers that they keep the soldiers under their 
commaud in due obedience and respect to the Deputy Governor. 2 

Other disorders took place soon after. On the 1 Oth May the 
Surat Council wrote to Bombay : For the trial of those notorious 
mutineers that tore the proclamation and opposed the execution of 
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1 Surat President and Council to the Court of Directors, 3rd February 1671, Surat 
Fart. Out. L. Book 1 of 1630- 1673, 214-216. Forrests Home Series, I 49-60. 

3 Surat to Bombay, 23rd April 1072, Surat Fact, Out. L. Book 1 of 1030-1673, 258. 
Forrest’s Homo Series, I. 62 • 63. 
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justice on the wench you caused to l>e shaved and set on an ass, 
let a jury be emp&nuelled; whom it' they find guilty of mutiny let 
them be sentenced, condemned, and executed according to the 3rd 
Article of the Honourable Company's laws for the preservation of 
the peace and suppressing of mutiny, sedition, and rebellion. 1 

In 1672 Bombay continued dependent on Surat for cash and 
supplies. On the 6th April the President promised to bring down 
with him the Rs. 5000 Bombay desired, as likewise a recruit of 
Jimewntcr and liquor for the Fort's use.- On the 29th August 
1672 tlie Council wrote to Bombay: We have now consigned to 
you by the Pluenix ketch in moneys, and stores, for the use of the 
island to the amount of Rs. 24,503, the cost of the Hunter frigate 
included , for all which be pleased to give our account credit. 
We should have sent you now the cost of the ketch which being 
more serviceable for the use of the island than for our occasions 
here, we have by your order turned her over to the island account. 
The ketch now belongs to the island. 3 

As regards trade 1672 seems to have been a contrast to its pros¬ 
perous predecessors. In spite of ShivAji's alarms even the lead 
market was dull. On the 22nd October the Surat Council wrote to 
the Company' : All your lead lies dead. Lead is the king’s commo¬ 
dity', and he has such great supplies of it that he wants it not. It 
was the last month (September) before we could procure any money 
from this governor for the last year’s lead and for this Rs. 35,006 
yet remain due. All our broadcloth and other woollen manufac¬ 
tures are not at all in request. No merchants advmture)on them. 
Of the last year’s remains here, up at Agra, and other places, are 
quantities sufficient to supply these countries this year. So much 
that finding it to hear a price, so greatly to your loss by its 
sale in gross, we had concluded to keep your warehouses open and 
retail it. But since your Honours have sent out but little treasure 
this year, and your other goods are unvendable, necessity together 
with your order will force us for your reputation and honour to 
dispose of the woollens the best we are able, to clear as much of our 
debts as we can, to prevent the spreading of that cancer which 
insensibly eats out the profits of your stock. If we shall also add to 
these your losses the considerable sums which your island Bombay 
hath drawn from us and still draws, since the delivery and restora¬ 
tion of the lands, your Honours will conclude that from such stocks 
os you send ur we shall never be able to clear you from interest, 
bear the charges of your island and factories, and return your ships 
full laden with such commodities as you require. We are sensible 
of an iusupportable burden, should any miscarriages happen which 
God divert. And in regard wc are thus far engaged for your 
Honours' interest, and know not what event the war may produce 
when we have procured goods sufficient for lading home your 


1 Surat to Bombay, 16th May 1672, Snrat Fact. Out. L. Book 1 of 1630-1673, 
201. Forrest's Home Series, I. 64. 

* Surat President and Council to Bombay, 0th April 1672, Surat Fact. Out. L. 
Book 1 of 1630 • 1673, 24R. 

• thirat to Bombay, 9th Aug, 1072, Surat Fact, Out, L. Book 1 of 1630-1678, 293. 
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this year’s shipping, we shall advise with your President and put 
a stop to your investments until we shall hear further from you 
per via Aleppo. 1 

Meanwhile President Aungier’s departure from Surat for Bombay 
had been put off from month to month. On the 23rd April 1672 
the Surat Council wrote to Bombay : Our last unto you was of the 
6 th current when we advised the President’s intentions to go to 
Bombay and the jealousy we had of some hot service from this 
young and furious governor who had succeeded according bo our 
expectation. For the President by six several messages sent in the 
most civil manner by the Vaknavis Shawbandar, that is the 
chief customer (or Customs Collector) and other persons of quality, 
represented to him the effects of your order, the unreasonableness 
of his pretended jealousy, and the just grounds of the President’s 
desire, withal declaring that he would return in September. Still, 
no argument, reason, or intercession prevails with him. Having 
understood by the broker that the governor demanded a round 
sum of money for his license to the President’s departure, we took into 
consideration the injustice of his demand and the evil consequence 
which would accrue to your affairs should we consent thereunto. 
We therefore resolved not only to give him no money, but also that 
the President should write him a letter (for he will not bo visited by 
any of the Christians) and in the said letter give him leave to 
understand that in regard he was a servant and under obedience 
to order he must obey. But that at the same time as he is a free 
merchant and no slave or prisoner and as he discharged the part of 
a friend in so often giving the governor friendly advice and desiring 
his consent which seeing the governor would not grant he was 
determined to go without it. To this effect the President wrote the 
governor a letter couched in civil terras of which your Honours will 
judge when you see the copy which is entered in the Consultation 
Book. In answer to this letter about 3 of the clock the same day 
being the 19th current, the governor sends about 2000 soldiers, 
horse and foot, whereof part entered and possessed themselves of the 
house, the rest guarded all the streets and lanes about it, forbidding 
wood, water, and all manner of provisions and abusing and beating 
our minister who accidentally being abroad was coming in. After¬ 
wards the governor demanded all our small arms and our trumpet 
which were sent him and to all this force we showed not the least 
return of violence but suffered all patiently, treating the commander 
of the soldiery with much civility. About six at night the governor 
sends the broker Bhimji Pdrakh to demand money from us to 
compound the business. We sent him answer that we had given 
him already more than we had given to any governor, that we 
were not in any fault and would pay him nothing. On this he 
forces from the broker Bhimji Parakh Rs. 500, threatening to seize 
his house, estate, wife and children if he did not pay. The broker 
being affrighted pays him the money declaring withal it was his 


1 Surat to the Company, 22nd October 1672, Surat Fact. Out, L. 
1678, 801 ■ 302. Forrest's Home Series, I. 70. 
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own, not the Company’s. At length it seems the governor being 
ashamed of what he had done, betwixt eight and nine at night 
recalls all his soldiers, returns all the arms and the trumpet and 
leaves the house free. The next morning the President sent 
Mr, Gray with the rest of the Council to the Sliawbandar and the 
eminent merchants of the town to declare to them the force which 
was put upon us ; showing the letter which the President wrote the 
governor and withal gave them to understand that as we were in 
no fault so if any evil did ensue thereupon they must not blame us. 
The merchants did all bear witness of our innocence and cried shame 
of the governor’s injustice. Since this the governor seems sorry for 
what is past; still though he is outwardly civil, he will not hear of 
the President’s going down to Bombay. The French and Dutch are 
in the same case with us, to whom he hath not showed so much 
open violence but forces money from them. A few days since he 
took 40 mans copper from the Dutch besides their great present, 
before he would suffer their commander to go down to Swally. To 
all the merchants in the town he useth such tyranny that they are 
so discontented that it is believed he will not long stay. We know 
not what the issue of this business will be. We trust in God in the 
conclusion no evil but much good will accrue to your settlement 
both here and at Bombay, This will be effect of time, patience, 
resolution, and a provident care to provide for unexpected 
accidents, in all which we beg God's gracious assistance to direct and 
prosper us in all the difficulties which we shall encounter in your 
affairs. 1 

On the 9th May as the Governor of Surat still refused to let 
the President go the Surat Council wrote to Bombay: As the 
Governor of Surat has positively manifested and declared his 
resolutions of not suffering the President to embark for Bombay 
until he has received order from the Court, which cannot arrive 
time enough for the President to go down before the rains which 
are at hand, we think good to order that you give us a large 
account of the posture of affairs with you that we may give such 
necessary instructions as may tend to the well governing of the 
island until it shall please God the President can with safety to the 
Company’s affairs leave Surat; for the effecting whereof no oppor-, 
tunity shall be omitted, for we are very sensible his presence is very 
requisitely necessary for the promoting the Company’s interest on 
the island.' 2 

A week later (16th May 1672) the Council wrote : Yours of the 
1st May came to our hands on the 10th by the arrival of the Phoenix 
ketch who had a tedious passage to us, making it eleven days ere she 
anchored in Surat river. In your said advices we are to our trouble 
given to understand the unparalleled affront used to the Honourable 
Company’s authority and likewise the seditious practice committed 
by these irregular spirits, that like flies will never leave fluttering 


1 Surat President and Council to Bombay, 23rrl April 1672, Surat Fact. Out. L. 
Book 1 of 1630 -1673, 253 ■ 255. Forrest’s Home Series, I. 60 - 61. 

1 Surat to Bombay, 9th May 1672, Surat Fact, Out. L. Book 1 of 1630 -1673, 260, 
Forrest’s Home Series. I, 63, 
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about the candle till they have burnt their wings and leave a 
noisome stink behind them. To redress these and many other 
exorbitances the President was so desirous to pass some time with 
you. But it pleasing God to divert his well grounded resolutions 
by the untimely arrival of this avaricious governor who by no means 
will hear of the President going to Bombay until he hears from 
Court, we have thought good to give you what instructions we 
have concluded at present necessary for your government, expecting 
an answer to ours of the 9th instant, a large account of affairs with 
you that we may further debate thereon. 

In the first place, in respect we find your Council is not complete 
according to the Company’s order, we have thought good to order 
that there be of Council the following persons: 

The Worshipful Phillip Gy fiord, Deputy Governor, Captain John 
Shaxton, Henry Chowne, James Addams, Stephen TJstick, George 
Wilcox. Mr. Wilcox being at present here we have thought necessary 
to appoint to his assistance Mr. Sami. Walker, intending he shall 
succeed Mr. Wilcox in a short time, as we have designed the said 
Mr. Wilcox for another employment. The Council being thus 
settled we doubt not but by God’s blessing and your prudent 
management of affairs things will be kept in due order in the 
future. 1 

Not many days later, apparently about the 22nd May, the 
President obtained leave to go to Bombay, He settled his deputy 
in Surat with the rest of the Council and wont down to Swally to 
embark on his ship the Loyal Oxinden. The voyage was one of some 
peril. In a letter of the 19th June to Fort St. George the Surat 
Council wrote : At such a season of the year it cannot, with the 
south-west monsoon so close at hand, be remembered any ship on 
this coast ever adventured forth. Still so many urgent occasions 
for settling the affairs of the island called the President thither 
that no consideration could divest him from running the greatest 
hazards to serve our Honourable Masters, Indeed by spending 
those rains there he will do them very acceptable service in settling 
Courts of Justice, in the restitutions of the Jesuits’ lands, and in 
reducing our people to a more orderly government. God preserving 
him he will leave Bombay next September in a happy tranquillity. 
On the 26th May 3 from such advices as we had we despaired of 
his safety. Now we are most happy with the good news of his 
and other friends’ safe arrival on the island the 7th current after 
they had encountered many dangers. 3 

Of Governor Aungier’s work in Bombay no details have been 
traced in the Secretariat Records. That much which had gone 
crooked was set straight appears from references in the Surat 
Diaries. On the 20th July the deputy President of the Surat 
Council wrote to Bombay : We have perused the general letter to 
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260 - 261. Forrest’s Home Series, I. 64. s By mistake 26th current. 

1 Surat Council to Fort St. George, 19th June 1672, Surat Fact, Out. L, Book 1 of 
1630-1673, 260. 



BOMBAY TOWN 


[Historical 


U 


Chapter I- 

History, 

Mr. Anngier in 
Bombay. 


Auniier'a Defenco 
Of Bombay, 
1676. 


the Honourable Company and the results of your Council since his 
Honour’s arrival on the island and find many and very important 
affairs to the establishment of the peace, security, and traffic of 
the island despatched in a short time. 1 On the 22nd October 
in forwarding reports from Mr. Aungier to tbe Company the Surat 
Council wrote: On the 17th current we received advices from 
the President and his Council in Bombay directed to yonr Honours, 
which accompany these. They have discoursed to you in brief 
the state of your island. 2 We assure you in the short time which 
your President has resided there, the island is much improved, 
courts of judicature, and many other important affairs settled, 
the Almighty blessing his endeavours which are wholly bent to 
make that your colony happy and flourishing. We shall find 
what further time he shall spend there will be very advan¬ 
tageous to your interest in the far greater improvement of that 
place. 3 

The declaration of war between England and Holland (1072) 
prevented Auugier’s return to Surat. In a letter to Bantam of the 
1st January (1073) the Surat Council wrote: Since the latter end of 
May last our President hath been in his government of Bombay. 
He had returned to us in September last bad not the war broke 
out. But liis presence by animating the people being so absolutely 
necessary and the great good he hath done by establishing the English 
laws and Courts of Judicature and still’ doth in strengthening the 
island, is of such force that he prefers his honours in maintaining 
the place before any other interest, 4 * So thoroughly liad his 
activity secured the island that in the spring of 1073, the Dutch 
attempting a surprize, found the fort so well guarded,and everything 
in so good a condition that they immediately gave over the enterprise. 
From that period, each day showing its great importance the 
residence of the Governor was fixed at Bombay and tbe several 
factories on the coast of Malabdr and in the Persian Gulf became 
dependent on that Presidency. 6 

The special charges incurred in making Bombay safe against 
European attack were followed by the natural heartburnings over 
the payment of the bills. On the 17th January 1676 in reply to 
a letter of censure the President and Council of Surat wrote : The 
earnest desire wo have to please your Honours in all things made 
us glow at the perusal of your first clause, wherein you are 
pleased to blame us for disbursing your estate, keeping your 
goods unsold, not clearing of your debt at interest, and in particular 
you blame your President for the great charges expended and the 


1 Surat Deputy President to Bombay, 20th July 1673, Surat Pact. Out. L. Book 1 
of 1030- 1673.279. 

s The President sent his letter about Bombay to the Company through his Surat 
Deputy President and Counoil. No copies have been traced in either the Bombay 
or Surat records. 

3 Surat Deputy President and Council to the Honourable Company, 22nd October 
1672, Surat Pact. Out. L. Book 1 of 1630 - 1673, 300 - 301. Forrest’s Home Series, 1.69. 

4 Surat to Bantam, 31st January 1673, Surat Fact, Out. L. Book 1 of 1630-1673, 

269. _ " 

3 Historical Account of the settlement and possession of Bombay by th« English 
East India Company (1781j, 5-6. 
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grandeur he used on your island Bombay. As to the first we cannot 
see wherein we have given you any cause of offence, in regard that 
moneys disposed at Bombay or any other factory in the course of 
your trade cannot be said to ho disbursed seeing you have returns 
from the said places. We have not in our time settled any new 
factories without your order ; nor do we keep any of your goods 
unsold but what we cannot possibly put off; nor can we have any 
the least pleasure or design to keep you in debt, there being nothing 
that afflicts us more or prejudiceth your trade more than debt hath 
done. 1 

As regards Bombay the President wrote: Fame hath aggrandised 
the expense of Bombay more than really it is- The gross sum at 
first sight may seem heavy, whereas considered in parts with the 
reasons of them it will appear otherwise. This will he seen in 
the following heads to omit others of lesser note : 

1. The charges caused by war were inevitable and indispensable 
reduced as low as could be contrived, and ceased with the first 
news of peace. 

2. The moneys expended in public appearances were, by serious 
debate in Council, made suitable to the decency and advantage 
of jmur affairs free from vanity or superfluity and ended also 
with the same reason that produced them. 

3. The sums laid out in building the fort itself were uo more 
than the security of your interest required. Thev were husbanded 
to the best, your President having added little thereunto and 
only finished some part of what others had begun. 

4. What is disbursed on the outworks is no charge in the 
least to you, being defrayed by the merchants’ free donation of 
one per cent given on that account to which it is oiolered to be 
charged. 

5. The outbuildings for bouses, warehouses, granary, mint- 
house and court of judicature were also judged absolutely necessary 
by your Council and such as you cannot be without. Yet if you 
shall not approve thereof your President offers to take them to 
his own account provided you will please to allow him reasonable 
rent for the time they have been employed in your service and 
give him leave hereafter to improve them to his best advantage. 

6. That as your charge was increased somewhat by your Presi¬ 
dent’s detainure on the island so the revenue was much more 
increased thereby. For whereas in pursuance of your order for 
restoring the lands seized by the King's Governors the Commis¬ 
sions appointed for that affair, being abused by misinformations, 
had surrendered up almost all the said lands and thereby reduced 
the revenue to about Xs. 40,000 per annum before your Presi¬ 
dent’s arrival, you do now find (blessed be God) not only that 
affair well established but your public revenue in that and other 
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1 Surat President and Council to tho Company, Swally Marine, 17th January 16*6, 
Surat Fact. Out. L. Book 2 of 1676-7G, 24, 
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respects advanced to Xs. 1,00,000 per annum as doth appear by 
the particulars mentioned in our instructions to your Deputy 
Governor and Council, and we hope it will not only continue 
as it is but be considerably augmented in time. 

To conclude our answer to the clause : we do in all meekness 
entreat your Honours to entertain a more favourable construction of 
our services that we may for once rejoice in your benignity and 
serve God and you in our several stations with comfortable 
apprehensions of your good eye towards us and we do profess a 
resolved obedience to all your commands and humble regard to 
your authority over us, a sincere love and desire to promote all 
your just and wise undertakings which we pray God Almighty to 
prosper.* 

The Company seem to have taken objection to Governor Aungier’s 
proposal that Bombay not Surat should be the President’s head¬ 
quarters. In the same letter (17th January) the Council wrote 
to the Company: The arguments you are pleased to communi¬ 
cate to ns for your President’s residing rather at Surat than 
Bombay are of such weight that we lay our hands on our mouths 
and have not to answer but by obedience. Your President doth 
most cheerfully receive your commands herein. You may please to 
remember that it was the necessity of your affairs to accommode 
the disturbances then on the island and put in execution those 
important oi’ders from you which called him thither. The war 
and defence of your island and people from the enemy kept him 
there so long. Now vve hope things are reduced to such a composure 
and your government so prudently managed by your Deputy 
Governor and Council that there will be no need of his return. 3 

As regards the management of Bombay the Council continued : 
We observe your several prudent orders touching your govern¬ 
ment of the inhabitants in general, the encouragement of trade, 
retrenchment of your charges in time of peace, touching the 
inconveniences of havens and docks, treaties and correspondence 
with our neighbour governments, and particularly with the Portu- 
gueze (who in truth are our worst neighbours), touching the free 
planters, building of houses and your several concessions to your 
servants and directions regarding the manure of the ground with fish, 
touching Captain Gary’s petition and improving the manufacture 
of calicoes, extending the lands of Alvaro Pires de Tavora and 
other particulars whereunto we shall puy due obedience. 3 

On the 17th May 1676 the Council wrote from Surat to Bombay 
on behalf of certain Armenians a class of merchants who during 
the previous fifty years had begun to take a leading part in the 
trade of Western India. The Council wrote : These are at the entreaty 
of Khoja Karakuz and other Armenians concerned in the ship St. 


1 Surat to the Company, Swally Marine, 17th January 1676, Surat Fact. Out. L. 
Book 2 of 1675-76, 30. 

5 Surat to the Company, Swally Marine, 17th January 1676, Surat Fact. Out. L, 
Book 2 of 1675-76, 28. 

s Surat to the Company, Swally Marine, 17th January 1676, Surat Fact. Out. L. 
Book 2 of 1675-76, 28. 
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Francisco that is lately put into Bombay. As they have been 
very importunate with us to write in their affair, we do desire 
you to countenance and assist them as merchants with boats and 
other necessaries for the lading their goods as also with convenient 
warehouses to protect them from the rains, you making such 
prudent contracts with them as to the customs and other duties as 
shall seem most beneficial to the Honourable Company and the 
repute and advantage of their port and island which we commend 
unto you. 1 Ten days later (27th May) the Council wrote regarding 
the same merchants : You have done well to spare the merchants the 
Company’s warehouse and to treat them civilly. They tell us they 
are to pay Ks. 400 for hire of the warehouse which we would have 
charged to the credit of the Fast India House. In regard we have 
here some dispute with Khoja Minaz touching his debt to the Com¬ 
pany and the owners of the ship are at difference at present which will 
require some time to be decided, we would have you put a stop to all 
business belonging to the ship and to forbid them carpenters or any 
caulkers or any other assistance whatsoever till you hear further from 
us and not to suffer the ship go out of port or any goods to be laden 
upon her. You may signify to the noequedah (nakhuda) that the- 
reason of the prohibition is because Khoja Minaz doth not comply 
with his contract. 2 

They continue on the 11th July: We write these at the request 
of Khoja Minaz and other Armenians belonging to the ship 
St. Francisco, on whom whereas we formerly ordered you to 
lay an embargo and not to assist her with carpenters caulkers or 
any other necessaries she might stand in need of in regard to 
some disputes which were then depending between Khoja Minaz 
and us touching satisfaction (in some part) for his debt, he having 
lately paid us Its. 10,000 in hand and given us great encouragement 
that we may receive another considerable sum in a short time ; we 
therefore would have you recall the said embargo and treat them 
as friends and afford them all the assistance they can reasonably 
desire from you. They complain very much unto us that the 
Customers or customs’ farmers are pressing them for the payment 
of anchorage which is a duty the merchants of Surat are strangers to. 
We would not have the Customers over-importunate with them 
but suspend their demands until they hear further from us lost it 
should prove of bad consequence to the Company’s interest here. 
Also we would have you send us that clause in the custom-house 
articles whereby they lay claim to this duty and privilege of 
anchorage and what sum this annual imposition may amount 
to and how much was allowed to the customs for Abdul Gfaphur’s 
ship when she wintered at Bombay. Also send us your opinion 
whether you judge it conducing to the Company’s interest to keep 
up that demand of anchorage on the ships that come accidentally 
and for security into the port, or else totally to let it fall, for we 
find it gives offence to merchants and owners of ships which may 
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1 Surat to Bombay, 17tli May 1676, Surat Fact. Out. L. Book 2 of 1675-76, 127. 

1 Surat to Bombay, 27th May 1676, Surat Fact, Out, L, Book 2 of 1675-76,129-130. 
B 1185—8 
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cause more prejudice to the port than the benefit thereof may 
amount to, which is all we call to mind at present worthy your 
advice. 1 

A week later (17th July) the Surat Council again address 
Bombay in favour of the Armenians: Wo lately wrote you a 
letter of recommendation in the behalf of Khoja Minaz and Khoja 
Delaune desiring your assistance to them in the fitting up of their 
ship. Since then they have again earnestly importuned us to 
bespeak our kindness to them and particularly in reference to the 
carpenters for which they arc in very great want. These therefore 
are to desire you that you use your best endeavours to supply them 
with carpenters and if carpenters are not procurable on the island 
that you use your interest to send for them from Bassein Thana 
or Bdndra. See you fail not in this. Also if they desire any 
further assistance or want any of the Company’s stores or 
anything the island can furnish them with, let them be supplied 
for their money. Khoja Minaz and Khoja Delaune were with us 
this day and complained of the trouble they received from your 
Customers’ demand of anchorage. Though they were importunate 
yet we would givo them no positive answer till we hear further 
from you. They have also laid a very severe charge against 
Captain Birkin and desire leave to prosecute him at law to have 
justice of him which we cannot deny. We hope that Captain 
Birkin hath not deserved ill of them as they represent. We would 
lmve you unite us how the case stands between them. In the 
meantime let their business be so despatched that the ship may 
proceed timely on her voyage, 3 

On the 26th August the Council resumes : This day Khoja Minaz 
and Khoja Delaune, Armenian merchants owners of shipSt. Francisco, 
were with us making their complaints against Captain Francis 
Birkin who hath arrested their ship and entered into a process 
at law against them upon account of defamation and slander cast 
out against him by the Nocquedah of said ship. This process 
we have perused and think his suit very unreasonable and 
prosecuted rather for vexation than any justifiable grounds. As 
the said Khoja Minaz and Khoja Delaune desisted from any further 
demands on him so soon as they had a right sense of the business, 
it will cause an ill name and disrepute to the Honourable 
Company’s port and island to have any ship detained there upon 
such an idle score. We therefore would have you endeavour to 
compose all differences and disputes between him and the 
Nocquedah. If you find them obstinate and unwilling to comply, 
then let them try out their quarrel by law. And if Captain Birkin 
bath any charge of validity to impeach the owners with, we think 
good that he apply himself to us here who shall seek to do him 
justice. But by no means let him go aboufto disturb or hinder the 
ship’s voj’uge which will not only be a loss to the owners, but to 
many other particular merchants that hold freight on the ship. 


1 Surat to Bombay, 11th July 1676, Surat Fact. Out. L. B, 2 of 1675 -76, 158-159. 
* Surat to Bombay, 17th July 1676, Surat Fact, Out. L. B, 2 of 1675-76, 160 -l61. 
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Also they have again made known their grievance by reason 
of the Customers’ demands of anchorage. Such demands upon serious 
consideration we have thought good to let fall for reasons formerly 
given you when Abdul Gaphur’s ship wintered in Bombay. We 
therefore would have you make up the business this year with the 
Customers as well as yon can, and in the future we require that you 
make an exception in that article of anchorage so that no vessel 
with three masts belonging to the port of Surat shall be liable to 
pay any such duty. 1 

On the 22nd September the Surat Council writes to the Company : 
Your President hath been confined to his bed near three months by 
a dangerous flux, but by God’s mercy is now in fair hopes of 
recovery. Your Deputy Governor of Bombay is brought up to 
Svvally in a very weak condition. He has desired our leave to change 
the air for some time in hope3 of his recovery. In his absence 
Mr. John Petit with the rest of the Council surviving do manage 
the affairs of your island, to whose assistance we shall appoint some 
of your servants to supply the vacant places in Council so soon as 
our leisure will admit. 2 

During the year 1(376 the Company seem to have had under 
consideration the question of the transfer of Bombay from the 
King to their charge. The refusal of the English Court to accept 
Cooke’s settlement of the English and Portuguese claims and the 
belief that a settlement so unfavourable to English interests, had 
been due to Cooke’s corruptness seem to have resulted in an inquiry 
from the Company as to the instructions brought and the action 
taken by the representatives of the King in 1662. On the 11th 
November 1677 the Bombay Government wrote to Surat: Mr. Gary 
lias procured for us copies of llis Majesty’s instructions to Sir 
Abraham Shipman and Sir Gervase Lucas, which go herewith. 
Mr, Gary novor saw any plot of the island, neither does he know of 
any brought over but thinks that in the agreement with our King 
for the delivery, the islands of Salsetto Bombay and Karanja were 
likewise intended. John Petit also does remember that in 1662 the 
Earl of Marlborough did send Captain Arnold Brown and some 
others round the island of Salsetto by way of Basseiu to sound all 
the way and take full cognizance of all places. Captain Brown 
will bo the Company’s best informer in this business. 5 

In spite of its advance under Governor Aungier many hindrances 
to the development of Bombay remained. On the 24th January 
1677 the Deputy Governor and Council of Bombay wrote to the 
Directors; Our rents were not much increased last year, though 
something they were. Our chief rent, the custom, is farmed for 
Xs. 27,000. We speak it to our great grief that whilst we are so 
encompassed with the Portuguese and ShivAji on all sides, we 
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1 Surat to Bombay, 26th August 1676, Surat Fact. Out, L. B. 2 of 1676-76,183-184. 
1 Surat to the Company, 22nd September 1076, Surat Fact. Out, L. Book 2 of 
1675-76, 2lll. Forrest’s Home Series, I. 103. 

5 Bombay to Surat, 11th November 1677, Sec. Out. L. Book 4 of 1677-1687 , 66. 
Forrest’s Home Series, I. 140. 
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cannot expect our ti'ado greatly to increase. The reason of the 
flourishing trade of Surat and other sea ports is this : Merchants 
bring their goods from other countries in shipping, land them and 
transport them up the country for sale or sell them to other 
merchants who do the same. Again, merchants buy inland goods 
without molestation, any custom, or much charges and bring them 
freely down to port where is always shipping ready for all parts 
of India, At present the egress and regress for merchants up 
the country from Bombay is totally obstructed. The Portuguese 
islands of Karanja and S&lsette almost surround us, and they are 
ever exquisite seekers of all ways imaginable to do us mischief, 
envying as we suppose the sudden prosperity this place is risen 
to. The cheapest nearest and best pass up the country is by 
TJi&qa where formerly they took 3 per cent of all goods which 
passed by. Now for the sake of only Bombay they have raised 
the rate to 10 per cent which is equivalent to a total forbidding 
of all goods to pass. Likewise all timber for shipping and houses 
of durance, which we may cull the oak of India, grows up at 
Kaly.-Li-Bhiwndi and must necessarily pass Ly Thiuia where they 
take 33 per cent custom. They have this year forbidden all rice 
to be transported to Bombay, and do often put excessive excises 
upon even herbs and fruit and hens which poor people bring over 
at B&ndra. In this and most other things their malice shoots 
much short of their intention, for, thanks he to God, we have 
always provision in abundance, our island being commonly rather 
a granary of corn than otherwise, from whence it is transported 
to Rfijpuri Goa and other places, and it shall he our care never 
to see the island unprovided of provisions. We could find other 
ways to pass up the country with little trouble wore there peace 
between the Moghal and Sbivfiji* or that the Moghal would take alt 
this country about us. For about two days’ journey up the hill 
between the Moghal*s and Slrivaji’s dominions lies a perpetual seat 
of war. No merchants can pass without apparent hazard of being 
plundered, so that we cannot expect merchants should land their 
goods here without knowing where or how to dispose of them. 
We often wonder how so considerable a custom could be annually 
raised, and we can attribute it to nothing but the justice freedom 
and security people enjoy here above other places. Many families 
of Brdhmans, daily leaving the Portuguese territory, repair hither 
frighted by the Padres, who upon the death of any person force 
all his children to be Christians. Even some of the chiefest who 
still live at Bassein and others build them houses here, thei T ein 
placing their wives and children against a time of danger. We 
have hopes time will settle these parts in peace, that merchants 
may be induced to bring down their rich goods from the country, 
the custom of one of which ships would amount to what is received 
here in half a year. For in respect of situation and convenience 
this port has the advantage of Surat Goa and all the ports on the 
whole coast. Goa lies so far down below the great places of 
Gujarat, Dilly (Delhi), Barhanpur and Aurungabad, where the great 
glut of goods which supplies Europe and all India is made that 
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it is very chargeable bringing down goods thither. Then Surat 
is one o£ the worst roads in India and extremely dangerous in the 
freshes and by the distance the transport of goods up the river to 
Surat is very chargeable. Whereas Bombay lies in an excellent 
latitude for the whole trade of India, and is a most excellent harbour, 
winter and summer, which is a great inviter of merchants, and for 
a small charge we will run up a stone causeway from the fort 
almost to the mint without, in which ships may at any time lie 
ashore, careen and mend or lie there tire whole year with as much 
safety as in a dock. Upon the country being in peace and our 
lauding our Europe goods here, merchants would easier be persuaded 
to transport them from hence than from Surat, and though the 
same custom was taken at landing them on the main as at 
Surat, yet all that was transported in shipping to foreign parts 
would be so much custom gained to your Honours. But these 
are happinesses in posse, and to he prayed for. 1 

During the year’s between 1676 and 1680 the chief foreign 
sources of trouble at Bombay were the ‘ haughty neighbours ’ the 
Portuguese ; the Malabars, that is the pirates of the Malabar coast; 
and the Sidis of Janjira or Banda RAjpuri. 

The origin of the friction with the Portuguese was in 1676 the 
murder near Bandra of a Serjeant Southerland. In March 1676 
President Aungicr wrote from Surat to Bombay: We are 
soi’ry for the death of Serjeant Southerland inhumanely murdered 
by the Portuguese in cold blood in their own countries. We 
require you still to demand satisfaction and justice for the said 
murder and send word to the Padre Superior of the College of 
Bdndra that seeing the said murder was committed in their jurisdic¬ 
tion we expect justice from them, for such bloody violences cannot 
be put up without satisfaction. 2 

A second cause of disagreement was the protection given in 
Bombay to a Malabar vessel pursued into the Bombay Harbour by 
the Portuguese, A letter from the Surat Council to the Malab&r 
Coast Factories dated 23rd March 1676 describes how a large 
Malabar vessel bound from some port on the coast to Broach, 
encountered off Diu a Portuguese vessel who would have made 
prize of her. She resolutely resisted and fought them four days 
together. At length, finding them too powerful for her, she was 
forced to disburthen herself of some part of her lading and came 
into Bombay under the command of the fort. The Portuguese 
vessel pursued her as far as Karanja. There the Captain went in 
his boat to Bombay and from thence took a handole ( andov , a 
kind of litter) and went to Bassein, acquainting the Captain General 
of all that had passed. Ho immediately in a hot passionate 
humour raises 500 or 600 men (and orders the raising more) and 
comes as far as Bandra and sends word to the Deputy Governor 
that the Malabdr vessel was their prize and requires her speedy 
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' Mr. J, Petit and Council at Bombay to the Court of Directors, Bombay, 24th 
Jan. 1077, Sec. Out. L. Book 4 of 1677 -1687, 6 - 8. Forrest’s Home Series, 1. 120-121. 

2 Surat to Bombay, 27th March 1676, Surat Fact, Out. Letter Book 2 of 1675-76, 95. 
Forrest's Home Series, I. 85, 
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delivery, or he would invade the island. To this the Deputy 
Governor replied that it was contrary to all law and justice, and 
that he could not answer it to his superiors if he should deliver her 
up j and as to invading the island, they should make such con¬ 
venient provision to withstand him as they judged most necessary, 
let him come when he Would. Since this the Captain General is 
reported to have returned very calmly without achieving anything 
but reproach aud shame, being mightily despised by the Portugals 
in general for his rashness. The letter further notes that at their 
first coming into the port, the Deputy Governor sent a boat off to 
know what the Malabar craft was; but the Malabtirs would not 
let them come on board. Then he sent two or throe more boats well 
manned carrying English colours. So soon as the Mala bars knew 
themselves to be under the English protection, they forthwith 
surrendered, weighed and came nearer under the fort where they 
now remain. 1 

In a letter to Bombay a few days later (27th March) President 
Aungier writes: Through the whole story of the late controversy 
between you and the Portuguese touching the Malab&r vessel, 
we cannot but observe the ridiculous pride and vanity of the 
Portuguese in threatening and mustering forces for war on so light 
and unjust an occasion, and the seasonable prudent and courageous 
opposition which you made against them. This opposition we 
do well commend and approve, declaring had you done otherwise 
or yielded in the least to the Portuguese in their unjust demands, 
you would have been brought under severe censure, Therefore we 
require you boldly and manfully to oppose all such proud vain¬ 
glorious and malicious attempts which the Portuguese may design 
against you. Return words with words, design with design, 
violence with violence, embargo with embargo. Aud let them 
and all your neighbours know publicly that we value not their 
friendship nor fear their enmity. And in regard we understand 
that some Padres were more busy than became thorn in this affair 
in casting out evil slanderous reports to the encouragement of the 
inhabitants, we require you to give a strict account what Padres 
they were and what they did, and particularly of that Jesuit 
Padre at Parel and the Padres at Msthim that we may give such 
directions as are necessary therein for the preventing the mischiefs 
they may do us. If you know any of the inhabitants that did 
seem to side with the Portuguese in this affair, give us notice of 
their names ; aud if anything of proof can he made against them, 
we would have you proceed severely with them. 2 

In letters of the 12th and 14th April the Surat President writes: 
We perceive the Portuguese bravado is passed over with an imper¬ 
tinent protest which we presume was done only in point (of) honour 


1 Surat to Malabar Coast, 23rd March 1676, Surat Fact, Out, Letter Book 2 of 
1075-76, 71. Forrest's Home Series, I. 84 - 85. 

2 Surat to Bombay, 27th March 1676 ; see also Surat to the Company, dated Swally 
Marine, 7th April 1676 ; Surat fact. Oat. Letter Book 2 of 1675-76, 65, J 05 : Com¬ 
pare Surat to the Chief and Factors at Bantam, 3rd April 1676, Surat Fact. Out. 
Letter Book 2 of 1675-76, 98. Forrest’s Home Series, I. 85, 92, 
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to salve tlie Captain Generals credit. Had they any sufficient or 
just cause of complaint they would have delivered their protest in 
writing and not by word of mouth. You have not done amiss 
to answer it as you did ; we presume they will be wiser and under¬ 
stand themselves better hereafter. In the meantime if you have 
raised any men (of which you give us no account though we hear 
you have) we require you immediately to discharge them and not 
put the Company to needless expensed 

The incident closes with the remark from Surat to the Directors, 
22 nd September 1676: Since our last the Portuguese have been 
quiet and have not offered us any disturbance on Bombay, the 
Viceroy having disowned the proceedings of the Captain General. 3 

A third cause of friction was the erection of Portuguese custom¬ 
houses at -iMndra and Trombay. Regarding this the President, on 
the 17th October 1676, addressed Bombay as follows; We observe 
what you write of the Portuguese erecting new custom-houses at 
Bdndra and Trombay, and little wonder at it, for we expect no 
better from them. We wish you had not wrote to Emanuell 
Saldanha, the Captain General, about it. You gave him thereby 
occasion to make reflections and to glory in his little acts of 
mischief and which is worse to discover the weakness and wants of 
the island. It would be impertinent and import little to protest 
against him, seeing he may lawfully execute his own authority in 
his own jurisdiction. Your best remedy is to slight it, and take 
no notice of such malicious practices, but overlook them and laugh 
at them with a pleasant scorn. And to the end the island may 
be always supplied with a sufficient quantity of corn and especially 
of batty we hereby give you order that you buy upon the Com¬ 
pany’s account 2000 inorahs of batty at the cheapest rates and at 
the best time to keep in store for supply of all emergencies. For the 
laying up and good keeping whereof you have a storehouse already 
built by the custom-house, with which corn you may supply the 
markets in time of necessity, taking care at the next convenient, 
season to lay up a store in your granary again and keep it always 
fully supplied, and you must take care to commit the charge of the 
said granary to some careful and honest man. Our grand design 
in appointing this storehouse is for supply of the garrison in case 
of any sudden surprise of war with Shivriji or the Portuguese or 
other Europe nations. Therefore fail not to go'speedily in hand 
with it, for we know not how soon the face of things may alter as 
well in Europe as in India, and if you want any assistance from 
us in this affair let us hear from you, 8 

In the same letter President Aungier refers to a fourth cause of 
disagreement in the following terms; We have perused the 
Viceroy’s letter to you touching the Padres run away from Goa. 


1 Surat to Bombay, dated Swally Marine, 12th April 1676, Surat Fact. Out. Letter 
Book 2 of 1675-76,110 and 14th April 1676 ; Ditto, 114. Forrest's Home Series, I. 94. 
a Surat to the Company, 22nd Sep, 1676; Ditto, 200. Forrest’s Home Series, I, 103. 
! President Aungier to Bombay, 17th October 1676, Surat Fact, Out, L, B. 2 of 
1676*76, 231-232. Forrest’s Home Series, I, 106 -107. 
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For that we have been sensible of some inconveniences caused by 
such vagabond Padres who leave their cloisters on purpose to load 
licentious lives in Bombay and besides are apt to encourage the 
people to all disorder and disaffection to the English Government, 
we think good that if such Padres are upon the island, you give 
them convenient notice to repair to Chaul or where else they please 
to dispose of themselves, for that we are not well satisfied with 
their continuance in Bombay. 1 

In their letter of the 24th January 3877 to the Court of Directors 
the Bombay Government thus summarises these disagreements: 
We have before took occasion to speak of the bad neighbourhood 
we enjoy from the Portuguese. In the month of April last (1678) 
from a small beginning there had likely to have succeeded a 
quarrel between us and them of no mean consequence. It hap¬ 
pened that one of their frigates gave chase to a merchant's 
ship of Calicut who making his escape came for shelter under our 
fort. The Captain of the frigate demanded the delivery of the 
ship to him. Upon our refusal he makes his complaint to the 
Captain General of Bassoin Manoel de Saldanha, who being of a 
fiery nature, apprehended so great an affront in it that he imme¬ 
diately came hurrying to Bfindra with about 1000 men. We may 
say so many in number, but for service just only fitting to run 
away upon looking an enemy in the face, being taken up from the 
plough and the palmars (palm trees). Bo uggt avated and resolved he 
seemed to be that he made public protestations never to return 
■without our surrendering the vessel or au equivalent satisfaction. 
There happened to be some Englishmen at Band ra who went over to 
buy some necessaries, whom one of his Captains fell foul of, beat 
them cruelly, aud killed Serjeant Southerland. The Captain 
General indeed disowned the action. However being performed by 
his ministers, we could do no less than demand satisfaction for the 
murder and affront. The then Deputy Governor (Gyffurd) lay 
desperately sick of a flux and hectic fever; so that John Petit 
went up to Mahiin taking with him a division of the garrison 
companies, the militia of Bombay with 100 Bhandaris and about 
100 Moors of the island which with the militia of Mahiin amounted 
to about 500 men. The Captain General finding our readiness to 
receive him, and that his menaces had not operated to that height 
as he imagined, became something calmer. His demands were 
first for the delivery of the ship to him, pretending she was his 
lawful prize having almost taken her, and that we ought not to 
protect the enemies to the Crown of Portugal. We in answer laid 
before him by many arguments how contrary it was both to reason 
justice and the custom of all Europe to deny protection to the 
vessels or subjects of any prince in amity with our King as the 
Zamorin then was. The Captain General long persevered in his 
demands, offering many weak reasons for his justification. Find¬ 
ing us resolute in our determination and that small effects were to 


1 President Aungier to Bombay, 17th October 1676, Surat Fact. Out. L. B. 2 of 
1676-76, 232 - 233. Forrest’s Home Series, I. 107. 
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be expected either from liis threats or force, he descended to desire 
of us to keep the ship in our custody till he could write to the 
Viceroy and we likewise advise our President at Surat. This we 
likewise told him we could not consent to. For by what pretence 
or reason could we make prisoners of our allies or how could we 
justify ourselves to the Zamorin for such an action. AVe said we 
had always the President’s order to do no injustice; so that it 
was desiring us to break one order to wait for another. Finding 
nothing would prevail with us he was at length contented as a 
poor salve to his credit to desire only of ns that we would not send 
any frigates out in her convoy and that he would send to the 
Viceroy for his order herein and in the meantime their frigate 
should ride without to await her motion. All this could not 
hinder him from being derided of all strangers for his bravadoes and 
effectless threats and protestations, and even condemned of folly and 
rashness by the Portugal Fidalgosand all tlie Padres. In the mean¬ 
time we forgot not to demand satisfaction for the death of Serjeant 
Southerland and beating our men, for the which and for what 
other damages might accrue by this his unjust proceeding, we drew 
up a protest against him. For your Honours’ more particular satis¬ 
faction we herewith send copy of the said protest with all the 
papers which passed between us.' 

The troubles with the Cota or Malabifr Pirates dated from 1670. 
In February 1671 the President at Surat Writes to Bombay : We 
congratulate your success against the two Alalabars that were at 
Tull (Thai). Let Ensign Adderton know from us that we esteem 
of his good service, well, and shall encourage him accordingly. We 
confirm your promise made to those that went out against the 
Malabars, of allowing them half, although the cqstorn is but one- 
third part. We know not what to determine concerning the slaves; 
only would have them valued ami remain on the Company's 
account, and let the moiety of their value be paid to the adventurers, 
and let the slaves be made to work at the fort, care being taken 
that they do not run away. For encouragement of the soldiers 
hereafter, we have made it a standing order, that whatever (booty 
is made), one-third part thereof shall be allowed them. This is to 
continue till further order from the Company unto whom we have 
written effectually concerning this matter. We hope in very few 
months to send you down a fine frigate for the greater security and 
credit of the Port of Bombay. And if you can build a frigate or 
two at Bassein at any reasonable rates we would have you 
procure them, concerning which pray advise us with all speed 
possible. 2 

The pirates at Cota took an Englishman in a Daman vessel. The 
Englishman demanded ransom of Mr. Bourcher, and as he refused 
to give it, the pirates basely set the captive against a tree and lanced 
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1 Bombay to Directors, 24th January 1677, Bee. Out, L. B.4 of 1077 -1687, 11 - 13, 
Forrest’s Home Series, I. 122 - 123. 

5 Surat to Bombay, Feb. 1671,Surat Fact. Out. L, B. 1 of 1670-1673, 231, Forrest's 
Home Series, I. 5". 
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him to death. 1 Preparations were promptly made to punish these 
insults. On the 27th June 1677 the Bombay Council wrote to the 
Surat President: The Scipio and all the Company’s ships shall be 
ready fitted in August for any voyage shall be appointed them. 
We are of your Honours’ opinion that it will be highly necessary, 
both for the benefit and honour of the Company that Alle R&ja and 
the pirates be made sensible of those affronts put upon us. We 
suppose the charge will not be great. Here is the Revenge and Hunter 
who will hardly get freights and are at a standing charge to the 
Company, the commanders all the officers and some seamen being 
continually kept aboard them, that we believe they will not stand 
in above Hs. 100 or 150 a month more being at sea than now haled 
up and suppose those two ships and two machvds will be sufficient. 
Besides if the design be managed with discretion, the prizes they 
take may for the greatest part defray the charges. 20 files of 
soldiers in all will be sufficient, or, if we cannot spare them, 16 files 
will serve. For officers to command the soldiers we have choice 
sufficient. But there will want an able prudent person to command 
in chief who has had experience of India, for the business will not 
he to go down and make what havoc destruction and slaughter 
can be effected but as your Honour rightly observes, there must be 
respect had to time to come and the carrying on a more free and 
honourable trade in those parts for the future. In one hand the 
sword and in the other an olive branch, and if possible to obtain 
that excellent point of making love and fear together which may 
be effected by avoiding general cruelties or the total ruin of any 
one place ; by making those the mark of our anger, who to the 
knowledge of all people have plainly affronted us ; by being 
extraordinary civil to all those who have still been our friends, 
and to manifest our intention of embracing all honourable proffers 
of peace, whereby we may hereafter live unmolested in our 
trade. Your Honours are better able to pitch upon a fitting person 
to manage this design than we. The Scipio may be very useful, 
though she stay not long there. But we think it very necessary 
the Hunter be sent dowrn in the beginning of August, otherwise 
she will never meet with AUe R&ja’s ships from Mokha and in 
the meantime our recruits will come from England and we can 
fit up the rest, 2 

Meanwhile one of the most difficult questions in Bombay continu¬ 
ed to he the Sidi’s request, supported by the Moghal Government of 
Surat, to be allowed to winter that is to pass the rains £June- 
August) in Bombay. On the 14th April 1676 the Surat Presi¬ 
dent wrote to Bombay : We are sorry the Sidi's fleet is come again 
to trouble your port. The Moghal governor of Surat has not 
made applications to ns in the least concerning the fleet winter¬ 
ing at Bombay. If he doth press very earnestly and will not be 


1 Bombay to Surat, 3rd April 1671, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677-1687, 28, Forrest’s 
Home Series, I. 130. 

* Bombay to Surat, 27th June 1677, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 -1687,36, 37- Forrest’* 
Home Series, 1. 132, 133. 
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denied, we must govern ourselves the best we can for the Com* 
pany’s interest. In the meantime we require you positively and 
in plain terms to declare to the Sidi that you will not permit 
his wintering there. If he talks of staying at Bombay or at 
Mazgaon you must tell him that it shall never be permitted, 
seeing he and bis men have already been so chargeable to the 
island. Nor is he a person to be trusted on shore. Therefore 
if he doth desire it you must not grant it except you are sure 
he will go on board again in a day or two. Nor must you 
sutler his men to go ashore armed or too many at a time for the 
preventing of any mischief that may ensue. However we would' 
lmve you be very civil in your discourses and arguments to the 
Sidi and all the officers, representing the unreasonableness of their 
requests, the trouble which we have already sustained, and the evil 
consequences that may follow. Also fail not to supply them 
with what they may want—wood, water, and provisions. And let 
them have no just complaint against you in that matter, but 
suffer none of their vessels to hale on shore by any means if you 
can prevent it. This order we -would have you resolutely and 
strictly observe till you hear further from us, for being at Swally 
we know not yet how things will go. We intend to start to-morrow 
for Surat where we shall understand more of the Moghal governor’s, 
rnind whom we will dissuade by the best arguments we can from de¬ 
siring the Sidi’s fleet to winter in Bombay. If he will not be otherwise 
satisfied, we shall in a few days send you such directions as shall 
be necessary for your future government. 1 2 A week later (April 
21st) the Surat Council resume : To this day the governor of Surat 
hath not applied himself in the least to us touching the winter¬ 
ing of the Sidi’s fleet. Wherefore we would have you continue to 
prosecute our former directions and not permit them to winter in- 
Bombay. Be careful you be not overcome with their subtleties.* 

Six weeks later a change in Surat compelled the President to 
alter his orders preventing the Sidi wintering in Bombay. On 
the 9th June 1676 the Council addressed Bombay: We have 
already wrote you a letter in recommendation of Sidi Kdshn 
who is now made governor of Danda Rajpuri and captain gene¬ 
ral of the armada against Sbiv&ji, in place of Sidi Satnbal turned 
out. Shaistikhan, governor of Surat, hath commanded the said 
Sidi ' Kasim to make what haste he can to his charge and in 
pursuance thereof hath with some importunity prevailed with us 
to permit his wintering on the island of Bombay till the monsoon 
serves to transport him to Danda Rdjpuri. He carries with him 
about 200 peons for his guard on the way, fearing some encounter 
from Shivdji’s forces. We were very unwilling to admit so many 
troublesome people on the island but our governor here being 
very importunate with us and having expressed a respectful regard 


1 Surat to Bombay. 14th April 1676, Surat Fact. Out. L. B. 2 of 1675-76, 114-115, 
Forrest's Home Series, I, 94 -95. 

2 Surat to Bombay, 21st April 1676, Surat Fact, Out, L. B. 2 of 1675-76, 118, For¬ 
rest's Home Series, I. 95-96. 
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and favourable assistance to our Honourable Masters’ interest 
and promising to signify this and other our good services to the 
king of Delhi we have thought good to gratify him herein. 
This day Sidi Kdsim came to take his leave of the President 
declaring his great obligations for the kindness received and 
promising all offices of friendship on his part, and whereas the 
President put him in mind of unruliness and disorderly proceed¬ 
ing of their men formerly, he assures us that he will now take 
such strict care in governing his soldiers ami keeping them in 
order that there shall not be the least occasion of complaint here¬ 
after. 

Wherefore conforming to our former letter of recommendation, 
we desire you to treat the said Sidi Kisim with all civility and 
to accommodate him with such lodging during his stay either at 
Mazgaon or Bombay as you can conveniently provide. We judge 
Mazgaon will be the best place for the soldiers to quarter in that 
they may the less meet or intermix with our men for the prevent¬ 
ing of quarrels between them. As for Sidi Kasim himself if he 
desires a house or some lodging at Bombay, you may grant them 
to him. Also at his departure you may assist him with what boats 
are necessary for his transport to Band a Kajpuri. It is reasonably 
expected that he should pay the charge, for we would not have you 
put the Company to more expense than necessity or the prudent 
laws of civility requires. At the same time in outward respect and 
kindnesses you may use such freedom and obliging discretion as 
becomes the friendship wo receive from the king and his subjects 
and consists with the interest of our Honourable Masters. 
When he departs the island, we would have you procure his letter 
to the governor of Surat manifesting the kindness and friendly 
assistances he hath received in behalf of the king’s affairs during 
his stay on the island. 1 Though in consequence of these orders 
Sidi Kasim perforce was allowed to winter in Bombay, apparently 
the directions and warnings quoted above sufficed to relieve 
Bombay of its troublesome and dangerous guest Sidi Sambal. 

Early in 1077 Sidi Sambal seems to have been allowed to bring 
his tleet to Bombay and to stay in the harbour. In April, in con¬ 
sequence of an application from him to be allowed to pass the mon¬ 
soon in Bombay, Mr. Aungier, the President, wrote to Bombay: This 
evening we received a very formal letter from Sidi Sambal, wherein 
after many vain pretences he entreats our leave to winter at Bom¬ 
bay himself with all his men and his fleet and accordingly would 
have us recommend him unto you. This we will by no means consent 
unto in regard we plainly perceive his intentions are not for Danda 
Bdjpuri but he lies hovering with his fleet about the island. We 
cannot at all recommend you in that you have connived at his 
continuance on the island thus long and never given us any account 
thereof, that our orders might have arrived to you more season¬ 
ably. However we do now require you first in fair terms to declare 
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to him that it is contrary to His Majesty’s, the Honourable Com¬ 
pany’s, and Our orders to permit him or his men or his fleet to winter 
on the island ; and therefore he must prepare himself to be gone with 
all the expedition that may be. If you see he will not be satis¬ 
fied with this but obstinately continues on the island, you 
must then, by public proclamation require all people belonging 
to the Sidi’s fleet to depart the island and prohibit all the inhabit¬ 
ants of the island after three days to sell to any of the Sidi’s people 
any sorts of provisions or come near their houses or hold any 
correspondence with them, for wo will not permit him to winter on 
the island, and if he stays it shall be at bis own peril, and you 
must declare that he thereby will utterly break friendship with 
us, This you may declare to him from us who desire your speedy 
performance of our orders and answer hereunto. 1 

Meanwhile a grievously foolish and unjust action by' an officer in 
command of one of the boats sent against the Cota pirates strength¬ 
ened the position of the Sklis in claiming to winter in Bombay. On 
the 22nd April 1677 the Deputy Governor and Council of Bombay 
write to Surat: Our Malabar marhva whom we sent out in chase 
of Malabdrs was commanded by Ensign Thorp who off Danda Raj pur i 
met one of the Sidi’s boats. Our mnchmi put out no colours so 
the Sidi’s boat pursued her very near, supposing her to he a 
Malab&r or one of Shivdji’s boats. Then our men put out their 
colours and showed themselves. Upon this the Sidi’s boat was 
going away; but our boat spoke to them to come aboard and held 
up a musket at them to make them come. When they had come 
on board our men asked the Sidis why they pursued them; the Sidis 
answered we took you for Malabars. Upon this Ensign Thorp 
seized two coolies, tied their hands behind them, and hoisted them 
up and threatened them till lie made them confess they heard the 
captain say he was resolved to take our machm. This confession 
Ensign Thorp thought was sufficient. He took away all their arms 
and what money they could find and keeping the captain and two 
men more prisoners, carried them away down the coast, and let 
the boat go. There was likewise a great packet in which the boatmen 
pretend are letters for Bahddur Khan, the governor of Surat, and your 
Honours; besides several letters for persons on this island and for 
the Governor and Factor of Bassein in Portuguese, all which he carried 
down with him. The two Sidis at Dunda Kdjpuri demanded justice 
of us for robbing their boat and taking their men prisoners pretend¬ 
ing Rs. 2600 was lost in ready money and cloths. We made very 
strict examination but could find out no money but about Rs. 40 
which the Ensign had secured. This we proffered them but they 
refused it. For Ensign Thorp’s crime in taking and robbing one 
of our friend’s vessels contrary to our orders and instructions we 
took away his commission from him. The boatmen would not 
accept of the money which was proffered them, but are gone to 


1 The President Mr. Aungier and Council to Bombay, dated Surat, 30th April 
1677, Surat Pact. Out, Letter- Booh 3 of 1677 - 1700, 34. 
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Danda Rdjpuri to complain afresh, and whether they will complain 
to Bahfldur Khan and the governor of Surat we know not. 1 

It seems probable that this unfortunate misconduct so weakened 
the position of the Surat President that he was forced to abandon 
his intention of refusing Sidi Sambal’a request to be allowed to 
winter in Bombay On the 7tb May 1677 the President addressed the 
following letter to Bombay: On the 30th April we wrote you by 
express to use your endeavours by all fair means to persuade Sidi 
Satnbal to retire from Bombay. We said we could not permit him 
to winter there for the reasons then proposed. It seems your care 
had prevented us and you had given your express orders to him 
to depart. In this you did very well. Only we wish you had done 
it more effectually sooner in the year that he might have had no 
pretence to have stayed or that you had given us advice sooner 
that we might have made provision accordingly. Whereas till it 
was too late we were totally ignorant thereof. Upon the summons 
which you have given him, he immediately despatched a boat to 
the Surat governor by seadesiring him to interpose the king’s author¬ 
ity and his interest with ns, without which wo would never consent. 
Upon this the governor sent a message unto us entreating us in 
the king’s name to permit the fleet to winter in Bombay and that 
Sidi Sambal might remain on shore in regard to hi3 sickness. 
After due advice and considering of the state of the Company’s 
affairs here, we esteemed it not prudent to displease the king and 
the governor for the reasons which are obvious to you. Wo 
accordingly sent our broker to the governor to represent to him 
the Company’s express order to the contrary and the inconveniences 
which they might sustain and have sustained by the Sidi's winter¬ 
ing in Bombay and to desire the governor that he would send 
express orders to Sidi Sambal and the fleet that they might observe 
these following orders: That Sidi Sambal should keep but 50 men 
on shore with him and that the rest of the soldiers should be either 
discharged or kept on board their ships and not allowed to come 
on shore without the Deputy Governor’s license: Further, that Sidi 
Sambal and Sidi K&sim should take care that their men give not 
the least offence to the Government or to any of the people of the 
island and if they did that they should be severely punished. 
This the governor esteemed very necessary and hath given his 
orders accordingly to Sidi Sambal which we send you here enclosed 
under the governor’s seal together with its copy for your perusal 
desiring you to observe it accordingly. 

Now we understand that Sidi Sambal resides at the East 
India House where like the hedge hog he hath nestled himself 
and liking his lodging intends to staj’ there whether we will 
or no. As you will read in the copy of his letter it is one of our 
conditions with the Surat governor that during next rains Sidi 
Sambal shall stay in what place the Deputy Governor and Council 
shall think fit to appoint him. Our opinion is that it is not eon- 


1 Bombay to Surat, 22nd April 1677, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 ■ 1687, 30-31, 
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venient to permit so many strange soldiers to be so near the fort 
all the rains, but that Mdzgaon would be a more proper place for 
them. We offer this as @ur advice and do not give it as a positive 
order. Still we do require you to consider well thereof and having 
a strict regard of the charge and trust committed to you to give 
such directions in this affair as shall most tend to the security of 
the fort and island and peace of the inhabitants, treating the said 
Sidi Sambal's affairs and his people with such civility and reason¬ 
able assistance as they may expect from you. 1 

Meanwhile the Bombay Council were doing their best to be 
rid of Sidi Sambal. On the 2nd May 1677 they write the fol¬ 
lowing letter to the Surat Council: We have with much ado 
prevailed with Sidi Sambal to embark to-morrow. But he 
intends to stay aboard three or four days in expectation to obtain 
your Honour’s license for his wintering here, having sent express 
by sea and land for that purpose. 2 On the 18th May they write : 
We have by us two of your Honour's unanswered of the last of 
April and ] 2th May. We did what was possible to get Sidi Sambal 
out, next to plain force and firing at the fleet, which we know 
not how would be resented at Surat. We have daily for these two 
months told him absolutely that he must not winter here and he 
always beguiled us with protestations that he would be gone this 
day and that day till the fleet was not able to stir. They must now 
winter here except we will force them out to be all lost. But he 
himself has promised faithfully to go overland and that he will set 
out to-morrow morning if not be it at his own peril for we could by 
no means suffer him to stay here. 3 

In the same letter, after the arrival of the Surat letter of the (7th) 
May the Bombay Council add : Just at closing there came your 
Honour’s of the (7th) May with a letter for Sidi Sambal which 
we sent him. We shall be careful punctually to comply with your 
Honour’s order's and shall acquaint the Sidi therewith to-morrow. 
We are of your Honour’s opinion that Mazgaon will be the fittest 
place for him which we suppose he will willingly condescend to, 
he having often professed much.* 

On the 6th July 1677 before the Bombay letter reached them, 
forced by the necessity of keeping on good terms with Surat 
authority, the Surat Council write : Sidi Sambal being put out of 
his employ and the command of the king’s fleet conferred on Sidi 
Kasim who is now in Danda Rdjpuri, Sidi Kasim hath ordered 
his vakil Mahmud Hasan to send down to Bombay 150 men under 
the command of Subhan Kuli. We commend his men unto your 
courteous usage, and do desire you to show them all the respect 
and civility you may with convenience, and gratify them on all 
reasonable requests, At the same time we caution you to have an 
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eye over them that they may commit no riots or disorders to the 
disturbance of the peace of the island and suffer not more than . . , 
men to come on shore at a time. 1 

On the 27th June 1677 the Bombay Council brought to the 
notice of the President at Surat the sort of difficulty which the 
presence of the Sidi in Bombay entailed upon them. Lately a 
Brahman and two or three more came over from Batty proffering 
their service to the Sidi, and promising if he would employ them 
they would bring him some prisoners of quality. Sidi Satnbal 
was willing to embrace the offer, but yet so cunning not to appear 
in the action that he would not furnish them with any of his own 
boats or men. So the} 7 - hired a Bombay fisher-boat and soldiers 
from the island and went over to Batty and brought thence 
four Brahman prisoners, being the principal men of the place, and 
put them aboard the Sidi’s ship. 2 It was not long before, we 
had a message from the SubliecMr of Chaul, complaining of the 
unneighbourly abuse we had suffered to be done to him even by 
the inhabitants of Bombay, demanding the restitution of those 
prisoners, and threatening, if this were not performed, no stick of 
wood or anything else would be suffered to be brought from the 
main to Bombay and that the friendship between us was broken. 
We immediately sent to the Sidi taxing him severely with this 
unfriendly dealing, but be pleaded ignorance to all. However we 
got the prisoners from him whom we freed. We likewise got the 
Koli who was muk.idam of the boat and ten more of the rogues, 
dwellers on the island, who were all condemned to be hanged, but we 
pardoned eight and executed three. Those eight are the Company’s 
slaves whom we shall put aboard the Europe ships to be sent to 
St, Helena, with a BhamMrin who was condemned for felony 
whose life we pardoned likewise. 3 

At the close of the rains (9th October 1077] the Bombay Council 
laid before Surat the evils attending the Sidi’s, especially two 
rival Sidis’, presence in Bombay. They wrote: It is now several 
years that the Sidi’s fleets have used this port as a place of refresh¬ 
ing and retreat on all occasions, with how much trouble to the Gov¬ 
ernment and dissatisfaction to the inhabitants, your worships have 
been but too well acquainted. A few months past Sidi Sambal receiv¬ 
ed orders to surrender the fleet to Sidi Kasim. For several months 
he made demurs because bis wife and children and his family were 
detained in Danda Rajpurj. These he received four days ago, and 
promised to deliver up the fleet excepting one of the great ships which 
he intended to keep to carry himself and his soldiers to Surat. Sidi 
K&sira being impatient of having part of his fleet detained from 


1 Surat to Bombay, 6th July 1677, Surat Fact. Out. L. B, 3 of 1677-1700, 31. 

* Like the phrase The Corlaha (Anderson, 68; Or mu’s Oriental Fragments, 198) the 
word Batty meaning alluvial lands seems applied to villages along the west or 
Alibig shore of the Amba river or "NYigotlnia creek. At the same time the Batty of 
the Records may be Orme’s Abita (Ditto, 109) that is Apta ten miles north of Pen, 

8 Bom. to Surat, 27th Juue 1677, See, Out. L. B. 4 of 1677-1687, 37-38. Forrest’s 
Home Series, 1. 133. 
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him and instigated by that unadvised Subh&n Kuli who came 
from Surat about three months past with 150 men to assist him, 
ere we were aware of it, did on Sunday last march up with all 
his force to Mazgaon where Sidi Sambal resided. We immediately 
sent Captain Keigwin with a guard of horse to keep the peace, 
Ere he could arrive they had begun the skirmish, and so obstinate 
were they, especially Sidi KfSsim, that they were parted with, 
much difficulty having shot four of the Company’s horses, whereof 
one is dead and another in great danger, though it pleased none of 
the troopers were hurt. Upon this we immediately sent for Sidi 
Kasim to the fort, and having expostulated with him the affront 
he had put upon the Government and the bad retaliation he had 
made us for our extraordinary civilities to him, we disarmed all 
his soldiers except himself and two or three more and ordered him 
in four or five days’ time to send all his soldiers off the island 
excepting some few servants for his attendance. The like we did 
to Sidi Sambal excepting those guards which were for the defence 
of the ships. We suppose this accident will so arm your 
worship’s resolutions as never to concede the wintering of the 
fleet hero again nor to suffer any great number of men to remain 
on the island armed. We suppose it would be of great consequence 
thai your worships made timely complaint of these outrages, not 
only to the governor of Surat, but even to the king himself, and 
demanded large satisfaction for the death of our horses and the 
disturbance of the peace of - the inhabitants and hindrance of our 
trade, merchants being frighted from coining hither by such hostile 
acts. We send this cosset (carrier Cujardti kaxad) on purpose to give 
your worships timely notice that the Sidi.s might not bo. beforehand 
with a false representation of the action. 1 

A fortnight later (October 21st) the Bombay Council continue: 
We have at length induced the two Sidi.s to an agreement so that 
Sidi Kasim is contented to surrender up Sidi Sambal’s wife and 
children and Sidi Sambal is contented to surrender up the armada, 
so that Sidi Sambal in four or five days intends to embark on one 
of two great ships and go for Surat, and then Sidi Kasim will go 
on board of the fieefc. We were willing to lie mediator in this 
business that we might bo rid of them both. And if we respect 
the good and quiet of the island, we have reason to wish they may 
never come here again except it be for a month’s time to refresh 
and then be gone. Sidi Sambal had an excellent horse killed in 
the broil, which he values at a great price; for which and all other 
damages he demands satisfaction of us ; for he pretends his hands 
were hound up from taking his own satisfaction. We must needs 
say he was very obedient to our orders, and has lived at Mazgaon 
all this rains so contentedly and quietly that we have not been 
troubled with any complaints of him. So that when your worships 
demand satisfaction of the Moghal king for our horses and other 
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damages, Sidi Sambal’s damages may likewise be demanded or 
that they make him satisfaction there. 1 2 

In March \&77 the General and Council in Surat communicated 
the following instructions regarding the settlement of Gujarat 
Ban ids in Bombay ; We do send you several articles offered unto Vis 
by Nima Pkrakh, an eminent Bania belonging to the city of Din, 
touching his own, or some of his sons or vakils, settlement 
on the island of Bombay. This we have not thought good to 
grant until we have first advised with you and taken your opinion 
thereon whether they are consistent with the present state and 
good of the island, and therefore we desire you seriously to weigh 
each particular article and advise us your opinion thereon. He 
hath further requested that ten mans of tobacco may be allowed 
him free of paying any duty belonging thereunto, but to this 
also we have deferred giving no answer until wc have received 
your opinion which we desire may be sent us so soon as you can 
with convenience. We desire you not to let these articles or 
Nima Pdrakh’s name to be published as yet in regard the noise 
of it coining to the Portuguese’s knowledge may cause no mean 
prejudice to him and little advantage to us, for we have already 
often experimented upon the effect of their bad neighbourhood. 3 

Whereas Nima Pdrakh, an eminent Bania merchant of the city 
of Diu, has expressed Ids desire to settle with his family and trade 
on the island of Bombay, from the fame which he has heard of the 
Honourable Company’s large commerce, upright dealing, justice, 
and moderation to all persons that live under the shadow of their 
Government; and in order thereumo has requested a patent from 
us, under the Company’s seal, containing certain favours which he 
begs in relation to liberty and security in the exercise of religion, 
trade, property, and reputable residence on said island : We, the 
President and Council for the said Honourable Company, have 
thought good, in regard to his eminent worth and good report, to 
grant him the following privileges: 

1. That the Honourable Company shall allot him so much 
ground in or near the present town free of rent as shall be judged 
necessary to build a bouse or warehouse thereon. 

2, That he with the Brahmans or Vers (Gors or priests) of liis 
caste shall enjoy the free exercise of their religion within their 
own houses without the molestation of any person whatsoever; that 
no Englishman, Portuguese, or other Christian, nor Muhammadan 
shall be permitted to live within their compound or offer to kill 
any living creature there, or do the least injury or indignity to 
them, and if any shall presume to offend them within the limits 
of their said compound, upon their complaint to the Governor 
(at Surat), or Deputy Governor (at Bombay), the offenders shall 


1 Bom. to Surat, 21st Oct. 1677, Sec. Out. L. B.4of 1677-1687, 56-57, Forrest’s 
Hoir.e Series, I. 138. 

2 Surat letter from the President Mr. Aungier and Council to Bombay, 22nd 

March 1677, Surat Fact. Out. Letter Book 3 of 1677 -1700,22 - 23. 
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be exemplarily punished ; that they shall have liberty to burn 
their dead according to their custom, also to use their ceremonies 
at their weddings; and that none of their profession of what 
age, sex, or condition whatever they be, shall be forced to turn 
Christians, nor to carry burthens against their wills. 

3. That he and his family shall be free from all duties of watch 
and ward, or any charge and duty depending thereon; that 
neither the Company nor the Governor, Deputy Governor or 
Council, or any other person, shall on any pretence whatsoever 
force them to lend money for public or private account or use 
any indirect violence or ways to that effect; but that they shall 
with all freedom enjoy their properties, estate, ami goods without 
auy molestation. 

4. That in case there falls out any difference or suit in law 
between him or his vakil or attorneys or the Banias of his caste, 
and any other persons remaining on the island, the Governor or 
Deputy Governor shall not suffer him or them to be publicly 
arrested dishonoured or carried to prison, without first giving 
him due notice of the cause depending, that he or they may 
cause justice to bo done in an honest and amicable way, and in 
case any difference happen between him or bis attorney and any 
Bania of their own caste, they may have liberty to decide it 
among themselves without being forced to go to law. 

5. That he shall have liberty of trade in his own ships and 
vessels to what port lie pleases, and come in and go out when be¬ 
thinks good, without paying anchorage, having’ first given the- 
Governor or Deputy Governor or Customer notice and taken 
their consent thereuuto. 

(3, That in case he brings any goods on shore more than he cart 
sell on the island within the space of 12 months, he shall have 
liberty to transport them to what port he pleases, without paying 
custom for exportation, 

7. That in case any person be indebted to him, and also to* 
other Baniifs, and be not able to pay all lus debts, his right may 
be preferred before other Banias. 

8. That in case of war or any other danger which may succeed, 
he shall have a warehouse in the castle to secure his goods, 
treasure, and family therein. 

9. That he or any of his family shall have liberty of egress and 
regress to and from the fort or residence of the Governor or Deputy 
Governor; that they shall be received with civil respect and .be 
permitted to sit down according to their qualities ; that they shall 
freely use coaches, horses, or palanquins and quitasols (that is- 
barsuns or umbrellas) for their convenience without any disturb¬ 
ance ; that their servants may wear swords and daggers, shall 
not be abused, beaten, or imprisoned except they offend, and that 
in case any of his kindred or friends shall come to visit him or 
them from any other ports, they shall be used with civility and 
respect. 


Chapter I. 
History. 

Gnjarit Ban id* 
in Bombay, 
1677. 



Chapter I. 

History. 

<jfuj«r6t Banins 
in Bombay, 
1677. 


[Historical 

76 BOMBAY TOWN 

10. That he and his assigns shall have liberty to sell and buy 

cocoanuts, betelnuts, pan or betel-leaves, and any other commodity 

not rented out without any molestation on the island. 1 

On the 3rd April 1677 the Deputy Governor of Bombay replied: 
According to order we have considered the articles of Nima Parakh 
Bania, which if we rightly understand we do not apprehend any 
prejudice in their concession, the most of them being what the 
meanest enjoy. 

The first is very easy, the Company having vast ground enough, 
and we daily do the same to Bani&s and others who come to 
inhabit here. As to the second, the free exercise of religion is 
permitted to all with the use of their ceremonies at weddings and 
feasts, the Banias always burning their dead without molestation. 
Neither do we permit any person to kill anything near the Banids, 
who all live by themselves, much less can any person presume to 
enter into anybody’s house or compound without the owner’s 
license; and, for forcing people to turn Christian against their 
wills, the whole world will vindicate us ; neither are any persons 
forced to carry burdens against their wills. No Bania, Brahman, 
Moor, or such man is obliged to watch or ward or other duty, but 
if any person buys an oart or warge ( vdda) he is bound on every 
alarm to send a musquiter. But if he possesses no land no duty is 
exacted, so the article may be granted to Nirnn, and when he goes 
about to buy any land he may be acquainted with that small 
incumbrance thereon. 

The 4th article is indeed a privilege, but no more than Girdhar, 
the Moody and some others have, which does not in the least 
exempt them from the hands of the law or justice, but does only 
ask that justice be done respectfully, which he need not doubt of, 
and for matter of differences among themselves there is already 
his Honour’s patent authorising them to decide such things. 

As to the 5th, the great anchorage of a rupee per ton is wholly 
taken off. There remains only a small one of a rupee for every 100 
tons, which is so inconsiderable a matter that we do not believe he 
will stick at it. If he does, it will amount-but to a small matter being 
only for his own vessels that the Company may easily allow it. 

The 6th, if we rightly apprehend it, is no more than what all people 
enjoy, who are so far from paying custom at exportation of their 
own goods that they pay none for what goods they buy. But if 
he intends his goods must pay no custom at landing nor none at 
exportation of what he cannot sell, it will be so great a loss to the 
Company, they having farmed out the customs for two years, that 
the benefit of his settling here will, we believe, not countervail it, 
till it comes into the Company’s hands again. 

As to the 7th, our law is such that if a person be indebted to 
several men, whosoever gets a judgment first in Court will be 
paid his full debt, but no man can be aggrieved at that, nor can any 


* Accompaniment to Kurat letter dated 22nd March 1677, to Bombay, in Surat 
Fact. Out Letter Book 3 of 1677 - 1700, 2 i - 25. Forrest’s Home Series, I. Ill -113. 



Materials, 1 


AND ISLAND. 


77 - 


creditor have any pretence to what, is once paid, and when judgment 
is given it is already paid in law, so that he is no longer 
proprietor of it. But when a person is indebted to t.vo men and 
the first sues him and u on that the second comes in and sues him 
too, with what justice can we pay all the debtor's estate to the second 
creditor. Only of this he may be assured that all justice shall be 
done him with speed according to our law and the party forced to 
pay the full debt if able, and lie in prison for the rest till he 
pleases to release him, which we suppose may well content him. 

As to the Sth, in case of war all persons of quality have liberty 
to repair to the castle and secure their money and other things of 
value. Not that I suppose he intends to till up the castle with gruf 
(coarse) goods ; but for money, jewels, household stuff, cloth goods 
of value, that take up small room, he may bring what he pleases 
and may have a warehouse apart allotted for himself and family. 

The 9th and 10th we may join together, they being only to till 
up the number. They are plain optics to show the nature of those 
they live under, which, when they have experimented our Govern¬ 
ment, themselves will laugh at us, enjoying more freedom than the 
very articles demand, for the meanest person is never denied egress 
and regress upon respectful notice given, and for horses and coaches 
and the like he may keep as many as he pleases and his servants 
be permitted to wear what arms they please, a thing common to 
all. Nothing is more promoted by us than the free liberty for 
buying and selling which is the load-stone of trade. 

That last tiling he asked of having 10 mans of tobacco free of 
all duties is the most difficult thing of all, for the farmers will ask 
a vast deal to grant such a license, it being a very great profit they 
make in the sale of 10 wans, so that we know not which way 
this article can he condescended to, but in this your Honours can 
judge better than us. 1 

In reply on the 20th April the Surat Council write: We 
observe your answer touching the articles proposed by Nima 
Parakh Hama in order to bis settlement on Bombay. When we 
come again to treat with him thereon, we hope so to moderate the 
affair that the island shall not receive any the least prejudice 
thereby, and we do not question but wholly to put him by his 
request of 10 mans of tobacco which he would annually receive or 
bring on the island free of all duties. 2 

A letter of the 19th March from Bombay to the Court of 
Directors remarks that it would be a very grateful thing to the 
whole city if their Honours would be pleased to send out a great 
clock and a large bell as these would not only be very satisfactory 
but also very useful to all. 3 
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1 Bombay to Surat, 3rd April 1677, Sec. Out. Letter Book 4 of 1677 -1687, 26- 27. 
Forrest’s Home Series, 1. 129-130. 

2 Surat President Mr, Aungier and Council to Bombay, 26th April 1677, Surat 
Fact. Out. Letter Book 3 of 1077 -1700, 31. Forrest’s Home Series, I. 113. 

5 Bombay to Court, 19th March 1677, See, Out, Letter Book 4 of 1677 - 1687, 22. 
Forrest's Home Series, I. 126. 
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In Jtlne of this year (1677) the Company’s interests in Western 
India sustained a serious loss by the death of President Aungier. 
Tlie Surat letter of the 30th June to Bombay states : It hath pleased 
Clod to our great sorrow after a tedious sickness to take out oE this 
life our worthy President, Gerald Aungier, who deceased this 
morning between 4 and 5 of the clock, of which we thought good 
to give you this timely notice that you might prevent all 
innovations or disturbances upon the island. For the better 
government of its affairs we herewith send you a copy of a 
clause of the Honourable Company’s letter bearing date the £2nd 
February, wherein you will find that they have made provision in 
case of the decease of the Honourable Gerald Aungier and 
Mr. Matthew Gray that they have given full power and authority 
to three or more of their Council of Surat to act as commissioners 
in the management of their affairs in these parts of India. 
Therefore, until the rest of the Council can he conveniently called 
hither to consider and determine what shall be necessary and 
consistent with the Company’s interest for the more ample 
establishment of their affairs, we think good to confirm Mr. John 
Petit, our worthy friend, in the management of the affairs on the 
island to act (with the advice of the present Council of Bombay) 
in as full power and authority as he could or might do by v'irtue 
of the commission given him by our late Honourable President. 
We hereby require all persons, inhabitants on the island, of what 
quality and degree soever to obey and observe his orders 
accordingly, aud we do commend to your care the preservation and 
good government of the island that all things may be continued 
in such form and order as at present they are established, observing 
for the future such directions as you shall from time to time receive 
from ns, und we desire you to strengthen us with your advice and 
counsel in anything you shall find conducing to the Company’s 
interest. 

Our thoughts arc now taken up in giving orders and directions 
for the decent burial of the defunct whom God willing wo intend 
to inter on Monday next in such manner as the time and place will 
admit. 1 

In reply on the 11th July 1077 the Bombay Council wrote : 
We cannot rightly express the reality of our grief at the perusal 
of the deplorable news of the death of our late noble President. 
Multiplicity of words may multiply the sense of our loss, but 
cannot depaint its greatness and the knowledge we have of the true 
worth and integrity of his successors. It shall be our continual 
prayers for a blessing on your great affairs. 2 

A letter from Bombay dated 22nd October 1677 notes that 
Mr. Rolt was confirmed President in the room of Mr. Aungier, 3 * 


1 Karat, Messrs. C, James and Cesar Chambrelan to Bombay, 80th June 1677, 
Surat Factory Out. Letter Book 3of 1677 • 1700, 46-47, Forrest’s Home Series, 1,1J6. 

2 Bombay to Surat, 11th July 1677, Sec. Out. Letter Book 4 of 1677-1687, 36. 

Forrest’s Homo Series, 1. 133. 

' 5 Bombay to Mr, Walter Clavell, 22nd Oct. 1677, Sec, Out, L, B, 4 of 1677 -1687, 60. 
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Between 1670 and 1680 thejlecords contain references to the 
result of the suggestion that respectable Englishwomen should be 
encouraged to come out and settle in Bombay. In January 1671 
the Surat Council refer tho Directors to the petition of one John 
Simpson a rnatruss (undei-guunor Herman mutroue sailor) of Bombay 
who bad desired that tho Court would please to givo leave for his 
wife and family to como out on tho next shipping. Touching this 
matter tho Council add : We humbly refer you to his own petition 
which will bo presented to you. 1 

In December 1675 tho Surat Council wrote to Bombay : We have 
considered the request which the gentlewomen have made to you, 
touching their allowance for one year and the reason they allege 
concerning it. Though we are willing to gratify them in any tiling 
that lies in our power and do believe what they say concerning 
Mr. Lewis to be probable yet we doelaro wo cannot dispose of our 
Masters’ estates without their order. They must therefore excuse ua 
if we do not gratify their desire. But whereas you say some of them, 
are in so mean a condition that they cannot subsist without help, 
in such case and no otherwise, we ouorder that you allow either 
6 or 8 pardons (pagodas) a month to those that are in real necessity 
that they be preserved from want which withal they must understand 
as an act of charity from tho Company in respect to their want. 
Those who are able wo expect should provide themselves. And 
whereas you give us notice that some of the women are grown 
scandalous to our nation religion aud government, we require you 
in tho Honourable Company’s name to givo thorn all fair warning 
that they do apply themselves to a more sober and Christian conver¬ 
sation, otherwise the sentence is this that they shall be confined 
totally of their liberty to go abroad and fed with bread and water 
till they are embarked on board ship for England. 2 

Next month in writing on this subject to the Directors the Surat 
Council say: The gentlewomen ami other women brought out these 
two last years have given us some trouble demanding tho former 
allowances which you were pleased to grant to others, namely one 
year’s diet if they were not married before tho year expired. They 
pretend they were scut out on the. same condition and that so much 
was declared to them at the India House by Mr. Lewis. Notwith¬ 
standing this we have refused to put you to that charge, declaring 
we had no order from you. 'This hath caused some discontent among 
them; only we have thought fit to assist those who are moro objects 
of charity to keep them from perishing for want of sustenance. 
We beseech you that your orders may be hereafter clear touching 
such persons the better to prevent mistake. 3 

With regard to the order that no Europe ships were to call at 
Bombay, on the 17th February 1077 the Bombay Council wrote to 
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1 Surat to Directors (10th January 1671), Surat Fact. Out. T,. B, 1 of 1G30-1673, 
203. Forrest’s Home Scries, I. 45, 

5 Surat to Bombay, 18th December 1075, Surat Fact. Out, L. B. 2 of 1670-76, 13, 
Forrest’s Home Series, T, 74, 

’ Surat to Directors, 17th January 1676, Surat Fact, Out. L. B. 2 of 1675-76, 31. 



[Historical 


80 BOMBAY TOWN 


Chapter I. 
History. 


Embarrassed 
state of Bombay, 
1681. 


Bombay, 

1682. 


the Directors : It is now effectless to toll your Honours the great 
disappointment the whole island lies under by the Europe ships 
not touching here. What is past cannot be recalled and we must 
be contented with our lot. 1 

In 1677 (28th February) tho Factors at Calicut wrote: The 
rogues of Cota are grown worse than ever. They lately killed one 
Englishman by name Isaac Watts for no other reason than because 
he would not turn Moor. They lately surprised John Chase and 
Nathaniel! Meriton by land in their way to Dhannapatan. Our hopes 
arc that your Worship and other friends of Bombay will in time 
abate their pride, confound their devices and severely chastise their 
insolences which would much rejoice us. 2 

In the following years the management of Bombay continued 
full of difficulty. In 1679 Shivflji’s admiral took possession of the 
island of Kenery (Khanderi) at the south entrance to Bombay 
harbour. After a vain attempt by the English supported by the 
Hidi of Junjira to dislodge tho Murdtints some Bombay troops 
occupied the smaller rock of Henery (Undcri) between Kenery and 
the main land. Shortly after the English were forced to retire 
from Henery. 3 In January JG82 the Surat Council wrote to the 
Directors : The administration of the island of Bombay has been 
the most difficult as well as the most embarrassing part of our 
duty, on account of the occupation of the barren rocks of Henery 
and Kenery by the troops of Shivdji and of the Moghul; the 
obstructions to trade by the Portuguese ; and, above all, the general 
impression that Samblufji Baja, the successor of Shivaji, was 
following up tho plans of his father and adding on every limit 
of his dominions to his extensive empire. 4 

In 16S2-83 the revenue of Bombay had increased, being this 
season calculated to exceed the two preceding years by 4700 
Nerapluns. It was doubtful whether it would yield this amount 
at the next sale, or farming, in March 1683, because Sambhaji 
continued in possession of the island of Kenery, and had ten or 
twelve armed galivats (galbatx), which interrupted the trade; and 
because the Mughal fleet resorting to Bombay had exposed the 
garrison to attacks and danger. These powers, from the situation 
of Bombay relatively to their dominions, had kept the island in a 
constant alarm, the Huuter galley being the only armed ship left 
to protect the trade and settlement. Any scheme of the Bombay 
or Surat Council for the forcible recovery of Henery was made 
impracticable by the receipt of a letter from the Court dated 22nd 
April 1682 reminding the President of the Company's determination 


1 Bombay to Directors, 17th February 1677, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 ■ 1687, 16. 
Forrest's Home Series, I, 124. 

s Calicut to Bombay, 28th Feby. 1677. Surat Fact. Out. L. B. 3 of 1677-1700, 
26. Dharmapfttan, three miles north of Tellicherry, appears in the Brihat Samhftit 
(XIV. 14)of Varilia Mihira (a.d. 505) as an island whose people traverse the three 
seas of lapis lazuli conch-shells and pearls. A. M. T. Jackson, I. 0. S. 

3 Sir G. Birdwood's Report on the Old Records of the India Office, 1891, 83, 

* Surat to Directors, 23rd January 1682. Bruee’B Annals, II. 472 - 473. 
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to have no war about Henery-Kenery and adding, * all war is so 
contrary to our constitution as well as our interest that we cannot 
too often inculcate to you our aversion thereunto.’ 1 

By these events the relations between the Government of 
Bombay, Sambhdji, and the Moghul had become most embarrassing 
and precarious. With Sambhflji it was expedient to temporize on 
account of his power extending over those commercial stations on 
the Malab&r Coast from which the principal part of the investments 
of pepper and cardamoms were drawn, as well as over several of 
the stations under the Presidency of Fort St. George particularly 
Porto Novo. The power of the Moghul commanded the provinces 
in which the principal portions of the Surat investment were 
collected. These alarms were increased by the Sidi’s fleet and 
troops being too strong to bo resisted by the soldiers of the 
garrison now reduced to less than 100 Europeans, who were daily 
murmuring at the price of provisions, which their pay could not 
aSord. Under these circumstances a reference was made to the 
Court for instructions and aid. 2 

Apparently in reply, early in 1633, the Court of Directors wrote : 
After much charge and the wasting of many years in vain attempts, 
we have (we hope) at length thought of methods to make Bombay 
a place of considerable trade and business : 

1. We have ordered the ship Charles to unlade her cowries 
there or so many of them as our President and Council at Surat 
shall give order for and to take in there such homeward lading 
for England as our President and Council shall think lit. 

2. We have ordered the ship we arc now despatching for 
Tonqueen in her homeward voyage to return through the 
straights of Mallaca to Bombay and there unload and fill up with 
what our President and Council shall provide beforehand to lie in 
the stores and give order for the shipping aboard her. 

3. Wo have written to our President and Council to order such 
of our ships as he shall think tit that go down to the Coast of 
Malabar and India to return to Bombay and there disperse those 
goods among any of our ships that he shall appoint to take in 
their loadings at that place. 

4. That in order thereunto, if he finds it not prejudicial to our 
service, he should send from Swally one of our small ships with 
bales of goods to fill up any bigger ship or ships he shall appoint 
to take up their full loading at Bombay. 

5. In the foregoing particulars you will see we have referred 
much to the discretion of our President and Council at Surat. 
This is most necessary, seeing they are in the head of our business 
and so near the place; and the more in regard our President hath 
been our Deputy Governor in Bombay and to give him his due the 
best that ever set foot upon the island since the English had it. 


1 Pub. Dept. Court’s Letters, Vo). 1 of 1G81 - 1685, II. Bruce’s Annals, II. 488. 

4 Bombay to Directors, 22nd 8'epto.mber 1682 and 8th January >683, Bruce's 
Annals, II. 488 ■ 490. 
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6. And now we have opened you a way we hope your own 
ingenuity will find out other mediums of meliorating the com¬ 
merce of that place. 

7. We hope to have a considerable trade from China in a few 
years and have ordered an experiment to be made for settling a 
trade at Canton. Although we do but now begin to order 
our ships to return to Bombay from thence, we do intend here¬ 
after, when you have once a good store of pepper by you and 
some other proper goods for sale in China, to order our Europe 
ships bound for China which did usually stop at Bantam to sail 
directly from hence to Bombay and fill there with pepper and 
other proper goods of Surat and those ports. Next year you may 
expect our China ships shall start from as well as return to Bom¬ 
bay in the same manner as they have hitherto done,from Bantam, 
The consequences of this change will be exceedingly advantageous 
to the island which we must hope to find our share of in the 
increase of our customs and other revenues. Otherwise it will be 
detrimental to our stock, because Bantam is the nearest port to 
Chinu, and pepper and rattans to fill up our ships are cheapest 
there. 

8. There go four factors on this ship at the salary each of £15 
a year. The chief, Mr. Standley, we would have sent to Surat. 
The other three you may detain at Bombay if you have occasion 
to employ them there and the President and Council do not 
otherwise direct. 

9. Since business is likely to increase with you, it will bo abso¬ 
lutely necessary that you have just, faithful, sober, and diligent 
men for the godown-keepers. And, though they be never so good, 
we would have, our Deputy Governor as oft as his business will 
permit to see after them himself and observe how our business is 
managed in the godowns and frequently inspect their books and 
accounts. 

10. Bombay hath been so monstrously out of order and 
over-grown with riot, prodigality, carelessness and folly, that 
though in his time Mr. Child did as much as we could hope for 
towards a reformation in so short a time, yet such was the 
obstinance of the matter contracted by expensive and vicious 
habits that it was too perverse and hard for him to correct at 
once. But he having laid the foundation of a more frugal and 
careful managery, you will be infinitely to blame if you do not 
perfectly finish that which was with more difficulty begun by 
him. This of the two is far the easier task there being in 
government as well as in mechanics a great truth in that old 
adage facile est invest Us adders, 

11. That in going through with the work of retrenchment and 
reformation you may remove all old incorrigible lumber out of 
the way, we have given full authority to our President and 
Council at Surat that whoever in their judgment and consciences 
they shall find unfit for our services, they turn out in a summary 
way without the formality of tedious, impertinent, chargeable 
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examinations, attestations, certificates, letters or other trumpery 
as was used in the case of Mr. Petit to no purpose, long experience 
having convinced us of this certain truth that wherever things 
go generally ill, expenses great, despatches slow, accounts confused, 
debts standing out, the instruments are certainly nought though 
none better furnished with volumes of attestations and certificates, 

12. And therefore if there be any on Bombay in our service 
that are riotous, unfaithful or negligent, fail not without 
favour or affection, anger or prejudice, to give impartial notice of 
them to our President and Council at Surat, who, we doubt not, 
will ease you of such burdens. 

1.3. We have now by the Scipio advice of a war between the 
two kings of Bantam, which confirms us in our resolution of 
ordering all our China ships to return to your place and have 
written to our President and Council at Surat to provide and 
have in readiness in the godowns the value of £20,000 sterling 
by January or Febi nary 1(333 in proper goods of India to he put 
on board such ships as we shall send out next summer to com¬ 
plete their loadings at Bombay and sail directly from thence to 
China. But if some of you do not become more serious and careful 
in our business and in your own conversations we shall have 
cause to doubt you will not be capable of managing so great a 
trust and such weighty affairs as we shall have to transact upon 
that island hereafter. Wo shall suspend our judgments till we 
see how well you will acquit yoursblves this year. 

14. We shall send you out by our ships thirty young English 
soldiers with a Lieutenant, one Thomas Child, who is allied to 
our President at Surat; he hath been a Captain of foot iu the 
King’s service and hath likewise had command at sea; him we 
intend in the room of Lieutenant Nicolls hut not to be of the 
Company, These thirty soldiers we intend to fill up your 
company but not to make any increase of officers. 1 
On the 15th August 1(183, in communicating to Bombay the im¬ 
portant news of the grant of a fresh charter the Court wrote : We 
send you enclosed an authentic copy of a new Charter granted us 
by His Majesty under the great seal of England, for the suppressing 
all interloping and interlopers, of which we shall write you more 
largely by our ships. In the meantime we do hereby appoint our 
Deputy Governor of Bombay to be our Judge Advocate there, 
and to put all the powers granted us by the said new Charter into 
full and perfect execution. 2 3 

On the 7th April 1684, before the news of Keigwin’s revolt had 
reached them, the Court wrote to the President at Surat: We 
have chosen Dr. St. John Doctor of the Civil Law to be Judge 
of the Admiralty Court in the East Indies and of all our maritime 
affairs there, to be erected in pursuance of His Majesty’s additional 
charter of the 9th August last (1683) at the salary of £200 a 


1 Court to Bombay without (.late (1681'), Public Department Letters from the 

Court, V ol. 1 of 1681 -1685, 32 - 34. Of this letter four pages are .missing. 

3 Court to Bombay, 15th Aug. 1683, rub. Dept. Court's L. Vol. 1 of 1681 - 1685, 55. 
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year, and to have the accommodation of his own diet at the 
Governor’s table at Bombay, but all other accommodations for 
himself and his two servants are to be at his own charge and to take 
place at the Governnor’s table as second. We therefore order and 
direct that a convenient place be assigned him for holding the 
Court of Admiralty, and that you appoint such officers as are 
necessary to attend that Judicature which is designed for pro¬ 
ceeding against all interlopers and private ships and persons 
trading in the East Indies or to or from the East Indies, contrary 
to His Majesty’s Royal charter granted to us. For the honour 
of our nation and more perfect information of all persons that 
are and shall be concerned in the proceedings of that judicature, 
we do expressly order and direct that the whole process of that 
Court be carried on in English and not in Latin in all the Commis¬ 
sions, Acts, Constitutions, and sentences thereof, und that yon do 
take care that a table of fees be agreed on and published for all 
processes, writs, summons, adjudications, sentences and decrees 
arid all other things that are or shall be passed in the said Court 
and to all officers attending the same, which arc not to bo exceed¬ 
ed, upon some moderate penalty to be therein inserted and 
published. His Majesty hath been pleased upon our approbations 
of him to grant Dr. St. John a commission under the great seal of 
England to the purpose aforesaid. For which also he hath our 
commission under our larger seal, a copy whereof we herewith send 
you, and he is from time to time to transmit unto you, as also to 
represent unto the Deputy Governor and Council of Bombay an 
impartial account of all his proceedings, as Judge of the said 
Court. But all other judicatures upon our said island are to 
remain in the same condition and order they now are and under 
the management of the same persons, until you receive our further 
orders after we have an account from you of the good deport¬ 
ment of the said Doctor. 1 

About the same time (April 1681) it was found that the ships of 
interlopers instead of taking in their cargoes at a British port., went 
to Ostend, and took in Europe produce on British capital, and thence 
proceeded to India. On discovering tins project, the Court applied 
to the King, who ordered a man-of-war to intercept them, but two 
of their vessels escaped. Instructions were therefore sent to the 
Company's agents to seize their ships and goods. 2 

On the 3rd October 1 tKT the Court wrote to Surat: We are very 
sensible that the interlopers have given you great trouble, and have 


to Surat, 7th April 1684, Pub, Dep. Court’s L, Vol. 1, of 1681-1685, 87-88. 
This Court was to be held at Bombay, as being a possession acquired by ths Crown 
and by it vested in the Company in full property. It was to consist of the 
Judge and two merchants—Company's servants. The Judge was to take cognizance 
of and to try examine and decide on all cases regarding the interlopers or private 
merchants who might attempt, contrary to the King's orders and in violation of the 
Company's exclusive privileges, to trade or establish factories in the countries 
within their limits. Court’s letter to Sui at, 7th April 1684; Company’s commia- 
f™” 10 „ • J vhn, 7th April 1684 ; King’s commission to Dr. St, John, 6th Feb. 
1681, Bruce s Annals, II. 497. ‘-Bruce’s Annals, II, 522, 
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been a great interruption to all our business, but are fully satisfied 
that our President and Council are worthy men and have served 
us faithfully and as well as any men could have done under so 
many disappointments. 1 

On the 16th November 1683 the Court again state : We are 
now much set upon the improvement of that our island of Bombay 
and do esteem it a place of more consequence than wc have former¬ 
ly done. We cannot imagine but a wise and prudent Council might 
promote or create a trade there in a place so admirably situated 
and so full of people. 2 

In the same letter tile Court administer the following caution : 
The increase of our people at Bombay must necessarily increase 
our revenue if you be careful to make the most of it. With 
a little ingenuity you may find out other ways to augment our 
revenue, which we require you to make jmur study and endeavour 
as much for the sake of your common country as your em¬ 
ployer’s. It is a vain and idle imagination for any man to think 
the English nation can ever be as considerable in India as the 
Dutch until we areas wise as they in creating and thrifty manage¬ 
ment of revenues in places conquered, fortified, or possessed. This 
necessary providence the Dutch have improved and refined to such 
a degree at Batavia as to make that place render to the Company 
clear annually £90,000 sterling (as we are informed), more than all 
the great charge thereof. 3 

In April 1684 the counsels for the improvement of Bombay are 
repeated : We are now much more concerned for the improvement 
of Bombay. We were concluding it to be a place that may stand us 
in mighty stead in case of a war with the Dutch or that the Moghal 
governors should go and affront us as they did last year in the 
Bay. We would, therefore, have you keep that island always in a 
strong posture of defence and our soldiers strictly to their duty and 
in the constant exercise of their arms. You should set your wits 
effectually on work to create some considerable manufacture upon 
the island that may augment the number of the inhabitants whom 
we would have modelled into trained bands under English or other 
officers, as you shall see cause, and make of them one or two regi¬ 
ments or more as their numbers will hold out. They should be ex¬ 
ercised in arms one day in every two months or as often as you shall 
think may be convenient. You need not always waste powder 
at such exercise, but teach them to handle their arms, their facings, 
wheelings, marching, and countermarching, the first ranks to pre¬ 
sent, draw their triggers together at the beat of the drum, and 
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1 Pub. Dept. Court’s Letter, Vol. 1 of 1681 -1685, 94. 

2 Court to Bombay Deputy Governor and Council, 10th November 1683. Pub. 
Dept. Letters from the Court, Vol. 1 of 1681 - 1G85, 59. 

5 Court to Bombay Deputy Governor and Council, 10th November 1683, Pub, 
Dept. Court’s Letters Vol. 1 of 1681-1685, 60. The capture of Bantam by the 
Dutch led to the declaration of the Court that in future they would consider Bombay 
as an independent English settlement, and the seat of the power and trade of the 
English nation in the East Indies. The resolution was incompatible with the 
retrenchments, civil and military, ordered in tile two last seasons (1681-1683). 
Bruce’s Annals, II, 497 -498. 
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fall into the rear for the second ranks to advance as is often used 
with learners in our artillery ground. Still sometimes they must 
be used to firing, lest in time of action they should start at the 
noise or the recoil of their arms. 1 

In the same letter the Court state: The ships Return, For¬ 
mosa, Tywan, and other of our country vessels will now ail belong 
to your President. Wo would have their station or home to be 
Bombay for the security of our island. Notwithstanding it will 
import us much that you keep them voyaging constantly upon 
short trips for rice or pepper, especially when you apprehend the 
island not to be in danger. Otherwise the charge of those ships 
may eat out a great part of our stock, which we hope our President 
and Council’s prudence will prevent. They will take care likewise 
that the new military titles which we have now conferred upon 
our President Governor and Second of Bombay, shall make no 
increase of charge to the Company. 5 

The Court continues: We promise ourselves by the trade of 
rice besides the pro.it of it, the following great advantages 3 : 

1. Ourships that used to lie idle in Swally Hole will by that means 
be earning us something towards the charge of their demurrage. 

2. Our island and bay will be the better secured by the con¬ 
stant resort of so many English ships to and from it, as this trade 
will occasion, which before was managed by boats of no force. 

3. By the store the Company will always have kept of rice 
and paddy, the island will be secured from famine in case of any 
sudden breach or affront from your neighbours. 

The truth is it is imprudent for the Government of so popu¬ 
lous an island to be at any time unprovided of half a year’s 
store of rice or paddy for all the inhabitants. Or to attempt any 
considerable thing till their fortifications are all strong and com¬ 
pletely finished, their guns and carriages all firm and fixed, their 
companies of soldiers full and kept to strict order and discipline, 
and the guards exactly set and relieved every day as if an enemy 
were in port. This we require of our Deputy Governor to be 
constantly performed, and when your emulators see you in such a 
posture, they will not be so apt to affront you as they have been, 
for though the old maxim was pax quesita hello, peace may as 
well be preserved and obtained by being in a formidable and strong 
posture of war and defence as by war itself, 4 

The Court continues: Though on this occasion we will not 
absolutely order it, we think fit to recommend it to your prudence, 
whether it be not convenient at all times to keep the greatest part 
of our estate and stores of pepper or other goods at Bombay. For 


1 Court of Directors to the President and Council at Surat, 7th April 1GS4, Fublic 
Dept., Vo!. 1 of 1681 - 1685, 77. 

s Court to Surat, "th April 1684, Pub. Dept. Court’s L. Vol. 1 of 1681 - 1685, 80. 

3 In the same letter, 7th April 1681, the Court ordered soldiers and weavers to be 

E aid partly in rice at Company’s price and partly in money. Pub. Dept. Letters 
:otn the Court, Vol. 1 of 1681 - 1685, 81, 

4 Court to Surat* 7th April 1684, Pub. Dept, Court’s L. Vol. 1 of 1681 - 1686, 82. 
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you see we are resolved so far as in us lies to make it impregnable; 
and we hope it may be much more healthful hereafter, when the 
drowned lands are drained as we hope they may by that method 
we have now propounded. 1 

By what we wrote you last year you will see we are resolved 
upon the defence and improvement of Bombay in another manner 
than ever we were heretofore. Your letters this year intimating the 
encroachment of the Moghal’s governors, and the repeated affronts 
of the Portuguese, give us further cause to hasten you in the 
building of such bastions as are wanting and in the prosecution of 
those other methods for the improvement of that place which (we) 
then gave you. 

Besides which we are now resolved that for the future at least 
one-half of our Europe shipping shall load home directly from Bom¬ 
bay not outgoing at all to Surat or Swally. We therefore do hereby 
order you from Surat and the Coast of Malabar and India to make 
such a provision of all sorts of goods to lie ready iaibaled at Bombay, 
that what upon good deliberation we have now resolved may 
certainly and effectually be complied with. 2 

In other despatches the Court instructed the President to tem¬ 
porise with both Sambhdji and the Moghal. With Sambhaji. by an 
application for permission to re-establish the Factory at Ilajapur; 
and with the Moghal by presents to the governor of Surat, to pre¬ 
vent his taking alarm from the removal of part of the Company’s 
goods and shipping from that port. 3 

On the 2nd July 1081 the Court wrote: Though our business 
is only trade and security, not conquest which the Dutch have 
aimed at, we dare not trade boldly, nor leave great stocks the year 
about in any country where we have not the security of a fort. 
1‘ or this cause wo are now lessening our trade at Surat and draw¬ 
ing our concerns more to Bombay. For the same cause likewise 
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1 Court {n the Surat President and Council, 7fch April 1684, Pub. Dept. Court’s L. 
Vol. 1 of 1681 • 1085, 80. No details have been traced of the method referred to. 

s Court to thtj Surat President and Council, 2nd July 1684, Pub. Dept. Letters 
from the Court, Vol. 1 of 1681 - 1685, 9). 

® Court to the Presidency of Surat, 18th April and 2ml July 1084, Bruce’s Annals, 
IT. 523. In the same year (1684) a despatch contains the following reference to tho 
Persian trade : We very well like the Persian minister’s proposals for English ships 
to bo constantly employed between Persia and India. VVe shall this year spare you 
shipping enough that you may employ two constantly in that trade, if you find you 
can do it to our advantage. And we do hereby leave it to your discretion to make 
such an agreement for us aa you shall think fit which we will take care to perform. 
First it will he requisite that some end were made with the Persian for the great 
arrears of customs they owe us- These we have ordered Sir Thomas Grantham to 
demand of them as soon as he shall arrive in tho Gulf of Persia, and in case of refusal 
to right us by reprisal upon the king of Persia’s subjects for which purpose we have 
fully instructed him. Of this we do not send you copies nor any copies to our agent 
and council of Gombroon that they and you may much more justly plead ignorance. 
In case the Porsian should resent anything, Kir Thomas Grantham shall do in the Gulf 
in pursuance of those orders we have given him. Thus much of that affair we 
thought necessary now to impart to you that you may the better provide for the 
security of our estate in Persia and all ocher places subordinate to your Presidency, 
Court’s letter to the Surat President and Council, 7th April 1684, Pub, Dept, 
Letters from the Court, Vol, 1 of 1681 - I6S5, 85-86. 
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we arc enlarging our fortifications as well as our trade at 
Kdrwar. 1 

While these directions for the improvement of the position of 
Bombay and the development of its trade were on their way to 
India the revolt of Captain Keigwin, the Commandant of the Bom¬ 
bay garrison, had removed the island from the control of the Com¬ 
pany’s officers and nominally handed it to the King of England. 
The main cause of Keigwin’s revolt was the measures which for 
some years had been in favour of abridging the charges of Bombay, 
and particularly the military expenses. The officers both in their 
rank and pay had been placed lower than they had formerly been and 
the militia had been so much reduced that not only discipline had 
been relaxed but the authority of the officers over the men was 
at an end. Discontent, bordering on disobedience, could not be 
easily repressed and an incident only was wanting to kindle this 
discontent into a revolt. Captain Keigwin applied for subsistence 
money, there being no Company’s table as formerly. After much 
altercation between him and the Deputy Governor, he was allowed 
money to the extent of 25 rupees a month, but in case the 
Court should disapprove of this allowance, it was to he refunded. 
Thus the plan of abridging the charges of the officers entrusted with 
the defence and protection of Bombay was unhappily carried to the 
extreme of ordering the half allowance paid for diet to Captain 
Keigwin to be refunded. This parsimonious measure produced the 
discontent and probably the revolt of the garrison. 2 

Captain Richard Keigwin, who commanded the Company’s garri¬ 
son at Bombay, assisted by Ensign Thornburn and others, on the 
27th December 1083, seized on Mr. Ward the Deputy Governor 
and such Members of Council as adhered to him, assembled the 
troops and militia,annulled the authority of the Company by procla¬ 
mation, and declared the island to be immediately under the King's 
protection. The garrison, consisting of 150 English soldiers and 
200 topasses, and the inhabitants of the island, elected Captain 
Keigwin to be Governor, and appointed officers to the different 
companies, with suitable rank, and civil officers, storekeepers, 
and harbour-masters, declaring, that if their servants would 
acknowledge the King’s government as proclaimed, and did not 
interfere with the administration of it, the Company might 
proceed in their trade without molestation. Keigwin took posses¬ 
sion of the Company’s ship Return and the Hunter frigate, and 
landed the treasure amounting to between 50,000 and 60,000 rupees, 
intended for the investment at Karwdx, which he lodged in the 
Fort, and published a declaration that it should bo employed only 
for the defence of the King’s island and government.* 

The first measure taken, after the revolt, was a proclamation by 
Captain Keigwin, requiring the inhabitants to take the oaths of 
allegiance to the King and to renounce their obedience to the Com- 


1 Court to the Surat President and Council, 2nd July 1684, Pub. Dept. Letters from 
the Court, Vol. 1 of 1681 -1685, 92, 

1 Bruce’s Anuals, II. 512-013, 522- 523. 3 Bruce’s Annals, II. 512. 
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pany. With this proclamation the whole of the garrison, militia, 
and inhabitants readily complied; the troops from an expectation 
of relief from the grievances of which they h id complained, and the 
inhabitants from the usual expectations held out to mobs of relief 
from taxes. To such a height did this frenzy proceed that the 
crews of the Company’s ships, sent first with commissioners and 
next accompanying President Child to Bombay to prevail on Captain 
Keigwin and his adherents to return to their duty, instead of being 
disposed to act offensively against the revoiters, caught the 
prejudices by which they were instigated and could not be entrusted 
in the most necessary services which the commissioners and after¬ 
wards the President and his Council thought might be effectual for 
the restoration of order and legal authority. 

Captain Keigwin and his associates then addressed letters to 
His Majesty and to the Duke of York, expressive of their deter¬ 
mination to maintain the island for the King till his pleasure should 
be known, and enumerated the causes which had imposed upon 
them the necessity of revolt either to prevent the island being seized 
by Sambhdji who was in possession of Karanja, or by the Sidi or 
Admiral of the Moghal who with a numerous naval force lay near 
it, each having in view to expel equally the King’s or the Company’s 
forces from a station of which both for a number of years had been 
jealous, and each afraid that the other might anticipate him in 
acquiring. Captain Keigwin and the conspirators next represented 
to the Court of Committees that the selfish schemes of Sir Josiah 
Child in England, and of his brother Mr. John Child the President 
of Surat, of whom Mr. Ward, the Deputy Governor of Bombay, was 
an instrument only, had been the real source of their conduct; 
adding that both the garrison and inhabitants were determined to 
preserve the place in its allegiance till the King’s pleasure should 
be conveyed to them. 1 
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'Bruce’s Annals, II. 513-515. During this crisis (January to September 1684) 
Captain Keigwin sent Captain Gary to Sambhiji K'ija and succeeded in negotiating 
a treaty for free trade in his dominions. He also procured an order for the payment 
of 13,000 pagodas due to the Company. This service, he represented in a letter to 
King Charles 1I„ the Company had neglected, or perhaps could not have effected. 
He added that the garrison of Bombay consisted of 505 men in full allegiance to 
His Majesty ; that the island was supported by its own revenue ; and that none of 
the Company’s money, seized on the ship Return, had hitherto been made use of, 
Thes-e events embarrassed trade, as the natives could not distinguish between those 
who had usurped power and those who really were the representatives of the English 
nation or the Company—an evil which necessarily arose from seeing the subjects of 
the same country assuming the distinctions of King’s and Company's servants, unin¬ 
telligible to those who could only judge from appearances and from power. In this 
situation President Child and his Council made every exertion to prepare an invest¬ 
ment of Surat goods, pepper, cardamoms and indigo, for the Company’s ships and to 
despatch them for Europe that the homo sales might bo as little injured as possible 
by the convulsed state of this seat oE their trade and its dependencies, A factory 
was established at Tellicherry under instructions to avoid offending the French who 
had a house of trade at that port, because the arbitrary proceedings of the Dutch in 
monopolizing the whole of the pepper trade, and tho depression of the Portuguese 
settlements from their war with Samhhaji, required conciliatory measures with the 
French to induce them to transfer their house at Tellicherry to the Company. 
Letters from the Presidency of Surat to the Court, 10th 16th and 2ffth April and 1st 
May, and to the Secret Committee, 56th September 1684, Captain Keigwin’s letter 
to the King, 15th September 1684. Bruce, II. 53G -537. 
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Wlieu the President and Council of Surat were informed of this 
unexpected and dangerous revolt, they appointed three commis¬ 
sioners (Mr. Zinzan, Mr. Day, and Mr. Gosfright) to proceed with 
three of the Company’s ships to Bombay and endeavour by promises 
of pardon and redress of grievances to persuade the rcvolters to 
return to their duty to the Company. After fruitless conferences 
for a month, in which every expedient was tried on the part of 
the commissioners and refused on the part of Captain Keigwin 
and his adherents, they were satisfied that persuasions and threats 
were equally unavailing. On the hist January 1684 President 
Child arrived off Bombay with three more of the Company’s ships, 
the three which came with the commissioners having been at 
different times in this month despatched to England with the 
Company’s investments. The commissioners remained on board a 
country vessel, while President Child held conferences with Captain 
Keigwin and repeated promises of pardon and redress of grievances. 
This offer also was unavailing, for the animosity of Captain 
Keigwin and his adherents was directed against the President and 
his brother Sir Josiah Child, to whose influence they ascribed not 
only the sufferings which bad driven them to the measures which 
they had taken but all the evils of which they and the greater part 
of the inhabitants of the island complained. 

After consultations which continued till the month of March 
1684 and after duly reflecting that he had no military force 
which could reduce the island to obedience, and that the crews of 
the ships so far favoured the revoltcrs that they would not act 
offensively against them, it was determined to despatch to England 
the three Company’s ships with their cargoes estimated at above one 
million of rupees, and to station two confidential persons at the 
island of Kenery and two at the Portuguese settlement at Vesava, 
and by permission of the Sidi and of the Portuguese Governor to 
employ boats, whenever ships might appear in the offing, to direct the 
Captains not to go into Bombay harbour but to proceed directly to 
Swally. Under these circumstances the President and his Council 
returned to Surat, leaving the island of Bombay in the possession of 
the rcvolters. 1 

Besides the want of force, military or naval, another not less strong 
motive rendered necessary this conduct on the part of the President 
and his Council. The interlopers had for years been increasing. 
During the present season they had been more numerous than in 
any former year. Strong apprehensions wore therefore entertained, 
either that the revelters had been instigated by the agents of the 
interlopers, or that, could force have been employed, a connection 
between Captain Keigwin and these, adventurers would be formed 


’Bruce’s Annals, II. 515 - 51G. It appears that the President with his Council had 
returned to Surat on the 7th March 1084 and employed every expedient to induce 
-the rcvolters at Bombay to return to their duty, and had been so fortunate as to 
retake the Company’s ship Return sent by the rcvolters to Mr. Petit, the chief of the 
interlopers at Surat—a proof that the opinion which the Presidency had formed re¬ 
specting the connection between the interlopers and the rcvolters was well founded. 
Bruce’s Annals, II. 536, 
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(for they had frequently reported that a new East India Company 
had been instituted in England in whose employ they were), and 
that the interlopers would assist the insurgents and get possession 
of tho island. 1 

As soon as advices of the revolt at Bombay arrived and informa¬ 
tion was received that Captain Keigwin had addressed letters to the 
King and to the Duke of Y ork, attempting to explain away a 
public crime by the necessity of preserving the island in its allegiance 
to the King and to save it from becoming a conquest to Shivdji 
or the Moghal, the Court appointed a Committee of Secrecy with 
powers to make application to His Majesty and to concert such 
measures as might be advisable for the recovery of tho place. 2 

In a letter to Surat of the 3rd October 1684 the Court observe: 
We arc very sorry for tho ill news of Bombay. For inducement 
thereof, we have by His Majesty’s command appointed a Secret 
Committee consisting of the Governor, Deputy Governor Sir Benja¬ 
min Bathurst, Sir Jeremy Sumbrook, and Mr. Joseph Herne,'whose 
orders touching that affair you are to pursue as effectually as if 
they came from ourselves as you will perceive by an order of 
Court of 6th August 1684. 3 

The Secret Committee .stated in a report to the King, dated the 
loth August 1681, that from the period when their charter and 
privileges had been renewed, their officers and soldiers had enjoyed 
encouragements superior to those which the Dutch granted to their 
troops; that the pay and allowances of an English .soldier were 
greater than those of an inferior Dutch officer; that their President 
and Governor, so far from cruel and oppressive conduct towards the 
garrison, had on all occasions manifested every indulgence com¬ 
patible with the duty of rendering tho revenues equal to tlie 
charges of the establishment; that since the island had been trans¬ 
ferred to the Company, they had expended the large sum of 
£300,000 on fortifications and improvements, had constructed an 
excellent harbour to become the resort of the English trade,, and 
in tho preceding season 3083-84 had embarked 70 soldiers to 
St. Helena and two complete companies to Fort St. George; 
that they had authorized tho President to eugago five companies 
of native troops to servo at Bombay ; and that the source of the 
rebellion could be traced to Mr. Petit and Mr. Bourcher, two of 
the Company’s civil servants who had been dismissed for encourag¬ 
ing the interlopers, of whom they now had become the leaders and 
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•Letters, papers, commissions, and instructions from the Presidency of Surat 
relative to the island of Bombay; lleport of Commissioners, 30th November, 
20th anrl 30th December 1083, and 1st, 5th, 6th, 7th, 10th, Hthand30th .January 1684. 
Account of the revolt at Bombay, January February and March 1084. Address from 
the revolters, and Captain Kcigwin’s letters to His Majesty and to His Royal 
Hi oil n ess the Duke of York, 28th January and 23rd February 1084. Correspondence 
between President Child and the revolters in the mouth of February 16S4 (Indian 
Koyiater Oilier.), Bruce's Annals, IT . 1)12-017. 

; Bruce's Annals, II. 523- 524, 

■■’Court to the Surat President and Council, 3rd October 1081, Public Depart¬ 
ment, Court’s Letters Vol, 1 of 1681 -1685, 91, 
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had made application to the Moghal to obtain privileges for a 
Factory at Surat similar to that of the Company; that these 
proceedings tended to seduce the Company's garrison, who had 
become instruments in the interloping projects as appeared in the 
reasons assigned by the revolters for their conduct; and thus the 
evil (in their own language) “ had outrun the remedy ”; for they 
had revived the question (contrary to the prerogative of His 
Majesty) whether a grant from the Crown, without the authority 
of the Legislature, could give exclusive privileges to the East India 
Company ? And that the revolt had been also encouraged by 
the Company's not having power (as appeared in the former cases 
of Sir Edward Winter at Fort St. George, and at Bombay and 
St. Helena) to seize and bring to trial their servants for dis¬ 
obedience and insubordination. The Secret Committee therefore 
prayed His Majesty that the rights and powers of the Company might 
be clearly defined ; that a commission might be issued under the 
Great Seal for restoring the island of Bombay to them; and a 
pardon offered to the revolters, with the exception of the four 
principals—Captain Keigwin, Ensign Thornburn (who had been the 
chief ring-leader), Captain Adderton, and Lieutenant Fletcher; 
and that His Majesty would issue a proclamation ordering all inter¬ 
lopers to leave India under severe penalties. 1 

So far as regarded the reduction of the island of Bombay to the 
Company’s obedience, this request was immediately granted. 
An order issued under the Sign Manual to Captain Keigwin 
and his associates to deliver up the island to the Presidency of 
Surat or to such persons as the Company might appoint to receive it. 
A commission under the Great Seal, dated the 25th August 1681, was 
also directed to President Child, to the members of the Councils at 
Surat and Bombay, and to the commanders of the Company’s 
ships, empowering them to receive the island from Keigwin and 
his associates, and to offer a general pardon to all (except the 
four ringleaders) who should within twenty-four hours after notice 
return to their duty. 

Tinder these commissions President Child was appointed Cap¬ 
tain General and Admiral of the Company’s sea and land forces ; 
Sir Thomas Grantham Vice-Admiral; and the senior commander 
of the Company’s ships Rear Admiral; with orders to assemble 
the fleet and such forces as they could muster at Surat (the men 
having been instructed in the use of small arms during the voyage), 
and to proceed to Bombay where they were to intimate the King’s 
commands to Keigwin and require him to surrender the island. In 
the event of Keigwin’s refusal, he and all who might adhere to him 
were to be proclaimed rebels and traitors; a Council of War was 
then to be assembled to concert measures for acting offensively,, 
and to offer rewards for apprehending the principal mutineers, 
that is Rs. 4000 for seizing Captain Keigwin, Rs. 4000 for Ensign 
Thornburn, Rs. 2000 for Captain Adderton, and Rs. 2000 for 


1 Report from the Secret Committee of the East India Company to King Charles 
1J.„ 15th August 1684, in Brucu’s Annals, IL. 523-SiJ5. 
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Lieutenant Fletcher and Rs. 8000 to be distributed, according to 
rank, to such persons as might signalize themselves in the service, 
with assurances to those who might be wounded, of a suitable 
provision by the Company, or, in the event of their being killed, 
of an allowance to their families. 

The Court by a subsequent application to the King obtained 
an order for Captain Tyrrel with His Majesty's ship Phoenix to 
accompany the fleet and to command under the President in the 
reduction of the revolters. If Captain Keigwin should refuse to 
deliver up the island to President Child, or to any of the Company’s 
officers, Captain Tyrrel, who commanded the King’s ship, was 
authorized to accept the surrender and re-deliver the island to the 
Company. This service being performed, be was to continue in 
India with the Phoenix at the Company’s expense for one season, 
and to be employed under the directions of the President and 
Council in capturing the vessels of interlopers, receiving half of the 
Company’s moiety of such seizures for his encouragement in the 
service. 

The instructions given by the Secret Committee to the Presi¬ 
dent and Council of Surat wore in substance to try every expedient 
to induce the revolters to surrender, and to employ force only 
on their obstinately refusing to deliver up the place, still however 
keeping to His Majesty’s orders of excepting the principal 
routineers. In the event of a general pardon having been grant¬ 
ed before the arrival of those orders, the four ringleaders were 
to be strictly watched, and, in case of any farther attempts by 
them, they were to be brought to trial for their first act of rebellion, 
and if found guilty, to be executed, that an example might be made 
to prevent future revolts. In the event of their resisting till the 
orders arrived they were to be tried as rebels and traitors. 

For the better preservation of the island in obedience to the 
King and to the Company, the seat of the Company’s government 
was to be removed from Surat to Bombay where the President and 
Council were to reside, and a force of three English companies to 
be maintained with such number of native troops and militia as 
the President might deem it expedient to employ. 1 

On the 3rd October 1684 the Court of Directors wrote to the 
President in Surat: Though we have teen in a hurry of trouble 
and confusion and forced to please every body during the competi¬ 
tion of the interlopers and the rebellion of Bombay, yet we hope the 
arrival of this and our following ships will put our General and 
Council into such spirit and our affairs into such a flourishing 
condition that good discipline may be restored again as well in our 


1 Order under the Sign Manual to Captain Keigwin to deliver the inland of Bombay 
to the Company, 23rd August 1684 ; Commission from the King to the President and 
Council of Surat and Bombay for taking possession of the island of Bombay, 25th 
August 1684 ; instructions from the Secret Committee of the East India Company 
to the Commissioners, 25th August 1684 ; letter from the Secret Committee to the 
Presidency of Surat, 26th September 1684; Commission to Captain Tyrrel of His 
Majesty’s ship Phoenix, 23rd October 1684. Bruce’s Annals, II. 520 - 528. 
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factories as in our garrisons, that our General and Council may 
countenance and prefer such as in adversity stood faithful true and. 
zealous to our interest, and imiy discountenance and debase all those 
they found false cold or as we usually say hollow-hearted towards 
our interest. We persuade ourselves that you will find upon this 
ship’s arrival in all our commanders officers and seamen a more 
hearty vigorous and active spirit-for the ruining of all interlopers 
and their adherents than you have formerly discovered in them, it 
being manifest now to all unbiased men that it is not tins Company 
only that such ill-minded men wound but the honour aiul interest 
of their King and country. If Bombay be again in our possession, 
we would have you pursue all those methods for its improvement 
and security that we advised you in our last year’s and in the 
former years’ letters, by such steps and graduations as you shall 
find most advisable for our service. To this purpose let extracts 
of all those letters of what relates to Bombay be written out that 
our General may take them with him thither and road them in 
our Council of Bombay, that all our Council there may take notice 
of them, and by bearing the purport of them in their minds, may 
be always thinking of the. most proper means conducing to those 
ends. 1 

In all their reports on tlio revolt the President and Council at 
Surat ascribed it to the instigation of the interlopers and to the rest¬ 
less disposition of the soldiery. After Sir Thomas Gran! ham’s arri¬ 
val at Surat, the 16th October 1684, 2 the first subject of deliberation 
between Mr. Child the Surat President and his Council, Dr. St. John 1 ’ 


'Court tot lie President anil Council at Snvat, 3rd October IGS4, Public Depart¬ 
ment. Letters from the Court, Vol. I of KiSl - ItiSo, 07. 

- Before they wore aware of the revolt, the Company had fitted out a largo ship, 
the Charles the Second, carrying between ISO aud 70 guns, under tho command of Sir 
Thomas (I ninth urn, who was also invested with a King’s Commission, and to have a 
vote in the Council at Surat, while at the port. The object of this equipment was 
to recover if possible the English Factory at Bantam ; or if that should be found 
impracticable, to proceed to the Gulf of Persia, and there, by the appearance of 
force, to endeavour to re-establish the Company's rights at Gombroon. Bruce's 
Annals, II, 039 - 540. 

3 Dr, St. John arrived at .Surat as Judge Advocate under the Commission from 
TIis Majesty on the 15tli September 1684, ilia Corn mission was published aud the 
Court erected in the King’s name at Surat on the 17th September lii8t. To 
give it greater authority to overawe the rovolters at Bum hay, they were informed 
that their ease would eomo under the cognizance of a King’s Judge, and be tried 
in a more summary manner (whatever might be the result of the revolt) than if 
their conduct should become matter of judicial investigation and decision in England. 
Ou this occasion Dr. St. John drew up) a very able report, which he addressed to 
tho King am! Council on the general state of tho Company's affairs and the parti¬ 
cular causes of the revolt at Bombay. On the first of these subjects he represented 
that the aggressions of (he Portuguese and Dutch had been so great and so long 
continued, that it, was impossible the English trade could continue in India for 
three years, unless Ilis Majesty should adopt effectual measures for restraining their 
proceedings, and protecting his rights, and those of his subjects, in the East Indies. 
On tlie second, that is on the revolt at Bombay, afLer an attentive examination of the 
conduct of President Child who during the twenty-five years he hud been in India, had 
maintained a steady loyalty to his ting and country, and an uninterrupted probity 
and activity in his administration of the Company's affairs, Dr. St, John slated that tho 
rebellion of Bombay had arisen from the depredations and crimes of the interlopers, 
with whom Captain Keigwin was intimately connected, whom lie termed the “ Oliver. 
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and Sir Thomas Grantham, was whether they should employ 
force or persuasion to induce the, commander of the interloping ship 
Bristol to deliver up that vessel and cargo to Sir Thomas Grantham. 
As the,commander refused, Sir Thomas did not think himself autho¬ 
rized either Ly his commission or his instructions from the Com¬ 
pany to employ force. Disappointed in this expedient, it was next 
resolved that IS ir Thomas Grantham should proceed to Bombay where 
ho arrived on the 10th November 1GS-1. With promptitude and spirit 
lie landed without any attendants and demanded a conference with 
Captain Keigwin, the result of which was that Keigwin agreed to 
deliver up the fort to him as a King’s officer on the 12th November, 
on condition of a free pardon to himself and to his adherents. Home 
difficulties arose on the following day with the garrison, one of the 
soldiers of which, had he not been prevented by Lieutenant Fletcher 
one of the ringleaders in the mutiny, would have shot 8ir Thomas 
Grantham. For a few days therefore the revoltevs wore again pos¬ 
sessed of the island. In this interval Hr. Zinzan, who had been ap¬ 
pointed by the President to be Deputy Governor of the island, arrived 
with Mr. I'higlish and Dr. St. John as Commissioners from Surat, and 
the island was formally surrendered on the 19th November 1684 by 
Captain Keigwin to Sir Thomas Grantham as bearing a King's 
commission, and by him immediately transferred in tho King’s 
name to Dr. St. John as the King’s Judge by whom it was delivered 
to Mr. Zinzan as the Company’s Governor till the arrival of the 
President. 

The money which Keigwin had taken out of the ship Return 
was delivered to Sir Thomas Grantham, without having been 
embezzled; but the revenues of the island had been expended, the 
amount of which was to become the subject of a subsequent inves¬ 
tigation. The new Deputy Governor, Mr. Zinzan, by advice of 
Dr. St. John ratified the general pardon which had boon promised 
hy Sir Thomas Grantham, and Captain Keigwin went on board the 
Charles the Second under his protection, with the intention of 
proceeding to Ln gland where he arrived in July 16S5. 1 Sir 


anil Protector of the Inland of Horn bay ” and who though lift used the King's name 
and authority in his pi oceedings, had, ou a full examination of nil the facts, born 
influenced solely by predatory and rebellious motives. Dr. ,"t John therefore gave it 
as his advice to the King and CouneiL to appoint President Child to ho the King's 
Lord Admiral in India, with full powers to seize and bring to justice the interlopers 
of every description. He concluded with repeating that unless the Portuguese and 
the Dutch should be prevented from carrying into execution their fixed project of 
expelling the Knglisli from their trade and lactones, and unless the interlopers in 
Knyltimi as well as in India should be suppressed, the trade between Kugland and 
the Hast Indies could not continue for three years. Li cue ml hotter fiom the Presi¬ 
dency of Surat to the Court, L’tith September I 034. Letters from Dr. St. John, 
Judge at Surat, to Ilia Majesty and tile Privy Council, dated Surat, -0th September 
1(181 ; and Ins Official Report on tho Revolt at Uouibuy, dated Snr.it, 23rd September 
1681. Bast India Papers in the State Paper Oilieo Kos. 27;!, Ilvuce, II. o.'iS, K>9. 

1 L)n this Sir ThoinM.s Grantham’s ship Charles the Second was sent at tho same 
time a very large cargo of popper estimated at Its. 4,;J.j,700 that the freight might 
reward an officer whose loyalty and fidelity to the Company, the Presidency ami 
Dr. St. John in their letters to the King and to the Duke of York acknowledged 
in i lie strongest and most honourable terms. During these transactions (March to 
Xovcmbef 1081), the President, Air. Child, remained at Swat occupied in providing 
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Thomas Grantham was knighted for his services in suppressing this 
mutiny. 1 

As a recompense to those officers who had remained faithful to the 
Company, it was deemed expedient to form the two companies of 
infantry at Bombay into three, and to give commissions to officers 
on whose fidelity the Deputy Governor could depend. 2 

On the 7t.h January 1(>S5 the Court of Directors wrote to Surat: 
Let Mr. Watson, that scandalous Chaplain at Bombay, have no 
salary from us from the time of his rebellion, nor any other officers 
there as near as you can, without incurring a new hazard until you 
are firmly settled in your government; and let Mr. Watson know 
he is no more our servant; banish him the island and let him 
take; care to pay for his own passage home, and provide yourselves 
of another chaplain for Bombay out of some of our ships if you 
can meet with any so much to your satisfaction as you have at 
Surat in the room of Badham deceased. s 

At this time (l<>8f>) Bombay was represented in point of allegi¬ 
ance to be of a rather doubtful description from so many officers 
remaining on tire establishment who had been concerned in the 
revolt, and who, from their having received pardon, were again 
becoming insolent, and creating apprehensions in the Presidency of 
Surat of a new mutiny. Under such circumstances the President 
could only temporize till fresh instructions and additional force 
should arrive to enable him to bring the whole under his obedience 
or under a defined and regular subordination. 4 

In connection with the disputed levy of tolls and their other 
disagreements with the Portuguese the Court’s despatch of the 7th 
April 1081 contained the following instructions: We send you with 
this a book of the whole transactions that have formerly passed 
concerning the injury of the Portuguese at Bombay' - , the result 
whereof (as you will see) is that the Company are required 
by llis Majesty to forbear and refi7.se the payments demanded at 
Than a and Ksiranja, and even to resist the same in the host manner 
they can, which if you have hitherto forbore by reason of the 


the investment Tor the Company’s shipping and for Sir Thomas Grantham’s ship and 
inaking every possible effort to despatch them with full cargoes. This he Accom¬ 
plished with much difficulty, the Dutch having harassed the trade at Kirwiir and 
along the Malabar (least, ami the Portuguese during the whole of the revolt having 
conducted themselves in an unfriendly manner. Bruce’s Annals, II. 310 - 312. 

' Sir George Binlwood’s Ileport On the old Uncords of the India Oifiee (1891), 23. 

" Letters and papers from the i’residency of burnt to the Company relative to 
Bombay ; Sir Thomas Grantham’s letters on the same subject, 23rd and 30th 
October, 3rd 12th and 2'Jth November, Stb and Uth December l(>81, (1th and 13th 
January 1084-83. Original letters from Sii- Thomas Grantham to His Majesty, notify¬ 
ing his arrival in England, with Captain Keigwin. as prisoner, 21th July IlhSfi. 
East India Barters in the State Paper Office, Part II. No. 20. Brace, II. 340 - 342. 

3 Court to the General and Council at Surat., 7th January 1083, Public Dept. 
Court’s L. Vol. 1 of 1081 - 1083, PHI. 

' Letters from the President and Council of Surat to the Court, 31st January, 
10th and 23rd February 108185, Letter from the Deputy Governor of Bombay to 
the Court, nth February 1084-83. Letters from Dr. St. John to llis Majesty and 
to the Duke of York iu fiivour of Sir Thomas Grantham, dated Bombay 27th 
January and Cth February 1084-85 (Eust India Papers in the State Paper Office, 
Nos. 274, 275). Bruce, II, 012 - 513. 
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weakness of your garrison, we having now strengthened you, do 
hereby require you to put His Majesty’s said order into full execution. 
And if you find there be occasion for it, you may keep Sir Thomas 
Grantham’s ship at Bombay for your assistance until this contro¬ 
versy about the customs of Thana and Karanja be amicably com¬ 
posed between the Viceroy of Goa and yourselves. But you must 
by no means consent to pay any more customs at either of those 
places, although you may (if the Vice-King of Goa approve there¬ 
of) agree to a suspension of the customs and of all acts of violence 
on both sides, until this matter be determined in England by His 
Majesty and the Portugal ambassador. If the Portuguese should 
upon your refusal take any of your small vessels, wo can give you 
no better direction in such a case than to follow the letter of His 
Majesty's Royal Charter to us, the clauses whereof in relation to 
such occasions as these arc truly recited in Sir Thomas Grantham’s 
Commission under the Company’s seal. 1 * 3 * * 

In August 16S6, with reference to Portuguese claims to lands in 
Bombay, the Deputy Governor Mr. Wyborne wrote to Surat: 
As to the Padres of Bdndra and others that belong to the Portu¬ 
gal nation, notice is given to the Chief Justice who will take care 
that no such estates be anyways alienated. But this will bo of ill 
consequence. For if the inhabitants of this island be hindered from 
attaching one another’s estates, they will never pay their debts 
and one will starve the other. "We therefore pray your further 
directions as to the inhabitants of the island, who are most under 
the nomination as Portuguese. As to the damages sustained by 
the Portuguese in our time we shall take care to give your 
Excellency account, but as for the time past all that we can find 
are in the several books which are at Surat. If after a further 
examination we find anything material we shall advise you thereof.® 

In August 1086 in consequence of instructions from Surat the 
ship Hunter with an eight-oared pinnace was sent to ride before 
the fort of M&him. 8 This brought the Captain of Basseiti with 
three companies of foot to Bandra to whom on the 15th Sept¬ 
ember the Deputy Governor of Bombay addressed the following 
letter: Understanding that you are come to Bhrulra with some 
forces, I have thought fib to visit you with this letter to acquaint 
you that I do not intend anyways to molest or trouble your country 
or government. The cause of the frigate’s coming and lying at 
Mahim is only to force vessels to pay their ancient dues and 
customary customs at MAhim which is my Lord and Master the 
King of Great Britain’s just due and right, and I design no other 
ways or matter by what I have done. Sir, as I have given you 
an account of what I design by sending the frigate to lie at Mhhim, 
so I desire you to let me know your design in coming down to 


1 Court to Surat, 7th April 16S4, Pub. Dep. Court’s L, Vol. 1 of 1681 - 1685, 84, 

1 Bombay Deputy Governor Mr. Wyborne and Council to the Surat General amt 
Council, 13th August 1G86, Sec. Out. Letter Book 4 of 1677 - 1687, 6 - 7. Forrest’s 
Home Series, I. 144. 

3 Bombay to Surat, 13th August and 18th September, Sec. Out. L. Book 4 of 1677- 

1687 , 6, 20. 
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Bdndra with your forces. Pray let me have your speedy answer. 

I am resolved whafc in me lies to maintain a good and linn friend¬ 
ship and correspondence between the Crown of England and Portu¬ 
gal, hut I will not part with anything that is rny Master's due. 1 
Three days later (18th September) the Deputy Governor reported : 
The Governor of Bassein and Ins officers are all gone again. 
We do not hear of any preparations that they arc making, but 
we keep a good guard at Maliim and shall endeavour to make that 
port secure. At present it is very weak, 2 

Early in 1837 the appearance of a Danish fleet off the ThfLna 
coast caused anxiety in Bombay. On the 18th January Bombay 
wrote to the Directors: Since onr last to your Honours the King 
of Denmark has made war with the Moors all over India, and has 
already taken sunk and plundered four eminent ships of the 
merchants belonging to Surat. Two they burned and one they have 
kept to their own use. The fourth they have sent in here (Bombay) 
with their goods, and detained their merchants and commanders on 
hostage for near its. 7000 on board the Admiral. We hear the Danes 
will not stir hence until they have restitution for the wrongs done 
them at or about tlieir factory of Tranquebar. This noise has put 
the Mughal's fleet into a tattered and distracted confusion. 3 On the 
24th March the Bombay Council wrote to the Commander of the 
Danish ships: Wo desire you as you are our friends by reason of 
the near alliance of the two crowns of England and Denmark that 
you would not cruize too near our island, it being a grout hindrance 
to our trade, our merchants being fearful of going to sea whilst you 
lie so near. 4 

The success of the Sidi in capturing several Mardtha or Shivaji 
forts in 1688, by disturbing the balance of power, caused 
considerable uneasiness in Bombay. On the 6th October the 
Bombay Council wrote to Surat: Tlui Sidi having taken some 
forts from Sambhaji Raja and in one of them a very great gun, 
the Sidi’s officers residing here have been with our Deputy 
Governor to borrow four hawsers and two capstans and two 
large blocks to got the said gun transported to some other 
place. As yet the Deputy Governor lias put him off saying he 
has no gear. But the Moors are very pressing on him to command 
the gear from the Modi and from the ships. This he will avoid to 
do till he hears from you. If your Excellency pleases that it shall 
he done, pray advise us that we govern ourselves accordingly. 5 

A few days later the Bombay Council resumed : We send this 
to acquaint you that we are credibly informed that the Sidi after 


1 Bombay Deputy Governor Mr, Wyborne to the Portuguese Captain General of 
the North, 15th September 1686, Sec. Uut, L. Book 4 of 1677 - 16B7, 17- Forrest's 
Home Series, I. 140. 

3 Bombay to Surat, 18th Sept, 1686, Sen. Out, L. Book 4 of 1677 - 1687, 20. 

3 Bombay to Directors, 18th January 1687, See. Out, L. B. 4 of 1677 - 1687, 51 - 52. 

4 Dep. Gov. Mr. J. Wyborne and Council to Commander Danish ships, 24th 
March 1687, See. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 - 1687, 69. 

8 The Deputy Governor and Council at Bombay to TTis Excellency and Council at 
Surat, 6th Oct. 1686, See. Out. L. B, 4 of 1677 - 1087, 27. 
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having had such success at Danda Rajpuri and other places, is 
resolved to attack Cundry (Kenery). If he do, it will infallibly 
be resigned to him by treachery, and may prove of ill conse¬ 
quence to this island. This we think fit to advise your Excellency, 
praying your directions about it, whether or no you think it 
fit to send a man to the Raja to propose to him to give the said 
Cundry into our hands till he becomes master of his country and 
then to return it to him again; or any other proposal that you 
shall think fit which must be done speedily, or not at all, for cer¬ 
tainly the Sidi will have it. Pen is certainly in danger of being 
lost, 1 As to the Sidi’s people we shall do as directed. 2 

In spite of the wars the trade in firearms seems to have been dull. 
On the 13th November (1086) Bombay writes to Surat : The 
iron guns lie at present on hand, not having disposed of many 
occasioned by the great noise of the Sidi’s victory over Shivtfji 
which puts a stop to the merchants' traffic at present. 3 

A few months later Bombay writes to Surat: Several of the 
Sidi’s boats are come from Undry (Underi) and say they are bound 
for Surat with an account to the Moghal governor that Sidi Kfisiin 
will not leave Danda Rajpuri and Underi, saying that he has 
enough to do with Sambhaji’s men who are numerous in those 
parts. We give little credit to that pretence, but keep double 
guards all round the island and do not fear any thing that these 
people can do to us, 4 * 

About a month later (21st February) they continue: Sidi Kdsim 
is come from Danda Rajpuri to Undry (Underi). We are in¬ 
formed he has besieged a small fort called Cullanee at the mouth 
of Niigaii river (the fort of Koltiba off Alibag) and it is thought 
ho will be master of it. If so, he will cut off all commerce from 
Cundry, which island will fall into his hands for want of provi¬ 
sion. What the event of it may be God only knows. 6 

Four days later they write: This comes to acquaint your Ex¬ 
cellency that yesterday we were certainly advised that Sidi K&sim 
who had besieged Cullanee, had raised his siege and was gone for 
Rdjapur in search of Sultan Egbert (Akbar), the Moghal’s son, so 
that we hope he will not disturb our neighbours any more this 
year. 0 

Shortly after a welcome message was forwarded to Surat: Last 
night came a messenger from Sidi KAsiui who brings news that 
the said Sidi had landed at Jettlpur (Jayatdpuij by RajApur and that 
Sambhaji’s party met him and killed 400 of his people and the Sidi 
himself had received four wounds and escaped very narrowly of being 
killed or taken. He lost four of his gali vats. This we thought fit to 


1 Bombay to Surat, 18th October 1686, Sec. Out. L. 13. 4 of 1677 - 1687, SO. 
Forrest’s Home Series, I. 147. 

2 Bombay to Surat, 31st Oct. 1686, Sec. Out. L. 13. 4 of 1677 - 16S7, 31. 

3 Bombay to Surat 13th Nov. 1686, Sec. Out. L, B. 4 of 1677 - 1687, 32, 33. 

t Bombay to Surat, 17th January 1687, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1077 - 1687, 50. 

e Bombay to Surat, 21st Feb. 1687, See. Out. L, B. 4 of 1677 -16S7, 65. 

8 Bombay to Surat, 25th Feb. 16S7, See. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 ■ 1687, 66. 
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acquaint your Excellency. The Sidi is said to have gone to Danda 
Rajpuri, but of this we are not sure. 1 

On the 6th October 10S6 Bombay wrote to Surat: Last night 
Captain Oglethorpe arrived here from Maskat, who lets us know 
that two pirates in the Gulf of Mokha have done great 
mischief being manned with all nations. One of them wears 
English Colours and the other Dutch Colours, and each has a 
sloop to attend him. 2 On the 2nd December, in consequence of the 
presence of pirates on the Thdna coast, the Bombay Government 
issued the following order to Captain Rathband: Recently on 
the receipt of advice that certain Sanganian pirates, lying and 
cruizing between this and Surat, had taken vessels bound to 
this port to the great loss of the inhabitants here, several 
Moors have been with us to desire the ship Hunter to 
convoy their vessels so far as Daman, or as we shall think fit. We 
therefore enorder you immediately after receipt hereof to weigh 
anchor and make the best of your way to Mfibim river’s mouth, 
where, when you arrive, fire a gun. Such vessels as come to you 
in order to their lying to Surat, you are to convoy so high as 
Daman, taking a list of what vessels go under your conduct and 
bring to us. We would not have you go any higher than Daman 
unless you hear of any pirates between that and Surat river’s 
mouth which we must leave to your discretion strictly requiring 
you to make the beat of your way back to us. 3 This action was 
approved by the Council at Surat. 1 A letter from Bombay to Surat 
dated 2<jth January 1687 shows that even this precaution was not 
sufficient. The Bombay Council write : We send this to acquaint 
your Excellency that yesterday morning we were advised by some 
Moormen tliat were taken by three Arab slops that cruize off St. 
John’s and between that and Bassein, pretending as we are told, to 
look for the Danes' men-of-war. These Arabs bad taken out of a 
fleet or k'dfla that were under Captain RathbamPs convoy, six 
grabs aud four s/ruWrs, some of which did really belong to Bombay 
and most of the rest bad passes from this island. But having 
Portuguese parses as well as ours the Arabs would not believe that 
they did belong to Bombay saying if they could be well assured 
they did belong to our nation, they would not meddle with them. 
The Hunter and Tloy as we arc informed, were fair by them, but 
never spoke with them, The Arabs giving some of the men their 
liberty who came to us and advised us what had happened, we sent 
out the Right Honourable Company’s machva to cruize after those 
ships with letters from our Deputy Governor and from the Arab 
that is with us, and two of his men, and hope they may get the 
vessels and goods clear. This has made Volup Venny (Valnhh 
Veni) the rendeir (or farmer') of the customs very uneasy finding 
that no vessels can pass unplundored by one sort of nation or 
other. We do humbly pray yonr Excellency's directions what to 


1 Bombay fco Surat, 8th March 1687, Sec. Out, L. B. 4 of 1677-1087, 71. 

* Bombay to Surat, See. Out, L. B. 4 of 1677 ■ 1687, 27. 

3 Bombay Order to Capt. liallibaud, and Beer. 1686, Koc. Out, L. B. 4 of 1077 -1687, 
72, 73. 1 Bombay to Surat, lat Jan- 1087, She. Out. L. B. 4 of 1G77- 1087, 44. 
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do in this ease. Tlie customs of this island will be infallibly 
ruined if those ships cruize long on this coast. 1 

Oil the 5th February the Bombay Council continue : This con¬ 
veys the complaints of several Bania and Moor inhabitants and 
merchants of this island that have sustained great losses by three 
Arab ships belonging to Cong (apparently Oongoon on the 
Persian coast of the Persian Gulf: Low’s Indian Navy, I. 335 
note J) taking two shibars and a grab laden from this port. 
They bring with them several attestations of the value of their cargo 
with complaints to the governor of Surat and do expect some 
satisfaction, hearing there is in Surat river an Arab ship and consi¬ 
dering they are our subjects and bring by their trade customs to the 
island. They rely on your Excellency to stand their friend. This 
we thought safe to advise your Excellency of. 2 

The Bombay correspondence contains the following references 
to the great plague which wasted Western India between 1686 and 
169G. Towards the end of J.686 the Bombay Council write: We 
have abundance of men sick and many of them die. Wc are 
finishing the account of His Majesty’s ship Phoenix but by reason 
of some of her men lying sick in the hospital, and we know not 
how God will deal with them, cannot close the account to send up, 
which, as soon as we can, shall be done. 3 

On the 29th December 1(58(1 the Council wrote: Enclosed is a 
list of the English deceased since our last to this instant with 
those that are living. The mortality this year has boon so exceed¬ 
ingly violent we shall much want recruits by all opportunities. 
The chiefest reason that can bo given is the absolute want of 
good Europe medicines that should have been yearly sent out 
fresh. Here have been none from your Honours since 1682-83, which 
puts us to use tire country physic and serves only to augment the 
charge of the garrison and does men more harm than good. For a 
supply of what is necessary we now send a list or invoice here 
enclosed under the hand of the Chief Surgeon and an account of 
what is wanting and necessary to the relief yearly of the stores and 
marine. 

This letter closes with a suggestion which is perhaps the origin 
of what is now one of the chief branches of the import trade of 
Bombay. Many of your Honours'’ ships take in store of ballast in 
their outward hound voyage. Now in lieu of ballast if you please 
to send out about 10 or 20 chaldron of sea coals for the use of the 
smith’s forge, it may in a year’s time save a great part of what 
is expended in charcoal which burns away like dirt, and docs little 
service for any great work that must be made for the garrison’s use. 4 
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1 Bombay to Surat. 26th January 1CS7, See. Out. B. B, 1 of 1G77 -1687, 55, 56. For- 
rcst’e Homo Sor.es I. 154. 

2 Bombay to Surat, Stli February 1087, Sop. Out. L. Li. 4 of 1677 -1687, 54. Forrest’s 
Home Series, I. 165. 

3 Bombay to Surat, 18th October 16RG, Sec. Out. L. T>, I of 1677-1687, 29, 30, 
Forrest’s Home Series, I. H7, 

4 Bombay to the Court, 26th December 1680, See. Out. L, B, 4 uf 1677-1687, 41. 
Forrest’s Home Series, I. 148, 
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One or two references may be added to two domestic matters, 
the order not allowing women to go on voyages and the order 
against gambling. Regarding the order about women Bombay 
wrote to Surat on the 14th December 1686 : We will show the women 
that came clown to us all the civility wo can. Wild Goose and his 
wife, the Deputy Governor has thought of putting to look after tho 
hospital iu tho room of a topass that now is in it, which may be a 
comfortable livelihood for them and cost our Right Honourable 
Masters only a soldier’s pay. For tho future we shall not permit 
any woman to go on voyages. 1 

On the 2nd December 1686 the Deputy Governor and Council at 
Bombay noto that they have set out au order prohibiting any officer 
or soldier from playing for above 5 Xs. on severe penalty. This, they 
add, angers some people, but gaming ruins more. 3 

On the 25th April 16,87 they continue : Yesterday we despatched a 
patawar 3 to acquaint your Excellency of tho arrival of the ship 
Emerald which came into this port tho 23rd instant at night. The 
Commandor and chief mate brought out their wives with them hut 
perusing your Excellency’s of the 8th Decomber 1086, find your 
positive order to let none of our countrywomen voyage to and fro 
in ships, in obedience to which wo have kept them hero on tho 
island. 4 

In 1086 delay in the arrival of the Eui’ope ships caused uneasiness. 
On the 29th December the Bombay Council wrote to Surat: This 
comes by express to acquaint yon of tho arrival of ship Charles tho 
Second, Captain Jonathan Andrews, who came to an anchor off 
Ilenery-Kenery this inorniug and is just now come on shore. She 
sailed from Plymouth, which was her last port, the 18th May past and 
arrived Calicut tho 29th November, called at Karwilv and brought 
lip Mr. John Walsall. We are taking ashore tho soldiers that are 
aboard her and some gunpowder but shall not detain her an hour 
after that is out. Wo immediately dispeedod this patamar, 
knowing the news of tho ship’s arrival will bo a joy to your 
Excellency after so many mouths 1 expectation of an Europe ship. 
Tho Captain informs us that there were several ships bound to these 
parts that sailed before him. In his company was tho Modena and 
Ruby sloop, both which ho lost the day atter he sailed from 
St. Jago. God of his infinite mercy send them to arrive your 
Excellency safe. We now hope the greatest part of your Excellency’s 
troubles are over, and that we shall see the Right Honourable 
Company flourish in spite of all their enemies. 5 

In March 1687 the Bombay Council wrote to Surat : We havo 
received a letter from the Peshwa concerning (ho ambassador that 
was constantly employed between Sambhaji lhlja and us. Ho says 
that the old one is doad and that there is a now one made. He would 


1 Bombay to Surat, 14th December 1686, Noo, Out. L. B. 4 of 1677-1687, 37, 38. 

Bombay to Burnt, 2nd December 1686, See. Out. I,. B. 4 of 1677 - 1087, 37. 

3 The jiulamar ( pdthiiuir) was generally a Bi &hman. Compare Commentaries of 
Albuquerque, II. 78. 

i Bombay to Surat, 2otb April 1087, Sec. Out. L, B. 4 or 1077 -16S7, 70. 

6 Bombay to Surat, 2‘Jtli Deer. 1086, See. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 - 16S7, 30, 40. 
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have us send a boat for him to come and converse with us but that 
is only to got a pcshkash from us as being a new made officer. We 
1 nimbly pray your Excellency to give us your directions how to act 
in those cases that if for tbo future any ambassador or great 
messenger should bo scut to us by Sambbaji or great princes, how 
we shall treat them and what presents we may make them and how 
thoy and their retin no shall be maintained. Wo have put off sending 
for this man at present in expectation of your Excellency’s coming. 1 2 

Of the policy initiated by Sir Josiah Child and attempted to be put in 
practice in Surat and Bombay after the suppression of Koigvvin’s revolt, 
by which the rule of the sea was to be transferred from the Moghuls 
to the Company, no record has been traced. The attempt ended 
in failure. On the 27th of February 1690 Aurangzeb passed an 
order granting the English leave to trade. The terms of this order 
were humiliating. The English had to admit their fault, crave pardon, 
pay a heavy line, promise that they would go hack to their old position 
of simple traders, and dismiss Child ‘ the origin of all the evil.’ Before 
this pardon was granted (14th February 1689) the Sidi Hoot and army 
had invaded Bombay, gained possession of Mahim, Mazgaou, and Sion, 
and held the Governor and the garrison as if besieged in the town and 
castlo. The treaty with the English contained an order to the Sidi to 
withdraw from Bombay. But the English did not regain possession 
of Mazgaon, Mahim, and Sion til! (he 22nd of June 169U. 5 So weak 
were the defences of the island and so powerless was the garrison 
reduced by pestilence to thirty-live English, that, in Mr. Harris’ opinion, 
if it had not been for the jealousy of M ukhtyflV Khan the Moglial gene¬ 
ral, the Sidi might have conquered the island. 3 * 

In 1690-91 on the death of Sir Johu Child, Mr. Harris was 
proclaimed Governor of Bombay) and Mr. Cooke and shortly after 
him Mr. Weldon Deputy Governor. After recapitulating the 
intelligence of the evacuation of tin; stations occupied by the Sidi'a 
forces and fleet, the new Governor and Council wrote : The 
ruinous and neglected state of the fortifications had encouraged the 
Sidi to make the attack, and to disembark his troops without the 
Moghal’s orders. Had the fortifications been sufficiently strong 
to prevent bis landing, more favourable terms would have been 
obtained than were granted by the Phirmav. In tact such was 
the defenceless state of the island that the conquest of it was pre¬ 
vented more by the jealousy of Muklityar Khan of the influence 
which the reduction of it would have given to the Sidi than by the 
power of the garrison to defend it. To prevent tbo recurrence ol‘ 
similar dangers, the Governor pointed out the necessity of additional 
fortifications. He urged that a walled town should be built with 
ramparts to defend it, which would induce the monied merchants or 
traders to live under the protection of the English ; that by such 
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1 Bombay to Surat, 1st March 1687, See. Out. IB. 4 ol 1677 - U>S7, 08. 

2 Bombay Gazetteer, Thana. XIII. Bart IT. 480-4S1, Bruce’s Annals, II. 550- (M2. 

2 Bombay Gazetteer, Tii lna. XIII, Part II. -180-481. Bruce’s Annals, 111. 04. Tire 

Jesuits had been active in helping the Sidi. As a punishment their lands in Bombay 
were seized. Ditto, 05. The Bombay Secretariat papers seem to contain no refer¬ 

ence to these disasters. 



Chapter I. 

History. 

Bombay, 

1690-160-1. 


[Historical 

104 BOMBAY TOWN 

an influx of inhabitants the revenue would be increased ; that the 
merchants’ stores would become a security for their residence, and 
enable the Governor to carry his orders into effect; and, in general, 
would re-establish the Company’s power in the island, and confirm 
their government over the inhabitants. He next described the 
weak state of the garrison, which, from a pestilential disorder, was 
at this time reduced to 1)5 English soldiers. They had a sufficient 
number of topasses but their military services could not he 
depended on. They could be employed in raising the additional 
fortifications, but not trusted to defend them. He stated that 
during the war the Council had employed, with considerable effect, 
a number of black soldiers. Among these, as they could not with 
safety he dismissed, they had divided tiro uncultivated lands for 
their maintenance—the Company to receive one moiety of the pro¬ 
duce. An additional stock, and a supply of civil servants, both for 
Surat and Bombay, would therefore be required, and a large rein¬ 
forcement of recruits to render the European part of the garrison 
efficient. Having thus explained the general circumstances of 
Bombay, the Council signified that the Jesuits on the island had 
been active during the invasion of the Sidi in promoting his views. 
The Governor had therefore seized on all the lands owned or occu¬ 
pied by Jesuits. He hail deferred any final decision on the subject 
till the arrival of the President from Surat who would judge of the 
claims of those people and restore their lands to such of them as 
could exculpate, themselves or would confirm the right of the Com¬ 
pany to such portions as had been the property of the guilty. This 
measure,however expedient, might, it was feared, induce the Portu¬ 
guese to attack Bombay. The island should therefore he kept in as 
good a state of defence as was practicable, ft was at the same time 
resolved to fortify, as well as their means would allow, Botorali in 
the queen of Attinga’s country, and to erect buildings at Tellichcry, 
that they might bring to Bombay a proportion of produce from the 
Malabar Coast or render the investments not wholly dependent on 
such goods as could he purchased at Surat. 1 

For several years after their invasion leave to land on the island 
seems to have been refused to the Sidis. In September 1094 Gov¬ 
ernment issued the following order to Lieutenant llannier: The 
Sidi's people have obtained leave to buy what quantity of coir 
they have occasion for as also for some small quantities of corn 
and other provision for their own use, there being five of their 
galivats coming up to Maliiin. These arc to enorder you to let 
the people belonging to them come on shore as formerly about the 
forementioned occasions. 2 

In December 1(594 the Government authorised Rama Karnati to 
let and to farm all the oarts and batty ground belonging to those 
Moormen that assisted the Sidi Yakutkhan when he invaded the 


1 Brnnc'.s Annals, I1T. 93-9G. 

2 Order to Lieut. James Haumer, Bombay Castle, 12th Septembsr 1694, Sec Out 
L. B. 5 of 1694-169G, Hi. 
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island and to make the best advantage he could thereof for the use 
of the Right Honourable East India Company. 1 * 

The 1691) records contain two notices of’a timber trade between 
Bombay and the North Thdna coast. On the 17th November 1694 
the Bombay Government wrote to Mr. Aisbibic : Captain Lund is 
coming up in the sloop to convoy the timber boats to Daman. 
Before he proceeds, receive of the owners of all the great boats 
10 Xs. and the small 5 Xs. For all others that shall go under his 
convoy Rama KamiSti hath written to Narsaji Burvoo (Parbhu). 
On the same account you must take them to your assistance in 
this affair. 3 In December 1694 the following order is issued to 
Sergea nt Eason : On receipt hereof make the b<jst of your way with 
the bonny boat (Dutch fish boat is the English bum boat) under 
your command to Umbrasary (TJmarsddi) and there .stay till a man 
comes from Ballfare (apparently Balhar or Balsar) to advise you 
that the 15 or 16 boats of timber belonging to Mcrji Nana and 
Rustam Kiika are ready to sail. The three men that accompany 
this you are to take in the boat with you and put them ashore 
at Umbrasary from whence they will go overland to Ballfare. 
These well know you are to take all possible care of the boats 
and make what despatch you can with them towards this place.* 

The following examples occur (1091-95) of the practice of grant¬ 
ing strangers of distinction and others permits to travel by the 
Company's ships: 

These are to enorder you to receive on hoard the bearer Doudatos, 
an Armenian, with two chests and a box and transport him to 
Surat. 4 

Receive on hoard Neury and Diodator (two Armenians) and trans¬ 
port them to Surat, they paying the charge of their transport. 5 6 

Receive on hoard Yeannamoed an Armenian and transport him 
to Surat, he paying the charge of his transport. 0 

These are to enorder you to receive on board two Turks with 
their necessaries and also two parcels of treasure belonging to 
them and transport them to Surat. 7 

These are to enorder you to receive on hoard seven Arabs two 
women and one hoy and transport them to Surat. You are to allow 
them water and to take care none of your people abuse them. 8 

These are to enorder you to receive on board such Moormen with 
their necessaries as (xirdhard&s shall come with, who being on hoard, 


1 Order of 21st December 1(194, Sec. Out. L, ft. S of 1094-1096, 27. 

5 Bombay to Mr. Aislabie, 17tli November 1091, See. Out. 1,. B. 5 of 1691 - 1696, 22. 

8 Bomb. Order to Serjt, Eason, 29th Dec. 1094, See. Out. L. B. 5 of 1694 - 1090, 28 - 29. 

4 Sir John (layer’s order to Oapt, Abrm. Roberts, Commander of the ship Resolu¬ 

tion, Bombay Castle, 31st August 1G94, See. Out. I.. B. 5 of 1694-1690, 10. 

6 Sir John Gayer's order to Capt. Josiali Iloster, Commander of the ship Defence, 
Bombay Castle, 18th September 1094, Sec. Out. L. B, 5 of 1G94 - 1696, 14. 

6 Sir John Gayer’s order to Captain Abrm. Roberts, Commander of the Ship Reso¬ 
lution, Bombay Castle, 18th September 1091, Sec. Out. L, B. 5 of 1694-1690, 14. 

7 Sir John Gayer to Capt. Lewis James, Commander of the ship Emerald Frigate, 
Bombay Castle, 18th January 1695, See. Out. L. B. 6 of 1694 -1696, 31, 

8 Government order to Capt. John Brown, 27th August 1695, Sec. Out. L, B- 0 of 
1694 -1096,54. 

S3 1185—14 


Chapter I. 

History. 

Timber Trade, 
1094, 


Permits to 
Merchants, 
1694-95. 



103 


BOMBAY TOWN 


[Historical 


Chapter I. 
History. 

Permits to 
Merchants, 
1694-90. 


King’s Charter, 
1693. 


Special Vigour, 
1693. 


wind and weather permitting, weigh the anchor and make the best 
of the way to the port of Chaul where the said Moormen being 
landed, return with all expedition to us. 1 * 

These are to enorder you to repair on board of the Right Honour¬ 
able Company’s sloop with your men and make the best of your 
way with Habshi Hakim, a Moorman, and his people for Underi. 
When you have conveyed him safe return with all expedition to 
me, 3 

These are to enorder you to permit all the Fakirs on board the 
country ship to come ashore; likewise let them bring ashore five 
horses.® 

In 1693 the grant of a fresh charter gave now vigour to the 
direction of the Company’s affairs. On the 27th October lfiAS the 
Directors wrote to Surat and Bombay : 

After a multitude of conflicts with the interlopers and their 
adherents and all others that have envied or emulated the Company’s 
former prosperity, we have obtained of their present Majesties King 
William and Queen Mary a charter of confirmation of our present 
and all our former charters and are in possession of it, under the 
great seal of England, bearing date the 7th instant. Of this charter 
wo shall send you copies by our shipping and think it fit that before 
that comes to your hands, upon receipt of this letter yon should 
make snob solemn public intimation of it to the natives as is usual 
upon such occasions. 4 

We have also, the Conrt continue, to acquaint you that wo have 
obtained liconse from Her Majesty and Council for the sending out 
of twelve ships for India this year. Some of these will be ready to 
take in goods the beginning of tho next month, being by charter 
party obliged to he ready to sail from Gravesend by the 20th Novem¬ 
ber now next coming and out of the Downs by the 20th December 
now next coming. All our first departing ships we design according 
to ancient custom and the propriety of the season for the coast anil 
bay except the Dorothy which is designod for China. They add: 
Besides the full number of the said twelve ships wo propose to seud 
if we can two more purposing to drive the trade full, until we 
have replenished our warehouses which is the ultimate and never 
failing cure of the English itch of interloping. Upon the grant 
of our new charter we have personally engaged by bond to their 
Majesties that we will send out this year to the value of £160,000 
in commodities of the growth and production of England that 
being thought to be an affair that will bo very grateful to the 
approaching Parliament. This wo hope may confirm their Majesties’ 
charter to us, tho East India trade having beon these last five years 
so much and so long tho subject and debate of all councils of the 


1 Sir John Gayer and Council to Capt, Henry Lund, Bombay Castle, 28th October 

1694, Sec. Out, L K. 5 of 1694-1696, 19. 

3 Sir John (layer's order to Serjt, Eason, Bombay Castle, 5th December 1694, Sec. 
Out. L. B. 5 of 1694- 1690, 25. 

3 Govt, order to Mr. Thos. Lawrence, Bombay Castle, 11th May 1695, See. Out. L. 
B. 0 of 1694- 1696, 45. 

4 Court to Surat and Bombay, 27th October 1093, Sec. Out, Letter Book 5 of 
1694 -1696, 5-6. 
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nation that noblemen and gentlemen have much improved their 
understanding therein. 1 

A few months later (January 1094) the Court wrote: Since our 
trade is now settled we hope on a surer foundation than ever it 
was since Englishmen went first to the Indies, we shall return to 
our ancient custom of sending the lists of what goods are most 
vendible here. 2 

The prosperity which the Directors looked for in consequence of 
the grant of a fresh charter was delayed and their plans thwarted 
partly by the hostility of the French but mainly by the enmity of 
the rival English interloping traders and merchants some of whom 
started a rival company and others took to piracy. 

Since 1671 when a fleet arrived at Vesfiva and their shallops 
sounded round the island of Carajaw (Karan ja) and about Mahim 
the French had caused no alarm to Bombay. 11 On the 20th Septem¬ 
ber 1694 tho Bombay Government wroto to Captain Abraham Roberts 
of the ship Resolution : 

We require you wind and weather permitting to weigh your 
anchor and set sail making tho best of your way for Surat river’s 
mouth. Where being arrived send tho packets herewith to the 
Right Honourable Company’s President and Council at Surat, and 
from time to time while you are there and for your sailing from 
thence observe such orders as you shall receive from tho aforemen¬ 
tioned President and Council. We also require you that you keop 
your ship always in a good posturo of defence and that you keep a 
very good look-out that if you should happen to discover enemies 
too strong for you to contend with you may as in your judgment 
you shall think meet, use all possible endeavours to make your 
escape either towards Surat or this port or any other place. If 
you should meet with any ships of tho French king or his subjects 
in youi passage or pirates that you esteem yourselves strong enough 
to eucounter with and attack them, we would have you put their 
Majesties’ commission in execution and advise of what you havo 
done either to us or the President and Council of Surat that so you 
may have the necessary ordors from us or them. Wo do strictly 
require you and tho Defence to keep company in this your passage. 
And that Captain Joseph Iloster do observe such orders between 
this and Surat river’s mouth for tho better keeping company and 
defence in case you should meet with enemies as ho shall from time 
to time receive from you. We order you to wear the broad pendant 
at main-top-masthead, and the Defence the usual pendant at main¬ 
top-masthead. So hoping you will in all things act for the honour 
of their Majesties and your country and tho interest of our own 
established Masters. 4 
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* Court of Directors to the Lieutenant-General President and Council of Bombay and 
Surat, dated London 27th October Ki93, See. Out. Letter Hook 5 of 1694-1696, 6-7. 

5 Court to Surat, 3rd January 1694, Sec. Out. Letter Book 5 of 1694 - 1696, 28, 

3 Mr, Gerald Aungier and Council at Surat to Deputy Governor and Council of 
Bombay, 20th Jan. 1671, Surat Factory Out. L. B. 1 of 1630-1673, 209. 

* Bombay Government to Captain Abraham Kobevts of tho ship Resolution, 
Bombay Castle, 20th September 1691, Sec, Out. Letter Book 5 of 1694-1096, 14- 15. 



103 


BOMBAY TOWN 


[Historical 


Chapter I. 

History. 

French Designs, 
1690. 


On the 21st January 1690 Sir John Gayar wrote to the Surat 
President : Fail not to advise us of all motions and designs of the 
French, who wo think are not prepared for sucli great achievements 
as has been talked of. We are much inclined to believe that 
there is no more of their ships come to India than the six in the 
list you sent us, whoso long passage we suppose lias broken their 
measures, for it is our opinion they are bound to Bengal, to which 
place the season of the year will not permit them at present to go. 1 * 
On the 6th February he continued : Seeing' you (tan have no 
better information of tlie French designs, we must await till you 
can. But fail not to advise what you know to Madras and Bengal 
by all conveyances and if no other offers by expresses, as we have 
before wrote you. It is not. our opinion that the French have any 
design against Bombay. If they should, w T e will be prepared to 
give them their welcome. We do not think the ship haled on 
shore at Swally will grow tighter by her lying there. 3 

Five days later (11th February) Sir John Gayer wrote to President 
Annesley in Surat: Yours of the 30th past we received the 6th 
instant which gives us an account of what you could learn of the 
French designs. They were not so quick as expected hut on the 
6th instant were seen about two leagues to the northward of Basseiu 
at anchor. On the 9th from Warli our people see four come, to an 
anchor off Vesdva. And yesterday evening three of them came 
about Malabdr Point and at sunset anchored off the point of Old 
Woman’s Island, where they yet remain. The other two we 
suppose are at Yesdva, These three at anchor here we believe may 
be the king’s ships who probably may lie and cruize some time 
before the port in hopes of plunder, if they are not frightened away 
by the Dutch and our ships. This probably will be very speedily, 
if the news wo hear he true. The Captain and Padre of Clmul 
have both of them letters that advise of twelve sail of Dutch ships 
off Goa, The letters arrived about a week since but how long 
they were on the way we do not know. On Sunday last we had 
advices from Chaul that the Friday before eight ships were seen 
off Danda Rdjpuri, We immediately despatched a boat thither 
to inform us of the truth of this last report and hope she may 
return to-day. It is not our opinion that the French have any 
other design than to cruize in hope of plunder. If they have we 
hope to give them sufficient cause to repent thereof. As we do not 
think that the Mokha frigate and the Benjamin can come with 
safety to this island while the French lie between them and us, we 
would not have you order them from Swally Hole till you receive 
further advices from us. s 

Four days later (February 15th) Sir John Gayer resumes: 
Yesterday about 11 o’clock the three French ships that lay at 
anchor off Old Woman’s Island weighed and betook themselves to 
a light pair of heels. We are informed by our returned boat 


1 liombny to Surat, 21st -Tan. 1696, Sec. Out. Letter Hook 5 of 1694- 1690, 37. 

3 Hombay to Surat, 8th February 1696, Sen. Out. L, B. 5 of 1694- 1696, 41. 

3 Bombay to Surat, 14tb February 1696, 8ec. Out, L. B. 5 of 1694-1696, 42-43. 
Forrest's Homo Series, I. 158 159. 
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they had sight of the ships that went in quest of them off Danda 
Rtfjpuri, and we are inclined to believe the report true for 
that by the manner of working they seemed to bo in some con¬ 
sternation steering sometimes almost before the wind, then bearing 
away again, then staying one to speak with another, and at last 
stood off close upon a wind making all sail they could possibly 
make. The last news we had of the other two was that they 
cruized off Vestiva, but now cannot hear where they are. By the 
aforementioned boat we received a letter this day from Captain 
Pye and the Commander-in Chief of the Dutch ships. Copy of 
the former is enclosed. Of the other we cannot send you a copy. 
By what we understand the Dutch are in want of wood and water 
and design to put in here to supply themselves. Their want of 
these we fear will prevent their following the French. Our boat 
left them almost as high as Chaul. If they do not pursue the 
French we may expect to see them to-night. 1 * 

Five days later (February 20th) Sir John Gayer continues : We 
have not been wanting to the utmost of our power and present 
circumstances to put this island in the best posture of defence we 
could. And had the French made any attempt against us, with 
God’s assistance do not question but that we should have shewn 
them cause enough to have repented thereof. We thank you for 
your designed care to assist us by writing to Captain Edgecomb 
and Mr. Brown to come down hither with the Mokha frigate and 
the Benjamin. We also give them thanks for their readiness to 
comply with your orders had the business been practicable, and 
for their generous offers of hazarding their lives for the Bight 
Honourable Company’s interest, 3 

On the 10th March Bombay writes to Surat: If your port be 
open and you hear the coast is clear of French, fail not to send the 
tobacco the General formerly wrote for hither oil the Benjamin 
yatcli (yacht) with all possible speed, l'or the Right Honourable Com¬ 
pany will be sufferers in their rents on tins island. As the General 
before wrote the President, the money shall be immediately remitted 
you as soon as your advices arrive that the goods are bought. 3 

Six weeks later (30th April) Sir John Gayer wrote to Surat: 
We are heartily sorry after so fair an opportunity of an entire 
conquest of the French, that they should escape untouched. This 
will keep us in a continual fear about our merchants’ shipping 
in all parts of India. Wo do not believe the French will now go 
homo empty. If the Benjamin and Mokha cannot come down in 
safety sooner, they may accompany the Dutch ships. We cannot 
yet hear where the French are. 4 

Some weeks later the Company’s servants captured French pirates 
and sent them to the Moghal governor at Surat advising him to do 
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3 Bombay to Surat, 20th February 1690, Sec. Out. L. B. 5 of 1694- 169G, 45. 

Bombay to Surat, 10th March 1096, See. Out. 1,. B. 5 of 1694 -1696, 55. 
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them justice as they were true pirates who had actually robbed the 
ships of his master’s subjects. 1 

On the 15th September Sir John Gayer wrote to Surat:'Last 
night wo were informed that the day before two ships were seen at a 
great distance off from Malabdr Hi 11 standing to the northward. At 
the same time one that came from Cundery informed us that he saw a 
ship yesterday morning at a great distance off from Cundery which 
having but little wind and that at northward or thereabouts stood 
ill. At 12 o’clock she was got much nearer than in the morning, and 
at two afternoon so near that heplainly saw shewasa ship with three 
masts. When the person came from Cundery which was about 
three o’clock, sho continued standing in, but we saw her not, neither 
do we hear any thing of her this morning. But we have sent out a boat 
from Mdhim to discover if possible what they are. About three weeks 
since there was also seen in the offing from Malabar Hill one even¬ 
ing two ships ; but it being then thick rainy weather we beard no 
more of them, neither have wrn had any account from you since of 
any ships arriving at Surat from the southward. If your report be 
true about so many ships being seen, which are averred by sundry 
persons, wo know not what to think they should be except French 
or pirates. This may occasion us to detain our ships longer than 
we expected. 2 3 * 

A few weeks later the dangers which Sir John Gayer foreboded 
from the French llect were more than fulfilled. On the loth 
October 1096 the Bombay Council wrote to the Directors : We are 
extremely sorry for the had news we have in public newspapers 
overland concerning the Resolution, Defence, Princess of Denmark, 
IS earn our, and Success being taken and for the Henry who it is 
.said being in light with a French privateer was set on lire which 
caused her to run ashore ir. Bantry Bay where she was burnt. 5 

Other more cheering news was received at the same time. On 
the 9tli October 1690 the Bombay Council wrote to Surat: With 
this we send you sundry Gazettes and newspapers for your perusal 
which return to us when you have road them. 1 n the French Gazette 
printed in Holland inclosed yon will see that our Masters on the 18th 
November last had actually laden onboard their ships 1,200,000 
ounces of silver. This we hope with the IIouso of Commons voting 
their establishment by Parliament will put lifo into tho brokers and 
all elso that wish success to our Masters’ allairs as well as check 
their malicious adversaries in their wicked career against them 
to their lasting shame. On receipt of this and what you had before 
from us we hope you will instantly lade the vessels and send them 
to us and that you will bo ready with as much other goods as will 
speedily lade ship Benjamin. There is other nows in the paper's that 


1 Bombay to Surat, 2nd July 1G9G, Sec. Out. L. B. 5 of 1094-1696, 103. 

3 Bombay to Surat, 15th Sept. 109(5, Sec. Out. J.. K. 5 of 1(594- 1(590, 24. 

3 (!eneral Sir John Gayer and Council at tiombay to the Honourable tho Gover¬ 

nor and tho Worshipful the Deputy Governor and Committee of the Bight Honourable 

East India Company, 10th October 1096, Soc. Out.Letter Book 5 of 1694 ■ 1696, 56-07. 



Materials.] 


AND ISLAND. ill 

tends much to the lessoning France and groatoning the confederates 
especially oar sovereign, 1 

On the 13th March 169G Sir John Grayer wrote to Surat: The 
Portuguese are preparing some great design. They say it is against 
Maskat. Whether any thing more, will come of it than last year 
we do not know. Muttabar Khan threatens them vory hard with 
war. This has led to the issue of a proclamation at Bassein for all 
the out inhabitants to bring their riches into the Fort. One thou¬ 
sand Curumbees (Kunbis) have tied from tlieir country to Guilan 
(Kalyan). 2 

On the 30th September 1G9G Bombay was visited by a hard gust 
of wind from the east and south-east with thunder lightning and 
some rain. The rain not proportional to the want there is of it, The 
strength of the gust continued not above half an hour and did no 
harm. 8 

A letter from the Bombay Council to the Court (15th October 1G9G) 
contains the following reference to Anjengo : At Anjengo they 
have prepared a large quantity of stone and brick, nearly enough 
we suppose to build the fort and arc making what provision of 
chunam is possible. By this time wo believe they have begun to 
build, but they write that they fear the government will obstruct 
them by forbidding the coolies to afford any assistauco. This 
we believe they will tind true enough if the Dutch pwlikaakis can 
effect it with the queen or her ministers. For the Dutch do all 
that in them lies to hinder our fortifying, but we are endeavouring 
to countermine them by procuring labouring people to send them 
from hence. They are also in want of a recruit of European 
soldiers. This we cannot supply them as besides officers we have, well 
and sick, English French and Dutch, only 27 soldiers on the island. 
W 7 hat recruits are on the way wo do not know. Regarding this 
we are under earnest expectation having scarce any left that we 
can entrust with your Honours’ several vessels, nor one to send out 
in our machvds and other boats to secure the navigation of the 
island which we have often occasion to do by reason of the Shivajis 
(the Mardthds). We also want a recruit of fire-arms, liol bard- 
drums, ordnance powder and sea coals as we have before advised. 
Anjengo will also want at least 20 good ordnance and supply of 
all garrison stores. 4 

The capture of the five ships by the French was a loss of small 
importance compared with the troubles which had recently gather¬ 
ed in Surat. The excesses of the European pirates by whom the 
Indian Ocean was at this time infested reached a climax in the rob¬ 
bery in 1695 of the Moghal pilgrim ship Guns way and other Moghal 
vessels. In consequence Mr. Annealey the President and the 


1 Rombay to Surat, Oth Oct. 1600, Sec. Out. L, B. 5 of 1694-1696, 40, 
s Bombay to Surat, 1 3th March 1696, Sec. Out. L. B. 6 of 1694 -1696, 57 - 58. For¬ 


rest’s Homo Series, 1.162. 

3 Bombay to fcurat, 30th Sept. 1696, Sec. Out. I,. B. 5 of 1694 -1696, 42, 

4 Sir John Gayer and Council to tlio Company, Bombay Castle, 15th Oct. 1696, 
Sec. Out. L. B. 5 of 1694-1600, 55-56. 
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other Company's servants at Surat were all inhumanely used, 
clapped up in irons and kept close prisoners. The Company’s estate 
was seized and the trade of the port stopped. 1 * 

In September 1090 Sir John Gayer wrote to Surat: We and 
the Dutch having entered into a correspondence to consult and 
act jointly in our negotiations with the government about convoy 
ships, we are not willing you should conclude anything without 
them. It will he a great breach of friendship on either so to do. 3 
A second letter to Surat shortly afterwards shows that the friendly 
arrangement with the Dutch came to nothing. Sir John Gayer 
wrote: We arc surprised to hear of so much baseness in the 
Dutch though we know they are, not to he trusted. Yet at this 
time being under a promise of uniting councils for our mutual 
interests we could scarce think they would have been so openly 
perfidious. Now we know how far we arc to trust them, still 
we would have you maintain a correspondence with them. This 
will be much better than breaking off from them, for by that means 
they would become implacable and by our difference we should 
give the enemies great advantage. 3 

On the 15th January 1690 the Bombay Council sent word to 
Surat that the ship Galliote Vice-Admiral of the Portuguese was 
foolishly lost on the reef off Old Woman’s Island. 4 * 

In January 1096 Sir John Gayer again writes to Surat: Your 
agreement with the Dutch to give no passes till matters are better 
accommodated with the Surat governor we approve of and would 
have y r ou endeavour a fair correspondence with them and advise the 
commodore that it is the General’s orders you should do so for 
our mutual interest, it being very unreasonable that all other 
merchants should have liberty of trade and Europeans be stopped. 
This night the General received the Commodore’s letter which has 
lain on the road some time by reason of the bearer’s falling sick. 
Wo have no person on the island that perfectly understands the 
Persian and English languages, therefore it will he hard for us to 
understand the contents of his letter, it being written in Dutch. 
But we suppose the design of it is to engage us with them to do 
our utmost against the most Christian common enemy (that is 
Prance) wherein you may assure him we shall not he deficient. 3 

Yery shortly after on the 6th February 1696 the Bombay 
Council was able to write to Surat to congratulate the President 
Mr. Annesley on his release, from his irons. 6 

On the 26th February 1696 Sir John Gayer resumes: Our last 
unto you was the 21st instant by two of our peons who were de- 


1 Sir J. Gayer to Moghal governor of Surat, 31st July 1098, Sec. Out. L. B. 6 of 

1697 ■ 1699, 21. For the name Gunsway that ia Gunja Saw&i, see note ‘Ja at the end 
of the Chapter. 

3 Bombay to Surat, 15th Septr. 1696, Sec. Out. L. B. 5 of 1091 -1690, 22 - 23. 

3 Bombay to Surat, 9th Oct. 1696, Sec. Out. L. B. 5 of 1691-1696, 45-46. 

4 Bombay to Surat, loth January 1696, See, Out. L. B. 5 of 1694 -1696, 35, 

6 Sir John Gayer and Council to the Surat President Mr. Annesley and Council, 
27th January 1696, See. Out. L, B. 5 of 1694-1696, 39. 

Bombay to Surat, 6th February 1096, Sec. Out. L. B, 5 of 1694-1096, 41. 
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spatched with jour letters from England by ship America. The 23rd 
instant the General received a particular letter from the President 
of the 11th with copies of former letters and papers and the Moghul 
governor’s letter to him wherein he writes that he daily expects the 
king’s orders to him for your (Mr. Anneslcy’s) releasement, and 
for re-opening our trade, still we hear nothing of the arrival of the 
said order from you, though from a private person in Burnt we arc 
ndvised it is received. 

Sir John (layer continues: Seeing that the season of the year 
for the ships’departing to India and Mokha approaches very fast 
and that time may not permit us to wait longer to hoar from yon 
concerning what the governor intends to do with you and tin; 
Right Honourable Company’s affairs, we have thought good, that you 
may be in the better readiness, to give you the following orders : 

If on receipt of the above orders from the king the governor 
releases all the Right Honourable Company's servants, and 
other English, from your barbarous unjust imprisonment, delivers 
the Right Honourable Company’s goods to you to be handed by 
you to Aga Pirbhai, and opens your trade in all parts, permitting 
us to export and import, to carry on our investment, bring our 
goods down from all places whore bought as formerly, and delivers 
you the exclusive Phirman, or gives you a certain promise that it 
shall speedily be procured and takes care that the charge of our 
ships shall be defrayed by freight or otherwise: Then we would have 
you agree with the Dutch and French, if they send any ships along 
with ours, that a certain number of the country ships he appointed to 
each nation to wear their colours. When this is done to appoint 
such Englishmen as you can best confide in, one in a ship, to com¬ 
mand each ship that shall be appointed to wear our colours, and 
give such commanders commissions as if they were in our imme¬ 
diate service. When the Mokha frigate and the Benjamin are well 
manned, then what English you have more to spare, you may also 
divide amongst said ships according to their force and burthen, and 
we hope the French and Dutch will do the same. By your commis¬ 
sion you may empower thesis native, boats not only to defend them¬ 
selves against all pirates, but to take the pirates by force if they ofl'ov 
to molest them. If the Danes should happen to mix with pirates and 
assault the native boats under our colours we see no reason why we 
should not act towards them as towards the pirates especially consi¬ 
dering that we never hoard of any war proclaimed between the 
Danes and the Moghals or that the Danes managed any other way 
than piratically. It is also to be considered that we do this not out 
of choice but necessity to prevent the murdering of all our nation 
in the Moghal’s dominions and the confiscating the Right Honour¬ 
able Company’s estate therein. Obligations must also be given by 
the chiefs of each nation to each other and to the governor that there 
shall be no acts of hostility between these ships that go convoy 
and what others of each nation they may meet with in the term 
of their voyage. And orders must be given by the chiefs of each 
nation to show to the commanders of any of their ships they’ may 
meet with to prevent mischief. You must also give the cojmimn- 
r. lies-15 
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tiers of the Benjamin and Mukha frigate orders as in the above 
mentioned commission in which it is necessary to insert all the 
necessities that cause us thus to employ our ships. The comman- 
ders of all three nations must have positive orders to join their 
forces against the enemy whatsoever party is attacked as if they 
were all of one nation and one head over them, though they may 
sail as three squadrons with a constituted admiral of each. No 
squadron should have superiority over the other. But all should 
consult together at all times for the safe conducting the ships under 
tlieir charge and the mutual defence of each other. Jf possible, we 
would keep tbe Benjamin to be laden borne and send the America 
in her room, in answer to which write us with all possible speed. 
The above we have written in hopes all that we have mentioned 
on the governor’s part will bo complied with. Jf ho refuses we 
have no reason to grant what we have promised. Should all things 
answer our expectation, then we would have you contract with some 
merchants for the quantity of coffee, myrrh, olibanum, and aloes 
soeatrine mentioned in the list enclosed as you did with Najam 
Khsin Rnjdbhy on the Rahimi last year, but on as much cheaper 
terms as you can. This we hope may ho easily effected, seeing 
there is likely to be such a convoy; but we would have the goods 
laden on our Musters’ ship. 

In the same letter Sir John Gayer continues : Since writing the 
above this morning we received advices from Isa Kuli that the 
king’s JIasbul JBukam (or personal order) was sent to the governor 
of Surat twenty-three days since to set you at lilwrty and that the 
Right Honourable Company’s affairs should in all circumstances 
he put into the same condition as formerly, and the other two Europe 
nations the same, on condition they complied with their obligations. 
Therefore seeing there is not time left to procure the exclusive 
Phirman, we would have you endeavour wlmt possible to 
procure the governor’s writing or promise for it, and do your 
utmost with tho governor to procure freight, to defray the charge 
of our Right Honourable Masters’ ships for the voyage. 

Enclosed we send you copy of our Masters’ general letters 
from England by ship America. Communicate the news concerning 
the French to the Dutch director. We have no other news by this 
ship. Bend us an answer to the short general letter from England 
concerning Captaiu Andrews that we may return answer to England, 
We hourly expect to hear from you concerning what the Surat 
governor intends to do. Care must be taken that the country ships 
in all things observe the commands of the Europe commanders. 1 

On the 10th March Sir John Gayer writes: We rejoice to hear 
of the enlargement of Captain Brown and Mr, Bendal, but thought 
long ere this to have received a larger account of such matters.® 

A week later (17th March) he resumes: We are surprised that 
after all our condescension to the unreasonable demands of tho 
Moors, so small though necessary a favour should he denied us as 


1 Sir John Gayer General and Council at Bombay to Mr. S. A nnesley President and 
Council at Surat, 2(ith February 1696, See. Out. L. Book 5 of 1694- ]69(i, 60-54. 

• Bombay to Surat, 10th March 1696, Sec. Out. L. Book 5 of 1694. -1696, 54, 
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the shipping of Captain Pye’s provisions. We are no less con¬ 
cerned to hear that our Masters’ affairs are still in the same 
condition they were. In our present circumstances necessity 
would have forced us to have submitted to such terms as you were 
about to make with Cawndas (Kahdndas) and the horrid bloodsuck¬ 
ing Iiurcorra (liarLira or Intelligencer). 

We approve of your letters to Isa Kuli, the Padre, and the governor 
of Surat, also of what you have wrote the Dutch director. It is 
our resolution till we see cause to alter it, to give no passes to any 
of these country ships. 1 

On the 30th April Sir John Gayer resumes: As before hinted 
we are of opinion with you that Isa Kuli hath boasted too much 
of what ho has done and we believe he wants not covetousness. 
However it is certain he did the Right Honourable Company a 
singular piece of service in laying the burthen of the piracies on 
all the three nations. For which reason he ought not to be slighted, 
though we may delay to gratify his avarice till we see what 
further occasion we shall have for him. Should we turn him off 
it may be the next we should make choice of would be of the same 
stamp with him. 2 He continues: We are very sorry that the 
(Moghal) governor continues so obstinate as not to suffer any 
goods to be exported for the lading our Masters’ ships one way or 
other, when they lie at so great a charge as they do- 8 

Six weeks later (19th June) Sir John Gayer writes: We would 
have you use your utmost endeavours with the governor that the 
Right Honourable Company’s money may lie no longer dead, 
hut that it may be given out to provide goods for the expected 
shipping according to the enclosed list which is copy of what we 
received from our Masters by ship America, We can see no reason, 
especially now the governor knows the king’s orders concerning us, 
why he should not consent. We need no argument to press you to 
this, the time for providing goods slipping so fast is sufficient. 4 

On the 25th June he adds: We can scarce imagine that after 
the king hath been so well informed of what isolates to the Gunsway 
by the governor of Surat, Abdul Rosa Kliau and the Sidi, any 
impressions should be made on him to cause him to be angry with 
us, unless for want of a bribe the deceitfulness of his courtiers has 
imposed on him to discredit what they have written concerning us, 
which as you write time will discover. So it will of the truth of 
the Cuttaries’ (perhaps Kattidris or Daggerholders that is Elutes or 
newsmen) report. 5 

On the 8th July Sir John Gayer wrote : We received yours of 
the 27th past with the enclosed papers, which informs us of your 
releasement for which we give God thanks and most heartily 
rejoice. The bearer of this good tidings has proved himself an 
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•Bombay to Surat, 17 th March 1696, Sec. Out. L. Book G of 1094 ■ 1696, 68 - 59. 
Compare Bombay to Surat, 6th February 1696, Sec. Out. L. B. of 1694-1696, 40, 

- Bombay to Surat, 30th April 1630, Sec. Out. !., Book 5 of 1694 -1696, 71, 

3 Bombay to Surat, 30th April 1696, Sec. Out. L, Book 5 of 1694- 1696, 72, 

• Bombay to Surat, 19th Juno 1696, Sec. Out. L. Book 5 of 1694-1696, 99. 

5 Bombay to Surat, 25th June 1690, See. Out, L. Book 5 of 1694-1696, 101, 
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unfaithful messenger, having been almost ten days on his way ; he 
deserves a reward according to his merits. We hourly expect to 
hear morn largely from you. Now that the governor has re¬ 
leased your persons we hope he will release the Right Honourable 
Company’s estate. When this is done we would have you vigorously 
bend your minds to employing the money you have, on invest¬ 
ment agreeable to the list you have by ship America that we may 
be in readiness to lade our expected ships when they arrive. 1 

On the 15th October (ItiVKi) Sir John Gayer wrote to the 
Honourable Court of Directors: Your Honours’servants at Surat 
are still at liberty, and, as they write us, on good terms with the 
government. We do not yet hear that they will be able to 
export any goods towards the lading of the Benjamin and Tonqueen 
(when she arrives) by reason of the clamours of the creditors 
although there be 5 lakhs of rupees worth as they advise us ready 
provided. If part of your Honours’ eight expected shipping bound 
to these ports arrive with plentiful stock (which by public news¬ 
papers we are informed had 2, 100,000 ounces of silver laden the 
ldth November), then we si mil he capacitated to do your Honours 
the expected service, though it happens very ill that we have yet 
no advice of their arrival. The season for this year to provide 
goods being in a manner spent, we have left no stone unturned, 
but have used our utmost endeavours to gain credit with Aga Pery 
(Aga I’irbhdi) the brokers and all other persons to make provision of 
goods according to your Honours’ orders by ship America. The 
many repeated promises of sending out large stock for several 
years and none coming with the industrious labours of the inter¬ 
lopers lately in India and those remaining in Surat lately iu your 
Honours’ service to asperse your Honours, have put nil people under 
an impossibility of believing that ever any stock will be sent out 
to clear your Honours’ debts. This with the horrible clamours occa¬ 
sioned by the pirates from all parts which are universally reputed 
English, causes us to labour in the lire though to small purpose. Be¬ 
sides tin: Gunsway, the king’s shiji with others that were robbed last 
year near Surat, and barbarously used, Abdul Gapliur has since had 
one robbed of a great sum in the Gulf of Persia; and this day we liavo 
news from Mokha of two ships being taken off' the Babs belonging 
to Girdhar and Vardanian your Honours’brokers, one of this island 
the other of Calicut.- The loss of Girdhar’s ship in which was to the 
amount of Rs. 60,000 lias almost broke the little merchants of the 


* Bombay to Kurat, 8tli July 1090, Sec. Out. L. Book 5 of 1G1I4 - 1696, 104. 

- Oil the Balia is off the Straits of llabelinaudeb, Compare Pirates and Sea Robbers 
(1817) p. i 1— : 'After this Captain Kidd sailed to Bab’s key, on a little island 
at the entrance to the Red Sea.’ It was the news of this Mokha fleet, about August 
1097, that tempted Captain Kidd, then an honest nnlneky Privateer and Pirate- 
catcher, to turn pirate. A boat brought word of fourteen ships showing English Dutch 
and Mbglial colours, ‘ We have been unlucky my boys,’ said Captain Kidd, • we’ll now 
make our fortune out of the Mokha fleet.’ roar days later the fleet appeared convoy, 
ed by one English undone Dutch man-of-war, Kidd soon fell in with them and get¬ 
ting into the midst of them fired at a Moorish ship that was next him. The mau-of- 
war bore down and Kidd not strong enough to contend with them sheered off. Now 
that he had begun as a pirate Kidd resolved to go on. He er-.ssed to the Malabar Coast 
and captured a Moorish vessel, making its commander, an Englishman named Parker, 
jom Ins ship ns pilot. Ditto, lid. (Mr. J, Walsh.) 
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island. It is a considerable prejudice to your Honours for that 
there was in her 400 1 bahar ’ of good new coffee which was designed 
to be part of the lading of the Benjamin and Tonqueen. 1 3 

In the same hater Sir John Gayer continues: Though tlio 
Moghul governor of Surat spent so much time in writing to the 
court of Delhi last year concerning the releasing of your Honours’ 
servants and effects and to know what the king would allow the 
English French and Dutch ships to convoy the Mokha and Jidda 
fleet that the monsoon was lost to all but five or six ships that got 
away from Goglia and other ports, yet he is now very pressing for 
the three nations to come to a conclusion about eacli sending two 
ships for convoys this year. Still ho will allow but Ks. 15,000 
for the charge of a great ship and Its. 10,000 for the charge of a 
small one, which he esteems half, besides what freight we can get; 
terms that both we and the Dutch shall be necessitated to comply 
with or else no goods can be exported by either since the Dutch 
have sufficiently felt the stop on trade as well as wo, they com¬ 
puting their loss at Rs. 10,00,000j The French seem now to 
decline giving convoy ships, though they promised it last year. By 
all that we understand they expect when your five ships that sailed 
lienee in April last (who are now thought to be gone home) arrive 
in France to give such an account of the stop of their trade that 
their king will declare war with the Moghul, there being a clause 
inserted in all the passes that implies as punch.® 

As we have already, he continues, in several letters wrote to your 
Honours of the necessity of suppressing the pirates, we shall not 
enlarge on that subject now. We hope your orders concerning them 
are on the way towards ns. As before they are universally reputed 
English, the French our enemies, and the Dutch our back friends, 
industriously helping in blowing up the fire to consume us. s 

On the 31st October Sir John Gayer sends to Lieutenant General 
Uigginson the following account of a fresh piratical outrage : The 
broker’s ship of this island and Ratanji Bikla the Calicut broker’s 
brother, both under English colours will) English merchants, 
were taken off the Babs by two pirates, one of 13 the other of 14 
guns, the next day after they came out from Mokha bound to this 
island. The pirates set one of the merchants and the. ccrani (or 
supercargo) on shore at Aden to sell the ships at:d cargoes and 
bring them money for them. As they did not return the pirates 
burnt both the prizes in sight of them. It is we'l that about (eii 
ships of this country wintered at Mokha. Had they not it is 
probable we should again have been embroiled. 4 

The following year seems to have seen little improvement. On 
the 16th April 1G97 Sir John Gayer wrote: We are sorry to hear 
of the barbarous outrages committed by those villainous pirates 


1 Bombay to Court, 15th October 1G90, Sec. Out. L. Book 5 of 1094-1090, 51 - 52. 

2 Bombay to Court, 15th Oct. 1696, Sec. Out. L. Book 5 of 1G94 - 1G9G, 52-53. 

3 Bombay to Court, 15th Oct. 1696, Sec. Out- L. Book 5 of 1G94 - 3096, 53. 

4 Bombay to the Honourable Nath 11. Higginsson, Lieutenant-General of India for 
Affairs of the Right Honourable East India Company, 31st October 1(596, Sec. Out. L, 
Book 5 of 1691 - JG9G, 83 - 84. 
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who are become so strong by the success they have had that there 
is no stirring for any ships but those of Europe and of force. We 
could wish it were in our power to depress and bring them to their 
deserved punishment. 1 

On the 31st July 1098 Kir John Gayer addressed the following 
letter to the Moglial governor of Surat: It is now almost three 
years that for crimes of pirates the Company’s servants at Surat 
were inhumanely used, clapped up in irons, and about eleven 
months kept close prisoners, the Company’s estate seized on and 
the trade of the Surat port stopped not only to the damage of the 
English and other European nations, but to the king’s and his 
subjects’ great loss. At last EttAmat Khan then governor of Surat 
and other nobles having made the Delhi king sensible that the 
robbery was not committed by the people of the English Company 
but by rogues ol‘ several nations combined together, the Surat 
port was again opened. According to the king's orders at that 
time I sent two of my Masters’ ships (though paid but half the 
charge) to Mokha in company of two of the Dutch Company’s ships 
to convoy the king’s and his subjects’ ships to and from that port 
to Surat. Some days after, fearing the pirates might be numerous 
and strong, J sent another convoy newly arrived from England. 
This ship though despatched after the usual season arrived safe at 
the port and through God’s good providence conducted the fleet all 
home in safety to the great joy and profit of the king and his 
subjects. Though I have not received a pie from the treasury of 
the Surat port to defray the charge of this last ship, I have again 
this year sent two ships on the same voyage in company of the 
king’s ships which I hope through the blessing of God will meet 
with the same success. Also last year, about the time that the 
Mokha fleet was expected, I was at the charge of sending out three 
ships to cruize off Damme (Dahanu) for the hotter security of the 
fleet according to your honour’s desire. Eor this 1 have not been 
allowed anything towards the cost, Yet notwithstanding all this 
the ship (jnedali Merchant belonging to the English Moody at 
Surat, coming from Bengal, having goods on hoard her belonging 
to Mamud Baukicr and others, being taken and robbed by a pirate 
off Kallequilon, the whole blame is again cast on the English 
Company, and the king’s orders (as l am informed) procured to 
your honour to demand satisfaction of the President or to send 
the broker to the court to answer the charge laid against them. 
Therefore I request that your honour (being as I believe satisfied 
that this charge is false) will truly represent the matter to the king 
and your friends at court and petition his majesty that the orders 
issued, so extremely prejudicial to the English Company who are 
perfectly innocent of what is laid to tlieir charge, may be revoked, 
and that their servants, whom you know are no little merchants 
and subjects of no mean Prince, may be permitted for the future 
quietly and unmolested to follow the merchandize which your 
honour is sensible is of great advantage to the king’s port and an 


1 Bombay to Surat, 16tU April 1697, Pqo. Out, L. Book 6 of 1697-1099, 
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occasion of the employment of many thousands in his majesty’s 
dominions. To which I shall only add that I have several times 
written my reasons on the same subject that you lately did 
advising (my Masters of) the pirates that infest these seas. They 
returned answer about eleven months since that peace being now 
concluded with France, they would petition the King to send out 
some ships of war on purpose to take and destroy the pirates. 
Which whips, I hope, will arrive by the time the rains is over when 
I will employ them with all diligence to find out, take, and destroy 
those villains of sundry nations that rob on the high seas. For 
the better effecting this I hope your honour will take care that the 
other Kuropoan nations trading to the king’s port may contribute 
the assistance which will much facilitate that which has been so 
long desired that the port may be always open to the pilgrims and 
that they and the merchants may cross the seas unmolested. 1 2 3 * 

On the 31st October 1698 Sir John Gayer gave the Directors the 
following description of the risks to which the excesses of the 
European pirates exposed Bombay : We have so often wrote your 
Honours concerning our great want of supplies of men, that it is 
needless for us to mention more about it. Still we cannot forbear 
without unfaithfulness to our trust to acquaint you that your 
island is exposed to extreme hazard should any orders arrive from 
the Moghal court to the Sidi to invade Bombay on account of the 
frequent robberies committed by the pirates, which as we have 
often advised are universally charged on the English nation. We 
do maintain a very fair correspondence with the Sidi beyond what¬ 
ever has been. That to the utmost of his power he is really our 
friend is manifestly proved by his writing to court in our favour 
Loth formerly and in this last juncture of affairs. On this occasion 
at our request he has written to the Moghal governor of Surat, 
and all the chief nobles at court beyond what we could have 
expected even to the hazard of making Maklis Khan his enemy. 
Yet if orders from the Moghal reach him we must not trust the 
Sidi further than is necessary to trust a Cofferie (Kafir at that 
time specially applied to African slaves shipped from Zanzibar) 
or Moorman, who is the chief noble in these parts, to execute the 
Moghal king’s commands by force of arms and joined with tho 
Moghal governor of Surat. These we confess are very melancholy 
stories that we are necessitated frequently to write your Honours, 
but we cannot help it since it is necessary for us to give you a true 
account of the state of your affairs. 8 

A letter from Sir John Gayer to the Directors show's that up to 
the 10th February 1699 the promised pirate-scouring fleet had 
showed no sign. lie writes : We shall he heartily glad that the 
fleet prepared to suppress the pirates may effect what they are 
designed for. We hear nothing yet of their being in India.* 

1 Sir John Gayer General to the Moghal Governor of Surat, dated Bombay Castle, 
31 at July 1638, Sec. Out. L. B 6 of 1637-1699, 21 -23. 

2 Sir John Gayer and Council to the Court, 31st Oct. 1098, Sec. Out. L. F. 6 of 
1697-1699, 140. 

3 Bombay to the Court of Directors, 10th (February or March) 1699, para. 72, 

Sec. Out. L. B. 7 of 1699-1702. 
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On the 12tli January 1099 Sir John Gayer wrote to Surat: The 
copy of the king’s orders in Persian we have not received. If wo 
had it would signify nothing without an interpreter. We suppose 
the contents of it is as you write that the three nations shall pay 
11s. 14,00,000 for what was robbed from Hasan Amidas’ ship and 
give security for what depredations the pirates shall commit. 
Concerning this we would have you write the Mughal governor that 
our answer is that we can pay no part of the its. 14,00,000 nor 
give any such security as is required for the future. But as we 
have protected the Mokha and Jidda fleet two years following from 
all miscarriage except what hath been occasioned by the pride 
obstinacy and folly of such as deserted the convoys, so we will 
endeavour to do the same this year. 1 

A month later (10th February 1609) Sir John Gayer wrote to 
the Court: Although we have performed our part of the 
contract with the Moors, about sending convoy ships to Mokha, 
yet they slight all the good services done thorn, and not only 
defer giving an exclusive Phinnan hut deny paying for the ships 
here; and now their demands are infinitely larger on the three 
nations English Dutch and French. Considering the Mast India 
trade is now established by Act of Parliament, we presume an 
exclusive Phirman, could it he procured, would signify little, except 
to exclude the Scotch company. As circumstances arc at present, 
there is no engaging in such an affair. 2 The unfortunate success 
of one of their ship captains furnished the Surat governor 
with an excuse for making the Company specially responsible 
for Hasan Amidas’ losses. On the 20th September 1700, Sir 
John Gayer wrote from Bombay to the Court of Directors: 
Captain Louth while he was in the road at Capo Good Hope took 
a small ship that came in there belonging to New York of about 
90 tons named the Margaret, which had been trading with the 
pirates at St. Mary’s and Madagascar. On this vessel were about 
15 passengers that had boon pirating in these seas in several ships. 
Amongst these was that grand villain Sivers commonly called 
Chi vers that was commander of the pirates that took Hasan 
Aniidds’ ship coming from Mokha about two years since by means 
of which your Honours have been at considerable expense and your 
servants involved in a great deal of trouble. This is likely to be 
considerably increased by Captain Louth’s bringing his prize hither, 
for that the governor of Surat doth expect that we should deliver 
the ship and all that was in her with the men to them. The money 
goods and negroes that woro in her that came into the captain’s 
hands, he sayeth might amount to about J16000. How we shall 
get clear of this business we do not yet know for no rational 
arguments are of force with the imperious Moors. The Captain 


’Bombay to Surat, 12th Jan. 1699, See. Out. L. B. 6 of 1697-1699, In a letter 
dated lBt February 1699, in tire same volume, under Conit’a orders of 1698, Mr. Colt 
is appointed President at Surat instead of Mr. Annesley removed, because Sir John 
Gayer did not like Mr. Amiesley’s paying anything to the Moghal governor. 

s Bombay to Directors, lrtth (February or March) 1699, para. 11, Sec. Out. L. B. 7 
of 1699-1702. 
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also says he believes his ship’s company may have got amongst 
them as much as came into his possession which hath caused them 
to be very fluent of their money on this island and occasions many 
little base fellows to be scribbling about it to Surat. The foremen- 
tinned Captain thinks he has done your Honours such a piece of 
service in this action, though it detained him at least three weeks 
at the Cape, that he cannot well be sufficiently rewarded for it. 
We wish he had let them proceed where they were going that they 
might have received their due reward at home rather than to have 
filled oar prison with twenty-one criminals in a place whore we had 
before a sufficient number of such as would willingly side with such 
sparks, especially seeing we cannot sufficiently authorize to put the 
laws in execution against them. Perhaps it was the love of the 
guinea that put the Captain on this meritorious piece of service to 
your Honours. 1 * 

Iu Surat in 1700 the affairs of the Old or London Company were 
suffering seriously from the attacks and misrepresentations of Sir 
Nicholas Waite one of their dismissed servants now Chairman of 
the New or English Company. On the 16th February 1700, 
Sir John Gayer wrote to the Directors: Captain Hudson 
will inform your Honours how that Sir Nicholas Waite said 
he would spend Rs. 20,000, hut that he would have your Hag at 
Surat struck. Captain Hudson will also inform you of other 
of Sir Nicholas’ follies which render him little in the eyes of 
Europeans if not of others. By what we bear Lucas is the person 
that spurs him on to such rashness to the detriment of the interest 
of the nation, not considering what the issue may bo, so that he 
may but gratify his malice to your Honours.' 3 

On the 19th November 1700, in the hope of arranging some 
settlement of Hasan Amides’ claims in support of which the Surat 
governor had stopped the Company’s trade, Sir John Gayer leaving 
his Deputy Mr. J. Burniston in charge started from Bombay in 
the ship Tavistock to go to the Surat river mouth. 3 The unsatis¬ 
factory state of the Company’s interests in Surat was probably 
another reason why Sir John Gayer went to Swally. Under the 
unscrupulous manoeuvring of Sir Nicholas Waite the head of the 
Now or English Company the Old or London Company had lost 
favour iu Surat. Stories of a grand embassy to the great Moghal 
in the interest and at the chai'ges of the New Company and the 
assertion that the Old Company had only one year more to run 
enabled Sir Nicholas Waite to form a strong party in Surat. In 
December 1700 the month after Sir John Layer’s arrival at Swally, 
the Surat President of the Old Company Mr. S. Colt wrote to the 
Council at St. George : Sir Nicholas Waite gives us a great deal of 
trouble here by means of the government. He has charged us with 


1 Sir John Gayer and Council at Bombay to the Court of Directors, Bombay 
Castle, 20th September 1700, .See, Out. 1,. Book 7 of 1090-1703. 

1 Sir J. Gayer and Council to the Court ol Directors, 16th February 1700, para. 21, 
in Sec. Out. L. Book 7 of 1699-1702. 

3 Deputy Governor J. Burniston to Gombroon, 28th November 1700, Sec. Out. L. 
Boob 7 of 1699-1702, 9. 
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piracy to the Moghal and his governors and has stirred up the 
merchants of Surat to prosecute us for their losses to the pirates 
from the year 1685 until October 1698 to the amount of upwards 
of 80 lakhs of rupees. To secure mischief to us he has acquainted 
the king governor and officers that the King of England has 
ordered him to inform them that our Right Honourable Employers 
are to expire like unto a dead man on the 29th September 1701. 
Therefore if they suffer us to depart this empire before, all demands 
upon us are satisfied, no other English would be liable to answer 
for us. By such practices and very large expenses he has 
procured our trade to he stopped and our persons confined to the 
town for near these 4) months past. But God be thanked we 
have at last got the restraint upon both taken otf and arc lading 
the Loyal Merchant upon which His Excellency Sir J. Gayer is 
come to Swally, which wo, hope will be effected in a few days. 1 

On the 2Cth December Sir William Norris the Ambassador sent 
out by the New Company made his entry into Surat. He was 
conducted by the governor, his son, the Hurcorra ( I/arkdra) and other 
officers from Roan (Bander) (a place, about two miles out of town), 
to the governor’s house, where they left him, the governor’s soldiers 
accompanying him on to Sir Nicholas’ house. He presented the 
governor with one of his best palanquins and 100U gold mohors, 
to the governor’s son he gave 560, and to the Vaknavis (newsman) 
and Ilark/ira (intelligencer) 150 each—a fine reward for the good 
company he had of them. lie is designed to Court in (a few) days. 
We believe he has little to maintain his expense, and Sir Nicholas’ 
abilities arc but mean. What supplies he can afford him will be 
very slender. The next day Sir William Norris sent a summons to 
His Excellency Sir John Gayer and all English in or about Bur at 
to come and hoar his commission read. 2 3 * 

In January 1701 hot disputes are mentioned between President 
Colt of the Old Company and Sir Nicholas Waite. 5 On the 5th 
February 1701 orders from Delhi and from the Emperor himself 
reached the governor of Surnt. On the 8th about midnight the 
governor sent his son out of tho gates with upwards of one hundred 
men. This was not done so secretly but the old Factory had notice 
from the Secretary their friend and President Colt advisod Sir 
John Gayer thereof and reached his hand at S wally before 
morning. At Swally the Meer (Amir) appeared early in his usual 
hunting tent and sending notice thereof to Sir John Gayer then 
in bed lie immediately arose and invited the Meer within tho 
impaileur of the lodge. As the Meer oxcused himself Sir John 
went out towards him. On this the Meer’s men being directed, 
secured Sir John and his grenadiers. They then entered tho 
lodge and obliged tho Lady Gayer to rise out of tho bed, and carried 


1 Mr. S. Colt, President and Council to Fort St. George, 3rd December 1700, 

Eurat Fact. Out. L. Book 3 of 1677- 1700, 128-129. 

3 Surat President Mr. Colt and Council to Fort Ht. George President Mr, Thomas 
Pitt, 31st December 1700, Surat Fact. Out. L. Book 3 of 1077-1700, 131-132. 

3 Bombay Deputy Governor and Council to the Court of Directors, 17th January 

1701, Sec. Ont. Letter Book 7 of 1099-1702, 21. 
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her Mr. Somaster and othors, to accompany the Genet al to Surat 
before the Tavistock’s people bad notice or could corue ashore to 
their rescue. Being brought over the river in an open boat the lady 
was put into a hackery covered with a cloth and carried to the 
governor’s, where with Sir John and others she was confined to one 
room. Some hours later the governor sent for President Colt,, who 
going with two of his Council kept company with Sir John in the 
prison. 'Phis triumphant act, as it is esteemed of the Meer, was 
written that night to the Emperor to the no small dishonour of 
the old Company’s General of India, that need not have been 
surprised if had thought of that trust reposed in him and will not 
now easily be permitted going out of Surat before the whole 
demands of that Company are adjusted. 1 

On the 14th February on hearing of Sir John Gayer’s and Presi- 
den Colt’s imprisonment the Deputy Governor and Council at 
Bombay wrote to the Surat Factory: Yours without date wo 
received the last night by the machva. It was no small surprise 
and trouble to us to find the General with tho rest of our Bight 
Honourable Masters’ servants fallen into the hands of the barbarous 
and treacherous Moors. By this it cannot bo expected but our affairs 
in theso parts will greatly suffer till matters be regulated at borne 
between the two Companies. We do sincerely and heartily wish 
that those false aspersions and malicious proeeediugs of the new 
Company’s agents hero to the prejudice of our Masters will meet 
with that reward and punishment which they justly deserve. Sirs, 
we thank you for your advices and desire the continuance of the 
same from timo to time. For this purpose we have sent this small 
boat to attend you with four of our garrison topasses, not caring 
to trust any of our Englishmen, fearing they should he trepanned, 
or wilfully desert. We hope your next will bring us better tidings, 
at least that they permit the General to reside in tho factory. 
We shall take the necessary care for the preservation of the island, 
and discharge our trust with all faithfulness and diligence as yon 
may imagino, trusting to no false heathens or others of the now 
Company’s sorvauts, who most certainly have a hand in the present 
treachery. We hope you have secuied all the goods that were at 
Swally on board the ship Tavistock, which will bo a most acceptable 
piece of service to our Masters. 2 

With this the Bombay Council sent the following letter to 
Sir John Gayer: The day before wo designed to despatch the 
brigantine with her enordered pepper to your Excellency we 
had advices from Mr. Daniel Dubois and Captain Martin of the 
fatal accident happened to your Excellency in falling into the 
hands of the barbarous and treachorous Moors. We therefore think 
it not convenient to send the said brigantine but have taken her 
pepper on shore with a design to alter her according to your 
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1 Bombay to the Court, para. 21. Forrest’s Home Series, I. 227. 

2 Deputy Governor J. Burniston and Council (Messrs. W. Aislabie and B. Stacey) 
of Bombay to Mr. Daniel Dubois and Capt. Mathew Martin at Surat, 14th February 
1701, Sec, Out. Bettor Book 7 of 1609 -1702, 20. 
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Excellency’s directions if time will permit, for wo must keep all 
our vessels in readiness for fear of any design against the island. 
We do not reply to your Excellency’s last, not knowing but this may 
be intercepted by the infidels or others of our adversaries. We hope 
we shall speedily hear from your Excellency of your enlarge¬ 
ment and that they permit of your residing in the factory. Trusting 
in (fod for your releasemcnt in His due time and that the new 
Company’s agonts may meet their desorved punishment for so 
basely insinuating the heathens against all law and justice to the 
prejudice of our Masters’ interest. Wo shall take due care in the 
preservation of the island, not trusting to any of the false and 
perfidious barbarians nor the now Company’s servants. 1 * 

Next day (15th February) the Bombay Governor issued the 
following order to Lt. William Shaw : The treacherous Moors having 
on the 9th instant surprised our General and carried him with others 
of our Masters’ servants to Surat, is caution enough for us to be 
on our guard, not knowing their evil and treacherous designs. 
Therefore take care that you and all under you be on your defence, 
trusting to none of those barbarous heathens ; and that good watches 
he kept both day and night, advising us immediately if any thing 
more than ordinary should happen which God forbid. They add : 
We received two ofyoursby the Gentu soldiers ordered down, whom 
we returned to their respective posts about 11 o’clock that day. 
We would have you see what of them can bo brought to use fire 
arms and send us a list thereof. We shall take care to supply 
them with what we can, if they have not their own, only the 
subbed firs of each company must be obliged to seo the fire arms 
returned. Wc would likewise have you send for the voreadores and 
the chief fazindfirs, and raise the militia making the necessary 
ollicers of the former as is most fitting and as they can most agree 
among themselves, sending us a list of them. They are obliged to 
fiud their own arms and ammunition. If they have none at present 
let ns know what may be wanting, which they must expect to allow 
for hereafter. 3 * 

On the 22nd February the Bombay Council wrote to Surat : 
Wo have ready aud well manned a fleet of seven vessels. If his 
Excellency thinks fit we shall send them to tho river's mouth with 
one of the Council to wait his orders. All due care shall be taken 
of the island, being prepared to defend it against any assaults. 5 

On the 2Sth February, gladdened by the nows of Sir John 
Gayer’s release, the Bombay Council write to Surat: Wo heartily 
rejoice for the good news, ami we render all due praise and tliauks 
to Almighty God for your release from so close a confinement, 
and that it hath pleased Him to make our innoeonco appear and tho 
wicked designs of our malicious adversaries in their true colours 


1 Deputy Govr. J. Kuruiston awl Council at Bombay to the General Sir.T. Gayer 

President and Council at Surat, 14th Feb. 1701, See. Out. L. B. 7 of 1(109-1702, 30. 

3 Bom.Gov.Ord. to Lt. W. Shaw, 15th Feb. 1701, Sec. Out. L. Ti. 7 of 1099 - 1702, 31. 

3 Bombay Deputy Govr. Mr. BurniBton and Council to Messrs, Ephraim Benda 11 

and John Robinson at Surat, 22nd Feb. 1701, Sec. Out. 1.. It. 7 of 1609- 1702, 33. 
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before the face of the lioathens. Now Sir Nicholas may have time to 
look into his actions strictly examining himself and at last say: 
“ 0 what have I done !*' May the sliatno aud infamy to which he most 
maliciouly exposed his fellow-subjects together with all other his 
undigested politics fall heavy on his head, being but the just reward 
for such evil ministers. We hope with your Excellency that 
the general certificate sont to court attested by all the eminent 
merchants may meet with the desired effect to the confusion of our 
enemies. 1 

A letter of the 22nd March 1701 from the Bombay Council to 
the Kdrwfir factory gives details of what happened during Sir John 
Gayer’s confinement: Having this opportunity by a shibar bound 
to Goa, we are chiefly to advise you of our late troubles siuco the 
9th of the past month. His Excellency, my Lady, and several other 
gentlemen that were with him at Swaliy, were surprised by the 
governor’s son of Surat, with a retinue of about 50 horse and foot, 
and hurried up to Surat as prisoners in a disgraceful manner and 
there committed to the governor's house. This was done by an order 
from tho Delhi court, procured by Sir Nicholas Waite, the harkam 
of Surat, and others of his hellish crew. In the timo of his 
Excellency’s confineraentatthe governor’s house, being a bout fourteen 
days, soveral councils or arfdlata were held. All the officers with tho 
eminent merchants of the town wero summoned as likewise Sir 
Nicholas. To Sir Nicholas the governor said, I have now performed 
the king’s order which by your justification and promiso of doing 
great matters was procured in seizing the General. Comply with 
what you havo written and promised tho king, and I will deliver 
the General into your possession. After several debates and evasions 
of Sir Nicholas, he at last denied what he had caused the harlcdru 
to write, and in a manner everything else. So that the merchants 
derided him for his perfidious baseness, and drew up a writing of 
our innocence, signed by them all and also that rogue the 
harkdra, and sent up to the king which we hope may procure 
milder orders and better treatment for the future. You will doubt¬ 
less have a more full account of these transactions by return of 
your peons, who wait his Excellency's answer which so soon as 
received they shall be despatched to you. They have all been at tho 
factory over since tho 22nd last mouth but there is a guard of peons 
set without the gates which tho governor says cannot be taken off 
till further orders from tho king. 2 

Niue months later (31st Docember 1701) the following Consulta¬ 
tion is entered in tho Surat Factory Diary : Since our last the 
governor has forced the payment of the amount there advisod from 
the Dutch and Old Factory. The first are still confined and the 
latter shut up. The governor a few days past sent for Sir John 
Gayor, protending to see him out of kindness, when in truth it was 


* Bombay Deputy Governor and Council to Sir John Gayer, General and Council 
at Surat, 28th February 1701, See. Ont. Letter Book 7 of 1699 -1702, 35. 

2 Bombay Depy. Govr. to Karwir, 22nd March 1701, Sec, Out. Letter Book 7 of 
1699-1702, 43-44. 
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to deliver him and tho Council into tlie hand and charge of the 
kotwdl. The hotwal gave a receipt for their persons, and in his 
custody the chief broker continues prisoner, the governor threaten¬ 
ing, if he delivers not n faithful account in three days of the 
surplus which appears by their entries in and out at the custom 
house to remain in tho country, to force him to turn Moor. It 
is said within this nine days the Emperor lias sent down an 
irrevokable order signed by tbe Prime Vazir, published the 29tli 
instant, for the Old Factory satisfying all demands upon them. If 
sufficient ussets are not fonnd the factors arc to bo ignorniniously 
expelled the country, tho Emperor directing tho Sidi or Admiral to 
seize Bombay that is so slenderly garrisoned, that if attacked it will 
be easily carried. All this, they add, might have been prevented 
had the Factory employed their talent for the truo interest of their 
Masters which has suffered moro by their impolite and untoward 
heat, breaking through sacred promises and trusting to their 
unlimited power for corrupting all that gold will allure in tho whole 
managery of their affairs. They might have compounded and thereby 
established a friendship with these inhabitants for less than has 
been given to the governor for not executing tbe several orders for 
payment upon them and for defeating the embassy vainly projected 
for expelling your Honours out of Industrie In which last God be 
praised, they and their adherents being infallibly disappointed, 
will in favour to themselves assuredly charge all that can be 

invented for destroying.most valuable to man. In 

such discouraging circumstances are we for preserving your 
Honours being obliged to join with their mysterious and 
incumbered stock having not yet found any reason to suspect these 
proceedings can embroil your affairs when your Wurmans are- 
delivered (though most Europeans Jews and Gentiles are against 
that course), governing all our actions with those principles of virtue 

that our word is.with whom (we enjoy) credit beyond 

what we dare make uso of as affairs stand in Enropo. 1 

During 1700 and 1701, while the chief interest and excitement 
centred at Surat, the Bombay Council passed through a time of trouble- 
and alarm. Besides misunderstandings with the Sidi and frictions 
with the Portuguese the Marallias were unusually aggressive and 
Arab pirates played so bold a part against the Portuguese as to 
introduce a new element of danger. On the 16th February 1700 
Sir John Gayer the General at Bombay, wrote to the Dii-ectors: 
For that she had not their pass, the Portuguese have taken a 
small ship belonging to some country merchants and carried her 
into Goa. Of this vessel an Englishman that did belong to Captain 
Say was master and had goods. The man and his goods Commodore 
Littleton when at Goa required tho Viceroy to deliver him. An d 
because he did not, as we have heard, gave him threatening language 
in his letter as if ho would take one of their ships if he met with any 
for satisfaction. Afterwards between Goa and this place he met in 


1 Surat Consultation, 31st December 1701, Surat factory Diary 2 of 1099-1707, 
187 ■ 188, i'orrcst'u ilomc Series, 1. 229 - 230, 





Materials.) 


AND ISLAND. 


127 


the night with a Portuguese machva. hound to Goa with a great many 
letters and papers for the Viceroy. This machva in the night tiring 
some guns, though for what reason the Commodore knew not she 
being about two or three miles distance from him, gave her chase in 
the morning, supposing her to be a Shivaji or Malabdr pirate. Put 
it proving very little wind, he sent his boats armed to her with the 
King’s colours flying in his barge’s head. Notwithstanding which 
the Portuguese, taking as wo suppose the man-of-war to be pirates, 
discharged a volley of small shot at the barge. Upon this the 
barge fell astern to the long boat and towed her up and then 
boarded the machva and took her. In the skirmish one of the 
Commodore’s men was killed and two or three wounded and about 
10 of the Portuguese wounded. When the Commodore came hither 
he brought this machva with him and would have left her here, hut 
wo would not concern ourselves with her. At last he delivered 
her to the people that he took in her and sent her to the Captain 
General of the North for the Portuguese, with his letter to him, 
giving an account of the transaction. This business and the threat¬ 
ening message of the Commodore to the Viceroy hath so enraged 
tlio Captain General, who is very lately come to his station, that he 
hath raised and armed a great number of men and fitted out about 
50 mach.vds, as we are by all sorts of people informed, to invade 
this island. The maclivds last night were all seen off Mdhirn where 
it is reported they are designed to land. We can scarce believe 
they will be guilty of so rash an action, though it is certain as wo 
have heretofore advised your Honours their exorbitant pride and 
insolence prompt them almost to anything. About live days 
3ince they fired two shots at one of your niachvds as she passed by 
one of their small forts to the northward, though she had her 
colours flying. Since then they have stopped all provisions from 
coming to the island. All this puts the poor inhabitants into such a 
consternation that they think of nothing but flying off the island 
to save their little, for fear they should lose all as they did when the 
Sidi landed. By this your Honours may perceive that if a 
course be not taken some way or other to correct the unparalleled 
pride and insolence of these Portuguese, no merchants of any 
worth will ever settle on Bombay whereby to increase its revenue. 
On the contrary it will go less daily by reason of the inhabitants 
fears from the Portuguese Moors and Shi vdjis, against whom 
they are sensible we have not strength to defend the island, 
though wo may the fort. Should those vain rash Portuguese 
invade the island, we will do our utmost to repel them. But as we 
have formerly advised, we are in great want of small arms and 
hand granadoes, great quantity thereof being embezzled in the war, 
and small recruits come out these last seven years. We also want 
a supply of English powder. 1 

Five days later (February 21st) Sir John Gayer resumed: In 
our last we advised your Honours of the threats of the Portuguese 
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1 Letter from the General and Deputy Governor and Council at Bombay to the 
Court of Directors, 16th February 1700, para. 23, in See. Out. L. B. 7 of 1699 -1702. 
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who with the machvds anchored the 15th instant off Mahim river. 
Next day they stood in pretty near this road and afterwards pro¬ 
ceeded to their armada lately come from Goa, which lay off at anchor 
before Chnul, all according to their accustomed pride vanity and folly 
breathing out threatening;! against this island. At night seven sail 
of Arabs appeared before Versiva (Vesdva). Next day they landed a 
number of men (how many we know not) at Manora a little to the south¬ 
ward thereof, and burnt several of the Portuguese aldeas or farms. 
This put the Portuguese twenty times faster on the run to this 
island for shelter than they by their threats had caused the inhabitants 
of the said island to fly to them. N ext day the Arabs assaulted Vesdva 
fort and took*it, presently putting the Portuguese of all sorts to the 
sword. This hath possessed them with such a panic fear that several 
thousands of the inhabitants of their country are fled hither with 
the Padre Superior of Bandra and several Kuropeails in offices of 
trust, leaving that place for the Arabs to destroy without resist¬ 
ance. The Arabs fearing they shall meet with opposition have 
not hitherto been so courageous as to attempt Mdhim. Those 
last three days we have not heard of any action on one side 
or other. If the Arabs would follow the stroke they might be 
master of all Salsette in two days without any considerable opposi¬ 
tion from the Portuguese though but the day before the Arabs’ in¬ 
vasion the Portuguese were so proudly conceited of their opinionated 
valour that they had almost div ided Bombay in their imaginations 
amongst them. The Arab ships still lie before Vesdva which makes 
the Portuguese think that they are fortifying that place more strongly 
in order to their holding it. The Portuguese armada consisting of 
two ships, one about 40 the other 28 guns, with two ketches of about 
14 guns each and two galivats of about 6 guus each, with about 40 
boats of war and about 10O merchants’ small vessels lie at Chaul 
without endeavouring anything that we yet hear of to the relief 
of their country. Neither do we hear that their new vain proud 
Captain General makes any provision by land to oppose the Arabs. 
If the Arabs should fortify Vesdva to that degree us to keep the 
placo, they will be ill neighbours. If care be not taken by the 
Europe nations to correct their piratical growing insolence, in a little 
time they will lx; formidable in these seas as they daily increase 
their number of shipping of considerable force and entertain all 
rascally deserters of Europeans of all sorts. 

We have put this island into the best posture of defence we can, 
though it is not our opinion that they will at this time assault us. 
Still, if they are not checked in their career, the commodiousness 
of the harbour for the winter will hereafter induce them to 
endeavour to gain it. Though the place they have now in their 
possession will harbour any of their ships in the river clear of 
all danger, but the going in and out is difficult. We have received 
no letters from Surat these thirteen days ; therefore suppose the 
Portuguese have intercepted all both from them and us. 1 


1 Bombay to the Court of Directors, 21st February 1700, See. Out. L, B. 7 of 
1099 -1702. 
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Some months after Sir John Gayer left for Burnt. In January 1701 
the Deputy Governor of Bombay sent him the following: Lieutenant 
Shaw advises its that the Portuguese have placed guards at Bandra 
and over against Sion, hindering provisions from being brought 
over, or our inhabitants that are there to return. Of this there is 
no real certainty as yet. We believe it only a bounce as usual from 
those proud and beggarly people. Their pretence for this action 
is that we. are spies and keep a machva and bonny boat abroad 
to advise their enemies the Shivajis and Arabs of their strength. 
This their foolish jealousies and fear together with their arrogancy 
and pride will at one. time or other prove fatal to them. If we 
hear of any further certainty of this, or that they should proceed 
to any acts of hostility, we shall nee the necessary diligence to 
prevent such their evil designs and have a watchful eye over 
them. 1 

A week later, on the 30th January 1701, the Deputy Governor of 
Bombay issued the following order to Lieut. Shaw : Mr. Aislabie 
is gone to M ahim, from whom you will receive the necessary 
orders concerning the smack and machva having sent Serjeant 
Moore and nine topasses to be employed in them as shall be thought 
fit. We have ordered both of them to lie on the side over against 
Curlce (Kurla) Block House at the usual place as formerly, which 
wo suppose both this and Boatswain Wright are acquainted with 
to prevent the Portuguese blocking up the passage of the river and 
to protect such boats as belong or others that are coming to the 
island with batty. We have likewise ordered Mr. Wright if on 
occasion of the Portuguese committing any acts of hostility, of 
which he cannot timely advise us, to follow your orders and do you 
forthwith advise us thereof. In case there bo any numbers of 
batty boats coining to the island, we have ordered Boatswain Wright 
with the machva to weigh anchor and sail in company of them to 
protect them from the Portuguese. 3 

A week later (5th February 1701) the Deputy Governor wrote: 
The Portuguese still continue to impede all manner of provisions 
coining to this island. Various are the reports given out on this 
account. The chief reason, as we can learn, is occasioned by their 
armada which is at present at Bassein and Vesava, doing what they 
are accustomed to do whilst they are there. We suppose when 
they are gone there will be free passage as formerly. They are 
bound as we hear for the Gulf of Persia. lie continues: About ten 
days ago the Portuguese from their block house at Curley (Kurla) 
fired several small shots at boats coming over to this island with 
rice to command them thither. This bein^ a thing unusuat and to 
prevent their blocking the passage of the river we sent to Sion the 
smack and small machva to lie over against the said block house. 
They were ordered to secure the passage of the river, and convoy 
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1 Bomb. Den, Govr. Mr. John Burniston and Council to Surat, 23rd January 1701, 
See. Out. L. B, 7 of 1099 -1702, 23. 

1 Bombay Govt, to Lieut. Shaw, 30th January 1701, Sec. Out. L. B. 7 of 1699- 
1702, 20. 
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in all such boats as are bound hither without giving any manner 
of occasion of offence, but to defend themselves if assaulted. Since 
which we have not heard of any further firing. 1 

A fortnight later (22nd February 1701) the Deputy Governor 
resumes: The Portuguese flourish is over and provisions are brought 
to the island as formerly. 2 3 * 

On the 9 th August the Deputy Governor addressed Lieut. Shaw : 
This evening the Deputy Governor received a letter from Alvaro 
Muzello wherein he writes that the Portuguese inhabitants of the 
Cassabi of Mahim were alarmed with a notion of a parcel of Shivdji 
galivats being abroad (as they feared) with a design upon this 
island. It being now the time that they venture out, you are 
hereby ordered to direct (for the present) such as were the militia 
before the wars to watch for the better security of the island and 
its inhabitants. 8 

On the 26th August Lieut. Shaw T received orders requiring him 
upon no account except in his own defence to discharge any one or 
more of his great guns at any boat that shall pass up or down M&him 
river, at the same time advising him to prevent any infringement of 
Bombay privileges or any defrauds in the customs or disrespect, 
and promising very speedily to send one of the large mnchvaa to lie 
and cruize in the said river. This order Lieut. Shaw was directed 
to observe. When the machm was with him he was, without 
any blood being shed, to cause all boats that passed up or down 
the said river to pay the customary duties except the King of 
Portugal's own boats which he was to let pass without interrup¬ 
tion. 1 

On the 29th November this order was issued to Corporal John 
Mitchell: These are to order you to weigh your anchor and having 
received on board Captain Stacy’s son-in-law, make the best of your 
way to Robin the Butcher’s island, hearing the Portuguese have been 
there and cut down several trees, lixamine into that matter, then 
return and bring an account thereof. 5 * * 

Two years later (January 1704) the following details are given 
of an engagement between the Portuguese and Arabs : The 22nd 
in the evening the Portuguese, being seven capital ships, weighed 
in the road, berthing themselves opposite to the same number of 
Arabs. About four o’clock the Portuguese began to assault the 
Arabs very briskly. They fought an hour at anchor, and, night 
coming on, the two greatest of the Arabs cut, and making the 
best of their way out to sea, were pursued by all the Portuguese 


1 Bombay Deputy Governor and Council to Surat General Sir John Gayer and 
Council, 5th February 1701, Sec, Out. L. 1$. 7 of 1099 - 1702, 27 . 

2 Bom. to Surat, 22nd Feb. 1701, Sec. Out. Better Book 7 of 1699-1702, 3-4. 

3 Bombay Goyt. Order to Lieut. W. Shaw, 9th Auguit 1701, Sec. Out L. B. 7 of 
1099-1702,70. 

1 Bombay Uo/t. Order to Lieut. W. Shaw, 2Gtli August 1701, Sec. Out. L. B. 7 of 
1699- 1702, 74-76. Forrest’s Home Series, I. 167. 

5 Bombay Deputy Governor and Council to Corporal John Mitchell, 29th Novem¬ 

ber 1701, Sec, Out. L. B. 7 of 1699- 1702, 103. Forrest’s Home Series, I. 168. For 

the name Bobiu the Butcher, see below note 5u at the end of the Chapter, 
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The rest of the Arabs endeavoured coming over the bar into the 
river. The seven Portuguese chased the two largest of their 
ships that they pretend slipped them in the night and went their 
way down the coast. The Catherin relates the largest of the 
Arabs was at one time battered by five Portuguese that got 
nothing but shame and dishonour by the bargain, making no better 
use of such a favourable opportunity for destroying them, three of 
the Arabs’ capital ships being then in the river. 1 

The following are instances of the ferry convoy and other petty 
civilities by which the Bombay Government strove to keep on good 
terms with both Sidi and Maratlui. Orders issued on 17th July 
1701 to Mr, Duuren : Permit ten of the Shivdjis belonging to their 
galivat to come on shore to dinner, but let none of them bring arms 
with them. 2 * 4 * 6 * 

To Nnsigu William Moore, the 3rd August: On receipt hereof repair 
on board the Right Honourable Company’s double masted mac he a 
and carry her to the Custom House Bay where you must wait the 
coming out of the passage boat which you are to convoy as far as 
the mouth of Trombay, there being a Mughal’s officer on board. 
Having conducted him thither return with all expedition. 11 

To Mr. Bartlett, the 20th September: On receipt hereof, having 
all your men on board, with the eleven of the Sidi's people and 
your five Cowries (kharvis or seamen) whom we have ordered on you, 
weigh your anchors and make the best of your way to Ondry where 
being arrived, land the foresaid people with all convenient speed and 
without anchoring if possible. That being done, make the best of 
your way hither again. But forasmuch as you are not thoroughly 
acquainted with the passage, wo would have you refer to your 
tindal as to carrying the vessel into that port and bringing her 
out again. 1 

To Mr. George Ward, Master of the Benjamin yatch (yacht), 
the 24th March 1702: On receipt hereof the Sidi being on board, 
wind and tide permitting, weigh your anchors and make the best 
of your way to Ondry. Being there arrived you are to land him 
with all convenient speed and then to make the best of your way 
back again to this port. While the Sidi is on board let him be 
treated civilly. 8 

To Mr. Lott of the Josia, the 3rd April: On receipt hereof the 
Ooosberdars (probably Gazbarddrs that is rod or mace bearers) and 
their people being on board, and wind and tide permitting, 
weigh your anchors and make the best of your way to Danda 
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1 Surat Council, 25th January 1704. Forrest’s Homo Series, T. 266. 

- The Secretary Mr. Warring by order of the Deputy Governor to Mr. Van 
Ruureu and Mr, Hartley, dated Bombay Castle, 17th July 1701, Sec. Out. Letter Book 
7 of 1699 • 1702, 65. 

5 Bom. Gov. Order to Ensign W. Moore, 3rd August 1701, Sec. Out- Letter Book 7 
of 1899- 1702, 69. 

4 The Deputy Governor and Council to Mr. Richard Bartlett, 20th September 1701, 

Sec. Out. Letter Book 7 of 1699 • 1702, 83. 

6 Boaibay Deputy Governor and Council to Mr. Goo’ge Ward, Master of the 

Benjamin Yatch, 24tlv March 1702, See. Out. Letter Book 7 of 1699 ■ 1702, 144. 
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Rajpuri, taking under your convoy and charge the boat that your 
necessaries and lumber are on board of. Being arrived at that 
port, land the said Goosberdars with all expedition. That being 
done make as speedy return as possible. While the Goosberdars are 
on board let them be treated civilly. 1 

To Captain Ward on the 9th May: These are to order you to 
receive on hoard Devaon (Divvdn) Abdul Gapliur and his people with 
their necessaries and transport them to Ondry. Likewise goes with 
you one of the Sidi’s boats whom you are to take under your convoy; 
also take the two-masted machvda to accompany you. When you 
hove seen them safe ashore return with all expedition. 2 

During the whole two years (1700 and 3701) both Martfthiis and 
Sidis required constant watching. On the 28th November 1700, 
very soon after Sir John Gayer had left Bombay, the Deputy 
Governor wrote to Surat: We shall according to your Excellency's 
orders hasten the fitting the smack and two machvda. In the 
meantime we think of sending out the viachra and bonny boat to 
cruize between Bassein and Mahhn to bring in what merchants’ 
vessels they shall meet with, the Shivajis having as we are informed 
taken two boats belonging to the island since your Excellency 
went. 3 

On the 28th December (1700) they resume: We continue the 
bonny boat and machra cruizing and have not since heard of any 
acts of hostility committed by the Shivajis on any vessels belong¬ 
ing to the island. They have returned the two shikars with the 
cargoes taken before your Excellency went lienee. The smack is 
launched and with the two machvds si mil befitted with all expedi¬ 
tion. She will be sufficient for cruizing and convoys. And we 
shall use our endeavours with the merchants to pay sufficient 
convoy money to defray the charges of all. 4 

In the .same letter Mr. Burni.ston notices: Captain Colliere met 
in his way with eight sail of Ara’s. As they showed no colours 
at first he obliged one of them by firing a shot thwart his forefoot 
to scud his Ixiat on board and give an account who they were. 
They told they were bound to Diu. 

He adds: We shall not molest the Shivajis if they do not molest 
us, keeping always cruizors out to oblige them to civility. 5 

On the 13th March 1701, the Deputy Governor of Bombay 
wrote to Sir John Gayer in Surat: The Marrithds are become our 
enemies as appears by their taking several vessels belonging to the 
island. At the same time they came in here pretending to make 
satisfaction for what they formerly robbed and to restore what was 


1 Bom. Gov. to Mr. Charles Lott, Master of the Josia Brigantine, Bombay Castle, 
3rd April 1702, in See. Out. Letter Book 7 of Hill!) -1702, 147. 

s Bom. Gov. Order to Captain George Ward, llth May 1702, Sec. Out. Letter Book 7 
of 1 HO!)-1702, l(ir,. 

■ Bombay to Surat, 2Sth Nov. 1700, See. Out. L. Book 7 of 169!) -1702, 1-2. 

4 Horn, to Surat, 2Sth Deo. 1700, See. Out. Letter Book 7 of 1699-1702, 12. 

‘B un. to Swat, 2Siii Dec. 1700, Sec. Out. Letter Book 7 of 1699-1702, 13, 15. 
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lately taken. We find all a mere pretence and only to bring 
further trouble on us as your Excellency and Council will see by 
Sidi’s letters which we herewith remit together with our answer. 
We assure your Excellency we have not permitted the Marathds to 
carry the least thing from hence nor of late to stay in the port 
that we may not give the Sidi any disgust. Of two evils it is best 
to choose the least esteeming it better. If forced to be at variance 
with either, it is best to quarrel with the Mardthris, though we 
shall do our endeavour to keep fair with both. The Portuguese 
take the opportunity to do us all the unkind offices that nmy be, as 
we are informed. While Droab (Dorabji) was with the hidi, he 
caused his Portuguese Sirwan (escl'ivan) or vniter to read the 
Captain of Chaul’s letter then received. The Captain acquainted 
him that the Shivdjis had little or no powder or ball in Koldba, but 
he knew from whence they would be supplied and that boats were 
gone for it, meaning to Bombay, as the Sidi told Droab. We also 
boar that while one of the Subheddrs from Cundry was here one 
Manoell JVlorais De Carvalhios came to Mahim to treat with the 
said Subheddr. On what account we cannot as yet learn, but in a 
day or two shall be able to further advise. 1 

A fortnight later (26th March) the Bombay Deputy Governor wrote 
to the Court: The Sidi and the Shivdjis have had several skirmishes 
of late. The Sidi with a considerable force both by sea and land, 
hath laid siege to a small fort called Koldba (off Alibag) within four 
or five leagues of this port. He hath assaulted and endeavoured 
to scale it, but without success, being forced to retreat with the 
loss of a great many men as reported. This loss hath so aggravated 
him that he sticks not to lay the cause of his ill success on us, 
writing a very peremptory letter falsely accusing us with assisting 
his enemies with ammunition. Our ill neighbour the proud ami 
beggarly Portuguese is not wauting on such occasions to do us 
all unkind offices. He is the person that insinuated the Sidi into 
a belief hereof, but we have undeceived him and made it appear to 
the contrary to his satisfaction. The Shivdjis are in reality friends 
to none, but as pirates and rovers take all vessels they can over¬ 
power. These disturbances have occasioned us to be on our guard 
and prepared to receive any that shall presume to any attempt. 2 

Two days later (28th March) Mr. J. Burniston, the Deputy Gov¬ 
ernor, writes to Surat: At present there is no light understanding 
between the Sidi and Shivdjis. In the latest skirmish the Sidi 
as reported hath had a considerable loss, though by his letters to us 
(Bombay Governor) which go herewith, giving an account of the 
action, he pretends the contrary. He hath been very urgent with 
ns to send a chyrurgeon to dress his wounded men saying he would 
bear all charges and look on it as a great favour done to the king 
his master. Dr, Thompson proffering his service, we consented to 
his going, who desired we would spare the black fellow that assists 
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1 Horn. Deputy Governor Mr. Burniston and Council to Sir John Gayer and Council 
at Surat, 13th March 1701, Sec. Out. Letter Book 7 of 1699- 1702, 42-43. 

* Bombay to Court, 26th March 1701, Sec. Out. Letter Book 7 of 1699 ■ 1702, 4G. 
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in the hospital for two or three days in case he should have occa¬ 
sion to make any amputations ; that there was none to be got herd 
that knew how to assist so well as him ; and that Dr. Skinner had 
no cause to complain of our ordering any of his assistants away 
as he did not need them at that time, having hut three sick in the 
hospital. The Deputy Governor ordered Mr. Forbes to write 
Dr. Skinner a note, copy of which we here remit. His most scurrilous 
answer, also remitted, shows the pride and factiousness of that vain 
man of whom we could give a larger character of his abuses and 
disobedience to Government making him sensible of them, but 
thought it more tit for crimes of the nature to wait your Excel¬ 
lency’s orders. 1 

In the same letter the Deputy Governor adds: The Sidi still 
continues his siege without doing any great matters at Kolriba. 
We shall be watchful to give a w r arm welcome to the ShivYijis 
or any others who may presume to attempt any thing on this 
island. 2 * 

On the 29 th August 1701 Lieut. Shaw has these orders to prevent 
the evasion of customs dues: Herewith comes one of the Right 
Honourable Company’s madtvd.fi manned us usual to whom you 
must give orders to constrain any merchants’ vessels that shall 
endeavour to evade it to come to the custom house and pay the 
usual duties there. When the weather is fair, let her every now 
and then go out aud cruize off the river’s mouth, hut let her not 
fail of returning again every time she goes out to her station in 
the river ere night. She is to remain with you to he employed as 
above mentioned until we shall order to the contrary. 8 

Other orders issue from time to time to keep a watch on 
suspicious Mardtha Arab French and other vessels. To 
Mr. Mercer on the 8th October 1701 : On receipt of this repair on 
board the Right Honourable Company’s Sittee and having all your 
men and provisions on board, and wind and tide permitting, weigh 
your anchors and make the best of your way out of the harbour. 
Between the mouth of the harbour and the point of Malabrfr Hill 
you are to cruize till we shall order the contrary. If within the 
bounds and time of your cruize you should happen to meet with 
any ShivAji or other boats that have taken any boat or boats 
belonging to this island, you are to endeavour to retake it or them. 
This you may effect without much trouble. For if you chase them 
we doubt not but they will let such prize or prizes go rather than 
pretend to stand the brunt unless they know themselves strong 
enough to cope with you, which if you perceive you must not be 
so rash as to run the vessel or yourselves into danger. Likewise 
if in your said cruize you should spy any ship or ships in the offing 
and can discover what it or they be without hazarding the safety of 
your boat and men which you must on no account do, make the 
best of your way into-the road and acquaint us therewith. Fail 


1 Bombay to Surat, 28th March 1701, Sec. Out. Letter Book 7 of 1699-1702, 48. 

2 Bombay to Surat, 28th March 1701, in Sec. Out. Letter Book 7 1699-1702, 51, 

1 Bom, Gov. Order to Lt. Shaw, 29th Aug. 1701, Sec. Out. L. B. 7 of! 699-1702, 76. 
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not, if possibly you can, of returning into this road every night and 
of bringing the vessel to anchor in or nigh her usual berth. You 
are not to molest the Shivajis upon any account whatsoever 
otherwise than as before directed. 1 

To Lieut. Shaw on the 20th November 1701 : We received both 
yours this afternoon. According to the account given yon by the 
Serjeant of the machva Kaols we believe them to be Arabs’ ships 
which you may have further notice of by to-morrow. Meantime see 
and call the militia together that you may be ready on any occasion 
if they should make any assault on the island to receive them and 
defend yourselves. Give order likewise to all the outworks at 
Warli to be on their duty, keeping a strict watch taking the Gentu 
soldiers off from the work they are about. And see and order them 
as you think most convenient that they may not be surprized. 
Powder shall be sent you to-night and what else you want let us 
know. You must supply the militia. We now send you our small 
fleet which place between Warli point and Bdndra. If the Arabs 
should offer to come into our river resist them, or if they should be 
landed on our island before our fleet arrive, then let the fleet go 
where the Arab boats are, and use their utmost diligence to cut 
them off. By no means offer to board them lost they should 
overpower our vessels. Send the small machva to see what further 
discovery they can make, but be sure they take care not to run in 
danger. We send up Ensign Moore to your assistance. Be sure 
to let us hear from you as often as occasion offers. By the fleet 
we send you two barrels English powder, a thousand musquet balls, 
five hundred flints', and fifty cwt. of match. If the Arabs should 
come with a great fleet of boats, which they commonly do on such 
occasions and some very large that carry five or six guns and a 
great many men, then let our fleet weigh and retire under protection 
of the fort. But keep firing on them as we retire and take the 
opportunities of destroying said boats if they should land. 2 * 

To Lt. Shaw on the 25th November 1701: We have ordered this 
night our three macfttds to anchor in the Back Bay, hearing a 
large fleet of the Shivdjis are out. Jn case they meet with no Shivajis, 
then in the morning to make the best of their way to Mahim. 
On their arrival we would have you order the Sittee with you to 
join with them, and proceed as far as Vesdva and then return to 
their usual berths if they meet with no opposition. We likewise 
order you to deliver powder and ball to the militia and order them 
to be in a readiness in case of any alarm. We would have you 
keep a man at Yesava to advise the transactions of the Shivajis, 
of which give us due intelligence. 5 

To Mr. Ward on the 12th August 1702 : On receipt hereof 
uncover the vessel, hoist her yards and top masts, bend all her 
sails, load all her guns with shot and cartridge, and put her in all 
respects in the great readiness and best posture of defence you can. 


1 Bom. Gov. to Mr. John Mercer, 8th Oct. 1701, Sec. Ont.L. B.7 of 1699-1702, 81-82. 

2 Bom. Gov. to Lieut. Shaw, 20th Nov. 1701, Sec. Out.L, B. 7 of 1699-1702, 96-97. 

*Bom, Gov. to Lieut. Shaw, 2Eth Nov. 1701, Sec. Out .L, B. 7 of 1699-1702, 100. 
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The ship that was seen to the northward for six or seven days past 
came yesterday in the evening about the point ol‘ Old Woman’s 
Island. It is as we are informed a French ship. She is now riding 
at anchor off this harbour. 1 

To Mr. Charles Lott, the 25th August 1702: On receipt hereof, 
the weather being fair, weigh your anchors and sail out as far as 
tlie reef of Old Woman’s island. Between which and this road 
cruize till the flood is made, with which you must return to your 
usual berth here, unless in the evening you shall see any boats at 
the outermost fishing stakes. In such case you are to bring the 
vessel to an anchor as near the stakes as conveniently you can. 
Continue there all the night, if the weather will permit you with 
safety so to do, to protect them from molestation from the ShivAjis 
or others, returning next morning to inform us what occurrences 
you.shall have met with. 2 

To Lt. Shaw, 19th December 1702: When the machva goes out 
a cruizing, order her not to go far off and not to go near any largo 
vessel she may see, unless they know her full well to bo no enemy but 
to belong to this island, for that we hour Kdnhoji Angria with a 
grab and ten or twelve galvets is abroad to the northward. 3 

To Lt. Shaw, 22nd December 1702: This accompanies one of our 
matrosscs and five European sentinels to go on hoard the machva, 
who on their arrival, put on hoard her, and give Corporal Mitchell 
orders, "wind and tide permitting, to weigh and stand out early 
to-morrow morning to cruize between Vesrtva and the point of 
Malabdr Hill to observe as far an possible the motion of Kbnhqji 
Angria and his fleet. If they shall attack or take any vessels 
bouud to this port, order Corporal Mitchell to use his utmost 
endeavour to defend or redeem the captures; but on no other account 
to molest the Angrifls unless they assault him. In such case he is to 
do them all the damage ho can. What ammunition she will now have 
occasion for more than is on hoard her, you must supply her with ; 
an account of which send us and the same quantity shall he 
returned you from this garrison. 4 

Among the civil or domestic orders of these years the following 
may be noted : To Ensign Shaw, the 8th April 1095. These are 
to enordcr you when any Callimbines and Bundcrines (Kunbis 
and Bhandaris) which live in the addas (v&dis or gardens) come to you 
for a chit to have the country music that you give them one without 
taking anything from them. Likewise you are to take notice that 
the Serjeant of Sion is ordered to give chits to those people that 
live near to his post. You are to give no chit for the country music 
on the Sabbath day. Similar order to Serjeant Swan. 5 


1 Bom. Gov. Order to Mr. George Ward, Master of the Benjamin Yatch, 12th 
August 1702, Sec. Out, I,. B. 7 of 1699-1702. 183. 

* Bom. Gov. Order to Mr, Charles Lott, Master of the Josiah Brigantine, 25th 
August 1702, See. Out. L, B, 7 of 1699 -1702, 186. 

3 Bom, Gov. to Lieut. Shaw, 19th Dec. 1702, Sec, Out. L. B. 7 of 1699-1702, 216. 

4 Bom. Gov. to Lieut. Shaw, 22nd Dec. 1702, Sec. Out. L. B. 7 of 1699-1702, 216. 

-* Bom. Gov. Orders to Ensign W. Shaw and Seri. Swan, 8th April 1695, Sec. Out. 
L. B, 5 of 1694-1696, 41-42. 
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Of domestic difficulties the Deputy Governor reports the followin'*’ 
to Surat ami to the Court in November 1700 and March 1701; 
On the 24th instant (November 17-00), in the evening happened a very 
unlucky passage between Mr. Enoch Walsh and Mr. Ralph Hartley, 
the latter being wounded in three places. These at first we did not 
know but might prove mortal. Rut by God Almighty’s providence 
he is finally recovered and the doctor says there is no danger. 
Mr. Walsh is close prisoner in one of the chambers over the prison 
in the fort, where he shall continue till your Excellency’s further 
pleasure is known concerning him, as likewise about Mr. Hartley. 1 

On the 27th March they write: Mr. Thomas Woodford ono of 
your Honours’ factors that came out in the Thomas and was em¬ 
ployed in your Custom House here for the receiving of the revenues, 
proved very unfaithful in squandering and making away a consider¬ 
able sum of your Honours’ cash as appears by the enclosed 
account. He did clandestinely leave the island and was absent 
about two months, but returning wo secured him and is at present 
under confinement in the garrison. We should have sent him home 
by the ship but that there were too many such ordered on her, 2 

On the 2Hth March they resume (to Sural) : As t,o Hall, had 
there been any hopes of reclaiming him by being reduced as your 
Excellency is ploased to direct, we should have done it. Rut as 
lie is a restless factious and turbulent spirited man ever promoting 
and carrying on his rascally designs he would be always seducing 
others to be confederates with him. Therefore as you were pleased 
to leave it to us, we thought it with submission much better to be 
rid of such a scabby sheep that he might not infect the flock. So 
have sent him home on the Tavistock , s In the same letter thoy 
continue: Mr. Harbin is reclaimed aud diligent in business, promis¬ 
ing never to be guilty of such errors in future. We hope now 
Mr. Walsh and other factious persous being gone, we shall And move 
quietness. If any prove disobedieut aud disturbors to the Govern¬ 
ment, we shall not fail to advise well knowing your Excellency will 
order them their due deserts. 4 

The wished-for quietness docs not seem to have come. On the 
20th August on a report from Lieut. Sliaw that a Proclamation had 
been torn down by some person unknown, the Deputy Governor 
regretted there should be any person on ibis island so disrespectful 
to Government as to tear a Proclamation. Since there i.s and that 
so high a misdemeanour may (if possible) be duly rewarded, Lieut. 
Sliaw was ordered to give public notice that any person that shall 
discover the said offenders shall be lit>erally rewarded. 5 

On the 19th September 1701 in consequence of the robbery of 
several Moormens’ houses orders were issued that no Cofferies 
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1 Bombay Deputy Governor and Council to Surat, 28th November 1700 Sec Out. 
L. B 7 of 1699-1702, 2. 

5 Bombay to Court, 27th March 1701, See. Out. T,. B. 7 of 1 <>99 -1702, 40 , 

5 Bombay to Surat, 28th March 1701, Sec. Out. I.. B. 7 of 1099-1702, 47. 

1 Bombay to Surat, 2Sth March 1701, See. Out, L. B. 7 of 1099 - J702, 49. 

* Bom. Gov, Order to Lieut. Sliaw, 26th August 1701, Sec. Out. Letter Book 7 of 
1699 ■ 1702, 74, Forrest's Home Soiies, I. 167. 
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that is Zanzibar slaves be permitted to go off the island, either at 
Miiliiiu Warli or Sion. 1 

The 1702 records contain notices of three matters of some interest, 
the improvement of M&him fort in June, the celebration of the 
accession of Queen Anne in early November, and late in the same 
month a severe hurricane. Of the improvement of Mahim fort the 
following details are preserved in a consultation of the Surat Council 
dated 12th June 1702 : 

About the beginning of last rains (1703) the governor of 
Surat having given us cause to suspect that he had a design to 
invade Bombay, we ordered tho Deputy Governor and Council to 
consult with the engineer and commission oflicers about adding 
some strength to the little fort at Mahim with all possible speed, 
allowing them to spend three thousand Xerapliins thereon if need 
required it. Now after they had made some progress herein they 
wrote us that it would cost more than we had allowed them to 
bestow on it. In answer to which we wrote that though it did, they 
should use all possible diligence to finish it. When we thought it 
had been near done, they sent us a model of what they designed to 
erect, noting how far the work was carried on and how much it had 
and would cost. The sum expended was Xs. 11397, and the work was 
not more than one-sixth completed. At all this we were extremely 
surprised, but they laid the blame on Mr. Van Duuron who made 
such an erroneous computation. Now we were not only surprised 
at the extraordinary charge that it would amount to, but that the 
work was not above one-sixth part done, which we designed for 
an immediate strength to the island, in case it should be invaded 
by the Moors or Portuguese, with whom we had reason to expect 
a breach and that speedily. Another thing that troubled us much 
was our fear that in time the sea might wash part of it away, 
and then so much money would be ill bestowed. However, 
seeing they hud gone on so far and that it would add great 
strength to the island when finished and greatly augment the 
custom of Mahim, we ordered that if they could he assured that 
it would be in no danger from the sea, they should use all 
possible diligence to get it finished. 2 3 

In the matter of Queen Anne’s -accession on the 4th November 
1702 fjt. Shaw received tho following orders : The enclosed is copy 
of the proclamation for Queen Anne by which do you about the 
hour of 10 to-morrow morning proclaim her at Mdhim in public, 
the militia and all your garrison soldiers being under arms, and 
all the eminent merchants and inhabitants of the Cassaby assembled, 
As soon as the proclamation is read, give threo Hussaees. Then cause 


1 Horn. Gov. Orders to Lieut. Sharv and Serjeant Barlow, 19th September 1701 
See. Out. L. B. 7 of 1699 - 1702, 79. Lieut. Shaw was in charge of Mahim Warli anc 

Sion ports and forts and Serjeant Barlow of MAzgaon port. See page 71 of the sami 
volume. Captain Mitchell George was in charge of Dongri fort (11th August 1701) 
When he became sick he gave over charge to Ensign William Sheppard. 

3 Surat Consultation, 12th June ]702, Surat Fact. Diary 3 of 1701-4, 31. Forrest’i 

HoSie Series, I. all. 
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the militia to fii’o three volleys, and then discharge as many of your 
great guns as conveniently you can. In the evening perform the 
usual solemnity for the day by milking a bonfire. 1 

About three weeks later all the small boats of the island are said 
to have beeu destroyed by a furious storm 2 On the 30th November 
the Bombay Government issued the following orders to Lieutenant 
Shaw: All the Right Honourable Company's mango and such like 
trees blown down in the late hurricane, you are to take under 
your care preserving for the Company’s use such part of them as 
may be fit for timber. The rest we would have you sell to the 
cliunam makers at the best rate you can, it hieing good wood for 
their use. 3 4 About a fortnight later a second order issued : Sell 
what you can of the Right Honourable Company’s palmeers that 
were blown down; also of the jack trees that are not lit for plank, 
but such as are, preserve for that use. 1 

The first main division of Bombay history closes with the union 
of the Old and New Companies. Notice of the union and details of 
the articles which had been accepted in London on the 1st January 
1702 reached Surat iu December 1702. A Consultation at Surat 
dated the 9th December records the following details: The 4th 
instant late at night, received letters dated the 12th October from 
the President aud Council of the Coast, inclosing 21 articles for a 
union agreed between the two Companies in January 1702, the 
same confirmed by a letter they received by the Coir faster from 
the Court of Directors dated the 10th January last (1702) (copy of 
which likewise enclosed), informing them, that tho general Courts of 
both Companies (Bnglish aud London)- had vcmhie roiitnolirente 
agreed upon a union, which was then being drawn into form by 
Council,and would be completed iu ulittle time. Resolved ill Council- 
next day 5tli December that copy of the said articles and letter 
(being tho first notice we had received from any factory on the other 
side and to this day no general Hu rope letters', should be fairly 
transcribed and enclosed in a private letter. Sir Nicholas Waite 
was then desired to write Sir John (layer (a letter) to be delivered 
him by the Secretary. Sir John Gayer accordingly published in 
their factory the purport of the said union the same or the day 
after lie had received it from us. Then tlu-ir chief broker and 
an eminent Persian merchant told the governor the certain union of 
both Companies. Sir John (layer also explained a new General and 
Council were coming out upon the next ship, and that the new 
factory was to embark away. He therefore desired leave for him¬ 
self and Mr. Colt to go down to Bombay to repair tho Castle and 
other damages sustained by the late violent storm promising when 
finished they would return. 5 

1 Bom. Gov. Order to Lieut. Shaw, 4th Nov. 170?, Sec Out L. 11. 7 of 1009-1702,202, 

a Surat Diary, 8th Jan. 1703, Surat Factory Diary 4 of 1702 - 1704, 74. 

3 Bom. Gov. Order to Lieut. W. Shaw, 30th November 1702, Sec. Out. L. B. 7 of 
1699-1702, 210. 

4 Bom. Gov, Order to Lieut. W. Shaw, 15th Dec. 1702, -Sec. Out, I,. B. 7 of 1699-1702, 
214. 

3 Sir Nicholas Waite and W. Proby’s Consultation at Surat, dated 9th December 
1702 and 19th January 1703, Surat Factory Diary 4 of 1702 1704, 20-21, 88. 
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Chapter I. The Surat Diary of the Old Company contains the following entry 

History- dated 25th May 1704: This morning Vanmdlidas came and 

■ , ,, acquainted us that the New Companv’s broker Rustam had been 

v uiuii oT i»no * 2.1 11 ^ tit* "iit a. ■ -* —. _ 

Companies, with the governor and told him that all the Old Company s servants 

1702 , were turned out; that Sir Nicholas Waite was made chief; that 

the ship arrived at Bombay was consigned to him, and that the 
Old Company had given the Queen of England one or two l&khs 
of rupees to imiko thoir ponce. When the governor asked him 
whether he might with safety cause us to deliver the money that 
we had seized of Abdul Gaphur’s, Rustam said Yes, make them 
deliver. Sir John Gayer is nothing now, he cannot stop the port or 
do it any mischief. All the power now is in my master’s hand. The 
said Rustam told the governor he must secure Sir John Gayer and 
the Old Company’s servants to be answerable for the security 
paper and the many lakhs of rupees the town merchants had been 
robbed by the pirates. And all demands or debts that any peoplo 
might, make upon the Old Company’s factory he must make them 
give satisfaction, for his master would not bo answerable for any 
thing. 1 

The Surat Diary contains the following entry regarding an 
enquiry made on tho next day the 26th May: This day about 12 
o’clock we were ordered by the General President and Council to go 
to the governor’s house and answer such questions as should 
there he put to us relating to the settlement of the united trade 
according to their instructions to William Mildmay and the brokor. 
Accordingly we went and were seated iu a public place with the 
diwan (the governor being iu liia private apartment), who at first 
coming asked several indifferent questions and despatched several 
persons to call the New Company’s people. After sometime Mr. 
Jeremiah Bonnel and Mr. Edward Crowe came just as the governor 
was coming out. of his apartment to go to prayers. In the yard the 
governor asked which was the New Company’s people and which was 
the Old. lie then bid the diwan. sit down aud examine into the 
papers and business we came about. William Mildmay bid Vaumdli 
to nsk the diwan why the governor sent for ns. He answered, To 
ask to whom that ship belonged that was lately arrived at Bombay. 
William Mildmay said it belonged to the united trade of both Com¬ 
panies. Then who was Chief and General ? I answered Sir Nicholas 
Waite and John Gayer. Tiien who was President of Surat? I 
answered Sir Nicholas Waite. Then the damn turned to Mr. 
Bonnel and Rustam their broker and asked them what they had 
to say, Mr. Bonnel said ho was come there to talk with tho 
governor not to the diwan. Then the diwan asked us if wo had 
brought tho papers from the Company to provo Sir John Gayer was 
General. William Mildmay said we had brought no papers, neither 
would we ever show our Masters’ orders to thorn, and since 
Mr. Bonnel would not answer to his questions we would not 
answer to any more neithor, and desired liberty to go home. After 

' Surat Diary (of Sir John Gayer and Messrs. Stephen Colt and R. Benda! 1) dated 
25th May 1701 , Surat Factory Diary 3 of 1701 -1704, 151. Forrest’s Home Series, I. 
266 ■ 267. 
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some time this was granted upon promise that we would come again 
at five o’clock if sent for. 

In the evening we were sent for again by the governor, where 
we found Messrs. Bonnel and Crowe discoursing with the diwan. 
So soon as we came the diwan asked us again to whom that ship 
belonged that was arrived at Bombay. We answered we had 
told him betore to the united trade of both Companies. Then who 
was General and Chief; I answered, Sir John Gayer was General and 
ordered to reside at Bombay. Who was President of Surat ? I 
answered Sir Nicholas Waite. Mr. Bonnel in Portuguese bid 
Rustam tell the diwan Sir John Gayer was General, but it was but 
for three months. If he did not clear all the demands that were upon 
the Old Company in that time. Sir Nicholas Waite was Genera], and 
must go dowu to Bombay. William Mildtnay was asked if that was 
true. He answered that if it pleased God Sir John should die or 
any unforeseen accident should happen to him in that time so that 
he could not go to Bombay, then Sir Nicholas Waite was General. 
But as to clearing all the Old Company’s accounts before he went, 
there was no occasion, for there would be those of the Old Company’s 
servants left that would tako care to pay what any one could justly 
demand of them. Then the diwan asked if neither of them could 
go, who was General then. We said his Worship Burnistou, the 
present Deputy Governor. We desired to know upon what occasion 
all these questions were asked us, to which no answer was given. 
Then Mr. Bound pulled out of his pocket the Honourable English 
Company’s seal and laid it before all tho company and asked if 
William Mildmay could deny that to be the Company’s seal, and 
whether the letters that now came were not sealed with it. William 
Mildmay said he could not deny hut that it was, and the letters wore 
sealed with it as by agreement between tho two Companies in 
England when they united. Then Mr. Bonnel opened the inden¬ 
ture of union in a pago turned down, clapped his hand upon it, and 
asked if wo could deny tho Old Company being turnod out and 
the trade brought under the management of the New which that and 
the seal testified. William Mildtnay said he did not deny anything 
contained in those writings, neither had he any orders to answer to 
such questions, and asked the goutlcmen tho reason of their bringing 
these things upon the stage. At this time (we stated) we had been 
sufficiently depressed already: had they a mind to bury us quite 
under ground. Mr. Bonnel said he followed his ordors, wo might 
follow ours. Mr. Crowe made answer, You may thank yourselves 
for it: all this comes upon you through the message that was sent 
by Sir John to Sir Nicholas that lie designed to acquaint the governor 
of the settlement. Vamnali told William Mildmay the diwan asked 
if Sir John went away, who was there left so great as to give 
answer for what demands might come upon tho Old Company. 
William Mildmay said he knew well enough there was sufficient to 
satisfy all just debts that any one had upon us, therefore what 
matter who was left. Ho might give tho diwan what answer he 
pleased, those there would be left that would take care that none 
should be sufferers on the Old Company’s account. 
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Thou we wore nil carried before tho governor. Here we were 
again asked who was General and who President, to which we 
answered as before. Tho seal was again shown to the governor. 
What else passed there was in Moores, which William Mildmay 
did not understand. 'Therefore John Brangwin gives a deposition 
apart. But Usher Beag (Asa Beg) was ordered to put a guard upon 
the Goneral (Vanmdlidas refusing to be bis security) and came borne 
with us in the coach to see it done, and ordered fifty men to follow 
him to the factory. To this we can make oath.—(.Signed) William 
Mildmay, Secretary, and John Brangwin, Senior factorJ 

In spite of the advantages secured by the union of the two 
Companies affairs in Surat were far from prosperous. In June 1703 
and again in January 1704 the Directors called on their Councils 
iu Surat and in Bombay to consider how best the whole trade 
could be centred in Bombay : Whether the merchants might not by 
some means be united to come and take up their residence in 
Bombay, or whether the transfer could be effected in any other 
way. 1 2 3 On the 4th June 1703 they wrote regarding Bombay: 
We will grudge no tolerable charge to make every part of tire 
island defensible against any invasion, and to render it healthful, 
and invite inhabitants to reside oil it. s 

In spite of the Directors’ efforts life in Bombay seems to have been 
by no means agreeable. Two years later (January 1706) in a letter 
to the Court, Sir N. Waite the Deputy Governor of Bombay, gives 
the following details of the island: We are only eight covenant 
servants including the Council and but two that write, besides two 
raw youths taken ashore out of ships, and most of us often sick in 
this unhealthful depopulated and ruined island. 4 Three months 
later (18th April) he continues: We are now seven on the island 
and some of us greatly indisposed, and but six commission officers 
two of which often sick, and under forty English sentinels, a parti¬ 
cular true state of Bombay. 5 6 * 

Three weeks later (9th May) he writes: We are six including 
your Council and some of us often sick. It is morally impossible 
without an overruling Providence to continue longer from going 
under ground if we have not a large assistance. 8 

Nine months later (23rd January 1707) he moans: My continued 
indisposition and want of assistance in this unveryhealthful island 
has been laid before the managers and your Court. Yet I esteem 


1 Surat Consultation dated 26tli May 1701, Surat Factory Diary 3 of 1701 - 
1704, 153 - 155. Forrest’s Home Scries, 1. 267 - 268. 

2 Directors to Surat and Bombay, 12th January 1704, Compilation of Standiim 
Orders, Vol. I of 1715 - 1721, 109, 

3 Directors to Bombay or Surat, 4th June 1703, para. 39, Compilation of 
Standing Orders, Vol. 1 of 1715-1721, 141. 

1 Sir Nicholas Waite to the Court, Bombay Castle, 31st January 1706, Surat Fact. 
Diary 2 of 1699 -1707, 396. 

8 Sir ^Nicholas Waite to the Court, Bombay Castle, 18th April 1706, Surat Fact 
Diary 2 of 1699- 1707, 397. 

6 Sir Nicholas Waite to the Court, Bombay Castle, 9th May 1706, Surat Fact 

Diary 2 of 1099 -1707, 399. 
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myself bound in gratitude and I will briefly inform what material 
occurs till I leave this place or the world. 1 

One reason why the early years of the eighteenth century were 
unprosperous in Bombay was that the union of the Companies in 
1702 was only formal. So strong had been the rivalry between 
the two Companies and so opposed were the private interests of 
their servants that for several years, though outwardly hid, dis¬ 
trust and rivalry continued fresh and active. Though 1702 is the 
date of formal amalgamation, opposing interests were not united 
till 1708. During these six years (1703 -1708) occasional skirmishes 
at the outposts sometimes grew so warm that there was danger 
lest the war should be renewed. As the instructions from home 
to live in peace and quietness were positive, neither party ventured 
openly to disobey them. Sir Nicholas .Waite, who bad pertina¬ 
ciously endeavoured to prevent a union and to persuade tlm 
directors of bis own Company that it would be to their detriment, 
as soon as he beard that his remonstrances were unheeded and that 
a union would certainly take place, wrote and assured the directors 
of his resolution ‘ to obliterate all past heats ’ and to hold 
friendly intercourse with Sir John Gayer and his Council. The 
communications hotween the two Chii fs and their Councils never 
went beyond formal civility. There was constraint on both sides ; 
nor did either place any reliance upon the good dispositions of the 
other. 2 Probably neither party understood its own circumstances, 
certainly not the circumstances of the other. The difficulty of 
arriving at a complete agreement was enhanced in India by the 
rival interests of their servants which gave, rise to incessant bicker¬ 
ings. At last the representatives of the two Companies consented 
to appeal to the Earl of Godolphin, Lord High Treasurer of Englaud, 
who after a most patient investigation of the questions in dispute 
published on the 29th of September 1708 his famous award. From 
that date the two Companies became in fact as well as iu style 
‘The United Company of Merchants of England trading to the 
East Indies.’ 3 


1 Kir Nicholas Waite to the Court, Bombay Castle, 23rd January 1707, Kurat 

Fact. Diary 2 of 1690-1707, 401-402. 

3 Diary of the English Company’s Factory at Snrat, 7th Feby. 1703. Anderson's 
English iu Western India (1854), 1G0. 

- 1 Anderson’s English in Western India (1854), 17G. 
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Union of Companies (1708) to French War (1744). 

SECT TO X J.—MILITARY AND POLITICAL. 

Perhaps the subject of keenest local interest in Bombay during the 
first half of the eighteenth century was the discovery of the treasonable 
dealings with Angria carried on by a Brrfhrnin named Rama KiimfSti, 
one of the leading Hindus of Bombay, In 1720 after long inquiries the 
matter came for formal trial. A Consultation of the Bombay Council 
dated 20th February 17-0 records (lie following entry: The President lays 
before the Board translation of several papers and letters containing 
several informations of Rrima ktimati having unlawfully and treacher¬ 
ously hold and carried on a correspondence and trade with Kitnhoji Angria 
both before and since the present war to the great- dishonour and prejudice 
of the Right Honourable Company. All which are now read, and for 
methodical proceeding against him, it is inhered that Messrs. Walter 
Brown, John Courtney,Owen Phillipps, and John Ilorne collectaud draw 
up from the said informations a regular charge and lav the same before 
the Board with all convenient speed ; tliat till we Can bring him to a trial, 
his moveahle effects be secured under the Company's seal; 1 that the 
receiver of the revenues take charge of the tobacco farm ; and that the 
vereadores of Bombay and Mbhim take care of his oarts and those of the 
Right Honourable Company rented to him. The aforesaid papers 
likewise giving us some reasons to suspect that Baiba Bhauditri has 
been an accomplice with lirtma Kftmhti in carrying on the said corre¬ 
spondence, resolved that a guard lie immediately set on Dalba's person 
and goods till we can examine farther into tliis affair.' 

A Consultation of the 7th March continues: Conformable to an 
order of Council of 26th ultimo the charge against Rftma KAnniti, 
consisting of seven articles drawn up by Messrs. Brown, Courtney, 
Phillipps, and Home arc now read with the respective proofs to each 
article as entered hereafter—Ordered that the Secretary deliver R&ma 
Kfinuiti a copy of those articles in English signed by him, together 
with their translation jn Portuguese, and require that he prepare to 
answer to the said charge before this Board on Thursday the 17th of 
this month (March ]72U). R 

The seven articles of charge were as follows : Articles of treason 
and other high crimes exhibited bv the Honourable C. Boone Esquire 
President and Governor of Bombay and Council on behalf of the 
Right Honourable United Company of Merchants of England 
tradiug to the East- Indies, against Rama Kftmuti Brahman inha¬ 
bitant of Bombay, for several offences done and committed by him 
the said llama Kiimati, by advising abetting and assisting the 
enemy Kanboji Angria, whereby he hath endangered the safety and 
welfare of the said Right Honourable Company by endeavouring 
to introduce the enemy into the said island in order to subvert and 
extirpate the English and their Government thereof and to seize and 
bring into great peril the person of the said Honourable the Gov¬ 
ernor : 


1 Details of Ilia trial arc given in MS. Seloctione, Vol. 86 of 1720. 

3 Horn. Gov. Consultation, 26tl> Pcby, 1720, Pub. Diary J of 1720, 18. 
5 Horn. Gov. Consultation, 7tli March 1720, Pub. Diary 1 of 1720, 20. 
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1. That in or about the month of December in 1717 when the said 
Governor and President was in treaty with Kanhoji Angria for the 
delivery of the thip Success belonging to Govardhandsis, late broker to 
the Right Honourable Company, which had been some short time 
before taken up by the said Angria, lie the said Rama K draft ti wrote 
a letter to Anglia advising him that the said ship did not belong to 
the English or any of their dependants but to some merchants in 
Surat and that therefore he need not deliver her up without a consider¬ 
able ransom. 

2. That in October 1713 after the breaking out of the war, he 
the said Rama Kamati wrote a letter' to the said Angria telling him 
of the preparation and readiness of the English fleet to proceed against 
him aud particularly that it had been resolved in Council at Uornbay 
to make a descent on the island of Cundry (Kenery) on the 17th of 
said month aud withal advising him the said enemy to lie on his guard 
and lay in provisions and a sufficient number of men and warlike 
stores for the defence of the said island of Cundry, 

S. That in or about the same month of October 1718 he did 
intercept or cause to be intercepted a letter written by the directions 
of the Portuguese General of the North. to the Honourable Governor 
and President of Bombay intimating an inclination in the Portuguese 
to enter upon a treaty for joining their forces to the .English for the 
more vigorous carrying on of the war against Angria ; which letter 
lie not only kept from the knowledge of the said Governor and 
President but privately sent to the enemy with another from himself 
containing further advices on tliat occasion. 

4. That the said Riiina K ;imfiti did counsel and advise the said 
enemy to attempt and invade the island of Bombay with armed force 
and to seize the person of the Honourable Governor thereof, laving 
down a plan of the time and manner for putting in execution the 
said wicked purpose. 


1 tetter from IUma Ifim.lti to Angria, 12th October 1718: To the opulent and 
mainiilicent as the sun, valorous and Victorious, always courageous, the lihetal, 
prudent, and pillar of fortitude, the essence of understanding, the protector ot J>r&h- 
mana, defender of the faith, prosperous in all things, honoured of kings above an 
councillors, 8enhor KAuboji Angria Barquee!—RAtnflji KWiti, your servant, writes 
with all veneration and readiness for your service, and with your favour.I remain 
as alwravH, Our Oeneral hare has resolved in Council to attack and tftke the ior oi 
Cundry, and thus it is agreed to environ the said fort the lith October, anu the 
armada powder and ball and all other necessaries for war are ready, i therefore 
write your honour that yon may have the said fort well furnished. As for the side of 
Rajpnri, I have spoken to and agreed with Ali NAik Lokandi that they of RAjpnri 
shall not help either party : thus I have given this notice. I do not write more ; 
only beg that you will retain me in your favour, Bombay Government MS. Selections, 

Another letter from K&inAti to Angria runs: This is to let your honour 
know that the Portuguese of 1’assein have wrote to our Chief which letter w 
concerning you and therefore Dalba BhanclAri has sent it to you by which you will 
understand everything, Dalba BliandAri and myself are with one mind, the least of 
all your servants, and we assure you on our part we shad never be wanting m your 
service. We further advise yon thut our chief is always both day and night at t are! 
and ho has no power in his company only his own chamber servants; and tor this 
reason we write you that by night you may send six or seven gahvata who landing 
will gain a victory without doubt. Upon the whole your honour ;s a prudent man. 
When you have read this letter we desire you would keep it and not pnt it in tne onice, 
neither the others at present. 1 do not write more, always hoping A ou r 1 k'o r , e ' : 
tion. Dated the 22nd of 1 SulTar.’ Bombay Government MS. Selections, 8<j ot 1 (2U. 
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5. That ho did carry on an unlawful trade and commerce with 
the said enemy at several times', notwithstanding the known orders 
and proclamations to the contrary, and particularly in tatty which 
he purchased in AngrWs country during the war, as also some 
wool and potahhes which he sent with liis grandson-in-law Garni 
Sinay (Ghirn Shenvi) 1 to the enemy’s country and received turmeric 
in return thereof. 

0. That about the month of November 1718 the Honourable 
President and Governor thought lit to put into his hands the imme¬ 
diate care and command of all the lighting sepoys which were then 
to be employed against the enemy ; when the better to carry on and 
elfect his malicious designs and purposes, he secretly endeavoured to 
intimidate and discourage them from the performance of their duty 
to the Bight Honourable Company j and particularly when Antonio 
Francisco O’Costa, subhedar of a company of sepoys, spoke of an 
olfer made to him by the ctiief otlieer of Mopont under Angria 
(perhaps Mohopiida above Pan v el) for the delivery of that fort, he 
received the notice thereof with coldness and neglect, and was further 
told by Druga (Durga) son of said ttfinia Kiimhti, not to be too 
busy in such matters, lest he meet with the fate of Antonio lYMello 
■and be sent to St. Helena. 

7. That, on a rumour of a discovery of these practices, the said 
Kama Ktindti being apprehensive of the consequences, did in the 
month of December 1719 remove and convey off the island to Thana 
or elsewhere, part of his moveable estate and particularly I f chests 
of treasure. All which matters and facts charged in the several 
articles before-mentioned are proved and made out by living witnesses 
now ou the spot, and the certificates of other persons, together with 
letters of the said llama Krimdti, directed to the said Khnhoji Angria, 
contrary to his duty and obligations. Whereby he appears to be 
the principal author of the war and the occasion of its so long 
continuance by thus secretly and wickedly combining with the enemy 
against the dignity and interest of the Bight Honourable Company 
and the liberty and life of tlieir Honourable Governor and all tho 
English inhabitants of the said island,- 

This day (24th March 1720) being appointed for the trial of Bama 
Kd.ni.4ti, the President being informed that some persons have pro¬ 
mised to make a further discovery of the treasonable practices 
committed by llama Kamati and Dalba Bhandaii provided a pardon 
may be secured to them—Ordered that the Secretary draw cut a pro¬ 
clamation to that purpose. 8 

Tho. following is an abstract of llama Kenniti’s answer to the seven 
articles exhibited against him : In the preamble is nothing material 
more than that the defendant asserts the witnesses are all brought over 
to swear against him by bribes, fair promises, threats and punishment 
for which reason their evidence ought not to be taken and insinuates 
his former good services deserve better treatment. In answer to the 
first article lie says the charge is of no significancy as his giving notice 


1 Public Diary 1 of 1720, 22-23, Apparently this should be ‘bis grandson-in-law's 
father.’ Kee My, Selections, Vol. 80 of 1720, 2 and below page 147 line 28. 

1 Pub. Diary 1 of 1720, 22 - 23. 

* Bom. Gov. Consultation, 24th March 1720, Pub. Diary 1 of 1720, 28. 
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to Angria could be of no advantage because as soon as he has taken any 
ship or vessel, he immediately makes a strict inquiry who slie belongs 
to of the officers and others abroad and is perfectly well acquainted 
with every individual ship belonging to Surat for which reason he adds 
it would he folly in him to send such advices. In his defence to the 
second article he alleges that when our fleet came before C undry the fort 
was so ill provided with men and ammunition that the enemy ran the 
risk of throwing succours of both into it after it was besieged hv us. 
from this he infers that the enemy would of course have taken better 
care in furnishing the garrison (which was so Weak that even the women 
were obliged to assist in the defence of it) had he given the notice he is 
charged with, lie further adds for his justification that it was he who 
first told the Governor of the weakness of that place and after' the 
Governor was gone thither lie desired Mr. Parker to confirm the same 
by writing to his Honour which he thinks is a sufficient proof he is not 
the author of these letters. Touching the third article he alleges there 
is no proof the letter mentioned in his accusation was delivered to him 
and seems to insinuate there was no such letter sent. To clear himself 
of the charge in the fourth article he pleads his former good services 
and the many obligations he lies under to the Right Honourable Com* 
pany and the English nation in general and to the Governor in parti¬ 
cular which would make it the highest ingratitude imaginable in him 
to he guilty (even in thought) of such a piece of cruelty and thinks it 
would be a great folly to attempt such a thing considering how well the 
island is guarded by several stout fxigates and forts and a number of 
good English officers. As to the fifth article bo denies to have had any 
dealings wiih Angria during the war and says the Governor gave Garni 
(Gbbru) Sinay leave to come hither to celebrate the marriage of his 
grand-daughter and that what goods he carried with them were bought 
publicly during the cessation of arms and were only designed to defray 
his charges which he looks on as no crime. To invalidate the charge in 
the sixth article he alleges that if Antonio Francisco JFCosta had any 
such offer made him, it is probable to believe he would have revealed it 
to the Governor or Captain Stanton who was his commanding officer and 
not to the defendant. He therefore thinks that a sufficient reason to 
conclude it was not communicated to him and further adds that all the 
sepoys were not under his command, some of them (the Pattanees) being 
under the direction of Umerji. He defends himself from the charge 
of the last article by insinuating that the three letters mentioned in the 
other articles arc all false, because they were not his own handwriting. 
He concludes with saying it is easy for those who can forge letters to 
make a false seal also. lie repeats that liis accusers have made use of 
bribes threats and fair promises to procure evidence against him. He 
humbly hopes that what he has represented and his former good 
services will induce the Board to clear him from the charges laid against 
him, urging it is highly improbable he would trust a secret of such, 
importance to any body else when he was able to write himself. 1 

The following is the reply to Rdm^ji’s answer: His assertion in the 
preamble that the witnesses were all brought over to swear against him 
by briltes and threats is a reflection on the justice of this Board and 
ought to be looked upon as a reproach and no testimony since be has 
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not brought one single proof of it. (1) Ilis answer to the- first article 
is only a bare denial and evasion of the charge without bringing any- 
evidence to clear himself of it. (2) The enemy’s neglecting to follow 
his advice is no maimer of proof that lie did not send it nor against the 
evidence of the person that wrote it. (3) The oath of Govinji (who- 
wrote this letter) is proof enough of the 3rd article. (4) Ilis former 
good services (for which he has teen well rewarded) are not a sufficient 
reason to believe that he is not guilty of what he is now charged with, 
when we have a letter under his own seal and owned by the person who 
wrote it by his direction, ’(5) Elis alleging the goods were carried off 
the island during the cessation of arms is a mistake tecausc there was 
no cessation of amis at all. (6) That Antonio Francisco D’Costa did 
not tell the Governor nor Captain Stanton, can never be esteemed a 
sufficient proof that he did not tell Remap especially since Captain Stan¬ 
ton swears he the prisoner owned to him that- Antonio Francisco 
D’Costa had told him so and Captain Stanton was at that time gone 
down the coast. (7) His answer to the last or 7 ill article is foreign to 
the purpose and w e have a cloud of witnesses to make good the charge 
contained in it. 1 

In the diary of the 11th April 1720 the entry occurs : Itdma Kamdti 
was this day found guilty of high crimes and misdemeanours as by 
the trial will more fully appear. 2 * * 5 The Board ordered that his person 
he confined iu prison during life and his estate forfeited to the 
Company. 8 In the diary of the 29th April 1720 the following 
occurs : Published a proclamation requiring- all persons that hive any 
demands on lldma Kamflti to lay their claims before the Court of 
Judicature in ten days from this date. The President having a 
demand on llama KAm&ti for Its. 12,791 qrs. 8 and res. 22 directs 
this minute to be made of the same.* 

The indictment against Dalba Bhandari was prepared on the 18th 
May 1720, on which date the following Consultation is recorded: The 
Secretary by the President’s order having prepared an indictment 
against Dalba RhamMri, the same was now read as follows. Baiba 
Bhandari,—You stand indicted of several high crimes and misdemeanours 
by you done and committed contrary to your duty and allegiance to 
the Right Honourable Company and the known order and proclama¬ 
tions of their Honourable Governor, by advising and persuading the 
inhabitants of this island to take their passes of the enemy Kdnhoji 
Angria during the present war and concealing a treasonable corre¬ 
spondence which was carried on by Rama KdmiUi with the said enemy 
Kdnhoji Angria in or about, the month of December 1718, whereby 
you have as much as in you lay endangered the safety and welfare 
of this His Majesty’s Castle and island Bombay, the estate anil 
prerogative of the Right Honourable Company, and the life and liberty 
of the said Honourable Governor and all the other English inhabitants 
there. AVhat do you say ? Are you guilty of this charge or not guilty ? 
But it being late we defer the examination thereof till the afternoon/’ 


1 MS. Selections, 86 of 1720. 

2 Boin.Gov. Diary, 11th April 1720, Pul die Diary 1 oi 1720, 37- Forrest's Home 

Series, II. 4. ■> MS. Selections, 8fi of 1720, 

1 Bum, Gov. Consultation, 2flth April 1720, Full. Diary 1 .-f 17*20. 43. 

5 Horn. Gov. Consultation, 13th May 1720, l’ut>. Diary'l of 1720, 66. 
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Dalba Bhanddri being called in, tlio indictment against him was 
read (18th May 1720) in the English and Portuguese languages. He 
pleaded not guilty and said the President was his witness, and related a 
long story of his services in the time of the troubles with the Portuguese 
and lately in adjusting the articles of peace with (Angria's) agents, whieh 
he was told was foreign to the present purpose, Copy of his charge m 
Portuguese being delivered him , he was to prepare to answer to the same 
tomorrow morning (14th May 1720). But behaving himself disrespect¬ 
fully, he was checked for it and ordered to withdraw. 1 * 3 * * 

Next day the Consultation resumes ; This meeting being appointed 
to go on with the trial of Dalba Bhanddri, he was called in and told 
by the President that his behaviour yesterday was very unbecoming; 
that he was now a prisoner and called upon to answer to a heavy charge ; 
that everything he had to offer in his own vindication should be heard 
with all the patience imaginable, but that it became him to carry 
himself more respectfully to the Board. 1,1 

Then the President proposed (14th May 1720) to the Board the 
issuing out a proclamation for quieting the minds of the people and 
granting- a full pardon to all persons who hitherto have been concerned 
with Itamdji and Dalba Bbandari in their treasonable practices against 
the Government, provided they return to their duty and obedience and 
behave themselves as faithful subjects for the future (TWma Kamriti 
and Dalba Bhandari excepted), which was approved and agreed to. 
Ordered the Secretary to prepare the same against the afternoon for our 
approbation, 8 

The diary of the 16th May 1720 has this entry : The proclamation 
of granting grace and free pardon to all persons that had been con¬ 
cerned with Rama Kamati and Dalba Bhaudari in carrying on a treason¬ 
able correspondence with the enemy Kdrthoji Angria was this day (16th 
May 1720) published according to the order of Council of 14th 
instant.* 

On the 20th June 1720 the entry occurs : It being necessary that 
some person should be appointed to dispose of the effects and settle the 
account of Rama KAmffti—Resolved (20th June 1720) that the Secre¬ 
tary do take the charge upon him and make a report thereof to tire 
Board; ordered that he get everything ready for the sale of Rdmji's 
effects on Monday next (27th June 1720), and that he give public notice 
thereof accordingly and likewise settle his account with all conveni¬ 
ence. 6 

On the 4th July (1720) the following is recorded : There being a large 
warehouse 86 feet long in the bazar belonging to Rama Kmn/iti, with 
an upper room over it which last will be very proper to bold the Court 
of Judicature and which the President has caused to be valued by Major 
Vane and the master carpenters and bricklayers who report it worth 
Its. 6000. And as that is much less than wc can build a proper place 


1 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 13lli May 1720, rub. Diary 1 of 1720, 09. 

1 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 14th May 3720, Pub. Diary 1 of 1720, 09. 

3 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 14th May 1720, Pub. Diary 1 of 1720, 72. 

i Bom. Guv Diary 16th May 1720, Pub. Diary 1 of 1720, 74. ForreBt s Home Peries, 

II 12 1 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 20th June 1720, Pub. Diary 1 of 1720, 90. 
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for the court to sit in, besides the benefit of the warehouse—Resolved 
that we purchase it at tliat price on the Right, Honourable Company’s 
account, and that the upper room be fitted up for that use and that the 
two per ecul fines levied on persons east in the court shall be applied in 
part of payment thereof, and the warehouse may be appropriated as a 
granary for batty or other goods, which we sometimes stand in need of. 1 

On the same day this report was considered: Letter from Messrs. 
B. Midford and J. Ilornu to the Honourable C. Boone President, and 
Governor and Council, dated Bombay 29th June 1720—Pursuant to an 
order of Council of the 13th instant we have carefully examined the 
valuation of Rama Kti mrit.fi s eoeoanut orchards and batty grounds 
made by the vereadorcs and mlidtards of Bombay and Mu him. On the 
strictest inquiry we find they have valued them after the usual custom 
of this island, which is not to reckon anything for the wells walls or 
other fruit trees, and that they are really worth Rs. 37,989-0-53 as 
will appear from the account of particulars herewith delivered. We verily 
1 relievo the Right Honourable Company will be no sufferers by taking 
them at that price. 2 

The above report of Messrs. Midford and Horne of their examination 
of the valuation of Rama Kfimdti’s eoeoanut orchards and batty 
grounds, amounting to Rs. 37,939-0-53, was now (4th July 1720) read. 
After some debate, agreed that we take them on Company’s account, and 
the accountant is hereby ordered to bring them on the books accord¬ 
ingly. 8 

A Consultation of the 13th August contains the following: There 
being two warehouses near the Custom House belonging to Rama 
Kamfiti for the hire whereof tiro Right Honourable Company pay 
Rs. 24 per month as granaries, and the same having been valued at 
Rs. 2750—Resolved that we purchase them at that price oil our Honour¬ 
able Masters’ account in consideration of the continual occasion we have 
for them and that the interest will not amount to the hire.* 

The same Consultation continues: Ambaidds Takidris and Santari Govar- 
dlian presented a petition in behalf of Baiba Bhandhri, requesting he may 
be allowed a further time of four months for the payment of his fine of 
Rs. 6000 and his former debt of Rs. 1193-2-37, setting Forth tliat he 
is not capable of paying it soon, and offering themselves for the security 
thereof. After some debate on the affair it was resolved that as the 
fine we have laid on him is considerable and that if wc make a sale of 
his estate (agreeable to a former order of Council) the mouey cannot 
be soon collected, that their request lie granted with this proviso that if 
it be not paid by that time, they shall pay the interest thereof from this 
day (13th August 1720).* 

In the same year (1720) Mulla Muhammad Ali, the great Surat mer¬ 
chant whose ships had been carried off by Angria’s vessels, addressed 
the Bombay Governor with the object of arranging a league against 
Angria, He takes notice of Angria’s being possessed of several forts 


1 Rom. Gov. Consultation, 4th July 1720, Pub. Diary 1 of 1720. 07. Forrest’s Home 
Series, 11,20. 3 Pub. Diary 1 of 1720, 102. 3 Pub. Diary 1 of 1720,97. 

4 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 13th August 1720, Fnb. Diary 1 of 1720,125. 

5 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 13th August 1720, Pub. Diary 1 of 1720, 125. 
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and countries -whereby he is become the terror of the ecas and that t there¬ 
fore it is necessary now to destroy him or else he will become so power- 
fid it will be impracticable. He advises he has ticking's orders to repre¬ 
sent, to his Honour the affairs of Ahmadabad Surat and other parts as well 
as his own, and desires his Honour to advise him whether he shall make 
known to his majesty the insults and robberies of Angina and procure a 
Hasbullnikam to Sidi Yakutkhan and the Nabob of Herat to make war 
against the said enemy, YAkutkhAn to attack him by sea and Sou (Sluihu) 
Baja Subha of Kalyan to invade him by land. He continues : If his 
Honour is so pleased he will also procure orders to his Honour and to 
the Portuguese to unite for this effect until Angria is destroyed and ho 
believes his Honour will not be wanting in what is agreed to. Yet he 
is not the only person who desires this, there being many others and that 
they may he the better persuaded he desires Ins Honour to write 
to our people in Surat to assure them of the same. lie says farther 
he very much desires and believes that his majesty will send the said 
orders and that his Honour will gain a great name and fame in the 
execution of this and desires an answer. 1 

One Shaikh IslAm Khan addressed another letter to a similar effect: 
I havo lately heard that Angria has taken some ships of your Honour's, 
of Muhammad Ali’s, aud of some other merchants and that he commits 
his piracies on the seas without restraint and thereby disturbs and hinders 
trade. It is therefore now necessary to chastise him concerning which 
1 have spoken to Mr. Hope (Chief at Surat), who will write your 
Honour what I told him. On receipt of the answer I will represent in 
a good manner to the king the method that the said pirate may be 
totally ruined and I hope in God it will he done in a few days. Con¬ 
cerning the best manner for doing it your H onour may consider of and 
write me. 2 * 

At a Consultation on the 6th September 1720 the President 
acquainted the Hoard this meeting was summoned to let them know 
he had set on foot an expedition against Angria \ that he had 
appointed Mr. Walter Brown to go Commander-in-chief of the same ; 
and that for the greater secrecy in carrying on this affair he has 
thought fit (agreeable to our Honourable Masters' directions) to pitch 
upon Messrs. John Braddyll and Walter Brown with himself to be a 
secret committee for managing thereof. Unsolved that the President 
and Messrs. -John Braddyll and Walter Brown or any two of them, the 
President being one, be a secret committee for managing the present 
expedition against KAuhoji Angria, and all the land and sea officers and 
others concerned are to observe and follow their orders and directions 
as fully and effectually as if signed by us all.' 4 5 


1 Translation of Mill'a Muhammad Ali’s letter abstracted, Public Diary 1 of 1720, 
92. Forrest’s Home Meries, IT, IS. Of the great fortune and power of this Mnlla 
Muhammad Ali details aro given in the Stat. Aeefc. of Surat, Bombay Gazetteer, II. 

Ill)-111. The founder of the family in Surat was Abdul Ghafur net JAfar as there 
stated (p. 110 note 2). The suggestion lie was a Bohora is also incorrect. The family 
claim descent from the Arab house of Zabid. They are still known ns Panehdtitvdlda 
or Eighty fivers a reminiscence of their great fort-building and treaty-making 
ancestor's fortune of 85 Idkhn of rupees. 

1 Translation of Shaikh Islitm Khan’s letter, Tub, Diary 1 of 1720, 92. Forrest's 

Home Series, II, 18. 

5 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 6th September 1720, Pub. Diary 1 of 1720, 185, 


Chapter I. 
History. 

Proposed action 
against Angria, 
1720. 


War 

with Angria, 
1720. 



Chapter 1- 
History. 
War 

with Augria, 
1720. 


Portuguese 

Troubles, 

1720. 


LXUtJtOIilUtJ 

152 BOMBAY TOWN 

On the 10th September the President and secret committee signed 
Mr. Brown's instructions as Commander-in-chief of the expedition 
against Augria. 1 

On the 15th October the Defiance, Elizabeth, and a galivat fiom 
our fleet before Ghevia brought the President two letters from Mr. 
Brown, dated the 2nd and 10th instant, and abstract of one dated 7 th 
(not come to hand) advising that he had landed a detachment of men 
who had killed a good number of the enemy with very little loss on om 
side; that the prahtn was carried within pistol shot of the fort and that 
the enemy kept continually firing on her which she returned as briskly. 
Also that he had sent some vessels up the river with orders to burn all 
the enemy's shipping they could not bring away, which they executed 
very well having burnt to the ground two large ships and seven smaller 
vessels without any loss. He likewise advises that thepralim had entirety 
ruined two of Anglia's best grabs which were hauled up close to the fori 
but that one of her guns bursting not only killed four people on board but 
gave fire to a gun loaded with partridge on the other side against which 
lay one of our boats with almost a whole plattoon of the black soldiery 
of whom above half were killed and the rest much wounded, which very 
much cowed the volunteer sailors. He adds Mr. Taylor advised him Kemp 
(Khem) Sitvant was drawing out an army of 5000 foot and 200 horse thai 
way and that he had sent a subhedar to him to concert measures. Taking 
the whole into serious consideration, resolved that we send Mr. Brown 
a reinforcement of soldiery with a supply of ammunition and provisions 
which the President is desired to advise him of accordingly ; and also that 
if he finds Kliein SAvant sincere in his promises of sending so large a 
force against the enemy that he continue with ours there, otherwise 
that he return part of our fleet and leave the rest to cruize oil the 
enemy’s port. 2 

In 1720 the suspicions and ill-feeling between the English and the 
Roman Catholic priests in Bombay came to a head. A much damaged 
despatch (para. 107) from the Directors which reached Bombay by the 
ship AdtUxon early in 1720, shows that the Bombay Council had com¬ 
plained of the practice of the Portuguese priests of stirring the Roman 
Catholics of Bombay to oppose the orders of Government. And that 
in reply the Directors had brought to notice the success which had 
attended Governor Pitt's arrangement in Madras under which 
some class of Catholic clergy whom he could trust were made supreme 
on the understanding that- they would support the Government and 
keep the Governor informed of any designs of rival clergy hostile tc 
Government interests. At a Consultation dated 13th May 1720 the 
Governor laid this despatch before the Bombay Council suggesting 
that in accordance with its advice authority over the Roman Catholics 
of the island should vest in the Bishop sent from Rome. 

The Consultation continues : Tbe Italian Bishop being furnished with 
proper powers to take upon liim the care of tbe Roman Catholics on 
this island, the President now proposes to the Board removing the 
Portuguese Padres agreeable to paragraph 107 of the Right Honourable 


1 Bom. Gov. Diary, 10th September 1720, I’ub. Diary 1 of 1720, 137, 

- Bom. Gov. Consultation, 15th October 1720, Pub. Diary 1 of 1730, 145, 
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Company’s general letter by the Addison. He lays down several ill 
consequences that have risen from the Portuguese Padres being 
permitted to reside in Bombay, as reaping the benefit of the labours 
of our people and carrying it into foreign countries, stirring up the 
Roman Catholics to sedition, especially when we have any dispute with 
the Portuguese, by inculcating notions into them that they ought not 
to light against their religion, and adding that the prelates of the Portu¬ 
guese countries seemed so little to regard the priests sent to Bombay 
that the very scum of the priesthood had been their pastors for some time. 
He proposes supplying the places of the Portuguese with the said 
Italian Bishop aud some priests of the Carmelite Order now on the island 
on their swearing allegiance to 11 is Ma jesty King George, and under¬ 
taking that they will not directly or indirectly teach preach or 
practise any thing contrary to the interest or dignity of the crown or 
of the prerogative of the Bight Honourable Company ■ and that they 
will in all respects pay a due obedience to the Governor and Council for 
the time being. r J his is unanimously approved aud agreed to. Ordered 
that the Secretary provide orders and a proclamation accordingly. 1 * 

Two days later, 15th May, a proclamation was published requiring 
all the inhabitants of the Roman Catholic religion to pay the same 
obedience to the Bishop Don Prey Mauritio D’Sancta Teresa and the 
priests appointed by him as they formerly paid to the Portuguese 
bishop and priests, and orders were issued to the Portuguese priests 
to leave the island in twenty-four hours. 1 ' 

Next day, 16th May, the Italian Bishop Don Prey Mauritio D’Sauetn 
Teresa and the Carmelite priests took and subscrilxjd the following- 
oath before the President: T, Don Prey Mauritio of Saucta Teresa, 
bishop of Anastatiopolis, Vicar General in the empire of the great 
\Tojhal of the island of Bombay and the jurisdiction thereof, do swear 
upon the holy Evangelists (in which I have placed my right, hand) to 
obey IIis Most Serene Majesty of Great Britain, and that I will 
never directly or indirectly teach preach or practise anything contrary 
to the honour aud dignity of the crown of his said Most Serene 
Majesty or to the interests of the Right Honourable English Company 
aud you. I will pay all obedience to the orders of the Honourable 
Governor for the time boiug and will exercise the Roman Catholic 
religion according to its primitive institution without any alteration. 
In witness whereof 1 have hitherto set. my hand this day 16th May 
1720. Padre Frey Pedro of the most Holy Trinity and Prey Elizcl 
IP St. Joseph took and subscribed the same oath. 3 * * * * 

In consequence of these orders on the 0th May 1720 Luis Gonsalves 
de Camara Coutinhn, Portuguese General of the North, addressed the 
following letter to the President and Governor: The surprising resolution 
that your Honour has taken to banish to this side all the parish 
priests of y r our island is what I much admire and wonder at, by 
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reason of the weighty charge the Bishop Don Froy Mauritio has 
taken oil him in offering with his assistants to administer the Sacra¬ 
ments, they not having the necessary powers. 1 consider on this 
particular that your Honour has been misinformed or moved thereto 
by some high resentment. This I judge not only from the expul¬ 
sion of these religious, but from the scandalous manner in which 
it was done, which 1 also judge from the assurance given mo that 
your Honour has passed orders that no priest of the Portuguese nation 
shall come to your island. As 1 am at present obliged to send two 
learned prudent priests to treat on this important affair, 1 hope, on 
your Honour’s consideration of the weighty circumstances thereof, yon 
will permit them to come in your presence and there to dispute and 
discuss the point of royal patronage and the ecclesiastical jurisdiction 
with the bishop. 1 

One reason for the suddenness and strictness of the orders forcing 
all Portuguese priests to leave Bombay was the treasonable dealings 
between the Portuguese and the ManUMs, of which the traitor Rama 
KamiUi had been the medium. A week before his letter regarding 
the expulsion of the Portuguese priests the Captain <if the North had 
(the 12th May) addressed the following to the Governor of Bombay 
on the subject of Rrima Kamdli’s trial: I am very sorry the news of 
Antonio Pclloe’s imprisonment has reached your Honour, it being the 
consequence of bis infamous practice for which he justly merits the 
confinement he is under, as well as the further punishment which will 
be inflicted on him. This rigorous proceeding does not arise from 
his going to your island with my leave, though he had it not so 
full as to accuse any person fa'selv, yet I was ignorant tor what he 
was sent, neither did I believe he would lie full of such villany. His 
handwriting and the signing of his name show your Honour the Ealsity 
of his accusation against Rama Kf'nriti, it being" him alone that seeks 
Kiimati’s ruin. I have also the goldsmith that falsified the seal, bribed 

or induced.by pome other means to do it by those who wished 

to satiate their revenge. 1 am also not ignorant on what account the 
boat belonging to your island went by ThAna to Kalva under the 
pretence of buying horses, but trust that your Honour did it only 
to obtain the pure truth, 1 was not so careful to (w r arn) you of these 
practices, for I ought not on any account to eonsent that a person 
under my jurisdiction should enter into or be concerned with such 
like calumnies. What I have signified to your Honour I can prove 
from authentic papers. But for the little interest I have in the 
freedom of the said Kamati, I only procure punishment for those who 
have wrongfully meddled herein. I am concerned 1 cannot comply with 
your Honour’s pleasure in the release of this subject, I having given 
(charge) of him to Goa. In all other things I am ready to serve 
your Honour being with great respect. 2 

To these two letters the Governor Mr. Boone replied on the 28rd 
May: I little expected to have received from your Honour an 
expostulation on tho justice of my proceedings against the parish 
priests late of this island, much loss to have my conduct thereon 


1 Tub. Diary 1 of 1720, 77 ■ 78. Forrest's Home Series, II. 14, 
* Tiff. Diary 1 of 1720, 77. 




Materials.] 

AND ISLAND. 155 

questioned, as you have pleased to do in your letter of the 81st May 
1720 N. S. Vet being resolved as much as in me lies to prevent a 
misunderstanding and to cultivate the friendly Correspondence I have 
always desired to hold with yonr Honour, I shall, as a fresh instance 
thereof, acquaint you that this proceeding was not only the just effect 
of their own misbehaviour and the earnest longings of the people in 
general but also a strict command from my superiors, agreeable to 
the orders of my sovereign Lord King of Great Britain who is 
supreme in all causes and over all persons resident on this island. 
To this I presume your Honour is no stranger though you have 
thought fit to make mention of another royal personage which 1 have 
no power to admit or suffer to have any control or jurisdiction here, 
and my resolutions hereon are strictly conformable to the articles 
stipulated by the two sovereign crowns on the delivery of Bombay as 
your Honour may perceive by tlie enclosed copy of the article of the 
treaty of marriage. Whoever insinuated to your Honour that those 
priests were sent ignomiuiously or scandalously off the island have 
represented that action in a very injurious manner. The guard that 
attended them on that occasion was t.o prevent a disturbance, which 
one of them endeavoured to raise in the minds of the people whom he 
indiscreetly strove to stir up to sedition. As this circumstance lias 
been unfairly represented to your Honour, so 1 find a misconstruction is 
passed oil other parts of the resolutions I have taken. 1 will, however, 
assure your Honour I never meant to hinder auy of the people of your 
nation or subject to you having free access to this island aiul residing 
as long as they think fit more especially suck as shall lx? (conformable 
to the) limitation that I cannot permit them to (neglect, namely not 
to gainsay) Bishop Don Frey Mauritio in the rights and privileges 1 
have lately invested him with here. That is a point all determined and 
justly due to his learning and integrity. Of the powers he has for 
this purpose received from Rome, he will by mv permission send a copy 
to the Archbishop of Goa. 

I had fully purposed to have written an answer to your Honour’s 
letter dated 22nd May, N, S,, in relation to Captain Antonio Felloe and 
shall hero give you tho trouble T designed your Honour on that subject. 
It is your pleasure to pronounce llama Kamati an innocent man and 
in some measure to reflect on my proceedings towards h im which as it 
is not agreeable to the gallant character your Honour Ingrain the world 
might well excuse my silence in that particular both as it relates to> 
affairs of a foreign state, and seeing that you condemn an action to. 
which your Honour is a stranger. However, such is my desire to oblige 
you and defend my own reputation that 1 affirm to your Honour you 
are misinformed and Kfimfiti must indeed have had both artful and potent 
friends to induce your Honour to a contrary belief. The circumstances 
of the seal and Captain Felloe’s information are but a small part of his 
charge. T had good reason to lx? offended with his conduct and to cause 
an enquiry thereof to be laid before me and upon manifest proofs passed 
a sentence, which I am convinced the offender himself thinks mild and 
much less than his demerit. What your Honour has written me on 
these subjects inclines me to say thus much, and I hope you will be of 
opinion with me that to say more on either side cannot be necessary or 
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agreeable, I have chose to put this iti Knglishto prevent mistakes which 
might otherwise happen for want of a thorough knowledge in the 
Portuguese language. However I transmit herewith its translate. 1 

The reply of the Bassein General to this letter of Governor Boone’s 
was the issue of an order forbidding the passage of supplies from Portu¬ 
guese territory to Bombay and enjoining the arrest of any British 
subjects entering Eastern limits. Tn consequence of these orders on 
the 6th June 1720 Governor Boone wrote to the General of the North : 
I am advised of the orders your Honour has been pleased to publish for 
prohibiting- tlie bringing to tins island any manner of provisions or any 
person to come over. Though contrary to the amity between both nations 
T shall not at present trouble myself to enquire into tlie cause that 
moved your Honour to this proceeding. The usage several workmen 
(who were returning from this island to their own habitation) met 
with from jour guard at Bdndra by beating them and forcing them 
into the passage boat again with the loss of their goods and at the risk 
of their lives are actions both unjustifiable and dishonourable, and the 
denying our people ami ptduniars a passage to and fro in your Honour’s 
territories is inconsistent with the friendship aforesaid. I therefore 
hope your Honour will issue (orders) for a free passage to our people 
and liberty to transport to (Borriliay) two cows which were bought at 
Bdleghut and are detained at Tk'ma. otherwise I shall he obliged to 
enter on (reprisals).'* 1 

Next day (7th June) the President acquaints the Board that he was 
informed the Portuguese had stopped several of our patmnars and that 
if it was true aud they continue such unreasonable practices he intends 
to forbid their fishing in Miihim river, which is approved. 8 

In reply to the Governor’s letter of the 6th, the Hussein General 
wrote on the 9th Juno ; I do not doubt but vom* Honour has notice of 
my orders for prohibiting the transportation of all sortsol' refreshments 
and people going to your island, and it is certain the continuance of 
friendship between both nations must be by a reciprocal correspondence. 
I acknowledge it is liot necessary for your Honour to enquire at present 
the cause of this proceeding, because you are not ignorant of it, and 
without affairs return to their usual channel I will not alter any of the 
least of my dispositions, I am sorry for the extravagance committed at 
Bttmlra. The Serjeant who did it has been well chastised and broken. 
To avoid tlie like for the future, T liave despatched my orders that 
no person whatsoever belonging to your side shall lie permitted to land ; 
and this will he the better complied with, if your Honour stops the 
passage boat on your side, which will not then lie of any use at all. 
As your Honour governs absolutely in your island, I do tlie same by 
the powers my superiors have vested me with in the countries under 
my jurisdiction ; therefore your Honour ought not to wonder at your 
patamara and the people of your island being hindered a passage 
through them. The same you ought to understand of the cows which 
you say were bought at Baleghat. There king done on your side 


1 Puli. Diary 1 of 1720, 7ft- 70. Forrest's Home Merles, II. 34- 15. 
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actions unreasonable in the highest degree, 1 find these hut a reciprocal 
return. And as I suppose your Honour remembers the last paragraph 
of your letter of the 24th May 1720, wherein you insinuate that for us 
to write more cannot be necessary or agreeable, I flo not doubt that 
your Honour will agree with me that since what 1 proposed on that 
particular was rejected, writing any further on the matter we are now 
treating of w ill be unreasonable. 1 

At a Consultation on the 18th June, after reading this letter, the Presi¬ 
dent also acquainted the Board that Mr. Courtney wrote him yesterday 
that the Portuguese Kolis at the fishing stakes in Maliim river told the 
persons he sent for the VVelgate (that is local Marathi he.h[ef. guard-pay 
a word still in use for presents to sepoys) that the English would receive 
payment no more, for there would be a guard to keep them off. Upon 
which he had given Mr. Courtney orders to send for it as usual; and 
that if any one offered to insult our people, ho should keep a galivat 
ready to protect them ; which is unanimously approved. The President 
then added, in his opinion the proceedings of the Portuguese would 
give occasion for a rupture. 2 * 4 

On the 23 rd June the President kid before the Board a letter be 
received this morning from \1 r. Courtney advising him that some Moor¬ 
men belonging to this island who swam over from Sabetto last night 
told him that about 14 days ago (9th June 1720), at Daman they met 
one of our patnmnrs going to Surat who acquainted them that as they 
were going to Madras with letters from hence they were stopped at 
Bandia, had their letters taken from them, and both the letters and 
themselves sent to Bassein, whore they wmc imprisoned some time and 
what money they had taken from them. At length they- were whipped 
and set a.t liberty without having the letters returned.* 

On the 30th June read a short letter from our Chief and factors a,t 
Surat, advising several of our pntanuirs were returned, being afraid 
to come into the Portuguese country on informal ion that they should he 
conlined. Among the rest were the pulamarts wodespatchod for Madras 
the 1st ultimo (May 1720), who informed them they were put under a 
guard at Bandra and sent to Basscin, where after examination their 
letters were taken from them and they confined four days, after which 
they were released without having tlieir letters restored. Wrote to our 
Chief and factors at burnt enclosing ropy of our last. 1 

The Oth July the Portuguese still continuing their prohibition and 
having been so unmannerly as to stop our p.rfamars and take their 
letters from them, the President proposes issuing out a proclamation 
requiring all persons who live in other parts and have estates on this 
island to repair hither with their arms in the term of twenty-one days 
on pain of having their estates confiscated to the Right Honourable 
Company. Also that all persons who have any money goods or effects 
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belonging to any of the inhabitants in the Portuguese territories do give 
in an account thereof to the Secretary within the said term. This is 
approved and agreed to. Ordered that the Secretary prepare a 
proclamation accordingly. 1 2 

This day (6th July 171’0) was published the proclamation requiring 
all persons who have estates on the island and live in other parts to 
repair hither in twenty-one days." 

The 21st July 1 72V tho President received a letter front Mr. Courtney 
at M.'ihim advising the Portuguese had erected a gibbet at BAudra. 
After hearing (one or two) great guns he could soo two men hoisted up 
to the top of the gibbet and let down again throe times, after which they 
tired another gun. When the men who had been served so were come over 
in a canoe they proved to lx: O’Chaves and another man, both inhabitants 
of this island, who w'ere sent hence to give Fernando d’Silvora notice of 
the proclamation requiring all persons who are inhabitants in other 
parts and have estates on this island to repair hither on penalty of 
forfeiting tho same, They were very sore anil mightily terrified. 3 4 * 6 

The 80th July the lime limited by proclamation for the inhabitants 
of other parts, who have estates on this island to repair hither being 
expired and none of them appearing, the Council ordered that the 
vercadoi.es enter upon and receive the produce of such estates on the 
Itiglit Honourable Company’s account and pay the same into their 
treasury. And whereas several persons have presented petitions to the 
President setting forth that they have demands on such estates, ordered 
that said petitions be delivered to the Chief Justice of the Court of 
Judicature to be there examined, and that he make a report in writing 
to the Board for onr adjusting tho same.* 

The 8(dh July 1720, it appearing to the Board that tho practice of 
Portuguese and other foreigners making land purchases on this island has 
been prejudicial to the Government, it was unanimously resolved that 
no person who is not an inhabitant on this island shall for the future 
purchase any estates, and ordered that the Secretary prepare a procla¬ 
mation accordingly/’ 

The 1st August a proclamation to the above effect was published by- 
beat of drum/ 

In May 1724, the diary records : A letter is received from KAnhoji 
An grin to the Bombay Government, wishing for a treaty to be made 
between him and the Government. This loeing debated, it,is the unani¬ 
mous opinion of the Board that the Englishmen prisoners lie first 
delivered up to us before wo enter on a treaty and that the President 
return him an answer in a style suitable to his rank as follows 7 : 

When I acquaint your Honour that 1 do well remember your com¬ 
mencing to annoy this island in the time Mr. Burniston Governor here 
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under Ills Excellency Sir John Gayer, General, then at Surat, you 
will believe I am no stranger to your proceedings ever since. You 
must therefore excuse me if I accept not of entering into any treaty 
with you until you give me a proof of your sincerity by immediately 
setting at liberty the people of our nation you have with you prisoners 
taken by you without giving you any offence. When the prisoners 
are released I shall be ready to receive from you any proposal towards 
an accommodation you shall think proper to make as well as 1 shall 
demonstrate to your Honour you have to deal with one who knows 
how to return your civility. 1 2 3 

The 7th August foliowiugtlie President (Honourable Mr.Phipps) reads 
to the Board Kanhoji Angria's letter to him of the 23rd July- wherein 
he shows an inclination to treat for exchange of prisoners, proposing 
for that purpose a person of character to intervene and act as guarantee. 
There being none among our neighbours who we think will engage in 
the same that are fit to be trusted, it is agreed that the President write 
an answer to that part of his letter only" concerning the release of our 
prisoners, that for so many as he shall release of ours, on then- arrival 
here we will release a like number of his/’ 

The 13th November the President represents to the Board that Sidi 
Saut of Aujanvel or Dabhol has at sundry times sent off to our 
vessels provisions and refreshment while cruizing off that port and been 
otherwise very courteous in his advices in relation to Angria ; in order 
to keep him in the like good disposition it is resolved to make him. a 
present of three yards of scarlet cloth, a pair of pistols, and a gilt 
6word. Directed that the Fori St. George galley with the Shark and 
Antelope eruizo between l);lbhol and Malabar Hill. 4 

Four years later (15th November 1723) the President, acquaints the 
Board that he lias received notice of Slillm Itaja’s intention to come 
and visit liis garrisons along the sea coast under the command of 
Angria and that he is at present within throe days of Koldba with a 
considerable army. Wherefore the Board decide it will not be advis¬ 
able to deprive ourselves of any of our cruizers so early as we intended by 
sending them along with the l'r inert Frederick to Mokha, and resolve 
that the bomb ketch be anew rigged to be sent with a proper detachment 
on board her for that service. 5 * 

The diary of the 12th March 1731 has this entry : The Paymaster 
brings in a list of the sundry widows of the men who were killed in the 
Bangui galley in the late unfortunate engagement with Angria’s 
grabs. We are convinced they are objects of charity and therefore and 
for the encouragement of others in the service we think it but reason¬ 
able to allow Rs. 2 per month to such as have no children and Its. 3 to 
such as have, while they continue widows. 11 
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Two mouths later, May 1731, an engagement took place with Angria 
near Surat. A Bombay letter to Surat (9 th May) has the following : 
We read with particular satisfaction your success in intercepting two 
of Anglia's galivats that were loading in your river and bound to 
Colabby (Kolaba) and wc are glad to llud that the Sidi's vakil acted so 
friendly in this affair. 1 

In 1731 the threatening increase of Mardtha and Angria power in 
the decline of Moghal authority led the Portuguese and the English to 
set their grounds of dissension on one side and to some extent to make 
common cause against the advance of their common enemy. The 11th 
April 1731 the President (Honourable It. Cowan) acquaints the gentle¬ 
men of the Board that ho calls this Consultation to lay before them a 
request that yesterday he received from the General of the North that tho 
300 sepoys lately enlisted for the service of this island might be lent him 
during (lie rainy season to garrison Thd.na and Porsik for tho better defend¬ 
ing that pass into Salsette. He at tho same time acquainted them that 
the Viceroy of Goa had made him the like request in a letter that he had 
lately received from llis Excellency. TheNaid 300 sepoys to be punc¬ 
tually paid by the Portuguese the time they shall remain in their terri¬ 
tories. 'Tills being taken into consideration and duly pondering of 
what importance it is for the safety and tranquillity of this island to 
prevent the Marathls from getting footing on the island of Sdlsotte 
which seemed last rains to he their main intent, and sundry efforts 
were made by them in order thereto; considering likewise that it is 
much easier preventing their getting possession than it will be expelling 
of them if once possessed ; and that we have no great occasion for the 
300 sepoys at. present, as ihe two brothers, sons of Angria, have divided 
their forces, the younger being gone to Gheria with four grabs and nine 
galivats and no more than the usual garrison remaining at Koldba ; 
that our garrison will be reinforced during the rains by the crews and 
detachments on board the three galleys and two grabs that aro to lie 
hauled up : It is agreed that the President comply with the General of 
the North's request and immediately order the 300 sepoys and then- 
proper officers to be sent to Thana for the defence of that place.- 

Two years later (1733) a correspondence with. Madras shows how 
well the Bombay Council wore aware that tho prosperity of Bombay 
depended on the continuance of Portuguese rule. The oth October 
1733 the President acquaints the Board that yesterday he received a letter 
from the Viceroy of Goa complaining that he had certain advice from 
St. Thomas that the Governor of Madras had publicly prohibited all 
inhabitants of that place from trading with tho Portuguese ship Europa 
that lay at anchor in the road of St. Thomas, and had likewise endea¬ 
voured to prevent the other inhabitants of that coast from trading with 
her. This being so contrary to the amity and good correspondence that 
subsist between the two nations, it the more surprised him and might be 
the moans of interrupting the same good harmony and correspondence 
as he found himself obliged to give the like orders for treating in the 
Same manner all English ships coming from that side to Goa and the 
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other Portuguese ports on this eoast. Desiring the President to apply 
a remedy to this inconvenience. 

Taking the same into consideration as Fort St. George is entirely 
independent of this Presidency, the only remedy we can tiiink of is that 
the President write a letter to the Governor of Fort St. George and 
send him a copy of the paragraphs of the Viceroy's letter concerning 
this affair representing the ill consequences that may attend the trade 
on this side from the Viceroy's resentment, which he may probably carry 
further than at present he threatens ; noting that it has been recom¬ 
mended to us by our Honourable Masters to cultivate and keep up a 
good correspondence with the Portuguese nation in these parts, and 
that this is the more necessary at present as we are entirely deprived of 
all manner of provisions from the Sidi's country which is now in 
possession of the MariltMs and Angria and our chiof dependence is upon 
our Portuguese neighbours. 1 

Similarly the records of a few years later (17116-1735) show the Portu¬ 
guese on more than one occasion anxious to conciliate the English by 
reducing their tolls on Bombay vessels and goods, A Consultation of the 
5th Deeetnbor 1735, notes tliatin the year 1733 the Portuguese laid a duty 
of one rupee per muda on all batty exported from their territories which 
the late President complaining of to the Viceroy of Goa, he was pleased 
to relinquish. The Consultation continues : And as we do not know of 
any right the Portuguese have to receive the said duties of one per 
cent for Thrfna town wall and two per cent o njiigri (sugar) for Bassein 
on the trade passing through the rivers, while the collecting of them is 
contrary to the 11th article of the treaty of marriage, the President 
has prepared a letter to the General of the North, now read and approved, 
demanding that the said duties be relinquished, and desiring him to give 
the necessary orders to desist from collecting the same. 2 

A few days later the President (Honourable J. Horne) acquaints (Dec¬ 
ember 1735) the Board that the General of the North had assured him he 
had given orders not to collect the duty for Tirana town wall and the city 
Bassein on the trade passing through the rivers to and from this island. 3 4 

Three years before this (1732) the defeat of the Sidi by the MardtMe 
gave the Company an opportunity of attempting to secure the Sidi's 
important post of admiral of the Moghal and protector of the trade of 
Surat.* A Consultation of the 7th June 1733 contains the following: 
The President (Honourable R. Cowan) acquaints the Board that he desir¬ 
ed this meeting to communicate to them regarding the revolution that has 
lately happened in the Sidi’s country by the Shahu Raja's forces in con¬ 
junction with those of Angria taking several of the Sidi's forts and the 
country adjacent, and more particularly on their getting possession of all 
his fleet. On hearing of the Sidi's defeat the President wrote to Mr. Henry 
Lowther, Chief at Surat, to endeavour to learn the opinion of Teg Beg 
Khdu, tire present governor of that place, on the present posture of 
affairs and to sound him if by his means a Phirmanor grant could bo 
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obtained from court assigning a jftgir or estate to the Honourable 
Company for protecting the trade of Surat and tins coast since the Sidi, 
to whom an annual jsgir of three lakhs of rupees has been hitherto paid 
for that purpose is now no longer in a condition to protect them ; and 
the common enemy by the addition of the Sidi's fleet is become more 
formidable than ever. To this Mr. Lowthev returned for answer 
that lie believed such a thing might be brought about and he would 
take the most effectual methods to accomplish it. The President bad 
received a further letter from Mr. Lowthcr under date 26th ultimo 
(May), importing that the 24th of the same month the governor Teg 
"Beg Khan sent for Mr. Lovvther and of his own accord proposed to him 
that, since the Sidi had lost the greatest part of his country with his 
whole fleet and was thereby no longer in a condition to protect the 
trade of the coast against pirates and piekaroons, he was no longer 
entitled to the j-igir that was annually paid him by the court out of the 
Surat customs on that account, and as we are most capable of any power 
whatever in those parts to undertake that affair, if we were willing, 
lie would endeavour by means of bis patron Caundaura (Khan Dura) at 
court to obtain for us a Phirman for a certain sum to be paid us 
annually. To whom the Chief returned for answer that he was 
obliged to him for the good opinion lie had of the English nation and 
for his good intention towards us, that indeed the Honourable Company 
bad hitherto been tlie only protectors of tlie trade of Surat and of those 
seas and that the Sidi had never the least contributed towards it, 
notwithstanding the annual jagir that was paid him out of the Surat 
customs for that purpose. This had put the Honourable Company to 
so great aii expense that they were become weary of it and inclined to 
lessen it by making a peace with the sons cf Anglia who bad lately 
offered them very advantageous terms and as a token of their sincerity 
had already released all the prisoners which they had taken from us with¬ 
out ransom. However, if he the governor could obtain from court 
an annual jiigir adequate to the charges wo should bo at in protecting 
the trade, he believed he might be persuaded to conics into his measures 
and put a stop to the treaty of peace that, was now on foot with Angria 
and desired he might have leave to communicate to the Governor of 
Bombay w hat, had passed between them and receive his instructions how 
to act in this affair. This the Surat governor approved. Taking 
these advices into consideration and debating thereon, it is observed our 
marine charges of laie years have been very great and are likely to in¬ 
crease by the additional strength the two sons of Angria have acquired 
by their conquest of the Sidi's country. With the SidiT licet of grabs 
and galivuts in their possession the Angrias are become too formidable to 
be kept in awe with the small sea force we have at present in our service. 
So that unless a more effectual and speedy method is taken to put a stop 
to their growing power, the trade of these seas will become very preca¬ 
rious if not, impracticable, and our Honourable Masters will be under an 
absolute necessity to increase their marine forces for protecting their 
own trade and settlements on this coast, however grievous and heavy 
the burthen may be. On the other baud should ivc succeed in obtaining 
such a jagir as we may reasonably expect from court for protecting the 
trade of theMoghaFs subjects in these seas, it will not only lessen greatly 
the expenses our Honourable Employers have been at for so long a time, 



Materials,] 


AND TSLAND, 103 

but it is to be hoped will entirely defray their whole marine charges. 
We therefore approve the answer Mr. Lowthcr gave Teg Beg Klian 
in the conference he luul with him, and agree that Mr. Lowther 
be fully empowered and authorized to enter into a treaty with the said 
governor and bring this affair to a happy conclusion if possible, and 
that whatever sums of money shall be expended in this service, sliall bo 
allowed him on our Honourable Masters’ account, not doubting but he 
will act with the greatest caution circumspection and frugality in an 
affair where success is doubtful. Yet we can never hope for an 
opportunity so promising as the present when there is no longer any 
prospect of the Sidi family being over again able to make any figure 
at sea since the Maratlris and Angria are in possession ol‘ their whole tluet. 
Equally little can the Sidis hereafter claim the jigir formerly paid them 
in consideration of their keeping up a fleet to protect the trades, the only 
use of which was, when the Sidi was in posse-sinn of it, once a year to 
go to Surat Bar to demand and enforce the payment of their said jftgir 
from the Surat Oovernment without ever minding the trade. As 
Teg Beg Khan has of his own accord proposed to Mr. Lowther that the 
English should undertake the protection of the trade, we have reason 
to hope that he will be the more hearty and sincere in soliciting at the 
Moghul’s court the perfecting and bringing to n speedy conclusion this 
his own scheme and proposal. 

The main point will he what sum to insist upon. Though the Sidi had 
three Idklis of rupees allowed him by the Moghal, wo know that the whole 
sum was never paid him bv the Surat governors though they charged 
it as paid in their accounts with the king. On the other band when 
this pigir of three ltikhs was allowed the Sidi, Angria and the other petty 
pirates on the coast were of little consequence to what they are now, 
and a small force by sea was sufficient to oppose them. N ow with the 
addition of the Sidi’s whole fleet of grabs and galivats the two Angria s 
are become very formidable and will require a considerable marine force 
to suppress them or prevent their depredations on the sea. Such duties 
will consequently occasion much greater expense than over the Sidi 
was at with his fleet which was seldom litted out but once-a year and 
that only for two months in the fairest season. 1 

Resolved therefore that the President and John H ome, Esquire, be 
appointed a committee to transact this affair with Mr. Lowther, and 
that this consultation and all transactions relating to this affair l>e 
entrusted to the Secretary and entered a,paid fmm the diaries and 
consultations of tins Presidency as some letters will require a speedier 
answer during this negotiation than will admit of first laying them 
before the Board. Resolved' likewise that a letter lie immediately 
prepared pursuant to this consultation to be sent to Mr. Lowther by 
jpatamar express. 2 

A Consultation of the 13th July shows how seriously Angria’s succes¬ 
ses affected Bombay. The President observes to the Board : The great 
progress the junction of Shfi.hu Raja’s forces with those of Angria has 
made in the reduction of the Sidi’s country to their obedience since the 
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death of the Nabob Ydkub Khan is more owing to llio dissension 
of the Sidi’s officers than to the force of the Maratha anas. However 
it is certain the Marat has have got into their possession the town of 
Bdjpuri (or Damla Rajpuri) ami a sort of fortress called the Coerce 
(Kholtri opposite Janjira island) 1 with all the Sidi’s fleet of grabs 
and galivats, their guns and warlike stores, and nothing but the 
fort upon the island in that harbour holds out against them. The 
strong fort of B.iiiri, formerly the chief residence of the Shivsji Raja 
and others the predecessors of the present Shrfhn Raja, has in like 
manner fallen into their hands through treachery. And we have certain 
intelligence that another separate body of the Shrihu Raja’s forces are 
ordered to march against Anjanvel and two other of the Sidi’s forts 
to the southward. But a few days since Angria lias taken the fort 
of Upper Chaul belonging to the JVfoghal and within less than a mile of 
the city and fortress of Chaul belonging to the Portuguese. ITe has 
likewise taken the small fort of Ravani (ftevas) 2 in the river of Pen and 
the larger fort of Thai situated on the western point of the south 
land that forms one side of this bay and contiguous to the island and 
fort of Underi. He is likewise preparing to attack Underi as soon 
as the weather wall permit him to make use of his galivats for that 
purpose. If he should succeed in that attempt he is entirely master 
of the south entrance of this port, and it will lie impossible for any small 
embarkations or ships of little force txiund to this port to escape his 
galivats. Consequently an end will be put to the greatest part of 
our country trade, as all the Sidi’s grabs and galivats are given to 
Sakhoji Anglia for his share of the plunder of Rdjpuri and he has 
carried them to Koluba to join the rest of his fleet which now consists 
of 11 grabs and 25 galivats, besides 4 grabs and 20 gall vats under the 
direction of his brother Sambhflji at Gheria. 

The Consultation continues: Upon this emergency we have been 
frequently solicited by the Sidi’s officers for assistance and succours 
both from Rdjpuri and Anjanvel but more immediately from Underi 
nearest in our neighbourhood. Even were there no other political 
reasons for preventing our so far interfering to grant the necessary 
assistance to all three is not in our power both from the weakness of 
our garrison and the great distance of the places. But the consequence 
of Underi’s falling into the enemy’s possession claims our more 
immediate consideration, as that will more sensibly affect us both 
with respect to the trade of this port and the procuring of pro¬ 
visions for the use of the island. These considerations being duly 
pondered and debated it is the unanimous opinion of this Board that 
iu duty to our Honourable Employers we are indispensably obliged to 
use our utmost endeavours to prevent the island and fortress of Underi 
falling into the enemy’s hands by succouring the same and preserving it 
either in the possession of the Sidi or taking it into the possession of our 
Honourable Masters by the Sulks consent: Subject to this condition that 
if the heirs or successors of the late Sidi YdkubKMn should be restored 
to their country command and authority, and should desire the restitu¬ 
tion of the fortress of Underi, the same shall bo delivered up to them 
on their paying the full expense and charge that the Honourable Cora- 


1 Bombay Gazetteer, Koliiba, XI. 464. 
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pany may be at in preserving the said, fortress with the usual interest 
thereon at the rate of nine per cent per annum. But should the Mar&th&s 
remain possessed of the Sidis 3 territories without any hopes of the 
Sidis - ’ retrieving them, then the fortress of Underi shall remain to the 
Honourable Company as their sole right and property. To put iu 
execution this our resolution it is agreed that we give orders to 
Captain Thomas Holden, Commander of the Martj, to proceed with that 
ship under his command as soon as wind and weather will permit and come 
to an anchor as near to the said fortress of Underi as he with safety can 
with the said ship in order to cover the galivats and boats that we may 
have occasion to send from hence with men artillery and ammunition to 
the succour of the said fortress. Agreed that the said succours to be 
sent at present do consist of 1 lieutenant, 2 ensigns, 4 serjeauts, 
4 corporals, 40 European musketeers and 60 lopasses, 6 nine-pounders, 
6 six-pounders, 60 barrels of powder, 10U spare muskels and sundry other 
stores as per list entered below, Directed that Lieutenant James 
Tnehbird have the command of the detachment and chief direction of 
this expedition with Ensign James Sterling and Ensign Forbes to his 
assistance. The President to give the necessary instructions to Lieut. 
Inchbird particularly inculcating that before any of the artillery or 
ammunition is landed, he is to take such exact survey of the fortress of 
Underi and its fortilieations as will enable him to frame a judgment 
whether or no the same is capable of l)eiug defended against any 
attempts that may be made by the enemy through the succours that we 
may be able to give. If he finds that the fort is not tenable either 
through the deficiency or irregularity of its fortifications or its too near 
situation to the mainland on which the enemy may erect batteries suffi¬ 
cient to make a practicable breach in the body of the place, he is not iu 
such case to land any of the artillery or stores Indore he has made a re¬ 
gular report to the President of the condition or state he finds the place 
in and received his answer thereupon. Directed that Captain Robert 
Macneale be sent to the assistance of Lieutenant Inchbird, whose know¬ 
ledge of the language and customs of the country people renders him 
the fittest person to treat and transact any affairs with them, and as we 
have had a long experience of his capacity prudence and fidelity, agreed 
that Lieutenant Inchbird be directed to consult Captain Macneale on 
all occasions and that he do not undertake anything of moment without 
his advice and approbation. 1 

The details of the ammunition and stores sent with the detachment 
to Underi are : 

Guns —6 nine-pounders, 6 six-pounders. 

Shota —600 round nine-pounders, 200 double-head nine-pounders, 
600 round six-pounders, 60 lead grape shot for nine-pounders, and 
30 four-ounce shot. 

Cohorn mortars —6. Shells for cohorn mortars fixed 300, grenado 
shells fixed 300, powder horns fixed 12. Ladles and Worms — 
for nine-pounders, 6; for six-pounders, 6. Sponge staves fixed— 
for nine-pounders 12; for six-pounders, 6. Gunner’s hits —6. 

Hand spikes —66. A gin with spare blocks and tackle. 
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Muskets 100, cutlasses 100, cartouch boxes 100, bluuderhusses 6, 
brass musketoons 0, brass pistols 6 pair, liarquebusges IS, flints 
cS00, country match 1400 scabies (skeins). 

Gunpowder —00 barrels Bombay cannon, 9 barrels line, 2 barrels 
Europe cannon. Balls —11. 

M&iieinus and hospital stoves. 

Besides the above there arc to be sent with this detachment sundry 
artificers as carpenters smiths bricklayers and stone-cutters with 
the necessary implements and such stores as may he wanted after a 
survey is taken of the island and its fortifications, a particular account 
of which will from time to time be delivered by the proper persons into 
the accountant’s office. 1 

Next day (14th July) Governor It. Cowan issued the following 
instructions to Lieutenant Jnchbird: You are hereby appointed Com¬ 
mander-in-chief of the expedition designed for succouring and defend¬ 
ing tlic fortress of Underi against the common enemy with Ensigns 
James Sterling and Henry .Forbes to your assistance, together with 4 
serjeauts, 4 corporals, tit) European musketeers, 60 topasscs, and a train 
of artillery, provisions and warlike stores according to the list herewith, 
delivered yon. You are to sail with the first opportunity of wind and 
weather with the galivats and oilier vessels under convoy of the Mary, 
Captain Thomas Holden, Commander, who has orders to bring the said 
ship to an anchor as near to the island of Underi as he can with safety, 
the better to cover your lauding on the said island with the said galivats 
and other vessels to secure your so doing from any attempts that may be 
made by theeuemy from their galivats or from the main. As soon there¬ 
fore as the said slop conics to an anchor, if the tide will permit you, 
you are to proceed with the galivats and boats under your command to 
the usual and most commodious landing-place on the said island, taking 
directions therein from the Midi’s people and boats that accompany you, 
as they are best acquainted with the place. If upon the Mary’s 
anchoring the tide is so far spent that you cannot securely reach the 
said island, you arc to come to an anchor with the galivats and vessels 
under the guns of tlie said ship and there wait until a proper opportu¬ 
nity of wind and tide offers for your proceeding to the said island. 
I doubt not but the ship Mary will lie able to proceed so far to the 
southward as to discover whether any of the enemy’s galivats are lying 
at Cundry or not and with the assistance of the four Company’s fighting 
galivats to protect you from their attempts, if there should be any, of 
preventing your landing as you arc above directed. You are to embark 
yourself and detachment on board the four Company’s galivats and to ac¬ 
commodate them in the best manner you can. Upon your arrival at Underi 
you are to secure the vessels and people as w’ell as you can from any 
random shot there may be sent by the enemy from Thai or any batteries 
they may have erected on the main. Then landing yourself with 
Captain Maeneale whom you are upon all occasions to consult in this 
undertaking as a person perfectly well acquainted with the situation of 
tho place and disposition of the people as well as the disposition of the 
enemy, and leaving the care of the detachment artillery and ammuni- 


1 Bum, Gov. Consultation, 13th July 1733, Pub. Diary 5 of 1732-33, 150- 151. 
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lion Lo the two ensigns, you are to go to the f<>rt and deliver my letter 
to Sidi Bala 1, the Killedar or governor, which will acquaint him with 
the design of your coming and the service you are sent on. 

You are next, before you condescend to land either yonr detachment 
artillery or stores, to make a thorough survey and examination of the 
island and its fortifications, the number of the guns therein, their quali¬ 
ties and the carriages they 7 are mounted on, the quantity of provisions 
water and warlike stores, and the number of lighting sepoys so as to he 
able to frame a peifcet judgment whether or no, with the succours you 
now carry and I may hereafter he able to send, the island is capable 
of being defended from any attempt that the enemy may make against 
it. You are particularly to consider the distance it is from the main¬ 
land of Thai and Die effect tlial any batteries raised at Thai might have 
against the fort of Under! Likewise the depth of water on all sides 
and how near the enemy's grabs may approach Underi so as to batter 
the fort by their prow or side guns in such manner as a practicable breach 
may lie effected. More especially you are to consider how the main 
gateway or entrance is secured and whether or no there is any place upon 
the island where the enemy may land a body 7 of men sufficient and 
draw them up so as to make a regular attack without being exposed to 
the lire of the artillery from the fort so as to frustrate their attempts. 
From the best information 1 have been hitherto able to obtain, there is 
not snflieient depth of water for their grabs to approach near enough 
so as to do any execution without being' at the same time exposed to 
our galleys and grabs whom they must always expect to watch their 
motions. If you find that w ith the assistance vou now carry and what 
hereafter I may be able to send you, the place is tenable, you are then 
to land your detachment, provision, and ammunition. But if you find 
that tlie artillery that is already in ihc fort and the carriages to mount 
it on may, by the assistance of the carpenters ami smiths that we 
now send with yon, he rendered^suificilmfl for the defence c;f the place, 
there will be then no occasion for landing the artillery we now send 
with you or at least only such part of it as you and Captain Macneale 
shall judge absolutely necessary. 

Y ou are next to send off in the nine galivats lielonging to the island 
and sncli other boats as you can spare to send hither with the utmost 
expedition, all the women children old men and other persons unlit for 
service under convoy of the Company's four galivats, who, under cover 
of the Mary, may see them safely so far in their way to this port as to he 
out of danger and then the four Company’s galivats may return to you 
for yonr further orders, If at one trip the nine galivats and your boats 
cannot transport the whole of the unnecessary people, you may order 
the boats hack to make a second trip so as to clear the garrison of every¬ 
thing but such a number of men as may be sufficient for its defence, 
which I compute 500 effective lighting men must be at all events. 

In my letter to Sidi Balal 1 have signified to him as my opinion that 
on the present emergency it will be for his interest and that of the 
Sidi his master, to hoist the English Hag upon his fort and deliver up to 
you the defence of it with his assistance and that of his present garrison, 
with this condition that whenever the Sidi thinks proper to demand the 
restitution of it to him on his affairs taking a different turn than what 
they seem at present, to promise the same shall he delivered up on the 
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Sidi paying the Honourable Company the expense and charge they have 
been and may beat in preserving of it with tlie usual lawful interest of 
nine per cent per annum. In case that the Sidi’s affair will not admit 
of reclaiming the said fort, that then the same shall remain to the 
Honourable Company as their sole right and property, and the garrison 
of sepoys shall become the subjects of the said Honourable Company 
and remain in tlicir pay and service at the usual pay that is now paid to 
the garrison sepoys of Bombay. The hoisting of the English Hag and 
the talcing of the island and fortress of Under! into the Honourable 
Company’s immediate protection and defence will convince the enemy 
that we are fully determined to defend it and support it to the last. 
This, I flatter myself, that Sidi Balal and all honest Musalmdns will 
prefer to the giving it up to the Mardtlids on their specious but most 
false promises ; believing that wo have no other motive in making this 
proposal but to give a cheek to the growing insolence of that treacherous 
set of people, since I shall lie much better pleased to see the Sulks family 
anti his heirs restored to their ancient authority and command in this 
neighbourhood and in restoring to them the said island and fortress 
thau being at the expense of entertaining it on the Honourable Com¬ 
pany’s account without, any orb or prospect of advantage than that of 
keeping it out of the common enemy’s hands. 

If on your taking a survey of tho island you fmd it impracticable 
with the succours you now carry and what you ant capable of judging 
we may hereafter lie able to send you to defend it either through the de¬ 
ficiency of the fortifications, the contiguity of its situation to the main¬ 
land of Thai, and the batteries the enemy may raise thereon against it, or 
the repugnancy of the Sidi and his people to the conditions under which 
1 propose to give them the present assistance, you are then to forbear 
the landing of your detachment, artillery, provision or stores until 
you have made a report to me of the condition and circumstances you 
lind the place in, and wait my answer thereof. If my expectations 
are answered, as I have no loom to doubt they must be, you are then 
to expedite as much as possible the putting the place in a proper posture 
of defence aud sending hither all the unnecessary people, completing the 
number of the garrison to what you may think sufficient of fighting 
men. On so doing you may acquaint Captain Holden of the Mary 
that there is no farther occasion of continuing in his station but, that 
he may return with his sliip into Bombay harbour. 

Tlie charge of the provisions you are to put under the care of some 
serjeant or some person of trust and that of the ammunition and war¬ 
like stores under another, with the assistance of two lascare who are 
liest versed in those affairs, and each of them is to keep a regular book 
of receipts and issues of each species to be laid liefore me as often as 
required. 

Antonio De Mello who goes with you as chief gunner I have advanced 
to the pay of a quarter gunner for his encouragement. If he exerts 
himself with as much zeal and fidelity as I kuow he has capacity in 
that employment I doubt not but he will deserve the advance, 

I f at the first and second trip of the boats with the women and 
diildren they cannot send o£E the whole numljer you may send the 
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remainder on, board the Mary when she proceeds to this port, whoso 
commander has orders for receiving them and treating them in the best 
manner. 

Mr. Kellet has sent you sis bullocks for your Europeans with which 
you must make the best shift you can till we can send you more. .But 
I would have you inculcate to them to eat rice and khichndi which is 
more nourishing and wholesome than any flesh meat that ean pos¬ 
sibly bo procured at this wet season. "When fair weather sets in we 
ean supply you from time to time both with fresh and salt provisions as 
you may have occasion. But I believe when you are once settled you 
will not want more than 20 Europeans and you may return the remain¬ 
der hither. Of one thing I must put you in mind, immediately to 
set about making more tanks for water, as many at least as will con¬ 
tain sufficient water for all the fair season. You are no longer to 
depend on having any water from Thai as formerly, and to send it from 
hence will be very troublesome. It will be much more easy and 
less expensive to make tanks to contain a sufficient quantity of water 
for your garrison the year round. 

In the foregoing part of these instructions I have ordered you not 
to land your detachment and artillery until you and Captain Macneale 
had talked with Sidi Bal&l. In ease you find that the enemy fire 
upon your boats and people from Thai side and are likely to do them 
damage, you may land your people as soon as you can. Or as it is 
now moonlight, -I helieve it will be safest going in during the night time, 
the Sidi's people that sail along with you being sufficient pilots to carry 
you in either by night or day. Should Sidi BaHl of his own accord 
propose to you his coming hither to discourse with me, you may agree to 
it. But you are not to propose this to him from yourself. 

I have talked with Antonio de Mcllo, and he assures me that the walls 
of the fort are very good and that it is not possible for the enemy to do 
them any damage from Thai. Neither is it practicable to bring any 
grabs or other vessels capable of carrying a sufficient weight of metal 
to batter it by sea on any side, because of the foul ground that lies all 
round at a considerable distance, so that only shihars or galivats can 
approach it. And that you with your coheres may make the enemy very 
uneasy at Thai if they offer to molest you. However, I would have you 
very frugal of your ammunition since their firing against you ean be 
of very little consequence. 

I am most apprehensive that the Sidi's people will be very dilatory in 
transporting their wives and families and occasion the Mary to tarry 
longer in her station than I can allow for at this season of the year. 
You must expedite them as much as possible, and I would only have 
you keep such a number of sepoys in garrison as you think will be 
absolutely requisite. I believe you will find the fort is not so large as 
it has been described and that 300 men will be sufficient. However that 
l leave entirely to your discretion. I commit you to the Divine pro¬ 
tection. 1 
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On the 26th July tho President acquaints the Board that pursuant 
to our resolution of tho 13th instant (.Inly), the Mary, Captain Holden 
Commander, weighed anchor tho 15th of this month and stood towards 
the island of Underi with four of the Honourable Company’s fighting 
galivats and under their convoy sis Thdna boats with the detachment 
artillery and stores sent to the succour of that island. The galivats 
and boats happily arrived at Underi that evening, but the Mary was 
obliged to come to an anchor five miles distance, the Commander not 
esteeming it safe this season of the year to approach nearer. Upon 
their arrival Captain Inchbird and Captain Macneale, according to the 
President's instructions to Captain Inchbird, went to the Killeddr Sidi 
Bald] and delivered to him the President’s letter and acquainted him, 
with the occasion of their coming and the succours they had brought. 
After having taken a survey of the fort which they esteemed tenable, 
they proposed to the Killedar the hoisting the English ilag to which they 
believed the enemy would pay a greater regard than to that of the Sidi. 
To this the Killedar agreeing the English flag was accordingly hoisted 
ou the 16th in the morning under the discharge of the artillery of the 
fort and the galivats. Then the enemy from Cundery and their batteries 
from Tied began and continued to tire pretty briskly at the fort of 
Underi for that and several following days but without doing any 
damage. On the 1.1 th the galivats and boats returned with several 
families of women and children from Underi and the weather having 
proved very boisterous for two days before, the Mary being no longer of 
any ute where she lay, the Commander slipped his cable, not being able 
to purchase his anchor and came into port. 

At the same Consultation the President likewise acquaints the Board 
tliat he had received a letter from the Emperor’s secretary of state 
Shamshad Dan la (formerly known by the name of Khan Ddra) 
requiring him in his majesty’s name to assist the Sidi in conjunction 
with the Portuguese in recovering his territories tliat have lately been 
overrun by the Shdhu Mja and Anglia. To this the President re¬ 
turned answer: If his majesty would defray the whole expense of such 
an undertaking and send his royal army we should be glad to act in con¬ 
cert with them or with such other forces as may be procured from the 
Portuguese for restoring the Sidi to his domiuions. But that as our 
business in these parts of the world is trade and not to increase our 
charges, we keep up such a number of troops only as are capable of 
defending and protecting our commerce, without interfering with the 
too frequent quarrels of the neighbouring powers. 1 

At a Consultation dated 11th December 1733, Messrs, Lowther and 
Dickins being returned from Rdjpuri give in their diary of their trans¬ 
actions there and the treaty of alliance concluded with this Government 
under the seals of seven of tho principal governing Sidis. The counter¬ 
part signed by the President and Council and sealed with the Company’s 
seal, is to be returned to the Sidis of Rajpuri. 2 


1 Bom. Gov, Consultation, 26th July 1733, Pub. Diary 6 of 1732 - 33, 186-157* 
Forrest’s Home Series, II. 53-5*. 

5 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 11th December 1733, Pub. Diary 5 of 1732 ■ 33, 235, 
For the treaty see pages 280 to 289 of the Bam* diary. 



Materials.] 


AND ISLAND. 


171 


At a Consultation dated 13th September 1734, the President 
acquaints ns that yesterday arrived from TJnderi B2 prisoners who were 
taken in an expedition the Sidi lately made up the river of Pen wilhout 
the President’s knowledge or consent and contrary to the articles of 
agreement between ns. The President observes that a great many 
merchants come hither by the said river from the Ghfit country 
who carry away considerable quantities of goods, and he apprehends if 
such violences are continued, it will deter the merchants from venturing 
hither to the no small detriment of our trade. Therefore to convince 
the said merchants that we do not approve of such proceedings and are 
inclinable to prevent them, he proposes to return the prisoners to their 
habitations. This is unanimously agreed to. 1 

On the 22nd November 1734, having received advice that Mnndji 
the younger Anglia, had, on a quarrel with his elder brother Sambhdji, 
deserted from JKoldba and retired to Chant, the Council agree in think¬ 
ing it a good opportunity to endeavuur to weaken our enemy’s force b .y 
keeping up the dissension between the two brothers. "With tins object 
the President (Honourable J. Horne) proposes to send Captain Inchbird, 
who is well acquainted with the tempers of these people, to Ohaul to 
discourse with the said M&ndji on the situation of Iris brother's allairs. 
And, if lie can, to prompt Mbnaji to seize on some of his brother’s forts 
to the northward as this would greatly distress Sambhtiji, whose whole 
coun try depends upon the territories about Kolaha for graiu. And also, 
if ho finds that ManAji has a party sufficient many of the said forts,to 
give him hopes of our assisting him with what he may want towards 
becoming master of them and keeping them against his enemies. 2 

On the 6th December, the President, acquaints the Board that 
Captain lnohbird being returned from Chaul informed him that Maudji 
Angria had taken Upper Chaul from his brother Sambliaji, that he had 
about COO men with him, and had an interest with the people in Ivolaba 
and several othev of his brother’s forts by which he hoped to get them 
into his possession. But he is greatly in want of money and ammuni¬ 
tion which he earnestly solicits to be supplied from hence. We are con¬ 
vinced that it would be a very great advantage to us to keep up the 
dissension between the two brothers and thereby divide their force. 
For if Mdmlji succeeds in bis design on Koldba he will greatly distress 
his brother, who, for want of a licet, will not have it in bis power to pre¬ 
judice us, should he hereafter be inclined so to do, It is therefore 
agreed that for the present we advance MYumji Its. 4000 and supply 
him with the stores desired, being 7 small iron guns, 200 shot, 
30 barrels of powder, 20 slabs of lead, 3000 small shot for partridge, 
and 20 pieces of coarse cloth (damjri). That Captain Janies Inehbird 
return to Chaul to supply ManAji with the money as he mav have 
occasion for it and to take all opportunities of spiriting him up to carry 
on his resentments against his brother, 5 

In January 1736 the Bombay Council received the following letter 
from Captain Abraham Anselm and others of the Company's outward 
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bound ship Derby, then prisoners at. Angria,’s fort of Suvarndurg: Our 
long absence we suppose will be very surprising to you. The occa¬ 
sion is as follows. On the 18th March last (1785) our pilot ran our 
ship aground on a place in the ISwinn called the Mouse. We lay seven 
hour's beating and received so much damage that we were ordered by the 
Honourable Company into Sheerness where we unloaded and repaired the 
ship. Tliis detained us five weeks. The 27th April arrived in the Downs, 
on the 3<Jth April sailed from thence, the 1 st September arrived at Johanna 
and sailed the 13th October, the 'ib'th December at five in the mom (in 
17 J 50' north latitude about 16 leagues from shore) fell in with four 
galivats and five grabs belonging to Angria. They attacked us by six 
o’clock in the mom, having so little wind all day that our ship would 
neither stay nor veer. They took care we should not bring any guns to 
bear on them but what we got out of our stem ports which wc kept 
close. By eight o’clock they destroyed most of our rigging, at ten 
carried the mizen mast by the board at one shot away, the main mast 
at the same time received two double-headed shots between wind and 
water abaft which was secured, found two feet water in the hold aud 
still proved loakv. Soon after they lodged two double-headed shots in the 
foremast. Continued on in our engagement till four or five o’clock in the 
afternoon. Then thought m vain to proceed, so submitted. Seven of our 
men were killed, five more had their legs shot off, and many others 
wounded. There is one hundred and fifteen of us now prisoners with 
Angria, He seems to insist on peace or no redemption for us which we 
leave to your Honour’s disposition if convenient to restore us who are 
your Honour’s obliged and obedient humble servants to command. 
(Signed) Abraham Anselm, Robert Cuddon, Christopher Barrow. 
P.8 .—Our Chief Mate Mr. Thomas Rogers received a 6hot in his thigh, 
of which he died. We particularise this to your Honour seeing his name 
is not signed hereto. 1 Oth January 1786. 1 

Two days before {8th January 1736) the President bad acquainted 
the Board that he had this morning received the melancholy news of 
our Honourable Masters’ ship Derby being taken about twelve days ago 
(26th December 1735) by five of Samhliaji Augria’s grabs and carried 
into Southern drook (Suvarndurg). He has no other particulars of the 
action than that all her masts were carried away and several of her people 
killed. The Consultation proceeds: As it is probable that a light boat 
may overtake the departed ships before they leave the coast, it is directed 
that a short letter be immediately prepared to advise our Honourable 
Masters of this unhappy disaster and that a boat be despatched with it to 
proceed as far as Anjengo if she does not overtake the ship sooner. The 
President observes to the Board that by the fatal loss of the Derby we 
shall not have treasure sufficient to provide a loading of coffee at Mokha. 8 

On the 7 th May 17 86 the President communicates to the Board a letter 
received from Caitan doSouza, Captain of Chaul, advising him that one 
Moro Pant was arrived there with full powers from Sambhriji Angria 
to treat with us for making peace and had desired him to send down 
Captain Inchbird to hear what proposals he had to make, intimating 


1 Commander Abraham’s letter to Bom. Govt. 10th Jan. 1736, Pub. Diary 9 of 
1736, 11 -12. 4 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 8th Jan. 1736, Pub. Diary 9 of 1736, 2. 
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that this might prove a favourable opportunity fur getting away our 
people prisoners with Anglia. Though vve have little hopes of coining 
to an accommodation,. yet as our complying so far may he attended 
with the release of our prisoners who we believe Samhhaji may bo tired 
of keeping, it is agreed that Captain Inehbird be sent on this service as 
soon as our vessels return from the northward, 1 

On the Hill May the President communicates to the Hoard a letter 
received (18th May) from Captain Inehbird who on discoursing with 
Sambh&ji's vakil found his intended offers for making peace were with 
design to get master of Kol&ba, expecting wo shall not assist Mandji 
in order to prevent the success of that undertaking, desiring that we 
will send a person down to Gheria, promising also if we come to terms 
of peace to deliver up the ships and prisoners. Put as such a conde¬ 
scension would bring ns into contempt with, our neighbours and having 
little hopes that he would long continue in peace with us after lie had 
gained the present point when he would have it in his power more than 
ever to molest us, the President has drawn out an answer ordering 
Captain Inehbird to acquaint Sauibhaji’s vakil that we cannot agree to 
any such conditions ; hut if his master is so desirous of a peace as he 
pretends, that he first release all the prisoners of our nation as a mark 
of his sincerity when we shall be ready to hear and agree to any 
reasonable terms for making peace. This is approved by the Eoanl. 2 

On the 27th September the President communicates to the Board a 
letter received from Samhhaji Angria acquainting him that to show his 
desire of making peace he had sent fifteen of our people to (.’haul; that 
he had sent Moro ban t to oiler what he had further to say on this subject 
and desired Captain Inehbird might be sent down to Gheria to conclude 
the treaty. Which being considered, it is observed that Sambhaji's 
sending fifteen of the sailors to Chaul is but a slight mark of his 
sincority j tliat as we cannot think of making peace while our prisoners 
are in his hands, it will be needless for Moro Pant to come hither, nor 
can we condescend so far as to send Captain Iuchbiid to Gheria. Such 
a concession would expose us to the contempt of all our neighbours, 
as Sambh&ji would immediately spread a report that the English had 
sent to bog a peace. 3 

On the 1st October the President communicates to the Board a letter 
in answer to Sambhdji Anglia's, which is approved. As Sambhdji's 
messenger Moro Pant is at Chaul,. the sending Captain Inehbird to 
discourse with him may forward the release of our prisoners or at least 
keep them in heart by letting them see we are not unmindful of them ; 
and we are apprehensive that if they thought we neglected them, many 
of them would be driven to enter into Sambhdji’s service: It is therefore 
agreed that Captain Inehbird repair to Chaul. And the President com¬ 
municating such orders as he thinks proper to be given him on this 
occasion they are approved by the Board,* 


1 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 7th May 173G, Pub. Diary 9 of 1736, 230. 

* Bom. Gov. Consultation, 14th May 173G, Pub. Diary 9 of 1736, 244. 

3 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 27th Sept. 1736, Pub. Diary 9 of 1736, 36J. 
‘Born. Gov, Consultation, 1st October 1736, Pub. Diary 9 of 1736, 365. 
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On the 12th October the President communicates to the Board sundry 
letters from Captain Inchbird at Chaul who thinks nothing can be 
done towards the release of the prisoners unless we consent to his going 
down in our fleet to Glieria. But as we apprehend such a condescension 
would bring us into contempt with our neighbours, and that if Angria 
refuses to deliver up the prisoners on the President's signing a cessation 
of arms, he cannot have any sincere intentions to do bo on the bare 
hopes of commencing a treaty, and has a design in some manner to 
deceive us. Since therefore we cannot agree to Captain Inchbird going 
to Gheria it is directed that he return forthwith, one of the galleys now 
in port being sent to bring him away. 1 

The Bombay Diary of the 28rd Novembor has this entry: Imported the 
Prince of I Vales t Kirill (teorya, Princes Caroline, Victoria Hone, and 
Neptune from off Gheria having on board all the English that were 
prisoners with Angria (except three who entered into his service), their 
release having been obtained by Captain James Inchbird'e management. 2 

In their Consultation of *24th December 1786 the Bombay Government 
observe: Our cruizers importing this morning from the southward bring¬ 
ing in one of Angria’s grabs with a vessel belonging to the sons of 
Muhammad Ali, inliabitants of Surat, whom they had rescued from the 
enemy ; It is agreed, pursuant to the Consultation of the 19th November 
1781, that the value of the said grab, her stores and ammunition, be 
divided amongst the captors for their encouragement. As to the Surat 
vessel it is directed that for the present she be put under the care of the 
marine paymaster, he taking an inventory of what she has on board, 
concerning whom we shall defer coming to any resolution till we find 
whether and in what manner the government or the owners at Surat 
may make demands on her account. 

Ordered that the two subhed&rs taken in Angria's grab be confined 
without irons and that they have a full allowance of provisions and 
that the rest of the prisoners be put in irons and employed on the 
works with such au allowance of provisions as is necessary for their 
subsistence. 

The President then takes notice to the Board of the promise made 
by the late President and Council in the above consultation to give 
Rs. 2000 at their own expense to the captors for every grab of Angria's 
taken in battle, and leaves it to them in what manner to proportion the 
same. The several members who- were present at that time acquaint 
the Board that though they signed the Consultation the late President 
and Messrs. Lowther, Kellett, and Dickinson promised to bear the whole 
expense. It is observed that though the said gentlemen are all absent, 
yet as the said promise has been made public ou board all our vessels, it 
would be a great discouragement to the people in general should it not 
now be complied with. The President therefore in his own name offers 
to give Rs. 1000 and the rest of the members declining to bear any 
part of the remainder, it is agreed for the encouragement of our people 
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that the other Es. 1000 be paid out of the treasury on our Honourable 
Masters'’ account which we cannot think they will disapprove of. 1 2 

During these years (1704-1736), as a make-weight against the 
power of Angria, the Bombay Government cultivated friendly relations 
with Sidi Masiit. A Consultation of the 6th December 1734 has the 
following entry : Sidi Masut represents that the people belonging to his 
ships have for some time been very uneasy for want of their pay, and 
requests we would advance him money to discharge the arrears due to 
thorn without which he apprehends they will all desert him. He likewise 
desires a few guns and other stores for the use of his fleet. As we 
have already been at a considerable expense in assisting the Sidis to 
prevent the danger that would attend this settlement from their 
country falling into the hands of the Shahu Ea ja or Angria, in which 
case wo should be obliged to make a very large addition to our force and 
consequently to our charges, we think it but prudent to endeavour to 
prevent so great an evil by continuing our assistance to the Sidis, which 
expense we have a prospect of being repaid out of the money they may 
recover from the Surat government if by our means they can maintain 
that part of their country now- in their possession. It is therefore 
resolved that wp let Sidi Masut have Es. 5000 in money and the stores 
he desires for the use of his fleet. 8 

On the 10th January 1785 the President acquaints the Board that 
since his arrival he and several of the members had conferences with 
Sidi Sant on the state of the Sidi’is affairs and the subject of the tanlchn 
ar Mughal pension. That Sidi Saut will listen to no proposal for 
relinquishing the least part of the grant and seems much dissatisfied at 
our endeavouring to get it from them, urging that it is all they have 
to depend on for the support of their country. That Sidi Saut also 
represented the ill state of their affairs, being indebted to their soldiers 
and people, and so destitute of stores and ammunition that if we do not 
continue our assistance to them, they have no hopes of keeping their 
country out of the hands of Slrihu Ra ja; that they intend to proceed 
to Surat Bar with their fleet for recovering the money due from that 
government, out of which he promises to pay us what they are already 
indebted and for such farther assistance as we shall afford them. 

The Consultation continues: We are well Convinced of the truth of 
wliat Sidi Saut sets forth in regard to their poverty and the danger of 
their country. We greatly apprehend that if we deny them our assistance 
at this time they may be so far disgusted as to strike up a j>eace with 
the Shfiliu Raja by submitting to his yoke (which is the evil we have 
hitherto been guarding against). Thereby we should not only lose what 
they now owe us but they would even become our enemies in conjunction 
with Shdhu Kaja and Angria. Should not this be the immediate 
consequence, we are certain they would proceed with their force to 
plunder the country bordering on Pen river which would entirely put a 
stop to the trade carried on thither from this island. On the other hand 
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WO have good reason to believe they will recover a largo sum from the 
Surat government, and that, upon their fleet ap]>earmg at the bar, pur 
Chief will be applied to for adjusting their demands which will givo us 
an opportunity of repaying ourselves as far as the circumstances of the 
Sidis will admit. For these reasons it is agreed to advance the Sidis 
Us. 60,000. We hope we shall not be blamed for so doing when our 
Honourable Masters consider the danger this settlement would be 
exposed to on the destruction of the Sidis,* and that by oar assistance 
they have hopes of maintaining their country and we a prospect of 
being reimbursed the expense wc have been at on that account out of 
the money they may recover from the Surat government. 1 

Shortly after (February 1735) the Councils at Surat and Bombay 
were further able to benefit the Sidi by helping to settle the quarrel 
between him and the Moglial governor of Surat that rose out of the 
seizure by the Sidi of certain Surat vessels to compel the Moghal 
governor to pay him his allowance as Moglial admiral. 2 

A Bombay Consultation of the 3rd March contains this entry: 
Wrote a letter to the Chief and Factors at Surat in answer to theirs 
of the 22nd February, -and directed them, in case our trade should be 
impeded by the Moghal government on account of the Sidis, to detain 
such freight belonging to the Moors that might be on board of any 
English ship. This we judged would induce the merchants to interfere 
for putting a speedy end to the differences between the governor and 
the Sidis. 5 

A fortnight later (March 16th) the Bombay Council record the 
following entry; Imported the London sloop from Surat with Mr. 
John Kobinson on board who brought us a letter signed by the Chief 
and himself, dated 14th from the Bar, advising that the Sidis had 
carried away the Moors* ships, and requesting us to use our good offices 
with the Sidis for returning the ships to prevent fatal consequences. 
The Surat governor has signed an obligation to stand by the decision of 
the Chief and sundry merchants therein named who intended to have 
awarded the Sidi a large sum for admiral’s arrears; to have settled Sidi 
Masut in Surat; and to have fixed the admiral’s allowance to be paid 
annually in future. The President acquaints the Board that lie lias 
desired this meeting to take into consideration the advices received last 
night (15th March) and this morning from Surat giving an account of 
the Sidi seizing and carrying away the merchants’ ships which would 
occasion the ruin of the city if by our persuasion the Sidis were not 
prevailed oil to return them. Debating hereupon, it is observed that as 
the Surat merchants an* jealous of the Sidis they will not consent to pay 
them any money while their ships and ell'ccts remain in the Sidis’hands. 
Therefore the first step which to us seems necessary is to endeavour to 
prevail on the Sidis to let the merchants’ ships and cargoes lie brought 
into this harbour which we think will in some measure pacify the 
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merchants as their goods will not be liable to be plundered as when in 
the Sidis' own port. Mr. Binddyll beiug nominated to proceed to Janjira 
to discourse with the Sidis on this occasion, is unanimously approved. 
And it is agreed to direct him to use all possible arguments for prevailing 
on the Sidis to let the merchants' ships and cargoes come hither and to 
engage on our hfihalf that they shall not be restored to the Moors till the 
Sidis' demands on the Surat governor are complied with to satisfaction. 
That he acquaints them with the term offered by the Surat governor 
and endeavour to persuade the Sidis not to insist on too unreasonable 
terms, and at the same time to let them know we will use our good offices 
for obtaining them as large a sum as possible. That he also endeavour 
to prevail on the Sidis to send Sidi Masut immediately up to Surat Bar 
to treat with the governor. And as soon as anything is concluded to send 
advice thereof express to Surat that such of the merchants whose ships 
are almost in a readiness to proceed on their voyages may take the 
proper measures so as not to lose the benefit of the season. Directed 
also that a letter be now wrote to Surat to give them notice of this our 
resolution and that they acquaint the merchants therewith. 1 

On the 27 th March the Council record : Received a letter from 
Mr. Braddyll advising that the Sidis had at last consented to let the 
ships come hither, hut on condition that in case the Surat governor did 
not comply with their demands and finish their affairs to their satisfaction 
within twenty days after their arrival at Bombay, they should have 
free liberty to return with the ships. For our compliance therewith 
Mr. Braddyll in our behalf'gave them an obligation under his hand and 
seal. He is preparing to sail with the fleet and as the cruizcrs may be 
very serviceable, he keeps them to help tow the heavy ships and sends 
this advice that we may give the proper orders to Surat. The Sidis 
assured him that the ship's hatchways were all sealed down to prevent 
pilferage, and he thinks nothing has been landed except tome timber 
which the Sidis very much wanted and its value may be deducted out of 
the sum to bo paid them by the Surat governor. 2 

On the 28th March: Imported the Cowan frigate from Surat with a 
letter from Mr. Low titer, dated 26 th March, owning the receipt of ours of 
the 22nd. He says that from our endeavouring to get the ships taken 
by the Sidis returned and his preventing the second Sidi fleet of 
galivats carrying away the other ships from the Bar, the met chants and 
people of Surat, seem thoroughly satisfied, that we have acted a very 
disinterested part between them and the Sidis. He has communicated 
our orders to the geutlemeu in town and as soon as he has an answer 
from them will advise us of their proceeding. 8 

On the 2nd May the President reminded Sidi Saut of the singular 
services we had from time to time done them. That Undcri was still 
garrisoned by us and that at this juuctuve our fleet was upon their service 
at Aujanvel. That by all these means they had incurred a debt to the 
Company of near Rs. 1,50,000 and that all this was done while there 
was little hope of their being able to repay the Company m any reasonable 
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time. 1 As regards the Underi charges the following entry occurs in a 
Bombay Consultation of the 10th January; 5 We must remark that 
though the charge of defending Underi appears on our books to be 
Its, 4lj,785-3-17, the same is no more than we should have been at in our 
own garrison except for provisions to the soldiers, ammunition expended 
and guns remaining there, which two latter articles are charged at 50 
per cent,, and the sum of R«, 16,275-2-31 for assisting the Siclis wholly 
arises from stores supplied them at that advance. 

On the 23rd August the Bomlray Council record: The vessels 
belonging to tho Sidis being- about to depart for Itajpuri and their 
commanding oliieer having represented that they are bare of provisions 
and requested us to assist them with a .supply we would not willingly 
disgust them by a refusal at this time as we hope to recover good 
part of their debt out of the money they may receive from Surat, 
it is therefore agreed to let them have 50 mudun of batty which the 
warehouse keeper is ordered to deliver to them. The President at the 
same time acquaints the Board that on receipt of the last advices from 
Surat he immediately wrote to Sidi Abdul llahimdn and Sidi Saut to 
give orders to Surat that the lakh of rupees deposited in our treasury 
might remain here by which means he is in hopes of recovering that 
sum for the Company. 8 

Dining the next two years (3736-37) their common dread of tho 
Marti the s secured the continuance of friendly relations between the 
English and the Sidi. Cue result of these friendly relations was the 
establishment of a body of Sidi troops at Sion Fort to help the 
garrison in repelling any Martitha attack. The inevitable difference 
of opinion arose regarding the pay due to the Sidi contingent. A 
Consultation of llie 5th May 1737 records the following: Tho 
President acquaints the Board that he lias several times heard the 
Sidi people at Sion were uneasy for want of pay. He now lays 
before the Board a letter from Captain Inehbird at Sion advising him 
that the Sidi contingent had publicly declared they would uot 
contiuue without being regularly paid. This being debated, it is 
observed tint we could not well refuse to credit the Sidfis account 
for the charges of sending and maintaining these people while 
they continued hero. At the same time should we consent to 
pay them in ready money, it would amount to a very considerable 
sum as they protended to ask much greater pay Ilian our own 
people. While from the unruly disposition of the common people 
and the little obedience they have shown to the orders of their 
commanding- officers we cau expect no service from them but what suits 
their own inclination and wo are apprehensive that they may commit 
disorders and occasion uneasiness among our own inhabitants. We 
are in daily expectation of our fleet and when they arrive we hope to be 
in a condition to defend the island should the Martithas make auy 
attempts against us. It is therefore agreed that wo send the Shir's 
people hack to Rajpuri. And, that they may not go away disgusted, 
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that wc give each o£ them one mouth's pay according to the rates 
allowed our own sepoys and Its. LUO each to the two chief officers. 1 

Meanwhile Anglia’s hostility continued to cause uneasiness. A 
Consultation of the 1th April 1737 records: The President 
acquaints the Board that yesterday (3rd April 1737) ho received 
a letter from Sidi Bakil, the commanding officer at Under!, 
wherein he eays he has certain advice that Sambhaji Angria was 
preparing to invade Underi with seven grabs and thirty galivats, 
and if his advice was true they might he expected about this time. 
Whereupon the President immediately gave notice to Captain 
"Williamson to put his ship in a proper posture and the said Captain 
now presents the following letter to the Board : Hearing that your 
Honour has received certain advice that Anglia's fieet is expected 
here every day and that your Honour has some thoughts of sending 
the Ducket out with what other force you can make to frustrate his 
designs, this is to acquaint your Honour that now I am ready with 
the said ship to obey your Honour's commands. But 1 hope you 
will consider that the said ship is sent out as a ship for trade iu the 
Honourable Company's service. She is by Charter Party obliged to 
defeud herself against any ships or vessels that shall attack or molest 
her in her said voyage ; but I do not. apprehend she is to be fitted 
out as a man-of-war to seek an enemy without some security to the 
owners to make good what damages may thereby accrue either to the 
ship furniture or stores. This 1 hope your Honour will consider of j 
and as you have a precedent of the Fordwirh at Bengal, I hope the 
owners may have the same security which will oblige me very readily to 
obey your commands. 2 

On the above letter from Captain Williamson, it is observed that 
by the Charter Party the Company are entitled to the use of 
the ship both in trade and warfare, and wo could produce instances 
to prove that the same has been practised and never before objected 
to. Wherefore we cannot consent to what the Captain desires. 
Yet as it is reasonable that the Honourable Company should be at 
the charge of whafc ammunition may bo expended on this occasion, it 
is agreed that in answer to the Captain's letter the Secretary signify 
the same in writing, leaving any damage the ship may receive to be 
adjusted between the Honourable Company and the owners iu England, 
As we have not vessels of the Honourable Company at present able 
to cope with such a fleet, as it is reported the enemy designs to send, 
the President on this occasion offers the ships Carolina, and Fame, 
belonging to himself and others to be employed as shall be found necessary, 
the Honourable Company putting on board such stores and ammunition 
as may be wanted and making good any damage either of the ships 
may receive. This being so reasonable the Board unanimously accept 
the offer.® 

The same Consultation (tth April 1737) continues: As we hourly 
expect the Prince of Wales galley from Surat, ordered that the ships 
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proceed as soon as possible without the mouth of the harbour. If 
they discover the enemy's ileet, that they immediately attack them to 
prevent their landing any force upon Underi; and should the Princ.fi 
of Wales galley appear and the enemy stand towards her, that our ships 
make the best of their way to her relief. Ordered that the Prince of 
Wales galley likewise join them and that they lie near to the mouth of 
the harbour to observe such signals as shall be made from the Fort. 1 

The rumour of SambhajFs invasion seems to have been false, Four 
days later (8th April) the Council write: Having Teason to believe 
iliat the report of Sambhaji Anglia’s design to come to the northward 
with his licet is without foundation, it is agreed that the Decker he 
ordered to return into port as it is now time to get her in readiness to 
prosecute her intended voyage." 

With the close of tlie rains Bambhfiji and MtiuAji An grin who had 
made up their quarrels again became troublesome. On the 2bth 
August the Frcsident acquaints the Board that two days ago (24th 
August) he received intelligence that the IShahu Raja had got together 
a body of 20,000 foot and 50,000horse. That 20,000 of the horse were 
designed against Goa, and as many against Daman, and that w ith the 
remainder of the force they were resolved to attack Bombay. The 
pntomarx who arrived last night report that they wore detained three 
days at Tln'inu during which time 5000 men came to that place. Resolved 
whether this intelligence prove true or not, it is our duty to be in constant 
readiness to defend ourselves. It is therefore directed that strict orders 
lie given to the commanders of the several outsorts to keep a careful watch 
in their respective posts to prevent the enemy getting upon the island 
by a surprise. 3 

On die 1st September the President acquaints the Board with the 
substance of a letter received two days before from the Sidi ollicer at 
Underi advising that Sambhaji Angria had fitted and sent out part of 
bis Heel to intercept the vessels expected from Mokha. That on receipt 
of this notice he had desired Commodore Massey to got his ship in 
readiness ami had ordered two of the cruizers to be also got ready 
which would he done by to-morrow night (2nd September), and he 
now desires the opinion of the Board ou this occasion. A messenger 
who arrived this day from Goa likewise informs the President that he 
pul into Gheria in his passage hither where there lay only four grabs 
though as we arc told Sambhtlji has not less than 18. The 
Consultation proceeds: The Victoria from Mokha is indeed this iustant 
arrived. But the King Georoe and the ship laden with coffee do not 
yet appear and the Heath cote also from England is daily expected. In 
these circumstances as our vessels are nearly in readiness we think we 
should he inexcusable not to send them out whether the report proves 
true or not. For if by neglecting so to do any accident should happen 
we should justly incur the censure of our Honourable Masters. 
It is therefore agreed that the Wilmington, Britannia, and Princess 
Carolina lie sent out as soon as they are ready to cruize the latitude of 
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about 18$ and about 40 to 50 fathom water which is in the tract That 
vessels from Mokha generally come, and near the place where the 
enemy’s vessels may be expected to cruize should the report of their 
being gone out prove true. 1 

On the 19th September 1737 a Consultation records: As the 
monsoon seems now broken, the President recommends to the consideration 
of the Board in what manner to employ our fleet the ensuing season 
so as to prevent the enemy doing mischief and provide for the safety 
of the island. We are convinced of the necessity of blocking Angria 
in his ports, or it wil 1 be impossible for any of the trading ships or 
vessels to go up and down the coast. And as Anglia’s fleet have often 
endeavoured to push out while our vessels have been lying before his 
ports, wo apprehend the Wilmington will not be of so much service in 
that respect as our own cruizers, as she cannot go so near in shore 
nor should they attempt to push it can she follow the enemy so close, 
not sailing so well as our vessels. The Britannia, King George , and 
Prince of Wales galleys will be in readiness for this service to go 
down with the Moimtagne. The Victoria Hose, and Princess Caroline 
can relieve them by the time their provisions may be expended. Not 
to weaken ourselves too much by the detachments to be sent on board 
our fleet, the soldiers who shall go in the Britannia and the two 
galleys may be put on board the other cruizers who relieve them. It is 
therefore agreed that the said three vessels, the Britannia, King 
George , and Prince of Wales galleys, be sent to lie off the enemy’s ports 
and watch the motions of his fleet, as we judge them of sufficient 
strength to cope with any force he can put to sea. 51 

Greatly as the spread of Maratha power disquieted the guardians of 
Bombay their position was one almost of safety compared with that of 
the Portuguese, who, except, to the courage and devotion of their 
General of the North, had little to trust in opposing the flood tide of 
Maratha success which, unchecked, they knew must destroy all trace of 
their long-established power. To supplement the shortcomings of 
their own preparations they could look nowhore except to the vigorous 
foresight of their former rival Bombay. 

The 28th March 1737 the President acquaints the Board that he had 
desired this meeting to consider what steps are proper to be taken by us 
on the progress made by the Marathas in their invasion of the island of 
Salsette. He informs the Board that last Friday he received a letter 
from the General of the North wherein he writes lie has advice of 
Maratha designs to invade his territories but ho does not seem under 
any concern thereat, as he says he had prepared for their reception 
so far as in reason he ought or could do. But yesterday he received 
another letter from the said General advising that he was then underarms 
and that the enemy were come over the river of Thana, which he sup¬ 
posed would be sufficient to induce him (the President) immediately 
to send him what succours he could spare, consistent with the friend¬ 
ship and alliance between the two nations. Whereto the President 
answered that he was very sorry for the unhappy situation of their affairs 
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and tho more so since it was not in his power to give them assistance, 
For besides the application coming too late (the enemy having passed 
the river), all our spare force is absent from the island on board our 
(leet and at Tellicherry. Several people come from Salsette this morning 
confirm tho loss of Thana, and that the General of the North was re¬ 
tired from tlienee. Advice is just now received from Captain Douglas 
Commander of MAhim fort that the Manithas are come within sight 
of Biindra, and this morning one of the Padres came over to request 
ue to send assistance to defend the convent which is fortified with two 
bastions. The President farther acquaints the Board that upon this 
first notice of the Mar A thus' success, he ordered reinforcements to be 
sent to the several out-forts, with orders to be upon their guard against 
any attempts the Mardthas might make upon them, and he now desires 
the opinion of the Board in what manner to proceed. Taking tliis into 
consideration we are not to doubt, if the Marfithas fix themselves upon 
Siilsette, but they will prove very troublesome neighliotirs and be en¬ 
couraged to make attempts upon this island. At least (as we can never 
trust them) that will oblige us to be at a constant additional expense in 
keeping double guards in the several ont-forts fronting Siilsette. 
The Board being of opinion that if by our sending assistance to the 
convent at Bandra which lies within gunshot, of Mdhim fort, we can 
defend the place from the Mardthds, it will give the Portuguese some 
little spirit and prevent for the present the molestation the Mardthds 
rnav bo inclined to give us. It is therefore agreed that we send them 
an officer anil 50 men if the place is found tenable, provided the Padre 
Superior will engage under his hand that the expense we may be at shall 
be reimbursed, and make over the convent with the lands appertaining 
thereto for our security. Directed that the necessary preparations bo 
made and the proper orders issued with the utmost expedition. 1 

Two days later, the 30th March 1737, the President observes to the 
Board that as the MarAth.ls are become masters of the whole island of 
Siilsette except the church at BAndra and the small fort, at V arsova(VcsAva), 
and as we have little mason to doubt but such an easy conquest will 
encourage them to make some attempts upon this island, it behoves us to 
think of putting our garrisons in a proper posture of defence, and as be¬ 
tween MnhimandSuri three or four places in the river, that parts this island 
from SAlsette, are fordable at low water and but ill provided against an 
attack, the securing them ought to be first thought of. The President 
therefore proposes to the Board to raise breast-works opposite to each of 
those passes that can lie commanded from the shore, and that the grab 
taken from Angria be mounted with guns, and that a Hat boat belonging 
to the Honourable Company be lilted up and likewise mounted with guns 
to lie as near as possible to such of the passes as are not commanded 
from the shore, and the President offers the Fume frigate now iu the 
road belonging to himself to be employed on this occasion as she may 
1*3 wanted. These preparations being so absolutely necessary for the 
safety' of the island wc must agree to them, though the same may be 
attended with some expense. Further the Board are sensible that the 
number of men at present iu our pay is far short of what would bo 
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wanted for the defence of the island, should it be attacked. And as the 
safety of the island does in a great measure depend upon preventing 
an enemy's lauding, the Board are unanimously of opinion that we 
ought to increase the number of our fighting men and' put our forts 
and garrisons in a condition of making the best defence possible. 
It is accordingly agreed that we raise 4U0 or 500 sepoys with all con¬ 
venient speed, that the necessary repairs be given to the several forts 
upon the island, and that they be furnished with everything that shall 
Ire judged necessary for their defence, and that strict orders be given to 
the several commanding officers to be watchful in their posts to prevent 
a surprise. 

The President then observes that our evuizers are ordered to touch at 
Goa in their return from Telliehen y and to wait for the Prince of Wales 
galley, who we proposed to send thither to join them and bring up 
arrack for the service of the island. It is now thought convenient 
to alter this resolution, as the cruizers waiting any time at Goa might 
be of very bad consequence, and as we know not what occasion we may 
have for them, and as we suppose the gentlemen at Tellic-herry have 
concluded a peace with the K nnaris, we hope they will be able to spare 
some of the people from their garrison. It is therefore agreed to de¬ 
spatch a boat instantly to call at Goa, and there lodge orders for our 
vessels making the best of their way hither, ami that then she proceed 
to Tellicherry with our directions to the gentlemen (in case the vessels 
should not have left that port) to send up in company with them such 
of the galivats and as many men as the)' can possibly spare. But should 
the cruizers be sailed, that they send up the galivats with as many men 
as they can take in. And debating whether it would not be proper on 
this occasion to detain the hecker, it is observed that though her men 
at this juncture might be of great service to us, yet as the keeping her 
till it is too late to touch upon the coast would overset our Honourable 
Masters' 1 scheme in sending- her this roundabout voyage, we are very 
unwilling to do it. But it is agreed that we do not despatch her till the 
lUth or 12th of next month (April 1787), when we shall Ire able to 
judge whether we shall be in such absolute want of her men as to 
detain the ship longer. It is likewise observed that the Hallifax is 
expected every moment to arrive at Smut and the detaining that ship till 
July or August will be attended with less inconvenience or detriment, 
as we do not apprehend that there will be any great difference in the 
price of cotton in the Bay between May and September. Therefore 
it is agreed that we direct the gentlemen at Surat to order the Com¬ 
mander to call at this port iu liis passage to Bengal, that if it shall be 
found necessary we may detain the ship here. 1 

The 4th April 1737 the "President communicates to the Board the 
substance of sundry letters he had received from the General of the 
North and the Commanders of other forts in the hands of the Portuguese, 
regarding assistance of men and ammunition, all of which he had answered 
to the following effect: That the enemy being so near our own 
doors vve are obliged to provide for our safety, and that we have not 
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more men and ammunition than will he necessary for our defence in 
case we should bo attacked. Otherwise we should have readily assisted 
them as far as we could spare and they could pay for. This the Board 
approves. 1 2 

The Chief and Factors at Surat in a letter of 10th April 1737, 
express their concern at our situation occasioned by the Mar&thds, and 
shall endeavour to enlist 200 sepoys for the service of the island, 3 
Ordered that the gentlemen at Surat enlist on the best terms they 
can 100 or 150 good sepoys and that they send them down hither with 
such cattle and grain as they can procure and get conveyances for 
before the rains, having reason to believe we shall he in want of the 
latter articles. 3 

The 27th April 1737 the President communicates to the Board the 
substance of a letter which in answer to one from himself he had 
received since our last meeting from Chimnaji, the commanding- 
officer of the MaiAthits at Thdna. In this Chimndji seems to 
consent to accept of the President’s mediation between the Portuguese 
and the Marat has provided he will send a person with his proposals, In 
answer whereto the President wrote him that he should be very glad to act 
as mediator to accommodate matters between them and the Portuguese, 
but as he could not tell what terms either the Portuguese or Marthas 
would insist on, he apprehended it would he more proper for Chimnaji 
to send a person with his demands hither, and ho would signify the 
same to the General of the North that he might also authorize one to 
treat on his part when the President promised to use his good offices 
for bringing about a reconciliation. This answer the Board approves, 4 

At the same Consultation (27th April) the President acquaints the 
Board that he has received a letter from the Viceroy of Goa, advising 
him that he is preparing- to send up his fleet with succours for regaining 
their territories from the Marathas, the vessels being provided with 
provisions and ammunition for their own expense. But that he could 
not send up any powder for Bassein, which lie depended upon the Presi¬ 
dent to furnish as well as such other stores and ammunition as should bo 
wanted. The President also last night received letters from Bassein 
requesting him to supply them with 15U barrels of gunpowder, whereto he 
had drawn up an answer acquainting them that we have not more powder 
in store than will be sufficient for our own occasions, and therefore 
cannot comply with then- request. It is observed they had already 160 
barrels, and we have not more than about 800 in store. If we com¬ 
ply with their daily demands of 10 or 20 barrels at a time, we shall 
drain ourselves, and never lie free from their importunities. The Presi¬ 
dent’s answer to the above letter is therefore approved. 5 

The same Consultation continues (27th April 1737): The 
President recommends to the Board to take into consideration what 
part it will be proper for us to act in the present juncture though 
it will not be prudent to come to a final resolution till wc know for 

1 Bom, Gov. Consultation, 4th April 1737, Pub, Diary 10 of 1736-37, 85, Forrest’s 
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certain what force the Portuguese can raise. An idle proposal has 
been made for permitting the Marhthas to conquer Salsette and pri¬ 
vately treat with them for delivering it to us. Besides the perfidy of 
such an action in regard to the Portuguese and the mischiefs it might 
bring upon our Honourable Masters from that nation, so many objections 
and difficulties occur against so treacherous a scheme that we can by no 
means think of undertaking it, were wo even secure of the event. It 
is then debated how far it may bo prudent to assist the Portuguese. In 
this regard it is observed that, so long as the Mara this continue on 
Salsette, we shall be put to an extraordinary expense in maintaining an 
additional force for the security of the island. We shall be obliged to keep 
the outposts well guarded to prevent a sudden invasion of which we should 
otherwise be continually apprehensive as that island lies so contiguous 
to this, and there being so many passages fordable at low water. If 
therefore the Portuguese can raise such a force that, with our assistance 
the driving the Marathfis from Salsette may be attempted with hopes 
of success it will behove us to join with the Portuguese. On the 
other hand should it be judged that the Marathas are too powerful for 
us both, we must be content to sit quiet under a heavy expense, as there 
will be no dependence to be had on the faith of the Marathfis, even 
should they engage to live on the strictest terms of friendship with us ; 
but our safety will (as already observed) depend on our lacing constantly 
prepared to frustrate their attempts. 1 

The next day (April 28th) the President acquaints the Board that he lias 
desired this meeting to communicate to them the substance of a message 
he received this morning by a subhedar from the Portuguese Captain in 
the fort of Sabage called Bella Flor, 2 importing that he is in the utmost 
distress for want of water and ammunition, and that unless we send him 
succours before night he shall be obliged to deliver up the place to the 
enemy. The said subhedar reports that, there are 500 of the enemy's men 
very near the fort and about 4000 at some further distance. The Presi¬ 
dent desires the opinion of the Board what resolution it will be proper 
to take on the present occasion. Tt is observed that even were it in our 
power to send the necessary supplies for relieving the said fort, t he time 
given is too short for us to make the necessary preparations. Further, 
as the enemy are so near as to have immediate notice of our undertaking 
such an expedition, we should expose the island to their attempts, as 
we cannot protend to send any succours without taking off the people 
stationed to guard the passes from Salsotte to this island. Even with 
the best force we might send the enterprise would be extremely 
hazardous, considering how closely the fort is blocked up and the number 
of the enemy, We are sensible that by this fort falling into the hands of 
the MaiAtlias, they will become masters of a largo tract of land and may 
the more easily get the entire possession of one side of this bay (when 
they will have it in their power to distress this island) which we should 
be glad to prevent. But the short space of time, the danger our own 
island would be exposed to while our forces were absent, and the 
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hazard of the attempt to relieve the ].>kce with the small number of mei 
in comparison with the enemy’s force, are too weighty objectiont 
against the undertaking. The Captain Commandant being called ant 
entirely concurring with ns in this opinion, it is resolved to decline thi 
attempt. 1 

Next morning (;20 th April 17157) came news that the fort of Salvage was 
yesterday delivered up to the Mura thus, the garrison being permittee 
to march out under arms with their baggage. 3 

A week later (the 4th May 1787) a Portuguese frigate arrived from 
Goa with about 800 soldiers and some ammunition to defend theii 
northern territories from the Alaratlidfl. 3 

Next day (the 5tli May 1787) the President acquaints the Hoardtha' 
having had a, long conference with Pedro do Mello, commandant of tin 
forces font from Goa by the Viceroy, he finds the fiigatehas brought u{ 
only 8u() men, little ammunition and no spare aims, the Portuguen 
expecting we should furnish them with everything they might want 
Aeeoulingly the said Pedro do Mello had applied to him for men,powder 
and arms. In reply the President gave him to understand we had nc 
more than sufficient for our own defence and iherefme he could not thinl 
it consistent with prudence to part with any. At; this Pedro tie Melh 
seemed highly disgusted, telling the President the Portuguese nalioi 
wore not actually obliged to us for any assistance we gave them, sinct 
it was as much our interest as theirs to prevent the designs of th< 
Mardllins. However lie having’ been since very pressing for a supply ol 
powder, as their depending upon us had prevented their bringing up £ 
.NuiUeient quantity fiom Goa, and upon enquiry finding we have about 901 
barrels in store besides what has been delb ered the gunner and the r-evera 
out-forts, it is agreed that wo lot him have as far as 100 barrels. 1 

The 21st) May 1737, as all the forces which the Portuguese car 
possibly have this season from Goa, consist <;£ only 800 men, tin 
debate is resumed what part will be most prudent for us to act in regai t 
to the Marnlhss, The Hoard is unanimous lhat, if our force 
joined with the Portuguese, should he judged capable of withstand 
ing the Mantthas or sufficient to regain the island of Kidsetfe, oui 
coming to hostilities with the Marat has would lie moie eligible than ou: 
continuing in our present state. Because if the Marathis were removet 
from Sfilsetle, we should be under no apprehensions of danger from them 
nor be obliged to continue the great additional expense we are now at tc 
secure ourselves against them while they remain upon that island. Stil 
when we consider the great number of men the Murathas can a t anj 
time bring into the field, they appear too powerful for the Portuguesi 
and out united force to stand against, and (according to information w< 
have received) they are too well secured in Tirana for us to hope to expo 
thoi n. Therefore seeing that ns wo might draw great iiieonveniences upor 
ourselves besides a heavy expense by declaring against them, it. is resolver 
not to do it unless a very favourable opportunity offers of effecting 
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something considerable against them. We do not want pretexts for 
breaking' with them, as they have not only refused to permit provisions 
Jming brought to ihis island from any part of their fountry, but have 
actually seized and detained several boats belonging to this island, some 
of whom were sent with money to procure batty from other parts. 

A proposal is then made for sending over a person to Chimunji, the 
commanding otiieer of the Mardthds at Tiuhia, to demand the institution 
of the boats they have taken and the free trade of the rivers as formerly; 
to desire to know how far he is resolved to proceed against the Portu¬ 
guese, whether to make an entire conquest of their country, if not, 
what terms he will accept from them and to hint to Chitnnaji that 
according to his answer we shall frame our future conduct. As we 
think no ill consequences can attend this step, it is unanimously agreed 
to and debating whether to send an Englishman or a native, we think the 
former might look like too great a condescension, nor could we depend 
upon their not detaining him. It is therefore resolved that lldinji 
Pari>h 11 , a person of capacity and experience, be appointed on this 
service. 1 

The drd June 17157 the President acquaints the Board that he has 
received a, letter from Ramp Farbbu a;t Thina, advising him that he 
has discoursed with Chimndji on the points he was ordered ; who 
promised to return the boats that had lieon taken belonging to iliis 
island and to grant us the free trade of the rivers, provided we will 
undertake to protect them from tho molestation of the Portuguese. 
In answer to which the President had ordered Rainji io represent to 
Cliinmdji that we can by no means enter into such engagement, but 
tliiil we will risk our own boats, nor apprehending that tho Portuguese 
will oiler to molest them; that be also hint to Chirm,aji. that such 
delays of complying with his promises cannot- hut give us room lo 
suspect he aims at deceiving us, and that therefore the L’levident insists 
on his positive answer whereby we should be guided in onr future 
resolutions, which answer the Board approves.- 

The same day (3rd June 17137) the Marine Paymaster lays before the 
Board an account of timber bought at, Basse in on the Iloiv’ble Company's 
account which was lying at Thane, when the Marafhas look that place ; 
and was there seized by them, amounting to Its. 209;3-o-3o, "Whereupon 
the President is desired to order Ilainji Pari dm to demand the restitution 
thereof from Chimnaji their commanding officer.'* 

The same day (3rd June 1737) the President observes to the Board 
that on the commencement of the present troubles in the Portuguese 
country, the grab of Anglia's taken by our cruizers was stationed to 
guard one of the passes in the river between this island and Salsette. 
It is still thought proper to continue her, for, as there is little room to 
hope but that the Marathaa will remain on Sdlsette, we shall be in want 
of a vessel to give convoy to the northern trade, as the guarding the passes 
will employ the greatest part of our gal Nats. The captors have been 
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brought to consent to part with the said grab on condition she was taken 
for Its. 4000, which being so much cheaper than wc can propose to build 
a vessel for and a vessel being absolutely necessary, it is agreed that we 
take her on the Honourable Company's account at that rate, and directed 
that the amount he paid out of the treasury. 1 2 

The 1 Oth June 1787 the President acquaints the Board that Ramp 
Parbhu returned from Thana since our last meeting, and brought with 
him an order from Cliimnaji for restoring the boats and cargoes belong¬ 
ing to this island taken by fcbo Mardthis. Cliimnaji also promised that 
wc should be permitted to trade up the rivers as formerly, but desired 
we would desist from sending boats into the rivers of Thana or Panvel 
while their disputes with the Portuguese continue, as it will not bo safe 
for them to trust any boats passing up and down those two livers ; 
that Chimniji declares he will accept of no terms from the Portuguese, 
being resolved entirely to conquer their country ; but that it is his inclina¬ 
tion to preserve a strict friendship with us. Ramji Purbhu having been 
at the expense of its. 74 for travelling charges and during bis continu¬ 
ance at Thana, directed that the same be paid him out of the treasury. 3 

The 4th July the President observes to the Board that at. the com¬ 
mencement of the present troubles between the Portuguese and the Mard- 
thds, a stop was put to the exportation of all warlike stores from this 
island, to prevent the Mardth'is getting the same into their hands, in which 
prohibition lead was included. As it will be necessary to continue the 
prohibition during these commotions we are assured that the lead lying on 
our hands will not fetch more than Rs. 7 per pahi man, and, from the 
course of the market in Bengal having reason to believe it will sell for 
more there, and our lion. Masters in the 48th paragraph of their com¬ 
mands of the 2nd July ] 786 received by the Decker, in such case recom¬ 
mending to us sending it thither, it is unanimously agreed that after 
reserving what shall be judged sufficient for the service of the island, 
the remainder be shipped on board the Grafton? 

The 8th July 1737 the President acquaints the gentlemen that the 
reason of desiring this meeting is to take into consideration what part 
is proper for us to act in the present state of the island. At the same 
time he lays before them the following 1 abstract of our forces, military 
and marine: 


Bombav Ponces, 1737. 

No. 

Total. 

A: Military 

— 

2209 

1. Europeans (including OHioers) 

44 u 


2. Topasses 

817 


3. Sepoys 

943 


It: Mariners 

— 

114 

1. Europeans (including Officers) 

299 


2. At Moklia 

115 



Total , 

. 2623 


He then desires the opinion of the gentlemen present whether with the 
above force and the assistance of three Europe ships it will be prudent 


1 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 3rd June 7737, Pub. Diary 10 of 1730-37,130. 

2 Born, Gov. Consultation, 10th June 1737, Pub. Diary 10 of .1736*37, 131+ 

d Bom, Gov, Consultation, 4th July 1737, Pub. Diary 10 of 1736-37, 118 -141;). 







Materials-1 

AND ISLAND. 189 

to undertake any tiling against the common enemy Anuria by land. If 
not, whether wc can with hopes of success attempt to destroy his grabs 
in his ports. Observing at the same time that as the Marat Ins are 
so near us it will bo necessary to keep such a part of the above force 
upon the island as shall he thought sufficient to frustrate the attempts 
they may make against us. 

The gentlemen unanimously agree that the safety of the island 
oil;. ht to be first considered. Not one of them is of opinion that with the 
force we can venture to send any thing can be attempted against 
Angria by land with hopes of success, as from the Lest information we 
have been able to obtain, the enemy has constantly in pay 15,UUU or 
18,000 men and upon a very short warning can raise 6000 more. 
As we could not expect to undertake any such expedition without the 
enemy gaining intelligence of our design, he would have time to make 
application to iSh.Jm Ra'ja, who can and in such cases would tend a 
large number of men to his assistance. For these reasons it is thought 
convenient to lay aside all thoughts of making an expedition by land 
against the enemy. 

The motion, whether the destroying the enemy’s grabs in his own ports 
could not be effected, being next taken into eon.-ideration uud the opinion 
of the gentlemen asked thereupon, Captain Walker, Captain lnohbird, 
and some of the commanders of the cruizers who have been in the river 
of Gheria and are acquainted with the situation of the fort, inform the 
Board that when the enemy’s grabs are in that river, they are 
constantly hauled up into a lay quite round the fort which forms a half 
moon and that they lie close to two lines of guns near the water side and 
a new tower lately built which entirely commands the river and bay 
where the grabs lie; ihat in dark nights there are lights constantly 
burning upon the river and a careful and strict watch is kept by the 
enemy. And whatever vessel or boat goes into the river, must pass so 
close by their fortifications that the said gentlemen apprelvnd it is not 
possible for them to do it undiscovered • whence it is believed that the 
making such an attempt would prove ineffectual, and it is theiefore 
dropped. 

The President then recommends to the gentlemen to consider whether 
with our present force wo could make any attempts with reasonable 
hopes of dislodging the Mara thus from Thana fort, acquainting them 
that by his latest advices there were 2000 men in the place and more 
daily returning from before Bassein. Ca.pt. lnohbird, who is acquainted 
with the situation of the place, being asked concerning it, informs the 
Hoard that no attack can be made by us upon the main fort without 
passing by a small fort built in the middle of the river, and three batteries 
lately raised by Mfinaji Anglia's people who assisted the Mara thus in their 
present expedition, and also being exposed to the fire from three other forts 
that did belong to the Portuguese and arc now in the Maratlias' posses¬ 
sion. That there are also two strong lines of guns along the water side 
which must be passed in order to come at the proper landing place. 
The gentlemen are unanimousl y of opinion that whatever can be done by 
us must be by a surprise, as should the MarAth;i s have tho least notice of 
our design they could immediately draw together such a number of men 
that wc could not vonturc to attack them with all the force we could 
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spare, ami should we even resolve to attempt to surprize Thdna fort, 
we must transport our men in open boats and gulivats. As they would 
have so many difficulties to encounter in being obliged to pass by such 
a large number of fortifications before they could land, it is reason¬ 
able to presume that the loss of men would bo greater than we could 
bear and the success of the enterprise very uncertain. These several 
objections carry such weight with them that the gentlemen are unani¬ 
mously of opinion that we ought not in prudence to attempt an under¬ 
taking attended with so much hazard and difficulty which it is therefore 
agreed to decline. 1 

The 12th July 17737 the President lays before the Board the pro¬ 
ceedings of the council of war held last Friday (SLh July 17157), the 
result of which appears to be the unanimous opinion of all those 
who were present that with our present force no extraordinary expedition 
can with hopes of success he undertaken against the common enemy 
Angliaj nor that we shall be able to dislodge the Marathds from 
Tirana. Wo therefore judge it unnecessary to put the lion. Company to 
the expense of demurrage in detaining any of their ships except the 
Wilmington. It is accordingly agreed that we continue in our reso¬ 
lution to despatch the Grafton from Surat Bar to take in a loading 
of cotton for Bengal, if we find the gentlemen are able to procure it; 
and that we despatch the Mauntague with the saltpetre and redwood in 
warehouse as soon as the season will admit of her touching at Telli- 
cherry to take in her cargo of pepper as we designed. 2 

Idle 11th August 17137 the President lays before the Council the 
following: Memorial of Padre Rodrigo d' Estrada on the part of Don 
Antonio Cardin Frees, General of the North for the Portuguese, dated 

Mahim 9th August: Honoured Sir, The Captain General of the 

forts and territories of the North Don Antonio Cardin Frees has been 
pleased to appoint mo to treat with your Honour of the interests which 
the two most serene crowns of Great Britain and Portugal have in the 
expulsion of the Marathds out of the island of Salsette. 

The Captain General Antonio Cardin Frees ill the first place repre¬ 
sents to your Honour the good alliance and friendship betwixt the two 
most serene crowns of Portugal and England in Europe. Conse¬ 
quently there ought to subsist the like in India betwixt the generals 
of both nations, the better to resist the power of such of their 

enemies in Asia as would oppress them. To which end llis 

Excellency the Count Viceroy recommended to the said general in 
strong express terms that lie should keep up a good harmony with 
your Honour and be constantly attentive to the interest of the most 
serene crown of Great Britain and the advantage of the Honourable 
Company, as the said general declared personally to your Honour at the 
visit he made you on his arrival at this port of Bombay in his passage 
up from. Goa. In obedience to this order of his Excellency the 
Viceroy and conformable to the cordial friendship he has hitherto expe¬ 
rienced, with respect and view to give your Honour satisfaction as well 
as to consult the interests above mentioned, he represents to your 
Honour and Council the following proposals : 
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That whereas tho Marathas are now masters of all the island of 
Salsette except Vesava and the convent of Bandra. which your Honour 
has succoured with men and ammunition at the expense of the Portu¬ 
guese; that this succour should have been given free of cost to the Portu¬ 
guese on account of the danger of tho neighbourhood of the Marti, thus, 
who, having in tlieir minds the great wealth supposed to be in Horn hay, 
have surprised SAleotto, whilst their ultimate point of view is Bombay 
itself ; and as Thana the principal fort of the island of Sakettc is 
actually now garrisoned with 2000 men, their troops being divided into 
several bodies, some employed in the siege of Baseein and others of 
their principal leaders being returned up to their country ; and the 
General Cardin not having a sufficient number of troops for the garrison 
of the places besieged by the enemy and likewise at the same time to 
attack Thana and drive out the enemy, implores the succour of your 
Honour for the joint attacking Thana on both tides of tho river, and 
reducing- the forts. This will not be difficult to your Honour after 
being strengthened with the arrival of three Europe ships, and with these 
your forces joined to ours, may he effectuated the expulsion of these 
Marbthds from the island of Salsofte, from which must result to both 
nations the public benefit of getting rid of so powerful an enemy and 
chastising' tlieir pernicious pride. This must be a great service to both 
their Majesties and a great obligation laid on the serene King of 
Portugal, whose interest it is to regain possession of the island of 
Salsette, besides which his most serene British Majesty will reap the 
benefit of Bombay being furnished wiii provisions which cannot be 
expected from the present bad neighbourhood. 

And as the said General Antonio Cardin Frocs has notice that your 
Honour designs an expedition against Sambhfiji Angria, he promises 
that after the recovery of Thana he will assist your Honour with a body 
of troops for a certain time to Ixi agreed upon betwixt your Honour and 
the said General. If it shall be necessary ho will come to Bandra, 
and from thence pass over to Mi:him to conclude an affair of so great 
importance to both nations. And conformable to the powers granted him 
by his Excellency tho Viceroy, he promises to fulfil all the terms of such 
a treaty notwithstanding the appearances of peace betwixt, our Govern¬ 
ment and the said Sambhaji which having* been negotiated by this very 
gentleman Antonio Cardin, was agreed to by the Viceroy purely 
with the intention to procure the succors of certain negotiations your 
H onour had set on foot in behalf of the Honourable Company with the 
said Sambhaji Anglia. 

Further, the said General of the North represents the great necessity 
there is for your Honour’s assisting- him in this intended expedition with 
all possible despatch before the beginning of the month of September. 
Because the delay of the said succours may be very prejudicial, as with¬ 
out doubt the Mardthas would come down with fresh troops and more 
forces, which will render the enterprise more hazardous. And whereas it 
is reported that some of the English gentlemen have expressed their 
opinion that the English forces could assist, the Portuguese only in case 
the latter had got power on foot equal to cope with and drive out the 
enemy, it is submitted to your Honour and Council for their consideration 
whether it will not be of the most ruinous consequence to both nations 
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if all their forces be not forthwith joined and employed to expel the 
enemy out of Sdlsette, and at the same time to hinder and command 
the passes that no fresh troops may be introduced. Besides all those 
arguments drawn from the interest and convenience of both the crowns 
as well as the friendship and alliance betwixt the English and Portu¬ 
guese nations, the General offers to your Honours copy of two letters of 
his most serene Majesty the King Dorn Alfonso VI. of Portugal writ¬ 
ten to the Viceroy of India, Antonio d’Mollo e Castro, plainly proving 
our right to demand succours of his most serene British Majesty in 
India, which letters wore written at the time that Bombay was delivered 
up to the crown of England, and are incorporated in the Act of surrender 
of the said island. 

These, Sir, are the reasons which I am ordered to represent to your 
Honour by the General of the North who entreats your succours for 
the expulsion of our enemies the Marathis from the island of Salsetto. 
As the matter is of so great weight I hope your Honour will deter¬ 
mine upon it with all possible despatch that I may return to Bassein 
with your Honour's answer. 1 

The Consultation continues : .After debate Padre Manoel Bodrigo 
d'Estrado being called in, delivers to the President the substance of 
the instructions given him by the General of the North, whereto are 
annexed the copies of two paragraphs of letters from his Portuguese 
Majesty concerning the surrender of this island to the English from 
which ho infers the Portuguese can claim a right to our assistance in all 
their difficulties. The Padre uses mauy arguments to induce us to join 
with the Portuguese in this undertaking; that there would be little 
doubt of success with our united force ; how great credit our nation 
would gain thereby and the returns of service we might on any occa¬ 
sion so justly claim from the Portuguese; and he assures us that the 
General mil in the King's name oblige himself to make good the expense 
we shall be at. Being asked what force the General of the North 
can send on this expedition, he says about 200 Europeans and 1000 
natives, and that he expects from us about 1500 men, The Padre 
then withdrew. 

Taking the above into consideration we find that from the pre¬ 
sent disposition of our military we cannot possibly spare above 120 
Europeans, 100 topasses, 220 sepoys, being in all 440 men, unless we 
draw off the people stationed to guard the several passes, and trust to 
our militia to defend them which would by no means be prudent. Further 
when our eruizers are sent out they will take away nearly the above 
number of Europeans for their detachment; so that the assistance we 
could venture to give the Portuguese would be considerably lessoned. 
If indeed our united force is judged sufficient to attack the enemy with 
hopes of success, we ought undoubtedly to join in the undertaking. 
Since, when the enemy are dislodged Prom thence, wc shall not be under 
the necessity of putting the Honourable Company to the great expense 
of keeping so many men in pay for the defence of the island as we are 
now obliged to do. But, though we are not well enough acquainted with 
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the strength and situation of Thdna to judge exactly what force would 
be requisite to render the proposed undertaking successful, yet as by 
the best intelligence we can get the Marti thus have not less than 
2000 or 3000 men constantly in the place, it would in our opinion 
be too hazardous to make an attempt without double that number, 
especially since the Portuguese and we are able to furnish so small a 
number of Europeans. The liver of Thana we are told is too shoal at 
low water for even our galivats to float, much less any vessels fit to 
carry mortars or cohorns upon the service of which we should so much 
depend for the reduction of that fort that we esteem, it almost imprac¬ 
ticable without them. Besides upon notice of our design (which it 
would be impossible to conceal from the enemy) they could reinforce the 
place in a few hours with a considerable number of men from before 
Bassein and the other parts of the island of Sdlsette. We are also to 
consider the great expense our Honourable Masters are at to supply us 
with European soldiers, every man they send standing them in between 
16 and 20 pounds sterling (including those who die before their arrival 
here) ; and should we he repulsed, with any considerable loss, this island 
would be greatly weakened and exposed, and it would bo two or three 
years before we could be recruited with the like number of Europeans. 

It is also to be apprehended that upon the enemy knowing that a 
great part of our strength was sent off the island against Thana, 
they might in the meantime attempt to invade us, as they can at a 
very short warning draw a considerable body of men together and in 
one day march them to the side of the river between this and Sdlsette, 
And should they force a passage over, the mischief and lavages they 
might commit are not to lie described, and we should lind it a. most 
difficult if not impracticable task to boat them off the island again. 
Besides it is to be feared the MuratlEs either have or will attempt the 
same practices with our subjects as they have done too sucessfully with 
others, the endeavouring to corrupt them with large bribes and larger 
promises of future advantages. 

Admitting we were to join with the Portuguese, it would become 
necessary to consider how amt when the charges we have and may be at 
on their account will be reimbursed. Their paying and maintaining our 
people while employed on their service ls the least we could demand. 
Strictly they ought to make us satisfaction for the extraordinary expense 
we have already been put to in providing for the safety of our island, 
since it was occasioned entirely by the ill conduct and neglect of the 
late General of the North. But even were they to engage to comply with 
all our demands on this head, we are sensible (their poverty is such in 
India) that it would not be in their power. We might justly demand 
a free passage by Thana should the Portuguese regain that fort with 
our assistance. In their present distress it is probable they would 
promise it, yet we much doubt their performance afterwards as 
the late Viceroy gave it under his hand, it was not in his power to grant 
that favour without particular orders from the Court of Portugal. 
And if it could not be obtained in consideration of our having defended 
the place for them at our own charge, we think there is little hopes they 
would grant it when we insist on their engaging to make good the 
expense we shall be at before wc agree to send our assistance. Nor can 
n 11S5—25 
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Chapter I. we help observing that in his instructions to the Padre the only eqniva- 

History. lout the General of the North proposes to be given for the succours we 

Fortu ue e may afford him on this occasion is that he will engage (notwithstand- 

and' SL ing the peace between the Portuguese and Sumbheji Angria) the Viceroy 

1737. will afterwards assist us against that pirate, which, not to mention the 

little service they could do us, is a condition the Viceroy might not 
think himself obliged to perform. 

The strict alliance between our respective sovereigns in Europe and 
the natural interest of this island render us heartily inclined to assist 
the Portuguese for regaining tlieir territories. Still we cannot help 
remarking that their allairs in India are in a very declining if not 
desperate and irretrievable condition. The President assures the Board 
that from the letters he has received from the Viceroy, and the late and 
present Generals of the North, as well as from the frequent discourse he 
has held with many of the gentlemen and Padres of that nation, it 
seems as if they themselves had little hopes of doing anything but 
depend upon us to fight their ba ttles. We are therefore very apprehensive 
that if we were once engaged in the war they would afterwards take 
very little upon themselves but saddle us with the burthen of the 
whole charge and trouble. If we declare openly against the MarJt- 
tlris, the trade of the island would lie entirely stopped and our 
Honourable Masters tie great sufferers iu the loss of the customs, and 
wo be driven to great straits for provisions for our inhabitants and other 
stores and necessaries greatly wanted for the service of the island and 
which are furnished from the Marathi s' country. Another objection 
that occurs against joiuiug with the Portuguese on the present occasion 
is that some years ago when we acted in conjunction against Kanhoji 
Anglia, though our force was four times greater than wliat we can now- 
raise and strengthened with the assistance of the squadron of men-of-war 
under the command of Commodore Matthews, we were not able to effect 
anything, and therefore we cannot hopo for better success at present. 

The foregoing reasons and objections being duly weighed, the Board 
is unanimous in opinion that we cannot join with the Portuguese in the 
present undertaking with any hopes of success against the enemy, but 
that we should involve oumelves in numberless difficulties and bring on 
an excessive expense, it is therefore u nauimously agreed to decline it, 
and the President is desired to write a letter in answer to the General of 
the North drawn from the substance of the foregoing resolutions. 1 

.ngria intercepts Two months later (11th October 17117) the President acquaints the 
Bombay floats, Board that having received adviee that 15 of Sarnlihdji’s galivats and 
14 of Manajr’s were cruizing to the northward and had inteicepted 
some Ixiats bound to this island with grain, and being apprehensive 
they would prevent our receiving the exacted supplies, he had ordered 
the Britannia frigate to cruize between Daman and Bassein in order to 
protect the vessols bound hither. He now communicates to the Board 
his instructions to the commander which are approved. 2 

The 10th April 1738 the President acquaints the Board that two 
days ago he received a letter by two persons sent from the Sidds 

1 Bom. Gov. <loiiaiiltatimi, llth Aug. 1737, Pub, Diary 10 of 1736-37, ISO -183. 

2 Bom. Gov. C'oiiBuUatjou, llth Oct. 1737. Puli. Diary 10 of 1736-37, 2\13. 
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commanding officer at Underi earnestly requesting us to supply that place 
with batty for the rains, as otherwise they cannot possibly maintain it. 
The Board debating thereupon it is observed that we have not grain to 
spare and our Honourable Masters 3 orders aro very positive against 
making any further loans to the country governments. We hope the Sidis' 
necessities for grain may not be so pressing as they set forth. Should 
they be obliged for want thereof to quit the place, we shall, by with¬ 
drawing the guns and stores from thence, in some degree lessen their 
debt. We are sensible that ill consequences will attend this island 
falling into other hands, yet for the reasons before given we do not 
think it prudent at present to comply with the Sidi's demand and the 
President is desired to write the proper answer. 1 

Three weeks later (29th April) the President acquaints the Board 
that (since our refusing them rice) the Sidis had frequently represented 
to him that unless we supply the garrison of Underi, the place must 
inevitably fall into Manaji's hands. He has already been tampering 
with their people, some of whom hud deserted to him and assured him 
that the rest would deliver up the fort if be furnish them with provisions. 
The President gave the reply that they could not he supplied unless 
they could give security for the payment of what we should let them 
have. This their necessities for provisions have at length obliged 
them to do. They now offered two of our inhabitants Daudji 
Nocqua Sunker (Niigdshankar) and Saibu Pandia, persons of some credit 
and substance, to be bound for them. The Board considering the 
inconveniences that would attend Underi falling into Maniji's hands, 
agree to let the Sidis have 1000 bugs of Bengal rice at the rate 
it is charged to us, on the abovesaid persons giving their bond for 
payment of the amount. 2 

The 22nd May 1738 the President acquaints the Board that he has 
received two letters from the Viceroy of Goa wherein he seems willing 
to come to terms of peace with the Maiathis and desired the Pre¬ 
sident's mediation for that purpose, acquainting him that he had given 
the necessary orders and full powers for concluding the same to the 
General of the North, which letters the President immediately forwarded. 
We shall be extremely pleased if an accommodation can be brought 
about; but we presume it will be a difficult task as the Marathas will 
no doubt insist on keeping Salsette, aud it must be with the greatest 
reluctance if ever the Portuguese consent to relinquish it, as it is the 
opinion of the most capable persons among thorn that the said island is 
so very necessary for supplying their other places with grain tliat 
without it they could not long maintain their other possessions. 8 

The 25th August 1738 the President acquaints the Board that he has 
just received letters from the General of the North and Kondaji Mankar, 
the commanding officer of the Matethas at Thin a, advising that they 
had agreed to send persons hither with power to treat of an accommo¬ 
dation between the two States. The President will accordingly use his 
best endeavours for concluding a peace. Still it is much to be feared 


J Bom. Gov. Consultation, 10th April 1738, Pub. Diary 11 of 1737-38, BS. 

5 Bom. Gov. Consultation, ‘29th April 1738, Pub. Diary 11 of 1737-38, 103 -104. 
1 Born. Gov. Consultation, 22nd May 1738, Fub. Diary 11 of 1737-38, 125. 
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that the demands of the Maxiithiis will be of such a nature that the 
Portuguese will not submit to them. 1 

A mouth later, 25th September 1738, apparently in reply to a proposed 
general attack on Angria, the Council note : We cannot with a prospect 
of success undertake anything against the common enemy more than to 
prevent his making any depredations. Considering the notorious 
treachery of the Maruthus it would lie highly imprudent to leave the 
island defenceless, ns we must ilo if we engage in anything of consequence 
with our whole Heel against. Angria. 2 

On the Gth October they continue: Mitnuji Anglin’s gab vats having 
a, few days ago carried iuto Kolttba a bttU’.Ui which we suppose was 
coming to tins island with grain and provisions, it is observed that 
our suffering such practices will deter the northern traders from 
venturing hither when they find they run so great a risk. It is 
therefore agreed that the new p rah in and three gab vats be ordered to lie 
at, the mouth of the harbour between Kimary and the reef (the Prongs) 
to protect our own trade and prevent M&rnyji giving molestation to the 
vessels bound hither."' On the 4*th November Sambhdji Angria's fleet 
being in sight and going into Kobriny Captain Baichen of the _ Onslow 
was ordered instantly In get his ship in readiness to proceed against the 
enemy.' 1 

About thi 3 time SambhAjr's position in making twins with the English 
scums to liave been again’ strengthened by the Savants or Mil!vans' 
capture of the wrecked crew of the Company’s Anglmia. Oil the 9th 
Decemlier the Bombay Council record : It appears to us that the* 
Kbvlvans arc far from being desirous to detain our people, but that 
the Killod.-ir is influenced by Sambhdji Angria to write in the 
manner lie has done concerning the grab and prisoners, "Vi c therefore 
think it improper to take any nnriee of that part of his letter farther 
than to ohseive that our people fell into the Mol vans’ hands by the 
unfortunate loss of the ship through stress of weather, whereas we 
took Sambhriji Anglia’s grab and people in open war; therefore that 
our keeping them is just and ought to be no hindrance to the releasing 
our people. To give a complaisant answer to the other parts of his 
letter and to lot him know we shall be ready to listen to any offers of 
peace the Raja has to make on sending up persons with the proper 
powers* after releasing our jreople. The President is accordingly desired 
to reply to the Killed iris letter and also to write to Saniblihrii Raja to 
t!above purport. This wo judge mole eligible than to make any 
concession or promises in regard to Angria’s prisoners, as we are well 
assured it would only induce the MAlvans to demand higher terms for 
the release of our people and be attended with the like disadvantage, 
should they think proper to send persons hither to treat of peace. 
Agreed that a person be sent with these letters to serve as an interpreter 
in treating for the release of our people and that the President give a 
letter of credit on Zac liana’s son at (ioa to furnish our people with 


'Bum. GoV. Consultation, 25ttiAngust 1738, J'nto. Diary II of 1737-38, '56 -197. 
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necessaries £or their subsistence should they arrive there. That a tetter 
bo also lodged at Goa to the commanding officer of our fleet expected from 
Tellioherry to take the Anglesea’s people on board should they be there, 
otherwise to demand them from the Malvans on tlieir coming off their 
port, sending a person on shore for that purpose. 1 

On the 2 3 ml January 1739 the It fit filmy Government write to 
Commodore Bagwell; We have perused your narrative in which you do 
well to be so particular and full for our clearer notion of your state and 
procedure. "We observe duly your account of the engagement, you had 
with Angria’s fioob and doubt not your having used your best endeavours 
for the destruction of the enemy, and we remark with great pleasure the 
spirit and resolution of your people both liefore and m the action. It is 
likewise very agreeable to us that you have sustained no greater damage 
in SO warm ail encounter. 2 3 

In the same letter Government further observe: We arc the move 
desirous of your coming up, on account of the notice wo have that the 
Marathas arc in the neighbourhood with a strong army with which 
we judge they null make a push for the entire reduction of the 
Portuguese territories when our own will not be exempt from danger. 
At least we shall he glad to be in the best condition for all 
events, as at present we have few or no Europeans upon the island. 
"Proceed instantly for Bomliay, keeping the shore so as to look into all 
ports and harbours for the enemy till you are past Suvarndurg when 
you should spread at, proper and convenient distances for the more 
extensive look-out, yot keeping carefully within reach of each other. 
On arriving off our harbour yon may anchor immediately despatching 
to us a boat with notice, when we shall give you further orders 
whether to Gome in or otherwise as circumstances may' require. 5 

While Angria’e aggressions forced the Bombay Government to keep 
men and vessels ready against any attack from the south, swarms of 
Mardtlrls were gathering round what remained of the Portuguese 
possessions in the North Konkan. The 13th October (1738} the 
Bombay Government warned Commodore Bagwell: The Marathas arc 
augmenting their forces in all tha places this way in order to proceed 
vigorously in their war against the Portuguese. 4 

In spite of the concern with which they viewed ruin gathering round 
"Bassein the Bombay Government continued to inject all Portuguese 
proposals for joint action. On the 20th October 1738 in a letter 
to Pedro D’MeIJo the Governor thus upholds his decision: As you 
observe the restoration of your dominions would lighten us of our 
present great expenses for the guard of our island, it is in that 
prospect we bear these charges till wo have a proper force to enter upon 
action and expel these faithless neighbours. Still I dare not hazard to 
increase our charges by a rash and abrupt declaration of war against these 


1 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 9th Dec. 1738, Public Diary 11 of 1737-38, 335, 

2 Bombay Government to Commodore George Bagwell, 22nd January 1739, Public 
Diary 12 of 1738-39, 38, 

3 Bombay Government to Commodore George; Bagwcl. 1, 22nd January 1739, Public 

Diary 12 of 1738-39, 37. 
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people, not only without tlio order of my mi peri ore, but without a forco 
to support it and carry it through with dignity and reputation. 
Neither, without such an appearance of success as onr present condition 
does not afford us the hopes of, can 1 destroy lire commerce of the 
island which is our only dependence, solely to pay you a compliment 
without service to you and highly prejudicial to ourselves. This you 
will readily grant when. T assure you that our dependencies abroad 
oblige me to employ our whole fleet abroad, when our force left ashore 
is as you may be informed bat in considerable and just sufficient tor the 
guard of the island against all attacks. 1 have reason to believe the 
Honourable Company is concerting proper measures in Kurope with the 
Crown of Portugal upon this event. And as their determinations must 
govern me, which I hope to luive in May next, J can only till then 
continue our defensive alliance which indeed is a point of necessity in 
our present, circumstances, and which, without presuming to advise you, 

T offer to your consideration, I shall never lose sight of the close union 
betwixt our two crowns, and our common united interest in these parts, 
which can never consist in ruining outs without benefiting yours. 1 

The 18th January 1739 the account charges for Bandm from 1st 
August 1738 to 31st December following, amounting to Its. 9795-3-64, 
translated into Portuguese, are laid before the Board, when the 
President takes notice that the Portuguese government had not even 
cleared the arrears of the four preceding months from 1st April to 31st 
July amounting to its. 6893-2-21," 

Next day (19th January 1739} the President communicates to the 
Board a letter received from Kondaji M.inkar the commanding officer on 
the island of Salsetlc for the MaraiMs, the substance of which is to 
acquaint him that Ohinmrfji brother to BAjirdv has reduced Mfihim, 
Kellum (Kelva), and Dalianu and >va3 bent on subduing the remainder 
of the country. That this early and frank advice was given ue of 
liis intention to attack Yestiva and liandra, that we might withdraw 
our succours from the latter place wliorc they me in garrison and which 
they look on as their right and belonging to their domain, and even 
offering on the reduction of Bcndra if we are jealous of s. troublesome 
neighbourhood, to agree to its demolition. In case of our continuance in 
Bdndra he says he cannot answer for the consequences that may result 
to the peaceable correspondence we have hitherto maintained with them. 

It is then remarked that were there any dependence or faith to be 
given to such an assurance as of the demolition of Bandra it might lie- 
more expedient to withdraw our succours rather than hazard a rupture 
with the Mardthas. On the other hand when it is considered how much 
the Portuguese would lie dispirited by such a procedure and reproach us 
with abandoning them in these conjunctures; that they would never 
consent to our demolition of that fortification whilst they are yet masters 
of it; that we could not justify its demolition without their formal leave, 
tuid that we cau have no security for the MaraiMs' performance of the 
promise of it, on mature deliberation the Board comes to the following 


J pnnilwy Governor awl President. Honourable John Homo’s answer to Pedro 
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resolution : That the clue preservation of our own frontier, our engage* 
ments with the Portuguese, and other indispensable reasons oblige us 
to maintain and continue our succours to the fortification of Bdndra, 
which we judge may hold out against the Maratbas unless they bring 
cannons against it. In such ease the place being- no longer tenable, 
that care shall be taken to secure the retreat of our people and amiue be 
sprung for its being rendered unserviceable to tire MaratliAs. Of this the 
President is desired to advise the General of the North and at the same 
time of the indispensahlc necessity of demolishing the battery at the 
foot of the hill of Senora de Monte on Sdlsette which entirely commands 
the channel that g-ives passage into the Malum, river. 

The President then acquaints the Board with the frame of his 
purposed auswer to Kond.iji M&nkav, which is agreed to and is as 
follows : That he has received his letter and considered the matter 
with due attention ; that he takos notice of his advices of Chimruvji’s 
progress in his conquests and esteems his ingenuous declaration of his 
intentions upon Yesriva and Bandra. Touching our withdrawing our 
succours from the latter place, which is the principal point of bis letter, 
we (the President and Council) answer: That in the first place ouv 
engagements with the Portuguese nation oblige us to such an assistance, 
and that it is an established maxim with the English to adhere to all 
their treaties and pacts with other governments ; that besides it is the 
practice of all nations to consult the security of their frontiers j and 
that lfandra being confessedly necessary thereto, they could not take 
amiss the measures we took to preserve it, so that if their nation persists 
in the design to attack it the fortune of war must decide it; that if it 
appeared to them their interest to reduce it, we thought it as much ours 
to maintain it. That for the rest they could not hut be convinced hy 
the froe trade and open communication we had with their territories, of 
our peaceable disposition, and that our only views and desires tended to 
the restoration of the public tranquillity in these parts, and the preser¬ 
vation of our own dominions rights and privileges. 1 

The 27th January 1739 the President communicates to the Board 
that he had proposed to the General of the North the demolition of 
IJdndra and the batteries commanding the entrance into Mil him river 
conformable to the resolutions in the Consultation of the 19th. To this 
he had received for answer that the General of the North did not 
conceive he had power to authorize or grant leave for such a step lmt 
that lie would forward copy of tire proposal to the Viceroy for bis order 
therein. 2 

The 27th January 1739 the President laid before the Board the 
following letter from Martin D J Sylveira the General of the North, 
dated Bassein 24th January 1739: I communicate to your Honour 
the advice L liave received that, besides the large force they have got to 
carry on the siege and batteries at Tdrdpur, the enemy have with 
another body of troops invested the fort of Yesava in the same manner, 
against which they have got cannon of eighteen pounders ; a cause of 
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not a little anxiety considering the weakness of its walls. Though 
with relation to the fortifications and batteries of Bri-ndra I answered 
your Honour's proposal of demolishing them that 1 eould not come to 
such a resolution without the express order of the Viceroy, ] have 
since determined from the trust 1 repose in his person on sending to the 
fort of Bdndra ihc Captain Commandant John D'Souza Ferras in the 
same station he was in before, that with your concurrence he may 
execute what may lie most convenient for the service of the King my 
master. ,So great is our necessity and want of provision in this place, 
having found little or none in it when I took charge of the government 
of this province, that I dare not trust the waiting the return of the 
grabs 1 have s<Jnt to Daman in quest of a supply, after leaving drained 
the island of K avail j a, as the commandant of that place acquaints me 
was done in the time of my predecessor. As I instantly expect the 
enemy at Dongri (hill-fort four miles south-west of Basscin) with the 
same intentions as they are now liefore Vesfiva, 1 must apply to your 
Honour as General for his most serene Majesty of Great Britain to 
assist me with live hundred morahs (mw/as) of batty or as much as you 
can spare. This I will either repay you in specie out of what 1 expect 
from Daman or in money at the price your Honour will advise me, with 
the incident expenses, liesidos being eternally obliged to your Honour 
to whom in such cate 1 shall confess we owe our preservation. 

To this letter the President proposed to send the following answer : 
To the General of the North, Bombay Castle 27th January 1739. I 
have tills instant received your letter of the 24th January, and at the 
same time attended to the representation of Seuor John IVSouza Ferras 
on your part. 1 observe with much concern and anxiety the progress 
of these Marathds whose principal aim appears to me no less than the 
destruction of the European iuteresl and dominion iu these parts. As 
to what concerns the demolition of the batteries and fortification of 
Bdndra T should not have over proposed such a stop to you hut in the 
extreme necessity of present conjunctures. It is very agreeable to me 
that your opinion concurs with mine in this matter for the common good 
of both our governments. Conformable thereto I have despatched orders 
for the immediate demolition of the batteries, and as the fortification of 
Btindra will require some days liefore the mines can lie in entire 
readiness to take effect, there shall be no (‘are wanting to put (bat place 
out of danger of falling into the hands of these people. 

In answer to yonv urgent request for a loan of batty 1 assure you 
with great truth that our island is entirely out of capacity to furnish 
any quantity being itself in imminent danger of scarcity. We expect 
to procure a little from Surat and Scindy. However even that 
wc cannot depend upon. Neither from Mangalor nor the Mar&tha 
countries do we find it possible to get the least quantity, through the 
rigorous prohibition of such exports from thence. With all this not 
many days ago we relieved the straits of our factory at TelJieherry at 
the hazard of disfurnishing our ownselves with the quantity of near 
three hundred bales, so that we are now in extreme necessity ourselves, 
considering the numlier of people that it lies upon us to maintain and 
the store of grain it requires. Some days past I gave permission for 
exporting a convenient quantity of wheat to Basseiu, and if any move 
can lie procured and spared, I shall not fail of accommodating you with 
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all ill my power. I have explained all these circumstances with the 
greater particularity that you may not have any umbrage or doubt left 
of my being extremely sensible to the urgent necessities of your 
government and inclined to assist and succour you with all that is in my 
power and dependence, being well assured that these Marthas finishing 
with you, or perhaps before, will sooner or later proceed to the execution 
of their ill designs against our territories. 1 

The same day (27th January 1739) the President acquaints the Board 
that they are summoned purposely to deliberate on the most expedient 
measures to be taken on the occasion of the above letter he has received since 
morning from the General of the North and brought by the Portuguese 
commandant of the Island of Salsotte John deSouza Ferns, who is sent 
by the General to represent in the strongest manner their deplorable 
circumstances. That they expect Rassein and Dongri will be soon 
attacked by the Mavathas. That in Bassein, through the neglect of the 
preceding General, they are barely victualled for fifteen days and that they 
therefore beseech us as friends and allies to succour them with a quantity 
of batty. That with regard to Bandra and the batteries at the foot of 
Nossa Senora do Monte, the urgency of circumstances obliges him to 
retract his answer as before mentioned in the consultation of this day, 
and not only gives the President hie consent for their being razed, hut 
orders John de Souza Ferras may second and see to the execution. 
That the fort of Vesava gives him great apprehensions, the Marath;is 
having brought eighteen-pounders to hatter it, which he is of opinion 
the walls will not hold out against. The President observes that with 
regard to the razing those batteries and demolishing the fortifications 
of Bandra, it is of the utmost importance to Bombay that we lay 
hold of the permission and lose no time in the execution. Upon which 
the President is desired to issue orders immediately to the Engineer to 
set to work, first with the batteries abovouientioued, and that the prahrn 
and other vessels l>e stationed at a proper distance to cover the men 
employed in razing them. Also that the mini's to blow up the 
fortifications at Bandra lie likewise prepared with all expedition, care 
being taken to secure the retreat of the garrison. In order to lessen 
the debt of the Portuguese government incurred on the assistance 
given that place with men and stores: Agreed that we receive what 
remains of the latter back at the same price their account, stands charged 
w ith, which in their present desperate circumstances we judge the most 
expedient means to reduce the debt. 

The request of the General of the North for a loan of batty falling 
next under consideration : Agreed it is no time now to make reflections 
on the improvidence of that government, or the returns we have hitherto 
met with for all the good offices in our power. It is our incapacity alone 
that hinders us from such an assistance as they require. Our Honourable 
Masters cannot but bo satisfied thereof from our consultations of the 
18th and 23rd preceding this application where our just dread of 
wanting provisions ourselves is already set out. It is agreed then that 
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a satisfactory answer be given the General by the President as subjoined 
to the letter on this occasion. 1 

About two months later, 25th March 1739, the Diary contains the 
following entry : The Bandra fortifications are blown up, with the 
consent of all parties, ours, the Portuguese, and Mara tints, which last 
had often pressed the President by letters and messages to have it 
effected. 2 

On the 4th February 1739 a consultation was held at which tire 
President acquaints the Board that the meeting is to consider the best 
and safest measures to be taken on the intelligence ho has lately received 
that the Mart this would be on Sfikette this day or to-morrow with an 
additional force of thirty thousand men; that he is credibly informed 
a number of boats are getting in readiness for some expedition both at 
A mala, Thana, and other places belonging at present to the Marhthds ; 
and that they give it out publicly and confidently that their design is 
against the island of Bombay. The President remarks that whether 
this force and preparations are really directed against this island or not, 
and however weak we are in the absence of our fleet, it behoves ue in 
all respects to put ourselves in the best posture of defence we are able, 
either to prevent or deter any attempts of the people to get upon the 
island. To this the Board unanimously agreeing the following orders 
and dispositions are resolved: The Company having no vessel at 
present in port proper for the purpose of defending to the seaward the 
Breach and Backbay, the President makes a tender of three vessels—• 
the Sucnmn, the Anne grab actually under despatch for Persia, and the 
Robert for Surat—to be employed in this service, with condition only 
of a reasonable demurrage and allowance for damages in case of accident. 
These are accordingly accepted and they are ordered to be stationed off 
Mahim and strengthened with such a force as we can raise. That for 
the defence of our passes in the river, two luggage boats, the Honourable 
Company’s balloon and launch and M;inekji’s boat with twelve Warli 
fishing boats be forthwith equipped, fitted, and distributed in proper 
places. That the militia he ordered on strict duty and lhat fifty 
Bhandihis be added to the guard already at the Breach and fifty more 
at the extremity of Malabar JH ill. Resolved likewise that as entered 
hereafter a letter be sent express to Commodore Bagwell to hasten his 
coming up with the fleet which the President acquaints the Board, by 
advices received this morning in seven days from Goa, was seen import¬ 
ing there by a tindal of a boat arrived here in the time abovementioned. 
Ordered that one month'’s provisions be supplied the out-forts as usual, 
besides two months^ for reserve as stores not to be used but in ease of a 
siege'or other necessity. 3 

The letter to Commodore Bagwell runs : Haviug certain intelligence 
that the MarfSthds will he on the island of Salsette either to-day or 
to-morrow with a body of thirty thousand men with a design to make a 
descent on this island, you are hereby directed to make the best of your 


1 Bom, Gov, Consultation, 27th .Tan, 1739, Pub, Diary 12 of 173S-39, 48-47, 

5 Bom. Gov. Diary, 25th March 1739, Pub. Diary 12 of 1738-39, 10S. Forrest’s 
MarAtha Series, I. Ft. I. 34. 

’Bom, Gov, Consultation, 4th Fob, 1739, Pub, Diary 12 of 1738 30, 51-52, 
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way hither with the squadron under your command. But should the 
expected merchant ships from Tellicherry be under your convoy, you 
with another cruizer arc to take care of- them and despatch all the 
others hither without loss of time. 1 

It is agreed to despatch a boat express to Tellicherry, with a letter 
to the Chief and Factors there, advising them of our necessities in 
point of grain, with direction that in ease of having entered upon any 
treaty or composition with the Kaniatak Rbja, so that the export of 
Mangalor rice is uo longer prohibited by them, they then contract for 
twelve thousand robins of rice on the best terms they are able, 
returning the boat as soon as may be, with advice of wliat conveyances 
they can possibly procure to send up the quantity contracted for, that 
we may judge what tonnage will be necessary to speed to them from 
hence. But that if the misunderstanding still continues to such a 
degree as to render the export of rice from Mangalor impracticable, 
that they then- in consideration of the urgent necessities of this 
Presidency set on foot such an accommodation as may open the way to 
the relief of our straits, yet without hazarding or endangering the 
pepper trade, the safety of which they are to prefer to any other 
consideration, and finally if they can fall upon any other way or 
expedient to supply us we would have them spare no endeavours towards 
it as a most acceptable service to litis Presidency. 2 3 4 * 

The 10th February 1739 the President acquaints the Boa id that last 
night he received advice that the Portuguese had abandoned the fort of 
Vesdva, and that on the Portuguese retreat to Bassein the Marathds 
were actually in possession of that place. Also that the siege of Bassein 
was more vigorously pressed than ever by a very considerable part of 
the Mardtha army, so as to be in imminent danger, 8 

The 14th February 1739 the President lays before the Board a letter 
from the Viceroy of Goa, dated the 3rd February 1739, advising that 
the Mardth'As are masters of the island of Salsette adjoining to Goa. 
Sdlsetrie is so destitute of men, being drained by succoui-b sent up to 
the North, that he apprehends it will bo with the utmost difficulty 
they will be able to defend Goa itself should the Manitli.ls attack it 
vigorously, especially as Khem Sdvant and the Sunda Rija had 
through fear or other means declared against them, and joined the 
Maratha party. lie requests in the most pressing terms our assisting 
them with men and ammunition with all expedition, lest the succour 
should come too late. Adding that their preservation or destruction 
will depend greatly on our resolution with regard to them on this 
occasion.* 

To the aforesaid Viceroy of Goa's letter the Bombay Governor 
and President sent a reply to the following effect: That the President 
has received His Excellency’s letter and is extremely concerned at the 
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situation ho is in. That this Presidency now surrounded with the 
same enemies has absolutely no men to spare from the defence of the 
island itself, so that he dare not send out the fleet even upon the occa¬ 
sions of the Presidency for fear of being too weak in its absence. That 
we might strain so far as to spare a few warlike stores, but that we 
have no conveyance to send them: That he desires His Excellency to 
consider our own situation, and to believe, as it is really true, that we 
want not inclination but abilities to assist him iu this present distress. 1 

The 20th February the General of the North takes notice of the 
opposition complained of by the President from the Superior of the 
Jesuits at B.'mdra against blowing up their college. This lie does not 
know how to answer as he cannot understand ho w the college can 
subsist when the bastions are blown up. 2 3 

The same day (20th February 17159) the President communicates to the 
Board two letters from John de Souza .Ferros Commandant of Salsette 
remonstrating against the obstruction be meets with from the Superior 
of Bandra iu completing the works for the entire demolition of that 
place and threatening him with the worst consequences if he goes on 
with the destruction. The President had before received a protest 
against the same from the Superior: Upon this it is remark¬ 
ed that the power and iutlnence of the society is so great that this 
Commandant dares not execute the orders given him by the General of 
the North; and that to leave the college standing may be of great 
disservice to this island, affording the Marathis a convenient retreat or 
place of arms whence they may greatly incommode us. That therefore 
since it is for the evident beuelit of both nations to destroy the place 
ent irely, if we cannot procure their consent, an expedient be tried to bring 
the Padres to reason by refusing them the protection of this Govern¬ 
ment for their persons and effects, which they may keep at their college 
and defend against the Marath is j or if they abandon the college may 
leave us at liberty to pursue our measures for the safety of our frontier, 
without engaging us in a controversy with the Portuguese Government. 
The Secretary is ordered to repair to Bdndra to enforce and explain 
our sentiments of the Padres’ conduct, as well as to excite Joliu d’Souza 
Ferras to the full performance of Iris orders. 1 

The 5th March 1739 the President communicates to the Board a 
proposal made him by sundry inhabitants of the island of Karanja to 
take possession of and hold the same for the Honourable Company. 
This proposal being now taken into consideration, it is observed first that 
this tender comes from only a few private people without authority or 
powers sufficient to treat of or conclude such a matter, which therefore 
is no foundation to proceed upon. Admitting that the necessity to be 
urged from the situation and convenieney of that island together with 
its surrender from the Portuguese to an enemy, which must inevitably 


1 Bom. Gov. Consultation, IGth Feb. 1739, Pub. Diary 12 of 1738-39, 68. Forrest's 
Manitlia Series, J. l’t. I, 30. 

- Horn. Gov. Diary, 20th Feb. 1739, Pub. Diary ]2 of 173S-39, 70. Forrest’s 
Mardtlia Series, I. Pt. I. 31. 

3 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 20th Feb. 1739, Pub. Diary 12 of 1738-39, 72, Forrest's 
Maritha Series, I. l’t. 1. 32. 
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happen, gives us a right to seize it for ourselves, we apprehend the 
attempt in our present circumstances is no wise prudent or fit to risk 
Eur the following reasons : It would require the raising at least twelve 
or fifteen hundred men to dislodge the troops now on Karanja with 
Manaji in person. And though it is probable, unless opposed by tlie 
MavfUhas, we might carry the attack through with success, yet as a 
sufiicient force could not be got together without disarming our passes, 
and that the President has certain intelligence of a large number of 
Manithas assembled at Marol (about eight miles north-east of liandra) 
apparently with no good intention, such a step might and probably 
would be attended with bad consequences to our islaud, as it is reasonable 
to expect the Maruthis would attack our passes when they found them 
unguarded. Nor would our seizure or taking of Karanja be attended 
with any secure maintenance. For so long as the Marathds continue 
in the neighbourhood, the charges must exceed the revenue which we 
are sure our Honourable Masters would be little inclined to support. 
The fort itself at Karanja is in its present condition entirely untenable, 
being a large ruinous fortification commanded by a neighbouring 
eminence. A now fort would be necessary for the preservation of the 
place and the Marathds would not fail of attacking it, as they consider 
Karanja part of the Portuguese domain, and even now avow that 
Manaji Angria has taken possession of it for them. In which case it 
would require at least twelve hundred men with competent ammunition 
and stores to garrison it with any hopes of holding out. Especially 
since the Agris or salt labourers, who made a body from seven to 
eight hundred men well armed and chiefly depended upon for the 
defence of the place, are gone over to the enemy and were indeed the 
nutans of his introduction. All which considered, though we cannot 
but be sensible of the great inconvenience to Bombay of this new 
neighbour, it is agreed that we forlxiar any attempt of this sort that 
may either endanger the safety of our own island or involve us in 
iuereased charges. 1 

Hope of help from Bombay failing, a few days later (12th March) 
Karanja surrendered to Mdndji, the garrison being permitted to depart 
with their baggage. Captain Inch bird returning from Karanja 
reported that agreeably to the orders given him for destroying Mfmaji's 
galivats.the bomb ketch and Triwufih were stationed at the northmost 
point of the island and himself with the Dr.lvnice and all our large 
galivats to the southward, and that they had the good fortune to bring 
away eight fighting galivats and thirteen fishing boats, setting lire to 
one other galivat which they could not get off. The vessels were ordered 
hack to their station at the passes, except the Rritanni-a and Carolina 
who are to continue in Pen river to prevent any of Manajfs boats 
passing. 2 

The 16th April 1739 the President (Honourable Stephen Law) offers 
to the consideration of the Board the necessity of agreeing and fixing upon 
some measures to be observed with our new neighbours the Marathds. 
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Sundry paragraphs of our Hon. Masters' letters concerning our 
conduct with the country governments being read and considered, the 
President remarks that their whole tononr recommends and enjoins our 
cultivating a friendly correspondence with these people, avoiding all 
just occasions of rupture or enmity, to which accordingly it becomes 
our duty to conform. To this cud, he observes, it is not sufficient to 
profess a neutrality in words, while the Marath is have the contrary to 
reproach us with in actions such as furnishing the Portuguese wi'h 
warlike stores and ammunition, while we continue to prohibit the 
export of lead iron and other commodities to their country, which they 
cannot hut resent as unfriendly treatment. That therefore it may he 
expedient to try what effect a cautious and well managed compliance 
may have in such articles as they may require of us, auri which if they 
cannot obtain immediately from hence, they can always come at (though 
perhaps at a greater expense) by another channel, the commerce for 
them being free to the northward. So that this condescension of ours 
may, without any prejudice to the public good or safety, in some 
measure correspond with the orders of our lion. Masters, and serve 
to remove any occasion of complaint from the above prohibition. Upon 
this it is agreed that the President do, on any such application from 
the Marath Is, diseretionally furnish them with the articles they may 
require and in the quantity he may judge convenient. 1 

The same day (16th April 1739) the President communicates' to the 
Board the pressing instances ho has received in two letters from the 
Viceroy of Goa to assist Bassein and Chau] (at least Bassein) with 
money and munitions of war. He specially notices one letter from 
Caitan d' Souza demanding in the name of his Portuguese Majesty a 
loan of Rs. 1,00,000 and so very large a supply of military stores, as 
in its present situation this place could not possibly afford without evident 
danger and imprudence. The said demands being taken into consi¬ 
deration—It is unanimously agreed that we have not authority sufficient 
from our lion. Masters to hazard any loan but at the risk of our own 
fortunes, as may he evident from the strict teuour of their orders. 
That we will readily afford them whatever stores we can spare from 
the demand of our own garrisons, and they can pay or give sufficient 
security for. The President is accordingly desired to explain to the 
Commandant of the North the restriction the constitution of our 
government lays us under, and the readiness we are in to furnish what¬ 
ever assistance to them we ean without disobedience to our Superiors, 
or endangering the safety of our own island, contrary to the trust 
reposed in us, being otherwise justly sensible of their distress and 
willing to assist and relieve them. 1 

• Next day (17 th April 1739) the President acquaints the Board that he 
has summoned this meeting expressly to lay before them the repeated 
application from the Portuguese for some assistance of money and 
stores, being reduced to the utmost extremities and in imminent danger 


1 Bom. Oov. Consultation, 16th April 1739, Pul) Diary 12 of 1738-39, 128, 

5 Bom. Oov. Consultation, 16th April 1739, Pub. Diary 12 of 1738-39,129-130. 
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of losing Bassein their capital city in the north, without our immediate 
compliance with their demand; and to desire their opinion whether and 
how far this extraordinary emergency may justify us to our Hon. 
Masters, should we venture oil affording them a small supply to prevent 
the instant loss of that town. 

The President goes on to remark that however direct or positive 
their orders may he against on any pretext whatever hazarding any part 
of their estate in foreign loans, yet in the present conjunctures some 
expedient appears unavoidably necessary for the assistance of the 
Portuguese. 

That since the Mardthds have hitherto given us no opportunity of 
making any overtures for settling a'peaee or friendly correspondence with 
their government, and seeing that, on their reduction of Bassein, we have 
just reasons to apprehend they may give us trouble, the preservation of 
Bassein appears to be greatly for the interest and safety of this island. 
If Bassein should at once he forced to surrender for want of a small and 
seasonable relief, besides the reproach we might give room for in dealing 
too hardly with a nation so strictly allied to ours in Europe, the troops 
of these Marathds are too near our island not to justify our entoring 
upon some measures to prevent their designs or at the least to gain time, 
by enabling the Portuguese to support themselves till the rains set in, 
when the enemy will not be able to continue in their trenches before the 
town. Even before the rains a favourable crisis may prssibly ensue, 
and either the Mairithas be called off by the approach of Shaw NddiPs 
troops or on the success of an embassy sent from Goa to the Shahu 
Raja be obliged to give over their siege. 

On all considerations it is unanimously agreed that the trust 
reposed iu us of consulting above everything the interest of our Hon. 
Masters in the security aud preservation of this place, requires our 
venturing a loan on this occasion even at the hazard of our own private 
fortunes, iu case of the same being disavowed by our Employers. It is 
accordingly resolved that a sum not exceeding Rs. 15,000 be advanced 
the Portuguese, taking such security as may be got for repayment of 
the same, on the Hon. Company's account; and the President is 
desired to signify to the Portuguese Commandant that this is done by 
way of private contribution, and uot in contradiction to the refusal we 
wore limited to in our public capacities. 1 

The 1st "May 1739 the lion. Stephen Law Esq., President and 
Governor of Bombay, laid before the Board the following letter from 
Caitan d’Souza Pereira Commandant of the North, dated Bassein the 
24th April 1739: I received your Excellency's letter of the 16th 
April regarding the loan of Rs, 1,00,000 as likewise some assist¬ 
ance of ammunition, in the consternation and extremities to which 
this place is reduced. "Upon which matter your Excellency is pleased to 
write that such assistance does absolutely not depend on you to give, not¬ 
withstanding your friendly disposition to favour and assist our nation. 
These expressions I hold for true aud sincere knowing the particular 


1 Rom. Gov. Consultation, 17th April 1739, Pub. Diary 12 of 1738-39, 131-132, 
Forrest’s MarAt ha Series, I, Pt, I. 35-36. 
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regard you have always shown to it. But seeing this place absolutely 
cannot preserve itself without succour from abroad, and that I can 
obtain succour nowhere but from your Exeolloncy, as well by reason of 
the mutual union betwixt our two nations, as of the interest your island 
has iu our preservation considering the great and dangerous conse¬ 
quences that may result from our ruin, I must again importune your 
Excellency in the hopes that your generosity and good disposition will 
be against the losing this placo and the capital of this province, whilst it 
lies so near a nation which in Europe maintains a strict friendship with 
us and who do not want for means to prevent a ruin of such 
importance. 

Your Excellency is not unapprised that in your island there are 
several vassals of this state who have taken refuge thither from several 
parts with effects to a considerable amount and have resided under 
your Government with what they had thus brought away, though the 
greatest part of it did not belong to them. Upon which matter, the 
senate of this city has been convened with the Prelates of our religions 
orders and private persons. Your Excellency’s letter was laid before 
them with proof of the want of necessaries to defend the place. Upon 
which it was unanimously ag’reed that recourse should be had to these 
refugees, and that extraordinary and even forcible moans should l>e 
used with them. That, iu the meantime, while these effects are 
thus withheld by persons taking refuge under other jurisdictions, 
applications should be made to those governments, with request of 
their favour and assistance in raising a loan to the royal treasury. 
By copy enclosed of an Act of Council in the said senate, your 
Excelloucy will see it is agreeable to our rights and laws that vassal 
shall be obliged to furnish assistance to their king, and that his officers 
have lawful authority to oblige them to help. 

I am certainly informed that on your island the persons named in 
the accompanying list hold considerable effects, of which they are 
subject to render account as well because the effects do not belong to 
them as by reason of their vassalage. As this benefit to us cannot he 
obtained without your Excellency’s favour and protection intervening 
to that effect knowing your particular desire to assist and favour our 
nation, I request that your Excellency will be pleased to permit or give 
leave for searching the houses of the persons named in the said list 
giving order for all assistance and favour to the officers I send on this 
employment. Or that our end may he obtained with more ease' as 
well as with less noise, that your Excellency null be pleased to send 
for them before you, and order them to give a faithful account of 
what they have in their possession, that on discovery of the amount 
which must not be inconsiderable, it may bo used as a pledge for 
payment of the ammunitions which the place is in want of, and which 
your Excellency tells me are ready on our paying the value or giving 
security for it. 

In this city on our using extraordinary measures, in virtue of the 
abovementioned Act of Council, we have discovered a small parcel of 
plate, which I likewise am determined to apply to the payment for 
ammunitions and warlike stores that your Excellency may grant me. 
But as the plate belongs to the churches, and that a considerable loss 
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will arise on breaking it down, I would fain know of your Excellency 
if the Company would allow such a benefit to our state, as the taking 
it in pawn for a debt to the amount of its intrinsic value without 
interest; or whether it is necessary that it should he sold, that 1 may 
remit it weighed with exactness ; trusting that yonr Excellency will in 
this matter as in all others act for the best in favour of the urgent 
necessities this place is at present reduced to. 

Further, in case all this is not sufficient to engage an assistance 
in our present extreme distress, in order that the Company may have 
security for monies advanced to this place, I offer your Excellency some 
pieces of brass ordnance either in payment or pawn for the debt. 
Having this consideration that it is most becoming my nation that 
it should be known to the world how for the preservation of their 
King’s city it was stripped of its artillery (the principal instruments of 
its defence) whilst they put their trust more in their personal valour, 
in their constant fidelity and zeal, than in the extraordinary force 
or hardness of metal. So that if your Excellency will please to accept 
of this pledge, on advice from your Excellency, I will send the pieces 
of ordnance that may be necessary to pay the debt incurred. If 
to all these proposed measures your Excellency or your Council shall 
objoct as inconvenient, I have no others nor any recourse besides 
for the preservation of this place. Considering the reasons above 
declared, and the fatal ruin we must otherwise undergo, 1 hope that 
your Excellency, for the service of Ilis Most Serene Majesty of 
Portugal, at least will consent to succour us with some ammunition to 
enable ns to persist in the defence of this place, And for the payment, 
of this advance His Majesty will he bound by his agent and all his 
vassals, as I have wrote your Excellency in my last letter, if they have 
not lost all credit and reputation with your nation, which they are so 
careful to preserve. 

J5y reason of the great want of people for the defence and service of 
this place, through the dispersion of a number of our vassals in different 
parts, I eame to a resolution of publishing a proclamation recalling 
them all with their effects within the term of lifteen days, under 
penalties in ease of contravention. And as several persons have re¬ 
presented to me their apprehension of trouble in obeying this order for 
fear of their creditors, considering it, as my duty to consult, in ihcso 
conjunctures what may bo most useful to the King’s service, I have 
ordered another proclamation to bo published, of indemnity in such 
eases as your Excellency may see by copies enclosed of said proclama¬ 
tions. That these proclamations may meet with due observance, 
T request of your Excellency free leave for all the vassals of this state 
to return to this place without impediment or molestation to their persons 
and effects that they may bring with them. Also that these proclama¬ 
tions may bo published on your island to remove any pretext of ignorance, 
considering the great advantage may accrue from this expedient to the 
King’s service and towards the preservation of the place, the enemy’s 
approaches to which and method of attack may appear more clearly In 
your Excellency by your officer's delineation and report which are now 
sent for your Excellency’s observation. 

At the same meeting this second letter of the same date (21-th April) 
was also read : As the vessels which 1 have here are soon to pmci-cd 
n 11S5-27 
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to Goa, and 1 know not when those I have sent to Daman may arrive, 
1 request your Excellency to do me the honour to send to this Bar 
with all possible expedition a secure vessel of war, for our sending upon 
her the small stock we have discovered to be applied to payineut for 
ammunitions as I have before wrote to your Excellency. Our want 
of ammunition is so urgent and the season is so far advanced your 
Excellency well knows bow necessary it is I should make the best use of 
tiro little time I have left. In the hope the ammunition may be ready to 
come without delay L have given instructions to the Captain Commandant 
John d’Souza Ferras to adjust this matter with your Excellency, and 
at the same time to request your Excellency to send us such bricklayers 
and carpenters as belong to our jurisdiction, and are now upon your 
island. Our want of them for the service of this place is great, as well 
as our need of chunam for which we must depend upon your Excellency's 
friendly disposition. 1 

After due consideration of these two letters we come to the 
following resolutions : That we will accept of the pledge tendered in 
plate or wrought silver, and will advance the amount of its intrinsic 
value redeemable within the term of one year without interest. That 
whatever brass guns are not absolutely necessary to tin* defence fff the 
place, we shall be the more willing to accept on the like terms, as we 
arc not without great apprehensions of the place falling soon into the 
MarfSthas’ hands, when the cannon found there will proportionally 
strengthen and enable the Marathas to carry on any further designs 
they may havo. That we cannot admit of the proclamation referred 
to in the said letters being allixed or otherwise published in the 
manner the Commandant desires, as such a practice is repugnant to 
the forms and authority of our own Government. Much less can we 
suffer or connive at any compulsive measures to he used with their 
subjects that have taken refuse here, it being inconsistent with the 
liberty and privileges granted to all who take protection under this 
Government, though w'e shall gladly give all encouragement in our 
power to promote all voluntary contributions and assistance to them 
in their present distress. That tvo will send them whatever stores 
for the defence of Bassein we can spare without unfurnishing this place. 
That any bricklayers or carpenters they may procure here to go 
voluntarily upon their service at Bassein shall havo free liberty to 
repair thither. The President is accordingly desired to answer the 
above letters in these terms. 

Debating what price to fix on the stores to bo spared them from 
this Presidency, it is observed by the President that as the sparing 
these stores in order to save or at least enable the city of Bassein 
to bold out some time longer, is neither a point of profit or favour 
(consulting as we do in it chiefly our own safety and interest) we 
ought in this case to omit the charging of the twenty per cent 
advance, usual on stores sold to any but the Honourable Company’s 
servants, by which remission the Portuguese will gain a faith in the 
quantity to bo furnished them, and consider the same as a real and 
timely obligation. To this the Board concurs and agrees. 2 


1 Fob. Diary 12 of 1738-3!), 1C1 -105. Forrest's Marat,lia, Series, I. Ft. I. 37-30. 

- Bom. Gov. Consultation, 1st May 1730, Fob. Diary 12 of 1738-30, 157-15S. 
Forrest s Maratha iSeries. 1. Ft. I, 3(i- 37, 
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Six days later (7th May 1739) the President acquaints the Board tliat 
yesterday he received the melancholy news that on the 5tli instant the 
capitulations had been signed for the surrender on the 12th of the city 
of Basseiuto Chimnaji the Mar At ha general. The cause of surrender was 
the success of the twelve or thirteen mines tin; Marathas sprung- on the 
curtains and bastions. The place is so surrounded with water that only 
three of the eleven bastions were subject to be attacked. Still the mines 
made such breaches in two of the three as rendered the storming very 
practicable. This the Mardthas attempted with the utmost fury and reso¬ 
lution. Several times repulsed they as often returned to the attack, and at 
length gained lodgments on the bastions. The Portuguese wearied and 
harassed with so warm an action lasting over two days, having several 
of their officers and many people killed, and Ihoir ammunition near 
exhausted, observing the place was no longer tenable against such 
numbers, hoisted a white flag and sent one of their officers to treat of a 
surrender. CliimnAji allowed them the space of a week to evacuate the 
town on the very honourable conditions noted below. 

The Consultation continues ; The Commandant of the North having 
made application to the President for assistance from this Government 
of boats and vessels to bring away the inhabitants and their effects 
according to the -terms of the capitulations, orders have Leon given 
immediately to prepare what number of boats could he procured, to he 
sent to Bassein to assist them in this distressful conjuncture. The 
rrince of Wales and three galivats were appointed to convey them 
safe from any attempts on the sea. Resolved likewise, as the Command¬ 
ant of the North is obliged to seek harbour here with his people till 
the rainy season is over, that the most honourable reception he 
given him, and a lodging be prepared for him suitable to his station 
with such accommodation as can be got for lodging liis people. Tiffs 
treatment we think due to a nation in friendship with ours, especially in 
their present distressed deplorable condition. We hope the circum¬ 
stances will appear in that light to our Ilouourablo Masters. 1 

Thu following were the conditions of surrender : 

1. The said ChimnAji Appa shall permit free passage out of the 
town to all the troops as well regular as auxiliaries, with their arms in 
order, drums boating and colours flying, also with four pieces of cannon 
and two mortars. 

2. lie shall likewise grant free passage out to all the noble families 
that are now iti the town, with all their moveables and effects, as also 
to all the Christians Gentus and Moors who do not choose to remain 
in the place, and that with all their goods and effects. 

3. He shall permit free and unmolested passage out of the port of 
this place to all vessels of war now in it with their artillery and pro¬ 
vided at all points for defence as well as to all other vessels whose 
owners do not choose to remain. 

4. He shall furnish all the vessels that may ho wanted (charges 
paid) to convey away to Bombay, Chaul, or Daman, as well the noble 


'Bom. Gov. Consultation, 7tli May 173P, Vnl>. Diary 1? of ]738-30, 108-170. For¬ 
rest's MftrAtlia Series, f, Vt, I, 30 - -10. 
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families as the common people, with all in general that choose to leave 
the place with their goods and effects, which they shall carry with 
them ; and shall engage that Angria shall not rob or strip them of 
what they carry, upon the sea, until they have arrived at their destined 
port. 

5. He shall likewise grant free passage to all in religious orders, 
and to the priests in general (who do not choose to remain in the place) 
with leave to carry off their goods and effects such as they may not 
sell beforehand. 

6. lie shall permit the shipping off and carrying out of the place 
all victualling Stores and ammunitions of war in the town belonging 
to the inhabitants and defenders ; and in general all treasure in gold 
or silver with every one’s provisions and moveables, as likewise every 
thing belonging to the churches of whatever sort or value. 

7. That the Christians who remain voluntarily in the place shall 
enjoy the liberty of worshipping God in the faith they profess, as 
likewise all over the district belonging to that jurisdiction without 
being robbed or stripped of what they have got. Tire same is to be 
observed in every respect with the Gentus and Moors that shall choose 
to stay behind, each according to his law. 

8. The said Chimndji shall forthwith release all the prisoners in 
his power, that they may have the benefit of coming away in my 
company. And I will restore all that I have got, for him to dispose 
of as he thinks proper, in return for those of our side, 

9. On the day appointed for the garrison’s evacuating the placo 
which is the 12th May (23rd of May N, S.) his army shall retreat to 
Madrdpur, that T may with my troops go over the walls and embark 
free of any fear of molestation from his army. 

10. Chimuaji Appa himself shall engage not to enter the town 
with his troops till 1 am safely embarked with mine and all the people 
that go with me, and got out of the reach of the ai'tillery of the place. 

11. Chimndji Appa shall purchase whatever provisions moveables 
or effects the inhabitants or others in the place may have and want to 
sell, by the means of persons of credit or trust, and to that end shall 
send into the town thirty such Banians to agree the price, paying the 
value to the proprietors, and receiving the things so purchased. 

12. That whilst Chimndji Appa shall be in possession of this city, 
ho shall for over maintain the privilege of three churches within it, 
(besides) one in the district and one on the island of Salsette, for the 
Christians that shall remain in the said city, or ’ places stipulated for, 
where they may freely exercise all the acts of their religion. The said 
churches shall have tlioir curates subject to the most illustrious and 
reverend Primate of India, for him to settle their proper jurisdiction 
for the cultivation of the said Christianity. Whatever images I may 
leave behind shall be suffered to remain in the said churches, with the 
most necessary ornaments for adorning them. And for the security of 
the performance of all the above articles of capitulation, the said Chim¬ 
ndji Appa shall sign the same according to his custom, and shall like¬ 
wise confirm and ratify them with his own sea! and that of lbijirav the 
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general of all the Shfihu lira’s troops. This bcinpf executed, tho said 
Chimuaji Appa shall send one of his principal officers to my satisfac¬ 
tion, to remain as an hostage on hoard a vessel of war in the channel 
of the bar of this place, out of the reach of the artillery. And for the 
security of such an officer, I will send one of mine to stay in his army 
till these stipulations have been performed, when 1 will return his 
officer in exchange of mine. Likewise as Boon as he lias ratified 
those capitulations, he shall order his people to retire from the *V>ot of 
the walls into their batteries and trenches to the distance of twenty 
paces; evacuating also the breaches, leaving in each the number of 
twenty men. In the interim there drill be no innovation on either 
side, or any new work bo carried on. To ibis is added : 

1 Chimnaji Appa accept of the above articles of surrender, except 
tho sixth relating to the munitions of war which I will purchase 
and the ninth which 1 will not engage for. For ratification thereof 
I set my seal to them in my camp before Bassein the 16th May 
1739 (N. S.) 1 

The terms of capitulation were honourably carried out on both sides. 
On the 13th May 1739 tho Kitaj George and three galivats arrived 
from Bassein Bar, bringing several boats and two grabs under their 
convoy, with the garrison and inhabitants of Bassein and their effects, 
together with Caitan d’Souza Commandant in the North and Governor 
of Bassein, 2 

Two days later (15th May 1739) the Board agreed that, as Bassein 
is reduced, it will be highly proper to send a letter of compliment to 
Chimndji Appa with a small present in the eastern manner, to consist of 
six yards of red velvet, six yards of green, and six yards of cloth. This 
present Bhiku Sinay is pitched upon to carry, a person the best qualified 
we can find for such an employ, as the same may lie an opening or intro¬ 
duction to a further knowledge and insight into Chinindji's movements 
and designs. 3 

Three weeks later (8th June 1739) the President acquaints the Board 
■that Bhiku Sinay was returned with a civil answer from Chimuriji who 
had given the said messenger a friendly and favourable reception. Soon 
after arrived two deputies from Chimndji with a letter to the President, 
and assurances of a desire on the part of the Mara lit ns to maintain 
peace and friendship with this Government, concerning the regulation and 
establishment of which they proposed treating and coming to agree¬ 
ment. According to Bhiku Sinay's report the conference he had with 
Chimnaji passed ehielly in some exceptions taken by him at our conduct 
since their invasion of the Portuguese territories. To these Bhiku 
made suitable answers and explanations, wherewith Ohimn/rji seemed 
satisfied. "When he was about taking leave Chimnaji gave him an 
hint, as if he expected we should assist him with a loan of money, 
for which he quoted what aids of that sort had been furnished the 
Sidis and Portuguese. The deputies since arrived having in their 
discourse with the President confined themselves ehielly to general 
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assurances of their master's good intentions to our nation, and Chim¬ 
naji in his letter desiring that Captain Inehbird may be appointed to 
confer with him more particularly about the means of settling a good 
harmony and understanding with this Government, the President 
proposes the sending of Captain Inehbird, as no ill consequences 
can be apprehended from his going. On the contrary as we may 
expect the more friendly overtures in consequence of our gratifying 
him with his choice of a person to treat with, it is agreed that Captain 
Inehbird be instantly despatched to Chimnaji with proper instructions 
and a competent present. 1 

The same day (8th June 1739) the following instructions were 
conveyed to Captain James Inehbird : Chimnaji Appa, the Mardtha 
general, having applied very urgently for a person to bo deputed 
to them, and you being named by him as one that would be accept¬ 
able for a personal conference, wherein it may bo requisite to 
treat of several matters of great importance to the welfare of this 
island, we have on mature deliberation come to a resolution of 
sending you on the part of the Honourable Company on this 
deputation. You will herewith receive my credential letter and 
such presents as I could judge (or were to bo procured) the most 
fitting and adapted to the liking of these people, to whom I would 
have you take proper notice of my friendly disposition in gratify¬ 
ing this their particular request of my sending you. You are by 
experience so well versed in the nature, customs, and manners of 
the Gentu governments round us that 1 need add no instructions 
on those heads. As to the most material points which you may 
want authority or directions to propose, or answer, and for your 
general guidance in the management of your conferences with 
Bajirdv, Chimnaji, or those authorized to treat with you on his or 
their parts, you will find them contained in the following articles: 

(1) If the Mardthds are desirous sincerely to improve a good 
understanding, so we are the same. 

(2) We will not suSer the Portuguese to attack the Mardthds 
from any part of this island ; therefore it will be needless for 
the Mardthds to erect any work near the passes, as such can bo 
of no other use than to cause us jealousy. They must he sensible 
we have no sort of intention to violate the friendship which we 
openly profess a desire of maintaining. 

(3) That as the real end of our holding Bombay is to circulate 
a free trade round us, so we wish to have some favour showed 
us in the duties of the rivers, which will encourage the resort 
of merchants, and prove thereby of more utility to the Mardthds- 
than can arise to them by heavy impositions. 

(4) That we on our parts are desirous of fixing on some terms 
of agreement tending to encourage the inhabitants on each side, 
and if any manufactures of goods proper for us be set about in 
the places subject to the Mardthds we shall willingly be pur¬ 
chasers thereof, provided we can be furnished on reasonable 
conditions, 

1 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 8*U June 1739, Pub. Diary 12 of 1733-39, 212-213. 
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(5) That our force now maintained as well by land as sea is 
merely intended for our preservation. And, therefore, on having 
a suitable security of a friendly disposition on the part of the 
MurdthAs we shall in no wise molest .their navigation. Contrary- 
wise we shall afford a becoming assistance to them therein, to 
which end the waters loading to their rivers will be kept free. 
Since Angria under a borrowed name may attempt passing Mahim 
river, and aim to injure us thereby, we hope no other vessel 
than those employed in trade will pass that way, as vessels of 
war may easily enter between this island and Karanja. 

(6) That such persons as have fled hither from the Maratha 
countries have now leave, and shall hereafter bo permitted to 
return. 

(7) That as Chinmaji may surmise wc have attempted by 
our messenger to liis master to establish matters on a footing in 
prejudice of him (Chinmaji), I now commit to you copy of my 
letter sent from lienee. 

(S) Should, as Bhilai Sinay has hinted, any demands be made 
for loans of money, you may say that although we might in 
times past favour the Sidis therein, yet we have been since 
ordered so peremptorily by the Company to avoid such a 
practice as puts it out of our power to comply therewith. 

(9) Should tribute be demanded you may reply that, as 
OhimuAji well knows, the trade of our island lias been so 
reduced by the bordering troubles, and tile heavy expense in 
supporting it with provisions brought from distant countries 
(when denied by the MarAthas), that we are unable to pay tribute. 

(10) If we are accused of assisting the Sidis and Portuguese 
in prejudice of the MarAtliAs, you may reply that what we did 
then was on a supposal that the destruction of either by the 
Mar A this might tend to injure us. But on a farther knowledge 
that the Marathas consider the welfare of their dominions, we 
have for some time observed a becoming neutrality. 

(11) If we should bo required to assist in reducing Manaji 
SambhAji and the Sidis, you may reply that MAnAji being at 
present on good terms with us, we cannot justify the entering 
into any measures against him ; nor would it become us to molest 
the Sidis, as they are the immediate subjects of the Moghal, 
through whom we enjoy at our several settlements very advan¬ 
tageous privileges. But MairibhAji, whilst he continues an enemy 
to us, will be annoyed as much as possible by the fleet wo have 
for long been obliged to maintain in the protection of our trade 
against his attempts. 

The above several points you will speak to and enforce as occa¬ 
sion offers, being what at present occurs most material to caution 
you upon. Should any other matters arise wherein you are not 
furnished with replies, apply hither with all speed for our giving 
suitable directions. 1 
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Three weeks later (29th June 1739) the President communicates 
to the Board a letter received from Captain James Inchbird, dated 
Basscin the 27th instant, containing a relation of his procedure and 
negotiations with Chinmaji, the Marfitha general, and enclosing a 
draft of nine articles proposed on the said Chimnaji’s part for 
grounding a treaty of peace and commerce upon. Also a draft of 
fourteen articles proposed by Captain Inchbird on our part for 
the establishment of a peace with those people, on which he desires 
such instructions and powers as may enable him to come to a 
conclusion in this matter with all possible despatch. The Board 
approves of Captain Inchbird’s conduct and management hitherto ; 
and proceeds to take into consideration the terms contained in the 
said articles of Chimnaji. Upon the whole of which, it is remarked 
that the success of these people has so much elated them that, as 
appears by the style of those articles, they are far from treating us 
upon equal and moderate terms. At the same time as it is undeni¬ 
able that we have neither forces nor authority sufficient to enter 
on any measures of opposition to them, and that on the contrary 
wc are positively enjoined by our Honourable Masters to seek by 
all fitting means tho establishment of a friendly correspondence 
with these people, there appears no preferable method for us to 
pursue than showing such a disposition to settle a state of peace 
and commerce with them, if they are sincerely inclined to the like 
on their side, as may leave no reasonable pretence to come to a 
rupture with us, nor give our Honourable Masters any occasion 
to blame or censure us for deviating from their positive express in¬ 
junctions with regard to our conduct towards these new neighbours. 
For the clearer explanation of the sense and opinion of this Board 
on tho terms proposed by the Mar&thas, each article is in order 
and separately debated upon. The Consultation continues : Having 
gone through the above articles, and taken into consideration 
a sketch of an agreement digested by Captain Inchbird into 
fourteen articles—Ordered that in accordance with the tenour and 
purport of tire above recited resolutions on Chimnaji’s proposals, 
with the additions and alterations that may appear necessary, a 
set of articles bo immediately collected and framed with the 
approval of this Board, to be transmitted to Captain Inchbird for 
a groundwork to the treaty in hand. And the President will in 
his answer to Captain Inchbird take notice to him that there is no 
material difference in the concessions made by us to their several 
demands, so that if they are in earnest or sincere in their profes¬ 
sions of desiring a friendly correspondence, we see no obstacle to 
an accommodation on the terms they propose. In case of their 
starting any such objection to any one or more particulars of 
consequence, that he cannot get over, he is not by a peremptory 
refusal to break off the negotiation, but advising us thereof with¬ 
out delay, wait for further orders from hence. At the same time 
it may be recommended to him to press the fixing the customs of 
their ports and rivers at the same moderate rates as ours, as the 
same will greatly encourage the introduction of a flourishing 
commerce into their country. Tho President will likewise signify 
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to Chimuaji that Captain Inchbird has his power to conclude and 
ratify a treaty and agreement with him on the above declared 
footing. 1 

Meanwhile (5th May 17:19), when there was still hope in Bombay that 
Bassein might hold out till the rains thePresidcnt Honourable Stephen! jaw 
acquaints the Board that in his opinion the’present state of affairs and his 
own recent entry upon the charge of the Government made it expedient 
to send a letter to the Shahu Raja as a proper step and introduction 
towards obtaining a friendly correspondence with that court, which 
seems the more necessary now those owning him for their sovereign are 
become and are like to continue our near neighbours. lie observes iliat 
such an advance on our part is entirely agreeable to our Honourable 
Masters' directions for improving all occasions of cultivating a peaceable 
disposition towards us in the country powers. Further tlint, consider¬ 
ing the little assurance or certainty we have of Bdjiwtv's and Chinmfi ji’s 
designs this direct application to the Shahu Raja, whom they acknow¬ 
ledge for their master, may produce a good effect, and cannot possibly 
be attended with ill consequences, as we have no such dependence on 
the success as to lessen our guard and caution. The Board unani¬ 
mously agreeing to this proposal the President remarks that it will 
he necessary to accompany the letter with a few presents at a moderate 
expense, such as looking-glasses and other Europe curiosities as may he 
procured on tire place. As a messenger to early these presents he had 
pitched on one Bhikaji Pant who had heretofore been employed on 
messages to that court by the Sidis, and was therefore the properest 
person for this purpose. This the Board approves. 2 3 

Two days later (7th May 173!)), the day after the news of the fall 
of Bassein, the President communicates to the Board that since the last 
consultation Captain William Gordon had been represented to him as 
a person well qualified for deputation to Shahu Raja, as lie understands 
the country language tolerably well and is acquainted witli the humour 
and manner of these people. Ho observes the sending a European will 
on the one hand give more weight to any verbal explanation that 
may be requisite or serviceable to make at that court and on the other 
may be more safely depended upon for gaining information of their 
policy and designs than one of the country people. The Board approves 
this choice; and desires the President to give Captain Gordon the 
necessary instructions for his conduct.'’ 

The same day (7tli May 1739) the following letter from the President 
to Shahu Raja is approved : Ou my entering upon the charge of the 
(rovemment of this island of Bombay, it became immediately and naturally 
my care to pay my respects to your majesty whose health God preserve 
with increase of prosperity for many years. To this end therefore I 
send Captaiu Gordon a person of trust to your majesty's presence, 
there to testify the great zeal and desire I have to deserve your friend¬ 
ship and approve my readiness to serve your majesty on all occasions, 
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■wishing thereby to establish a good correspondence betwixt your 
majesty’s subjects and those under this Government, more especially 
as they are become such near neighbours. It is known to the 
world how much benefit and advantage may result from a free traffic 
and commerce being maintained with the countries not belonging to 
your majesty, situate as they are with respect to this place whence it 
may be carried on, and I do not doubt but your majesty will be pleased 
to allow this consideration its just weight and attention, as the same 
is of so great importance. The consequence is plain that your 
territories which border upon ours will become the centre of traffic, 
whereby your subjects inhabitants of them will become more rich and 
opulent than those of your other provinces. 1 wish your majesty a 
happy and prosperous reign, with increase of greatness, and to myself 
many occasions of being employed in the service of your majesty. 1 

Three days later (10th May 1739) the Board approved the 
following instructions to Captain William Gordon: We have appointed 
you as an envoy to Shslhu Rfija, and for the management of such 
concerns as you will find by the following instructions are committed to 
your care and discretion. On receipt of this you are to set out with all 
convenient expedition for S&tara in the Deccan, or in whatever place you 
shall leam that the Prince for the time resides, having in your 
charge the said letter and the presents we send accompanying it, as by 
the list annexed. You will likewise receive herewith some other 
letters addressed to his chief officers, with suitable presents, of the 
delivery of which you are to take care. As yon cannot be so well versed 
in the language and forms necessary to be used with these country 
governments, 1 send with you a proper person well acquainted in those 
matters having heretofore Men employed by the iSidis in messages to 
Shahu Itiija, who may therefore be serviceable to you in the course 
of your negotiation. He is a Gentn by name Bhikaji Pant. On your 
arrival at SMliu Rtja’s court you are to see the letter and presents 
delivered with the usual ceremonies, which you are beforehand to get 
yourself instructed in. 

As one great inducement to the step at present taken in sending 
you is the view of gaining some information and insight into the 
government, interests, and designs at that court, I would have you 
use your host industry and management to obtain a suflicient knowledge 
of Shahu Raja’s government. Who are the principal men that direct 
or influence his resolutions, what are their several views or interests, 
and the general disposition and drift of their councils. These it may 
be the easier for you to come at as they observe little or no secrecy 
in them, and may serve not only to guide you for the present in your 
application and conduct, but be useful to us in future. As we are 
informed H&jiniv docs not want for great and powerful enemies at that 
court, you will do well to inquire who they are and how much they 
may be depended upon ; and if you see proper occasion and opening, 
it will not be amiss to instil a jealousy of his ambition and growing 
power, which must be much increased by the accession of these conquests 
from the Portuguese, and consequently it must be high time to check 
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or put a stop to (influence already) but too prevalent. At the same time 
I have also thought proper to send Bajirdv a letter on this occasion, 
with a present in the eastern manner, and it will be necessary you 
guard against making him an enemy, lest he might be excited to aim 
at doing us ill offices. 

In the conference you may have with Shdhu Rfija or his ministers 
you are to assure them that on my coming to the Government my first 
care was to seek the means of renewing the ancient good correspondence 
and friendship betwixt our Governments, to which end I had pitched on 
this expedient of sending you as an early mark of the sincerity of our 
intentions. You are at the same time most carefully to guard against 
their suspicions that any fear or apprehensions of Bajirav's arms may 
have a share in this resolution; letting them know that though we 
prefer peace and good harmony with our neighbours, we are determined 
to defend ourselves in the best manner we are able in case we are 
attacked. You are to represent to them also, and this is indeed the 
most material matter, how much it is their interest and advantage to 
live upon amicable terms with us, it being notorious that our nation 
has never meddled with their religion, or had any views of conquest or 
extending dominion in these parts. The sole business and end of our 
residence is Trade. This must be equally a benefit to their country, 
the superfluities of which we take off their hands, and import treasure 
and other commodities advantageous to them both in consumption 
and custom. All which you may at large explain and enforce. 

By this means I would have you draw out some declaration of that 
Prince's intentions. If, without being amused or deceived, you find his 
intentions favourable to our purpose, you may intimate how agreeable it 
will be to me as they are now become our neighbours, that some treaty 
or negotiation be set on foot for establishing and settling a firm 
friendship on terms to be mutually agreed, concerning which I shall 
willingly hearken to any just and reasonable proposal. As their new 
conquered territories lie at present contiguous to or so near our island, 
you may insist how greatly the preserving of a free and uninterrupted 
trade will naturally benefit them, and serve to render their new possessions 
the most flourishing and rich part of their dominions. If any overtures 
are made that you judge may be depended upon and require a 
conclusion, advise me fully that I may give you suitable instructions. 
Otherwise when you have done your business, you are to come away 
keeping a diary of your procedure and transactions until your 
return. 1 

The 15th May 1739 the President communicates to the Board the 
substance of a letter from one Lakshman Pant a Maratha officer in 
post at Bandra, requesting the resettlement of a passage boat at Ma him, 
it having been stopped on some apprehensions upon the blowing up 
of Bandra. It is agreed that, on the terms we are at present, it will be 
inconsistent with the declaration of our friendly intentions to keep up 
any show of diffidence more than is necessary for our safety, that our 
safety can be no ways endangered by restoring the liberty of the passage 
boat under a strict inspection from our customs house at Mahim, 
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and that the boat may be an advantage to the island, by bringing in 
provisions, green trade, and other necessaries from Sdlsette : Resolved that 
the passage be again opened and freedom given for all unsuspected 
persons to have free egress and regress to our island; and should hereafter 
any abuse or inconveniently arise from the present settlement of the 
passage boat we may either timely remedy or remove it. As regards 
Lakshmanji’s further request that leave he given for the return of such 
persons as have forsaken Salsette and are at present on our island, as 
this point is strongly insisted upon the part of the Alardtluis and as 
a refusal may be attended with great disgust: Agreed that free 
liberty he given to such as have a mind to return under the Maratha 
government 

The same Consultation (1 r>th May 17159) the President proceeds 
to offer to the consideration of the Board, whether it is most eligible to 
continue Anglia’s prisoners in their present state of captivity or to 
try the effects of releasing and returning them. It is observed that 
the expense of maintaining them exceeds the value of the labour and 
also service they are put to on the public works. Their release may 
induce Sambhaji Angria to a like return of our people now actually 
prisoners with him, or in case of future captures. As the broach 
has been hitherto kept so wide, and all hopes of an accommodation 
seem cut off, this friendly advance on the part of the President, at his 
coming to the chair, may look like an overture, or disposition to 
receive proposals of peace, and enter on treaty towards it. And as this 
procedure appears to he entirely conformable to the tenour of our 
Honourable Masters’’ orders and directions for embracing all means 
of re-establishing and cultivating a good correspondence and harmony 
with the country powers round us : Agreed that the President 
order the release of the prisoners in the manner ho may judge the 
most conducive to the foregoing purposes ; and that Captain Inehbird, 
a person usually employed in any negotiation with him, ho directed 
to set this matter in a. proper light to Sambha ji. 2 

The 29th .Tune 17159 the President communicates the following letter 
from Caitan do Sou/a Pereira, dated Bombay 27th June : Jo my 
letters of the 10th and 24tli April, written at Bassein, I represented 
to your Excellency the great perplexity and straits I was involved in 
through the urgent necessity that place (being- the principal one of this 
Province) stood in of money for the payment of the troops. This was 
the true justifying motive tliat obliged me to request your Excellency 
in the name of his most serene Portuguese Majesty to assist us with 
a loan from tiio Honourable Company of Rs. 1,00,000, being driven 
even to offer in pawn certain large brass cannon, as having no other 
security to give for the said loan. This proposal of mine not taking 
effect for the reasons your Excellency was pleased to declare in your 
letter of the 23th (Kith) April and others that occurred, 1 was obliged 
to fall upon extraordinary methods. W r ith the consent of an assembly 
of the senate prelates and nobility, I gave order for a search into the 
convents churches and private houses, and the seizure of the gold 
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jewels and silver that might be found in them. These the King took 
by way of loan, certificates being given in order to inpayment, 
whenever it was possible. The money this search produced has 
hitherto served to pay the troops and defray other the most necessary 
expenses for the King's service. Of this there is now none remaining. 
And the J esuits, though they have on this score received a letter of 
thanks from liis Excellency the Count Viceroy in the name of his 
Majesty, have failed of the promise they made of contributing 40,000 
Xeraphins, out of their great capital in Bombay. I cannot compel them 
to a contribution of the said sum, as they are now within the jurisdiction 
of the Government of your Excellency. This difficulty, joined to the 
pressing necessity there is of money to pay the troops and the necessary 
expense for fitting and preparing vessels of war, oblige me to have 
recourse to your Excellency, reminding withal that on my retreat 
from Bassein 1 could neither pass down to Goa through the lateness of 
the season, nor to any other place of this Province, for want of victuals 
and other necessaries in them for the support of the troops under my 
command. I sought shelter here, presuming from many concurring 
reasons to find on this island a favourable protection from your 
Excellency and the Honourable Company, and likewise expecting 
recovery of tbe abovementioned loan as promised by the Jesuits with 
the help of which our expenses might be defrayed for the four months 
that remain, till some provision may be made from Goa. Even in this 
there will be no small difficulty, Goa, as your Excellency woll knows, 
being greatly straitened and exhausted by the late treaty of peace. 

On these considerations T hope from the good disposition of your 
Excellency, and that weighing the justice of my reasons, you will please 
to apply proper measures for obliging the Jesuits to contribute without 
delay the loan which they promised of 40,000 Xeraphins. As 
vassals of the state they are in duty bound to concur with the rest in 
these urgent necessities. And if these troops were in any place of 
our jurisdiction, I could obtain from the merchants a supply of all 
necessaries for their subsistence till money could be raised to pay them, 
an arrangement which in tins island is in no sort practicable. For tins 
consideration your Excellency ought not to permit that the said troops, 
being under the jurisdiction of your Government, should, for want of pay, 
be reduced to so miserable a state as not only to disband and seek other 
recourse, but to put themselves on the terms of taking some desperate 
resolution the consequences of which might be very prejudicial to his 
Portuguese Majesty. At the same time it would give me the deepest 
concern to see them suffer, with the vexation of having no means to assist 
them for want of money and credit upon this island to supply their wants, 
my reputation and credit not being a little concerned in this important 
matter, being obliged to give an account of thorn to his Excellency the 
Count Viceroy. I wait for your necessary determination in this affair, 
and wish for many occasions to serve and oblige your Excellency. 1 

At a Consultation of 6th July 1739 was read the President’s answer, 
dated Bombay Castle the 30th June 1739 O. S., to the Commandant of 
the North: I received your favour of the 27th June (9th July N. S.) 
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and likewise the enclosed letter of the Jesuits on which you ground 
your dispute with them. The whole matter has been deliberated upon 
in Council with due attention, and to see if any expedient could be 
found to give you entire satisfaction, which my own inclination leads 
me to procure you in every thing within my power. However in this 
case I am obliged to reply to you that according to the constitution of 
our laws and Government (which yourself must be acquainted with) no 
other ways can be used with these Jesuits who have taken refuge under 
the protection of our Crown, but those of persuasion and advice, which 
failing, as in effect they have failed, the abovementioned considerations 
together with the regard due to national protection hinder me from the 
pursuance of this affair with the Jesuits by other means. To this I 
hope you will not take exception, as you will do me the justice to 
believe that 1 shall always be desirous of serving yourself in 
particular and favouring the interests of the Portuguese nation in 
everything that depends upon my Government and is not out of my 
power as this is. With this I return you enclosed the said letter of 
the Jesuits. If they have failed in their promise or civil obligation as 
loyal subjects, I do not doubt but on their return under the jurisdiction 
of your nation, to whom alone belongs to judge in this matter, 
justice will take its due eourse, as for the above declared reasons this 
Government has no authority to interfere. 1 

The 8th July the President communicates the following reply from 
Caitan d’ Souza Pereira Commandant of the North, dated Bombay 
the 3rd July 1739: I received your Excellency's most esteemed 
letter of the 30th June in which I observe what you are pleased 
to say with respect to the matters proposed in mine. To this I 
am in tho necessity of replying, that the policy of a Government 
belonging to the most sorene Crown of England (considering the 
friendship subsisting betwixt our- two nations) as well as the respect 
owing to all national protections, is the most forcible reason why your 
Excellency and Council and the Honourable Company should, in such 
extreme necessity as tho present, attend to the preservation and sub¬ 
sistence of the King's troops. These under the protection of your 
Excellency's Government are now on this island in want of all the 
means of sustenance, having already consumed the little; gold and 
silver that remained in the churches convents and private houses in 
Bassein, and the agent of his most serene Majesty of Portugal not 
having any supply left wherewith to furnish the requisite charges. 

In the above declared circumstances I have again recourse to your 
Excellency, hoping that by all possible ways and means you will concur 
to the making- a loan to the state of Bs. 30,000 to serve for the 
subsistence of the troops, fitting of vessels, and other indispensable 
necessary expenses. Having no better security to give for the said 
loan, I convened the officers of my council, and agreed by act thereof 
to oblige the Factor and Padre, administrators of Bassein, to remain 
on this island as pledges till full repayment Ire mado by the Court of 
Goa of the whole sum. As either ox these persons is bound to give 
account of receipts and issues to a very considerable amount, I am 
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persuaded that the loan will he made good without delay that they 
may be forthcoming at the said court of Goa. Seeing the generous 
disposition of your Excellency voluntarily and liberally contributed 
such copious sums in charity to the poor widows who took refuge on 
this island after the unfortunate retreat from the city of Bassein, 
besides assisting all those who are in distress and have recourse to your 
Excellency, it does not seem just that the troops of his most serene 
Majesty of Portugal should experience a less degree of patronage 
from your Excellency’ bounty. In ease all these reasons are not of 
weight enough to gain due effect, as I luive no other means for the 
preservation of the King’s troops, l deliver them to your Excellency and 
Council, as you shall lie answerable to his most serene Majesty of 
Great Britain for the damage and prejudice that from the ruin of 
these troops may result to the state and service of my sovereign. Or 
your Excellency will give me leave to pass with them to the island 
of Karanja or Salsette, seeing it will be better that I witli the 
Portuguese officers arid soldiers die in fight with the enemy of our 
faith and nation, than expire under the terrible torment of hunger. 1 2 

After debate, the President remarks tliat the substance of the above 
letter being to borrow money for the immediate subsistence of tbo 
Portuguese troops, with a tender of the lies! security they had for the 
present to give, he had discoursed with the agent for the King of 
Portugal about the sum that might bo precisely necessary for this end. 
Upon the closest calculation this could not well bo less than Rs. 4000 a 
month for the support of seven to eight hundred men, including officers 
of distinction. This delay cannot now last longer than three or four 
mouths before an opportunity offers and the season answers for the 
transport of these people to some place under the Portuguese jurisdiction. 
As in such circumstances this Government could not liave justified the 
refusal of a retreat to the subjects of a European Prince in alliance 
with our Sovereign, it cannot be matter of dispute whether we should 
supply them with the necessaries of life, of which they arc in want 
during their stay on the place. Tt is therefore proposed that a sum not 
exceeding Rs. 4000 be issued monthly out of the treasury to the order 
of the Portuguese agent, upon the security mentioned in the General’s 
letter. To this the Council unanimously agreed, adding : It is here to 
be noted that through the sudden surrender of the city of Bassein, the 
loan to the Portuguese approved in our Consultation of the 17 th August 
last (1738) was never made. 3 

The 7th August 1739 read the translate of a letter from tho 
Commandant of the North to the President, requesting the advance at 
one payment of the loan agreed to in our Consultation of the 6th July 
last for the three months of residence in Bombay presumed to be for 
August September and October, with a further sum for the repairs of 
the vessels belonging to them, and necessary to carry him and troops 
off the shore to some place of retreat within the Portuguese jurisdiction. 
After debate considering that though the permission and leave given 
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to the Portuguese to retreat hither after the surrender at Bassein, was a 
step that could not lie avoided without a breach of national regards, it 
proved to be attended with some ill consequences both to the tran¬ 
quillity of the place from their unruly mutineering soldiery, and by 
engaging us in loans of money for their immediate subsistence, as then- 
quick departure and thereby ridding the place of the load of their 
maintenance and other troubles depends on our advancing this sum 
now requested : Resolved, if sufficient security for their speedy depar¬ 
ture is obtained, that Rs. 12,000 he issued and advanced in full of the 
intended loan of Rs. 4000 monthly for the three ensuing months. Also 
that a sum not exceeding Rs. 2000 be allowed for refitting the vessels 
to carry them off the shore, and sueli supplies of stores as may serve 
for their defence •, the management to be entrusted to the President, on 
the same security as before accepted. 1 2 

The 2Sth September 17.‘59 read letter from the Commandant of the 
North to the President, dated Bombay 21st September: Last Thurs¬ 
day, on my ordering a company designed for garrison to go on hoard 
a grab that lay ready, they made great objections on account of their 
not being paid tlieir arrears for one quarter or three months. To 
oblige them to embark, I was forced to interpose my authority, and go 
myself on board with them. As those that remain behind make the 
same clamour, I convened my Council, and on enquiry of the Factor it 
appeared there was no money left of the loan he had received of the 
Honourable Company, all being- disbursed in the ordinary payment of 
the troops. Having regard to the importance of the matter, I, with 
my said Council, waited upon your Excellency to request the loan of 
K,s. 10,000 to supply the aforesaid demand, and provide some neces¬ 
saries to go from this place to the assistance of some soldiers that are 
sick. As on the. part of your Excellency certain circumstances were 
represented in opposal to the grant of the sum requested, I assembled 
the officers ordering them to lay before the soldiery the state of our 
affairs. Thereby the soldiery were reduced to be satisfied with the 
payment of a half quarterage, for which and other necessaries the sum 
of Rs, 7000 is indispensably wanted. This I desire your Excellency 
will please to lend, considering the condition the soldiers must otherwise 
go in, without pay, to enter upon any action, and the prejudicial conse¬ 
quences that may arise to the King’s service, if before they embark 
they are not paid at least one-half of their quarterage. Besides obliging 
my Council to the payment of the said sum, I promise your Excellency 
that out of the first money that comes from Goa, the whole amount of 
what lias been lent by the Honourable Company sliall be paid, or 1 will 
give your Excellency a pledge equal to the said loan. 11 After debate 
tire President observes the unreasonable and growing demands of these 
people. Notwithstanding an urgent expostulation against this method 
of proceeding with the General himself and the King’s agent, he 
found it impossible to procure the retreat of the Portuguese troops, 
without ;either proceeding to violent measures, or at ouee cutting off 
all pretences for their longer stay by a compliance in part with this 
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unreasonable request. Being very unwilling to embroil matters for a 
small sum, he had at last prevailed on the General to make the Ixist 
shift he could to satisfy his men with about Rs. 3000 for less tlian 
which it appeared impracticable to get rid of them by fair means. lie 
therefore proposed to the Board to consent to this last trial, the necessity 
of which seemed evident. The same was unanimously agreed to. 1 

The 9th October 1739 read letter from the Commandant of the 
North, dated Chaul the 6tli October : Advising liis safe arrival and 
amply acknowledging the favour and protection shown to the troops 
and subjects of his Portuguese Majesty. Stating on his arrival at 
Chaul he had made dispositions to attack Manaji Augria who besieged 
it and had thought proper to offer him terms of peace, to which the 
situation of affairs and a desire of obeying his Excellency’s orders for 
repairing to Goa with the troops under his command had obliged him 
to eondeseend. He requests that conveyances be sent him from hence 
to Chaul, for the transport of some men designed for reinforcing 
Daman. Debating on this last request, the Board is of opinion that 
our giving such a convoy as is desired up to Daman would alarm the 
jealousy of our now neighbours, and afford them matter of Complaint 
which ought by all means if possible to be avoided. Agreed therefore 
that a civil answer be returned, expressing that the occasions of this 
presidency for its vessels are such as that they cannot he spared on 
other servieo. But on the first expedition of a convoy to our trade 
up to Surat, they may embrace the benefit of it. for the safe transport 
of their intended succours to Daman. 2 

Meanw hile during the rains care was taken to cultivate good relations 
with Manaji Angria. The (ith July 1739 the President acquaints the 
Board that iu pursuance of the step resolved upon in Council of the 7th 
May last, of withdrawing our vessels from the mouth of Pen river, in the 
hopes of bringing on some overtures of a friendly accommodation with 
M6naji Augria, and likewise as set forth in our Consultation of the 1st 
May, by our release of a vessel directly bound to his port, Manaji 
Augria had sent over deputies with authority to make proposals, and 
treat of terms of agreement, Aflcr several conferences had fully settled 
every point in dispute, and the terms were ready to be ratified on each 
side, Manriji’s deputies of a sudden unexpectedly flew away from all the 
articles they had agreed to, and without assigning any reason broke 
off the treaty abruptly and took their leave to return to their master. 
For this unaccountable behaviour the President can assign no other 
motive than some underhand management of the Marathas who might bo 
jealous of any union that they thought would tend to oppose their 
apparent and avowed scheme of getting the whole dominion of this 
coast into their hands. And Manfiji, although frequently warned of 
the chain he is preparing for himself by an implicit obedience to them, 
has hitherto openly abetted and assisted that growing power without 
any care or security for his own interest and independence. 3 
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The 27th July the President acquaints the Board of advice that 
Mfindji Angria has proceeded so far towards an open rupture as to 
seize and detain at Revani (Revas) four boats with the people sent from 
hence to Nagothna, where they were to receive an equivalent in batty 
for the same quantity as was taken out of a batelu freighted by the 
Chief and Factors at Surat on account of the Honourable Company, 
by the Maratha crnizers oil Arndla (about ten miles north of Bassoin) 
as may l>e seen in the Consultation of the 19th March 1739. That he 
insists as the four boats had not his leave or safe conduct to pass that 
way, he will not deliver them up until his galivats and boats shall be 
returned him, which were in the action at Karanja taken and brought 
away by Captain James Inehbird. This he alleges although an article 
of the treaty provided that the Karanja boats should be returned to 
him, on his paying the sum of Rs. 7000, being a most moderate 
computation of the damages and demands of this Government since his 
last rupture. Upon the whole it is the opinion of this Board that there 
is no further trust or dependence to be placed in one who has given 
such repeated proofs of perfidy and disregard to all obligations and 
engagements. That this last step of his in the detention of our boats, 
which he effected not only without the least management or regard 
for us, but for the Maritha government, as the teats were hound 
thither on an express order of theirs, is an evident mark of his ill 
intentions. That for the present having no opportunity for any 
attempt to bring him to reason by forcible means, and to prevent the 
immediate inconveniences which might be expected from a total rupture, 
such as stopping our communication with bis rivers, which is yet left 
open to the small trading boats, we take no notice of this incident, as 
writing has teen ever found ineffectual, and in the meantime keep a 
watchful eye over his motions, until occasion offers for seeking a proper 
satisfaction in this matter one way or other. 1 

At the close of the rains (E6th October) the President acquaints the 
Board that on receiving intelligence of a grab of Manfiji Augria’s being 
designed to push out of Kolfiba for Maskat, he had ordered out the 
Victoria iu the morning in hopes to intercept her, by way of reprisal 
for the several hostilities and robberies exercised on our subjects. Of 
this action the Board approve. 3 

On the 1st Novemter the Bombay Government addressed Mr. Rigby 
Superintendent of Marine : Thu President had on advice of a vessel of 
Mdnaji Augria's being to sail out of KolAba, despatched the Victoria 
out in order to intercept her; but on receipt of yours, directions were 
immediately given to rceall and lit her instantly for proceeding down to 
join the squadron under your command, agreeable to your proposal. 3 

The same evening (November 1 st) part of Sambhrji Angriu/s fleet 
were seen off Bombay by the Carolina and Prince of Walex stationed 
off the port, who immediately came in noth the notice. The Council 
ordered the Prince of Wales, Carolina, and Neptune’s Prize, to join the 


* J] 0m - G °v. Consultation, 27th July 1739, Pub. Diary 12 of 1738-39, 290-291. 

, " 0m - Gov, Consultation, 20th Oot. 1739, Tub. Diary 12 of 1738-39, 408. 

Bombay Government to Mr. W. Charles Kigliy Superintendent of Marine 
Bombay dated Bombay Castle 1st Nov. 1739, Bub. Diary 12 of 173S-39, 421. 
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Victoria and Rose galley, and accompany them down to Rdjdpur, 
making a stretch to the westward, in hopes of meeting with Angria's 
vessels. On the junction of the Meet at Rajapur, the Prince of Wales 
Carolina and Neptune's Prize being a sufficient strength in case of 
meeting the enemy were to return to their stations off Bombay. 
Accordingly they all sailed the night of this day, the Rose being bound 
to Telliclierry. 1 

On the 6th November Manaji Angria hoisted Iris flag on the island of 
Elephanta about half a mile distance from Butcher's Island, having 
taken possession of the same some days before, and fortified it with a 
redoubt by the water-side and a small fort built on the highest hill of 
the two of which the island is constituted.' 2 * 

The 14th November 1739 the President lays before the Board a 
piece of advice received from good liands, importing that the Mara tints 
intended to attempt a descent at Mdhira. For this purpose they were 
assembling about fifteen thousand foot near the hills of Gontara 
(Gumtara), Mauli (Mahuli), Karavi (Khdrbhao) and Tungar and in 
another part of the country near Baeumallangah (B.iva Malangad) 
ten thousand horse. When all was ready the foot were to pass one 
night in galivats from the Serra Cortada to Sdlsette and thence to 
the pagoda at Canarali (Kiinhcri) on Sdlsette, and there encamp till the 
liorse should join them by land. They would then attempt to force a 
descent on Bombay in the manner they did at Thana, though it should 
be with the loss of ten or twelve thousand men. That Chimnaji was 
not in Poona, but was coming down to the seaside. For the truth of 
all this the President says he will vouch no further than that extra¬ 
ordinary preparations are certainly on foot, but it is uncertain whether 
they are directed against the remains of the Portuguese possessions or 
against Bombay. At all events, till these peoples' views or designs are 
known, we ought not to part with any of our strength or forces. He 
therefore proposes detaining the Europe ship and northern convoy one 
spring longer. Some of the members moving for the recall of our southern 
fleet the President acquaints the Board, with recommendation of secrecy, 
that Mr. Rigby had by an express boat wrote him a private letter with 
intimation that he proposed going down with the Rose galley as low as 
Telliclierry, as he heard a part of Angria’s Meet was to the southward, 
and that there he should get intelligence of the Dutch movements this 
season, and whether they had any design on foot against Angria. In 
these circumstances as it was probable our orders might not reach him 
in time, it was necessary to detain the vessels before proposed. To this 
the Board accordingly agrees. 8 

The 15th November 1739 the following disposition of our vessels 
was made to prevent any attempt or descent upon our island. The 
Trial sloop, the Dolphin and twelve of the lesser galivats were ordered 
to cruize between Cross Island and Mauli point (Maliul west of Troinbay) 
and the Prince of Wales, Neptune’s Prize , and Sallamander bomb 
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ketches were sent to lie off the Breach, and guard the coast thence to 
the mot,ith of Mahim river. 1 II 

The 30th November 1739 the following further disposition of vessels 
was made for securing that island : The Robert galley and Adventure 
grab merchant vessels with the Neptune'# l J rhr. were stationed off the 
port and in the hays, and the Emelia sloop was ordered up the river to 
strengthen the guard, 2 

The day previous (20tli November 1739) the President communicated 
to the Board two letters from the Viceroy of Goa. On these the 
following resolution was passed: After deliberation it appears to this 
Board that the proposal therein made of the capitulations for the 
surrender of Chaul being left to our discretion and management, and 
the brass artillery to be appropriated to the payment of the Portu¬ 
guese debt to our Honourable Masters might have produced a very 
good effect, besides ensuring so large a sum in the best manner now 
attainable, bad the Viceroy ieft it in our cboiee to treat with Brfjirdv 
upon the cession of Chaul, a place which we know ho long has had 
an eye upon, and which must sooner or later fall into his hands, 
since it is evident the Portuguese are now thoroughly disabused of 
the hope of any timely succour from Portugal. Further, his letter 
distinguishes in such a maimer betwixt the Shiihtt ltaja and Bajirav as 
might on our undertaking to treat with Bajirav give the Viceroy a 
pretext hereafter to disavow our measures and procedure therein. We 
are sensible that as matters are circumstanced, treating with the Rhaliu 
Raja directly would be to no purpose, since Bajirav’s power is so firmly 
established that such a step would give him a jealousy tliat we are 
aiming at subverting his interest. On the other hand the tender to 
him of a. place of such strength and importance will he the strongest 
proof of the reality of our assurances that we have no ambition of 
extending our possession, or placing garrisons in his country. We hope 
this measure may produce a further confidence and good disposition in 
the Mar;i( Inis towards us or at the least leave them no pretence for mis¬ 
trust- or complaint. It is true the annexing so strong a place to the 
Mar m tints will greatly increase their power. Still it is better they should 
owe the obligation to us than to let it fall into the possession of Mftnrfji 
Angria with whom no measures can he taken, or of the Sidi who we 
know is not in a condition to defend it. Agreed that an express boat 
be instantly despatched to the Viceroy with a letter from the President, 
setting forth the necessity of treating with Bajirav or Chiinuaji for the 
surrender of Chaul and requesting an immediate reply engaging mean¬ 
while that the secret required in this affair will he duly kept. s 

The I 1th December 1739 the President acquaints the Board that 
the express boat despatched to the Viceroy of Goa with a letter agreeable 
to our resolution in Council of the 29th ultimo is returned with an 
answer, wherein the disposal of Chaul is left to us without reserve. 
Agreed that we accept of this procuration and assignment of the brass 


I Com. Gov. Consultation, 15th Nov. 1739, Pub. Diary 12 of 1738-39, 450-451. 

- Bom. Gov. Consultation, 30th Nov. 1739, Pub. Diary 12 of 1738-39, 491. 

II Bom. Gov. Consultation, L'9th Nov, 1739, Pub. Diary 12 of 1738-39, 180-481. 
Purreat’s Maritha ferics, I. i’t, I. 57. 
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artillery and proceed on our first scheme of tendering the fort to the 
Mardth£s and endeavouring to make a merit to them of this preference, 
since they* will see it is evidently in our hands to keep it ourselves or 
choose a possessor for it. Meanwhile Captain lnehbird to he appointed 
to treat with Bajirav or Chimnfiji, carrying with him proper credentials 
and the following instructions (13th December) from the President: 1 
Herewith you will receive translates of the Viceroy’s letters to me by 
which you will observe that the two forts of Chaul and VIoro are left 
entirely to my disposal. These letters will likewise serve you for your 
guidance in the treaty which 1 now trust to your conduct and management 
to carry on in regard to the delivery of these places to theManitha govern¬ 
ment. You are as far as practicable to secure the issue desired in these 
letters. At the same time you are to make with the Maratlias all the 
merit you can of the preference given to them over the Sidis Angrihs or 
other possible possessors. Y ou are likewise to remark to them that we 
cannot give a greater proof of the sincerity of our assurances of friendship 
than putting into their hands so strong an hold and so fine a sea-port, 
which must prove that we have no views of extending our dominions, 
or seeking to establish new fortresses in their country since we volun¬ 
tarily and manifestly part with so fair an occasion. As it is not un¬ 
likely they may affect to undervalue this offer ou the presumption that 
the place must sooner or later fall into their hands ; you will naturally 
reply that in whatever hands those forts came, their natural strength 
and advantageous situation would make them so great an accession to 
the power in possession, that it would cost any one else the expense of 
much blood and treasure to wrest them out of it. All this, with the 
hazard of the event, is now plainly saved to them by this mediation of 
ours, and our warranting the delivery of the fortifications to them. For 
this service we insist upon nothing for ourselves but the confirmation 
and linn establishment of our treaty of friendship and commerce, which 
is likewise an advantage to their own state, i would have you then 
use your best endeavours to gain for the Portuguese the most advan¬ 
tageous capitulation you can according to the tonour of their ow n pro¬ 
posals. If the Mar&thas will hearken to no terms of pacification, you must 
still take notice that you are to conclude for the delivery of the forts on 
the best or any conditions you mav obtain. The Sidis we know are not 
able to maintain possession of the forts, and (o let Manaji Angria seize 
them would only increase the power of a faithless treacherous pirate. 
Either such disposal would disoblige those more powerful neighbours 
and give them an handle of complaint without any benefit to ourselves, 
since we are determined against maintaining more country than we have 
at present. On the whole you have my full power to treat and ulti¬ 
mately conclude and ratify the treaty you shall transact with them in 
this matter, for as it will boar no delay or loss of time in writing back¬ 
ward and forward, yon are to put the last hand to it without further 
order from lienee. Adjust the means of delivery and return hither as 
soon as you have completed this affair. You herewith likewise receive 
my letters to Bajirav and Ohimmiji, for the delivery of which you are 
.to take care. 1 

1 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 11th Dec. 1739, l’ub. Diary 12 of 1738-31), !i02 - 503. For- 
rcut's Marn'tha Series, 1. Ft, I. G4, 

s l’ub. Diary 12 of 1738-39, 511 - 513. Forrest’s Marutlia Series, I. Ft. 1. <35■ (!(>. 
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The 2lst December 1739 the President acquaints the Board that tho 
Mar&thas had seized and detained fourteen of our It oli boats carried away 
from the fishing stakes with eighty-four men of the number of those 
refuged on our island upon the Maratha invasion of Sillsette, who had 
since voluntarily remained with us. Upon which as we are of opinion we 
have no means to seek satisfaction any other way, it is agreed that tho 
President write Captain Inehbird to make a suitable remonstrance to 
Chinmaji for this open insult. 1 

On the 2Gth March 1740 the President received intelligence that 
Sambhfiji Angria was making preparations of vessels and men with 
which it was reported that he designed to fall either upon Anjanvel 
Chaul or Kohiba, which last is esteemed the most probable. "Whereupon 
the Board instantly wrote a letter to the Chief and Factors at Surat by 
an express patamav advising them of the Board’s intention to detain the 
Neptune’s Prize to strengthen the marine force in Bombay and obstruct 
the enemy’s measures or designs against the coast: telling them not 
to depend on any reinforcements of the northern convoy from Bombay 
being otherwise sufficiently secure ; and especially recommending to 
them to secure the passage down of the Bombay timber boats as any 
disappointment in that article would he of very ill consequence. 2 

Four days later (30th March) the President addressed the following 
letter to Commodore Thomas Langworth : The intelligence we have 
received of Sambhaji Angria’s attempt to get Kolaba into his Lands, in 
person bringing up a force which he Lis actually landed, lms engaged us 
in order to defeat his designs to send what vessels we had in port manned 
and equipped under the direction and command of Captain J ames Inehbird, 
This is therefore to require you immediately to repair with the Prince 
of [Vales and Trial sloop to the assistance and reinforcement of the 
expedition before KoLba, proceeding to the command of the vessels 
employed therein according to your station, withall strenuously recom¬ 
mending to and enjoining you to consult and concert all measures with 
Captain Inehbird whose experience and knowledge of these people, 
their port, and other essentials, are of absolute necessity for the conduct 
and success of this expedition. We do not doubt of your co-operating 
with him for the common good and prosperity of the service and lie 
will communicate to you our instructions for your perusal and guid¬ 
ance. By the best intelligence we can get the enemy has fifty-eight 
galivats and two grabs, his number of troops uncertain, though we 
suppose he has brought up with him the choice of liis men on this enter- 
prize. To oppose whom we have sent what force we had in port with a 
bombardize and all necessaries. You are therefore to join and do your 
utmost with the whole foree under yon, to annoy offend and destroy 
the enemy and their vessels, using your best skill and art to come at 
them so as to burn sink or endamage them as much as possible. As 
Captain inehbird is charged with the negotiations of all concerns with 
the country governments, you are to wait his notifying to you that the 
matters committed to him admit of your coming away and proceeding 


1 Bom. flov. Consultation, 21st Dec, 1739, 1’ub. Diary 12 of 1738-39, 529. 
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hither, in which you are to conform yourself to Captain Inchbird’s 
intimation.and the necessity of the service. 1 2 * 

On the same day the President went in person on board the vessels 
designed for the expedition to Kolaba, as well to hasten the preparations 
as to animate the people and see that every thing was in order to 
proceed early the next morning.® 

Later on the same day the President acquaints the Board that this 
meeting is extraordinarily summoned to consider of the most efficacious 
measures to lie taken in the present, conjuncture, having yestcr evening 
received certain advice that Sambh.lji Augria was actually come up in 
person to the northward with two grabs and fifty-eight galivatf, which 
served for the transport of his men whilst another body of his troops 
marched overland through the skirts of the Sidi’s country who it seems 
allowed them free passage. Sambhrtji Angria was himself landed at 
Kolaba with his forces with little or no opposition, all the forts and 
strong places being surrendered to him in consequence of the private 
intelligence he had managed with Maniiji’s officers. Only Kolaba itself 
and one small out-fort depending on it, still held out for Manaji: But 
that Sambluiji having raised batteries against the place it was much to 
be feared that from the treachery of the besieged and their inclination to 
Sambhdji the place would soon fall into his power if Mnnaji’s hands 
were not immediately strengthened by succours from hence or from 
the Marathas. The President had thereupon without loss of time pro¬ 
visionally wrote Manaji an encouraging letter to give him hopes of 
relief from hence, since which he had received one in a very humble strain 
from Mdnftji acknowledging his past misconduct and praying immediate 
succours. And as our marine force is almost entirely out of port on 
other service, he had instantly at all events prepared the loans of the 
merchant vessels in port to be equipped out of hand on any expedition 
this Hoard may resolve upon on this occasion. s 

Consideration being had of Sambhaji’s present- attempt, the Board are 
of opinion that the success of it would Ixi attended with very ill conse¬ 
quences to Bombay in proportion to the great increase of power men 
revenues and vessels which would enable him to be so much a more 
mischievous neighbour than Manaji (allowing their inclinations to piracy 
and robbery to be equal); that it would oblige the Honourable Company 
to increase their marine force (t he expense of which is already intolerable) 
to secure in any measure the navigation of the coast or even our harbour 
itself from insults as well as provide for the other indispensable occasions 
of this Presidency. It is agreed therefore that all possible means be 
used towards frustrating the success of Sambhri ji's expedition. 4 

The 2nd April the President acquaints the Board that he lias certain 
advice that Sambhaji Anglia's coming up to Kolaba was in concert 
with some of Mdnaji's own officers, that he had accordingly got posses¬ 
sion of the fortress of Alibsg where he had established his head- 
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quarters, and would have infallibly got Koldba in his hands at the firs 
insult had not our fleet despatched out of port the 31st ultimo (March 
appeared in that critical juncture off Kolaba and revived the spirits o 
Mi'inriji’s party. 1 

The 3rd April arrived in Bombay harbour from Koblba three o: 
Manaji's galivats in quest of water for supplying the Kolaba garrison 
By whom received advices from the fleet that Saiubhujr’s two grabs m 
sight of our vessels had made off to the southward ; and his galivat: 
were hauled up a creek under cover of his guns where the water wai 
too shoal to admit of our vessels getting at them. r J hat Manaji expresset 
great joy at the coming of our succours; and Captain Tnchbird finding 
there could be nothing effectual done for him unless sending him i 
mortar ashore with a gunner and a few of the people, had complice 
with lu’s desire and that sundry shells had been thrown into the enemy’i 
fort and batteries with good success. 2 

The 5th April the President lays before the Board letters received 
from Captain Tnchbird, written in the hurry incident to his present 
situation and purporting that he had been obliged to supply Mfinrij 
Anglia with a mortar and that the bombardize (Mr. Joseph Smith) ant 
the gunner's mate (Mr. Waters) were both on shore to assist, in the 
management of their artillery. Commodore Langworth, with the 
division under his command, had on the 3rd instant (April) joined 
the fleet before Kolaba. That he was ill provided with certain 
intelligence of the Mardthas’ designs, and whether they proposed to 
assist Manaji or not, of which he wanted the speediest advice for Ins 
better guidance. That he had sent trusty people ashore to inspect the 
store of powder in his magazines, which appeared to he more than what 
one Malharji had told him, who was it seems disaffected to Mamiji's 
cause j that. Alenaji was, however, in want of many necessaries and 
money especially of which he had none ; I hat Sambhuji had undoubtedly 
a strong party for him within Koiaba, who would open tlio gates to him 
were it not for fear of Mi'mdji; that in the danger the place then was, 
it would he highly expedient to send a body of our sepoys to throw 
into it, and especially to help garrison a small out-fort called Sarga 
Truse (Sarju Buruj) a post of the utmost importance to the preserva¬ 
tion of Kolaba itself. 3 

The same day, 5th April, the Bombay (lovernment reply : The acces¬ 
sion of Kolfiba to Sambhaji Anglia, a faithless and declared enemy, would 
we think be attended with such ill consequences to the island that 
we are entirely for preventing this dangerous revolution. Since you 
write that a few men might be of service to defend the place, we now 
send you two hundred sepoys with their officers, with what stores and 
ammunition you write may he wanting ; the disposition of all which, 
together with the terms of their security, we leave entirely to you ; and 
as you may want a small sum of money for proper expenses we send you 
a supply of Ks, 100U. 

As to the fort of Sarga Truso (Sarja Buruj) the importance of which 


1 Boiu. Gov, Consultation, 2nd April 1740, Pub. Diary 18 of 1730-40, 144. 

2 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 3rd April 1740, Pub. Diary 13 of 1739-40, 149. 

3 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 5th April 1740, Tub. Diary 13 of 1739-40, .150. 
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you represent so strongly, we should not be against your throwing such 
men into it as may maintain it against tha enemy, but we are afraid of 
hazarding cither Mr. Smith, Mr. Waters, or indeed any Europeans 
even within Man;? ji’s power. Though if you think the place is so tenable 
and of such essential necessity to preserve with so small a garrison, you 
may take your measures at discretion for fortifying it with what people 
you can spare, getting from Manaji such security or hostages for the 
freedom of their persons as you shall think necessary. 1 

Next day, 6th April, received certain information that the Marathas 
had got together some forces with which they proposed seizing for them¬ 
selves Karanja and Eleplranta at present in Mauaji's possession. 
Chimnaji himself with TWjirdv’s son is marching with a body of men by 
land against Sambha ji Angria, who is encamped against Kolaba ; so that 
Ma'n;iji must he every way straightened. 3 

The same day the Prince of Wales galley came in from the fleet for 
water and provisions, and returned the same evening. No news, only 
the firing continues briskly on both sides. 3 

Next morning (7th April) descried from the fort a number of vessels 
belonging to the Marathtfs, standing from Salsette towards Karanja 
where they landed their men, and took possession of the fort with 
little or no resistance, so that they are now in possession of that whole 
island. 4 

The same Consultation continues: Captain Inehbird in a letter of 
the 6th April sent per boat writes to the President that the Marathds 
under Chiinnfiji’s command are coming down on the back of Sambhoji 
who will be iufallibly destroyed if he stands flic consequences, as his 
power and forces are so much inferior. At the same time, he adds, 
it is much to be feared that Chitnuri ji being so near Chaul with his army 
may think it a fair occasion to seize it immediately without waiting 
the delays and issues of a negotiation ; and the place is in a defenceless 
condition for want of men and money. Manaji Angria having received 
a reinforcement from Karanja declined admitting into Kolaba our 
sepoys sent for that purpose, so that Captain Inehbird is in doubt 
whether it wall be best to send them back or keep them. The Marathds 
have already taken a frontier place called Pali (in Blior State, six miles 
south-east of Nagothna) on their way to Alilrig, whore Sainbliiji is 
encamped and pretends to fortify/ 

Next day (8th April) the President received a letter from a com¬ 
manding officer of the Mar.tthis notifying his having taken possession 
of Karanja, and intending to do the like instantly by Elephanta. In 
conformity to which, he forthwith sent a few men who seized that island, 
finding no resistance from Manaji’w people, and set about demolishing 
a fort Mandji had built on one of the hills.' 5 
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The eam§ Consultation continues : Received advice from Kohil>a that 
the Mat’dtha army was actually arrived before the place, and the 
vanguard had a skirmish with Samblidji Anglia's people in which the 
Marathis had greatly the advantage. Sambhaji Angria finding his 
retreat in danger of being cut olf both by sea and laud has recourse to 
making overtures of peace to Munriji Angria, who finding the Mardthda 
under colour of assisting him had already seized Karan ja and Klephanta 
to their own use, and wore besides masters of some onl-forts that 
commanded a great part of his country, is now afraid of losing all, and 
is the readier to hearken to his brother's proposals, and forget in their 
present common distress the quarrel that is between them. Accord¬ 
ingly several of their relations and Brahmans keep open an intercourse 
betwixt the camp and Kolaba, and a treaty is set on foot, wherein it 
is proposed that Sambhaji Angria shall have frank passage from the 
fort of KoMba, and Mauri.ji Angria will connive at and. favour bis 
return but not admit him into the fort where lie dare not trust him. 1 

The arrangements for the transfer of Chanl to the Marrifhris contin¬ 
ued to receive attention. The 21st. April 1740 the Board read the follow¬ 
ing letter from the President to Captain James inchbird: After many 
delays and demurs the Viceroy has at length nominated and delegated 
his power to Don Francisco Baron de Gallenfells for the conduct and 
conclusion of the Cliaul treaty, who being- now arrived will proceed 
directly to Chimntiji in order to sot this negotiation on foot. In 
pursuance) of my engagement I now constitute and appoint you to 
proceed in company with the said Baron de Gallenfells to Chimnrfji, 
with whom he is to treat and conclude. You are to act on my part 
in the office of mediator, using your best endeavours to bring matters 
to the liest accommodation. At the same time to avoid any future 
inconveniences or reflections you are strictly to take notice that you 
are engaged no farther than such a friendly office requires, without 
warranting or becoming surety on either side. Any engagement of 
that sort on our part might exposo us to many ill consequences and 
after-reckonings. Simple mediation and attesting of transactions is 
all I would have you be concerned in. As you are already acquainted 
with the Marrithas 1 demands and the Viceroy's answer, it is needless to 
say more in the way of instruction than that you do your best to level 
and remove the difficulties and objections on either side. You will 
occasionally havo to impress on the Marathon that in this affair we give 
the greatest proof of the reality of our professions and views, which 
evidently aim at nothing more than a peaceable good understanding 
with the country' powers in order to carry on our trade and commerce. 
The protection of our trade is all that arms us or makes us desirous 
even of holding Bombay, without extending our dominion or gaining 
forts or settlements that might give them a jealousy', since they' cannot 
but confess that we had a fair opportunity' of getting Chaul for our¬ 
selves, had not those maxims we profess been against it." 

The 16th May 1740 tbo President lay's before the Board a letter 
received from Captain James Tnchbird acquainting the Board that, by 
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Captain Inehbir(Vs report and other concurrent advices, the Mar&thds 
are so jealous o£ Sambhaji’s power, and so many hostilities have already 
passed between them that they are bent upon reducing him and will in 
all probability attack him as soon as a proper season will allow, ChimnfSji 
having at present retreated with his forces up-country to secure his 
family interest and succession on Udjir&v's death. The Mardthds have 
likewise been very pressing to gain a declaration of our intention in case of 
their attacking Sambhilji Angria whether we will assist them with our 
ileet or not. The President therefore desires to know the opinion and 
resolution of this Hoard in such ease, that on application from the 
Maratha government, he may be furnished with a proper answer. 
On this, after consideration, the Hoard are unanimously of opinion tliat 
in our present situation and state of war with Sambhdji Angria and the 
little prospect there is of bringing him to any reasonable terms of peace, 
we cannot do better than embrace the Maratha party, and, so far as 
our forces will permit us, assist them in any expedition against 
Sambhaji, especially since no now charge would be incurred, as indepen¬ 
dently of this alliance the same force would be employed against this 
enemy. "We are sensible that such a discreet use may be made of this 
assistance, as at the same time to oblige these neighbours and bumble or 
weaken a resolute bold enemy. Meantime we may benelit by their 
enmity. It is certain we should have many ill consequences to dread 
from their union, and no good ones from our refusal to act in concert 
with the MavatMs against Angria. Agreed therefore that in case of 
the Marathas pressing us to join them against Sambhhji, u favourable 
answer be given by the President to their proposals, containing an 
assurance of a reasonable concurrence with them, as far as our situation 
and affairs will permit us. 1 

The 18th July 1740 the President acquainting the Hoard that 
Chimnaji lias applied to him very pressingly for his speeding the con¬ 
clusion of the affair of Cliaul, and that he proposes despatching Captain 
Inchbird up-country to him in company with Baron de Gallenfells to 
put the last baud to that negotiation on the plan and footing contained 
in his instructions of the 21st April last, the Hoard entirely approves. 
As it will he necessary to advance some money for defraying the 
charges of this expedition it is agreed tliat whereas there is no other 
provusion made by the Portuguese State, and that we are too far em¬ 
barked in the mediation of this affair to rid our hands of it, without 
affording the Mar;!tints a handle of complaint; that the same as far 
as absolutely requisite be advanced by us as a loan to the Portuguese 
State on the Viceroy’s engagement to see the Honourable Company 
repaid. It is to be hoped this will bo the last call upon us, and as the 
Honourable Company’s interest requires this additional trust, we 
presume they will not disapprove. 3 

The 16th September 1740 the President acquaints the Board that 
Captain Inchbird is now returned from the Mar&tha country in com¬ 
pany with tlie Portuguese deputy, bringing the following report: 
As the Marathus and Portuguese are unwilling to trust each other the 
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only expedient they could agree upon was for us in a neutral quality 
and as mediators to take provisionally possession of the forts of 
Chaul and Metro, with condition to deliver them to the Maratha 
power as soon as certain advices shall arrive of their having agreeable 
to articles entirely evacuated tlic Goa territories of Sdlsotte and 
Bardes. Captain Lnclibird, without engaging further than to represent 
this matter to the Government here, lias now left it open for us 
either to accept of this deposit or reject it. It is now recommended to 
the Hoard for their deliberation which is t he best part to pursue. Debat¬ 
ing thereon it is observed that many ill consequences may arise from 
our taking such a step as receiving immediately the charge of that 
place in respect especially to the Portuguese, whose government may 
probably Ire changed by this time and we slia.ll run a risk of their 
disavowing our procedure, and perhaps impute the blame of it to us. 
On the other hand, should we refuse to act in their behalf they would 
then reproach us with inconsistence with our promise to assist them in 
quality of mediators, and of indifference to their preservation. All 
sides of the question being duly weighed, it is the opinion of the Board 
that the best expedient to gain time, and secure the fullest authority 
for our intervention will be for the President to write the Viceroy to 
send him a full power, nay and a request to take charge of these forts, 
he supplying us with all the incident expenses. The letter to be con¬ 
ceived in the plainest and most managed terms for our security. 1 

The 4tli August 1740, the President thinks it necessary to acquaint 
the Board that lie has certain intelligence that Sambhbji Angria is prepar¬ 
ing and increasing bis sea force for some enterprise and that it behoves 
to take under serious consideration the state of our marine, 
and whether as it is it will he sufficient to watch the enemy’s motions 
aud answer all the exigencies and occasions the service Mill require after 
the opening of the season, until the arrival of the Commodore ship. 
Concerning which ho is advised l>y Captain Freeman and others that from 
the severity of the season at Home aud the great difficulty there is to 
procure men for their ship the Honourable Company will hardly he able 
to get theirs for this side out in time to reach this place before Decem¬ 
ber next (1740), and desires Captain .Freeman (who attends without) 
may bo called in aud examined as to his opinion aud the grounds 
for it. Captain Freeman being accordingly called in and interrogated, 
confirms the above declaration and withdraws. 

The President then sums up the number of vessels to be anyways 
depended upon. Those are the Hose galley, I 1 rin.ee of Wales, Neptune’s 
Prize , the new grab, the Salamander bomb ketch, the Trial and London 
sloops with the galivats. lie proposes the question to the Board, 
whether or not this force is sufficient without the Commodore ship 
both to watch the enemy's motions (whose increase of power and designs 
have lieen already noted) and to protect the trade in convoy to the north¬ 
ward and southward. The Board all agree that our present force is 
not sufficient, Mr. Geekie excepted, who gives his opinion that it is. 
The President then proposes that since the Montague’s demurrage 
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will not commence till the 17th November next (1710), she may bo 
kept in reinforcement of onr marine till the Commodore ship or some 
other arrives us to relieve her, which can be of no ill consequence or 
increased expense to the Honourable Company. And for the present 
she may be ordered up to Surat, thence to bring'down coffee and piece- 
goods for this Presidency, as with proper management she may he 
down time enough for any service she may be wanted for. This is 
agreed to , 1 

The Sth October 1740 this letter to the President was received 
from a messenger sent by Shu ha Riija: God preservo von in your 
Government of Bombay. After assuring you of my friendship, l am 
to inform you that on a disunion between the valiant Manaji Angria 
and Sambhaji, 1 was induced, on a know ledge bad of the former's merit, 
to preserve 1 dm in the possession of Kolaba, who acquaints me of the 
assistance and favours you have bestowed on him, and with which 1 
am extremely pleased. On the first advice given me of Sambhtjr’s late 
attempt against the other, I despatched m 3 ' secretary Jiv;i ji Khanderav, 
but on his arrival the said Sambhaji retired thence being struck wdth 
fear. Mnnilji is my faithful servant and therefore shall not want my 
protection, whether against Sambh-' ji or any other that may presume 
to molest him; and as )'Ou are his neighbour I hope you will continue 
to favour him on all occasions. Your sending me frequent letters will 
he always pleasing to me . 8 

The President answers to the Fhaltu Raja, sivlcd Maharrfja or the 
great king^, who values the honour of carrying- the Umbrella, 9th Octo¬ 
ber 1740: From the hands of j r our messenger 1 was honoured with 
your letter and vestment ; and beg yonr majesty will bo assured of my 
just sense of this token of your favour. As wc are situated so near 
youv dominions, in order to conduct our commerce with all possible 
justice, T thought it necessary on my arrival to despatch a gentleman to 
your presence for paying my respects, who did on bis return hither duly 
relate the civilities }'Oiir majesty showed him, and T hope we shall 
experience a continuance of the same. Sambhaji Angria persisting to 
disturb our navigation, as well as of others trading in these seas, we have 
been compelled to maintain a considerable force for protecting us against 
his attempts; ever being disposed on our parts to concert terms of 
friendship with him; but his well known perfidy has hitherto prevented 
a conclusion we so much desire. "When I arrived here, we had many 
of his people prisoners to whom liberty was granted with marks of 
courtesy exercised to them. Yot notwithstanding this, he now detains 
with severe treatment three Englishmen taken last year in a small 
grab. But as your majesty is his sovereign, and are pleased to honour 
us with your favour, 1 hope through your goodness to sec their release 
effected, which will lay us under a high obligation. It gives us great 
pleasure that your majesty approves of the aid we bestowed on Mdnaji 
Angria for preserving his fortresses against the attacks of Sambhaji; 
And we shall readily continue our friendship to Mdnaji provided he 
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will duly exercise the means towards rendering his country beneficial 
to his own people and others, by observing a strict justice, which we are 
assured will prove much move advantageous to him than cruizing on 
the fair traders, as he has hitherto done. N.B .—According to the 
custom of the country a note was put in the packet bag containing the 
alxmi letter to the following purport: The English Government begs 
the Serene Mdhlnija will accept of a statue of a cow and calf; also a 
clock with chimes aud several moving figures. 1 

The l()th October 1740 the President acquaints tiro Board with the 
arrival of a person from the Shahu linja (as noted in the Diary under 
the 5th instant) who brought a present of a ulrptin together with a 
letter from him, translate whereof is read, and whereto an answer had 
been prepared which is approved. 4 

The '27th October 1740 the President informs the Board that the 
Mavathas have lately seized four boats belonging to this island and 
actually furnished with our pass and colours ; that he had made appli¬ 
cation to the commanding officer at Arnala whore they had been carried, 
but had hitherto met with evasive answers aud pretexts to elude the 
claim. Even though the release of these boats should he effected, the 
Marathfis’ action showed how little their observance of treaties is to be 
depended upon. Some time since hi! had sent the Mardlhas the impression 
of a seal affixed to the passes so that they must have known the boat¬ 
men belonged to Bombay. That the whole Maratha proceedings show 
a proneness to dispenso with all engagements when not immediately 
subservient to their inclinations. As we have it not in our power to 
oppose them by force, it is indispensably necessary to proceed with the 
utmost caution, aud as far as possible prevent the evil designs which 
sooner or latev they may attqpipt to put more effectually in execution. 
The Board, duly considering this representation, and that frequent 
captures of trading boats will strike a terror and dis-spirit in the 
merehanls, the securing of whom calls for some regard, agree that 
a part of the marine force be constantly stationed on convoy between 
this port and Surat. With this object we direct the superintendent of 
the marine on their return to prepare the vessels now employed t# the 
northward to proceed back on that service. 3 

The difficulties in the way of the peaceable transfer of Chaul and 
Move from the Portuguese to the Marathas again occupy a leading 
place in the Consultations. The 14th October 1711) the President 
acquaints the Board lie had called tliis meeting to communicate a letter 
received yesterday from the Viceroy of Goa with an authentic instru¬ 
ment enclosed, expressing his full and clear declaration and request of 
our receiving the deposit of Chaul and Moro, under the terms prescribed 
in the treaty concluded between the Marathas and their commissary (as 
mentioned in Consultation the lGtli September last) his acceptance and 
ratification of which he has now returned. The President remarks that 
the Portuguese inability to supply the expense unavoidable on the occasion 
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of the delivery of Chaul, which hy a moderate computation must amount 
to Its. 8000, gives him the utmost concern. That indeed he should 
liave been averse to entering- into the present measure but from a con¬ 
viction of the benefit that may accrue to the Portuguese which depends 
on the preservation of those fortresses until the proper time for the 
cession. lie assures the Hoard he lias disbursed out of his own private 
fortune between eight and ten thousand rupees for that purpose. And 
usgcs as it is our national policy to assist the Portuguese and since on 
the issue of this negotiation rests their future quiet in India, the re¬ 
payment of the incidental charge whereof will be secured by the most 
valid writing from the Viceroy so as to avail at the Court of Portugal, 
he is willing to hope our Honourable Masters will not disapprove of 
our advancing the sum requisite for this service. Especially as, should 
the affair fail of being brought to the desired end, the result may 
subject us to many ill-consequences both from the Mavdthas as well as 
the Portuguese. In this opinion the Hoard concurs and agrees. 

A state of the military is then laid on the table, in order to appoint 
a garrison for the security of the Chaul fortifications, for which two 
hundred of our military with proper officers together with the Portu¬ 
guese now there are esteemed sufficient. As it is uncertain how this 
proposition may he treated by those in possession, who may show a 
disinclination to vacate the place, it behoves us to proceed with great 
circumspection. Therefore the President proposes instantly despatching 
Captain Inehbird to acquaint the Commandant Don Francisco Baron 
dc Gallenfells of the Resolution received from the Viceroy, and to be 
particularly informed by him (whose veracity we may rely on from 
his general good character) of the present disposition of the people, 
and whether they are willing to (give charge of the forts). Of all this 
Captain Inehbird is to forward immediate notice, we delaying further 
movement until its receipt. This precaution being judged highly 
necessary is approved and the following instructions for Captain Inch- 
bird are prepared 

As when you were at Poona the Marat has would not finish the long 
debated treaty with the Portuguese unless we absolutely assumed the 
charge of Chaul and More as a deposit until the fortress of Cocolem 
(Caneolim) and the village of Ansolna (Assolna in Goa Salsette) should 
he vacated and restored to tho Viceroy, we, on a willingness to assist 
his nation, did represent this matter to him at the same time 
assuring him of our readiness to comply with the part desired, 
provided ho would furnish us with a proper instrument in writing 
requesting our so doing. This being come we are now preparing 
some people to proceed on the service, but our numbers being small and 
having many services to employ them on, we are obliged to act with 
caution, lest unsnrmonntable difficulties might be thrown in our way. 
You are, therefore, to embark on the bomb ketch and repair to Chaul, 
where you are to deliver the Viceroy’s letter now given you as well as 
another from the President to Don Francisco Baron de Gallenfells 
the Commandant, and explicitly know from him whether the soldiers 
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and people now in charge of the garrison will without hesitation consent 
to our assuming the deposit of the place, and also assist willingly in 
its security until the proper notice comes from Goa, that the Marath-is 
having performed their parts we may surrender the fortresses so 
deposited with us unto the order of Balaji Bhjirdv agreeable to the 
articles stipulated and now in your possession.' 

The htli November 1740 .read the following letter from Captain 
.Tames Inclihird to the President, dated Chau] 4th November 1740 : 
Don Francisco discovers such a malignant spirit in the Padres, 
that he is apprehensive they are combining in some ill designs, and is 
afraid if not prevented they will put the city in flames. Sure, such 
unheard-of villains and inconsiderate men are hardly to he met 
with. 1 tell Don Francisco the consequences of such actions may be 
highly resented. And, as the Mardthis may not easily forgive 
such proceedings, they may probably return measure for measure j and 
what we are doing for the relief of the miserable state of the Por¬ 
tuguese may prove fatal, and involve ns in a labyrinth of trouble. 
This, and the means to prevent it, I pressed him timely to consider. 
Don Francisco says the only way is without loss of time to draw off 
the Portuguese garrison and to keep all preparations secret till the 
arrival of the vessels, when ho will have all his men ill readiness 
immediately to embark. When the Portuguese garrison embarks he 
advises me to placo guards in all the convents and oblige the Padres 
to withdraw and prevent fnrtlier mischief. He hints to me tliat Chaul 
may be in as bad a situation as Moro was. For lie reasonably ap¬ 
prehends evil results from the malignant spirit of the Padres, l ean 
plainly see the Don’s whole garrison look on themselves as little better 
than prisoners. As they have been long here starving and without 
pay, they are afraid they shall he forced hence to Goa or some other 
place with their families to end their lives in misery. This I believe 
at the hazard of their lives they would prevent. I urged the danger 
of delays, and that it would be proper he should write your Honour. 
To this he agreed and forwarded the accompanying letter. Should 
your Honour think it advisable to withdraw the Portuguese garrison, 
Don Francisco will want fifteen or sixteen sh thill's. Each of the thir¬ 
teen companies must have one for them and their families. The others 
Don Francisco will want for himself and the Captain of the place. 
Exclusive of the Portuguese the present garrison is three hundred of 
our troops, of whom T propose one hundred for Moro and two hundred 
for Chaul. At the same time, as it has already proved in the case of 
the Sidi, the main security from foreign attempts must he our 
dependence upon (lie Marathds. This confidence in them is great, but 
it cannot he avoided. At the foot of the Moro hill is a body of four 
hundred Mariitha scjioys and in a fort adjoining the limits of Chaul is 
another body of two hundred and fifty. If any attempts should be 
made against Chaul, we must permit the Martithas to remain in and 
defend the limits. This is ail that we shall expect from them. 
Should the Moro he attacked, wc shall he obliged to admit the 
Marathas to defend the lower towers, as our own people will he unable 
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to do move than defend the upper and main place. We daily expect 
the an-ival of tho body of men that Chimndji is to send to the camp 
of Saint John. I have written to Captain Walker, but humbly submit 
tho whole to your Honour's consideration. 1 

The accompanying letter from the Baron do Gallenfells, dated Chaul 
4th November 1740, was in the following terms: T am to inform 
yon that yesterday on burning tho principal altar belonging to tho 
Dominican Convent, where Captain Inelibird and 1 are quartered, the 
firo seized tho roof, and had presently consumed the whole, if the 
necessary assistance had been delayed. This accident (though unde¬ 
signed) greatly alarmed the officer appointed by Chinmaji Appa to 

take au account of the artillery and ammunitions.to bo delivered. 

As I am apprehensive what in this case happened by ill fortune may 
arise in another convent through malice, I am with all earnestness to 
request that you will please to transport my people with all expedition 
to Bombay and so prevent the many fatal consequences that may 
attend the state by the least delay. The three hundred men you have 
sent hither will be sufficient for its security at this time, as there is 
no room to expect that Sambhaji, Mfinaji Angria, or lire Sid is will 
make any attempts. Dor the transport of my people I shall want 
fifteen boats, which I beg may be hastened for tho reasons above 
recited, and so overcome this difficulty as you have done several others 
which were much greater. 2 

At the same Consultation after debate agreed : The ordy expedient 
to prevent further ill consequences is the immediate removal of the 
Portuguese garrison to Bombay. As so many impoverished people 
may incline to evil designs, they are not to be permitted to laud in 
Bombay with warlike arms ; and are to be quartered at the habitations 
designed for the weavers, with a proper body of our sepoys patrolling 
their quarters. To the unavoidable expense until they can be again sent 
away, we must submit. That tho JVf/itiin.t'.’s Prize be directed to 
proceed to Chaul to strengthen the place against any attempt. Her 
detachment and crew with the sloops now there will be a considerable 
reinforcement. As wc arc uncertain whether the /Ye/i/.iuie’s Prize can 
safely 1x3 carried into the Chaul river, we leave the issue of orders to 
Cajitain Inehbird.' 

On the 11th November 1740 the President wrote to tins Viceroy of 
Goa: On the 17th and the hist of October 1 had the honour to 
address you, copies whereof are now transmitted. 1 am truly con¬ 
cerned at so great a delay in receiving the expected advieeTor our quitting 
the fortresses of Chaul and More. Our continued keeping of these 
fortresses is unsupportable exposing us not only to heavy expense, 
but to tho absence of a considerable part of our forces and of the whole 
of our fleet. At the same time we are so excluded from any dependence 
on your })eople that all of them are withdrawn hither. It must he 
clear to your Excellency that in mere zeal for your service we assumed 
the holding of those places, always supposing that in ten or at most 
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in fifteen days we might resign them. As in this wc are unhappily 
disappointed, this boat is hastened express to convince you it will lie 
impossible for us to continue longer in Chaid than one month in all. .If 
through any default in the Mantthas the treaty you have made with 
them cannot be instantly ratified w r e beseech you will cause your own 
forces to repossess Chaul and Moro, otherwise their abandoning will be 
unavoidable, for your Excellency will nowise desire that we risk the 
concerns of our Employers by persisting in holding Chaul. 1 am 
moreover obliged to represent to you that according to the Company’s 
standing rules we cannot employ their money otherwise than for their 
own immediate and actual service; and although for assisting your 
state we have in some cases deviated from those so positive orders, yet 
your Excellency will not desire wc should increase our guilt and 
endanger our own proper fortunes which may probably be rendered 
liable to satisfy all loans so advanced without their permission. I 
therefore entreat your Excellency to provide for the support of your 
troops withdrawn from Chaul, and restore with all possible speed those 
sums we have issued for your service. 1 should not be thus pressing 
with your Excellency were the matter less important. After effecting 
the business he went for, SamLlriji Angria is returned from Siitfira. 
Ilie success at Sittara and the fact he is preparing to send his fleet this 
way, increases our uneasiness. 1 

'three weeks later (2nd December 1740) a Consultation contains 
the following entry: Received a letter from Captain James Inch bird 
with advice that the A1 aratlnis had given assurances their people should 
he down and receive possession of Chaul by Thursday. He therefore 
desires five shihars may he sent for conveying our people away, and 
a large boat for the baggage and remains of ammunition. To this 
a reply was instantly given expressing our satisfaction on the like- 
lihoood of getting clear of that troublesome trust: and the boats 
required were accordingly ordered. 2 

A week later (9th December) a Consultation records the successful 
issue of this troublesome trust: Captain Inchbird'returned from 
Chaul with all our people, having delivered that place to the persons 
appointed by the Marat Inis, to the entire satisfaction of both parties. 8 

The safety of Henery or fJndcri and the recovery of the Sidi’s out¬ 
standings are once moro prominent in the 1741 letters. A Consulta¬ 
tion of the 28th February 17 41 records : Certain it is this charge for 
defending Uuderi is productive of no advantage or utility to our 
Honourable Masters and only tends to increase the Sidi’s debt. As 
recalling our people must be first proposed to the governing Sidi and 
the withdrawing the cannon may possibly give some handle of disgust 
which from the intelligence wc have of a large body of the MoghaPs 
forces being oil their march against the Marftthifs and even advanced 
near these parts, wo cannot think it would be prudent to move therein 
at this juncture, though we shall watch a proper opportunity for 


1 Public Diary 13 of 1739-40, 397-398. 
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effecting it in future. 1 * Regarding this same subject the 3rd April 
1741 the President proposes, so soon as a vessel can he spared, to send 
Captain Samuel Walker to discuss this matter with the Sidis at 
Rrfjpuri and bring it about upon amicable terms. This the Board 
approved. 3 

, The 29th April 1741 The Honourable Air. Stephen Law, Governor 
and President, addressed Captain Walker: Though you have already 
instructions from myself and Council under the 28th instant touching 
your present deputation to the Sidis, yet T shall remark some necessary 
points. As it is proper you should carry a present to the head Sidi and Sidi 
Sambal his second, the subsequent things are provided to be given as 
you think most suitable ; two presents of fine gold ehints, value Its. 90, 
two chests of rosewater, two fuzzeos (fusees) value Rs.oO. What little 
gratuities may be necessary for the servants about the Sidis, you will 
bestow in the manner you esteem most consistent which must be left, 
to your discretion. The charge of defending Uuderi, including pay and 
provisions to onr men now there, amounts to nearest Rs. 1900 annual, 
which matter your instructions point out to yon. I think should the Sidis 
not consent to our withdrawing our guns, yet you should prevail on 
them to our having the granadoes and such like articles that are not proper 
to remain in their hands. By our present calculation the Skids debt (o 
the Company, which includes the value of the stores at Underi, amounts 
to nearest Rs. 40,000. In case they do agree to our possessing said 
stores, which we shall take at the value they were rated, then a consi¬ 
derable sum will be deducted. For the remainder they must be pressed 
to give us an assignment on the tankhn of Surat which is hinted to you 
in the instructions. There has been a rumour that the Sidis and 
Sambhaji have lately come to a good understanding with an intent to 
execute certain projects against Mrinaji Angria, the Mavalhas, or us. 
You must therefore endeavour to get at the reality of what has passed 
as it may be of service to us to know. Should the Sidis start the 
subject of our appearing as mediators between the Portuguese and 
Marathris'in the cession of Chaul, as you know this was a point wo 
could not withdraw from, without totally leaving the Portuguese 
remaining possessions to the extremest hazard, your own judgment will 
suggest the needful reply. 3 

Tho above instructions given by the President to Captain Walker are 
read to the Board aud meet with their approval. 1 

The 11th May 1741 CaptainS. Walker writes in reply : Iacquainted 
the Sidi with your Honour's orders to this garrison and the several 
posts round Bombay not to suffer any armed sepoys coming from tiro 
neighbouring powers to land upon this island ; that, however well assured 
your Honour was of their friendship to this place, you could not 
exempt their people from being subject to this order, which could not be 
done without the other neighbouring powers taking exception. Ho said 
he had received a letter some months ago from your Honour acquaint- 
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inu him with the order and regulation you had issued to be observed 
in future, with your reasons therefor. He said he was very glad that 
your Honour had made such regulations and that ho was well acquainted 
with the situation of Bombay. That it was a glace of trade where many 
people resort under the denomination of merchants from all pai'Ls of the 
continent; aud that it behoves the government of this place strictly to 
observe in future the regulation your Honour had made, and that for 
liis part lie was so far from taking it amiss that he was glad of it as it 
tended to the security of his friends. 1 2 3 4 

The 15th Alay on his return from his deputation to the Sidis Captain 
Samuel Walker delivers a report of his transactions which is read. 
On this the President informs the Board that in discourse with Captain 
Walker, learning the Sidis had consented to return ccrtaiu stores from 
Underi, as also the withdrawing our people, he immediately gave orders 
and appointed a vessel to convey them hither.* The linal settlement 
of the Sidi's outstandings was for some time delayed. At last in 
March 174:1 the Court of Directors write: The Suit's debt being at 
length likely' to he cleared is pleasing to us. The many delays obsta¬ 
cles and difficulties that eonstanly attend recovering money from .the 
country powers must warn you against making loans to them on any 
pretence whatever. 8 

The Marathits in Sdlsette, who as noted above in October 1740 
carried off certain Bombay fishing boats, were not long Ixjfore they 
again gave trouble: At a Consultation of the 12th Juno 1741 the 
President reminds the members of the frequent intimations ho has 
givon of Manftha insolence. Their conduct gave him great uneasiness. 
Constant attention and even on Fomc occasions the disbursing of 
small sums, liad hitherto kept, things tolerably quiet. Lately they 
had gone so far as to interfere in the process of the Bombay Courts of 
Justice though the cause of action arose on the spot a,nd the parties 
were inhabitants of the island. On this occasion Konddji Mankar, 
commanding on Stilsette,- appointed a person to discuss the question in 
dispute. When discussion was refused Kondtji's agent passed over to 
Mahirn with a body of armed attendants. In addition to this Konddji 
threatened to send orders for seizing all boats and effects belonging to 
our subjects at Kalyun. Submission to so gross an imposition will bring 
on us great discredit and in the end will prove an introduction to the 
Marathi s* still greater demands and insults. In this case it appeared 
most eligible through Captain Inchbird to expostulate with Koiula ji 
and endeavour to make him hearken to reason. If this fails and 
redress cannot otherwise l>e obtained, application to Poona will bo 
unavoidable. In this opinion tho Board aro unanimous.* 

A Consultation a fortnight later (2Ctli June 1741) approves the 
following letter of instructions to Captain Inchbird: 5 * Konddji Minkar 


1 Public Diary 14 ot 1740-41, 199.. 

2 Bum, Gov. Consultation, 15th May 1741, Pub. Diary 11 of 1740-41, 189. 
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the Marhtha governor of S;ilsotte, having as you well know treated us 
lately in a very unkind manner, myself and Council have thought it 
convenient that you do proceed to him for expostulating on the samo 
and endeavour to prevail on him that he may in consequence of the 
articles of friendship with the late Cliimn/iji Appa behave to us in away 
consistent with the amicable terms we have ever been careful to mai 11 - 
tain on our part and which we mean to observe in future. Some time 
since one Shankarbliat Brdhman, inhabitant of this island, having a 
dispute with Gamrmibai (Gangilhai?) widow, also resident here, relating 
to certain lands situate on this place, the cause came to a hearing before 
the Mayors Court. On a full discussion and examination the matter 
terminated in favour of Shankarbliat pursuant to the rules observed by the 
caste of Brahmans, who, we understand, were consulted on the occasion; 
Gangabai not lacing satisfied made complaint to Koiubtji Mitukar the 
governor of Thana. When Shankarbliat went that way on his proper 
business he was detained and after near two months compelled to assign 
the said Gangdbai one-half of the lands in dispute. On this Kondaji 
Mfinkar wrote me a short intimation that Shankarbliat from a know¬ 
ledge of the other’s right and moved by conscientious motives had given 
the same to Gangabiti voluntarily, desiring tliat she might accordingly 
enjoy it and be exempt from any trouble or molestation for having 
applied to him. As this matter so evidently tended to deprive us of the 
authority wc ought to maintain over our people, I evaded sending a 
positive reply intending that you should discourse with him personally 
how unjust, not to say insolent, it was in the Mav.-ltha government to 
assume the cognizance of what in no sense comes under their jurisdic¬ 
tion, and that we never will or can consent to allow them any such 
power. Tf Shankarhhat was of himself disposed to part with his own 
right, wo should not interfere. 

Again, lately, on some Europeans deserting, we made application to 
Kondiiji Mankav who was at last so kind as to permit their return. 
For that end by my ordes you did send over an officer and four sepoys 
to conduct back the deserters.* But under pretence that the said 
officer’s father owned money to a Maratha, he was arrested, detained 
several days, and in the end was not suffered to leave till he had paid 
Rs. 25. This was surely a most- absolute act in arresting our officer 
when on application made here we should readily have compelled him, as 
we have done others, to satisfy any just debt, provided the party had 
wherewith to that end. You must therefore endeavour to convince 
Mdnkar and others in authority that such incivilities are a manifest 
breach of the friendship we are desirous of cementing with them. 

Again, we are frequently troubled regarding the cession of slaves 
even although they may have been in captivity here for many years, 
and the ascertaining the right is so difficult that wc are sadly incom¬ 
moded by such demands. Seeing our agreement comprehending the 
delivery of slaves is but of two years’ standing its enforcement should 
be limited to such slaves as may have come here since that time. Yet 
in this in order to gratify the Marhthas wo have made groat advances 
paying money for slaves long since in dispute, merely because we would 
not appear slack in doing all that is possible for pleasing them. On the 
other hand we are unable to get auy slaves that have lately fled from 
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hence, as they are generally screened by the petty or superior officers, 
and in cases of debt even in the most obvious cases we hardly ever 
obtain any relief. 

In consequence of our solicitation the Mar a the s have long since con¬ 
sented that no people come over hither with arms as a different conduct 
might be prejudicial to our safety from the numbers that resort not 
only from the Mavfltha country but also from Mauaji Angina, the 
Sidis, dutch, Scindy, Cambay, Gogha, Surat, Persia, and elsewhere. In 
spite of this it happened lately that on MYuikar’s Parbhu taring 
prevented repairing hither with many armed men, Milnkar' so highly 
resented this as to threaten the stoppage of all our effects in Kaly4n 
and other parts. I must say this was a notable piece of arrogancy and 
hope when you come to lay this case before Ms nkar lie will be brought 
to consider he had no reason to be provoked. Though we cannot with¬ 
draw the cautions we exercise still if after previous notice, on any 
occasion lie is inclined to send over a person of weight with three or 
four armed men, we shall readily acquiesce. 

Though I have rep resented, the foregoing chief points yon are well 
aware of many others wherein we are ill treated. You must strive to 
convince them we are determined to maintain all our engagements, and if 
Mankar and others near us will not manifest the same desire on their 
part, we shall he under a necessity of remonstrating all their injuries 
to Poona for obtaining a duo redress, not at all doubting but we may 
prevail there as we have hitherto prevailed in matters of the like nature. 
Our island is evidently advantageous to their country, our trade bene¬ 
fiting the Marathas more than it benefits the Company. All impedi¬ 
ments and obstructions to our trade must prejudice themselves—a fact 
so plain as to require no argument. Custom has fixed the necessity 
of making some presents on visiting these jaiople. You may therefore 
carry with you a silver rosewater bottle, some flasks of rosewater, and 
a little fruit to lie given to Kondriji Mankar, governor of Salsettc, and 
the same for Gangiklhar Pant who command's in Thana Port. It' you 
think anything else more acceptable and it does not cost much, 1 leave it 
to you to do therein as you shall approve. I presume you will hold it 
convenient to retain your presents until you see what temper they are 
in and how far they arc disposed to regard our complaints. I wish 
you success in this deputation, 1 

The 27tli June 1741 Captain Tnehbird forwards the following 
account of his negotiations with Kondhji Miinkar: We had a long 
discourse in regard to slaves and matters of debt arising 1 Mi tween the 
Marathas and our people. I remonstrated how impracticable it would 
be for either them or us to decide matters begun long before the 
Mardthhs acquired the Portuguese dominions. At last this was 
admitted and promises were given that it should be considered a rule 
of conduct. 

As rogards the question of retinue they wove very pressing for us 
to allow that such oflieers belonging to them as may have occasion to 
come to Bombay on business should be permitted the attendance of ten 
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sepoys. After my representing- the inconvenience thereof as the same 
would be expected by Mtindji Augria the Sidis and others, they were 
contented that such officers should have no more than live aimed 
sepoys. 

When I set forth that while we are ready to gratify them in every 
thing within our power, the slaves which run hence arc not to be got 
and in other respects we are unkindly treated, they desired that all 
which is passed may lie forgot, and undertook that no further cause of 
complaint shall arise. 1 * 

The 10th July 1741 Captain James Inehbird returning some days 
since from his deputation to Kondfiji Mfinkar delivered the President 
a narrative of his proceedings, by which it appears, notwithstanding all 
that was urged, the Mardthas could not be brought to acquiesce in 
the order forbidding their oflicers passing to this island with an armed 
attendance. It was therefore necessary to allow an officer to come with 
five sepoys and the usual arms. This had accordingly been mutually 
stipulated. Ordered that the same be signified to the custom-masters 
of Bombay and Maliim for their guidance, and that it extend also to 
the Sidi and other neighbouring powers who undoubtedly will expect to 
be indulged in the like mark of distinction. 3 

Two months later (8th September 1741} the President observes 
that the Mardthas are in the habit of opening all letters coming to 
Bombay". This and other suspicious actions had its rise in jealousy con¬ 
ceived from some misrepresentations of the plan we should pursue if the 
expected Portuguese armament came this way. As our Honourable 
Masters have in their last commands approved the treaty entered into 
with the Mardthris and recommended the cultivation of their friendship, 
he had seriously considered whether it may not lx; highly expedient by 
a proper agent to represent the exact neutrality we design to preserve 
and the uprightness of our intentions. The Board being fully con¬ 
vinced of the justness of the proposal and Captain Inehbird being 
esteemed the most proper person to conduct such a deputation, the 
following instructions are ordered to be prepared. 5 

On the same day 8 th September 1741 the President writes a letter 
to Captain Inehbird, in which he says: The President has received 
certain notice that the recent Maratha practice of opening all our 
letters proceeded from their jealousies of our joining the Portuguese 
against them. This has its rise from letters from the Commanding 
Officer at Pundein (Panjim) near Ooa wherein it is expressly said that, 
our Honourable Masters had sent positive orders for us to join the 
Portuguese. That this has rendered the Marathas extremely suspicious 
of us and may produce some ill effect should we omit to use all the means 
in our‘power for removing their distrust. This is therefore to direct 
you, with all convenient speed, to repair to Tliana and there in our 
name to assure the commanding officers that by the last shipping the 
Honourable Company have approved the agreement made between us 
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and the late Chimndji Appa, and that we shall strictly and inviolably 
observe the same on our parts in every respect. Should the Portuguese 
make any attempts against them (of which intention wo are at present 
totally ignorant,) time will discover the reality of our professions. 
After performing the above at Thalia you must proceed to Bassein and 
make the very same declaration to the commander there and as he and 
the others have some confidence in yon, we believe yon will be able to 
convince them of our upright meaning. 1 

During 1741 efforts were made to establish friendly relations with 
Sambh.fi ji Angria. The 18th October (1741) the President received 
this letter from Samblviji: I have seen your letter. Observing the 
contents and what lias been signified to me by your messenger Amadji 
Korlia, a way has long l icon maintained between us, and it, is my desire 
that a peace ho established for the public welfare. I ought to have 
sent capable and intelligent people to you, but, as yours is so, I have 
told him what is necessary. If you are willing to adjust a ]icace, 
write me so by the persons 1 now send. Afterwards 1 shall appoint 
others versed in things to proceed to you, and then on your sending 
able men with your sealed agreement, each of us must observe the 
same. Yen desire the release of the people T have in prison which is 
of stuall importance; on your sending men hither, the prisoners may 
proceed with them. I sun willing to be in friendship with you, and, 
if God pleases, this will be effected. T leave Amadji Korlia to relate 
every thing. 1 Wait for your answer and desire your affection. 2 

On the 28th January 1742 the President observes to the Board that 
considering the situation of this island with respect to the several 
neighbouring governments the various and large numbers of people 
who continually resort hither, either on trade or otherwise furnishes 
cause of anxiety: Further even as regards those properly esteemed 
inhabitants we arc not sullicienlly acquainted cither witli'their character 
or their trustiness: Bearing in mind that it is the undoubted and 
fundamental maxim of all states to enforce such cautionary measures 
as may be best calculated for flic prevention of any designs whether 
attempted from open force or secret treachery, lie is induced to propose 
the following points for the consideration of the board as tending to 
greater safety and security. That as the llazdr Gate, where is a 
continual concourse of people either to or from the town, has at present 
only a few privates on duty under a sorjeant’s command, he apprehends 
it would be better, both in point of security as well as discipline, that 
an ensign he stationed in that post with two Serjeants two corporals 
and thirty private men, and that a proper apartment be provided for the 
accommodation of the officer. Further that for shutting the town 
gates hours should lie fixed namely for the Apollo and Church Gates at 
sunset and for the Bazar (fate within half an hour after sunset. That 
a largo bell be placed over the Bazar Gate to lx: rung about a quarter 
of an hour after sunset and to continue ringing a quarter of an hour when 
all the inhabitants living within the town are to repair home and those 
living without arc to go out lieforo the hell has done ringing, and that 
the signal may be still better heard the Fort and Church bell to ring 
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at the same time. That, as at present each gate has not a bell, until 
bells are provided a drum may begin beating at the time mentioned and 
continue a quarter of an hour. That such servants as live without the 
fort and are employed by gentlemen in the fort may have leave to go 
out by the Bazfi r Gate wicket or postern at any time till 94. That no 
housekeeper on any pretence presume to entertain any strangers after 
the hour fixed without previous leave being given by the President or 
in his absence by his second. Asa number of boats and vessels con¬ 
stantly lie in Moody’s Bay, that the people belonging to sucb vessels or 
boats do repair on board every evening before the gates are shut, 
except, with due permission, such ndkfm/hh- or others from foreign 
parts as may be confided in. In order to have an exact account of all 
inhabitants on this island Mr. Robert Rawdon and Captain Thomas 
Stoneham to be appointed to take a list of all housekeepers living 
within the walls; to examine into their characters, how long they have 
been inhabitants, wliat is their family, what arms or ammunition they 
may have, and also at the same time to enforce the prohibition of furnishing 
any offensive weapons or ammunition of war as ordered in Consultation 
of October 1740. That after the above list is perfected all of whose 
fidelity wc arc not thoroughly satisfied, bo compelled to live without the 
walls on a reasonable recompense being made for removal. And that 
with the assistance of the vereadorcs and other proper persons, Messrs. 
Charles Crommelin and George Sadlier do proceed on the like examina¬ 
tion with respect to those living in the districts of Mdhim, Sion, Ward, 
Parel, and other parts of the island distant from the town, and Mr. 
William Davis and Mr. Edward Say with respect to those districts which 
lie nearer as Dongri, Gregao (Girgaon), Malabfir Hill, and Apollo which 
are esteemed in the district of Bombay. 1 The space between the bandar 
and the marine yard, a large area in which are several open passages 
to the water side as well as back doors belonging to private houses which 
may afford opportunities to people to get off the island and sometimes 
clandestinely to bring goods ashore, lie proposes all be shut except the 
marine house and the old bandar. That the old bandar is to be shut 
precisely at 10 every night and that except by that passage after sunset 
no person be suffered to pass or repass without license. That with 
the view of rendering the streets more regular and uniform persons 
living within the town be required to state the nature of the houses 
they propose to erect, and that leave to build be refused until the 
applicant’s character lie ascertained, and that work lx* not allowed to 
begin till the engineer has lined out such house in a regular manner 
for bringing the streets into order. For this service the said engineer 
to be allowed if a tiled house Rs. 5, if a eajan house belonging to any 
in the Company’s service nothing, if to any one else Re. 1. It 
would also be highly proper to reserve vacant spaces within the walls 
for accommodating families of Europeans, topasses, sepoys, and the 
better sort of Christians, the gunroom lascars carpenters smiths 
sawyers and other handicrafts, as well as the most trusty of the Bhan- 
diris which on occasion may have to be brought within the fortification 
for its defence. 
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The Board being wail convinced how little faith can be had on 
our neighbours the Marathas, and that the security of the place must 
in a groat measure depend on a constant guard and great circumspec¬ 
tion, accord their unanimous approval to the above proposals. 
Directed the proposed rules be as soon as possible put into execution 
and a publication be immediately issued notifying the same to the in¬ 
habitants, 1 Four days later (February 1st) issued the above publica¬ 
tion by beat of drum and affixed the same at the usual public places. 2 

A Consultation of the next day (February 2nd) records : Several 
merchants attending and being admitted, they represent many incon¬ 
veniences that will follow the denying lodging to strangers within the 
town. The chief iueonvenience will be denying such a license to the 
Vanpinis or heads of caravans, for whom hitherto the brokers and 
merchants with whom they deal have provided proper lodging within 
the town. These Vanjarfis are inhabitants of the (-flint country, 
who in the fair season resort hither bringing considerable sums of 
money witli which they purchase largo quantities of goods, and then 
return up-country. The number at any time upon the island is very 
uncertain as they arc occasionally long delayed waiting the arrival of 
shipping. As the trade carried” on by those Yanjaras is beneficial to 
the island, we should be loath to give them any disgust. Wo therefore 
resolve that any Van]Ards who come directly to the house of any 
merchant or broker may he permitted to remain provided the person to 
whose house they resort make a report thereof immediately to the 
Governor and be auswerablc for their behaviour during their continu¬ 
ance on the island. To this the merchants readily acquiescing are 
ordered to withdraw. 3 

At a Consultation the 12th February 1742, a list of the several 
inhabitants living within the town taken by Messrs, llawdon and 
S t ouch am is laid upon the table. On this list the Board proceed to pass 
the following notice and orders : That it will be highly necessary to 
abstract the said list distinguishing the several castes and separating the 
old inhabitants from the new who have come since the commencement of 
the Sidis and Portuguese troubles. That to accommodate within the 
town such of the new comers as may desire it, Messrs, Edward Owen 
Robert Jiawdon and Thomas Stoneliam, with the assistance of the 
engineer, be appointed to allot vacant places, suitable to the abilities of 
every one inclined to build. And that they examine into the characters of 
all within the town and order those whose fidelity cannot be trusted 
to withdraw from the town, choosing others of good repute to take 
their places. To provide the necessary sites the Moody and others who 
have vacant ground must either themselves build on it or resign the 
same recovering a reasonable ground rent from the occupiers to be fixed 
by the forenamed gentlemen. At the same time a particular regard is to 
be had that the main streets have the best houses aud that any houses 
of very small value now standing on the main streets are removed for a 


1 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 28th Jan. 1742, Pub. Diary 15 of 1741-42, 46-50. For¬ 
rest's Home Scries, II, 76-77. 

2 Bom. Gov. Diary, 1st Fob, 1742, Pub. Diary 15 of 1741-42, 03. 

1 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 2nd Feb. 1742, Pub. Diary 15 of 1741-42,67-08. 



Materials.] 


AND ISLAND. 


251 


reasonable consideration to be paid by those wanting to erect good 
houses in their place. So far as may be without detriment to the 
public every sect or caste should be suffered to remain where it is most 
agreeable to them. Again in con sequence of the recent Resolution en¬ 
forcing the complete clearance of .‘500 yards round the town wall several 
houses within that line must be demolished or removed. Directed that 
Messrs. W. Sedgwicke Richard Saunders and George Scott be appointed 
a Committee to consider and determine how and where to accommodate 
those evicted, having a regard that Moors and the several sects of 
Gentus may dwell where it is most easy and agreeable to them in their 
respective qualities. In case there shall not be ground of the 
Company’s to receive them, that they prevail on the Jnzindurs or other 
landholders to receive all they can without great inconvenience, As the 
sites of certain miserable liabitations of bucket-makers, of tire I'kan'ts or 
sweeper caste at Dongri are likely to be useful to the trading Moors, 
the same may he appropriated for this purpose, proper satisfaction being 
given the bucket-makers for their compulsory removing. Ordered that 
the Secretary signify to the respective persons these our Resolutions 
and at the same time recommend the several points to their attention 
as conclusive to the general good of the place. 1 

The Lbth March 1742 the President acquaints the Board that having 
lately been to see the several houses erected by the inhabitants who 
have been obliged to remove their former houses for clearing round the 
town wall, he finds that to accommodate some it will be necessary to 
appropriate the spot now kept for the Company’s garden. It is 
farther thought a part of some private oarts will be required as well 
for the benefit of the people as to make the building uniform and 
regular. The Board agree and note that a proper place for a garden 
should hereafter be lived.* 

At a Consultation the 3rd August 1742, apparently in consequence of 
the Directors’ strictures on excessive expenditure connected witli the 
foriiticalions, the President notices the following items are still un¬ 
expended : Counterscarp wall from the Bazar Gate to the Church Gate, 
Rs. 17,350; Bridge at the Church Gate, Rs. 15(30; Wall along 
Moody Bay, Rs. 29,710; To removing 167 houses, Rs. 30,052. On this 
the President puts the question—Shall the whole bo finished ; if not the 
whole, what part ? To this the Board answer that as the ditch is now 
so far advanced tire counterscarp must bo finished, otherwise the earth 
will be continually falling in and filling the ditch, and that the work 
he pressed on so soon as the water in the ditch is sufficiently low. As 
regards the Moody Bay as the place is open and exposed to a descent from 
boats the wall seems a necessity. The members will themselves view 
the place that they may the better judge whether auy alteration can 
he made in the present design so as to answer the intent and at tlio 
same time lessen the cost. "With regard to the houses not yet removed 
without the town walls, the Board agree they shall remain as at 
present until Mr, "Wake’s arrival, the President adding he esteems 
their removal most important and not to be delayed for the reasons 
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stated when it was determined to remove both houses and trees. The 
President furtfter remarks that towards the end of the dry season tlio 
water in the town wells often fails. And as there is a large tank 
near the foot barracks and fronting the fort, it would seem to him 
proper to have the same closed in by a small wall to exclude cattle 
and keep the water sweet and clean. The expense lie apprehends 
will not be considerable. Directed that the land paymaster prepare a 
calculate of the expense and lay the same before us. J 

At a Consultation of the 27th August the Board consider tho 
estimate of Be. 432 for a wall from tho pay office to the tank house. 
After debate the Board apprehend the wall is unnecessary as the 
sentinel who is constantly on duty at tho pay office may be ordered 
to suffer no persons or cattle to come to tbe tank on that side, but 
direct them to go to tbe usual place. Directed that the first mentioned 
work (the counterscarp) be set about and completed as soon us possible, 3 

At a Consultation the 3rd December 1742 the President desires 
the Board will determine whether the remaining 137 houses valued at 
Rs. 36,052 within 300 yards of the town wall ought to be removed. 
On this it is agreed that as the answer of our Honourable Masters 
may be expected by the first ship from England, no resolution need 
be passed especially as no immediate necessity for the work is appre¬ 
hended. 5 

In this connection in a, letter dated tho 13th March 1743 the Court 
writes: We observe with satisfaction a stop was put on receipt of 
our orders by the Somerset to the removing any more houses. Accord¬ 
ing to a minute of Consultation upon our present Governor Mr, 
Wake's arrival, there is no necessity for it, though the late President 
urged the deal ing as strenuously as if our all upon the island depended 
on it. As regards the Moody Bay wall they were glad to leam it would 
be completed, for Rs. 5000 instead of the original Rs. 29,000 and 
withal more commodiously. This they describe as a pleasing speci¬ 
men of our President's attachment to our true interest, the saving 
our money; an instance from which we persuade ourselves that the 
reduction of our charges will be effected wherever prudently can. 4 

The 24th February 1744 a Consultation notes that Mr. Thomas 
Marsh coming this morning from Mailing informed the President that 
last night a MarAtha officer eamo from Sri lsette demanding some women 
which were in the Sidi’s galivats who sailed in company with tho 
Restoration. The other gentlemen of Council being in the Fort in 
order to attend the President to the Town Hall for holding a Quarter 
Sessions, the following letter was immediately prepared and communi¬ 
cated to them and being approved tbe President signed and sent it 
away : Being informed that the MarAthris are greatly disgusted with 
the Sidis for having; seized and forced to turn Muhammadans, certain 
MarAtha women now on board the galivats proceeding to Surat in 


1 Bom. Gov, Consultation, 3rd Auk. 1742, Tub. Diary 15 of 1711-42, 352-353. 

3 Boin.Gov. Consultation, 27th Aug. 1742, Puli, Diary 15 of 1741-42, 397. 

J Bom. Gov. Consultation, 3rd Boo. 1742, Pub Diary 15 of 1741-42, 566, 

4 Court to Bombay ]3th March 1743 paras C4-05, l’ulj. ])ep. Court’s L. Vol.3 of 
1742-1751, 40. 



Materials.] 

AND ISLAND. 253 

your convoy, this being a religious affair in which we havp nothing to 
do, you are to advise the people of the said galivats, td’ take the best 
cave of themselves they can, for that your orders arc not to interfere 
in such religious matters. Tn case the people of the Mardtha vessels 
demand the women of you or attack the SidPs galivats, you are not to 
give the Sidis any assistauce or protection. Give the like orders to 
Captain Lyell. 1 2 

A letter from the Directors dated 11th March 1742 contains the 
following entry: Tlio Mardthds we observe with pleasure continue 
good neighbours. We would have you cherish their friendship by all 
proper means ; thus a benetieial commerce for us and the whole island 
in general may be carried on. No umbrage must be given by siding 
with the Portuguese against them, upon any pretence whatsoever, but 
an exact neutral state must be maintained." 

A second letter of the 13th March 1743 records to the same effect: 

Wo take notice with satisfaction that you continue on good terms with 
the Mavftthds upon Sdlsette, there being no maimer of complaints in 
the advices before us of their conduct. We persuade ourselves that by 
a prudent management and behaviour, they will be very good neighbours 
and for the welfare of the island we would have you cultivate a lasting 
friendship with them being at the same time duly upon your guard 
against all treachery and deceit. 3 4 

Of the Portuguese the same letter notes: We expect by your 
renewed solicitations the Portuguese at Goa have before now honour¬ 
ably discharged their debt. The relief afforded them in the times of 
their great distress should bo a strong motive to them to pay what 
they owe without further delay.* 

Union of Companies (1708) to French War (1744). 

SECTION TI.- - GENERAL, 170S1IJ,.',. 

Tlio following are the main general and trade references in the 
records for the period between the Union of the Companies and the 
French War, that is between 1708 and 1714. 

In a letter to the Bishop of London dated 5th October 1715, the 
Reverend Mr. Cohhe, to whose energy Bombay owes its Cathedral, 
gives the following description of the Town and island at the beginning 
of this period : 

The island is about eight miles long and twenty in circumference. Bombay, 
It is much healthier than heretofore, or than is usually reported ; partly 1715. 

perhaps owing to the prohibiting the Bucjcsliaw (Bauvha) 0 or smaller fish, 

1 Public Diary 17 of 1714, 70-71. 

2 Court to Bombay Jlth March 174*2 para. 50, Pub. Dept. Court’s L, Vol, 3 of 1742- 
1751, and Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. i of 1715-17-1, 131- 

a Court toTiombay 13th Mar. 1743 para 56, Pub.Dept, Court’s L. Vol.3 of 1742-1751,39. 

4 Court to Jlombay 13th Mar. 1743 para. 58, Pub.Dept. Court’s Ij. Vol, 3 of 1742-1751,39. 

0 Colonel Yule (Hobson-Jobson, 89) uuder the word Buekshaw gives the Konkani 
boussa little fish of all kinds. Ho doubts whether boussa is the correct form ami also 
whether it is correctly applied to more than one kind of fish. Enquiry in ^Bombay 
and in K;irwftr support the correctness of Col. Yule's authority. The word is battshc 
or huxifdiem a Konkan term for fry still in use in Goa and Kdnara (Dr, G. Da Cuuha ; 

Mr, J. Davidson, I.C.8-). 
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with which they used to dnng their ground and trees ; partly to the 
stopping repair of several son-breaches, through which a third part of the 
island was formerly overflowed. The soil is poor and barren, a sandy 
rook, yielding little besides rice ooeoanuts and a few greens. Still 
tho neighbouring coasts plentifully supply us with a variety of 
provisions. 8ymh (Shiraz) wine, our chief liquor, we have from 
Persia, very strong and wholesome, hut not so well tasted ; arrack from 
Goa or Batavia ; and extraordinary good wheat from Surat, with which 
wo make the best bread in all India. We have three good folds here and 
one strong built and well fortified castle. Including the English, the 
inhabitants are reckoned about 16,000. They arc of different languages 
and religions. The Moors and Gcntus have their mosques and pagodas, 
Tho Portuguese, several, I think five, churches supplied with Padres and 
Clericos from Goa ; the English have only a private chapel for their 
public devotion. Here are indeed the remains of 'a spacious Church 
formerly intended but never brought to perfection, tho ruins of which 
are to this day a standing monument and bye word of reproach fo us 
among the heathen. This reproach we hope in a little time to wipe off, 
having already gotten considerable large contributions from tho 
neighbouring factories, as well as this place, in order to rebuild it. 
Generally speaking the inhabitants of this place arc a people wholly 
given to idolatry and superstition, ignorant and poor. They consist 
chiefly of Moors Gcntus Portuguese and Cooley Christians some 
converts which the Portuguese have made by marrying into their families, 
the bettor to ingratiate themselves with the natives. 1 

As regards the Government of Bombay, Aislabie, with whose rule 
the title of General ceased, left India in 1715, and after a brief 
intcr-regnum during which Stephen Strutt the Deputy Governor 
discharged the duties of the executive, was succeeded by Charles Boone, 
usually styled either President or Governor ; who again in 1720 
was succeeded by William Phipps. The Governor's salary was £300 
a year j the Deputy Governor who was also Accountant, received 1100, 
and Lawrence Parker, who succeeded Strutt, in the odlce, received 
another hundred pounds as Chief Justice. The third iu Council had 
£70 ; the fourth and fifth £50 each j the sixth seventh and eighth, each 
£10. Then came the Minister, as ho was called, whose salary was £50, 
and as usual another £50, a gratuity, if found deserving. A physician 
and two surgeons received £36 each. Altogether iu 17 20 there were 
46 covenanted servants in Bombay - Military officers not being then 
included under that head—whose salaries were paid half-yearly, and 
amounted to £786 14,v. 9(7. or Its. 0293 annas 3 pics 7 exchange being at 
the rate of 2 a-. lid. to the rupee. There was also a monthly charge of 
Its. 2620 made on those gentlemen's account for diet and other 
allowances, and horses were provided for them at tho Company's charge.. 
A separate account too was kept for extraordinary disbursements, under 
which head came the Steward’s bill of Its. 1170, for festivities on New 
Year's and Christmas Days. There were no restrictions on private 
trade, so that Civil and-Military Officers wero openly engaged in large 


1 Cobbe’s Letter to tiro Lord Bishop of London, 0th October 1710, in bis account of 
Bombay Church (i/GGy 21-22. 
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mercantile speculations with the Company’s sanction, as may he seen in 
the extant ledgers, called the Latty Customs or Records. Occasionally the 
Government remunerated their servants for special services, as when in 
this year (1720) they recovered Its. 9,05,000 by the payment of debts 
long due to the Factory at Surat, they ordered with great liberality 
that five per cent should he presented to the Governor and two per 
cent he divided amongst the other Members of Council. Governor 
Boone’s share is entered in the hooks as Rs. 45,255, and each Member 
of Council obtained Its. 2876, prizes which they richly deserved for the 
adjustment of the Company’s claims was entirely the result of their 
spirited efforts. 1 

The domestic concerns of the Presidency were for the most part of 
an ordinary and prosaic character. The Governor’s ordinary duties 
were in the main those of a merchant; he not unfrcquently might bo 
seen chaffering like a very petty tradesman. A cursory glance at the 
archives would satisfy any inquirer that the heads of Government were 
engrossed with trade rather than wi th polities. Tf they were occasional ly 
compelled to discuss questions of administration or of war and peace, 
these were but digressions, and they soon reverted to the business of 
the warehouse. The duty of His Honour the President was to make 
himself acquainted with the state, variations, and prospects of the 
markets, to cheapen calicoes, criticise investments of pepper and haggle 
in his Council Chamber with natives for the disposal of a European 
cargo. He and his correspondents used a surprising jargon of terms, 
most of which, since English drove Indian fabrics out of the market, 
have become obsolete. They wrote a great deal about ‘ dutties,’ 
‘ lungees,’ ‘ tapseils,’ ‘ guinea-fctulfs,’ ‘ scarlet drabs,’ ‘ porpetts,’ 
‘brawls,’ ‘chelloes,’ small or large ‘noceanees,’ and ‘ehints’of 
sorts. His Honour of Bombay, when writing to His Worship of Surat, 
would wish to know ‘ what was doing in large Broach, blue Brodcra, 
and Cambay cottons ; ’ he had received a supply of cloves nutmegs 
and maco, with ‘a very choice assortment of sword blades;’ he would 
be glad to hear that the gentlemen of the factory could purchase 
plenty of cotton-yarn, and lie took that opportunity of enclosing an 
invoice of 1 flowered cloth,’ which had been forwarded as an experiment 
to see whether such an article would lie in demand ; he lamented that 
their snjrply of elephants’ teeth had fallen short that year; found fault 
with the way in which the chelloes had been ‘ calendered and papered ; ’ 
lie and the Honourable Members of Council, having measured three 
pieces out of each bale of the neccances, had decided that they were far 
too coarse, and had not found a piece which was not deficient in length 
and breadth; they were now on the look-out for a supply of ehints’s, 
including ‘ coloured and white grounds,’ with so many ‘ pairs green 
grounds small running work,’ and a few ‘ with large nosegays and 
bunches of flowers,’ or ‘ small dittoes and stripes.’ Then after having 
despatched these important advices, the Honourable the President and 
Council would perhaps, like any respectable auctioneer of the present 
time, give notice that they would hold a public outcry, when a large 
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variety of goods would be offered for competition ; or that there would 
be ‘a sale by candle/ 1 the conditions of which were that the articles 
would be disposed of for ready money to the highest bidder who 
must remove them at his own risk. Such a century or a century and 
a half ago were the official despatches and the occupations of an 
Indian Governor and Council. 2 3 

Tlie Court of Directors under date the 24th March 1710 order that 
special care be taken that all who pay the duties and deal fairly, be 
encouraged to trade; that none be suffered to engross all or any 
commodities imported, or to do anything else that may discourage 
merchants frequenting the port or the inhabitants that reside on the 
island. They add : It is vain to expect to see Bombay flourish till these 
orders are religiously and constantly obeyed, and that you take care 
tliat not only yourselves but all under you do their duties therein.® 

In 1716, to defray tlie expenses of fortifying the town, the merchants 
and other inhabitants agreed to pay additional duties at the rate of two 
per cent. At the same time, on condition that they should be exempted 
from their former duty of raising train-bands or militia, tlie vereadores 
agreed to contribute 15,000 Xeraphins a year for the defence of the 
island. 4 

In a letter of the 5th April 1715, for the further encouraging of trado 
the Court direct: If at any time any country voyage is set on foot and 
a sufficient stock cannot be otherwise raised, and if you have such a 
surplus of money or proper goods as will not be absolutely necessary 
for despatching the ships on our hands for tlie ensuing season, you may 
join what you think lit on our accounts as far as eight or ten thousand 
rupees ; because we are sensible, a small stock will not boar the charge 
of an Europe skip’s demurrage, when a larger will. In case any of our 
ships by their late arrival or otherwise cannot be despatched the same 
season, it is better they should be employed on such a country voyage 
than lie idle. At the same time we also expect they be made to cam 
their demurrage or thereabouts. Take care to send us the account 
current of every such voyage, with the vouchers for each article. 
Whenever such a ship is sent to China, take care to provide gold 
sufficient to send to Karwar and other of the pepper factories. Wo 
note this because we find in your Consultations gold is so much better 
than silver. In the Consultation of the 5th February 1712 gold is said to 
he upwards of twenty per cent at Calicut more than at Bombay, and in 
that of the 12th there is an order for selling crusadoes and buying more 
gold for the subordinate settlements. Also the said factories’ books 
show a loss on foreign silver. Further if the entry of the 11th Juno 
1716 is true the produce of silver sent from Bombay to Karwar and sold 
there for pagodas, makes the pagoda stand in about eight shillings and 


1 It is evident from the Records that sale by candle was frequent at Bombay 
and Surat. It appears to have been ordinarily adopted in London at least during 

the previous century. Dryden describing the popularity of Wild’s poetry, says 
that he bad seen people reading his Iter Borcale in the midst of ‘ Change,”—‘nay 
so vehemently were they at it, that they lost their bargains by the canalca-cnda,’ 
Bom. Quar. liev. (1850), III. 32. ' J Bom. Quar. Rev. (1856), HI. 31 -33. 

3 Court to Bombay 24thMarch 1710 para. 82, Comp, of Standing Ord, Vol. I of 1715 - 

1721, 145. i Bom. Quar, Bev. (1856), III. 34. 
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sight pence. 1 Of this, as we do not know the weight of the silver sent, 
we cannot lie sure ; nor unless we know whether the pagodas thero are 
of the same weight and tincness with those at Madras. Therefore do 
you advise us the true weight and fineness of the Karwar pagoda for 
our future government, and whether we might not be allowed to coin 
pagodas at Bombay, as we do at Madras. This would save the loss in 
exchange. 2 

In the same letter, 5th April 1715, the Court write : Be careful to 
preserve to all the natives their civil rights. They add: Whatsoever 
English have liberty to roside at Bombay and do mereliandize, must on 
pain of not continuing under our protection, if they are of age and have 
not done it already, enter into tho covenants of a free merchant. 3 

Eighteen months later (30tli Novemlier 1715) the Court resume: We 
have written to the Bay (Calcutta), and shall to Madras as wo now 
write to you that no free merchant be permitted to return to England 
till the five years' residence for which he has covenanted under a bond of 
£1000 be expired. On redesign in giving mercljpnts liberty to reside at 
our settlements is for the increase of our people and of the country 
trade. If these aims are not attained we are deceived—a sufficient 
reason for recalling the grant. You will find their covenants give you 
power at any time to send them home if they do anything in prejudice 
to our interest. They can scarce do anything worse than assist those 
new sort of interlopers. We are told some of our servants at Surat did 
assist the Victoria. If this be tme root them out that they may not 
have an opportunity ,of doing so a second time. We understand at Surat 
the Mogbal governor asked the English Chief, whether the Victoria was 
a pirate, and flic Chief answered, No, For the future, if any ships of 
the like sort come to your ports, let our people, if wc have any at Surat, 
and, if we have none, do you represent to the governor of Surat, and all 
others of the city and port, that you do not know to whom such ships 
belong, nor can you say whether they are pirates or not. That you 
have reason to suspect that their pretence of foreign commissions has 
little or no truth in it, and that such commissions are cither counterfeit 
or have been procured underhand and with an ill design from some 
persons who pretend authority to give out such commissions, and who 
in all likelihood granted them for a little money. That such commissions 
were obtained as a cover to show the European nations who have 
settlements in the East Indies, if they questioned their authority for 
roming thither. That the Company are so little satisfied with vessels of 
this class that if any English are on board them, you are ordered if 
possible to seize and imprison them. That if the Moors permit them 
trade, or so much as liberty of getting supplies at Surat, or any other 
ports, they may thank themselves for the ill consequence of it. That 
if any piracies ard committed on M-oor ships, the Company do declare 
they are innocent, and have ordered you to acquaint them, Wc are 
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1 Pagoda an Indian coin worth 7e. 8'/. Grose's Voyage Vol. L Glossary, 12. 

5 Court to Bombay 5th A[jril 1715 para. 71, Comp, of Standing Ord, Vol, 1 of 1715 - 
1721, 147-148. 

"• Court to Bombay 5th April 1715 paras 7 s , 55, Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1717- 
1721,149,112. 
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credibly informed that a crew of ill-disposed persons of several nations 
are got together, who pretend to obtain commissions from the Knights 
of Malta who are always at wav with the Turks to fight against the 
Muhammadans, and, thinking such commissions will screen them from 
being accounted pirates, will cruise on all Muhammadans because the 
Turks are Muhammadans and when they tliink it their interest they 
call all Muhammadans Turks. We hear they will also endeavour to 
get Muscovite or other commissions to make use of either sort as they 
think will most contribute to their ill designs.' 

On the 8tli September 1718 the Bombay Council wrote to Surat; 
The Right Honourable Company having in their letters to us by-these 
ships been pleased to give the President, at a rate to lx; settled in India, 
an allowance of consulage on all goods of English merchants living 
under their protection in India, imported or exported at Bombay or 
Surat, wo have fixed the rate at two por cent, and do direct that Mr. John 
Hope collect the same according to the orders tliat shall be given liitn by 
the President on all English goods excepting those of the Company's 
servants residing at Bombay and Surat to which the President lays no 
claim. 2 

The Surat Diary of the 16th September 1719 notes: Our shroffs 
liave provided ten goldsmiths to go down to Bombay pretending it must 
lie kept secret lest they come into trouble. We have paid the shroffs 
Rs. 100 and Rs. TO for way charges and the Surat TauLsul Ddroja or 
mint master Rs. 100 for connivance/' 

The Surat Diary of 1th October 1719 contains, the following: Wo 
received a letter from the Secretary written by the President's order to 
inform us that on being paid the year’s pnxhk'ish he has sent a present of 
broadcloth amounting to Rs. 454-0 for the governor of Surat and 
Rs. 2000 to bo given his iliodn if it will facilitate our business. 1 

In the matter of the Indian country shipping trade, on the 9th March 
1719, the Court wrote : The more ships come to Bombay the greater 
encouragement and reputation to your port. Therefore do you on the 
first opportunity write to our settlements at Madras and Bengal, and 
let them know we earnestly recommend them to direct that, such of 
their shipping as trade to the coast of India, do call at Bombay, where 
they shall have such fair and just usage as may invite their return. 
That for so far only as they trade with you, they are to pay the custom¬ 
ary duties of the port excepting they are Buch goods as have paid the 
duties at Fort St. George. If the Company’s grant of being 
custom free at Surat is continued, then they are to pay consulage, 
otherwise not, nor on any goods not sold at Bombay. 1 

The 4th November 1719 the Court wrote : We send vou by this ship 
the Act of Parliament forbidding any of His Majesty’s subjects being 
concerned in the Ostend Company’s trade. Among other things you 


'Court to Bombay 30th Nov. 1716 para 15, Standing Or<l, Vol. 1 of 1715-1721. 
J4 - 185. 

2 Bombay to Surat, 8th fiept. 1718, Pub. Diary 1 of 1720, 65. 

3 Surat Diary 16th Sept 1719, Surat Faetiry Diary 611 of 1719-20. 

4 Surat Diary -4th Oct. 1719, Surat Factory Diary fill of 1719-20. 

6 Qourt to Bom. 9th Mar. 1719 para 22, Standing Or,I. Vol. I of 1715-1721, 116. 



Materials.] 


AND ISLAND. 


250 


will note a particular clause providing for our seizing and sending to 
England, to answer for their offence any subjects of Ilia Majesty 
fonnd in any place within the limits of our Charter. With this we 
hereby positively require you and all under you to comply to the 
utmost of your power and endeavour. 1 

The 4th November 1719 the Court wrote: Do not forget what wo 
last year wrote in regard to the Suraters taking your passes. Remember 
Angria’s pass-duty is one rupee a khandi; yours, one rupee a ton. If 
you humble Angria, we think with good management yon might raise 
the duty on the Suraters to or near to what Angria levies. You might 
also make good use of his taking any vessel, who hath not your pass, 
by enlarging the number, and raising the price of your passes so far as 
the prudential consideration of affairs will allow. 2 * 4 

The same letter (4th November 1719) notes : In the Consultation of 
the 1st October we find a very good order to put our boats, winch were 
partly employed by the warehouse keeper and partly by the master 
attendant, under the master attendant's care and that he look parti¬ 
cularly to it that our boats neither ship nor bring on shore any private 
goods without receiving boat hire. Also to employ on our boats no more 
than tho necessary lasears, and that only when in use. We doubt not 
the same good care for saving charges, which inclined you to make 
this order, will prevail to ensure its constant and careful observance. 2 

The 13th June 1720 the Surat Diary records: This afternoon 
came in two pairs of pafamnrs (or post messengers} reporting that 
they were despatched from Bombay on the 3rd instant one pair 
with letters for Surat, the other for Madras; that having passed 
Mil him river and coming ashore at Band ra they wore carried to the 
Portuguese Cabo (Captain) and sent by him under a guard to tho General 
at Bassein, where they were confined aud their packets demanded of them 
which they delivered accordingly. After four days confinement they 
were discharged without their letters and . bid to go about their 
business* To prevent further inconvenience it was arranged that 
during the dispute with the Portuguese letters between the Bombay 
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1 Court to Horn. 4th Nov. 1719 para 12, Standing Orders Vol. 1 of 1715-1721, 23. 
In 1719 a fresh Company or European traders sent a ship to Surat. This was tho 
OBteud Company which started in 1717 under the protection of the Emperor of Austria, 
At Surat the heads of thejlul.di and English factories joined in doing‘all disservices 
possible’to the people of this ship. But the deputy governor of the city favoured 
them, and two more ships that arrived in 1719 seem to have been allowed to trade with¬ 
out disturbance. In 1720 the Surat Factory Diary under date the 4th February (Vol. 
611 of 1719-20) contains the following entry : Arrived at the Surat Bar ship Concordia 
of Ostcnd with Emperor's colours (formerly said to be the Nottingham manof-war). 
Flie lma touched at the several ports on the . Malah.ir Coast. The snpercargooB give out 
ghe lias procured a considerable quantity of pepper and is come here to make sale of 
elephants teeth iron and broadcloth. They employ Sdmnlji Haridsis for their broker. 
In the same volume an entry dated tho 23rd October 1729, refers to the arrival at the 
Bar of the Ostend Bliip Ilarembery. A few years later opposition revived. In 1727 it 
rose to. such a height that the Austrian Emperor was torced to suspend the Osteud 
Company’s charter, Bombay Gazetteer, Surat, II. 116 ; Macplierson, 295 ; Milbum'i 
Or. Com. 1. jelvii. and 411. The Ostend charter seems to have been suspended only for a 
timo. As late as 1743 the Court of Directors warned the factors at Surat to l>e on their 
guard against tho ships of the Ostend Company. Bom. Quar. Rev. (1856), III. 21 ■ 

1 Court to Bom.4th Nov. 1719 para. 63, Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715-1721, 153. 

5 Court to Bom. 4th Nov. 1719 para 81, Standing Ord. Vol, 1 of 1715-1721, 153-154. 

4 Surat Diary 13th June 1720, Surat Factory Diary 611 of 1719-20. 
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and Surat Councils should be sent under cover to some P&rsi or Banian 
at Kaly&n. 1 

On the subject of the Ostend Company tire T>irectors on tlier 
13tli January 171'0 wrote: That we may do our parts to prevent 
the repetition of Messrs. Ilill and Say’s assistance to the Ostenders, 
we have thought lit to lay down the following rule and standing order : 
That you neither directly nor indirectly, by yourselves or otliers, 
afford the least help countenance or assistance to any Ostenders 
or other new upstart traders coming to Mokha. If you are honest 
your own reasons must tell you that, for such people to get any 
sliare in our privilege and trade at Mokha, is mischievous to the 
interest of your native country as well as to us, and ought therefore 
to be opposed by all those who eat our bread. Any one found break¬ 
ing this onr order we will endeavour to treat according to their 
deserts. If on the other liand you are faithful, and do your utmost to 
prevent all such interlopers, you may depend on our favour and 
encouragement. We are assured the Dutch have full instructions 
from their Company to join w ith yon in all endeavours against inter¬ 
lopers. Therefore on all occasions consult aud concert with the 
Dutch wliat is proper to be dono. 2 

The same letter (115th January 172H) notes the despatch of a 
printed Act of Parliament, made last year, to prevent any of His 
Majesty’s subjects trading to the Kant Indies, under Foreign Commis¬ 
sions, and calls attention to the power granted the Directors to seize any 
of His Majesty’s subjects found within the limits of our Charter contrary 
to this and other Acts of Parliament, and to send them to England* 

A year later (24th March 1721) tire Directors continue r 
Herewith we send you two Acts of Parliament passed last spring, to 
prevent His Majesty’s subjects being concerned in the Ostend 
trade to or from the East Indies. You will observe that whenever 
found out, all concerned are liable to penalties, and are obliged 
to make discovery upon oath, how far they have been concerned 
in such trade and are subject to punishment in proportion to their 
interest therein. That all contracts whether for money on bottomry, 
loading advances, supplies of stores, wage agreements, or copartner¬ 
ships of all sorts relating to such trade are void. Do you draw out 
the substance of these provisions and hang it tip in tables for general 
notice in Bombay and Surat and all other subordinate factories* 

In the choice of presents on the King’s birthday economy seems to 
have been carefully studied, A Consultation of the 22nd May 1724 
contains the following entry : There being four horses iu the stables 
altogether unserviceable and if offered to sale not likely to fetch any 
thing, the President proposes presenting them to four of the most con¬ 
siderable Banian merchants on the island. To render the horses the 
more acceptable, the President suggests the dressing of them with a 
yard and a half of red cloth. The Board agreeing, the warehouse- 


1 Surat Diary 30th July 1720, Surat Factory Diary fi] 1 of 17)9-20. 

5 Court to Bom, 13th Jan. 1720p.ini 8, Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715 -1721, 21 - 25, 
1 Court to Kom. 13th Jan. 1720 para 9, Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715- 1721, 25. 
♦Court to Dow. 24th Maioh. 1721, Standing Ord, Vol. 1 of 1715 • 1721,20. 
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keeper is directed to issue six yards for that purpose to be presented 
on His Majesty’s birthday the 28th instant (May 17St). 1 

A Consultation of a few months later (14th August) records a less 
economical gift; Rustam Ali Khan, the new governor of Surat, though 
an oppressor of the people, having as yet given us no molestation, we 
have thought it necessary to make him a present. We have according¬ 
ly shipped on lx>ard the Bombay a curious clock with chimes which, 
provided his behaviour gives you no good reason to the contrary, we 
would have you deliver him in the uame of the President, 2 

Next year under date iOth December 3 725 a letter is sent along with 
the Company’s broker Laldrfs, directing the Council in Surat to present 
him with a horse not exceeding Rs. 400 in value. 3 

English deserters from the Company continued a cause of disquiet. 
The 22nd September 1724 the Bombay Council wrote to Surat: We 
understand soveral Knglish deserters from Bombay now in the service 
of the governor have been so audacious as to insult* commanders of our 
vessels as well as the Factory. Learn bow many such the governor has 
entertained; and represent to him the improbability of their being of 
any service to him. Persuade him it is through such vagabonds that 
pirates, common enemies to mankind, become so numerous and try and 
induce him to deliver them up. If lie refuses, give him to understand 
you have made demand according to our orders, and that you must 
acquaint us of the denial he makes you.* 

From the Company’s view point tho transition from deserters and 
pirates to interlopers and Ostcnders is small. The 3rd March 1731 the 
Directors wrote: We have good reason to apprehend that several ships 
with English officers and seamen are designed for tho East Indies now 
fitting out in a collusive manner. If any should arrive on the Malabfir 
Coast under the commission or pass of any Foreign Prince or State, 
who are not used to send ships to your ports, wc direct that no manner 
of assistance be given them, no, not so much as water or provisions. 
We positively forbid any of our servants trading with them. Let these 
our orders be transmitted to all the subordinate settlements, for wc will 
excuse none that act contrary to them. 6 

After many j'ears of rest the question of gaming once moi'o exercises 
tire conscience of the Court. Oil tho ‘28th February 1727 tire Directors 
write : Wc are greatly concerned to hear that tho mischievous vice of 
gaming for great sums of money continues and even increases among 
our covenant servants, free merchants, and others residing at our 
settlements in India, and that the w omen are also infected therewith, 
to the ruin of many as well on boardship as on shore, Tn England by 
Act of Parliament under severe penalties all gaming for above ten pounds 
value is strictly forbidden. That wc may do what in us lies to prevent 
the evils which sooner or later generally attend and frequently ruin 
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1 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 22url May 1724, Pub. Diary 2 of 1724, GS. Forrest’# 
Home Series, II. 27 ; Dora. Quar, Bov, (1856), itt. 7,4. 

2 Bombay to Surat, 14th Aug. 172J, Hnrat Fact, Diary 612 of 1723 - 1725, 

3 Bombay to Surat, 20tb Dec. 172,1, Surat Fact. Diary 013 of 1724 -1726. 

4 Bombay to Surat, 22ml Sept. 1724, Surat Fact. Diary GI2 of 1723 - 1725. 

0 Court to Bombay 3rd Mar. 1731 para 10, Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715 -1721, 32, 
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gamesters, we peremptorily forbid all manner of gaming whatsoever in 
any of our settlements or elsewhere in India, to the amount often pounds 
or upwards. If any of our covenant servants or others in our 
employ whether civil, maritime, or military, or any free merchants 
under our protection, or any women whether married or unmarried 
belonging to our covenanted servants or others under our protection 
shall ever be discovered to liave played at one time at any sort of'game, 
for the value of ten pounds sterling or upw ards, and be thereof convicted 
before you by two credible witnesses, such offender, be he who he will 
and in what station soever, shall i[/so facto be dismissed tho service 
and sent homo by the first shipping. 

The Court proceeds : We easily foresee that the reproach of informing 
may keep persons silent who may know of such gaming. To prevent 
this we direct that you enter in your Consultations a particular account 
of the persons who shall from time to time be proved guilty of such 
gaming, and also of tho accuser or accusers. For tire encouragement of 
such accuser, if lie he a covenant servant, we direct that he shall be 
allowed a year's standing in onr service and be further entitled to our 
favour as a person ineliuei to check this vile practice. 

We further direct that as soon as may be, copies of these orders be 
sont to all the subordinate factories and be there, as well ms at our head 
factories, publicly read and made known within ton days alter the 
receipt thereof, and copies be hung for general notice, that no person 
whatsoever may plead ignorance. 1 

The 1781 records contain two somewhat interesting applications for 
house-building'. A Consultation of the 9th July 1781 has the following 
entry: Mr. William Henry Draper presents a certificate from the 
ciders or mahdtar&s of Bombay regarding the measurngo of a piece of 
ground, part of that called Umbercarry (Omarkh&di) situated near the 
hill Visorain (Yajra?) productive only of grass, containing accordiug to 
the measurage of the country 80 barges (or banjos of 60 square yards 
equal in all to 1800 square yards or nearly |tha of an acre) valued by 
the said muhdtdrus in Rs. 24 (that is nearly three pies the square yard). 
This the said W. H. Draper offers to pay into the Honourable Com¬ 
pany's treasury praying he may be therefore entitled to the said spot of 
ground to build a small house thereon he paying the Honourable Com¬ 
pany the annual pension over and above the said Rs. 24 purchase money 
which is agreed. 2 

A Consultation of tho 3rd December has the following: The 
humble petition of Laklas Yithalcfes, the Honourable Company's broker 
at Surat, Bombay 3rd December 1731 : That your petitioner is desirous 
of building a commodious house on Bombay Island for the residence 
of himself and family at aby time when they may be called from 
Surat to attend your Honours, and for the entertainment of such 
persons as your Honours shall, from tttae to time, think proper to order 
and direct. As he further conceives the building such a house may be 
a means to induce the merchants of Surat and other ports to the north- 


1 Court to Bombay 28th Feb. 1727 paras 50- 52, Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 17lo-1721, 
192-193. 

* Bom. Gov. Consultation; 9th July 1731, Pub. Diary 4 of 1731, 70-71, 
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ward to frequent and reside in "Romliay, ho humbly prays your Honour 
to grant him the same indulgence as is allowed the ltustam family, who, 
he understands, are exempted from paying the Honourable Company 
any ground or quit-rent for their house. 1 After debate the Board are 
of opinion that the building of such a house -will not only be a consider¬ 
able ornament to Bombay, but by sending one of his family to reside 
here the broker may encourage other merchants of substance to follow 
him. The Board agree to grant him the indulgence he requests. 2 

An entry ten days later (13th December) shows how important a 
constituent was Laldas the broker, and with how much honour he was 
treated : Laid-is, the Surat broker, having Iwught all the woollen goods 
lead oopper and iron received by the ships last arrived from England, on 
his return for Surat requests to be dismissed in the usual manner with a 
present or sirpdv. Agreed that we give Laldds a sirpdv to the value of 
Rs. 500, and, as we have none on the island fit for that purpose, order our 
gentlemen at Surat on his arrival to present Luldris with a horse to the 
value of Its. 800. 3 

A Bombay letter to Surat, dated the 17th September 1732, notices 
that it has blown and rained so hard for these three days past ns to 
causo great uneasiness regarding the Company’s galleys at Surat Bar. 4 

A Consultation of the 13th March 1733 contains tho following 
reference to the sale of brass guns: The Mar Raja (Mahrirrija) 
Abhesingh (Subha 1733-37) now sublia or governor of the province of 
Gujarrit has for some time solicited us to sell him two large brass cannon 
mounted in the fort weighing ewts. 155-3-25 valued in the general 
stores at Rs. 48 the ewt. amounting to Ks. 7183-0-57. Seeing the 
Mrir Rajah is a person of great authority atid capable of obstructing us 
in making our investment in Cambay and other places within his juris¬ 
diction, and still more because the price offered far exceeds anything we 
could have expected, the guns also being at present of no great service, 
wo agree to let the Maharrija have the said two guns for Rs. 20,000 
ready money; and direct the storekeeper general on receipt of the said 
Rs. 20,000 to deliver the two guns to the Mahrirhj a’s agent or vakil. 5 

A letter from the Court of Directors, dated the 7th March 1733, 
contains the following on the country trade : It is matter of surprise 
to us that our servants should take it for granted that all their silver 
might be carried from one port to another freight-free upon our vessels; 
when as a late instance in the Bay shows they make us pay freight 
on parcels carried. Wo therefore direct that all goods and treasure, 
let them belong to any person whatsoever, be cliargod according to the 
usual method of computation when put on board country ships, that the 
amount be paid into our cash; and for our satisfaction let separate 
accounts be opened on the general books for the forementioned duty of 
coinage and for this of freight, that we may see at one view what 
profits accrue to us every year from them.® 
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1 Pub. Diary 4 of 1731, 106 -167. 

5 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 3rd Deo. 1731, Pub. Diary 4 of 1731,163 ■ 164. 

3 Bom. Gov, Consultation, 13th dec. 1731, Pub, Diary 4 of 1731, 173. 

a Bombay to Surat 17th Sept. 1732, Surat Fact. Diary 614 of 1723-1732, 101. 

' 3 Bom. Gov. Consultation 13th March 1733, Pub. Diary 6 of 1732-1783, 68. 

4 Court to Bom. 7th Mar, 1733 para. 55, Standing Ord, Vol. 1 Of 1716 • 1721, 156. 
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At a Consultation in Bombay (18th May 1733) Government directed 
that Messrs. John Horne John Braddylland John Lambton be appoint¬ 
ed a committee to inspect the sundry letters received from our Honour¬ 
able Masters since the year 1729, and abstract from them such general 
standing rules and orders as have been given for the better management 
of their affairs and likewise such as have been made here. That the 
same be entered fair in two books together with those that preceded 
that date; one of which books to lie constantly oil the Council table and 
the other to remain in the Secretary's office. 1 

How confined was the authority of the Bombay Government in 
1733 and how full of distrust were their relations with the powers 
across the harbour, appears from the Consultation dated 21th August 
1733 regarding the advantages and the risks of maintaining a ferry 
boat to Revas at the month of the Ntigothna river. The President 
represents to the gontlemen of the Board that when it was first agreed 
to establish a passage boat betwixt this island and Revanee (Revas) in 
the river of Pen, the said port of Revanee was under the jurisdiction of 
the Sidi. Since his reducing that place and Thai, Revas is now under 
Angria. That therefore when on that side the farmer of the said 
passage must be under Angria’s direction. In these circumstances it 
will be impossible - to prevent his gaining intelligence of all things 
transacted on this island. On the other hand should we prohibit the 
said passage boat going to and fro, it will be a great detriment to the 
trade of this port as the said passage boat brings sundry provisions 
for the use of the island and the Bonjars (Vanj&ris) from tho ghat 
country come hither and return with goods and merchandise. Taking 
this into consideration we are but too sensible that with all the precau¬ 
tion we can possibly use, the enemy is but too well acquainted with 
most tilings that pass on tho island, the port being free for all ftiat do 
come hither under the notion of traders, and wo esteem it more 
advantageous to this settlement to receive intelligence of what passes 
in tho enemy's country than it is to him to learn what passes here. As 
the Revanee passage boat is the most immediate and frequent means of 
securing such intelligence, it is agreed that the said passage boat be 
permitted to go to and fro. To prevent any inconvenience it is agreed 
that Mankoji Pntliji Parbhu, inhabitant of this island who being two 
years a prisoner in Angria's country is so well acquainted with most of 
Angria’s subjects, bo placed at the custom house to inspect all boats 
with passengers and to distinguish such as are traders from those that 
may come on pernicious designs, and that for his trouble he be allowed 
Rs. 6 per month to lie paid by the customer. 3 

Six weeks later (5tli October 1733) a Consultation records: No 
body appearing to rent the passage from hence to Revanee, and because 
of the wars in the adjacent countries tho former renter not being willing 
to continue it on the terms of the last contract, it is agreed that until 
the times are more settled and we see wlial turn is given to tho Sidi's 


1 Kom.Gov. Consultation, 18tli May 1733, Tub, Diary r> of 1732-33,127. 

1 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 21th August 1733, Bub. Diary fi of 1732-33, 177 ■ 178, 
Forrest's Home Series, 11. 58, 
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affairs, wo continue the boat on the Honourable Company’s accounts, 
giving tire charge aud management to the custom master. 1 

A Consultation of the 21st December 1733 records a shipping diffi¬ 
culty with the Raja o£ Porbandar in south-west Khthiaw.ir (described 
as Port Bunder in Cutch): The President acquaints the Board 
of an application by Jagannhth Laldas, the Honourable Company’s 
broker at Surat, representing that a grab belonging to him coming from 
Maskatand having in bad weather lost her mast, was obliged to put into 
Port Bunder (Porbandar) on tire coast of Cutch. On arrival at 
Porbandar the Raja or governor seized the vessel and cargo, and still 
detained her in spite of a certificate from Mr. Henry Lowther Chief at 
Surat that the vessel and her cargo belonged to the English broker. 
The President wrote to the Raja, demanding that the vessel and her 
cargo be handed to Vandntvan Lai ji the representative of the Surat 
broker. In reply the Raja offered to deliver the vessel and Rs. 3000 
in lieu of such part of the cargo as he had disposed of. Vandravau 
refused to accept the vessel and the Rs. 3000 alleging the cargo 
to he worth lls. 25,000. On this the merchants of Porbandar applied 
to tire Raja representing the risk that the Governor of Bombay would 
make a reprisal on the Porbandar vessels trading to Bombay. The 
Raja was inflexible, saying he had given his uLtiinate answer to Vau- 
drfivan Lalji. In consequence the broker applied to the President 
requesting that some of the Porbandar vessels in Bombay might lie 
stopped. The President taking into consideration the little regard paid 
by these petty governors to the friendly offices and good treatment 
shown to their subjects at this port, aud that if wc tamely submit to 
the insults too frequently offered at their ports to those trading under 
the Honourable Company’s protection, our authority would be daily 
move #nd more despised, and hearing there was a vessel now in the 
road belonging to a merchant of Porbandar, who had the, greatest 
intimacy and influence over the Raja, and that the said vessel had on 
board in money the sum of Rs. 3SW0 bound to the Malabar Coast; he 
advised some gentlemen of his Council and ordered the custom master 
to stop the said vessel and seize the money to be deposited in the custom 
house until the Raja made satisfaction for the grab he had detained. 2 

On the 4th March 1733 (1734?) the Directors impress on their 
three Presidents the necessity for harmonious action: Nothing we can 
think of will more effectually couduee to the benefit of trade than 
entire union and harmony among the three head settlements. We have 
therefore recommended to Fort St. George and Bengal, and now 
recommend you, to frame an equitable scheme for carrying on the trade 
to the several ports in India, jointly settling the number of ships 
between you, and allotting to each settlement a proper share of the 
trade carried to China, Persia, Surat, Mokha, and Manilla or elsewhere. 
In case such an happy union is brought about, we hereby direct that 
no other ships be permitted to go to those ports but what shall be 
agreed on by our several Governors and Councils.* 


1 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 0th Oct. 1733, 1’ub. Diary 5 of 1732-33, 227. 

2 Bom Gov.Consultation, 21st Dec. 1733, Pub. Diary 5 of 1732-33, 303-309, 

2 Court to Bombay -1th M irch (1733-31 ?) para 31, Comp, of Standing Ord, Vol, J 
of 1713-1721, 125. 
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The Court continues: That our servants and the free merchants 
may not be discouraged or debarred the liberty of raising their fortunes, 
we hereby direct that all persons who have an inclination and can find 
ready money towards the buying and fitting out those ships to sea, may 
he allowed to join and that if they have any goods proper to those 
markets, they must bo taken according to their value, without any 
commission. It, may at first seem difficult to reconcile so many dillcrenl 
interests. Yet we are fully persuaded, if it is heartily set about, and 
every one concerned is willing to forego a little private gain for the 
public emolument, this matter may be brought, about; and in a few 
years the advantage arising from such an union will be very con¬ 
spicuous. 1 

The 18 th September 1734 the President acquaints the Board that 
having noticed the Kalis to the northward were fitting out fifteen 
galivats at a placo called Sultanpur (on the river Knrla six miles south¬ 
east of Talaja on the south coast of Kathiawar) he had sent the 
bomb ketch with seven of our galivats to be joined by the Surat sloop, 
to take or otherwise destroy the pirate vessels gathered at Sultanpur. 
This, he hopes, will render our trade that way more secure. The Board 
approves." 

A Consultation of the 27th February 1735 has the following note 
regarding the Factory at Gombroon : As the Arabs and Sunnis are 
entirely reduced, we apprehend the gentlemen of the factory at Gom¬ 
broon will have no great occasion for their garrison, which we must 
leave to their discretion. As the garrison is the main article of their 
charges, it is agreed to recommend their return provided it can he done 
with safety. 3 

On the 5th March 1735 the Court wrote : In your letter of the 18th 
August (1734) you complain of a want of husbandmen or Carumhees 
on the island. You state that since the Royal Charter was published 
our Corumbees refuse their subjcctiou, and will not manure the batty 
grounds upon the ancient established terms, causing us to lose half the 
produce of such bat ty grounds. We cannot help saying this is a strange 
unheard-of doctrine. The Oliartcr was never intended to deprive us 
of our property, but to secure you and the inhabitants in the free 
possession of such estates as you were or from time to time might 
become legally entitled to. The Charter by no means conveyed to the 
Corumbees a title to lands or an exemption from their prior obligations 
to us. You ought to exert your authority to prevent such an abuse and 
at the same time by good usage excite these useful men to continue 
among you on the former terms. At the same time we are willing you 
should grant them relief, if, on serious consideration, you are persuaded 


1 Court to Bombay 4th March (1733-34?) para 85, Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol, 1 
of 1715-1721, 123-128. 

3 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 13th Sept. 1734, Pub. Diary 7 of 1734, 157. Under 
Capt. Radford Nunn the expedition against the pirates of Sult&npur was completely suc¬ 
cessful. After an absence of eight days Capt. Nunn returned to Surat with five guns 
and fourteen boats. Fifty-five more boats had been burned, five by Capt. Nunn and 
fifty by the Kolia to prevent, them falling into Copt. Nunn’s hands. This victory wag 
secured with the loss of two European and two Native soldiers. Surat Factory Diary, 
616-GL8 of 1734,; Bom. Quar. Rev. (185(1), IV. 99. 

3 Bom, Gov. Consultation, 27th Feb. 1735, Pub, Diary 8 of 1734*35, 76. 
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that prohibiting the use of hut or fish manure has sensibly lessoned the 
produce of the lands, 1 

In 1735 the question of irregular levies on Bombay traders came 
before the Council. On the 5th December 1735 the President acquaints 
the Board that complaint had been made by some Van jams that the 
Bombay merchants whom they employ as brokers charge extraordinary 
duties amounting in some cases to 14 per cent. The details are: 

Bombay Customs 5'5 per cent; 

Weighing Duty 0'5 per cent; 

Brokerage to Anibaidas 0*5 per eent; 

Other Brokerage 1'26 per cent; 

(,'ooly Hive 0'125 per cent,; 

Karanja Duties) 3 0 per cent ; 

Tli&nsi Town Wall 10 per cent; 

Basscin Duty 2 0 per cent ; 

Total I.T875. 

Inquiry shows it has lieen customary to pay the three per cent 
Karanja duty on all goods passing by that island. On the other hand for 
the one per cent Thanaandtlie two per cent Bassein duties no authority 
is known. Narandks Takidas (Sakhidtia) confesses to have defrauded 
the Honourable Company in their eustoms to the amount of Its. 830 in 
three years and has in like manner defrauded the Portuguese of part 
of the duties which he had collected for them. We further find that the 
said Narandfts Takidas has advanced to the Tenter of the customs at 
Karanja Rs. 500, Nagardas Lalji has advanced Its. 5U0, Lakhmkhis 
Shankar Bs. 250, and Lakhmichand Govind Rs. 100; the account to 
be adjusted at the end of the year, when doubtless each reserves a 
share to himself. Without permission from this Government to 
presume to collect duties under our Hag for any other nation, is an 
unpardonable insolence calling for a very severe punishment. At the 
same time as the practice lias never before come under notice the people 
would plead that they did not know it was held objectionable. We 
must therefore think of preventing the like for the future, rather than 
of punishing the offenders for what is past. 

It being proved that Narandrts Takidas has defrauded the Honour¬ 
able Company of Rs. 839 customs, we think it just that he restore that 
sum and fine him and the three others above mentioned half what they 
have advanced for the Portuguese duties, namely Naraudns Rs. 25U, 
Nagardas Rs. 250, Lakhmidns lis. 125, and Lakhmichand Rs. 5U. 
This being agreed to, the several persons arc called in and acquainted 
with what we had ordered. As Lakhmichand had been a very small 
time in this business, and was instrumental in making the discovery, it 
is directed that his Rs. 50 fine be remitted, and that the custom master 
recover the fines as well as the other Rs. 839 Narandas had defrauded 
the Honourable Company. Ordered that for the future except broker¬ 
age and reasonable expenses no merchants belonging to this island 
shall presume to charge or receive from the Van j finis or others any 
duties but what arc immediately payable to the Honourable Company. 2 
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1 Court to Bombay 5th March 1735 para 70, Comp, of Standing Old. Vol. 1 of 
1715-1721,157. 

2 Kom. Gov. Consultation, 5th Dec. 1735, Tub. Diary 8 of 1734-35,270-271. 



268 


BOMBAY TOWN 


(Historical 


Chapter I. 
History. 


Bhamlari 

Settlement, 

1730. 


Brokers 

Abolished, 

1737. 


Company's 

Brokers, 

1737. 


On the 25th March 1786 at the beginning'of a fresh tobacco farm the 
farmers' bonds and articles are signed and delivered. As usual JLihiku 
Sinay is presented with two shawls and Manoel de Jesus with live 
yards of scarlet cloth. 1 

A Consultation of the 7th May 1786 records the loan of Kb. 200 to 
the Mukddam or head of some new Bhandaris come from the other side 
to settle in Bombay to provide them with houses and other eonvenicn- 
cies. 2 

On the 6tli January 1787 the Court of Directors wrote: We have 
very maturely considered the many evils we have suffered from having 
an established broker. "We are satisfied onr investment may be carried 
on letter by contracting direct with the merchants, and that our 
duties and the consulage al Surat may be collected equally well by a 
proper person appointed for that purpose. We therefore abolish the 
oflice of Broker; and do order tliat the present broker, if you have any, 
do act no more in that capacity, and be considered no otherwise tlian 
as other merchants. Tins we hope will also restore to our servants 
trading from all parts of India to Surat, that perfect freedom of trade 
wc would have them enjoy, which they have made such continual 
complaints they have never hitherto been able to obtain being 
always obstructed by tho power, interest, and iniluenco of the broker. 
For these and the like weighty reasons we not only abolish this office 
at Bombay and Surat, but also at nil our subordinate settlements. 3 

Tn 1737 a prosecution of the Company’s brokers occupied much 
attention in Bombay. On the 16th March a Consultation has the 
following entry : The President moves the Board to lay a restraint 
upon Jagann&th Govindae the Company’s broker at Surat. A proposal 
is made for suing him in the Mayor’s Court. But since this might 
have opened questions connected with the heirs of Sir John Child, the 
proposal is abandoned. Agreed that from the openness of the fort 
on the sea side, as there will he no security in keeping Jagannath 
within the town walls, he be allowed in the day time liberty to go 
where he thinks proper, to converse with whom he pleases and only to 
sleep in the fort at night, and that the deputy accountant’s apartments 
be kept for his use. To this tho members agree except Mr. William 
Henry Draper who next Council day will give his reasons for being of 
a different opinion. 1 

In a Consultation of the 1st April 1787 it is unanimously agreed that 
Jagannath Govindas and Manordas Laldas be dismissed from the post of 
brokers to the Honourable Company at Surat and tliat Mtinekji Navroji 
be appointed in their stead and proceed to Surat by the first proper 
conveyance, and wc make no doubt but our Honourable Masters will 
experience the benefit of the exchange. 5 


•Bom. Gov. Diary, 25th March 1736, Pult. Diary 9 of 1736, 136. 

2 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 7th May 1736, Pub. Diary 9 of 1736, 236. 

3 Court to Bombay 0th Jan. 1737 para. 86, Standing Order Vol. 1 of 1715-1721, 207 
Tins order was comprised in the Court’s I,, of 13th Jau. 1738, para 3, ditto 207 . 

1 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 16th Mar. 1737, Pub. Diary 10 of 1736-37, 59-69. 

’■Bom, Gov. Consultation, 1st April 1737, Pub. Diary 10 of 1736-37, 81. 
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It being an established custom upon the appointing of a new broker 
to give him a sirpdv and horse as a mark of favour, the not complying 
therewith would be construed to the discredit of the broker. It is there¬ 
fore agreed that we continue the old practice in regard to Manekji who 
being called in, is accordingly presented with a sirpdv and horse. 1 * 

The 15th August 1737 tho President observes to the Hoard that 
of late-the Sanganians and other northern pirates have l>een very trouble¬ 
some, having during tho last season taken several boats belonging to 
Bombay. That as several of the trading Rajrfs connive at these robberies 
and share in the booty ; the making reprisals on some of their vessels 
might have a good effect. This hung the proper season for such an 
undertaking as their vessels from Mokha are shortly expected, and as 
we cannot spare any of the Company’s vessels for this sendee, he offers 
to send the Hubert and tSucens* ■ belonging to himself, the Honourable 
Company being at no other charge than the putting on board each a 
detachment of soldiers and some European mariners. This is agreed and 
the vessels directed to proceed on this service with the necessary 
expedition. 5 

On the fith January 1738 tho Court write: By tho advices before 
us, it plainly appears that, for many years past, our servants at Surat 
instead of paying hard rupees for carrying on our investments, have 
imposed their own goods on the undertakers j and by fictitious transfers 
in account, have fallen into the like bad practices which our servants 
at Beneoolen formerly carried on to our very great hurt and damage. 
We positively forbid every thing of this nature in future. 3 4 

Ou tho 2nd July 1738 the Court wrote: We are informed onr 
Fort and Castle at. Bombay is now in a manner forsaken by our Go- 
veruov. This is not right. We apprehend it to lx: the most defensible 
place on our island remembering how in former wars the Castle held 
out when all the rest of the island was taken. This may happen a,gain 
in future. If it be well garrisoned its sea communication will enable 
the Castle to be maintained against all the force that can l>e brought 
against it in those parts. We therefore order that the Fort be the 
residence of our Governor who ought never to lie out of it, and that it 
be kept in good repair. 1 

The 21st July the Court wrote: We hereby acquaint you that 
to encourage our servants at Bombay and the subordinate factories 
to carry on the China trade in a defensible Europe ship, we shall in 
future send out yearly to Bombay, on or before the 2Utb of May, a ship 
which may arrive at Anjengo or Tellicherry in December following. 
This ship shall be ordered to take under her convoy any English 
country ships or vessels bound up the Malabar coast. After delivering 
her outward cargo at Bombay and doing other service, she must about 
the end of March be laid in at Surat or Bombay for a voyage to China 
and back to Bombay. Our servants at Bombay and the subordinates 
may be concerned in the whole or part of tho stock as they shall think 


1 Rom. Gov. Consultation, 8th April 1737, Rub. Diary 10 of 1730-37, 93. 

5 Bom. Gov. Consultation, Ifith Aug. 1737, Pub. Diary 10 of 1730-37,191. 

s Court to Bombay 0th Jan. (1738 V) para 40, Stand. Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715-1731, 100. 

4 Court to Bombay 2nd July 1733 para 45, St. Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715-1731, 207-208. 
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lit, and tho vest shall be made up by and upon our account; all the 
accounts of the voyage shall lie stated and finished and laid before 
you ; and an attested copy thereof be yearly transmitted us, whether 
we are concerned or not. Our servants residing at Bombay, who are 
concerned in the said stock, shall appoint the supercargoes and order 
such a cargo to China and back as they think proper. The back 
cai'go the said ship sliall deliver at Bombay and afterwards take in 
her loading there and on the Malabar Coast for England. That she 
may lie the better prepared for this, she shall carry out her whole kentledge 
(or ballast) in iron to be left at Bombay until her return from China, that 
so the freighters may have the benefit of the whole tonnage she islet for. 
On tier return to Bombay and delivery of her cargo there, the freighters 
shall pay us Es. 2 : 1 , 000 , which will be cheaper than any country 
ship of that burthen. Our servants will also have the benefit of 
being freed from so much dead-stock of shipping. Further there will 
be no need of staying for eonvov, which is so great a charge in the 
case of country ships trading to China. At Canton the freighters shall 
be obliged to take on board upon our account one thousand peeul 
(peeul — 13?JJ lbs.) of tea for certain, and as much as one thousand peeul 
more, or any part thereof, if the freighters desire it, and we shall order 
our supercargoes to load it accordingly. For all this tea on tho ship’s 
arrival at Bombay the said freighters sliall be allowed one tale and three 
quarters per peeul (bile or tael = j of a peeul), freight to be deilnoted 
out of the before mentioned Hs, 25,000. As the tea shall he landed at 
Tcllioherry aud Anjcngo, 1o be disposed of as wo sliall order, the ship 
will go clear and unpostered up the NTalabdr Coast. 1 

On the 2nd February 17139 the President represents to the Board: 
As the Honourable Company have always esteemed a coach and four 
a just allowance to keep up the state and appearance requisite in his 
post, he has hitherto made use of his own coach and four horses. As 
the Company are unfurnished with such a suitable equipage, be makes 
a tender of his own coach at its. S00 and of four good and serviceable 
grey horses at Its. .‘550 each The Board taking the same into con¬ 
sideration, and noting that, among ten horses on the Company’s books 
some are superannuated and unlit for service, and that the prices set 
by the President on his present, tender are really a muderate valuation, 
it is agreed to accept thereof; aud to lighten any needless expense in 
keeping, it is ordered that the old and unserviceable horses be sold for 
what can be got and the sale-proceeds lie carried to the Honourable 
Company’s account .’’ 

At a Consultation on the 28th September 1739 the nature and intent 
of the new regulation for issuiug to foreign vessels certificates instead 
of passes being considered, it is unanimously agreed that a,s the cer¬ 
tificates are in Euglish, the Honourable Company’s seal should not be 
affixed, as this might serve to mislead such as through ignorance of 
English cannot understand the distinction between a pass and a cer- 


1 Court to Bombay 21st July 173S paras, 39, 40 aud 11, Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715- 
1721,129-130. 

- Bom. Cov. Consultation) 2nd Feb.-1739, Tub. Diary .12 of 1738-39, 50. 
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tiftcate. Further that with the withdrawal of our right to issue 
passes our power to collect the tonnage must cease. 1 

A Consultation of the 3rd April 1739 records: By the last we 
received a letter from the Chief and Factors at Surat, advising us that 
a party of the late Moghul's forces having raised a quarrel in Delhi 
on account of some religious debate with Nadir Shah's soldiers, 
five hundred Persians had fallen. This so greatly incensed Nadir Shah 
that he gave a general order to his whole army to massacre at 
discretion. After the massacre had lasted two days the Shah issued 
a proclamation to forbear any further effusion of blood. 'These troubles 
had put a stop to all business in Delhi and bred such insecurity 
that Tarwary shroff--the drawer of bills to the amount of Its. 50,000 
on the Honourable Company’s account—had offered repayment thereof 
with the growing interest in a month’s time. This proposal they had 
accepted and request us to advise the President and Council in Bengal 
of this affair. 2 

A Consultation of the 9th October 1739 recorded the following: On a 
motion to renew the promise of Its. 2000 extraordinary gratuity for 
every lighting grab taken in battle, the President offers to contribute 
six hundred, Mr. Bigby two hundred, and Mr. Stonestreet on behalf of 
Mr. Waters two hundred, the remaining one thousand to be supplied 
out of the Honourable Company’s treasury. This gratuity their servants 
engage to give purely that the emizers may he encouraged to exert 
themselves against tho enemy with spirit and vigour. 3 

On the 19th February 1740 the President mentions the formal 
announcement to him of weddings at Poona in Bnjirav's family. As 
at the time of tho announcement it was insinuated that on such occasions 
it was customary to send a person with a compliment accompanied 
by a present, the President had ordered some fire-works to ho sent and 
some gold joys and trinkets adapted to their use on the occasion. 
This the Board entirely approves as such things duly timed may have a 
good effect in establishing and improving a friendly correspondence with 
these people. The account cost of Rs. 1439-2-26 is also passed. 4 
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1 Bom. Gov. Consultation 28th Sept. 1739, Pub. Diary 12 of 1738-39, .“5S0. Tho fol¬ 
lowing is the form of certificate agreed upon by tile President in Council, April 
1734: To all commanders of ships or vessels or whomsoever subject to His Majesty 
George IT. King of Great Britain France and Ireland, Defender of the Faitli &c. 

These presents are to certify at the request of.inhabitant of . , . . . 

, . . , and owner of the.. burthen.Camlys ; Whoreof goes 

.with.guns laden with.. and bound to.• 

That in consideration of the friendship peace and amity between onr respective 
nations and governments, I, James Hope Esquire, Chief for affairs of the British 
nation in Surat, do accordingly require all or any subjects navigating or trading under 
the protection of the Honourable English East Indiau Company that may happon to 
meet with the said ......... in her intended voyage, not to give her the least 

hindrance or molestation, which certificate is to be in full force during the term of 

.months and no longer. Given under my hand in Surat this .... day 

of.Anno Domini 1739. By order of Jamos Hope Ksuuire, Chief for affairs 

of the British nation iu Surat. Diary of the Surat Factory, 10th Aug. 1739, Vol. 629 
of 1739-40, 3; Bom. Quar. Kev. (185G), IP. 188. 

* Bom. Gov. Consultation, 3rd April 1739, Pub. Diary 12of 1738-39, 112-113. 

3 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 9th Oct. 1739, Pub. Diary 12 of 1738-39, 397, 

4 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 19th Fob. 1740 Pub. Diary 13 of 1739-40, 82. 
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A Consultation of the 19th March 1740 records the following 1 
petition from the Bhandiiris of Chaul to the Governor and President, 
Bombay: Your petitioners and their forefathers have for many 
generations lived under the Portuguese government at, Chaul and 
have hitherto maintained the character of true and faithful subjects to 
that government. In March last (17159) to our great misfortune Mami ji 
Angria entered our limits, burnt our houses, and cut down our trees 
depriving- us of the means of subsisting ourselves and families as 
Bhandaris. The straits and wants to which we have been reduced have 
not in the least lessened our affection and fidelity to the Portuguese 
government. Ifad we any way or means left of subsisting ourselves and 
families wo are still ready to venture our lives in their service. 
Want of subsistence alone drives us to put ourselves under the 
protection of some other government. We choose to make a tender 
of our service to your Honour and Council if we can be entertained and 
provided for in our way of life as Bhandaris. We promise to ho with 
all fidelity good subjects to this government. Our requests are, 
namely: 

1. That when the Portuguese at Chaul give us liberty or they with¬ 
draw from that garrison, we desire your Honour will assist us with 
boats and transport us and our families to Bombay ; 

2 . "When we arrive at Bombay we beg vour Honour to supply 
us with means of building our houses, and we will pay as soon as our 
ability will permit us ; 

3. We require sixteen ttoddy trees for each man; and the number of 
Bhanddris that may come are one hundred and seventy-five, ten more 
or less; 

4. That your Honour has let or farmed the vondage of country 
arrack to the Bhanddris of Bombay for the sum of Rs. 12,500 by the 
year. In the same manner as these Bhandaris pay, we oblige ourselves 
to do the same in proportion; 

5. In ease of war and the invasion of this island (which God forbid) 
if we are deprived of the benefit of drawing our trees, we request the 
rent may cease till peace is restored; and during that time that wo 
may be allowed a subsistence for us and our families ; 

6. The Mukadam, Chaughulas, and Trumpeters, with colour-hearers, 
desire you will give them pay monthly, as your Honour sliall think 
our service shall deserve ; 

7 . What Bhandaris care to serve the Honourable Company as sepoys, 
your Honour will please to admit them upon the same footing as the 
Bombay sepoys. 1 

In seconding the Bhanddris’ request the President remarked they 
were a useful body of people lit for action and always esteemed faithful 
to the government they lived under. The Board concurs in the opinion 
for giving the petitioners a favourable answer, leaving it to the Presi¬ 
dent’s management and disposal to admit them on such terms of 


J Tublie Diary 13 of 1739-40, 122-123. 
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entertainment as he shall please to adjust with them for the good of 
the service. 1 

At a Consultation of the 13th January 1741 the head or mukfidani of the 
weavers represented that a late fire had destroyed most of the weavers 1 
houses and prayed an advance of Rs. 2000 to be repaid in five years 
without interest, offering to pass his own bond with liupji Dhanji as 
security. As both were men of property and as the weavers deserved 
encouragement the advance was sanctioned. 2 

A Consultation of the 9th January 1711 has the following note on 
the pepper trade: Reperusing the letter from Tollichorry by the l’rin- 
ce.HS Louisa, it is observed that the gentlemen particularly desire our 
directions in regard to the assistance necessary to be given the prince 
to enable him to frustrate the encroaching schemes which the French 
arc pursuing; wherein should they meet with success, our Honourablo 
Masters will infallibly be deprived of their share in the pepper trade. 
After full consideration it is agreed we signify to the gentlemen that 
seeing the occasion was urgent and its consequence so immediately 
tending to continuing our Honourable Masters a share in the pepper 
trade, we acquiesce thereto. At the same time we recommend a eon si ant 
care to keep the charge within the sum specified and when it can be 
done with prudence to bring to an end so heavy an expense. 3 

A Consultation of the 30th January 1741 notes that for several 
years when a messenger comes from the neighbouring governments, 
armed sepoys liavo been permitted to laud with him. This the Pre¬ 
sident conceiving to lie a dangerous practice which no other European 
nation would allow, had represented the same to the Marathds and so 
far prevailed on them that the Marhtha messenger now came without 
any retinue. As the Sidis had shown displeasure at being denied 
their former state, the Board agreed that a letter couched in the most 
complaisant terms be despatched. 4 

The 14th February 1741 the following publication was issued: 
Whereas treaties and agreements with several powers in these parts stipu¬ 
late freedom of commerce to the inhabitants of this island, and thereby 
their goods and vessels are rendered more secure than those of other 
governments; In consequence of this security some persons residing 
on this island have conveyed in their vossels merchandise belonging 
to foreigners in nowise entitled to the protection of this Government. 
This practice furnishing a pretext for the seizure of the ships, 
the President and Governor, by and with tin; advice and consent of 
his Council, doth hereby publicly order that in future no inhabitant of 
this island, to whom a pass under the Honourable Company's seal shall 
be granted, do presume to carry any merchandise other than what 
appertains to; them or is the property of others the subjects of this 
State. To the end that no one may plead ignorance of this order the 
said President and Governor liath caused these presents to be published 


1 Bom, Gov, Consultation, 17th March 1740, Pub. Diary 13 of 1739-40, 115, 
3 Bom. Lov, Consultation, 13th Jan, 1741, Pub. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 13. 

* Bom. Gov, Consultation, !)th Jan. 1741, rub. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 6-7, 

* Bom. Gov. Consultation, 30th Jan. 1741, rub. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 52, 

b 1185-35 
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by beat of drum and affixed in the usual places. Given in Bombay 
Castle tliis ( ftli day of February 1741. 1 

A Consultation of the 2Uth February records tlie following- petition 
of Yandr.ivan, llupji Dhan ji, Villialdas Keshavram, and others the 
principal merchants of Bombay : That your petitioners being inform¬ 
ed the Honourable Company have been pleased to forbid the sending 
a commissionary to Mokha, beg leave to lay before your Honour 
the consequences that will attend the public and your petitioners 
by not receiving that large sum which for these many years has been 
brought to this island through the countenance and credit of a person 
Sent from hence and from the security of the Honourable Company’s 
vessels. Though the Moklm freights are at first, no more than consign¬ 
ments to us from the merchants to the northward, yet from your 
petitioners returning them such goods as they want, this money is 
kept on the island and greatly tends to maintain a current of trade 
equally advantageous to the public as to your petitioners. On the 
other hand, if the opportunity of bringing this freight is missed, the 
northward merchants would cause their money to be brought at once 
into their own hands and we would then have no tie upon them to send 
their boats to us for cargoes. By the loss of this beneficial lra.de from 
the north the Honourable Company would lose imports which contri¬ 
bute no trifling sum to the customs. To your petitioners the failure 
of the north trade will be fatal, as it is mainly with this money and 
from the profits of this trade that we are able to carry on our business 
arid maintain ourselves and families. 

Except Mr. Morley, who thought such action might subject him 
to the displeasure of his Honourable Masters, the Board agrees that 
to cease sending a commission and escort to Mokha would imperil the 
trade to the northward. After debate agreed that a calculate lx; framed 
and laid lief ore us at next meeting of (he excess cost involved in sending 
a ship and a servant over the expenses incurred if the vessel were to 
remain in Bombay. 2 

At a Consultation held the 20th February 1741 the calculate for the 
lioix' galley showed an excess cost for the voyage to Mokha of its, 1221 
and excess earning of Its. 4000, that is a balance of Its. -JB7f» in favour 
of the voyage compared will) the result, of keeping her ashore in 
Bombay and of Its. 3j4'» compared with the result of keeping her 
afloat in Bombay harbour. Agreed, Mr. Morley excepted, that the linste 
galley beordeml to Mokha in the proper season Mr. Charles Crommelin 
taking passage on her.® The details of the estimate are interesting: 


1 See. Out. Let. Book 8 of 1738-1741. 

5 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 20th Feb. 1741, Puli. Diary 14 of 1 740-41, 85, 88, 80. 
’Born. Gov. Consultation, 2(>tli Feb. 1741. Pub. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 07, 100. 
"Voyage to Mokha: Dr, To expenses, Ha. 2000; a present for the (Dose) galley; 
lis. 200; extraordinary charges that will he incurred by the Dose galley going tp 
Mokha more 1 than by lying ashore in the rains as per calculate, Its. 1223-2-44; total 
Rr. 3420-2-44. Cr. By freight of treasure last year (1780-40) amounted to Be. 5000. 
Deduct tho captain’s one-fourih part. Its. ]4dO; add coinage duty one pcT cont on 
about Its. 2,00,000, Rs. 2(100; total Its. 0800. Deduct per contra Rs. 3423-2-44. 
Balance fgain) Rs, 337G-1-D6, Fub!ic Diary, 14 of !710-4J, 99, 
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A Consultation of the 26th February 174-1 records: Our whole fleet 
horny now lying in port, ordered that, should the enemy be abroad, so 
soon as the Restoration , Prince <>f Walcti , and AV/ditne are victualled, 
they be sent to cruize to the southward to protect the trade. 1 

At a Consultation, the 3Ulh July 1711, the hoard notes: Recourse 
to the Court's commands of the 11th March 1735, shows tbo Court has 
already pointed out a method for preventing- their affairs being- involved 
through thi! sale of ships by private persons. Resolved and ordered as 
a standing rule that no ship or vessel under the Fng-li: h protection do 
proceed to the Gulf of Persia till the owners have previously entered into 
a bond under a penalty of Its. 40,000, not to dispose of such ship or 
vessel either at Seindy, Masked, Persia, Basra, or other place or port 
in the Gulf, without the consent of the President and Council of Bombay 
or the Ag-ent and Council of Gombroon. And that by the first 
opportunity we apprise the Presidencies of Bengal and Madras of this 
resolution transmitting at the same time copy of the above paragraph 
from the Honourable Court of Directors in hopes of their acquiescence for 
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avoiding the ill consequences that will otherwise sooner or later 
ensue. 1 

At a Consultation, the 10th June 1741, the President acquaints the 
Board that since tile latest advices from Europe seem to consider war with 
Prance unavoidable he had been consulting the most proper measures for 
obviating any attempts on 1 tom hay from the sea. To that end he had 
ordered the gunner and bombardier to mount the largest and most 
trustworthy guns on the seaward bastions. They bad represented, that 
notwithstanding the number of carriages seemingly in readiness, want 
of iron eapsquares made them useless for action. As all the smiths on 
the island were employed on other material work, agreed wo write to 
the Chief and Factors at Surat to procure 25 smiths to whom they may 
promise the Bombay rate of Its. 4 for every ewt. of iron wrought. As 
a further encouragement wo agree to a monthly allowance for provision 
which wo leave to the Surat Council to fix on the most reasonable terms. 8 

At a Consultation, the fil'd "November 1741, the President 
communicates to the Hoard news that a small ship lielonging to the 
Portuguese and a larg-o French man-of-war were arrived at Goa. The 
Portuguese ship gave out she parted with four others, and the French 
ship with five of her nation bound to India, with which it was hinted 
the French were to assist the Portuguese in regaining their country. Wo 
are afraid this will end in giving the Portuguese a footing in these parts. 
Besides should a war break out between our nations, the three large ships, 
with whom we havo none that are able to cope, would prove terribly 
destructive to our affairs. In this uncertain situation it is deemed 
right to put our island in the host posture of defence that can be devised. 
It is therefore directed that a line of guns be mounted on the platform 
before the Bandar. A protection is much wanted 1‘or the security of the 
landing place and dock. 3 

At a Consultation, the 15th May 1741, the President moves to tho 
Board that since, notwithstanding all precautions and orders, the escape 
of people, more particularly of our European seamen arid soldiers, is so 
frequent as greatly to injure the public service and (he island in general, 
a publication be issued, offering a reward of Rs, 1U for every person 
(excepting labourers) who shall be stopped or detected in an attempt to 
convoy themselves secretly off the place. Also that in order that the 
punishment may be adequate to their crime it is provided that if the 
persons so attempting to elopo arc employed by the H onourable Company 
the amount of the gratuity be afterwards deducted from their pay. To 
this the Board agree. 4 

At a Consultation, the' 10th July 1741, read several depositions 
relating to the recent conveying away one Brfbu with his family and 
the llight of Wodou (Udhav) Ndik the treasury shroff. The President 
remarks that he had been under the necessity of promising a pardon to 
Riimset Daub&ji to secure his evidence. At tho same time Itamset 

* Bom. Gov. Consultation, 30fch July 1741, Pub. Diary 14 of 1740-41, ‘272. These 
rulcB were framed to guard against tho establishment of a navy by Nldir Sh&h (1736- 
1747). Soe below page 287 noto 6. 

2 Bombay Gov. Consultation, 19th June 1741, Pub. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 231. 

3 Bombay Gov. Consultation, 3rd Nov. 1741, Pub. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 449. 

4 Bombay Gov, Consulfcation, 15th May 1741, Pub. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 191* 
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is suspected of contributing to the departure of others, the Board agrees 
he. should be directed to remove from this island receiving such 
recompense as maybe found reasonable for any loss he may sustain from 
leaving his house or otherwise. Ch&ya Thakur admits lie assisted in 
carrying off Babu and his family. For so heinous an offence he is 
directed to receive a public whipping at Bombay of 39 lashes, and, within 
a month after, the like number at Mdzgaon, then to be confined at 
labour on the town ditch for the term of six months, and afterwards 
to be transported from this island, never more to be permitted to return. 
The charge against Bhikn Sinay junior of being in company with Udbav 
Naik is not proved. At the same time as several of TJdhav’s effects 
were found secreted in Bliiku Sinay’s house, there is just cause to 
suspect him. It is therefore directed that Bbiku be dismissed bis 
present employ in the custom-house and be deemed incapable of holding 
any trust in any branch of our Honourable Masters’ affairs. 

Since such people as escape from Bombay are generally entertained 
by the Marathas to be made use of hereafter if occasion serve, agreed we 
Cannot be too cautious and nice in our enquiries who comes or goes 
from this island. The better to bo informed on this point, proposed 
that two capable upright and intelligent persons be stationed at tlie 
passages of Bombay Mdhirn and Sion, to keep at each place exact 
registers of all that come and go, noting the day of landing, to whose 
house they say they will repair, and the time of departure, reporting 
every fifteen days to tho President of all strangers remaining on the island. 
To secure the accurate record of all resorters, no Stranger shall be 
allowed to leave the island except at the place he landed. Nor may any 
one go ashore at Mrfzgaon or elsewhere without making bis appearance 
at Bombay Custom-house, at Maliirn, or at Sion, to lie there registered. 
This proposition is approved and ordered to have effect from the 1st of 
August (1711). 1 

At a Consultation, the TOtli December 1741, read the following 
letter from Captain James Inchbird, dated Sion Fort 1st December 
1741: The last five years of my service have been spent in tlio 
command of Sion Fort with its dependencies. On this post, when first 
I bad charge, wore large detachments of officers, Europeans, topasses, 
§epoys, and the Company’s slaves. For some time there was no house 
or place convenient for the provision or entertainment of the officers of 
so largo a garrison. To meet this want I built a convenient house not 
only for the officers but to provide room for the Coffrees (Zanzibar slaves), 
provisions, as also a cookroom and all other conveniences. As tho 
detachments are now removed, except the rice store-house for the four 
companies there will not be so great a necessity for such house. This 
induces me to petition your Honour and the Honourable Council to take 
the buildings off my hands on the Honourable Company’s account at 
such a price as you shall think most reasonable. 2 

Considering on this matter we must own the purchase of the said 
house does not appear absolutely requisite, and indeed we might do 
without it. Yet as the services of Captain Inelibird ought undoubtedly 
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1 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 10th July 1741, Pul). Diary 14 of 1740-11, 243-246. 
» Public Diary 14 of 1740-41, 500, 
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to on title him to some marks of indulgence, and as our Honourable 
Masters in tlieir commands by the Princess Louisa expressed themselves 
not against a gratuity which they hail conceived had been given him 
by tlie late President and Council although in reality he received no 
such favour, we presume they will not censure us for gratifying him. 
W e therefore agree the buildings bo taken over at the cost price of 
Its. 123d. 1 

A Consultation of the 6tli November 1741. records : The walcli that 
camo out in the Queen Caroline packet for R-fjirav having been sent 
to bis son, and the receipt thereof acknowledged witli a complaisant 
answer for the favour, the Board think it will be best to omit charging 
B;ijirav anything for the mending but make him a compliment thereof 
in regard Lo the friendship which subsists between our governments. 
The land paymaster is therefore directed to pav unto Captain Lnchbird 
the sum of its. 216-2-28 which was disbursed upon that account by 
bis order in England. 2 

A Consultation of the 22nd February 1712 records: The intended 
marriage of one of the late Bajirdv’s sons having been in the 
accustom,ary manner notified lo the President, and in such ease, 
as has been already observed, a present is unavoidable, it is therefore 
agreed that the following articles be sent by a proper messenger 1 ; 

0 Shawls of lie. 20 each ..120 

1 Gold chain . ... 105 

1 ;S'dW or covering for a woman ... . 40 

Putiilit or gfflRl coii&l .. ... 7o 

Charges that will to incurred for the person Bent ... 50 

Total Its. 300 

At a Consultation, the 2nd February 171-2, the President represents: 
that several boats and vessels being in readiness to proceed northward 
the merchants have been very pressing for a convoy : At this juncture 
it is certain any of our vessels can lie but ill spared from the immediate 
guard and protection of our island. The repeated daily reports of the 
Marstllia designs and of large bodies of troops in our neighbourhood 
are so generally known as not to need a recital, and though the 
president does not take upon him to assert the truth or falsity of those 
rumours, yet prudence forces him to declare that the perfidy of those- 
people can never admit of eonlidencc in them. Consequently that our 
safety must depend on a constant guard being observed and showing a 
readiness to the utmost of our power to resist tlieir designs. The 
protection of the trade more immediately carried on by the subjects and 
dependents of this island is a duty equally incumbent on us moro 
especially considering the numerous rovers who infest these parts as well 
to tlie north ns to the south. Any incapacity to protect our subjects mud 
inevitably sink our credit and render us mean in the eyes even of our 
own people, Still it is extremely difficult for our force to provide for 
these several services. In the present case, wore we to order the 
grabs now off Warli to start as convoys to Surat, their return would 


1 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 10th Deo. 1741, Pub. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 497-498. 
s Bom. Gov. Consultation, (jth Nov. 1741, Pub. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 452. 

* Bom, Gov. Consultation, 22nd Deb. 1742, Pub. Diary 10 of J741-42, 114-115. 
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depend on the coming book o£ tbe vessels and boats, who proceed to 
Cambay and other ports further northward. Meanwhile the extent 
of this island from Malabar Point to the entrance of Mrihirn river, 
would be exposed to a descent from the Mav&thas. On the whole 
therefore the President proposes that the Trial sloop with one of the 
largest galivats be appointed to proceed with the merchant vessels for 
Surat; and that orders he privately sent to the Commanders of the 
Bombay and Itrsf,oration grabs to see them as high as St. John’s and 
then instantly return back. This will not require many days and 
the others may with little danger goon to Surat and with the addition 
of the London sloop and Titjcr galivat now there, they will he of 
competent force to protect the boats to the other northern places. 
That the gentlemen at Snrat must be directed to give us precise 
information of the day they intend to despatch them hack, when we 
can take the proper measures and order vessels to meet and secure 
them in their passsage hither. After full consideration the members 
agree with the President; and the Superintendent is directed to give 
the proper orders to the vessels conformable to this resolution. 1 

At the same meeting (2nd February 1742) the Board consider the 
request of the Bombay custom master for directions regarding the 
rates of convoy to he levied on small Jiibarn. According to tho 
p> resent scale, a boat of only 20 hkandis pays equal to one of 100. In 
order to put the same on a more equitable footing it is directed that 
in future all boats under 20 khandis pay no convoy duty, from 20 
to 50 kharxlia lis. ft, and from ftOto 100 1'havdis Rs, 10 each trip or 
voyage. The existing rates on larger vessels to tie continued. 3 

A. Consultation of 2nd March 1742 records the following: A person 
now on tho. island belonging to the Cuteh R aja requests some brass 
and iron guns may he sold him. It is certain we have brass gnus in 
store, and, though for many obvious reasons the Board are against the 
sale of such articles, as our Honourable Masters wore at a great 
expense in procuring and sending the guns hither with the object of 
securing a profitable sale, it is agreed to empower the storekeeper to 
dispose of the number desired, being eight of 2, 3, 4, and 6 pounders 
brass cannon, charging at tho rate of Its. 120 the cut. 3 

A letter from the Court dated the lltli March 1742 notices that by 
tho Consultation of the 3rd April 1 741 it appears that throe of our vessels 
ordered on a cruise to tho south, instead of coni inning the same, put 
into Coa and stayed there for some time at the Viceroy’s desire. 
Though this met with approbation at Bombay, we can by no means 
acquiesce in it. Our marine force is not designed for the defence of 
other people’s territories, to the neglect of our own trade and the 
exposure of it to Angria’s depredations. 1 

In the same, letter of the lltli March the Directors continue : "We arc 
greatly dissatisfied that the Rose galley should again lie sent to Moklia 
contrary to our former orders. Once for all we absolutely forbid thu 
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1 Bom. Oov. Consultation, 2nd Feb. 1742, Pub. Diary lii of 1741-42, 63-05. 

2 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 2nd Feb. 1742, Pub. Diary 15 of 1741-42, 66. 

1 Bum. Gov, Consultation, 2nd March 1742, Pub. Diary 15 of 1741-42, 122. 

4 Court to Bombay lltli Mar. 1742 para. 0, Pub. Dep. Ct.’sL. Vol. 3 of 1742-51, 2. 
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sending any of our vessels to Mokha in future. Our design in main¬ 
taining them can I»e answered only by their constant employment 
against the enemy and in watching his motions. 1 

A Consultation of 11th September 1742 records: This day had an 
exceedingly hard storm of wind and rain. The ships in the road drove 
from their anchors, and a large Moor ship parting her cables ran ashore 
lietwecn Cross Island and Dongri. The >S oiners- tl and Salisbury ran 
foul, the Somerset/ breaking her main yard and part of tho quarter galley, 
and receiving, it. is Irelicved, other damage ; tiio Salixbui'n’x head was 
carried away and part of the cutwater. The gale was so excessive as 
has not been exceeded in the memory of many now on the spot." 

Three days later, 14th September, the President lays before tho 
Council reports from the several outposts of the damage done through 
the late storm’: Mnzgaon Fort house untiled ; the thatched posts at Cooley 
Bandar and Sidi Bandar blown down ; also Drong Battery, though 
having a thick wall of stones and covered with tiles; fcjuri houses or 
sheds untiled, and the guard rooms to the eastward very leaky, though 
paved with stone cemented with mortar ; Candalaand Marine Batteries 
untiled and the roof so damaged that the sepoys guarding there can have 
no shelter when it rains. The President goes on to observe that 
Mazgaon is of no strength and that Cooley and Sidi Bandars are all 
the same as is Drong Battery. These places are of no further use than 
to prevent boats landing from Salsette or the main, and hinder people 
going off this island, no boats being permitted to land in any of tho 
bays or creeks betwixt Sion and Suri or Suri and Bombay without 
first having a permit from the customer of Bombay or Mfilum. Suri 
commands a large bay and lias been thought a necessary security that 
way. As he conceives all the pre-mentioned small posts are requisite for 
answering the end proposed, he notes that making light cajan hutches 
or roofs with ordinary tiles only draws on a constant expense and in the 
end is much more chargeable than doing them well at lirst. Provided 
they are thought necessary, ho proposes to direct tho engineer to 
estimate the expense at every place for rendering them iirrn and securo, 
subject only hereafter to the turning of tiles, which is but a small 
matter. To this the Board agree, and will form their determination 
when the estimate is laid before them.* 

That two days later (16th September) details were submit ted showing 
in tire Mdhim and Bombay orchards the storm had blown down 14 jacks,. 
517 cocoa-palms, 3 brabs, 20 betelpaims, 7.j mangoes,and 2 poons. 1 3 * 

On the 13th March 1743 the Court write: Iu case you liavo 
reason to apprehend that any species of goods will at some periods 
sell better at Surat than Bombay, we would have them disposed of 
accordingly, although in general we choose that the sales should be 
made on the island in order to render it the grand mart on your side 
of India. 5 


1 Court to Bombay 11th Mar. 3742 para. 03, Puli. Dcp. Ct.’s L. Vol. 3 of 1742-51, 9. 

® Bom. Gov, Consultation, 11th Sept. 1742, Pub. Diary 15 of 1741-42, 428. 

3 Bom. Gov. Cousultation, 14th Sept. 1742, Pub. Diary 15 of 1741 42, 438-439. 

* Bom. Gov. Diary 16th Fob. 1742, Pub. Diary 15 of 1741-42, 441. 

J Court to Bombay 13th Mar. 1743 para. 41, Pub. Dep. Ct.’a L. Vol, 3 of 1742- 1701. 
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French War (1744 to 1803). 

On the 10tli April 1711 the Court of Directors wrote : The decla¬ 
ration of war with France and Spain requires you and all our 
servants to exert all possible sagacity for the preservation of our 
property trade and estate. Our Secret "War Committee for the cur¬ 
rent year are Samuel Feake, Dodding llraddyll, Alexander Hume, and 
William Mahhott, Esquires, or any three of them. What orders and 
directions may bo given by those gentlemen for the security of our 
shipping and settlements must loo strictly complied with aud obeyed 
as if signed by the whole Court of Directors. 1 

On the 10th January 1745 the Court wrote: With respect to the 
Surat pieoegoods, as the war has put a stop to the Guinea trade, we are 
obliged to direct you, if it can conveniently he done, to lessen the 
investment ordered last year. As yon may depend upon having very 
small orders from us this year for Guinea goods, we desire yon to 
forward a large stock of treasure to Bengal for carrying on our 
important investment there. 2 

A Consultation of the 26th April 1746 records: For the protection 
of the Honourable Company’s trade in these parts against the 
depredations of the French and Spaniards, the King has been pleased 
to send out eight men-of-war who have taken all the French ships 
returning from China with those from the Gulfs of Mokha and 
Persia with some others of less note. One of His Majesty’s ships is 
now here and four more arc expected. 3 

The 7th May 1746 the Directors wrote: His Majesty having 
judged proper that a squadron of his ships should cruise against the 
French and Spaniards in the Indian Seas, you must not enter into 
any neutrality. 1 

At a 'Consultation of 26rd October 1746 the Council record: 
Reports of the French having taken Fort St. George being 
come to our black merchants from their correspondents at different 
parts, as likewise to the President from Telliehcrry and Goa, with the 
additional circumstance noticed in all those advices that the next 
designs of the French are against this place and the Honourable 
Company’s pepper settlements, it behoves the Board, as the coast 
settlements wore supplied by the I'elhum with such stores as could be 
spared, to provide for the safety of this island. Although Bombay is 
in good condition against all country enemies, yet as the European 
manner of attacking a town differs widely from that of the Indians, 
some additional works are judged necessary towards the sea side, the 
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’Court to Bombay 10th April 1741 paras. 2 and 3, Pub. Dep. Court's Letters 
VoL 3 of 1742 - 1751, 105, These orders were repeated in letters of the 21st Dec. 1744 
and of the 10th Jan. 1745, Vol. 3, 113, 114, 117. 

“Court to Bombay 10th Jan. 1745 paras. 12 and 13, Tub. Dep. Court’s L. Vol. 3 of 
1742 - 1751, 118. 

3 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 2fitb April 1740, Pub. Diary 19 of 1746, 139. 
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1751, 129, 
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better to annoy such ships of the enemy as may l>c stationed in the 
road to bombard the town ; considering also that the Drake, sloop's 
complement of sailors and detachment of soldiers will be a considerable 
addition to our force, the Board is of opinion she had better be detained 
for that purpose. This is specially suitable as the t•sticcei-n galley, a 
good sailing vessel, is now under despatch to the Gulf of Persia, by 
whom our advices to the Honourable Company may he forwarded when 
we can learn more certain and particular accounts concerning the 
misfortune liefallen Madras. Resolved, therefore, that the Dock Pier 
Head lie enlarged so as to mount nine guns in the face towards 
the road and two more for Hanking the face of the Royal Bastion ; that 
the wall of communication tie duly repaired, the foundation of which 
not being at first properly sustained is much weakened by the constant 
washing of the sea and part of it actually fallen; that as the 
condition of the casemated part of the said bastion is so had as to 
render any guns placed there unserviceable, it must lie pulled down and 
a dry ditch made along the face of the said bastion, the enclosures of 
that casemated part not being above two feet f mm the surface of the 
ground. 1 

The same Consultation continues: With regard to the reinforcements 
required to preserve this island against any attempts of the French, 
the President acquaints the Board that tile French have written to 
Goa for wheat, arrack, and other necessaries to be provided there for 
their fleet. Tn return for this it may not be unreasonable to conjecture 
that the Portuguese will got the French to assist in retaking their 
northern territories from the Marathas. Should the French agroe and 
succeed, our enemy will Rave the use of the port of Baseein within 
seven leagues of this island. Instead of joining the Portuguese, should 
the French directly on coming attempt this island, it is observed that all 
advices notice tliatin return for presents they were befriended by the Nabob 
of Areot. Though we have no reason to doubt Bajir&v's willingness 
to keep on good terms with this Government, yet Some of his petty 
governors of sea-ports may probably he brought over by presents to 
assist our enemy. Taking all the circumstances into consideration, it 
is unanimously agreed that the President write to the Chief of Surat 
to raise with all possible expedition for the present season 2000 
men of arms consisting of Arabs Turks and others of different 
nations, preferable to their being all Moors or of any other one 
nation. Further, as the Sidis are a very resolute and warlike people, 
and from the assistance they liave often received likely to he 
attached to this Government, it is resolved to send to Janjira Captain 
James Sterling, who speaks the language, with the President's letter 
to the Sidi asking leave to enlist 200 men. Except a party of 
about 200, the Sidis and the 2000 recruits from Surat will he 
encamped in the body of tho island ready on the shortest notice to be 
sent to any part where they may he wanted. That the Honourable 
Company's covenant servants, with such other English inhabitants as are 
capable of bearing arms, be stationed upon the works in such manner 


1 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 23rd Oct. 1746, Pub. Diary IB o£ 1746, 3S2 and 
Forrest's) Home Series, II. 78-79. 
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as the Governor bIlo,! 1 appoint, and that arms be accordingly delivered 
out to them. As the French are represented to be so very powerful, 
it is judged proper that the treasure at the coast settlements, more 
than what is necessary for their immediate expenses, should be removed 
to some neutral port or other place of security. Agreed that the 
President write to the Chiefs of Tellieherry and Anjeugo what is 
necessary on this subject. In ease the French licet intends to come 
upon this coast, they will in all probability arrive about the end of next 
month (November). To secure our having the quickest advices of them 
it will be necessary that Tellieherry be not without a small advice boat ; 
and that it he wrote to Anjengo to send all necessary advices thither in 
the most expeditious manner. The French may be expected to call at 
Goa for such provisions and necessaries as are there in readiness ; it is 
judged proper that a boat with an intelligent person be likewise sent 
to Goa to bring such advices of the French as may be necessary. 1 

Four days later (27th October 1716) a Consultation records: Received 
by pataniar express a letter of the 23rd October from the Chief and 
Factors at Surat, acquainting us that the French Chief there has 
received letters from Pondicherry, under date the loth September, 
advising that Monsieur La Bouiclounais went by land to Madras with 
550 Europeans and for three days bombarded the fort by land, as did 
their ships by sea, and that on the day of writing (September 10th) they 
took it; that none of their people were wounded,but they take no notice of 
the loss of the English; that Taiwan had likewise received letters in 
28 days from Madras and 25 J from Arcot, advising that the French, 
to the number of 5000 Europeans and Indians, had attacked the place 
for two days, while eight of their ships bombarded it from the sea; that 
Governor Morse, not finding the place defensible, delivered it up 
on the 10th and afterwards ransomed it for 11 lakhs of pagodas 
(Rs. 33 lakhs), eight to 1st paid immediately and the rest to be made good 
in a few days when the French were to deliver the place to the English. 2 

Next day (28th October 1746) has this entry: Received by pntmnar 
a letter from the Chief and Factors at Surat, dated the 21st October, 
acknowledging receipt of ours of the 3rd and advising ns that the 
French took Madras on the 10th September (O. S.); that the French had 
2000 Europeans and 10,000 of the Karnatak men, anil that their fleet 
was actually in Madras Road. As there was ho news of our men-of- 
wnr it was supposed they were gone to the eastward, not finding 
themselves a match for the French ileet. 3 

A Consultation of the 30th October records the following further 
information : The French had 5000 men whom by giving the governor 
of Arcot one Midi of pagodas they were able to land at St. Thomas ■ 
that in three days they had about 100 men ki 1 led and that our men suffered 
likewise ; that though the place was well stored with ammunition, pro¬ 
vision and men, on the fourth day Governor Morse thought proper to sur- 


1 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 2B.nl Oct. 1740, Pub. Diary 19 of 1740, 440.447. 

2 Bom.Gov. Consultation, 27th Got. 1740, Pub. D.ary ID of 1740, 51 - 765. Po/rest's 
Home Series, II, 79. 

5 Boin. Goy. Consultation, 28th Oct, 1746, Pub. D ory 19 of 1746,866 - 367» 
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render on the following terms: To pay the French eleven Idkhs ofpugoiWs 
and to deliver them the Company’s goods tliat were on the spot, after 
which the place was to be restored to the English; that the first, 
payment of . eight lakhs of pagodas had been made and the Company’s 
goods sent on board the French ships, and that in a day or two the 
remaining three hlkhs would be discharged, The French would then 
deliver the place and return to Pondicherry. That the French did 
not plunder one house, nor did a private person lose a rupee; that 
during the three days the gates were shut the country peonB whom 
the English had entertained had broken down several houses and 
committed some robberies. That the English at Tollioherry had 
removed their effects to Calicut, expecting every moment to be attacked 
by the French who had some ships cruising there, and that they had 
taken a vessel out of Tellicherry Road. Certain Armenian advices added 
the following details : That the French bombarded Madras three days 
and on the fourth day Governor Morse delivered it to the French, who 
seized English goods jewels and money to the amount of ten millions 
of pagodas and sent it by their ships to Pondicherry; that they touched 
nothing tliat, was claimed by the Armenians or country people; that 
after the place was plundered, Monsieur La Bourdonnais agreed to 
deliver it to the English iii consideration of eleven lakhs of pagodas. With 
this Governor Dnpieix was displeased and desired Mon. I,a Bourdonnais 
either to raze the place or to keep it till orders arrived from France. 
This La Bourdonnais refused to do, saving he would be answerable to 
the King for his actions. The French were to leave Madras the 29th 
September and proceed to other conquests. 1 

A Consultation of the 3rd April 1747 records: It lining probable 
that during the rains we shall have no occasion for the northern forces 
that were raised against any French attempt on this island, it is 
agreed that, except the 200 Sidis who, if willing, may go to Fort St. 
David, they may with a month’s wage he discharged and sent to Surat 
on the Prince hk Augusta and the other vessels now bound thither, 2 

The 24th April the Council record : Considering what supplies of 
men can be possibly spared for Foi l St. David, it is agreed that Ensign 
M illiums, with 68 European soldiers, 200 good topassos, and, as the 
Sidis decline to go, 115 of our garrison sepoys, including their officers, 
be sent to Madras undtfl’ command of Captain Thomas Andrews; also 
six quarter gunners under the direction of Mr. Hugh Flinn, our 
gunner’s first mate. Directed, therefore, tliat Captain Andrews with the 
European soldiers take passage on board the Warwick ; that Ensign 
Williams with the topassos proceed on the Ilchester; and that Mr. 
Flinn, with the quarter gunners as also the sepoys, be sent on the 
Princess Augusta , s 

The 25th February 1747 the Court wrote: The trade to Guinea 
continuing very dull and not likely to improve during the war, 


‘Bom. Gov. Consultation, 30t1i Oct. J71G, Pub. Diary 19 of 1710, 357-358. 
Forrest's Homo Series, II, 80. 

’Bum. Gov. Consultation, 3rd April 1747, Full. Diary 20 of 1747, 104. 

J Bom. Gov, Consultation, 24th April 1747, rub. Diary 20 of 1747, 143, 
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our servants at Surat must not exceed the quantity of piecegoods 
mentioned in the list of investment. 1 

The 2nd December 1743 the Court wrote: A treaty of general 
peace is happily concluded between Great Britain France and Hollaud, 
to which Germany Spain and the other powers engaged in the lato 
war have acceded, 2 

During the time of uneasiness the relations with the Sidi and the 
arrangements regarding Underi continued satisfactory. A Consulta¬ 
tion of the 10th May 1745 records : The Sidi’s commanding officer at 
Underi having written the President of his necessity for laying in 
provisions for the rainy season, the Board decide that Rupji Dhanji sec 
80 mora/tx of batty and other stores be duly provided by the Sidi’s 
agent and the amount be paid out of the treasury and bills taken for 
the same. 3 

At a Consultation the 26th April 1746 Government observe that 
notwithstanding the Sidis arc somewhat backward in discharging 
their debt, yet as the expense of assisting them to keep Underi is now- 
only about Rs. 650 a month, it is agreed that we continue helping 
them to preserve that island from falling into the M unit Inis’ or the 
Atigvius’ hands.* 

The 7tli May 1746 the Court of Directors write: We observe with 
satisfaction that our Chief and Council at Surat have at length fully 
recovered the Sidi’s debt. We acquiesce iu your taking the island of 
Underi under our protection for twelve months, the Sidis having 
engaged to pay the whole, expense, and made over the island to us as 
a security. See to it at the year’s end that they duly reimburse the 
charge. 5 

A Consultation dated 19th .Tune 1717 records: The Sidis having 
some few days past desired to be eased of the charge of maintaining 
our people at Underi, the President acquaints the Board that, as at 
this time of the year the Sidis are under no apprehensions of being 
attacked, he ordered the account to be made up to the end of April. 
The result was'a balance of Rs. 2UU1-2-47 against the Sidi, of which 
Rs. 681-1-64 were the charge of maintaining our people at Underi 
from the end of January to the end of April, and the remaining 
Rs. 1320-0-86 were for sundry stores the Sidis desired to keep for 
the defence of the island. This account was accepted by the govern¬ 
ing Sidi and laid on the Council table. The President further acquaints 
the Board that lie has received a letter from the Sidi’s Killedir or chief 
officer at Underi, informing him of his having surprised the fort of 
Thai, which was in the possession of Mstnaji Angria. To maintain the 
garrison at Thai the Killcdar desires he may lie supplied with 400 


r Court to Bombay 25th Feb. 1747 para 44 Public Dep. Court's L, Vol. 3 ol 1742- 
1731, 139. 

3 Court to Bombay 2nd Doc. 1748 - 1751 para. 4, Court's I.. Vol. 3 of 1742 -1751, 

3 Bom,'Gov. Consultation, 10t.li May 1745, Pub. Diary IS of 1714-45, 158. 

4 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 26th April 1745, Pub. Diary 19 of 1746, 133. 

5 Court to Bombay 7th May 1746 para 31, l’ub. Dop. Court's 1>. Vol. 3 oi 1742 - 
1761, 129. 
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Musalman sepoys for the space of one month with sundry warlike 
stores. On this the President, observes that as in 1737 this Govern¬ 
ment mediated a peace between the Sidis and Mamiji Angria, wherein 
on certain conditions it was stipulated that the district of Thai should 
belong to Manri ji, especially while Underi was under the Company’s 
protection, it was wrong in the Sidis, unless from some special cause, to 
commit any hostilities against Manaji without previously advising the 
Bombay Government to prevent Msmiji taking offence. The President 
proposes writing to assure Mtfnaji that he was entirely unacquainted 
with the capture of Thai till the affair was over. The President further 
proposes to write to the Sidi to know his reasons for seizing the fort of 
Thai, and to say with regard to the stores that it is not consistent with 
the Honourable Company’s orders for us to spare them. Still as they 
are in friendship with us they may purchase them in Bumbay if they 
are to he had. As to the requisition for sepoys, the President observes we 
have none of our own to spare, but as they lately permitted us to enlist 
people in their country it is but reciprocal they should have the like 
liberty here, although, it is believed, they will be able to find few 
in Bombay that will prove of much service. All this the Board 
approves. 1 

The 13th October 1747 the President acquaints the Board that a 
letter received on the 11th from Mtfnriji Angria gives information of 
his retaking the fort of Thai from the Sidis. As Mfinriji and the 
Sidis liave hitherto beon backward in coming to terms, the President 
proposes to endeavour to settle their differences on the same good 
terms as before—a result of great advantage to the Sidis who, in a 
manner, are mainly supported by [his Government, This the Board 
approves. 2 3 

The 8th December 1747 the President acquaints the Board that he 
is Informed the Sidi’s killediir at Underi has had some thousand rupees 
remitted from Shiihu Raja and by various informations seems to be 
setting up for himself independent of the government of Janjira. 
This, the President is well assured, is contrary to the intentions of 
the Janjira government. As only 80 of our men, including officers, 
are at Underi, to prevent treachery on (he part of the killedar, he 
judges it necessary to send to Underi the Ut fitntc.e pralini 8 with a 
military officer and 40 men to assist our people ashore in case of neces¬ 
sity. To this the Board agrees. 4 

A Consultation of the 8th March 1748 records : The Sidis at Underi 
as well as the governing Sidi at Janjira, wishing our peojile and prahms 
to he withdrawn from Underi as the misunderstanding between them 
is at an end, resolved that our men and boats 1x3 accordingly recalled 
and the accounts transmitted to Janjira for the Sidi’s approval and for 
giving hills on Sidi Masut at Surat for the amount. 5 


1 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 391U Juno 1717, Pub. Biary 20 of 1747, 212 -213. 

2 .Born. Gov. Consultation, 13th Got. 1747, Pub. Diary 20 of 1747, 3(57 -368. 

3 Prahia for tliu Dutch praam, a flut-bottoin«cl boat. Forrost’e MarAtha Series, I. 

rt. i. 32. 

4 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 8th Doc. 1747, Fub. Diary 20 of 1747, 4fil. 

* Bom. Gov, Consultation, 8th March 1748, l’ub. Diary 21 of 1748, 88. 
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Two days later (1 Oth March) the Defiance and Triumph praluns 
returned to Bombay from Undcri with all the jteople that had been at 
Underi. 1 

On the 16th August 1745 in the Diary of the Court of Oyer and 
Terminer, the entry occurs: The Justices being this day assembled 
agreed that the otlice of scavenger should l>e altolishod and that the 
clerk of the market see to it that the inhabitants clean the streets l>efore 
their respective doors, or otherwise they are to be fined. The Justices 
further ordered that the prisoners should be removed to the allotted 
house in the Marine Yard and that the Sheriff charge no commission 
upon the assessment. 2 

A Consultation the 1st July 1746 records; Sidi Masnt requesting to 
he supplied with two four-pounder and six six-pounder iron guns for the 
use of his grab, the storekeeper is directed to deliver them accordingly 
at the rate of Kb. 18 per cwt. the price charged our ow n inhabitants, 
taking care duly to receive the amount liefore the guns are delivered.® 

As regards the relations between the Bombay Government and the 
local powers, the Court wrote, 7th May 1746: We arc very glad 
that you continue on good terms with your neighbours the Marathds. 
For the lsmefit of our island you will do well to cultivate a friendship 
with them, always lieing watchful against any surprise. So long as 
their successors (successes) in the countries adjacent to them do not 
encroach upon our property, or impede our investments, you must 
keep neuter with respect to the contending parties.* 

In the following year (-25th February 1747) the Court resume : We 
are highly pleased that you still continue on good terms with the 
Marti thus, and entirely approve of sparing them a small quantity of 
shot in order to avoid all manner of disgust. Although for the 
beuefit of the island we recommend harmony and agreement, with them, 
yet at the same time in the best manner to guard the passes or ferries 
we must caution you against surprise, by a strict discipline of the 
military stationed at the passes and in our vessels. 4 

Of Nddir Shah’s (1740-1745) efforts to make Persian maritime power, 
a Consultation of the 10th January 1747 records: As the common 
people belonging to Nddir Shah’s two ships have Ijeen lately very 
troublesome to the poorer sort of our inhabitants, the President 
acquaints the Board that to prevent the ill consequences that might 
otherwise ensue, he has given orders forbidding those people to go out 
of the town gates. 8 
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1 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 10th March 17-18, Pub. Diary 21 of 1748, 89. 

3 Diary of Court of Oyer and Terminer, 16lh Aug. 1745, Vol. 119 of 174:1- 1745, 
61 - 62 ; Forrest’s Home Seiies, 11. 412. 

3 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 1st July 1746, Fnb. Diary 19 of 1746, 212. 

* Court to Bombuy 7th May 1746 paras. 26 and 27, Pub. Dep. Court’s L. Vol. 3 of 
1742-1751, 128. 

6 Court to Bombay 25th Veb. 1747 para 47, Tub. Dcp. Court's L. Vol. 3 of 
1742 -751, 139-140. 

8 Bombay Guv. Consultation 19th Jauuary 1747, Pub. Diary 20 of 1747, 27. When 
the mind of Nddir (174,)) -was in its most disturbed and frensiud state, lie continued to 
brood over those plans which he bail cherished in his happier days, lie anxiously 
desired to encourage trade ; and thought that his country would not only become 
wealthier, but more powerful, if he could form a navy. The aid of an enterprising but 
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In their letter of the i’oth February 1747 the Court approve fho 
punishment inflicted on contraband trade with Angvia. They write : 
The laudable fine and confiscation for the contraband trade with Angvia 
carried on by one of your inhabitants, will deter others from such 
illicit bad practices. 1 

In the same letter (25th February 1747) the Court add: We 
entirely approve the protection granted to a wealthy merchant who 
retired from Surat. We perceive with satisfaction that the Moghal 
government at Surat was not offended oral least shewed no resentment 
upon the occasion. 2 

Some inhabitants of Bombay having been detected in lotting out 
six fishing boats to freight to one Tritnbak Pant, a merchant of Stdsette, 
contrary to a publication issued by this Government in February J 740, 
the Bo ml jay Council at their Consultation on 7th Sept.emlier 17 17 re¬ 
solved that the owners of five of the vessels hurt hen ing 100 kliandis lie 
fined in the sum of Hs. 100 each, and that the owner of the sixth lxfing 
above that burthen be fined Rs. 200. This, it is hoped, will deter other 
people from a practice which may involve this Government in disputes 
with our neighbours.^ 

A Consultation of the 10th August 1747 has the following entry on 
dear grain and cheap cloth : Mr. Fraser urges that at Surat duttys and 
baftas arc now bought from fifteen to twenty-live per cent cheaper 
than last year. In reply the Council are satisfied that though this may 
be true with respect to small quantities or ordinary sorts, the Honour¬ 
able Company's investment being in large quantities and on a muster 
of a certain manufacture, the contractors are obliged to advance 
considerable sums to the weavers who arc generally poor. It is well 
known the calamities in and about Surat were so great that people 
perished daily for want, or sold their children to support themselves. 
This doubtless rendered it hazardous for the contractors to advance any 
money lest necessity should oblige the undertakers to disburse it or at 
least some part of it for their preveut support. These circumstances 


indiscreet Englishman (Mr. Elton) enabled lilm to commence the execution of this 
project on the Caspian. Bat the effort produced no benefit to Persia ; ami, by exciting 
the jealousy of Russia, proved destructive to an infant commerce, which British 
merchants had established in that quarter. Nadir had also ordered ships to be built «>u 
the shores of the Persian Gulf ; and, with the true spirit of an unreflecting despot, 
commanded that timber for that purpose should he convoyed from the forests of 
Ma/>ender&n, a distance of more titan six hundred miles, and through a country which 
hud neither canals roads nor wheel carriages. The inhabitants of the intervening 
provinces were compelled to contribute their labour to this object, which was never 
accomplished. The rude ribs of an ill-constructcd vessel Were to ho seen some years ago 
nn the beach at Abusheher, and seemed spared to be tin? memorial of tin* folly of this 
attempt. He also directed an immense quantity of marble to be carried from Aderbejan, 
to ornament his palaces at Kel;it and Meshed, the transport of which caused almost a# 
much misery as conveying the timber. In 1810, I (says Sir John Malcolm) visited the 
quarry where this marble was found, and saw a great number of half-finished block*, 
’which had lain untouched since his death. This quarry is on the hanks of the lake of 
Oormcah* and about eighteen inilei from the town of Mur.iga. Malcolm’s Persia (lb29). 
II. 4ft. 

1 Court to Bombay 2otli Feb. 1747 para 29, Pub. Pop. Court’s L, Vol. 3 of 1742- 
17M, 136. 

2 Court to Bombay 25th Feb. 1747 para 48, Pub. f)ep. Court’s L. Vol. 3 of 1742- 


* Bom. Ooy. Consultation, 7th Kept. 1747, Pub. Diary 20 of 1747, 329. 
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and the dearness of indigo (which Mr. Fraser allows) confirm us that 
he draws an unjust conclusion in asserting that the whole of the 
investment might have been contracted for ten per cent cheaper than 
last year. Mr. Fraser is the only person that ever used any arguments 
to prove that an investment could be made cheapest in a time of famine. 
We are as anxious in reality as Mr. Fraser pretends to be that the 
Honourable Company’s investment should be provided on the easiest 
terms. For this purpose wc have lately pressed the Surat gentlemen 
to stir up as many competitors as possible (exclusive of Manekji whom 
we had dismissed the service), nor for the reasons before given can 
we justly deem Nagar fit for the present investment, neither can we 
consider the untimeliness and manner of preferring his proposals in 
any other light than as already set forth, whatever gloss Mr. Fraser 
may put upon this transaction. 1 

In reply to these strictures, on the 18th November 1747, Mr. Fraser 
wrote from Surat: I will first lay before you reasons which perhaps 
did not then occur to the Honourable President and Council why in 
years when grain is dearest, cloth is cheapest and comes in greater 
quantities to market. In years of dear grain those who 6pin the yam 
work twice as long as they do in times of plonty that their earnings 
may in some measure compensate for the dearness of provisions. By 
this means yarn comes in greater quantities to market and is cheaper. 
Still it is mainly owing to the weavers that the great difference in the 
price of cloth arises. For whereas they formerly took five days to 
weave a piece of dutlifi and three days to weave a piece of bajtas, they 
now do it in half the time and so proportionately in all sorts of cloth. 
This occasions a mnch larger quantity coming to market and the 
weavers are obliged to sell them off speedily that they may be enabled 
to buy a little grain and more yarn to go to work anew. I have this 
season bought a considerable amount of didlis and baftus from 20 to 
25 per cent cheaper than last season. What confirms the truth of 
this beyond all contradiction is that our contractors agreed this year 
for the 16 and 9 duttis for chinht which are two very considerable 
articles in the present investment at Rs. 85 and 81 per corge, for which 
sorts they last year paid 96 and 55 (85 ?). 3 

Upon this the Bombay Government observe (24th November 1747) : 
With regard to Mr. Fraser’s assertion that cloth is cheapest when grain 
is dearest, it is what we cannot comprehend, nor consequently have we 
any reason to alter our former sentiments on this head as expressed in 
our Consultation of the 10th August. However, it is agreed to defer 
this, as also what he asserts concerning the certificates said by him to 
be signed and sealed by several principal merchants (which the Chief 
and Factors seem to doubt) and the low prices given by the Dutch for 
their investment to be fully enquired into by the gentlemen at Surat; 
though with regard to the latter it may not be improper to remark 
that it is notorious that the Dutch accept such goods as are from time 
to time rejected at our Factory for being inferior to muster. 3 
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1 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 10th Aug, 1747, Fab. Diary 20 of 1747, 266-267. 

* Mr. Fraser to Mr. T. Marsh, Surat 18th Nov. 1747, Pub. Diary 20 of 1747, 442. 
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On the 15th March 1749, on the subject of the general improvement 
of Bombay, the Court write: We are encouraged to believe our island 
of Bombay may be rendered a very advantageous settlement and less 
expensive to us. To this end therefore we positively direct and 
require that by the exercise of a mild good government, people from 
other parts may be induced to come and reside under our protection. 
Let there be entire justice exercised to all persons without distinction, 
an open trade allowed to all, and as often as necessary or as the force 
allotted will enable you, let convoys be provided to the ships and vessels 
in a body. In this wc require exactness as much depends upon it. An 
able honest man must ever direct the custom-houses at Bombay as 
well as at Mfihim. No preference must be given to any merchant over 
others; for as all must and will pay our duties, no distinction should 
be made under any pretence. A constant steady pursuance of these 
rules will naturally draw people to leave the oppressions of other 
country governments, and come to you while freedom and exact justice 
subsist ill our settlements. And because the inhabitants will constantly 
require materials for building and provisions for their families, which 
must be brought to the island, we direct that no obstructions be given 
in this or more duties cliargcd thereon than may be publicly established. 
Be particularly careful that our servants take no fees or perquisites 
that are not consonant with reason or the ease and freedom of the 
inliabitants. We are determined to resent oppression, be it by whom¬ 
soever exercised. 1 

On 18th Juno 174S a lire in the cliawls where tho to pass soldiers 
usually reside consumed 17 0 houses belonging to those poor people. 
As they were entirely unable to provide themselves new habitations, 
the Bombay Council, on 14th June 1748, agreed that the topasses be 
advanced out of the Land Pay Oflico the sum of Rs. 241 £ to bo 
stopped out of their monthly growing pay. The Council add: As 
this unhappy accident happened through those houses being built of 
tatters (bittis) and roofed with cajans which are not ouly liable to catch 
fire but difficult to quench, to the great danger of the merchants' 
houses and warehouses, it is resolved that for the future no porson 
be permitted to build any house warehouse or out-houses witliiu the 
town unless the walls be of stone or mud and the roofs be covered with 
tiles. 2 

Ten days later, 24th .Tune, the Council add : There being reason to 
believe that tho lire of the 13th June was greatly spread from a house 
full of hay, the President had ordered the provisional clerk of the 
market to take an exact account of all hay and straw kept within the 
town. This account being now (24th June 1748) laid before the Board 
and duly considered, it is agreed that such inhabitants as have hay or 
straw in their dwelling-houses be fined the sum of Rs. 500 to bo dis¬ 
tributed by the land paymaster and captain commandaut to such poor 
soldiers and other people as were sufferers in the late fire.* 


1 Court to Bombay 15th March 1748 para 48, Pub. Dep. Conrt’s h. Vol. 8 of 
1742-1761, 108- 169. Compilation of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1716 -1721, 131-132, 

* Bom. (Jov. Consultation, lath June 1748, Fub. Diary 21 of 1748, 188. 

5 Bom. Qov. Consultation, 24th June 1748, Pub, Diary 21 of 1748, 198*199, 
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As regards the protection of trade the Court write (17th Juno 1748) : 
We rely on your continuing to employ the ernizers in the best manner 
for the protection of trade on the coast against Angria, and that you 
will also kcop his brother Mftmiji in clue subjection, 1 

Entries during the next fair season show the form of protection that 
was required and supplied: 

The Ctli October 1748 sailed the Trial snow to join the Triumph 
prahm and cruize between (Keuery) and Vosfiva for endeavouring 
to protect the small trade bound into this port from any enemy's 
galivats. 3 

On the 21st October 1748 the President acquaints the Board that 
instead of cruizing as he was ordered Captain Taylor in the Trial snow 
with the prahm under his direction lay tlireo days at anchor off Maliim, 
and that in consequence the onemy's galivats had taken eight of our 
fishing boats from Warli stakes. That as Captain Taylor was in all 
respects unlit for that service the President judged it most for the 
safety of the Trial snow to order her into port and to keep in port till 
the season permitted of returning her to the other side. This the Board 
approves. 3 

A Consultation on the 20th November 1748 records: Sundry gali¬ 
vats of the enemy's being in the offing, for the better security of vessels 
that may be coming in, the following sailing orders are issued to 
Commodore Richard Crabb : On receipt hereof you arc to weigh anchor 
and proceed on a cruize between the island Canarec (Keuery) and the 
fort of Vosflva about a league to the northward of MiUlim Bar, keeping 
in from 10 to 15 fathom water and standing in towards this island once 
in 24 hours so as to be able to observe the signal of an Union Flag 
and Blue Flag under it, with one gun that may be made cither at Warli 
or Old Woman's Island, upon which you are to make the best of your 
way into port again. 4 

On the question of the opium trade with the Straits and China 
the Court write (17th June 1748) : As to the Dutch pretensions to an 
exclusive right of trade in opium in the Straits of Malacca and to the 
eastward as advised from Bengal and your place, we utterly deny such 
right. In case our ships are molested in carrying on our commerce, 
do you empower the commanders to resist such hostilities and to make 
reprisals not only in defence of themselves but also of English country 
ships with your passes and British commanders that may be in their 
company. Public notice must be given hereof by fixing this our order 
up in the several languages at every factory, as we are informed the 
Dutch fixed theirs up at Surat and other places. 5 

On the receipt of these orders a Consultation of the 4th April 1749 
directs that a copy of the following notification Vie transmitted to the 
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Chief and Factors at Surat to bo affixed, at the usual places in that 
factory. 1 

Notification .— r Thomas Dorrill Chief and one of the Council for all 
forces and affairs of the Honourable U nited English East India Company 
under the Presidency of Bombay to all to whom these presents shall 
come greeting: Whereas tho Dutch hast India Company by the chiefs 
of their several factories in India said to be by the authority of their 
General and Council at Batavia did in the year 1746, by notification 
affixed at their respective factories, pretend to an exclusive right of 
trade in opium as set forth in said notification : To the end thereof that 
those trading under the protection of the Honourable United English 
I'last India Company may not be discouraged from carrying on their 
lawful trade and commerce, they have thought proper in their commands 
to their President and Council of Bombay', dated the 17th Juno last, 
not only utterly to deny such a right to belong to the Dutch East 
India Company, but in ease any of their ships should he molested in 
carrying on their commerce to empower their said President and 
Council to give the commanders of such ships positive orders to resist 
such hostilities and to make reprisals not only in defence of themselves 
but also of English country ships carrying their pass and navigated by 
ii British commander. The said Honourable United English East India 
Company being resolved and determined to suffer no infringement in 
their trade and commerce and that every one may lx) apprised thorcof 
this declaration is ordered to be affixed at their several factories in the 
East Indies. 

Given at Surat in the factory of the Honourablo English Company this 

.day of April 1749, by order of the Honourable William Wako 

Esquire, President of and for all affairs of the Honourable United Com¬ 
pany of merchants of England trading to tho East Indies, on the 
coast of India Persia and Arabia, Governor and Commandcr-in-Chief of 
his Majesty’s Castle and Island Bombay, and its dependencies. 2 3 * 

In their letter of 30th August 1749 tho Court repeat their well 
worn homily against gaming. It has been intimated to us that a spirit 
of gaming has lately prevailed among our servants at Bombay'. As 
we can place no trust or confidence in persons guilty of that pernicious 
vice, you must immediately make a strict enquiry into the behaviour 
of our several servants in this respect, and send us a particular account 
of such enquiry and in tho meantime reprimand suspend or even 
dismiss them from our service according to the degree of their guilt. 8 

A Consultation of tho 10th February 1748 records: Beceived by 
palamar a letter from the Chief and Factors at Surat, dated the 3rd 
February, acknowledging receipt of a Bombay letter of tho 25th 
January and acquainting us that the situation of affairs in that 
city will not possibly admit of their sending hither the sloop and 
galivat. Tliat the city gates were all shut, batteries built by both 
parties in every quarter of the town, and, besides the cannonading 


1 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 4th April 1749, Tub. Diary 22 of 1749, 90, 

5 Pub. Diary, 22 of 1749, 99. 

3 Court 'to Bombay 30th Aug. 1749 para 19, Pub. Dcp. Court’s L, Vol. 3 of 1742 - 

1761, 220. 
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between the Castle and DarMr, there are almost daily skirmishes 
and street fights. As the place is in the utmost confusion and distress, 
tho people belonging to their vessels are their only dependence, should 
anything happen in their part of the town. 1 

A Consultation two days later (12th February 1748) records: A 
further letter from the Chief at Surat, dated the .‘ird, stating that on 
the 1st instant Safdarkhdn bid fair for burning the whole town by 
setting fire to some camphor warehouses which notwithstanding several 
messages sent by A chan to the DarMr to desist firing that all might 
join in putting out the flames, occasioned 400 houses to be consumed 
with a damage reckoned at 15 ldkhs of rupees. That a counterpart 
of this would have been executed the night after by the other party 
by way of revenge had it not been for the Chiefs remonstrances, the 
plan being laid for beginning with tho officers' houses who commanded 
at the above piece of cruelty. 2 

After discussion agreed to forward the following letter from the 
President to the Chief and Factors at Surat (February 1748): If 
SafdarkMn alone suffered the town to be set afire, surely such an 
abominable transaction must cause his own destruction. Doubtless you 
did well in sending down the sloop and galivats, and I desire you will 
consider whether the treasure and what else she can take in of value 
would not l>e more safe on board the sloop. 1 know not what danger 
or inconveniences there are in going up or down tho i-iver ; but 1 wish 
all of value were on board the sloop and the Augusta as soon as possible 
after her arrival at the bar. I imagine tho force you have with the 
detachment and gunners from the A ugusta, are as many people as you 
know what to do with in respect to the defence of the Factory' against 
any enemies except fire. Your preventing Achan’s commanding the 
like abominable practice with SafdarkMn was very commendable, 
which barbarity if pursued must inevitably and totally destroy the 
place. You do not take notice in any of your letters what is to be 
apprehended from Damalji's (Damaji G&ekw&r's) being admitted into 
the city, namely, whether and if so on what terms he will leave, should 
Aehan carry his point in driving out SafdarkMn. The same question 
arises in respect to the coolies whom SafdarkMn has called to his 
assistance. While the contest is in progress it will be absurd for us to 
side with either party as great aspersions would afterwards ensue. 
But surely by this time you must know whether the Nizhm be sincere 
in Ackan’s cause. If he is I judge this to bo your most sure guidance. 
I imagine ere this you Mve Nazirjang's army not far distant from 
you when I should think you might engage with safety in favour of 
AcMn whether he Ms the Moghal's authentic sanad or not. The fact 
that SafdarkMn set the town on fire would fully vindicate all the 
European factors siding with AcMn. I can only further say that 
I pity your situation and wait with such patience as I am able the fate 
of the now miserable city of Surat, s 

A Consultation of the 2nd October 1748 continues tho account of 
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* Bom. Gov. Consultation, 12th Feb. 1748, Pub. Diary 21 of 1748, 47-48. 

* The'President to the Chief and Factors at Surat, Fob. 1748, Pub. Diary 21 of 
1748,52-54. 
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affairs at Surat: An express boat from Surat brings a letter from the 
Chief and factors there, dated the 28th ultimo, wherein they inform us 
that in violation of the treaty subsisting between him and Mia Aclian 
on the 25th ultimo Safdarkhiin took by surprise three gates of the 
outward wall of Surat city, and on the 26th by bribery possessed himself 
of the Killeddr’s serai, a strong building near the outward wall. That 
he has raised batteries against the inward wall and made an attack upon 
the town so that the gates were all shut and war actually commenced. 
Since then Safdarkhan had been daily increasing his forces which then 
amounted to about 5000 men. That Moidin Khan had about 6000 
men in the town and castle. That these troubles had put an entire stop 
to that part of the investment manufactured in and about Surat; neither 
could the finest part of the investment, the goods in warehouse that 
require whitening and calendering, bo sent out to be finished. 1 

At a Consultation the 24th November 1748 the President lays before 
the Board letters from the Chief of Surat, dated the 11th 12th and 13th 
instant, showing they were still in want of a number of sepoys for the 
security of the Honourable Company’s factories and effects. Resolved 
that we take the opportunity of ten merchant shibara now bound 
thither to send them 200 sepoys with their officers. It is hoped that 
the Surat troubles will be settled without the Factory entering upon 
action. Still conformable to our resolutions of the 3rd October this must 
be left to the discretion of the Chief and factors at Surat. The Board 
further held that as the present troubles at Surat were an hindrance to 
the merchants of that city sending their agents to bid at the Bombay 
sales, the sale of the Honourable Company’s goods whieh was to have 
been held to-morrow be deferred till the 23rd December. 2 

Five days later (29th November 1748) the Diary records the receipt 
by patamar of advices from the Chief and factors at Surat, dated 
the 20th, acknowledging receipt of the detachment of military and the 
train with the mortars and shells sent upon the lltwtoralion grab, and 
advising that as the consequences of Safdarkhiin’s cruel disposition in 
case of liis entering the city was so justly dreaded by all sorts of people 
they found it necessary for the security of the Honourable Company’s 
factories and effects to employ those forces in support of Mia Achan, 
whose cause is also unanimously espoused by Sidi Masud, Chelabi, and 
all other principal merchants. The Dutch had declared themselves 
neuter, though it was well known they had assisted Safdarkhan with 
money and ammunition. That they should keep the grabs at Surat as 
they had been obliged to take out part of their crews. And that the 
merchants had desired to have the sale of the Honourable Company’s 
goods put oil till the troubles in town were over. 8 

On the 16th December 1748 the President received word from the 
Chief of Surat, dated 9 th instant, acquainting him of the success of the 
Surat government against Safdarkhan by taking throe of his batteries, 
spiking several of his guns, and killing his chief officer.* 


' Bom, Gov. Diary, 2nd Oct. 1748, Pub. Diary 21 of 1748, 303-304, 

J Bom. Oov. Consultation, 24th Nov. 1748, Pub. Diary 21 of 1748, 368-369, 
5 Bom. Gov, Consultation, 29th Nov. 1748, Pub, Disry 21 of 1748, 370-371. 
4 Bom, Gov. Diary, 16th Deo. 1748, Pub. Diary 21 of 1748, 391. 
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In the following years (1750-1752) the unsettled state of Surat 
continued one of the most important questions for the Bombay 
Government. 

At a Consultation on the 18th April 1750 the Chief of Surat 
having represented to the President that a few more military and 
sepoys may be necessary to countenance the Honourable Company’s 
affairs during the present unsettled state of the Surat government, 
the Board agreed to send on the Drake ketch 18 Europeans with 
an officer and 12 sepoys and that they detain the ketch sloop and 
galivats with the detachment on board them during the rains. 1 * 

A Consultation on the 14th January 1751 reminded the Chief at 
Surat that in respect to the quarrel hetweeu Mia Aehan and Ali Navdz 
Khdn they were strictly to observe the Honourable Company’s orders 
not to make themselves parties in any disputes but to use all their good 
offices in bringing disputes to a happy issued 

In their letter of the 9th April 1751 the Surat Chief and factors 
write: Since the capture of the DarbAr the Sidi and Safdar Khdn’s 
slaves have seized on four merchants and shroffs and forced from them 
upwards of Its. 40,000. That Achan’s people had that day made a 
sally and destroyed the batteries which the other party were raising 
against the castlo, the cannon of which also greatly annoyed them. 
That Achan reports he has provisions and ammunition for two years 
and that he will defend the fort to the utmost. On the other liand, 
the Sidi declares he intends to take and make himself governor of 
the castle and establish Safdar Khdn governor of the Darbdr, That 
the Ghinims, that is ghantm robbers or Mardtluis, are retired out of 
the town and stop provisions and trade of all kinds from coming 
into it, threatening to return with a number of men to revenge the 
Sidi’s burning the house of one of their principal officers. That it is 
reported the Sidi has promised the Dutch that they shall again begin 
on their works in two days ; that the Factors hold the factory in good 
posture of defence, keep their vessels near at hand, and have possession 
of the city gate to the water side near their factory. 3 

At a Consultation on the 17th April regarding the contents of this 
letter the Board decide to direct the Chief and factors to observe a 
strict neutrality since the season is so far advanced that even if they 
were inclined so to do the Board would find it difficult to send them 
any reinforcements. 4 

At a Consultation on the 4th September 1751 the Board read 
letters from the Chief and factors of the 22nd August and the 2nd 
September 1751, telling that as one of their Portuguese soldiers was 
coming from church he was attacked by an Arab belonging to the Sidi 
from whom he snatched his scimitar and wounded him in two places. 
That they immediately sent to the Sidi to complain of this insult who 
instead of giving redress answered that his people were very ungovernable. 
That soon after they were informed the Arabs were assembled in a 
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tumultuous manner, threatening to attack the factory. That on their 
Bombay sepoys making ready the Sidi’s people fired on them as they 
did on Captain Sterling who marched with a guard of 60 men to view 
round their quarters. On this a battle ensued and all Safdar KMn’s 
party joined to attack the factory and continued attacking it from 
adjacent houses till ten at night when they agreed to the Sidi’s desire 
for a cessation of arms for twenty-four hours. They had nine soldiers, 
three Bombay sepoys, and twelve Surat, killed and 40 wounded. That 
Captaiu Sterling was wounded in the foot with an arrow and 
Lieutenant Levick in the shoulder with a musket hall. That Mr. Pym 
had likewise received a shot through the calf of his leg and Mr. 
Delagarde one through the thigh. That their keeping in the houses 
rendered it impossible for them to do any significant mischief as they 
were to leeward of the Sidi and therefore could not conveniently 
dispossess them by fire. That they should do their utmost for the 

S food security of our Honourable Masters’ affairs and that against any 
oss which the Honourable Company might sustain in stock they had 
sufficient in Bombay now on the Mokha and Jidda ships belonging 
to Sidi Masud, Sidi Mafta, and others of that faction to make them 
ample satisfaction. That upon their signal being made Captain 
Sanders had fired ten of the Sidi’s galivats and entirely destroyed 
them. 1 

After weighing the present unhappy situation of affairs at Surat 
the Board Held that the general decay of trade must greatly affect the 
Honourable Company’s sales and that Sidi Masud’s pretensions to the 
government are founded on no other authority than his ambition. 
Considering the great indignity put on the Honourable Company by 
the attack on the factory the Board conclude that should the Sidi 
ever get into the quiet possesion of the government of Surat, we 
shall not be able to carry on our Honourable Masters’ business 
in a froe and reputable manner, and that therefore the only 
expedient for recovering trade at Surat is for us to take possession 
of the castle. To effect this it is agreed to send what forco we can 
spare with proper officers and ammunition under the command of 
Major William Mackenzie.* 

A Consultation on the lltli November 1751 records that Rftmdji 
Pant being come over to Karanja and having intimated his desire 
to the President that some person might be sent to confer on Surat 
affairs and other matters, the President despatched Mr. William 
Andrew Prico with directions to treat on the following articles as 
agreed to by Gfangddhar Pant: 

1. To assist in driving out of Surat Sidi Masud, his son, and 
Safdar IChdn, or if taken prisoners, that they be delivered 
to the English ; 

2, The tankha now enjoyed by the Sidi to be preserved to 
the English; 

3. Mia Acban to remain killedar of the castle ; 


1 Surat Letters in Bom. Gov. Consultation, 4th Sept. 1751, Pub. Diary 24 of 1751, 
305.306. 5 Bom, Got. Consultation 6tb 8ept. 1751, Pub, Diary 24 of 1761, 311. 
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4. All charges and expenses to be made good to the English 
by the Surat government ; 

5. Tho Dutch wall to be demolished by the mortars; 

6. To have a settlement at Jambusar with the same privi¬ 
leges as at Cambay; 

7. We to build our factory at our garden in Surat in such 
manner as we judge proper for our trade; 

8. The castle to be kept by us till every thing is settled and 
all the Honourable Company’s privileges to be preserved in 
full force; 

9. That Nina the Pandit Pradhin (Biliji Bajiriv, 174C -176]) 
shall enjoy one-fourth of the revenues of Surat as offered by 
Achan ; 

10. If any disputes happen betsveen Nina’s people and tho 
Moor’s governor the English are to be umpires. 

On the other hand, that the following articles.be agreed to by 
the Honourable Richard Bourchicr, Governor of Bombay, in 
behalf of Pandit Pradhin (the Nana) and by Gangadhar 
Pant his ugent: 

1. The said Pandit Pradhin shall enjoy one-fourtli part of tho 
revenues of Surat City and the district thereof, for collect¬ 
ing which one of his officers shall assist with a few people 
and a house to be allowed him to dwell in ; 

2 . If any Maritha merchant shall come to Surat with Paudit 
Pradhin’s license he is not to be molested ; 

3. Whatever goods are bought aud sold at Surat for the use 
of his Sarkar and Ri.nuS.ji Pant, no customs to be collected 
and all those merchants under his protection shall pay no 
more than half customs j 

4. Should it upon auy urgent occasion be necessary to call 
any of the said Pandit Pradhiu’s armies for their assistance 
their pay and other charges to be paid out of the whole 
amount of the revenues; 

5. When the Surat government is settled, the English shall 
join their forces with those of Pandit P rad lain and assist in 
reducing Jif&rtibad in South Kithiawar where the English 
shall havo a factory when the Maritliis are possessed of it. 1 

On the 26th November 1751 a Consultation on Surat affairs 
resumes: In spite of our agreement with Ramiji Pant on behalf 
of Nana for his joining us with a body of men in attacking Surat, 
since Nina is at present obliged to draw the greatest part of his 
forces to his frontiers to defend them from tho Moghals, we canned; 
at this juncture expect his assistance. It is therefore agreed that 
the President write to Nek Alamkhin (governor of Broach) to know 
what forces he can send to Surat. 8 

The next day (27th November) the President Hon. Mr. Bourchier 
lays before the Board the following articles of agreement between the 
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Honourable Company and Nek Allam KMn through Khoja Vcrtanes 
Nicolaos his Vakil: 

(1) The Honourable Company to assist in conjunction with your 
forces in driving out of Surat Sidi Masud Safdar Kb tin and their 
sons, and if both or either of them are taken prisoners they are to be 
delivered to the Government of Bombay; 

(2) The tankini now received by the Sidi to be preserved to the 
Honourable Company, and they are to protect the port of Surat by 
the sea side; 

(3) Mia Aclian to remain killedilr of tho Castle of Surat and 
the said Nek Alam Khrin to be governor of the town ; 

(4) All the Honourable Company’s charges and expenses on account 
of these troubles and in making him governor of Surat to be made 
good by Nek Alam Khan; 

(5) The Dutch are not to be permitted to build any wharf; they 
must demolish any works they liave raised; and must obtain no 
privileges in addition to what they have ; 

(6) The Honourable Compan y shall build a factory at their garden 
in such manner as they shall judge proper for their trade; 

(7) The Castle to be kept by the Honourable Company till every¬ 
thing is settled ; 

(8) All the Honourable Company's privileges to be preserved in 
-full. 1 

At a Consultation on the 6th December 1751 the President suggests, 
as the situation of affairs at. Surat is drawing to a crisis, a committee 
be appointed to proceed to Surat Bar with full powers from the Board 
for accommodating all the unhappy disturbances of the city in the 
manner most advantageous to the Honourable Company. The Board 
desire until Tuesday next (the 10th) to consider this proposal. 2 3 At the 
meeting on the 10th the Board unanimously approve the President’s 
proposal for a committee proceeding to Surat Bar. The President 
then proposes that Major William. Mackenzie be a member of the 
committee and also take upon him the command of tin? whole force 
there and of that now proceeding. In this the Board also concur as 
it is judged his presence is absolutely necessary on the present service; 
it being the Honourable Company's intention that he should 1* more 
immediately consulted ou all military operations without which in all 
probability affairs are not likely to lie brought to an advantageous issue. 
Upon this Major Mackenzie acquaints the Board that he must decline 
going on this service esteeming the number of men and officers inferior 
to his command. Decided that a detachment of 100 military, 33 people 
of the train, and 300 good sepoys with proper supply of ammunition 
and lliree months’ provisions go up with the committee; likewise a 
considerable supply of wood agreeable to Captain Best’s request.* 

At a Consultation on the 5th March 1752 the Board approved tho 
following proposals for a treaty of peace with Sidi Masud 4 : 

Q) The treaty made by Mr. Lambc and Council and witnessed 


1 Bom. Gov. Diary, 27th Nov. 1751, Pub. Diary 24 of 1751, 418-419. 

3 Bofn. Gov. Consultation, 6th Dec. 1751, Fob. Diary 24 of 1751, 443. 

3 Bom. Oov. Consultation, 10th Dec. 1751, Pub. Diary 24 of 1751, 445-446. 

i Bom. Gov. Consultation, 5th March 1752, Pub. Diary 25 of 1752, 86. 
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by the European chiefs to he null and void, and the Rs. 30,000 then 
paid to Sidi Masud Kirin to include our peshkash to September next, 
till when nothing is to be demanded of us ; 

(2) Its. 2,00,000 to be allowed and paid us immediately in con¬ 
sideration of our charges during tins war as also for the losses in 
our Latty (or customs) ; 

(3) The two sons of Mia Aehan to have posts of considerable 
honour and credit under the government and granted at our desire ; 

(4) All the coachos oxen and horses taken from the English to be 
returned; 

(5) The Company’s Phirman privileges to be preserved and our 
goods to pass the Mulla or water-gate as heretofore ; 

(6) The Company’s garden and house with whatever may belong 
to them to be delivered to us ; 

(7) Our Chief and people to be released and our Latty with our 
factories to be secured to us ; 

(S) All hostilities to cease and all batteries to be taken away ; 

(9) All people under our protection that have absconded during 
these troubles must be suffered to return and to remain in future 
without molestation; 

(10) That the Castle lie given to Sidi Masud Kirin and the 
City to Safdar Kirin, but that Safdar Kirin be turned out as soon 
as convenient; 

(11) That the Dutch wall shall be pulled down. 1 

A Consultation of the 31st October 1752 records the following decision 
on Angria’s affairs : Mantiji Angria having been guilty of many insults 
to the vessels belonging to the inhabitants of this iblaud, and in particular 
lately seized four vessels coming from Maskat which he plundered of 
goods to the amount of Rs. 1500 ; It is resolved to deter him from the 
like in future by the issue of orders to the commanders of the Honour¬ 
able Company’s vessels to treat him as a common enemy by taking 
sinking and destroying his grabs and galivats or otherwise distressing 
him. This we doubt not will soon bring him to reason. 3 

At a Consultation held on the 28th January 1751 in view of the 
Surat disorders, and also with the object of centering trade at Bombay, 
the Council agree that the True Briton’s cargoes be landed at Bombay 
and disposed of at public outcry on Friday the 1st of March next, of 
which the Secretary is directed to give proper notice. The Council 
also directed that a letter be wrote to the Chief and factors at Surat 
enclosing them a list of the said cargo and ordering them to give proper 
notice at that place of its intended sale. Likewise that a list of such 
articles as the supercargoes request in part of the True Briton’s 
returning cargo and can most properly be provided at Surat be enclosed 
to the Chief and factors and they be ordered to comply therewith as 
near as possible if to be procured at such prices as will turn to an 
account at the rates mentioned in the Canton price current. Copy of 
such goods to be sent to Bombay during the month of March at 
latest. 3 
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A Consultation on the 15th February 1751 on the competition of 
foreign broadcloth from the Persian Gulf records this decision : 

Several parcels of French and other foreign broadcloth having of 
late been imported from Basra and Surat, whose slightness of fabric 
enables the importers to sell at cheaper rates than tho Honourable 
Company, and as, if this traffic is permitted to continue on easy terms, 
it is likely in time to greatly prejudice the Honourable Company’s 
trade in woollen goods, the Bombay Government resolve that a duty 
of nine per cent be assessed on all sorts of woollen goods imported by 
any person or persons except the Honourable Company, and the same 
duty on exporting any of said woollen goods again to any other parts, 
and that no person may plead ignorance hereof, they order that this 
resolution be published by beat of drum through Bombay and Mahim 
and afterwards affixed at the usual places. 1 * 

On the 15th December 1752 the President acquaints the Board 
that he has received advice from Shankteji Pant, the commander of 
Bassein, that a peace is concluded between the Mavdthris and Moghals. 
As this agreeable news will be attended with the opening of the inland 
trade especially for woollen goods, the Council resolved to acquaint the 
Chief and factors at Surat that they shall put up to public sale the broad¬ 
cloth and long ells and likewiee the elephants teeth, which are now in 
demand, on Wednesday the 3rd January next, being the day affixed for 
the disposal of other articles. 3 * 

On the 4th March 1752 the Court write to Bomljay: Having great 
reason to believe that the commanders and officers of our ships carry 
out in a clandestine manner large quantities of goods, particularly 
woollens, greatly to the Company’s prejudice, you are hereby directed 
to observe it as a standing rule to take and cause to be taken au exact 
account of all private trade landed from every ship at Bombay or any 
of tlie subordinate settlements, and transmit copies thereof to ns for 
our information. If any unlicensed goods are found, they must he seized 
and confiscated for the use of the Company. In order to discover un¬ 
licensed trade, we do hereby promise and agree to pay to any person 
or persons that shall discover any goods or merchandise carried out in 
any of our ships, by the commanders officers or any other persons 
whatsoever, without our license, so as the same shall be seized and 
confiscated to the use of the Company, one moiety or half part of tho 
net produce of the same, law charges and all other charges whatsoever 
Ikm ng first deducted, to be paid in England to such person or persons 
or their representatives. And in case any goods or merchandise shall 
be so discovered and confiscated, you arc to send us exact accounts 
thereof, and such full and neoessary information of the whole trans¬ 
action as may enable us readily to comply with our beforementionod 
promise. 5 

In the same letter (4th March 1752) the Court add: It gives us 
great satisfaction to observe that the demand for Europe goods at 


1 Bom. flov. PonRultation, 15th Fob. 1751, Pub. Diary 24 of 1751, 50. 

a Horn. (iov. Diary, 15th Dec. 1762, Pub. Diary 25 of 1752, 385-3S6. 

3 Court to Bombay 4th Mar* 1762 paras. 13 and 14, Pub. Dep. Court’s L. Vol. 4 of 

1752 -1756, 3 - 4. Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715 -1721, 46. 
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the Bombay market continues increasing. As we have so often 
pressed yon to encourage the sale of European goods, particularly of 
woollens, we shall now only say that in so doing you will merit the 
favour of your Employers as well as serve your country. 1 2 

In 1753 (March 14th) the Court write to Bombay: We cannot 
help most earnestly reminding vou of our frequent recommendations 
for your encouraging substantial traders to reside under our protection 
at Bombay. We cannot but believe this may be easily effected if set 
about heartily, especially when it is considered how much more secure 
they will be in their persons and estates than they are or ever can be 
under the precariousness and oppressions of the neighbouring govern¬ 
ments. The advantages resulting to us in drawing trade to Bombay by 
these means, are too obvious to require particular mention.® 

On the 4th September 1753, at a meeting of the Board, agreeable to 
the orders of the Court of Directors per Stafford, the exemplification of 
His Majesty's Royal Charter was read to the Board and the copy 
examined by it, a few mistakes being carefully corrected. The Board 
Tesolved that Friday next be appointed for publishing this Charter of 
■which the Secretary is directed to give the proper notice. 3 4 

Accordingly on the 7th September 1753 His Majesty's Royal Charter 
was published at the New Bandar a tent being pitched for the Gov¬ 
ernor and Council covenanted servants and others. The regiment 
was drawn up and fired three volleys of small arms and the Fort 21 
pieces of ordnance. 1 

On the 26th March 1755 the Court addressed the following letter 
-to Bombay : It is very agreeable to us to observe that notwithstanding 
the superstitious attachment of the Indians to the places of then- 
nativity, the number of inhabitants are greatly increased and that 
some very substantial people have settled among you to the great 
advantage of the island. As it is our earnest desire that as many 
people as possible, especially those of circumstance, be encouraged 
to settle at Bombay, we strongly recommend it to you, to use the 
most prudent equitable and encouraging methods for that purpose. 
In particular wc direct that so long as it incommodes not the 
defence of tho place, you suffer new-comers to build houses wherever it 
shall be _ convenient to them ; that they have free liberty to build 
and repair their own ships themselves in what manner and how they 
please, and be supplied out of our stores with what materials they want 
at the rates and prices allowed to Europeans ; that they have likewise 
free liberty of appointing, as commanders, subjects of Great Britain 
and Ireland for their own ships agreeable to their own choice and 
election, without any persons whatsoever interfering in the same. And 
in general, that they have all the reasonable privileges that can pos¬ 
sibly be given them. In addition the Court specially takes notice 


1 Court to Bombay 4th March 1752 para 54, Pub. Dep. Court’s L. Vol. 4 of 1752 - 
r56, 10. 

2 Court to Bombay 14tli March 1753 para. 85, Pub, Dep. Court’s L. VoL 4 of 1762- 
'56, 90. 

®Bom, Gov. Consultation, 4th Sept. 1753, Pub. Diary 26 of 1753,287-288. 

4 Bom. Gov. Diary, 7th Sept, 1763, Pub. Diary 26 of 1753, 294. 
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that Mulla Fakr-ud-din appears highly deserving of encouragement. 
We shall expect to hear he meets encouragement at Bombay in all respects 
to his satisfaction. And as freedom in trade is another the most pro¬ 
bable method and inducement for increasing the number of inhabitants 
and encouraging a general resort to the island, you are hereby directed 
to suffer all persons to buy and sell publicly or privately as they 
themselves shall choose, to deal freely and without restraint with 
whoever they shall think proper, and, if any of our servants shall 
prevent or endeavour to prevent such a freedom of trade on any 
pretence whatsoever, they will incur our highest displeasure. Tho 
more effectually to prevent all combinations monopolies and attempts 
against the freedom of trade, you are to affix up in the most public 
places, in the usual languages, publications for the notico of all persons 
of these our intentions that they may be entirely free from appre¬ 
hensions of being hindered, imposed upon, or oppressed by the Gov¬ 
ernor, the meml>ers of the Council, our inferior servants, or any other 
persons whatsoever. You are to transmit to us for our information 
copies of such publications. Tho same rules are, allowing for difference 
of circumstance!', to bo observed by our servants at the subordinate 
settlements 1 

On the 25th September following (1755) the Bombay Diary 
records : Issued a publication, translated in the several languages, and 
notified by heat of drum offering the many advantages contained in 
the 86 th paragraph of the Honourable the Court of Directors’ commands, 
received the I 6 U 1 instant, for tho encouragement of merchants and 
other persons of substance to settle on the island of Bombay . 2 

A Consultation of the 13th May 1755 records : The house situated 
near the horse stable being in so ruinous a condition that it will 
cost Its. lOtlO to repair it, and when repaired will accommodate one 
servant only; it is judged more for the Honourable Company’s interest 
to dispose of it, together with the compound, which, as the black 
inhabitants are much in want of ground within the walls, we judge 
will induce them to hid liberally. We order therefore that the Secretary 
affix notifications as usual that we will put it up to public outcry on 
this day seven nights . 3 

A week after (20th May 1755) several people attending in conse¬ 
quence of the notifications fixed for the sale of the house agreeable to the 
resolution at the Board’s last meeting, they were admitted and being 
first informed that the purchaser must pay the Honourable Company’s 
quit-rent as usual for the ground which measures 838 square yards, 
and that wo should allow two months’ credit, the house out-house and 
compound with some old stores belonging thereto were put up. Mr, 
Hugh Symmons being the highest bidder at Us. 2705, was ordered to 
take charge thereof in his own name . 4 

On the 26th March 1755 tho Court writes: To our great 


1 Court to Bombay 26th Mareh 1755 para 86, Pub. Dep. Court's L. Vol. 4 of 1752 - 
1756, 219-220, Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol, 1 of 1715-1721, 160 ■ 161. 

5 Horn. Gov. Diary, 25th Sept, 1755, Pub. Diary 28 of 1755. 363. 
a Bom-Gov. Consultation, 13th May 1755, Pub, Diary 28 of 1755, 2Q9. 

Bom. Gov. Consultation, 20tb May 1765, Pub, Diary 28 of 1756, 217 ■ 218, 
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satisfaction you have for long been on very good terms with the 
MarAtli^s. A strict friendship with the Maratlids has been and in all 
respects mil continue to be of the highest advantage to the Company ; 
especially in the probability of their becoming masters at some time 
or other of Surat. We therefore recommend the cultivation of 
Mardtha friendship as a point of the greatest importance, 1 * 

On the 6tli December 1755 the President acquaints the Board that 
by articles of agreement with the Mardthas in March last, when our 
troops went with them on an expedition against TulsSji Angria, it was 
stipulated that the forts at Paneote (Bankot) and Ilimmatgad with 
their dependent villages should be yielded to our Honourable Masters and 
the other conquered places to the Mardthds. 3 4 In consequence of this 
stipulation the Mardthas have offered and are now ready to comply with 
their engagement. The chief motivo for this stipulation is the 
advantage of securing a certain supply of cattle and other provisions 
in which the island of Bombay is wanting, and the need of obtaining 
which from the Sidis at Itsjpuri has often exjmsed us to their insolence. 
Till about eighteen years ago, when Angria gained possession of Bankot 
from the Moors, it was a, port of considerable trade, and there is much 
reason to conclude its neighbourhood to Poona and Ssitara, where most 
of our woollen goods and other Knrope staples arc carried, and the 
large export of salt from Bombay will render it a beneficial settlement. 
Hoping the possession of it will prove agreeable to our Honourable 
Masters, the Board resolve and the President, nominates Mr. William 
Andrew Price Chief of Bankot as he is perfectly acquainted with the 
manners and customs of the country-people and their language. This 
is unanimously approved, and Messrs, Henry Moore and Nicholas 
Starkie are appointed to his assistance, also a company of military, 
another of sepoys, and a detachment of the train to beheld in readiness 
to garrison it. As Captain Jacques De Funck, our engineer, is wanted 
for the immediate service of Bombay, Captain Hugh Cameron Clerk 
of the Works to proceed to carry on necessary additions and repairs to 
the Bdnkot fortifications, and Mr. John Hardeastle, who has served 
many years as surgeon at Gombroon and Anjengo, to be entertained 
as surgeon at Bankot. 3 

About the close of 1755 Government resumed consideration of an 
expedition against Ghcria on the Ratnagiri coast.* 
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1 Court to Bombay 20tli Mar. 1756 para 70, Tub. Dep. Court’s L. Vol. 1 of 1752-56,214, 

1 Binkot afterwards Fort Victoria in the north of Jtatmigiri seventy-three miles 
south-east of Bombay. Bombay Gazetteer, Itatn.tgiri, X. 320-321. 

3 Bom. Gov. Consultation 01 li Dec. 1756, Pub. Diary 28 of 1755, 406-467. 

4 On the 10th March 1755 the President laid before the Committee three letters 
from N4na general of the MarjitlDs, earnestly desiring us to join tho Company’s forces 
with theirs and endeavour to subdue and demolish Tulaji Angria. It was then resolved 
that Messrs. Price and Ho-ugh proceed to Bdinajipant, who was appointed by JJhna to 
adjust all matters with tlin I’resident, with full puwer and authority to settle things in 
the best manner for the Honourable Company’s interest. The President further ac¬ 
quaints the Committee that at a late interview with Rimdjipant he was very pressing 
for our attacking Ghcria in conjunction with Kiina’s forres, On considering the late¬ 
ness of the season and some of our cruirers being dispersed oil different services, it was 
impossible to execute this plan. It was at length determined that the Mardthas should 
attack Severmook (Suvarndurg), while we blockade.it by sea to prevent Angria’s 
throwing in any succour that way. Resolved therefore that the Protector, the ketch 
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The Bombay Diary of tho 1st December 1755 records: It not 
being in our power to proceed any further in regard to the 
expedition against the French and their allies in Dceean and Areot, 
the President acquaints tha Committee that he has conferred with 
Admiral Watson concerning the design against Gheria, which the 
Committee appointed last season under orders received by ship 
llardwicke, were instructed to undertake in conjunction with the 
Manithis. The President lias learnt from the Admiral that if tha 
Admiral assists therein with His Majesty’s squadron, a clause 
in his instructions obliges him to stipulate that our Honourable 
Masters shall make good what ammunition may be expended, and 
that the men-of-war shall be refitted in case of damage. As such a force 
shall be a means of our reducing Gheria with greater ease, the President 
gave his word of honour to the Admiral those conditions should be 
complied with. This the Committee unanimously approve and 
Confirm. A week later, 9th December 1755, another Consultation was 
held to settle the command of tho troops to lie sent on tho 
expedition against Gheria. The entry in the diary of that date runs: 
The President acquaints the Board that as ho lias remarked that 
Colonel Clive is the one appointed by the Honourable the Secret 
Committee to command in case of our proceeding on their plan against 
the French and their allies in the Deccan and Areot, and that in the 
supplement to their commands under the 26th March last (1755) 
which is now read, they are pleased to mention that they think it 
improper that Sir dames Foulis should be absent from the island 
during the unsettled state of affairs with the French in Europe; and 
Colonel Clive making a tender of Iris service, whieh he says he thinks 
is but his duty on this occasion, as well as any other, from the 
Honourable Company’s having obtained him a superior commission to 
Sir James Foulis, it is unanimously decided that agreeably to tho 
commands of the Secret Committee Sir James Foulis shall not be 
absent from the island and that Colonel Clive’s offer Ire accepted. 

Five weeks later, 15th January 1756, the President informs the 
Committee that, in consequence of the assurances given him as regards 
ammunition and damage in attacking Gheria, ltear Admiral Watson 
had agreed to proceed with the squadron under his command to act in 
conjunction with the Mardthds. It being the opinion of the President 
and Mr. Samuel Hough that there is depth enough at low water to 
admit of His Majesty’s capital strips going sufficiently near the batteries 
to make a breach, and tho Committee unanimously agreeing that, by 
embarking the detachment of His Majesty’s Royal Regiments of artillery 
together with such of the Honourable Company's forces as can lie spared, 
the Maratha army investing the place at the same time, the attack 
of Gheria with such a force will be attended with the greatest prospect 
of success. Admiral Watson, in obedience to Ilis Majesty’s instructions 
to Irim dated the 2nd March 1754, agrees to undertake this service. 


Swalloin, ami the prahm Triumph be immediately pot in readiness for this service. On 
tlio 21 at March 1765 the instructions to Commodore or Omnmander William James bearing 
on tins expedition worts signed and delivered. Suvarndurij fell tbe 6tli April 1755, 
Secret and Political llinry 1 of 1755 ; Forrest's Mardtlm Series, I. I’t. 1.87,89 ; Bombay 
Gazetteer, Kativlgiri, X. 196, 839, 
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The three following weeks were spent in preparation. On the 
7th February 1756 the expedition started and within a week 
Gheria had fallen. The Diaries of the 7th and 15th February ] 756 
have the following entries : About eight this morning (7th February 
1756) sailed His Majesty’s ship Knit, Rear Admiral Watson, which, 
on weighing anchor, was saluted from the fort with 15 guns, the 
Cumberland, Rear admiral Poenck, with the Ti/ger and Salisbury 
mon-of-war, the Hardwicke store and hospital ship, Viper, Warren 
and Despatch ketches, Triumph prahm, and 20 fishing hoat6 with 
sepoys to join His Majesty’s ship Hridyewater, sloop King Fisher, and 
the Honourable Company’s cruizers o2 Gheria, and proceeded on the 
expedition against Tubiji Angria, 

On the 13th February 1756 at 6-23 F.sf. tho flag in Gheria fort was 
struck, and an officer with sixty men marched into the fort and took 
possession. At 6-36 r.v. English colours were hoisted at the fort. 
On the 14th February 1756 Colonel Clive with all the laud forces 
marched into the fort, despatched away an express boat with advices to 
the Honourable Richard Bourehier, Esquire, President and Governor of 
Bombay, of having taken Gheria and burnt all Angria’s fleet, which 
consisted of the Restoration, eight ketch grabs, and two large three- 
mast grabs on the stocks ready for launching besides a number of small 
craft. 

The following entry from the Bombay Diary of the 19th February 
1756 relates how the success at Gheria was proclaimed at Bombay: 
The President having received advices from Hear Admiral Watson that 
the Fort at Gheria surrendered to him the 13th instant (February 1756) 
21 guns were fired this evening (l 9th February) from the Castle and 
the military discharged three vollics on the parade to manifest our joy 
on this happy oecasiou. 1 

On the 9th April 1756 Captain Jacques Dc Funck, Company’s Engi¬ 
neer, wrote to the President and Council: Captain Cameron asked me 
whether the Company’s garden or the next batty grounds would be 
any hindrance to the cannon at Dongri as the Governor thought proper 
to line out the streets upon the paddy grounds for the people’s houses. 
I told him the houses would cause no interference. At the same time, 
as the place lay so low as to he for some months liable to be under 
water, it was my opinion that Old Woman’s Island or Mftzga*n would 
be a healthier situation. 2 

On the 31st March 1756 the Court of Directors wrote on the 
subject of the vend of woollens: As our great object is the vend of our 
woollen manufacture we shall depend upon your endeavours to extend to 
the liest of your power the consumption of woollens, not only wherever 
it may be done in the Persian Gulf, without prejudice to the sales at 
Gombroon and Basra, but also at any ports near Bombay, esjiecially at 
Scindy, which we are assured yearly takes off a considerable quantity of 
woollens and many other European goods, cloth and long ells, lead, 
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1 Bnm. Gov. Tidt. Diary, 7tli and lOtli F(d>. 175C, Vol. 20 of 1706, GO, R7. For full 
details see Secret mid Political Diary t of 1705 mid 2 of I75C, uiul Forrest’s Mar.ttlia 
Series, I. l*t. I. 87 -121, Pub. 1 >iarv 2!l of 1756, 172. 
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steely iron, elephants teeth and cochineal imported hy the Dutch. 1 
Seindy has the further advantage of producing putehuek, the favourite 
Chinese incense, saltpetre, salamoniac, and cumin seeds besides ehints 
ginghams and most sorts of cotton cloth. It is also a very plentiful 
country for rice, wheat, cattle, and other provisions. As in the view given 
ns Seindy may not only be useful in opening a new channel for our trade 
in woollen goods, but in many other respects affords a pleasing prospect 
of further improvements, we recommend you to consider well what 
advantages may result from imports and exports at that place. If you 
are of opinion it may lie for the interest of the Company to cultivate a, 
trade there, you should, at as little expense as ihe nature of the service 
will admit, appoint under your orders a ltesident and an Assistant 
constantly to reside at Seindy. Yon are to communicate to us your 
impartial thoughts upon tins project, and give us an explicit account 
of your proceedings herein from time to time. 2 

On the 31sfc March 1756 the Court explained that rivalry with 
the Dutch was one of the reasons for the Court's anxiety for the 
maintenance of friendly relations between the Bombay Government 
and the MarStli&s. They write: It gives us pleasure to observe that 
harmony and friendship continue between you and your neighbours 
the Mar&thds. We cannot too earnestly recommend you to exer¬ 
cise the utmost care and attention in preserving friendly relations, 
Among other advantages from their friendship wo hope to be 
informed that the Maxdth&s will not permit tho Dutch to establish 
a factory at Bassoin. As this is a point of the utmost importance 
to the Company, wo approve of the measures you have already 
taken in this matter, and shall depend upon your assurances of 
using the most effectual means to prevent the Dutch getting a 
footing in the Manitha dominions. We an; sensible that tho 
exclusion of the Dutch must necessarily be attended with some 
expense, the extent whereof and the manner of its application we 
shall leave to your discretion and good management, reminding 
you only that the present, situation of the Company’s affairs, 
requires the utmost frugality in every outlay. 3 

In the same letter (31st March ]v50) the Court continue: The 
very being of the Company will in great measure, depend upon our 
several settlements being in the best possible posture of defence. 
We cannot too earnestly recommend you in particular to be con¬ 
stantly on your guard that you may be in a condition to defeud the 
island against any hostile attempt. Your attention to. our affairs 
on the Coromandel Coast and the considerable detachments of 
military you had sent thither, at times when they wgre greatly 
wanted, are extremely agreeable to us, and convince us that you 
will always have in view the good of the service in general, when 


* Court to Bombay 31st Mar, 1756 para 60, Pub. Dop, Court's L. Yol, 4 of 1752- 
1756, 299. 

2 Court to Bombay Slat Mar. 1756 para S3, Pub. Dcp, Court’s L. Vol. 4 of 1752- 
1756, 306-307, 

: Court to Bombay Slet Mar. 1756 para 77, Pub. I)ep. Court’s L. Vol, 4 of 1752- 
1756,304. 4 
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your circumstances will admit of, and those of our other Presiden¬ 
cies require assistance. 1 

A Consultation on the 21st August 1/56 has the following entry! 
Reperuse the advices received last night (20th August) from the 
3 clect committee at Fort St. George, After consideration remark 
thereon: These advices do not acquaint ua how many of our 
Hon. Masters’ ships are arrived from England, nor when, nor up 
to what date, they bring intelligence of the secret committee. We 
therefore conclude the select committee must have despatched 
other pnt.amarn immediately on those ships 1 arrival, by whom 
wc may expect to receive a ‘ packet from our ITon. Masters. 
As to the large force which the secret committee are apprehen¬ 
sive the French have sent to India and which the gentlemen at 
Madras expect are destined to attack the settlements on their coast, 
we cannot but think there is equal or more reason to imagine the 
French force will ho employed against this place rather than against 
Madras or Bengal. This seems the more likely considering that the 
French are fully aware that Mr. Watson’s squadron has beeif 
stationed on the other coast all the fair monsoon, and that Colonel 
Alercron’s (Abcrcorn’s ?) regiment is there to assist the squadron. The 
French may also think from the report, which was current on the de¬ 
parture of our last year’s ships, that Colonel Clive with His Majesty’s 
three companies of the Royal Regiment of Artillery proceeded 
immediately thither. They may also be deterred from action against 
Bengal, because of the great risk, to largeships going up thejlngli and 
because of the ease with which Mr. Watson’s squadron might como 
to the relief of Bengal. For these reasons we cannot but conclude 
that the French will look on Bombay as the easiest conquest, and that 
we have the most reason to expect an attack, especially as we well 
know that the French have long been anxious to get a seaport on 
this side of India capable of sheltering their ships from the monsoon. 
We have fully acquainted the gentlemen at Madras that it is not 
in our power to send them even the Protector except fitted as a 
merchant ship. As to their present strenuous requisition for both 
the Protector and the llevcnge, it appears to us very improbable 
that Mr.' Watson will not be sufliciently reinforced from Europe, 
especially as the secret committee mention they had applied to the 
Ministry. We are fully concerned for the bad situation of our 
Hon. Masters’ affairs in Bengal and are aware they have required 
a reinforcement from Madras. Still the ships recently arrived at 
Madras have doubtless brought out the usual number of recruits, 
and from the best accounts we can get of tbeir strength it consists, 
including the Ring’s troops, of about 2300 Europeans. On the 
other hand, as Sir James Foulis’ accompanying statement shews, in¬ 
consequence of draughts sent to Gheria and Fort Victoria our garri¬ 
son consists of only 157 L men, including all the military, sick and 
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well, of every denomination. 1 In these circumstances our unanimoti9 
opinion is that we are not able to reinforce the genfclemeu at Madras 
in the manner they desire, though, agreeable to our former resolution, 
we still intend sending the Protector. 

Tn the present state of affairs thinking it highly incumbent on us 
with the utmost expedition to take all proper measures for rendering 
Bombay as defensible as possible, especially on the side next the 
sea, resolved, as the works which Captain Jacques De Funck intends, 
though we believe extremely well calculated,cannot becornpleted for 
a very considerable time, that fascine batteries made of cocoanut 
trees and bamboos and mounted with heavy cannon be erected 
between the bandar and the fort, and wherever else the artillery 
officers consider the coast most exposed to the attack of largo ships. 
Resolved further that steps be taken to ascertain that Captain Be 
Funck has the proper number of cartridges tilled with shot, wads, 
ironcrows, and handspikes as are wanted for working all the cannon 
at the lirst alarm; that the two prahms to be got ready to block 
np tho entrance between the two Bier Heads ; that Major Chalmers 
with the King’s and our own artillery captains (the Chief Engineer 
being one) be consulted regarding our present situation and what 
is necessary to render the place more defensible. And that the 
Hon. Company’s covenanted servants and other inhabitants be 
destined to such services as the President may think fit when 
occasion requires. 3 

At the same Consultation (21st August 1756) the President 
acquaints the military gentlemen that the unsettled state of affairs 
between us and the French in Europe renders it probable the 
French might make an attempt on this place, and that the com¬ 
mittee had proposed erecting fascine batteries, the letter to guard 
against attack. This the military gentlemen judging very proper, 
they were desired to state what places in their opinion were best 
suited for such batteries. Major Chalmers was further acquainted 
that in case of service His Majesty’s troops should act where lie 
liked best, and the Hon. Company’s troops elsewhere. Captain 
Jacques De Funck’splan of the town was called for and inspected. 
The gentlemen choosing to reconnoitre the ground next the sea, 
as well as to take the soundings of the harbour, before they came 
to a determination as to the works necessary 7 to lie set about and 
the best situation for them, they were desired to proceed accord¬ 
ingly, and 3Ir. Hough offering to give thorn .all the information in 


i 


Tho abstract of all tho troops on Bombay, August 21st, 1756, is : 

fcff. ■rttivo, Sick, 


King’s x\rtllleiy.. ... 220 — 56 — 

Company's Artillery . 193 — 16 — 

Infantry ... .. 1030 — 54 — 


Total. 

276 

211 

10x4 


Total 1445 126 1571 

Of these tronps 986 are Europeans and 585 meaties (half castes) and topasses (hat 
wearers). Of the whole number 337 arc on duty in town, 268 on outposts, 120 are 
« I:, and 820 are in reserve. Bom. Gov. Consultation 21st Aug. 1756, Secret and 
Political Diary 2 of 1750, 126. 

• Boin.Gov. Consultation 21st Aug. 1750, Secret and Political Diary 2 of 1766, 
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his power, his offer was readily accepted. The military gentlemen 
were next informed that, on account of their expectations of the 
French, the select committee at Fort St. George had desired us to 
assist them with two principal cruisers and a reinforcement of 
Europeans, In order that they might form a proper judgment, if 
it was in our power to .send the cruisers, the state of the garrison 
given in this morning was laid before them, and they were asked 
whether in our present situation they thought it prudent to comply 
with the Madras Coinmittee’B request. All conclude that it was 
highly necessary for the safety of this island that we should keep 
all the force we had on it, and that, was it their own case, they 
would not part with a single man. Finally, as 60 artillery lascars 
are on duty at Gheria, the services required from the artillery 
people are more than that corps is able to perform. Ordered that 
100 lasears be hired to assist in this emergency. 1 

At a Consultation held five days later, 28th August 1756, the follow¬ 
ing letter from Sir James Foulis and other military officers to the 
President and Council, datod Bombay 21st August 1756, was read: 
Judging that an European enemy who should form any attempt against 
this place would do it on the side towards the sea, as the town has at 
present but little defence on that side and ships of force can cast anchor 
very near the fort, we have carefully examined what seemed most proper 
for strengthening the sea side. Under the Tank Bastion? rocks that 
advance some yards into the sea are dry at low tide and at high have 
about four or five feet of water over them. On these rocks a battery 
of cocoanut trees earth and stones may soon be raised and will be of 
great use against any ships that might attack the fort. The site has 
been measured by Captain De Funck, who reports it can be so disposed 
as to hold twelve guns. In case of an attack in boats this battery will 
have the advantage of beiug well Hanked with 6mall arms. A sketch 
of the fort and proposed batteries done by Captain De Funek, engineer, 
accompanies. 2 On the other side of the fort, betwixt the Flag 
Stall Bastion and the further end of the bandar, if the ground is 
cleared of the Grand Chauki and some other ruinous buildings, there 
will be room for thirty-four or thirty-six guns. Other spots may bo 
found proper for batteries. But as the two places above mentioned 
me conveniently situated for the defence of the fort and the harbour, 
and as their batteries will lie low, and their works can soon bo 
finished, we judge it will be proper to set about these first rather 
than to take too much in hand. If we are straitened for time it is better 
to have a small number of works all in good condition than a great 
number all uudefensible. These will add forty to fifty gubs to the de¬ 
fence of the fort, and may he set about as soon as materials, particu¬ 
larly cocoanut trees, arc brought, 3 After consideration resolved that 
two batteries, one on the rocks next the Tauk Bastion, the other 
between the Flagstaff Bastion and the further end of the bandar, be 
approved and ordered to be immediately set about. In this connection 
the President mentions that to keep the expense within the lowest 
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possible bounds, he has ordered eocoanut trees to be provided, being* 
such as are dead and of the least value with respect to l>earing fruit, 
though equally fit to he used for batteries. Resolved, in case of an 
enemy attempting to land, that the field train he got ready in all 
respects to march on the first notice wherever it may bo wanted and that 
the Major enquire exactly into the state of the militia and their arms. 1 

At a Consultation, the 6th September 1756, read the following 
further letter from Majors Sir James Foulis and John Chalmers to the 
President and Council, dated Bombay 3rd September 1756 : If there 
is the least reason to apprehend that this place may bo attacked by the 
French, it appears past dispute that one grain of gunpowder ought 
not to be sent oil the island. In order to put this in the clearest light, 
we will consider our own situatiori'and what is likely to be that of an 
enemy that would attack us by sea.. Captain Hough confirms the 
opinion that it is not to bo imagined that any attempt would be formed 
against this place with less than seven or eight ships of considerable force. 
Without magnifying the strength of tire enemy, we may calculate that 
this fleet reckoning but one side of the ships will present against the 
town and castle near four hundred guns. If we have time to finish- 
the batteries begun within these few days, we will be able to answer 
them with five mortars and above ninety guns. In calculating what 
powder our gnus and mortars will expend we find that in the space of 
twelve hour* at the ordinary rate of firing, which must take some inter¬ 
mission for respite both to men and gnus, the powder used will amount 
to alwut nine hundred barrels, besides what may be requisite for the 
use of small arms. With regard to this calculation it is also to be 
observed that in order to husband the small quantity of powder we 
have, we propose to use guns of lower dimensions than we would choose 
to use, if our magazines were filled in such a manner as so important a 
service requires. This too is supposing things in the most favourable 
light for us, that we are to be attacked only by seven or eight ships, 
and that we lose no powder but what is expended on proper service. 
It ought to be considered that our powder, which is now laid up in 
masonry magazines, supposed secure from accidents, must be brought 
out and in great part be laid ready for the use of the batteries, in maga¬ 
zines secured only with beams and earth and made in a hurry, In 
these circumstances nothing is more likely than our losing fifty sixty 
or fourscore barrels at once, blown up by a casual shot or shell from 
the enemy. Our situation would he much worse if, instead of seven or 
eight shins a greater number should come against us. In such a ease, 
though they might not have room to present their whole line at once, 
they could haul ofE their disabled ships, and supply their places with 
fresh ones. This would certainly enable them to hold us in play for 
more than one day. T£ we part with any of our powder now, wo will 
not have enough for two days, and what will our condition be if an 
enemy should attempt to land, when our ammunition is spent. At the 
very highest calculation we do not find tire powder mills can make 
above three hundred barrels a month, tliat is about one-tliird of what 
we may havo to spend in one day. Moreover the powder-maker assures 
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us that during this rainy season within any limited time lie cannot 
answer for finishing any powder at all. Madras may have pressing 
occasion for gunpowder, but please to consider that when you did ub 
the honour to ask our opinions and that of the Captains of the King's 
and Company’s artillery at the Committee, August 21st, you seemed to 
be of the same sentiments with us that for the reasons then given it 
was mo6t likely an attempt might bo formed on this place. If you 
think this the case, your own urgent necessities are first to be provided 
for. We are therefore of opinion that bo far from, being able to spare 
any of your small stock of powder, no care ought to be omitted to 
increase what you have, ftesolved for the reasons stated in the above 
letter no gunpowder can be spared for Madras. 1 

At a Consultation, the 6th October 1756, the President acquaints 
the Board that the occasion of this meeting is to inform them that ho 
last night received a packet from the Honourable the Secret Committee 
(in England) enclosing some of Uis Majesty'6 printed declarations of 
war against the French King. These declarations of war being kid 
before the Board, directed that the Secretary require all the Honourable 
Company's covenanted servants and other European inhabitants to 
attend at the Horn Work to-morrow morning by nine o'clock to hear 
the same proclaimed and that he likewise send an order to the clerk 
of the market for beating the b&ttica to summon the Black inhabit¬ 
ants for tliat purpose. Also that one of the declarations be sent to 
oaeh subordinate settlement by the first conveyance. 3 

At a Consultation, the 12th October 1756, read the following letter 
from Captain Jacques Do Funck to the President and Council, dated 
Bombay 7th October 1756 : Yesterday, as a French War is declared, 
your Honours wero pleased to order me to deliver this day a plan 
of Bombay showing the situation of the fortified works and to 
mark out the necessary batteries to oppose any enemy. As I 
mentioned in my last description submitted to the Board, the 
fortified work round the town is in a very bad condition, and 
the most of the sea side is quite open. At the sea side to the 
right and left of the fort are two batteries in A and B of the 
draught 3 and now in execution by your Honours’ approbation. 
To make the front of the fort still more defensible I here propose 
one battery in C, which shall cover tho foot of the curtain from all 
danger from attack. As this battery is to lie horizontally out 
upon tho point of the rock it will force the enemy to keep oil to a 
further distance. On this side of the fort under the curtain is 
alroady contrived a little souterain with a gate, which will render 
it more convenient for a passage to and from this battery. This 
battery is to be made of the stems and leaves of the cocoanut tree 
in the same manner as I have begun for the other battery below 
the fort by the Tank Bastion. It will be very necessary that the 
upper pact of the Governor’s house is taken down, as its ruins will 
prove a very ready material to throw over the curtain and fill tho 
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open space which forms the battery. Upon the bed of rocks, before 
the Mandvi anil Royal bastions, I have proposed two similar 
cocoa-pabn batteries marked D and E. These two batteries are to 
second the other batteries below round the fort, and likewise the 
intervals between the two abovementionod bastions ami the 
Castle, They will further secure the full Hanked defence at present 
wanting at the faces "of the Mfindvi and Royal bastions. Dongri 
is a dangerous place. It ought to be sustained with some good 
battery to prevent the bill falling into the enemy’s possession. 
The plan will -show in F and G the battery I now propose contrived 
with a full flanked defence which is necessary as that fort had none 
before. This battery may be made of ground and fascines which 
will make tho expense as little as possible. It will he necessary to 
join this battery to the fort with chcvaux de frize, which I have 
ordered to 1ms made. 

On the land side opposite the Banian bastion a small hill rises 
about as high as the Town Wall. On this hill, a work which will 
not take long, a battery mast be cut into the ground. This battery 
will command much of Back Bay northward and southward. It will 
keep the enemy at a distance, find hinder their approaches, or raising 
any batteries near the fortifications of the town. I have proposed 
another battery of the same kind outside of tho Apollo gate, which 
will he at the least expense possible. One thing must be observed, 
that the hedges and trees which surround most of this and the 
north parts ought to be destroyed or they will enable the enemy 
to come under the wall without being seen from any of these works. 

By the entrance of the Old Woman’s Island near Mr. Broughton’s 
house a fine spot commands one part of the entrance of the road 
and likewise Back Bay. Upon this place I propose a redoubt which 
can easily and speedily be cut downwards in the ground. This 
redoubt will keep the vessels far out in tho road and hinder an 
enemy entering the island. 1 

After consideration the Secretary is directed to acquaint Captain 
De Funck that he has mistaken the verbal order we gave him the 6th 
September, which was to deliver in a plan of the whole works as they 
now stand, with the alterations lie proposed making. As Captain 
De Funck represents it to be necessary, agreed the trees and hedges 
within four hundred yards of the town wall be immediately cut 
down conformable to an order of the Board dated the 6th July 1789. 
In regard to the destruction of the upper part of the Fort House, should 
a Boaid of officers deem it absolutely necessary, the President will issue 
orders to have it pulled down. At the same time a proper house must 
lie first found for keeping the Secretary and Aceomptant’s offices. 
Resolved, when the batteries now raising arts finished, that should they be 
found necessary tho others now proposed by Captain De Funck be 
begun-. 3 

At a Consultation held the same day (12tli October 1756) approved 
the following opinion of the Council of War, dated Bombay 8th 


1 Secret and Political Diary 2 uf 1756,173 -175. 

* Horn. Gov. Consultation, 12tli Oct. 1730, Secret and Political Diary 2 011736,172, 



Materials! 


AND ISLAND. 


313 


October 1756: Sir .Tames Foulis acquainted th.e officers that he was 
directed by the Governor to take their opinions of the best method of 
quartering the troops, militia, aud other inhabitants of this island for 
its defence, should an enemy attempt to land upon the island. The 
following arrangements are proposed. The several corps of military 
and militia are to rendezvous at tho alarm post assigned them, from 
whence they may be immediately detached to oppose the enemy in their 
attempt to land. A proportionable train ot‘ field artillery is to 
accompany each party, which is to lie reinforced by part of the garrisons 
of tho adjacent forts. Should the town be attacked, the guards, 
officers included, will amount to three hundred and sixty-three, and as 
it is prohable that the attack may be from the sea, eight hundred more 
would be requisite to work all the artillery that might be brought to 
bear upon ships in aud coming into the Road. Now the garrison 
consisting but of twelve hundred military, it appears that the whole 
must be upon constant duty, without expecting a relief, a fatigue that 
could not possibly be long sustained. This difficulty iudeed is seemingly 
obviated by supposing that attacks made by sea are of a short 
continuance and the re lore the fatigues of the defenders being short may 
be supported. Even granting this, a great inconvenience must 
necessarily happen for this reason that if any place should be too hardly 
pressed by the enemy, there would be no troops to spare for its 
assistance. To remedy this and other ineonveiiicncies, such a disposition 
of the military and other troops must 1* made as to make a relief 

To employ the whole militia without distinction on military 
duties would in all probability rather create confusion than further 
the service. It is therefore thought more proper to pick five 
hundred out of the whole, and four hundred sepoys, and to appoint 
a, proportion of them for guard, to do duty with the regular troops 
in such places particularly as are farthest fvoiu danger. By these 
.means the duty will be cased, and moro men may he spared for the 
service of such places as may want help. After all this 216 men 
will still he wanted to complete our relief. This defect may he 
supplied by European seamen or lascars, of whom no disposition is 
or can he made at present, since it depends upon the number of 
vessels that may bo in port, or the, occasional use that maybe made 
of those people. If ordered ashore for land service, they may he 
appointed to rendezvous behind the marine bankaaul (or storehouse) 
in the street leading to the Apollo gate. The European inhabitants 
who make up but an inconsiderable number, may be reserved for a 
piquet guard. Such of the militia as are unfit for military duty may 
be usefully employed in helping to extinguish fires, in assisting to 
bury the dead or to carry off the wounded, to remount cannon or 
bring ammunition. For these, the upper hazir seems a proper place 
of rendezvous. In case of an attack by land, two hundred meu 
would be sufficient for the service of the cannon and mortars that 
might bo employed against the enemy’s batteries and approaches. 
If, on the other hand, sallies are to l>e made, breaches repaired, and 
retrenchments east up a much greater number must constantly 
httepd for these several services. Nor is it to be forgotten that in 
b 1185-40 
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the preceding estimate no allowance is made for lose of men, nor 
for such as may be disabled by sickness wounds or other accidents. 
In fine, it seems in any case necessary to employ the above 
mentioned number of militia and sepoys or an equal number of 
equally good men in the manner and for the purposes already 
explained. 1 

On the above letter the select committee passed (12th 
October 1758) the following orders: Sir James Foulis delivers 
in the opinion of the Council of War held agreeable to last 
Consultation. This is read and agreed to he carried into execution 
as fast as possible. Also that orders he sent to the subordinates 
(that is subordinate settlements or factories) and elsewhere for 
entertaining all the able bodied and useful men that can he met 
with. 2 

At a Consultation, the 1st November 1756, read the following letter 
from Captain Jacques Do Funck to the President and Council, dated 
Bombay 1st November 1756: Agreeable to your Honours’ commands 
I now deliver the plan of Bombay fortifications 2 as they now stand 
with the additional works which I have proposed to render this place 
more defensible in the same manner as I have long since shown the 
Board. I am now at work upon another project to fortify this place 
on the land side to a larger extent, by which means many of the build¬ 
ings now without the town will be included in it, which I hope will 
prove to your Honours’ satisfaction as well as to that of the inhabit¬ 
ants, With this plan and project I will clearly demonstrate the 
advantage and disadvantage of the expense. I must humbly beg to 
lie excused that this rough sketch I now lay before your Honours is 
not so completely finished as I could have wished. My time will not 
permit it otherwise. I am constantly employed about the fortifica¬ 
tions, and have very little assistance cither in that or in the command of 
the train. 1 cannot charge myself with any neglect or delay in the 
performance of anything my superiors have ordered me and hope to 
be commended by my Honourable Employers for the same. 4 

Itesolved that as Captain He Funck represents lie is so fully 
engaged with the duty of Engineer that he cannot attend properly 
to the train, the Major put the next officer in command of the train 
till Captain l)e Funck has more leisure. This is not in any shape to 
prejudice Captain He Funek’s emoluments arising from the train 
during such interval. 5 

At a Consultation, the 39tli November 1756, reperneed a letter 
from Captain Hugh Cameron, Clerk of the Works, setting forth that 
he had complied with our order of the 13th October for cutting down 
all trees or hedges within four hundred (100) yards of the town wall. 
Agreed, in order to prevent their growing again, that Captain Cameron 
be required to turn up the roots. 6 


1 War Council's Opinion, Bombay 8th Oct. 1756, Secret and Political Diary 2 of 
1756, 175 - 177. 2 Secret and Political Diary 2 of 1756,172-173. 

" This plan not traced (1892). 1 Secret and Political Diary 2 of 1756, 205-206. 

* Bom. Gov. Consultation, 19th Nov. 1766, Secret and Political Diary 2 of 1756, 212. 
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At a Consultation, the 30th November 1756, the President 
informs the Board that since the declaration of war the Chief 
Engineer has represented to the select committee that lie deems 
it necessary that the upper part of the Fort House should be pulled 
down. Resolved that Sir James Foulis consult with Major 
Chalmers and His Majesty’s and the Honourable Company’s 
artillery Captains on a survey of the same and report what part 
they judge ought to be pulled down, as we imagine a considerable 
part of the House may stand without incommoding the defence of 
the fort. 1 

At a Consultation the 7th December 1756 read the following 
survey report on the Fort House, dated Bombay 2nd December 
1756 : After having considered the disposition of the buildings, it 
seemed absolutely necessary that the back part of the accountant’s 
office and of the Secretary’s apartments and the stair leading 
thereto should be pulled down as far as the inner arch of the gate¬ 
way in a line parallel to the curtain ; because in case of an attack 
on the fort, the ruins of these buildings would full on the ramparts 
aud be an obstacle to the defence. The curtain itself ought to be 
strengthened by walling up part of the embrazures and thickening 
the parapet with parts of the materials of the buildings pulled 
down. When that is done and the space cleared by the demolition 
of the places mentioned, they will then be able to judge more 
exactly whether aud how far it is requisite to pull down more. 
Resolved that these recommendations he carried out immediately 
after all the Europe ships are despatched and that in the mean 
time a proper house be provided for keeping the secretary’s and 
accountant’s offices. 2 

A Consultation of the 22nd February 1757 resumes : The regis¬ 
ters belonging to the secretary’s and accountant’s offices being 
ready for removing as soon as a proper house can be hired for 
that purpose and the fair season being much advanced, resolved 
that the chief engineer be ordered to begin pulling down the back 
part of the Fort House agreeable to the artillery officers’ opinion 
and our determination thereon. 3 

A Consultation of the 1st March 1757 continues: Notwith¬ 
standing the report noticed in Consultation of 7th December last 
as Captain De Funck insists that most if not all the upper part of 
the Fort House must be pulled down in order to render the fort 
sufficiently defensible, and as this will make it impossible for tho 
President to continue therein or to keep the public offices where they 
now are, and as there is no proper house to be hired, resolved the 
offices may be kept in any remaining rooms of the Fort House, At 
the same time since the tank-house is wanted to accommodate the 
admirals on their coming here, the President will he destitute of 
a house for his town residence and Mr. J. Spencer’s house is to 
be disposed of on his departure for Anjeugo. This house from 


1 Horn. Gov. Consultation, 30th Nov, 1756, Pub, Diary 29 of 1730, 032-533. 
a Horn. Gov. Consultation, 7t.li Doc. 1750, Pub, Diary 29 of 1750, 53H, 511. 

5 liom. Gov, Consultation, 22nd Feb, 1757, Tub. Diary 30 of 1737, 59. 
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the late additions and improvements may easily he made fit for 
the President. It is therefore unanimously resolved to offer 
Mr. Spencer what the house has cost. Mr. Spencer being present 
accepts this offer and declares he will subscribe to a particular 
account of the cost of the house as it stands on his books, which 
he imagines will be about Bs. 15,000 J 

At a Consultation the ISth July 1757 the President then 
informing the Board that on consulting the chief engineer re¬ 
garding the sand-hill without the town wall and opposite the 
Banian bastion, which from its height and situation might annoy 
the garrison extremely In case of being attacked by the French 
on the land side, the engineer recommended its being levelled. He 
therefore proposes ordering the major to set the militia inline-* 
diately about it and that no person belonging to that corps be 
excused from this service without sending a man in his room, 
This is approved. 2 

At a Consultation, the 23rd August 1757, the new fortification 
paymaster reporting that some sepoys who were sent the middle 
of last month (July) to work at the Prince’s bastion have refused 
to receive the usual pay of 4 pice a day hitherto allowed them on 
being employed in making the old and new dry dock, he is 
directed not to allow them or any other sepoys anything more. 3 

At a Consultation, tho 2nd August 1757, it being necessary that 
we should know the exact number of covenanted servants such a3 
belong to the private merchants’ ships and other Europeans or 
mestee inhabitants capable of bearing arms now on the island, 
exclusive of such us belong to Ilia Majesty’s detachment of artillery 
or serve the Honourable Company in the military marine or 
militia; Ordered that the Secretary require their attendance at the 
fort on Friday morning next in order for their being mustered. 1 

Throe days later (5th August 1757) a Consultation resumes: 
Having this day mustered the Honourable Company’s covenanted 
servants and other persons Iwlonging to the island noticed in our 
last Consultation for the better defence of the place in case of being 
attacked by the French, and finding them to consist almost 
entirely of Europeans and no more than 94 in number, resolved 
that they be all formed into an independent company under the 
command of Charles Cromiuelin, William Sedgwicke, and Georg© 
iScott, and that whenever the attendance of those gentlemen or 
any of them is required by the President, the next eldest cove¬ 
nanted servant in standing command the company in their stead.® 

At a Consultation held the 27th September 1757, the President 
acquaints the Board that in consequence of his request the Nfina 
(TbilAji Pcshwa) has sent him an order to Kamdji Pant, governor 
of tfie neighbouring country, for receiving the European ladies 


1 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 1st March 1757, Pul). Diary 30 of 1757, 03-04. 

2 Bom. Gov. Consultation, lRtli July 1757, Pub. Diary 30 of 1757, 276. 

:1 Until, (iov. Consultation, 23rtl Any. 1757, Pub. Diary 30 of 1775, 322. 

J Bom- Gov. C.-Iisr.ltatioi^ 2ml Aug. 1757, IV.h. Diary 30 of 1757, 291. 
b Bom. Gov. Consultation, 5th Aug. 17.57, Pub. Diary 30 of 1757, 200. 
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and children and affording them suitable accommodation at Th&nft 
in case of our being attacked by the French. 1 

On learning of this proof of the friendly feeling of the Mar&thaa 
the Directors wrote 25th April 1759 : Your complimenting the 
Nona’s general R5mriji Pant in the manner you did on the invita¬ 
tion to his daughter’s marriage meets with our approbation, aa 
such civilities are the best means for conciliating the Marath&s to 
our interest. 11 gives us pleasure to observe the strong and recent 
instance of the friendship subsisting between you and the Marathds 
in the Ndna’s giving an order to Raroaji Pant for receiving and 
accommodating at Thftna the European ladies and children in case 
of your being attacked by the French. Wc shall depend upon your 
assurances for cementing and improving this good understanding 
by all fitting means.* 

Shortly after the Bombay Government received Nona’s friendly 
assurances (27th September 1757) the following letter regarding 
tho war preparations of the French (dated 25th March 1757} reached 
(27th December) the President from the Directors: Great pre¬ 
parations are making for carrying on the war between the British 
and French nations with tho utmost vigour, The French have 
been very industrious in fitting out an armament at Port L’Orient 
for the East Indies. It consists of twelve of the French Company’s 
ships to he joined by six large ships of the King’s and two frigates, 
on board of which four thousand land forces were to be embarked 
under the command of Mr. Lally. 4 

About the same time (27th December) arrived a Despatch of 
the Court’s, dated the 4th May 1757, in which the Directors write ; 
The general situation of public allairs so far as they affect the 
Company, and the necessary directions in this time of danger, as 
well with respect to the French as your concerns with the M&rdth&s 
and other country powers, will be communicated by the gentlemen 
of the Secret Committee to our President and the rest of the 
Select Committee at Bombay. 1 

The Despatch continues: Your care and vigilance are not to be 
confined to your presidency. In this dangerous juncture they 
must extend to the general interest of the Company wherever and 
whenever it is in your power to be of service. For this purpose 
a good harmony must be kept up with our other presidencies that 
you may mutually assist each other. 5 

At a Cousultation, the 21 st October 1757, the President lays before 
the Board translate of four French papers intercepted yesterday 
by a paiamar from some gentlemen at Goa and at the Isle of 
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Franco for Messieurs Lc Verier and Boucard at Surat. These letters 
advise that the first division of the French fleet, which we suppose 
must he the ships which passed Tellicherry the latter end of August, 
is arrived in India ; that a second division was expected at Mauritius 
from Brazil whore they say they heard it was already arrived, and 
that a third was promised to leave France before the end of the 
year. The writer acknowledges he does not credit the last division, 
uiul we think it highly improbable they could have advice of the 
second division being already at Brazil. We hope there may 
be nothing hut gasconade in either the second or the third divi¬ 
sion. We have the satisfaction to perceive they are so greatly dis¬ 
tressed for wheat at Mauritius that they order a very large quantity 
to be purchased and sent by any means possible from Surat. One 
of the letters in cipher, dated at Mauritius 19th August last, 
addressed to a committee of their India Company and strenuously 
recommended to be forwarded overland, is referred to the Select 
Committee to decipher it, with directions that if they fail copies 
may be forwarded to the Honourable the Secret Committee and 
tire Select Committee at Madras that they also may endeavour to 
decipher it. 1 * 

At a Consultation tho 22nd November 1757 the President 
acquaints the Board that so long as the French war continues he 
thinks it proper that the town gates should be shut at beating the 
retreat, but that the wicket be kept open till the usual time. To 
obviate any inconvenience arising from this regulation he intends 
ordering that the gates shall be opened to admit any gentleman and 
his company who has the parole or may be engaged with him at 
Tarell. This is approved. 5 

On the 5th February 1757 several houses near Pongri Fort 
were accidentally burnt. As, if rebuilt in the same place, these 
houses would interfere with the fortifications, Government ordered 
(7th February 1757) the Collector to take the necessary measures 
for preventing their rebuilding. Next day a publication was 
issued requiring all persons, who, under pretence of assisting them, 
lmd robbed the sufferers by the late lire of any effects, to deposit 
the same in the Bouibay custom house on or before Saturday next, 
otherwise any person in whose possession such property might after¬ 
wards be found or who might be proved to have purchased or 
secreted the property would be prosecuted agreeable to law. 3 

In 1757 a new issue and translation of leading publications or 
regulations was prepared. On the 15th April 1757 at a meeting of 
the Board Messrs. Crommelin, Byfeld, and Whitchill were appoint¬ 
ed a committee to inspect the different publications and select certain 
of them for issue. 4 

On the 20th September following (1757) the committee laid 
before the Board such publications as in their opinion ought to be 


1 Rom, Gov. Consultation, 21st Oet. 1757, Pull. Diary 30 of 1767, 392. 

5 Bom, ftov. Consultation, 22r.d Ju>v. 1767, Pub. Diary 30 of 1767, 428. Forrest’s 

Home Series, IJ. 93. * Pub. Diary 30 of 1767, 44 ami 4(1. 

4 Bom. Guv. Consultation, lGtli April 1757, Pub. Diary 30 of 1767,192. 
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renewed for preserving good order and government on the island. 
The Council agreed that the collection should be sent round to the 
members for perusing them at their leisure. 1 

On the 25th November after certain alterations and additions the 
publications were directed to be translated into the country languages 
and read at the usual public places. As they wore bulky, and us 
the inhabitants could not be sufficiently informed of their contents 
by one public reading, it was agreed that copies should be lodged in 
the Collector’s and clerk of the markets’ office, and the inhabitants 
required to read them there that none plead ignorance thereof. 2 

In Surat the year 1755 seems to have been quiet and prosperous. 
On the 4th May 1757 the Court write: We observe with satisfac¬ 
tion the good understanding with the Surat government, and trust 
our affairs are likely to be carried on at that place without the 
interruption and difficulties you have experienced for some time 
past. All prudent measures must be used to continue and preserve 
this tranquillity/' 

The same Despatch (4th May 1757) contains the following refer¬ 
ence to the result of the Capture ol' (rlmria by Colonel Clive (13th 
February 1750) : The umbrage which the Maratluis have taken on 
the capture and plundering of Ghana without their assistance and 
participation, bears an uiipleasing aspect. We observe a treaty 
was on foot when your last adviecs came away to accommodato 
matters. Wo hope it has been attended with success. If it is at 
all times greatly for the Company’s interest to be upon friendly 
terms with the Mardthas, it is more particularly so in the present 
dangerous situation. In this connection we cannot avoid observing 
that the President has shewn his attention to the Company’s 
interest in procuring a grant from the Mardthas for excluding the 
Dutch from trading in their territories. This was a great piece of 
service and meets with our entire approbation. 4 

In the same letter (4th May 1757) the Court continue: Wo 
shall depend likewise upon your using all prudent measures to 
prevent the Dutch settling in the Skli's country at Rajpuri. As 
you represent the applying of some money among the Sidi’s people 
was very necessary on the occasion, we do acquiesce therein as well 
as give you a liberty of making use of this method when it is 
absolutely necessary and done with the utmost frugality, 5 

The 1757 records contain a few references to the increase of the 
Company’s military strength at Surat. A Consultation of the 
26th September records: The chief and factors at Surat acknow¬ 
ledged the receipt of our commands of the 12th by the convoy 
and advised that as soon as some Arabs which they were enlisting 
wero ready to go on board they should return such part of 
the convoy as was ordered. That their thinking the service required 


1 Born. Gov. Consultation 20tli Sept. 1757, Pub. Diary 30 of 1767, 353. 

5 Pub. Diary 30 of 1707, 432, These publications are not given in this Diary. 

* Court to Bombay 4th May 1757 para 80, Pul). Dep. Court's L, Vol.5 of 1757-61,27. 
) Court to Bombay 4 tli May 1767 para 81, Pub. Dep. Court’s L. Vol. 5 of 1757-61,25, 
5 Court to Bombay 4th May 1757 para 85, Pub, Dep. Court’s L. Yol. 5 of 1767-61,27. 
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expedition in tlie despatch of the sepoys had induced them to embark 
five companies on the Monmouth ketch and three country boats 
hired for that pin pose as no other Opportunity was likely to offer. 1 

On the 6th October 1/57 the Council remark; As we esteem the 
Arabs the best country military and as they are not to be allowed 
provisions on shore we would have the chief and factors at Surat 
procure another company of Arabs. 2 

References also continue to difficulties arising from Englishmen 
taking service in Native States. On the 27th September 1757 the 
superintendent reporting that he has been informed the two officers 
of the Anne, snow when formerly attached to the ships Hector and 
Protector, ran away witb their boats and entered into Angina's 
service, Government direct that the superintendent confine them in 
order for their being examined, R 

At a Consultation, the 22nd November 1757, the Council record 
the following: As the town has become very dirty in great measure 
owing to the little regard the inhabitants pay to the scavenger on 
account of his being always a junior servant, agreed that a 
member of the Board be appointed to that office, and that all houses 
within the town be proportionally taxed for maintaining a sufficient 
number of labourers, carts, and buffaloes for keeping the town 
clean. 4 

A Consultation of the 3rd March 1758 records that as fires have of 
late frequently broke out in and near the town and as the principal 
engineer has represented how much the risk of /ire is increased by 
pot or tile-makers carrying on their business among or near other 
houses, agreed that a publication bo issued by beat of drum requir¬ 
ing all potters and tile-makers to move to the suburbs within a 
month from this date under the penalty of a fine or of corporal 
punishment. 5 

That the security which followed the destruction by Colonel 
Clive and Admiral Watson of the pirate stronghold of Gheria on 
the Ratudgiri Coast (13th February 1753) should have proved of 
more advantage to the Dutch and French, who had no shelter on 
the west coast of India, than to the English who enjoyed the security 
of Bombay, though natural, was an unexpected and most un¬ 
palatable result to the Court of Directors. In a despatch of the 
5th July 1758 the Court wrote : It is with infinite concern wo plainly 
see that the destruction of Angria proves a happy event to our 
rivals in trade. .After all our immense expenses the Company’s 
affairs are brought into a worse situation. For although from year 
to year we have been amused with the most specious promises that 
the Dutch should be drove from Tt.djd.pnr, and this indeed is one of 
the strongest articles in your treaty, yet the Ndna has not driven 


1 Bora. Gov. Consultation 2Gt.ll Sept. 1757, l’ub. Diary 30 of 1757, 365- 366. 

5 Tub. Diary 30 of 1757, 375. 3 Pub, Diary 3U ofl 757, 368. 

* Bom. Gov. Consultation 22nd Nov. 17G7, Pub. Diary 30 of 1757, 428. Porrest’a 
Home Series, IL 83. 

i Bom. Gov. Gpnsultoiian 3rd March 1708, Pub. Diary 31 of 1758,108. 
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thorn out. And now Ghcria is gonn, wo are in doubt if he over 
will. Now as wo esteem it a matter o£ tho last importance to 
Bombay that the Dutch should be dislodged for ever from ItAjA- 
pur, wc call upon you in the most serious manner to exert 
yourselves, using every prudent and political step with the 
Manithfis and Sid is to shut out these dangerous competitors in 
trade. Indeed when wc consider the great influence you have over 
the Bidis both of Surat and Bfijjipur, and your cemented interest 
with the Marath<is, it is a matter of wonder that this has not sooner 
been effected. 1 

In the following year (25tli April 1759) the Court add: We fill all 
depend upon your seeing that article of the G her hi Treaty with the 
Marath&s at all times effectually observed and executed, whereby they 
promise never to permit the Dutch to have any settlement or to 
carry on any trade in their dominions through Ihijapur or any other 
port. Your utmost endeavours must be continued to prevent and 
frustrate all Dutch attempts to settle at Hussein. 3 

The recent novel and crushing disasters, tho capture of Madras in 
175 h 3 and of Calcutta in 1756/ brought to the front the urgency of 


1 Court to Bombay 6ili July 1753 para JO, Pub. Hop, Court'B I.. Vol. 5 of 1757 -1761, 134. 
In this Despatch the Court seem to confuse tho MarAtllft liAjapur ■w here tho Dutch 
1 1 oof a factory with the Sidi Utfjpnri (Janjiru) where the Dutch never had a Settlement. 
In tho record the name is written llojeporo once and Rojupuro twice, 

s Court to Bombay 35th April 1759 para 91, Pub. Dep. Court’s L. Vol. 5 of 1757 - 
1701, 182, 

5 In January 1750 tho Bombay Government write to tho Court: Tt is the greatest 
satisfaction to' us to observe your Honours’ approval of our sending a reinforcement 
to .Madras. We do nnt doubt ere this your Honours have heen informed of the treaty 
which the President and Council concluded with thr; French, the 11th January 1755, 
to continue in force till your Honours' pleasure is known. The Board hnvo since 
settled with the French for the mutual returning each other’s deserters on that 
coast, awl hope your Honours may succeed in your endeavours for establishing a lasting 
peace, should not a war break out between tlio two nations. Bombay to Court 31 st 
Jan, 17GG pern 103, Tub. Dep. letters to Court, Vol. 1 of 1750-57, 37. 

4 Letter from Cliinsura, dated the 11th of July 1756, advised the troubles at 
Bengal wore occasioned by the English giving protection to the family of ltuja 
Dulab, tho governor of Dacca, who had been summoned by SurAj-ml-Danin on his 
succession to the Nabobship (on the death of his grandfather Ali VerdikhAn) to 
como to Muxadavad to give an account of his administration. On this, through 
apprehensions of losing his head niul treasure, ho despatched all his family with 
liis riches to Calcutta and repaired to Muxadavad, That tho Governor and Council, 
Messrs. Ilolwell Maimingham and Fronkland excepted, agreed to givu the protection 
or the British Sag to Dulab’s family. Tho Nabob being advised thereof demanded 
them from the English, and, enraged at their refusal, came down with an army of 
100,000 men and a large train of artillery, attacked Fort William, and after two 
days’ cannonading got possession. That tho Governor, somo of tho Council, and 
others liad retired on hoard the ships tho day before, hut all tho prisoners taken 
were in irons. That tho castle and town with the factory at Kasimbazftr were totally 
ruined, tho houses all plundered, and tho inhabitants fled or murdered. That tho 
Governor had carried on hoard with him all tho money and jewels which the inhabitants 
had lodged in tho fort for security, put Amichand in irons, and seized 82 ldklis (of 
rupees), with the money of It A] a Dulab. That by tho mediation of Khoja Vand flic 
Nabob on his approach to Calcutta would have accommodated matters, but tho English 
would not come to terms. That tho Moors had erected a battery tinder Fort William 
without receiving a shot from the fort. That on tho surrender of the fort the 
Nabob had confined all tho prisoners in a close warehouse where most of them perished 
either for want, of air or through the noisome vapours. But Mr. Holwell, Court, and a few 
others were carried up in irons, and Mr. Watts and the second of KAsimbaair set at liberty 
to go to the coast, for which purpose they were gone to the French. That Mr, Watts 
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determining the limits o£ civil and military responsibility and control 
in any of the Company’s settlements during a state of siege. In a 


on going out to treat with the Nabob before Kdsimbazdr, was by him detained a 
prisoner. That the. next day Mr. Collet proceeded on the same errand, but soon 
returned with mime of the Nabob’s people to deliver up the ammunition. That the 
Nabob had given Calcutta the name of Allinogger and made his minister Monhs Gent 
governor of it. That the Prussians would on this occasion lose liilchs, the Armenians 7, 
and the Danes nod Portuguese would suffer considerably. That the Dutch had paid 500,000 
and the French 400,000 rupees to tlie Nabob. He further advised that the English had 
applied for a re-cstablishment in Calcutta. (Extract from a letter, 11 th July 1750, from 
a gentleman at Cbinsnra giving an account of the troubles iu Bengal. Pub. Diary list 
Oct. 1756, Vol. 20 of 1706, 403-404 j Forrest’s Home Series, II. 91 - 92.) 

On the above the Board observe (1st October 1756): Taking into consideration the 
unhappy situation which private advices lately received give of our Honourable Masters' 
affairs in Bengal, resolved that we send directions to the Chief and Factors at Tellichorry 
mid Anjengo to procure all the popper they can without paying an exorbitant prico, 
and that wc advise the gentlemen in Bengal that in case they cannot return their 
ships homo anil send a second ship round to Tellicherry, having resolved the 21st 
ultimo (Sept. 175G) to pruvide for one (we will do our utmost endeavours to load them 
lwjlli at that place) and Anjengo, hut at the same time repeat that they will lade what 
redwood anil saltpetre they can, in part of both ships' tonnage ; and Bhould it so happen 
that they cannot send us a supply of saltpetre kentledge in tho ships, wu must desire 
that the ships may come properly ballasted, os uo ballast hut sand, which is highly 
improper anil dangerous, is procurable on the Malabar Coast. (Pub. Diary 1st Oct. 
1750, Vol. 29 of 1756,400.) 

On the 11th October 1756 received a letter from Mr. John Zcpheniah Holwell 
at Muxndnvad, dated 7tb July, advising the factory at KAsimbazdr being given up 
to the Nabob tho 4th .Tunc by the most unhappy and unaccountably infatuation in tho 
Chief iHid Council there. The foundation of their ruin was laid. The accession was too 
important to the Nabob to bo relinquished. For further details see Pub. Diary, Ilth 
Oct. 1756, Vol. 29 of 1756,413 to 4IU ; Forrest’s Home Series, II. 89-91. In their 
letter to the Court, 30th October 1750, the Bombay Government write : Our last ad¬ 
vised your Honours our having learnt by private advices that the old Nabob of Bengal’s 
death hod occasioned disturbances fchore, and it is with the greatest concern wc lmve now 
to acquaint your Honours that we despatch the Pfuznix sloop quick up to Basra 
purposely to communicate to your Honours the melancholy situation of your affairs in 
Bengal, for which purpose wc shall lay before you extracts of two letters for your 
Honours from Messrs. Watts and Collet, dated at Cliandranagar the 10th sml l7tli of 
July (1766) received the 7th instant fOctober 1756) under a flying seal by Surat; also tho 
extract of a lottor from Mr. John Zepheniah Holwoll to us, dated at Muxadabod tho 
17th of July and received the 11 th instant (Oct. 1756) by patamar, being ns follows. 
That of the 16th of July from Messrs. Watts and Collet advises that Fort William was 
taken the 20lh of June (I75G) by the Nabob of Bengal, grandson of AUverdikluin, who 
died last March. For further details see this Bombay letter to the Court dated SOth 
Oct. 1756, Pub. Dep. Letters to the Court, Vol. 4 of 1750 57, 100-119. 

Of the hostilities between the English and the Nabob and the troubles at Calcutta 
in 1766 57 the following extract from a subsequent (10th May 1767) letter from Bombay 
to the Court gives some details: We shall likewise here lay before your Honours 
on extract of the account transmitted the President respecting the hostilities carried 
on against the Nabob, The squadron had but a vory indifferent passage from 
Madras to Bengal in which Admiral Pocock in the Cumberland and your Honours’ ship 
Malhrn were separated from them (but tho former got into Balia sore Baud and we 
loam has proceeded to join tlie Admiral and the latter got into Hogues Biver about the 
10th of January). After a few days’ stay at Futtah to refresh such of tho people as were 
affected with tho scurvy, the squadron went up and attacked Budgo Budge Fort. 
This employed them near a day. Colonel Clive and bis party lauded overnight on the 29th 
of December and tbu next morning foil in with Mdnckchaud, the governor of Calcutta, 
who come down with a strong party to relieve Budgo Budge. After a smart skirmish 
the Colonel put them to the rout and would have pursued them had ho been -well 
acquainted with the country. However they heard forty of them were drowned in hastily 
crossing a rivulet. MAnekohand’s state elephant was killed by a piece of artillery and 
lie got a slight wound himself on tho head and lost threo or four of his best JamindArs. 
Our loss was nine killed and as many wounded and Ensign Kerr in your Honours’ service 
was shot through the heart. Before noon the SOth of December the ship hod nigh 
silenced the guus of tho fort wndoveraet all tho carriages but two. Towards night the 
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Despatch dated 12th May 175S the Court write: In order to guard Chapter I. 
as much as lies in our power against those striking calamities History 

Admiral aunt ashore a party of seamen to the Colonel’s assistance, one of whom leaping npon 

the wall fired his pistols and gave three cheers which occasioned the alarm of a storm t/J/* 

running through the whole and made thorn rush upon (from) the enemy in such a manner 

that in leas than ten minutes there was not ono found remaining in the fort. It was 

currently reported that the governor of Budgo Budge who was a favourite of tho 

Nabob’s and a good soldier was found among tho dead. The Kent had two men wounded 

there by a six-pounder and Captain Dugalcl Campbell was killed on shore. The next day 

(31st) was spent in spiking up and dismounting some guns and oversetting others. 

On. the 1st of January they reached Tanna Fort and its opposite Mocha Tamm, 
which forts immediately began, firing on them hut were deserted on thoir getting abreast 
of them. They sot fire to both sides in the evening and spiked up and overset the" guns 
as at Budge Budge. The following morning (2nd of January) the Kent and Ti/yer 
gob under weigh and Captain Martin in the Kalisbury had orders to lay between 
those two last forts as a guardsliip (but from which lie was expected to join the Ad¬ 
miral on the 8th) and the Admiral had likewise ordered Tanna Fort to bo blown up. 

The enemy in Calcutta began firing on tho Kent and Tye/er in less than luilf an hour 
after they weighed. The Ttjger led and was thrice hulled from the fort but warmly 
returned the compliment as soon as she had got her broadsido to bear upon it; the Kent 
brought up presently after and discharging about 150 of her lower deck shot made tho 
enemy eease firing, the whole of which did not exceed three-fonrths of an hour and our 
forces once more got possession of Fort William and Calcutta. The Kent did not roceivo 
a single shot, but the Tyyer had 7 killed and 3 wounded. Next day being the 3rd of 
January the Admiral went ashore in form and delivered up the keys and reinstated 
Mr. Drake and his Council in the Government. Many of your Honours’ godowns were 
full of your stores which bad not been touched and many houses not much hurt; in¬ 
habitants begin to flock in daily, and baxdrs increase. That other accounts said &» 
soon as the Nabob heard of our success at Budge Budge and tho other forts ho imme¬ 
diately determined to march down with his whole army consisting of 80,000 men to 
drive us away and had accordingly detached his advanced guard commanded by one 
Jdfar AliKliAn who came as far as a place called Pie say (Plassey) and there halted. That 
it was also reported that our forces commanded l>y Major Kilpatrick consisting of tho 
grenadier company with 200 sepoys, and a detachment of seamen besides the Jiritiyeicator 
and Kitig Fisher sloop, had in tlieir way to Hugh taken a Moor’s town called Cow 
Culcbee where they met with great riches. A party of 8000 men commanded by 
MAnikchand, late governor of Calcutta, was sent to reinforce it but arrived too late. 

That Captain David Krtinie of the Success galley, who left Calcutta tho 7th of February 
and arrived at Madras the 22nd, brought advice that Houghley (Hugli) was taken without 
much opposition and the loss on our side only seven killed and 10 or 12 wounded. Tho 
plunder found in the place waB in goods to the value of only about ono likh of rupees 
owing to the Dutch at Cliinsura having given protection to all the Moors’ effects that could 
be conveniently carried thither, and all that were found being shipped offi tho town of 
Hugli and every thing within two leagues round it on botli sides the river wore 
burnt to ashes. That about the 1st of February the Nabob’s advanced guard eavno down 
and encamped upon Bum Dum plain at some distance from where Colonel Clive had 
strongly intrenched himself, being the only avenue by which the Nabob could go to 
attack Calcutta. The Nabob sent word lie was willing to accommodate matters 
amicably and would receive any proposals for us at Barraset. On this Colonel Clive 
sent two gentlemen with his demands. They were scarce got out of our camp when 
they found themselves at the Nabob’s quarters at Amichand’s Garden House (built by 
Mr. Halsey). On their expressing surprise at his being there when he said he should 
wait at liarraset, tho Nabob replied it was true he had made such a promise, but his 
people hod brought thorn on contrary to his design. After some time Bpent in discours¬ 
ing upon trifles he referred them to his ministers. But their conversation with the 

ministers being of as little consequence they got away as soon as they could. In 

addition to the above proof that nothing could be effected by way of negotiation the 
Moors had begun to sot fire to the houses at the extremities of the town. Colonel 
Clive determined to attack the Nabob immediately and the next morning marched 
with all his military force and sepoys. The Admiral had landed with about 600 seamen 
to attack the Nabob’s quarters and take all his artillery. He set out about 3 o’clock 
and arrived at the Moore’ camp about daybreak, but it being an. excessive foggy 

morning his guide mistook tho way and they missed the Nabob’s quarters and his 

artillery. They, however, continued their march through the camp in a column keeping 
a constant fire on all sides, which mowed down numbers fts they went on and drove 
tho Moors before thorn without any loss on our part till about nine o’clock, when the 
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that have befallen us in the captures of our settlements 
of Madras and Bengal, wo have appointed a succession of 


fog dispersing they found themselves ill front close to tho Nabob's cannon situated 
upon an eminence Math a trench before it. The enemy discovering their advantage 
began immediately to play upon us and before wo could get out of the line of fire 
killed some men and oliicers. Colonel Clive immediately retreated towards tho Bread 
and Cheese Bungalow lioad and about 11 o’clock got safe into Calcutta, having made 
a circuit of sis miles from his introneUmeut in his march through the camp 
which stood on that extent of ground, as tho number of the Moors was near 
100,000. After refreshing his men in tho afternoon he returned to his intreuehmoufc 
near l’erins. Our loss that day was about forty Europeans killed and 30 wounded. 
Among tho farmer w'ere Captain W. Pye of the Grenadiers ami Captain Timothy 
Bridge who acted us Aid-de-Camp, Mr. IV. Belches Colonel (dive’s secretary, and 
some inferior sea officers. The wounded were Captain Nicholas Weller of the King's lie- 
giment, Captain Fraser in your Honours’ service and Lieutenant Kumhokl though hut 
slightly, witli some others whose names are not mentioned. Mr. W. Ellis, one of your 
Honours' covenanted servants, had also his leg shot off, and, his thigh being much shattered, 
it was believed ho would not recover. The Nabob moved his camp to a greater dis¬ 
tance that day, hut it is said came the next day and posted it within a mile and a half 
of Colonel Clive’s intrcnchmont, and to prevent ills being again surprised and to keep 
liis people more alert, continued bring guns all night long. It was reported he lost 
between four and five thousand men in the action. Bombay to the Court 10th May 1757, 
Tub. Hep. Letters to the Conrt, Vol. 4 of 1750 57, 209-211. 

The success of tho English at Calcutta (1757) after the hostilities between them 
and the Nahoh, is thus reported to the Court by the Bombay Government (11th March 
1707): It is with great pleasure we have now to acquaint your Honours that by a 
letter which tho President received the 7th instant (March 1757) from a considerable 
merchant at Muxodavad, we have the agreeable news of tho English forces in Bengal 
disembarking the 31st Peecmber and re-taking yonr settlement at Calcutta tho 2ml 
January. And though we impatiently expect further particulars of this fortunate 
event, wo have judged it necessary to transmit this brief account thereof without loss 
of time and shall advise your Honours as expeditiously as possible of such information 
as we may hereafter receive. On the 27th of January came a patumfir witli a duplieato 
letter of the 15th September and another of the 25th of October from your President 
and servants conducting yonr Honours’ affairs in Bengal, both dated at Futtftli. 
Those are the only advices wo have received from them since the misfortunes 
attending your affairs there in which they desire us to assist them with the Protector, 
another ship of force, and a detachment of military and artillery. We have the 
satisfaction to acquaint yonr Honours that they were long before reinforced from henen 
as much nB possible and indeed lieyond their request. Bombay to the Court 14th 
March 1757, Puli. Hep. Letters to the Court, Vol, 4 of 1750-57, 204- 205. 

Two mouths later, 10th May 1757, tho Bombay Government again write to the 
Court: Under the 14th March wo acquainted your Honours hy the Siratloie to Gombroon 
that we had learnt the English forces in Bengal commanded by Admiral Watson and 
Colonel Clive re-took your settlement of Calcutta on the 2nd Jumiary and have now 
the great satisfaction to advise that the President received private letters from Madras 
the 23rd ultimo (April) confirming that agreeable news. Also that those foreeB 
had entirely destroyed the town of Ilugli and obliged the Nabob to retire with a 
numerous army from his camp on Hum Dum plain, after sustaining a very con¬ 
siderable loss in an action there which had induced the Nabob to offer terms of 
accommodation. In consequence a definite treaty of peace was actually signed the ]2th 
of February hy which, the President’s letters advise, all your Honours’ old Phirman 
privileges arenot only renewed but your Dustucks (certificates) are to pass unmolested 
up and down the river; your subordinate factories to lie immediately ru-scttlcd; 
eucli of your Honours’ effects as tho Nabob possessed (of which a very considerable 
amount remained in your warehouses at Calcutta) to be restored, and your Honours 
to be allowed to erect a mint there and to raise fortifications in Calcutta when and 
i n what manner you please. The above advices do not mention whether any satisfaction 
is to bo obtained for such effects as may be missing either belonging to your Honours 
or private persons though a country letter represents that the Nabob had agreed 
to make good all damage that has happened either to your Honours or others; to 
rebuild tho town of Calcutta and Fort William; and give up Kiisimbazdr entirely to 
the English only desiring that, as Bengal lias always been a neutral port, the French 
may remain unmolested in their factory. This it is said is complied with. Bombuy to 
Court 10th May 1757, Pub. Hep. Letters to the Court, Vol. 4 of 1750-57, 208-209. 
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capable officers to the chief command of our military. Still as 
these officers must be governed by the Civil Branch, we cannot 
deem our settlements in time of danger to possess that security 
they would enjoy if the military powers could operate without 
civil control. Having with great attention well weighed this 
important subject wc now r lay down the following rules to all our 
presidencies. To these rules you our Governor aud Council must 
strictly adhere. Whensoever it shall bo your misfortune to have 
the island attacked by any enemy whatever, the powers of the 
Governor ami Council, so far as respects its defence, are then 
suspended. In such circumstances the sole authority shall vest in 
our President, the Major, the Superintendent of the marine, tho 
Engineer, and the next most capable military officer to ho appointed 
by the said persons. In choosing such officer, should the voices he 
equal, the Governor and Council are to appoint the person, and 
these are to form the military government in this exigency. Who¬ 
ever is defective in his duty must ho tried by a general court 
martial. We further lay it down as a standing rule that, unless from 
want of ammunition and provisions, no fortification he given up 
without a breach made aud until it has stood one assault. This mili¬ 
tary authority is to exist no longer than the enemy is before tho place 
and the island is in danger, When the island is restored to safety 
this military government is immediately to dissolve. The President 
and Council are to re-assumo, their own powers, and our affairs are 
to ho conducted by tho same authority as now exists. Should it 
ever’ be your misfortune to ho reduced to extremities, aud the said 
military power he under the necessity of compromising with tho 
enemy, wc direct that such treaty or agreement must he considered 
and digested by our Governor and Council, and receive their appro¬ 
bation. According to our former appointment. Colonel Lawrence 
is Commander-in-Chief under tire Governors and Councils of all 
our forces in the East Indies. If therefore he shall happen to be at 
Bombay, he is to ho one of the said military government and is to 
take rank next to tho Governor, 1 
Of tho progress of tho French war tho Directors wrote on 1st 
November 1758 : 'The war with France continues with great 
vigour. Wo have the pleasure of saying that by the steady con¬ 
duct of our government and the superior force aud success of the 
British navy, that of France is greatly reduced and the remainder 
in a great measure confined to their ports, French commerce like- 
wise is at tho lowest ebb. The only notable efforts the French 
mako by sea are in the East Indies. There wo Hatter ourselves 
both from the early intelligence which all our settlements have had 
of the naval and land forces under tho command of Monsr. D'aehc 
and Tally and from the great loss those forces have suffered by 
sickness "they will make no great impression. Wc have lately 
received intelligence from Ilha Grande at the Brazils that in 
the month of May last (1758) four large French ships were at that 
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i Court to Bombay 13th May 1758 paras 120 nod 121, l’ub. Hep. Court’s h, VcJ. 5 of 
1757-1761, 122-125. 
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place, being fart of a fleet of eleven which sailed together from 
Branco, and that the said four ships were waiting for the remain¬ 
ing seven to proceed together to the East Indies; whether they 
had any or what number of land forces on board we are not 
informed nor whether any other Trench ships sailed last season 
for India, 1 

Of the negotiations then on foot for the establishment of the 
Company’s power at Surat a letter of the 20th April 1753 from the 
Bombay Government to the Secret Committee of the Court of 
Directors gives the following details: Your Honours have been 
acquainted with our motives for concerting an expedition to 
Surat, and how far we had prepared for it, to the beginning of 
February. We have now to advise that after having prevailed on 
f haras Kluln to come hither from Bassein to execute, such a treaty 
as was necessary for your Honours’ reaping the benefit of the 
expedition, and having drawn up our instructions on the 17th 
ultimo (March) that the whole of the forces wo hud destined for 
that service might have proceeded the next day, the President 
received such an alarming letter from his agent at Poona in regard 
to the Nona’s marching with his army into our neighbourhood that 
we deemed it necessary immediately to drop our design for the 
present. Agreeable to which we wrote Mr. Ellis to return such part 
of our marine and military ordered to the Surat Bar the begin¬ 
ning of March, under pretence of protecting the trade bound 
thither, as ho might judge more than sufficient to exact a proper 
respect from that government. Instead of this Mr. Ellis thought lit 
to return the whole lest, as he alleges, any disaster might befall 
ns. He has also desired to be relieved in the Chief ship imme¬ 
diately after the rains because lie says the altering of our 
resolution to obtain redress at that juncture makes it impossible 
to re-establish affairs on a proper footing. We are of a con¬ 
trary opinion. We hope to preserve a tolerable understanding 
with Ali Navdz Khan and his party till we are eilectually enabled 
to take satisfaction for his readiness to encroach on your privileges, 
We hope our conduct will meet your approval, as wc have been 
entirely influenced by our attachment to your real interest; for 
though we continue on the best terms with the Murathas, we could 
by no means place such confidence in them as to leave this island 
destitute of forces and consequently liable to be insulted by them. 
Many circumstances gave us cause to apprehend they would take 
an advantage from our proceeding on the expedition. Not that 
we think the MarfLth&s would make any attempt upon this island 
with any other view than plunder. Still the Marathiis are a people 
of so mercenary a temper as never to forego any opportunity of 
plunder. 2 

Regarding the preparations to meet a French attack on the island 
a letter from the Bombay Government to the secret committee of 


1 Corat to Bombay let Nov. 1758 para, 4, Pub. Dop. Court's letters Vol. 5 of 
1757-1761, m 

5 Bom. Gov. t'o'tlift Secret Committee in England, Bombay Castle 20tb April 1758 in 
Secret and Political Diary 4 of 1768, 108 and 109. 
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the Directors, dated Bombay Castle 19tL September 1758, states : 
We continue putting this island in the best posture of defence 
under the direction of Major Mace. Your Honours may depend 
our utmost endeavours will always be exerted for its security. 
We have no account of the enemy having yet any force on this 
coast. The Marftthsts remain in strict friendship with us and we 
have the pleasure to advise that wo have not experienced any 
material ill-treatment from Ali Navan Khan which may probably 
bo owing to Tharas Khan having resided here sinco the beginning 
of May. 1 

At a Consultation on the 3rd October 1758, it was resolved that 
as the pulling down of the Fort House had increased the existing 
great want of apartments for the Company’s servants, the materials 
from tho Fort House and from the sea side walls of tho bandar 
warehouses be used in building apartments; Resolved that the 
Land Paymaster set about this work. 8 


In a Despatch dated 12th May 1758 the Directors approve the 
lowering of the Fort House. Iu the same letter the Court continues : 3 
We have taken due notice of yours and the Select Committee’s pro¬ 
ceedings for putting the island in these very dangerous times in a good 
and respectable posture of defence and in particular for tho attention 
you have given with respect to the works towards the sea, which were 
the most immediately necessary and seem to be well intended for tho 
designed purpose. We observe also that Mr. De Funck is forming 
a project for fortifying to a largo extent the plaeo on tho land side 
concerning which your Select Committee say they shall wait for our 
directions. With respect to works absolutely necessary for the defence 
Of the place you have already been sufficiently authorised to proceed 
upon them, and wo now confirm the orders and directions which wore 
given the last and the preceding years for this purpose. But wo must 
defer sending any orders for carrying into execution the projected 
extensive, works until we have had Mr. Mace’s thoughts and projects 
upon a strict view of the works at Bombay which wc are in good 
hopes he will have time to digest before he proceeds to Bengal. 
Wo cannot avoid repeating what we have more than once said that 
Mr. Do Funek’s plans and projects are in general too extensive, and 
consequently with little regard to tho expenses they must necessarily 
bo attended with. Besides wc observe he still continues very dilatory 
in producing his plans, those for the new works, which he promised 
in 1755, not having been delivered in at tho close of tho following 
year. 

The Despatch continues: Without economy and frugality the 
-Company may be run to great and many unnecessary expenses in 
the carrying on the works. We shall therefore depend upon your 
constant uttontion for settling such rules and regulations from time 
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1 Bom. 09V, to the Sorrqt Committee, 19th Sept, 1758, Secret and Political Diary 4 of 

17 & 8 . 161 , 

* Bom. 0ov. Contmilation, 3rd Pet. 1708, Public Diary 81 of 1758, 489. 

5 Court to Bombay 12th May 1759 para, 77. Dub. Dup. Court's L, Vol, 0 of 1757 r 1761, 
108, 
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to time as shall appear reasonable and necessary. The pointing out 
the respective brunches of duty of the New Fortification Paymaster 
and the Engineer, so that they may mutually co-operate in carrying 
on the works, also the regulations for transacting the business of the 
Paymaster's office, seem to be well calculated and meet with our 
approbation. Wo must hero observe that Mr, Do F uncle appears 
uneasy and although his complaints in general are not made out, yet 
wo must, suppose he has some foundation for his dissatisfaction. We 
would not have him slighted or embarrassed. Ilois to have the pro¬ 
per regard due to his station in the service, and be is to be attended 
in all reasonable applications for redress or in. giving advice as our 
Engineer. 1 

Asa further precaution against a French attack a Consultation 
of the 20th July 1759 decided that the Master Attendant and 
Chief Engineer be ordered to alter tho pilotage marks into the 
harbour so as to mislead an oneray on their attempting to come in, 3 

Two years later the Court express (6th May 1791) their approba¬ 
tion in the following terms: Your causing tho pilotage marks to 
bo removed so as to mislead the enemy in case of an attempt upon 
the island was so proper a measure that it cannot but meet with our 
approbation. 8 

A letter from the Court of Directors, dated 25th April 1759, con¬ 
tains the following details regarding tho establishment of an Agency 
or Presidency in Sind; We have no objection to employing Mr, 
Robert Sumpton in carrying into execution our plan for a settlement 
at Scindy on tho supposition that you are all satisfied he is the 
most proper person for such an undertaking. Should he succeed to 
our expectations he may rely upon our future favour. We are 
sorry to find you rather lukewarm upon a subject capable wc 
conceive of great improvement, highly advantageous to us and 
tho subjects in general, For neither are tho manufactures and 
imports of Bcmdy a mystery to its, nor do wc doubt that Scindy may 
be made a granary to your island, as well as a source of the 
supply of any number of excellent cattle. We are equally clear 
Scindy may open new and extensive channels for the vend of our 
woollens ail objc*ctyou must always cherish. At the same time wo 
are sensible it has long been a fluctuating Government, and that tho 
establishment of a .Presidency will require circumspection and judi¬ 
cious conduct. If Scindy saltpetre wastes by refining to the degree 
you mention, tho waste must proceed from ignorance. Our late 
Chairman procured some Scindy saltpetre which cost in Scindy Its. 4 
the 'palm man (80 lbs.). This underwent very careful trials here, 
und lost no more but. proved equal in goodness to the best Bengal 
saltpetre. 4 


* Court to Bombay 12th May 175S, paras 75 and 70, Pub. Dep. Court’s L. Yol, 5 
of 1757- 17G1, 106-107. 

- Bom. Gov. Consultation 20ll» July 1759, Tub. Diary ,13 of 1759, 410, 

3 Court to Bombay 0th May 1761 para 90,Pub. Dep. Court's L, Yol. 5 of 1757 • 1701. 
.131. 

1 Court to Bombay 25th April 1759 para, 90, Tub. Dep, Court’s L. Vol. 5 of 1751 ■ 
1701,183-184, 
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A Consultation of 24th April 1759 gives a curious instance of 
slackness of discipline among the Bombay troops. The entry 
runs: Two of our working sepoys having gone over to the 
Mardtha country and under pretence of being Sidis plundered 
several people there; Ordered that the sheriff cause them to be 
whipped through the town at a cart’s tail and turned off the island 
and that the produce of their effects be applied to the use of the 
charity school. As further there is great reason to believe that 
several similar offenders have returned to the island publication must 
be issued, certifying that if any such persons are hereafter found 
on the island, they will he severely punished and confined to work 
on the fortifications for a number of years. 1 

Neither the punishment nor the warning succeeded in preventing 
the repetition of this misconduct, Soon after the close of the rains 
(29th November 1759) the President acquaints the Council that some 
of our inhabitants had lately entered into the Sidi’s service and gone 
to the other side to plunder the Maratha villages. Depositions taken 
before Mr. Byfeld showthat Dondu Sutfir, Abdalla Rizak,and Muham¬ 
mad are guilty of that charge and that Ventura Bhandhri is likewise 
guilty of perjury and that the syrang and tindul of a Sidi galivat 
which has lam here some time have been assisting therein. Taking 
into consideration that these offenders cannot be tried at the quarter 
sessions, as their crimes wore committed without our jurisdiction, it 
is agreed that the four first named be severely whipped on their bare 
backs and chained two together to work ou our fortifications till 
further order and that the two latter be ordered away with their 
galivat, and suitable notice of the affair and our proceedings herein 
be taken to the Sidi at Janjira and the Maratha agent now here, and 
the joys ( jewels) found in the prisoners-’ possession be deposited in 
the treasury in order that they may be claimed.* 

The following humble information of the shoemakers to the Gov¬ 
ernor of Bombay, dated 10th July 1759, shews a notable rise, not only 
in the price of leather which might naturally follow the transfer of 
the North Konkan from Portuguese to Mar&tha rule, but also in 
food and house*rent: Your informants humbly represent to your 
worships as fathers of the helpless that we formerly bought half a 
cowskin for 3 qrs. or at most one rupee for which we now pay Rs. 2, 
half a buffalo skin for Rs. 1^ or at most Rs. If for which we now 
pay Rs. 3 or 3|, and that goat’s skins which were formerly bought 
for Rs. 9 at most Rs. 10 the corge now cost Rs. 17 to 20. 
The truth of this the goat butchers and parriar men will testify 
to your worships. We further humbly represent that the wax-oil, 
thread, black stuff, and skin is grown so vastly dear that we cannot 
afford to work at the present prices. If a man works the whole 
day he can hardly finish one pair of shoes though he is obliged 
to maintain four eaters. Further we humbly represent we formerly 
sold a pair of shoes to the soldiers and sailors at § of a rupee and to 
the gentlemen at one rupee and though the leather and every other 


1 Bom, Gov. Consultation, 21th April 1759, Bub. Diary 32 of 1759, 29(5. 
s Bom. Gov. Consultation, 29th Noy. L759, Pub, Diary 33 of 1759, 707 - 708, 
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material is become vastly dearer, wo Btill sell them at the same 
prices notwithstanding that one pinna of rice which we formerly 
bought at Us. If now costs us Rs. and that the monthly rent of 
a house has risen from Re. 1 or 11 to Rs, it. 1 2 

On the morning of the 24th September 1759 His Majesty’s and 
the Honourable Company's troops were drawn up near the Horn 
Work,and,all the European inhabitants with the principal natives being 
assembled, the Secretary on horseback published the following special 
order or hasbtd huknm received from Surat on the 19th instant: 
Be peace unto the high and renowned, the brave courageous and Hon¬ 
ourable Richard Bourchier, Esquire, the Governor of Bombay. The 
courage and conduct you have shewn in his majesty’s service for the 
good of our subjects the inhabitants of Surat are made known to bis 
majesty and their letter expressing their satisfaction therewith bus 
also been shown. With these his majesty is well satisfied aud praises 
you. Wherefore upon this uecount he has been pleased to order this 
liaubul knkam (personal command) to be scut that you may take 
euro of his majesty's castle at Surat and that you may specially 
undertake the preservation of the trado of these seas, so that tho 
inhabitants of Surat may carry on their business and live in easo 
and quiet and the ships atvl vessels going to and coming from the 
leading and other ports ho in no fear from rovers and pirates. The 
charter for tho government of the castle aud for tho command of the 
fleet shall be sent you from court; given on the 1st of tho month 
Tellege (Till hnj) and the 5th year of the reign of his present majesty 
or the 14th June 1759. After this order wus read the troops gave 
three volleys and a royal salute was tired from the castle.* 

Regarding the transfer to the Company of the command of Surat 
castle and of the charge of the seas tho Court wrote on the 23rd 
November 1 759 : We shall not now enter upon the consideration of 
Surat affairs farther than declaring our approbation of those measures 
you took for obtaining possession of the castle of Surat, because they 
appear to us resulting from necessity. Be careful to secure the 
Maratliis their fixed advantages and do not suffer the merchants or 
inhabitants to feel oppression. 3 

Of the questions raised by the threatened attack of the French, the 
state of Bombay Castle was one of tho most important. On the 
KHli July 1759 the President, after a survey by himself, Mr. Byfeld, 
Major Mace, and Captains Maitland and Lane, laid before the Council 
the following proposals for the defonce of the Castle: That as the 
Turf Work made by Do Fuiiek to ihicken and strengthen the curtain 
between tho flagstaff and the cavalier bastions is decayed and in 
many places fallen down, it certainly is now very defenceless. The 
curtain not only wants widening the whole length but to be raised higher 


1 Bombay Shoemakers’ Petition of July ]759, Bom, Gov. Diary 10th July 1759, 
Pub. Diary US of 1709, 430 -131 

2 Bom. Gov. Consultation, S4tli Sept. 1759, Pub. Diary 33 of 1759, 553-554; 
'Forrest’s Home Series, II, 107, 108. 

J Court to Bombay 23rd Nov. 1759 para 45, Pub. Dep. Court’s L. Vol, 5 of 1757 • 1751, 
233. 
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to pinvent an escaleado by boat? at high water; Agreed the curtain bo 
immediately faced wilh stone and in all respects put. inLo condition to 
receive a line of cannon. That as Major Mace declares the sallyport 
at the foot of the flagstaff bastion next the harbour to be no more than 
six inches thick and so wide that six men may march therein abreast wilh 
their arms shouldered; Agreed that it, is proper to have that part next 
the water-side idled and to convert the other into a magazine. That as 
the lower bastion of the cavalier being very small and extremely weak is 
prejudicial to the defence of the place; Agreed that (except part of tho 
gallery leading thereto that will serve for a magazine to till cartridges) 
the lower bastion be immediately filled and heavy caunon mounted on 
the remaining upper works. That as several of the gun carriages now 
upon the works in tho Castle aro unserviceable and although made 
for field service are to heavy as to require a much greater number 
of men to work them than those made for the marine service; 
Agreed that all such carriages by the water-side be immediately 
removed and the cannon there mounted on marine carriages. If the 
number of marine carriages is not sufficient additional carriages must 
be indented for and completed without delay. That as at present the 
Castle has no secure resting place for people off duty; Agreed that 
such part of the buildings therein as Major Mace thinks proper 
should be forthwith made bombproof. That as Major Mace esteems 
thorn of easy entrance from boats at high wafer such workmen as can 
be spared be employed in raising the low flanks made by DeFuuck 
between the Royal Bastion and the Dock Pier Head. That the officers and 
men both in His Majesty's and the Honourable Company's train of 
artillery may know where to repair when the general alarm is made > 
Agreed that it will he necessary for them to ho stationed to the several 
bastions and draughts made accordingly without delay. That tho proper 
quantities ofammuui'.iou may be not only allotted and prepared for 
immediate service but what is necessary distributed for the several 
Works; Agreed that without loss of time the storekeeper should prepare 
and deliver an accurate account of all new and old stores that remain 
Upon his books in order that an exact and proper distribution may be 
made. That in ease of attaek the European inhabitants and 
militia may act under proper officers ; Agreed that they be forthwith 
summoned to meet and after being formed info companies be stationed 
where it may be deemed necessary so that the members of each company 
on a given signal may repair to their proper posts. That as in case 
of attack fire vessels may l>o employed with success ; Agreed that, ma¬ 
terials be prepared for making two lire vessels besides boats, and that 
anchors with hawsers be placed at convenient distances from the shore 
that the lire vessels or boats may be hauled thereby on board any large 
ship that may lie against the Fort, That a proper quantity of provisions 
mav be secured within the town*walIs for the people that will necessarily 
be on duty if the place should he attacked ; Agreed that Mr. Byfeld 
prepare a statement of the supplies of each article required to stand a 
two months' siege, 1 


* Meeting of the Bombay Governor, Mr. Byfeld, and three principal land officers on 
the island to visit the Castle, 9th July 17.19, Pub, Diary 33 ol 1739,132 ■ 434. 
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Chapter I. All these resolutions were unanimously approved and ordered to be 
History. carried into execution as soon as possible. 1 

Further Defence At a Consultation held about a month Inter (7th August 1759) a letter 
Preparations, was read from Mr. Thomas Byfeld enclosing an abstract of the people 

ll5a - that may bo employed in case of a siege and of the provisions, hospital 

stores, and other articles required for their subsistence during a two 
months’ siege. According to Mr. By fold’s estimate a total strength 
of 15,750 men would be available for the defence of Bombay. The 
details are: 


Bombay Garrison, 

1759. 


Clash. 

Number. 

Total. 

G rum] Total. 

A .—Garrison 



3731 

1 Arti lory . 

__ 

521 


(a) His Majesty’s Royal detachment ol 




artillery 

236 



(J>) 3 ho Honourable Company’s artil 




lery ... 4 . 

285 



2 . The Honourable Company's military 

61S 

84 S 


, 3. Old garrison nepoya ... 

655 

955 


i 4. Midis from Surat 

754 

754 1 

| 5. Old Surat sepoys . 

209 

209 


| 6 . Arabs ... ... If , 

316 

316 


7. Suindy people ... 

178 

173 


| B.— Marine Officers , now in port with the number 




of European inhabitants and native militia that 




arc incorporated for the defence of this place... 

— 

_ 

5430 

1, In port belonging to the Guardian, Bom- 




bay grab, Swallow galley. Viper. Fox, 




and Defence ketches, schooner 




and D galivats 

450 

450 


2. The Honourable Company a coYenftttte< 




uervante, commanders, oificeis of the 




private shipping, free merchanta, seafar 




ing gentlemen and other European inha 




bitants . 

98 

98 


3. Bombay native inhabitants.. 


3017 


(a) Christians . 

153 



(ft) Bhandiris . . 

330 



(«) Gentus .. 

I960 



<rf) Moors . . 

340 



(e) Parsis ,,, 

ISO 



(/) Coifree slaves 

108 



4. M<ihim inhabitants consisting of the above 




classes except llhaiidaris and P.irsis .. 

1865 

1865 


0 .—Sundry Persons belonging to the out-offices 

_ . 


6539 

1 . Barrack Master , 


28 


(a) Purvoes . 

2 



(b) Cooks and servants. 

26 



2. European Hospital. 


64 


(ft) Surgeon motes 

2 



{t>) Purvoes . 

2 



(c*) b'ervantu ... ... 

60 



3. Military Stores . 


371 


( 0 ) Armourers 

2 



(h) Officer 

1 



(e) Sepoys 

14 



(d) Purvoes 

8 



(f) Rigdris 

235 



• O') Artificers . 

111 




1 Bum. Gov. Consultation 10th July 175D, Pub. Diary 32 of 1750, 424. 
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Bombay Garrison, 175'J —eontinncd. 


(1) Purvoes ... I 

(2) Servants... . 34 

(c) Working on the old fortifications . 

(1) Sepoys.162 

(2) Bigiris. 189 

(3) Artificers . 207 

(4) Slaves. 3fi 

(5) Purvoes.. I 4 

( d ) Servants belongingto tire Governorj 

(e) Slave-keeper... .. .j 

(/) Employed at the accountant's, 

office, treasury, Old Woman's 
Island, and old dry dock 

7. Warehouse-keeper. 

(а) Properly belonging to him 

(1) Officers. 2 

(2) Sepoys. 11 

(3) Purvoes... 7 

(4) Servants . 2 

(5) BigAris.. ... 13 

( б ) Required for extra duty . 

(1) Sepoys. 4 

(2) Bigiria. ... 25 

8 . New Fortification Pay Office .. 

(a) Sepoys »ra ..*1 

(h) Purvoes . 

(c) Bigtris . 

9. General Stores 

(a) Sepoys 

(b) Purvoes 

(c) Servants 

Id) Big.tris 
(e) Artificers . 

10. Principal (engineer.* . 

(a) Employed by him on the new for¬ 
tifications . 

(1) Sorvants. ... 24 

(2) Labourers ... -■ 2199 

(3) Artitiuers . Slfi 

11. Collector's office, including the Dongriand 

Mdzgaon coolies .. . 

(a) Sepoys . 

(b) Purvoes . 

(c) Coolies . 


661 


13 

1 


13 

35 


29 


16 

8 

17 

II 

10 

9 

70 

159 


3039 


6 

7 

330 


Class, 

Number. 

'total. 

<-ran,l Total- 

C,— Sundry Parson* belonging to the 

Out' 




office ‘--continued, 





4. Tupaas* and King’s Hospital 

• • • 


36 


(c<) Servants ... . 


34 



(b) Purvoes . 


2 



5. Military Pay Office ... 



223 


(a) People properly baloneiug thereto. 

27 



(1) Officer. 

1 




(2) Sepoys. 

11 




43) Purvoes ... 

7 

; 


(4) Servants 

6 




(b) Required for extra duty ... 


196 



(1) Servants. 

20 




(2> Invalids.. 

176 




i. Europeans ... 20 





ii. Xopaeses A sepoys. 156 




6. Land Pay Office . 



736 


(a) Employed in the office ... 

... 

14 



(1) Purvoes. 

4 




(2) Sepoys. 

10 




lb) him ployed in Pare! house and 

gar- 




den ... . 


3C 




64 


41 


259 


3039 


343 
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Bombay Garrison, 1750— continued. 


Class, 

Number. 

Total. 

Grand Total 

C.—Si'iidn/ Permits belonging to the out- 




oHiccS - cO/liiuttvdi 




]2, Powder Ilouae 

— 

185 


(a) Officers ... 

2 



(h) Sfup»y» . 

16 

1 1 

{>.-) 1‘urvue .. 

1 



[il) Servants .. 

3 



(0 Bigitria . 

136 



13. Bombay Custom House . 

.- 

47 


(<ij OliiccrB . 

3 



(it) tSejHiys <„ ... ... 

31 



(r) Purvocts 

11 



(d) Servants .. 

2 



14. M All ini Custom House 

— 

16 


(«) Sepoys . 

10 



(//) Piirt ues . 

4 



(c) Servants . 

o 



15, Clerk of the Market's Office 


4 


Ut) Sepoys .. 

2 



(6) Purvoo . 

1 



(cj Artificer . 

1 



16. Mint. 


217 


(u) Sepoys . 

3 



(b) PuivneB ... ,„ y 

3 



(<•) Bignris .. 

139 



(d) Artiiicere .. .i. 

72 



17. Marine Office and Dependencies. 

— 

743 


(«) Boatswain. 

1 



(b) Kailmaker ... . . 

1 



(cj Cooper .. . 

1 



(d) Sepoys ... .. 

17 



(e) PurvocS .. 

22 



(/) BigAris . 

361 



((/) Slaves . 

7 



(A.) Syi-angj . 

2 



(<) Tindals . 

22 



(j) Lascars . 

319 



IS. Slaves supposed to belong to the several 




gentlemen .. ... 

150 

130 


Grand Total ... 


— 

13,700 


Mole.. —Mr. Byfeld adds: The labouring people from the adjacent countries that 
offered to act as sepoys m the defence of the island in ease it should be attacked and 
were put under the head overseer of the country workmen ar® included among thg 
number shown as employed by the Principal Engineer. 1 

In 1759 on the supposition that Bombay be attacked and laid 
under a siege for two months an attempt was made to estimate the 
number of men that will have to be kept employed during such a 
time for its defence and the provisions and stores that will be 
required for the same, taking account at the same time of what 
grain was in store by the inhabitants of tho town and island of 
Bombay. The details collected showed that of the total 15,750 
men required, 1195 would be Europeans and 14,555 would be 
natives. The 1195 Europeans would consist of the King’s and 


1 Bee Horn, Gov. Consultation of 7tli Aug. 1759, Public Diary 33 of 1759, 475-476* 
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Company's artillery and Company’s military and marine and the 
European inhabitants and sundries belonging to the out-offiees. 
The required provisions for them at European allowance would 
be 1195 Surat mans (47,800 pounds at 40 lbs. the Surat t>i an) 
rice, 597£ Surat mans ddl or pulse, 170^ Bombay mans (4774 
pounds at 28 lbs. the Bombay man) ghi, 358,500 firewood billets, 
2390 gallons Batavia arrack, 81,200 pounds beef and pork, 
3585 salt eurvens (karahds ), and 52,580 pounds bread , 1 The 11,555 
natives would consist of 179 men to be paid at double allowance, 
230 at one and a half allowance, and 14,140 at single allowance. 2 3 * * * * 
For the 179 men at double allowance would be required 710 
Surat mans rice, 358 Surat mans ddl or pulse, 711 Bombay mans 
ghi, and 64,440 firewood billets. For the 236 men at one and a 
half allowance would bo required 708 Surat mans rice, 354 Surat 
mans ddl or pulse, 70| Bombay mans ghi, and 63,720 firewood 
billets. For the 14,140 men at single allowance, would be 
required 28,280 Surat wans rice, 14,110 Surat mans ddl or pulse, 
2828 Bombay mans ghi, and 2,545,200 firewood billets. Besides 
there was to be made an extraordinary allowance of drams which 
it was supposed might be required for the following people during 
a siege: Military artillery aud marine topasses, Christian militia 
and artificers, and the Honourable Company’s slaves, 1400 gallons 
at i gallon each per month Batavia arrack. 8 


1 Tlio. ourven or karahti is a fair sized flail still commonly dried and sent up-country. 
This identification seems bettor than the Portuguese lish comma *aid to be so called 
from its emw'like blackness. The corvuia seems not to no commonly dried or salted. 

t Tlio 179 men were to be made up of 21 sublnsUrs, RO jumlednrs (jumdihir*) in the 
garrison service and at the custom-house, 14 syrang* in the train marine and out-offices, 
and 114 Purvoes (Paribus) and shroffs in the train and out-offices. The 236 men were to 
be made up of 39 havilldSrs in the garrison and out-offices, 76 naiks in the garrison and 
out-offiees, 11 tindals in the train marine and ont-offices, and 20 aabrnses in the garrison. 
The 14,140 men were to be made up of 356 in the military, 11 in the Honourable 
Company’s artillery, 32 in the marine, 4882 in ttie militia, 40 Honourable Company’s 
slaves, lfiU slaves belonging to gentlemen, 2499 sepoys in tlio garrison service cut-offices 
and working on the old fortifications, 3353 higuris anil coolies (that is labourers) 
belonging to the out-offiees, 2 HI servants including overseers cooks and others, 156 
invalids, 628 lasears in the train marine and out-offiees, and 1787 urtifirers in the train 
marine and out-offiees. Total under the three rates of allowance, 11,555. Public Diary 
33 of 1759, 476-477- 

3 In addition to the above ami the doctor’s list the following articles appeared 
necessary to lie provided and reserved in store in case of a siege: 1520 copper pots, 769 

(with covers that might serve for dishes) to boil provisions of different sizes for 15,750 
men and 700 for making curries; 10(19 earthen cundys Qcvmli* or earthen pots of 
flower-pot shape) pans and dishes of sorts, including 150 frying-pans, 00 dishes of 
sorts, and 760 copper ladles ; 500 wooden gmnel3; 1600 coeoanut ladies ; 1000 eoeoauut 
shells; 200 mam candles for lamps; 400 mam oil for lamps; 30 mans tamarind; 

100 rsans sugar; 10,000 bundles straw for cattle and the people to sleep on; 1000 
bundles charcoal; 400 sups (scuttle-form baskets for sifting corn); 400 brooms ; 1000 
baskets exclusive of those for the fortifications ; 10 mans pepper; 200 mans salt for 
salting meat and the peoples’ victuals; 100 lamps for burning oil; and 200 buckets 
with ropes for drawing water. 

Then follows in the record: Here were entered the undermentioned tables of 

provisions showing the daily and monthly allowance of each separate article 
for one man to 1000 respectively, namely, Europeans per day and per month of 30 days ; 
topasses, ditto ; sepoys, officers, and others, double allowance and If, allowance, ditto; 

sepoys Bnd others, single allowance, ditto. These further details are not now (1392) 
available. Public Diary, 7th Aug. 1759, Vol. 33 of 1759, 476-477. 
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The following is an abstract of tho men and provisions required 
for Bombay during a two months’ siege: 

Mm. awl Provisions n'/uired during a Tn:o Months' Siege, 175'.). 



Men. 




Fire¬ 

wood. 

Batavia 

Arrack. 

Bocf 

Salt 

Curvenu. 


Au-owakcs. 

Euro¬ 

peans. 

Natives. 

Rice. 

Dal. 

Ghi. 

and 

Fork. 

Bread. 




S. M, 

CD 

‘f 

B. M. 

Billet*. 

Gallons. 

Pounds. 

Noa. 

Pounds. 

1 Europeans 

l!!)5 

... 

1 l'Jj 

iwrj 

17UJ 

858,500 

‘2360 

81,200 

SG36 


J 2 Double 


m 

710 

359 

711 

G4,44(» 




*“ 

3 One and a halt. 

M. 

230 

709 

354 

7ftJ 

(4:5,720 



... 

... 

4 Single. 


11,140 

28,280 

14,1-10 

2928 

2,545,20:) 

... 



• 4* 

b Extraordinary. 


... 

... 

... 

... 


1400 

... 


... 

Total ... 

IliM 

14,535 

30,906 

15,440* 

3M"S 

3,031,800 

3700 

81.200 

3585 

62 ,r.S 0 


As regards the quantities of grain and other provisions stored by 
the inhabitants, orders were issued to tho Custom Masters of M&him 
and Bombay to submit accounts after enquiry. On the 27th 
July 1759 the MAhim Custom Master submitted an account of all 
the grain, ghi, wood, and oil which was at the time in the district of 
Mdhim, showing to whom the same belonged. This detailed 
statement is (1892) not forthcoming. The following abstract is 
alone available. 1 2 

Mdhim Grain Stores, 1750. 


Articlub. 

(Quantity. | 

Abticlks, 

Quantity. 

Batty. 

Mot. p. 

774 16 

Ddl nr pulse ... 

Kh. in, 

5 0 

Matty Black... 

109 23 

Brljri . 

7 0 

Ndvhani 

33 0 

Ghi . . 

1 6 


Kli. in. 

Oil . 

4 12 

Wheat 

7 4 

Wood 

20,000 Nos. 


On the 31st July 1759 the Roard record : Road a letter from the 
Maliim Custom Master enclosing an account of grain and other 
provisions in his district which is ordered to lay till the Bombay 
Custom Master can comply with our orders. The Mdhim letter ami 
abstract (given above) of the account must follow this consultation ; 
and it is agreed that the exportation of wheat and all other grain be 
forbid till further orders. 8 « 

Shortly after a similar account, received from the Bombay 
Custom Master, gives the following details 3 ; 


1 Kuhim Custom Master to Govt- 27th July 1750, Public Diary 33 of 1759, 4G0-46‘1, 

2 Bom. Gov. Consultation 31st July 1750, Public Diary 33 of 1759, 454, 

3 Public Diary 7th Au*. 1750, Vol. 33 of 1759, 478. 
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Dcmibay drain in R tori’, 17,70. 


Cum. 

| Batt)'. 

Rice. 

Wheat. 

Mug. 

Oram, 

mi. 

Udid. 

VSUna. 

Nichni, 


I” — 

; Mor. p. 

Kh. 

P- 

- 

Kh. 

P- 

Kh. 

P. 

Kh. 

P- 

Kh. 

r- 

Kh. p. 

Kh. |i. 

Kh. 

1>. 

ftURvedi RrAhman 

13 ti 

„ 


1 

2* 

0 


1 

4 

1 

0 

0 5} 




flu Unit do. 

... 

12 

0} 

2 

1} 



. 

3 

31 

... 

... 



Yajurvedi do. 

10 15 

3 

4 

,. 



0 

2 

l) 

3. 

... 




rSbenvls 

26 12 

13 

7* 

4 

n 

2' 


2 

11 

5 

•V 

,,, 




Parbhus 

1 Id 10 

28 

3 

3 

3i 

1 

5} 

0 

4,' 

5 

6; 

1 11 

0 1} 

1 

Oi 

banians 

09 12 

247 

7 

204 

45 

53 

20 

0 



100 

0 


1.4 


Goldsmiths... 

58 8 

80 

fit' 120 



2 


10 


3 6\ 

.11 

12 

4 

Coppersmiths 

84 9 

9 

3} 

l 

4} 




3 


0 OJ 

0 

0? 

Ironsiniths „ 

2 13 

2 

ok 







0 

1 

... 




Bhansalis ... 

0 13 

25 

6 

8 

0 



11 

1J 

9 

1 





Weavers ... 
Painsai'as (PAnc 

65 12 

7 


3 

4 




4 

0 

... 

1.4 




kaUhis) ... 

53 8 

16 

75 







0 




0 

ii 

Uhaukalshia 

0 12 

4 








... 


... 

... 



Uhand&ris ... 

107 23} 

0 

n 

o" 

3 





0 

« 

... 

... 



Christiana 

68 10 

r> 

i\ 

10 

0 





0 

3! 


... 



1‘Araib 

82 2 

134 

28 

2* 

30 

0 

17 

0 

105 


17 0 


o" 

6 

Moors ... 

331 3 

87 

42 

8 






129 

H 

,,, 


45 

6 

Pot-makers... 

0 10 








... 






Mat-makers 

O 19 

0 

4 







0 

«) 





Tailors . 

12 6 

0 

4 

... 






1 

7 ? 

... 

... 



Shoemakers 


7 

4* 

,,, 






1 

>1 

it. 




Barbers . 

Tumors 

M8 

7* 

2 

... 


... 



... 


::: 

... 



Washermen 

O’21 

3 

7 





.ip 


... 

d 





Carpenters . 

00 0 

0 

tk 

0 

6 } 





1 

••• 

... 


i 

Hamfila . . 


12 

0 

... 






1 

6 

... 

... 


’ 

SweetmeaUmakers, 


2 

0^ 

1 

4$ 



2 

5* 

5 

l) 

... 

... 

„ 

i 

Bombay Coolies ... 

ht 3 

2 

0 

... 








..4 

... 



Thftna do. 

21 3* 

4 

0 








_ 

... 

... 



Total ... 

1745 5 

730 

25 

407 

Oi 

64 

51 

87 

4i 

513 

n 

21 61 

1) 2 

00 

u 







1 





Cubs. 

Math. 

Vsll. 

TutJ. 

BAjri. 

(Jhavli 

Chi. 

Oil. 


Firewood* 









Bundles 

Millets. 

Ond;U 

(logs). 


Kh p. 

Kli.p 

Kh. p. 

Kh. p. 

Kh. p. 

M. a. 

M. 8. 

Rufrvedi BrAhmana. 





... 

1 85 

18 0 

... 

37,500 

(JuiarAt do. ... 

... 





12 87 

24 35 

4.4 

20,800, ... 

Yajurvedl do. ... 


— 

... 



2 X} 

10 33 

132 

7700 ... 

Shen vis . 

... 





10 T7 

40 1ft 

2826 

2'J, 1DU 

Parhhus . 


1) 61 


. ,. 


({ 10 

36 15 

913 

161,150 

805 

Ran Una . 

3 0 

44 0 

115 4 


284 20 

210 0 

... 

140,995 


Goldsmiths. 

0 1? 




... 

21 19 

37 3o 

4009 



Coppersmiths 


0 1J 

0 5 

... 


8 25 

9 2ft 

1833 


... 

Ironamltha. 

Uhn.ns.Mis . 


... 

... 

... 


32 0 

71 SO 


35,150 


Weavers .. 

PajuaalUs (Pfinch- 

... 


... 

... 


10 10 

28 10 

0 31 

MM 



kalahU) . 


... 



... 

... 

’237 



Uhaukalshis 




... 


... 

2 35 



Bh and Aria. 






3 ft 

22 1ft 


28 250 

7 7,DSD 

Christiana ... 


... 



... 

1 10 

31 24 

558 

13,920 

P&rsis . 

20 0 


324 35 


D 4 

sll 10 

283 10 


151,50). ... 

Moors ... 



(i 4* 

13 2s 


34 0 

100 25 

36,837 

034,000 


Pot-inakcrs.. 

Mat*niakera 


*■* 


... 

... 

... 

■ " 

::: 

1200 


Tailors • 


u> 




2 27 

3 6 

731 

13’500 


Shoemakers 

--T 

... 




,,, 

4 20 



Barbers . 

Turners ... 
Washermen 


... 


... 


r o 

1813 

~ 

4000 

4900 


Carpenters. 



... 

... 

... 

1 20 

’”75 



Hamfils . 


0 6} 

4 1 

ft* 2 


... 

6 20 

1750 

2ft 

Sweetmeat-makers . 



U 1 


H 0 

2 0 


Bombay Coolies ... 






... 

4 33 

1127 

61,100 

33,09)' 

ThAna do. 


... 

... 

... 



lb 15 

19,C> 1 

8!HHi 

Total ... 

22 i* 

1 65 

373 0 

140 1A 

0 4 

1257 39 

980 29 

50,045 

1,3«0,4U5 

134,801 
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Similar information was obtained and recorded about the middle of 
the next year, 1760. On the Sth July tlie Military Paymaster laid 

b 1185—43 
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before the Board a general abstract of people and provisions required 
and available at the time, to meet a siege of two months should Bombay 
he attacked and besieged. On this, the 8th July 1760, the Board 
observe i 1 The Military Paymaster laying before us a general abstract 
of people who may be employed in the defence of this place, und the 
quantity of provisions and other articles they will require, in a siege of 
two months, the accountant is directed to calculate the provisions which 
we may want to lay in on that account, allowing for what we have in 
store. 

The detailed estimate of people showed that of a total of 15,239 
men, 985 were Europeans and 14,254 natives. For 985 Europeans 
in the Honourable Company's military artillery and marine, the 
other European inhabitants, und sundries belonging to the out- 
offices, would be required 985 Surat mans (39,400 pounds) rice, 
4924 Surat wans did or pulse, 147J Bombay mans (4137 at 28 lbs. 
the Bombay man) ghi, 295,500 firewood billets, 1980 gallons 
Batavia arrack, G6,980 pounds beef and pork, 2965 salt curvens, 
and 43,340 pounds bread. The 14,254 natives included 176 men 
to be paid at double allowance, 254 at an allowance and a half, 
and 13,824 at single allowance. For the 176 men at double 
allowance would be required 704 Surat mam rice, 852 Surat mans 
dal or pulse, 70 \ Bombay mans a hi, and 63,360 firewood billets. 
For the 254 men at ono and a half allowance would be required 
762 Surat mans rice, 381 Surat mans did or pulse, 75J Bombay 
mans ghi, and 68,580 firewood billets. For the 13,824 men at 
single allowance would be required 27,648 Surat mans rice, 
13,824 Surat mans did or pulse, 2764J Bombay mans ghi, and 
2,488,320 firewood billet*. Besides there was to be made an 
extra allowatiee of drams, that it was supposed might he required 
for the following peoplo during a siege: marine and military 
topasses, Company’s slaves, Christians, militia and artificers, 1296 
gallons at i gallon each (per mouth) Batavia arrack.* The abstract 
of the provisions required for a two months' siege is: 

Provision* rtquirtd for a Two Months' Sitye, 1760, 


Allowance. 

A 

Euro¬ 

peans, 

Icn, 

Native*. 

Rico. 

Pulse, 

Ghi. 

Fire¬ 

wood. 

Batavia 

Armck. 

1 

Beef 1 c .. 

halt 

Cork. Car ™ 19 - 

1 

Brood. 




S. M. 

S. M. 

B. V. 

Billets, 

Gallons. 

Pounds. 

Nos. 

Pounds. 

1 Europeans 

98.5 


986 

492$ 

147J 

2B-VW 

1080 

1X1,980 

2906 

43,340 

2 Doubla ... 


U« 

7"4 

352 

704 

BS.SOO 

... 

... 

... 


■i One aad a half * 


25 i 

7«2 

H8l 

75| 

6S.AHU 




4 Pingle. 


13,824 

27.fi.18 

13,824 

27tS4f 

3,488,320 


... 


... 

5 Extra. 


... 

- 

... 

... 

... 

1206 

... 


... 

Total 

985 

14.251 

30,089 

15,018* 

I 

2,015,7 C0 

3270 

66,080 

2066 

43,310 


A comparison of these requirements with the amounts in store 
showed considerable deficiencies under rice, pulse, bread, salt, fish, 
and firewood.’ The details are: 


* Bom. Gov. Consultation 8th July 1700; Fnb. Diary 84 of 1700, 513, 519-623,5591 
1 Bub. Diary 34 of 1700, 523. * Bub. Diary, 22nd July 1760, Vol. 35 of 1760, 659. 
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Premia ns Required and in Store, 17 GO, 


Paorauoss, 

Itice, 

Batty, 

I)k\or 

Pulse, 

Wheat. 

Bread. 

Ghl. 


S. M, ». 

Mur, p. 

3. M. s. 

Kh. 

P. 

LliS. 

S, M. a. 

Nooo«s«ry. 

30,069 O 

... 

15,049 20 

«a» 


43,780 

3058 SO 

Ill store: 

(1) Under the Warehouae- 
kenpor . 

6651 29 

2698 20 




(2) Under the Marine Pay¬ 
master «-% 


194 12 






(8) UndeT the Military Pay¬ 
master ... 



3123 51 

89 

3 


1241 33} 

(4) In the Bake House 

...... 

... 

110 

0 

lu,000 

... 

local ... 

6051 29 

2393 7 

3128 5i 

143 

3 

115,000 

1441 3d* 

rofleiont.. 

29,147 11 

... 

11,620 14} 

... 


28,780 

1816 36} 

Surplus ... 

. 

*803 7 

...... 

148 

3 

... 



Protisioks. 

Ball Ueef 
and Park. 

Salt 

CurvenB. 

Goa 

Arrack. 

Batavia 

Arrack. 

Billet 

Wood. 


I-he. 

Noe. 

Ilhda, jfftl. 

Gallons, 

Nob. 

Neceaaary ... ... ... »*. 

In ature; 

63,260 

2906 

pTX 

3296 

2,915,760 

(1) Under the Warehouse- 






keeper .. 



260 29 

6098} 

. 

(2) Under the Marino Pay- 






master. 

(3) Under the Military Pay- 

122,640 

I(J 


... 

104,912 




883,666 

master. 


UJ. 

... 

... 

(4) In the Bake House 

... 

... 


... 

...... 

Total ... 

133,040 

... 

250 29 

6099} 

888,677 

Defleicnt ... '... 

... 

2995 



1,927,183 

Surplus ... 

ra,7so 

... 

250 !B 

2112} 

. 


These precautions of laying in stores provisions and necessaries, 
as well as the other measures taken to be in readiness to defeat any 
Drench attack, in due course (Despatch dated 6th May 1761) 
received the approval of the Court of Directors. 1 The Court added: 
Wo shall expect to hear, agreeable to your assurances, that the 
two warehouses purchased for Rs, 4000 to lodge grain in are again 
sold when you have no further occasion to keep them. 

In connection with the measures to meet a French attack, at a 
Consultation of the 8th July the President, the Honourable Mr, 
Crommelin, laid before the select committee, and afterwards before 
the Board, a letter from Major John Fraser, containing proposals 
for putting the island into the best state of defence against an attack 
from the French, The letter was read and the following remarks 
entered opposite each proposal. 

To Major Fraser's first proposal that, as the French would 
probably make a land attaflk on the fort the plan of the 
fortification be immediately laid before the Board, and the Engineer 
consulted thereon, the committee remark : Wc are equally desirous 
as the Major to have a plan of the fortification laid before the 


Chapter I. 

History. 

Grain in Store, 

ireo. 


Proposals to 
meet a French 
Attack, 
1700. 


1 Court to Bombay 0th Hay 1761 para, OH, Puh, llcp. Ot.'s L. Vol. 5 of ! 7i>7-ij61, 380. 
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Board. With tlds object, on delivery of the plan sent to the 
Honourable the Court of Directors by ship Clinton the 26th 
February last (1760), the Principal Engineer was directed to draw 
another copy. The work of preparing this copy will probably take 
time as iho Principal Engineer’s attention is so much employed in 
overlooking the fortifications now in hand and as he declares he 
has known places lost by the enemy obtaining only a rough sketch 
of the fortifications, and that on that account he has never yet given 
any one a sight of the plans of Bombay. 

In regard to Major Fraser’s second proposal that till inhabitants 
of Bombay (Company's servants excepted) be divided into seven 
parts to be obliged to work one day in seven upon the fortification 
under the direction of the Engineer at the daily pay of the common 
labourer, tho heads of their own castes or other proper officers to 
act as overseers, the committee remarks that tho President had 
already summoned the heads of the several castes to deliver him 
each for his own caste a list of the number of men and boys above 
10 years old, with an account of their several occupations. But 
that this order had not yet been carried out.' 

As regards Major Fraser’s third proposal that all private work 
lie stopped for two or three months, and that except those employed 
in the marine yard and artillery service, the whole carpenters 
bricklayers masons smiths and other artificers now employed on 
or upon the island be immediately turned to the public works, 
tho committee find after consulting the Principal Engineer that 
he has not and that at this season he cannot procure enough chunam 
to employ more bricklayers or masons than ho now has. The 
Board also remark that an order stopping private building had 
been in force sinco April. 8 

On Major Fraser’s fourth proposal that no cattle or provisions 
of any kind he sent olf the island mid that the number and 
ownership of cattle and other provisions now upon the island he 
recorded, the committee remark: Major Fraser declares that he 
makes this proposal because he has been informed that numbers of 
cattle are now constantly passing across the harbour. To this, it 
is to be remarked, that at this season cattle always leave Bombay 
for grazing returning at the close of the monsoon. That any 
attempt to take an account of the cattle would alarm the inhabitants, 
more particularly the dentils, who arc by far the most numerous 
caste on the island. If they took fright the cattle owners would 
take methods of depriving us of the cattle instead of bringing any 
back at the close of tho grazing season. So far as it refers to 
the cattle this proposal is deemed improper and impolitic especially 
ns in case of necessity we could cosily bring all the cattle within 
the walls. As to other provisions that not only has a particular 
account of them in the districts both of Bombay and Milhim been 
taken and delivered into tho Board, but also an account of tho 
strength of the garrison and of the ghi, oil, firewood and other stores 


1 l’uli Diary 34 of 1700, 530. 


2 Pub. Diary 3-1 of 1700, 530. 
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required fora two months’ siege. As to forbidding other provisions Chapter 1 

besides cattle being sent off the island, tire committee remark the History. 

export of all grain has been prohibited since the 31st July last 

(1759), and all suitable encouragement has been given by many a ^°/r>po»X, 8 

publications for bringing every species of provisions to this place, 1760 . 

a procedure which we have had the pleasure to find Las had a 

very good effect. 

Major Fraser’s fifth proposal that the general stores of the 
garrison be immediately strictly examined and a just account 
given of what is fit for service, has been already carried out. 

Major Fraser’s sixth proposal that thirty men from each of 
the Europe ships be sent on shore and disciplined in case the 
service of the garrison should require them, might be found 
difficult to put in practice as the Admiral had already carried 
away a certain number of the men. 

On the seventh proposal that all cover for the enemy within 600 
yards he immediately cleared away, the Hoard remark that tho 
arrangements In progress for clearing a space of 400 yards should 
first be completed. 

Regarding the eighth proposal that all the mortars howitzers and 
other pieces of ordnance for which we have shells and shot be 
immediately mounted and completed for service. The committee 
ordered that the commanding officer of artillery bo required to soo 
this article forthwith obeyed if it had not already been carried out. 

Major Fraser’s ninth proposal was that the whole militia of the 
island be exercised one day in soven agreeable to the regulations 
made for that purpose when the troops were encamped at Byculla. 

On this the committee record : Wo agree to such of the militia as 
may he deemed capable doing that duty in the manner the Major 
proposes as soon as the President has a list of the several 
castes and is able to appoint them. At the same time we must 
observe that to require the inhabitants to work one day in seven 
on the fortifications and to be exercised second day in the week ns 
militia, will be deemed a great hardship especially at this season 
when all are employed in the rice fields. 

-Major Fraser’s tenth proposal that upon the alarm guns being 
fired the whole militia of the island repair directly to Bombay 
where the military quartermaster will deliver them arms and 
ammunition and there remain till they receive tho commanding 
officer’s orders, as well as his eleventh proposal that a list he made 
of all the ship’s companies now in the road as well la-scars as 
Europeans with the quantity of powder, number and quality of the 
shot on board or on shore belonging to each vessel, arc approved by 
the Committee and ordered to be complied with. 

The twelth proposal that, in case the enemy should appear 
licforc Bombay, except those attached to His Majesty’s ships and 
hospitals, all surgeons and mates with their medicine chests and 
instruments belonging to ships in the road or inhabiting the island 
be ordered to repair to the Company’s hospital and there attend tho 
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general service, is also approved: Decided that surgeons and mates 
should receive timely warning in case there should prove occasion 
for this service. 

The Committee remark that the thirteenth proposal that the 
Honourable Company’s civil servants and other European gentle¬ 
men inhabitants of this island be incorporated and form an 
independent company to assist in the defence of the islaud had been 
carried out in August 1757, that tho company had been regularly 
trained, but that if Major Fraser could spare them the services of a 
military officer to help the commandant Mr. Byfeld he would be 
welcome. 

To Major Fraser’s last proposal that it was requisite to lay in an 
ample stock of arrack to encourage the people during the fatigues 
of a siege, approval was given and a reference made to ascertain 
the quantity in stock. 1 

An attempt to enforce the landing and drilling of a contingent 
of seamen from Captain Newton’s Houghton (9th July 1760) was 
deprecated on the ground that the men were trainod and that in 
the rainy season the men were required on hoard. These reasons 
were accepted and tho attempt to enforce Major Fraser’s ninth 
proposal was abandoned. 2 

In addition to those measures it was verbally arranged that a 
party of military be sent under the Principal Engineer’s direction 
to level the sand hill without the Church Gate ; pay to be allowed 
tho Europeans at the same rate as was allowed the King’s artillery 
in 1756 on erecting the battery between the bandar and the fort. 
The Major to send a roll every morning to the Principal Engineer 
and the Engineer to forward one every night to the paymaster, 
subscribed by himself. 3 

At a Consultation on the 29th July 1760 the Board considered 
the following letter from Major Fraser on tho treatment of the out- 
forts : After considering the strength of the out-forts on this island, 
we are of opinion that it is nob advisable to attempt to defend 
them against an European enemy. On the one hand the forts arc too 
confined for the proper use of the guns, on the other hand they 
cannot be furnished with men without an undue drain on tho 
garrison. We therefore advise that at each fort artillery officers 
be appointed to survey the guns and stores so as to leave only 
enough to make tho proper alarms on the approach of an enemy 
and defend themselves till they can be supported or withdrawn. 
At the same time we recommend that he pay a more particular 
regard to the forts of Sion and Warli, those being the places wo 
judge of the greatest consequence. These proposals the Board 


1 Major John Fraser’s Letter of 8th July 1760 and Select Committee’s Consultation of 

8th July 1760, Tub. Diary 35 of 1760, 539-546. 

3 Letter from the President to Capt. Charles Newton, Commander of ship Houghton, 
9th July 1760, Pub. Diary 35 of 1760, 540 - 547 ; and his reply, l’ub. Diary 35 of 1760, 
647 - 548. 

3 Bom. Gov. Consultation 16th July 1760, Pub. Diary 34 of 1760, 620-531. 
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approve with the addition that Sivri receive equal attention with 
Sion and Warli. 1 

At a Consultation held the 30th November was read the follow¬ 
ing letter from Fort St. George dated 14th October 17G0: The 
French are now effectually shut up within their walls and begin 
to give tokens of their distress by forcing the black inhabitants 
to leave the place and shutting the gates upon them, when they 
request admittance again on being denied permission to pass our 
army. Colonel Coote is making proper dispositions to strengthen 
the blockade and establish the necessary posts against the rains set 
in. 2 

About a month later (31st December 17G0) the Court of Directors 
write : In the course of this year it has pleased God to bless the 
British arms with most remarkable success against the French in 
all parts of the world. The most vigorous measures aro still 
pursuing as the best, indeed as the only, means of bringing the 
enemy to equitable terms of accommodation and attaining that 
desirable object a safe and honourable peace. Although the 
generous overture made by his late Majesty last winter towards a 
congress for a pacification has not yet produced a suitable return, 
it is hoped the distressed condition of tho enemy will operate so 
strongly before the opening of the next campaign, that they will find 
themselves under the necessity of relieving their distress by agree¬ 
ing to such terms as shall in their present condition he reasonable. 
These however are at present only our wishes. We do not find any 
overtures have this year been made on the part of either nation. 
We do not know of any French force proceeding to India this 
season, at least none of any great consequence. Whenever we can 
get auv intelligence of their intentions and motions with respect 
to the'East Indies, we shall give you the earliest information. It 
is with great pleasure wo look upon the advantages gained over 
the enemy by the King’s and Company’s land forces upon tho 
coast of Coromandel, and equally so upon the gallant behaviour of 
His Majesty’s naval forces. We are greatly obliged to Admiral 
Steevens and Colonel Coote as also to Colonel Monson for the 
services they have rendered to the Company in their several 
departments. We have desired the President and Council in 
Madras to signify to those gentlemen how truly sensible we are of 
their merit, and this you will not fail to do, should any of those 
officers be with you on the receipt of this letter. There is the 
greatest reason to believe that the ascendancy over the enemy both 
by sea and land in India, will be maintained by our present super¬ 
iority of force. We cannot help flattering ourselves that it will 
not be long before we hear tljpt Pondicherry itself is fallen never 
to rise more. 3 
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In 1760, perhaps because of tho fear of a French attack, money 
was very scarce in Bombay. At a Consultation licit! the 12th 
February 1760, the Board agreed to deliver Rs. 60,000 of goods to 
Vanjdrds on receipt from the shroffs of bills in favour of the Chief 
and Council at Surat payable at par. 1 

An entry a week later suggests that on account of fear of a French 
attack no silver was brought to tho Bombay mint to be coined and 
that in consequence the mint was practically closed. At a Consult¬ 
ation on the 16th February 1760 the Board records: Our shroffs 
having offered to pay the Chief and Council at Surat 60,000 new 
rupees on our giving them the same number of current rupees, 
their offer is approved as we aro very much distressed for new 
money for the coast settlements, 2 

Another entry nearly two years later suggests that the scarcity 
of money was partly due to the wars in Upper India which 
culminated in the defeat of the Mar&thds at Pdriipat (6th January 
1761). At a Consultation on the 29th December 1761 read tho 
following petition from the coppersmiths to Government: That your 
Honours’ petitioners beg to represent that ever since your petition¬ 
ers purchased copper of the Honourable Company they have not 
been able to sell any part of it for want of buyers, because of the 
war between the Moghuls and Marathds. This year all sort of trade 
is stopped, an evil which not only renders the merchants, unable to 
sell their goods but reduces the town to great want of money. 
This obliges your Honours’ petitioners to make this request hoping 
as fathers of the merchants, your Honours will be pleased to grant 
them further time to take away their copper from the Company's 
warehouse ; s Resolved the consideration of the petition be deferred 
till the warehouse-keeper can examine the state of the copper¬ 
smiths’ accounts. 4 

At a Consultation, the 28th March 1760, the Board decide that 
as it is necessary to guard against any accident by tire in the 
marine yard, the storekeeper deliver the engine now in his charge 
to bo kept in the marine yard by the Superintendent. Also that 
such engines as had been delivered from tho Dragon, Swallow , or 
other ships from England be put in good repair and kept in the 
same place. 5 

On the 26t.h April 1760 shortly after receipt of the news that tho 
Company had been made commandants of Surat Castle* the Court 
of Directors write : We are sorry to find that our affairs at Surat 
have been in such a dangerous and disgraceful situation, our 
merchants' goods forced away, our servants barbarously and openly 
murdered in the streets, and our jChief grossly insulted. We 


1 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 12th Feb. 17(50, Pub. Diary 31 of 1760, 118. 

5 Bom, Gov. Consultation, 10th Feb. 17(50, Pub. Diary 34 of 1700, 130. 

3 Petition from Coppersmiths, Don. 1701, Pub. Diary 37 of 1761, 305. 

4 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 29th Deo. 3701, Pub. Diary 37 of 1701, 803. 

f Bom. Gov. Consultation, 28th Mureli 1760, Pub. Diary 34 of 1700, 23G. 

15 For particulars SCO Bombay Letters to Court, 27th March (paras SO-90) ami 31st 
March and 8th May 1709 paras 23 - 26. Fub, Pep. Letters to tlie Court Vol. 0 of 1769, 
36-40,97, 109-111. 
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have great reason to apprehend that private views and connections 
have brought on these mischiefs. It is certain that all our lato 
embroils with the Surat government have had their rise from self- 
interested motives. Wc are assured the promoter of these mis¬ 
fortunes was the Dutch broker Muncher (Mancharji) a miscreant 
who, although in a foreign interest, has been most shamefully suffer¬ 
ed to influence all our public concerns in that city, and though 
banished from our service by Mr. Wake, was supported in cheek¬ 
ing and controlling the measures of our late Chiefs, Messrs. Crom- 
melin and Ellis, till ho succeeded in establishing in the govern¬ 
ment his creature Ali Naw&z Khan for the subversion of our affairs 
and in absolute subjection to the dictates of the Dutch. In such a 
situation, loaded with injuries and stripped of our privilege, a war 
was unavoidable. We are therefore pleased to find it finished on 
terms so honourable and advantageous. For the future see that 
you give ns no cause to complain that private intercourse with our 
onomies is continued to the prejudice of our interest. If this is 
repeated by any of our servants^ we shall doem those servants 
unfaithful dishonourable and unworthy of our service. 

As we now possess the castle of Surat, we shall here lay down 
some rules for the conduct of this important concern. The residence 
of our servants must bo in the castle. But whether it may he 
proper for mercantile convenience and collecting our duties to hold 
the factory in the castle is left to your judgment. As already 
mentioned wo confirm Mr. Spencer our Chief at Surat. Our 
experience of his prudence and discretion gives us confidence that 
under him our orders and regulations will be punctually enforced. 
In case of Mr. Spencer’s death or departure, we give Mr. Thomas 
Hodges the option of this chicfship; if he declines it wc appoint 
Mr. William Andrew Price. We do not apprehend any necessity 
for a large garrison, as at any time they can be succoured from 
Bombay. Still let there always be a respectable force such as will 
provoat a surprise, and secure the castle from danger. Great order 
and severe discipline must be maintained that the soldiers are never 
suffered to injure or maltreat the inhabitants. In the choice of the 
military commander no regard must be paid to seniority. The 
commander must have temper and abilities and be esteemed by 
his people. We dwell the longer upon this head because in such a 
city many and fatal mischiefs may flow from indiscretion in the 
commander. 

So long as he acts uprightly it will be your interest to keep fair 
with the governor of Surat City. At the same time in all just and 
equitable instances yon must appear the merchants’ advocate and 
protector. The real and natural interest of Surat centers with the 
traders, and in defending them from oppression, you establish your 
own security. Such candid and fair behaviour will unite the 
inhabitants in affection and respect to your government. Make no 
ill use of power, distribute justice equally to all. Our Chief, we are 
satisfied, will maintain the character of an upright faithful servant 
and his example we hope will inspire others with a just sense of their 
duty. Should it appear that mercenary and selfish views bias any 
b 11S5—44 
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one to the prejudice of public measures, such, without waiting for 
orders, are instantly to be dismissed from our service. As you 
value our favour, we depend that your vigilance and care will be 
at all times exercised in freeing us from unavoidable embroils and 
in detecting the smallest malpractices at Surat. 1 

On the 25th April 1760 the Court of Directors wrote: We 
observe that upon some dispute President Bourehier took into his 
own hands the power of measuring ground. This we highly 
disapprove. The measuring of ground is our Collector’s province. 
Upon an application he issues his orders to the clerk of the works 
who certifies such measurement to the Collector, when the same 
becomes regularly registered. If any disputes should arise (which 
to us seems improbable) the Governor in Council are to determine 
the difference. 2 

The same Despatch continues: We approve the steps you have 
pursued with Captain Cameron and the late Mr. Funge (Funck)'. 
At the same time we can by no means excuse our Chief in taking 
off our soldiers from their duty to employ them as tailors and 
cobblers. This is a practice we will not suffer. The example may 
encourage inferiors to commit great abuses. 3 

During this time the Company’s relations with the Mardthfis 
continued friendly. On the 20th June 1760 Govind Shivrdmpant 
at a meeting with the Honourable the President and Council at 
the Company’s new house, delivered an elephant presented by 
Ndna (Balaji Bdjirdv, 1740-1701) to our Honourable Masters.* 

A Consultation of the 26th August 1760 records: Somo persons 
on the island having offered Bs. 1000 a year to have the sole 
privilege of importing and selling betcl-lcaf, wc think the amount 
is so trifling and the risk so considerable, the farm will prove a 
hardship to the inhabitants and likewise affect the Honourable 
Company in some essential points ; we judge it conducive to their 
real interest to decline the offer. 6 

On the subject of this monopoly two years later (16th April 
1762) the Court observe: You did well to reject the offer of 
Bs. 1000 for an exclusive privilege of selling hotel-leaf. We shall 
never acquiesce in raising a revenuo by any method that may be 
oppressive to the inhabitants, more particularly when proposed in 
so underhand a manner. 0 

An entry in the Bombay Diary of 1st October 1760 shows that 
in spite of their excellent qualities Arab sepoys were occasionally 
troublosomeThe Secretary by order of the President acquainted 


1 Court to Bombay 25th April 1760 paraa. 78 - 86, Pub. Dcp. Court’s L. Vol, 5 of 
1767-1761,261-263; 

8 Court to Bombay 2uth April 1760 para 106, Pub. Dtp, Court’s Letters Vol. 5 of 
1757 - 1761,273. 

8 Court to Bombay 25th April 17G0pam 134, Pub. Dcp. Court’s L. Vol, 15 of 1757- 
1761, 285, 1 Horn. Gov. Diary, 20th June 1760, Pub. Diary 31 of 17G0, 468, 

6 Bom. Gov, Consultation, 26th Aug. 1760, Pub, Diary 35 of 1760, 617. 

6 Court to Bombay 16th April 1702 para 91, l’ub. Dep, Court's L, Vol. 6 of 1762-04,44. 
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the Board that in addition to the misbehaviour of the Arab 
sepoys brought yesterday to the notice of the Board by Mr. Byfeld, 
Major Eraser had this morning informed tho President he was 
afterwards told that some of the Arabs were even loading their 
pieces when tho gentlemen at muster accepted their submission. 
This made it probable they would otherwise have proceeded to ex¬ 
tremities. The Major having not only proposed but recommended 
to the President to get rid of such troublesome people, the 
President had ordered the Secretary to acquaint the Board that 
with their concurrence he intended to discharge the whole 250 
Arabs. He would accompany their discharge with some credit to 
their officers and satisfaction to tho rest of the corps lest on any 
future occasion the island should otherwise be disappointed of their 
service. In this proposal the Council unanimously concurred. 1 

While the nows of tho ruin of Pdnipat (January 6th 17G1) was 
on its way to them the Directors wrote (fith May 1761): Although 
we are satisfied it may be attended with ill consequences, still to 
preserve a good understanding with them, it may he advisable to 
allow the Murathils to take possession of R&jpuri. You must be 
careful to interfere no further in assisting the Sidi than may be 
really and absolutely necessary. 2 * 4 

On the 5th May 1761 trustworthy advices by Basra bringing 
word that hia late Majesty George II. of ever blessed memory 
departed this life the 25th October 1760 of an apoplectic fit, 
the Bombay Council ordered that on tho occasion 76 half- 
minute guns be fired from the castle; that all the principal 
inhabitants on the island be required to put themselves into deep 
mourning for three months ami afterwards to wear half mourning 
for a like space of time. The Council add: Notice of this event 
must be given to all our subordinates and a saluto of 21 guns 
must be fired to-morrow at sunrise for the Prince of Wales' 
accession to the throne. It is agreed not to proclaim the Prince of 
Wales till more authenticate advices are received. 5 

At sunrise next morning (6th May 1701), agreeable to yesterday's 
resolution 76 half minute-guns were fired from the fort and 20 
from every ship in the road. The garrison w T as likewise ordered 
under arms and fired three volleys, tho drums colours and officers' 
spontoons (half-pikes or halberts) being put into mourning. At 
noon a royal salute was fired from every ship in the road and the 
jguns all round the town were discharged on account of the Princo 
of Wales’ accession to the throne.* 

On the 16th April 1762 the Court of Directors wrote: It is 
very agreeable to us to find that you have prevailed upon a shroff 
belonging to Tarvari’s hous<? to settle upon tho island. Every 
encouragement you give to merchants to come amongst you will 
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always meet with our approbation. We hope this single instance 
will incite others to follow his example. 1 

The Diary for 1762, under date Sunday 7th November, records : 
A very violentgale of wind doing considerable damage to tlie small 
craft in and about the harbour, blowing down great quantities of 
cocoanut trees, and in other respects greatly damaging most of the 
oarts and houses on the island. 2 3 

The destruction and injury to cocoa trees formed the subject of 
a petition from the oart-holders for a remission of assessment. Of 
this petition and the consequent inquiry and settlement the Bombay 
Government gave the following account in a letter to the Court of 
Directors dated 25th March 1764: On the 11th June the fazindara 
of Bombay and Mdhim delivered us a petition wherein they set 
forth the great loss they sustained by the storm in November 1762 
and on that account desired to be released from the tax. In conse¬ 
quence of this we ordered the Collector to make enquiry and report 
to us what deduction of tax would be reasonable. Again, on the 1 Cth 
August, the oart-farmers delivered us another petition desiring 
consideration on account of this storm. The whole matter was 
referred to the Committee of Accounts who on the 3rd January 
(1764) reported that the estimate of the loss calculated by the 
vereadores amounted to Rs. 14,332-3-9. In the Committee’s opinion 
it was impossible for the vereadores or any set of people to calculate 
the term of years trees shall remain fruitless after such a storm. 
The Committee recommended that, on the fourth sort of trees, the 
farmers should have a proportionable abatement of their tax for 
the first six months after the storm, for one year on the first second 
and third sorts, and a proportionate deduction in their annual rent 
for the trees blown down. As this settlement reduced tho damage 
from Rs. 14,332-3-9 to Rs. 8509, it was approved and ordered to 
be carried out. We hope it will satisfy the farmers. If not, the verea¬ 
dores will bo ordered from time to time to survey the oarts that 
should it be necessary a proportionable additional abatement may be 
made. 8 

This settlement by no means satisfied the Board of Directors. 
On the 22nd March 1765 the Court write to Bombay: We 
observe the farmers of the oarts petitioned the Board for an allow¬ 
ance on account of their sufferings by a storm in 1762, and after 
taking the same into consideration you allowed them Rs. 8500. 
This appears to us a very large sum. As your making such a pre¬ 
cedent may be very prejudicial to our interest in future, we expect 
you will explain your motives for this transaction more fully to us 
in your next advices, 4 * 

In a letter of the 3rd March 1762 the Court of Directors write : 
You were informed by our last letter that the negotiation for a 


1 Court to Bombay 16th April 1762 para 84, Pub. Dep. Court’s L. Vol. 6 of 

1762-1761, 42. 2 Public Diary 89 of 1762, 657. 

3 Bombay to Court 25th March 1764 para 100, Pub. Don. Betters to the Court 
Vol. 11 of 1764, 67-08. 

4 c omt to Bombay 22nd March 1765 para 120, rub. Deri. Court’s L. Vol. 7 of 

1765 -1768, 38-39, * 
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F eace between Great Britain and France was entirely broken off. 

t was therein also intimated that there was too much reason to 
apprehend a war would break out with Spain. This event accord¬ 
ingly happened. On the 4th of January (1702), war was declared 
in London against the King of Spain. The motives for this measure 
will appear by His Majesty’s declaration, dated at St. James’s, the 
2nd of the same month, which you will herewith receive. You are 
accordingly to cause tho said declaration to be proclaimed at Bom¬ 
bay and its dependencies with the solemnities usual on such an 
occasion. This information must put you on your guard to take 
all proper measures for the security of our navigation against any 
attempts of this now enemy. In particular you must givo the 
necessary orders and cautions to the commanders of all our home¬ 
ward bound ships to be well on their guard and avoid touching at 
any Spunish ports during the whole course of their voyage. It is 
further necessary to inform you that relations with the Dutch 
nation are at present so critical that we should not be surprised if 
they take some unjustifiable measures to our prejudice in the East 
Indies, particularly in Bengal. In these circumstances you cannot 
be too watchful to prevent any dangers apprehended from tho 
Dutch. 1 

On tho 10th of August (1702) tho several European and native 
inhabitants, agreeable to the summons sent them for that purpose, 
being assembled upon the Green, the Board also repaired thither at 
9 o'clock in the morning when all the troops in tho garrison being 
under arms, the Secretary mounted on horseback, read His 
Majesty’s declaration of war against Spain. After this the Board 
proceeded to the Bandar. 2 3 * 

On the 8th August 1762 read the letter and accompanying papers 
received last night (7tli August 1762) from tho President and 
Council for military affairs at Madras, advising us of a proposed 
expedition against Manilla and desiring us to afford all possible 
assistance in men, vessels, stores, and apparatus. After considera¬ 
tion it is decided to hold in readiness as many men as our situation 
will admit. Also one bomb-vessel, 1000 barrels of gunpowder, 
Hind such flat-bottomed boats as are finished. In the meantime we 
shall hope to receive farther advices how far it may be expedient 
to prosecute this expedition while the French are in possession 
of the islands. Also whether the withdrawing forces from India 
on so distant an expedition will not expose the settlements to the 
enemy’s attacks, 8 

About the 20th Juno 1763 the President received by Aleppo and 
Basra a letter from the Court of Directors dated 30th November 
1762, informing him that on tho 8th instant one of the King’s 
messengers arrived at the office of the Earl of Egremont, His 
Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State, with the instruments of 

1 Court to Bombay 3rd March 1762 paras 9 -12, Pub. Dep. Court's L Vol 6 of 
1762-1764,3-4. 

2 Bom. Gov. Consultation 10th Aug. 1762, Tub. Diary 39 of 1762, 422-423. 

3 Bom. Gov. Select Committee’s Consultation, 3th Aug. 1762, Secret and Pol 

Diary 8 of 1762, 41 -12. 


Chapter I. 

History. 

War with Spain 
1762. 


Manilla 

Expedition, 

1762. 


Peace in Europe 
1763. 



350 


BOMBAY TOWN 


[Historical 


Chapter I. 

History. 

Peace in Europe, 
1763. 


Deareaaa in 
Revenue, 
1760- 1762. 


preliminary articles of peace signed at Fontainbleau the 3rd instant 
by his Grace the Duke of Bedford, His Majesty’s Minister Plenipo¬ 
tentiary, with those of the Most Christian and Catholic Kings. In 
consequence of this on the 26tli November a cessation of arms was 
publicly declared in England between the said powers. The Court 
continues : That this cessation of arms may have its proper and 
intended effect you are not only strictly to obsorvo it yourselves, 
but you are to send and give immediate notice thereof to every 
part of India and wherever else we have any connections or it may be 
of any possible utility, 1 Accordingly at nine o’clock on the morning 
of the 24th June, the garrison being under arms npon tho Green, 
the President and Council being present and tho European and 
native inhabitants duly assembled, the Secretary, mounted on 
horseback, read His Majesty’s proclamation for a cessation of arms 
between Great Britain France and Spain. 2 Two months later, Slat 
August 1763, on information contained in a letter from tho Direc¬ 
tors dated 31st March 1763, at nine in tho morning, the Honourable 
President and Council, attended by all European and native inha¬ 
bitants, repaired to the Green where the Secretary mounted on 
horseback read His Majesty’s proclamation of peace. The garrison 
being under arms fired throe volleys and the Fort 21 guns. After 
this every body went to the Church and heard a thanksgiving 
sermon prepared for the occasion. 3 

As was natural in a time of so great danger of European attack on 
the coast, and of such disturbance and destruction both in Upper India 
and in Poona, tho customs revenue of Bombay showed a decline from 
Es. 1,63,931 in 1760-61 to Es. 1,56,612 in 1761-62. Eegarding the 
decrease in the Bombay revenues on the 6th April 1763 the Court write : 
We are willing to believe the decrease of our revenues does not proceed 
from any inattention of our President and Council, but chiefly from the 
inland troubles in the Mardtha country which prevent the Van jura 
merchants coming down in such numbers as usual. When these 
inland disturbances are at an end, we doubt not but trade will revive, 
and that nothing will be wanting on your part to bring it back to its 
former state, perhaps even to a higher degree of perfection. The peace 
between the European Nations in India may probably contribute to 
lessen the troubles among the inland Princes and thereby to open the 
door of trade and commerce in their several countries, a result which 
must increase our customs and revenues all over India. 4 

A year later (3rd April 1764) tho Directors continue*. We are 
sorry to find there is reason to complain of the continued decrease of the 
customs and duties at your Presidency during the years 1761 to 1762. 
This decrease as you advise us is owing to the general decay of trade 
and the unsettled state of the country. . As the peace now established 
in Europe must be productive of good effects for the commerce of 


'Court to Bombay 30th Nov. 1762 paras 1-4, Fub. Dep, Court’s L. Vol. 6 of 
1762-1764. 79-80. 

3 Bom. Gov. Diary 24th June 1763, Pub. Diary 41 of 17C3, 443. 
s Bom, Gov. Diary 31st Aug, 1763, Fub. Diary 41 of 1763, 640. 

4 Court to Bombay 6th April 1703 para 78, Pub. Dep. Court’s L. Vol. G of 1702-1764, 
20D-200. 
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India and as we rely on your best endeavours to promote the internal 
tranquillity of the country, we hope that we shall hear no further 
complaints on this subject. 1 * 

In one respect the disturbed stato of the Deccan was not unfavour¬ 
able to Bombay. 

At a Consultation, the 81st May 1763, Government remark: 
As the Moghal, that is the Nizdm's army, has entirely destroyed 
Poona 1 many of the principal traders have asked and received permis¬ 
sion to repair hither with their families. As our Honourable Masters 
have frequently recommended us to give all suitable encouragement to 
people of substance resorting to this island, it is ordered that a publica¬ 
tion be issued signifying that all persons who may repair hither shall 
enjoy the same privileges as other inhabitants, and be permitted to 
purchaso lands or houses from any persons they think proper. This we 
hope will induce many substantial subjects of the neighbouring 
countries to resort under our protection. 3 

This measure was approved by the Court who write (22nd 
March 1765) : Wc approve tho measure you took in inviting the 
inhabitants of Poona to settle at Bombay. 4, 5 Though upon this 
occasion the Mardthas are said to have prevented any rich 
merchant leaving Poona, Bombay seems to have gained important 
additions as it is noticed that by 1764 the population had increased 
to 60,000. 6 

In the years of war and expectation of war (1761 and 1762) 
tho fall in revenue was accompanied by an increase in charges. 
On the 3rd April 1704 the Directors write to Bombay: It is 
with concern wo find ourselves disappointed in the expectations 
you gave us that your charges would be decreased. By your 
general books it appears that in the course of last year charges 
have been considerably increased. Still wo observe that this 
increase is for the most part in consequence of the late war. We 
therefore raise no objection beyond earnestly recommending to you 
to take advantage of tho peace to roduco your charges within duo 
bounds. 8 

The diary of the 18th November 1763 has this entry: A Court 
of Admiralty was this day held on the people belonging to the 
Royal Admiral who attempted to carry off that ship out of Surat 
road. At this Court Andrew Pope, W. Bruce, and T. Moore wore 
convicted of piracy and condemned to be banged as the law directs. 7 
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1 Court to Bombay 3rd April 1764 para 68, Pub. Dep. Court’s L. Vol. 6 of 1762 - 
1764, 287. 

s In the war between MAdhavr.tv* Peshwa nnd the Ni/.dm in 1762, the Maritha 
troops ravaged the Nizdm’s country and Nizdni Ali advanced ami plundered Poona, 
taking much property and destroying and burning all houses which were not ransomed. 
Bombay Gazetteer, Poona, XVIII. it. II. 252. 

3 Bom. Gov. Consultation 31st May 1703, Pub. Diary 40 of 1703, 402. 

4 Court to Bombay 22ml Mar. 1766 para 10G, Pub. Dep. Court’s L. Vol. 7 of 1765- 
17GS 34i 

5 Historical Account of tire Settlement of Bumbay (1781), 6. 

« Court to Bombay 3rd April 1764 para 50, Pub. Dep. Court’s L. Vol, 6 of 1762- 

1761, 287. 7 Bom. Gov. Diary 18th Nov. 1763, Pub, Diary 11 of 1763, 717. 
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On the 22nd March 17G5 the Directors wrote: As since the peace 
the slavo trade to the Coast of Africa has greatly increased, the 
demand for goods proper for that market is very large. We are 
very desirous, so far as lies in our power, to contribute to the 
encouragement of a trade on which the well-being of the British 
plantations in the West Indies so much depends. Considering this 
matter in a national view we expect and positively direct you, as 
far as you possibly can, to conform, not only to the provision in 
general of the several articles ordered in the abovementioned list 
of investment, but to those in particular marked A which are more 
immediately wanted for that trade. 1 

On the 22nd March 1765 the Court of Directors issued the follow¬ 
ing orders against the supply of arms and stores to the country 
powers : We forbid your supplying any of the country powers 
with musquets unless for special reasons to the King of Travankor. 
Cannon we absolutely forbid your supplying. We should not have 
thought there would over have been a necessity for this order as 
the supplying of cannon seems so remarkably inconsistent with 
our interest and policy. We further positively forbid your supply¬ 
ing country powers with any warlike stores whatsoever. The samo 
prohibition extends to all kinds of marine stores unless upon very 
extraordinary occasions for which wo shall expect the fullest and 
most explicit reasons. With respect to building ships at Bombay 
for any of the country powers, whatever it may be for individuals, 
this can never be for the Company’s interest. Consequently we 
forbid the building in Bombay of any ships for the use of country 
powers. 2 3 

At a Consultation, the 16 th July 1765, the Board passed tho 
following rules regarding the levy of customs duties: All goods 
brought from the north, notwithstanding they may be landed for 
exportation, are to pay duty in Bombay unless the proprietor can 
produce a certificate that they have paid duty at Surat. The duty 
on cotton is to be levied agreeable to the valuation of this article at 
Surat. To prevent the southern traders evading payment of customs 
by proceeding from Bombay to tho northern {Torts without touching 
at Surat, the customs master is directed, upon their arrival, to call 
on all merchants not under our protection to deliver in a list of 
cargo and to charge the usual duties thereon valuing the goods 10 
per cent under the market price, and granting the proprietors a 
certificate of their having paid tho same. The customs master is 
further directed to observe the same rule with respoct to all mer¬ 
chants trading under our protection, who may proceed directly to 
the northward without touching at Surat. On the other hand all 
merchants who declare their intention of proceeding to and landi ng 
their goods at Surat are to be exem{fted. To prevent our being 
deceived in this respect, a list of exemptions must always be sent 


1 Court to Bombay 22nfl March 1765 para 75, Pub. Dcp. Court’s Letters Vol. 7 of 

1765 - 1768, 23 - 24. Tho list A re ('erred to in the text has not been traced. 

3 Court to Bombay 22nd March 1705 paras 101 ■ 104, Tub. Dcp. Court’s L. Vol. 7 of 
1765 • 1768, 33 - 34. 
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into the Secretary’s office, to be transmitted to the Chief and 
Council at Surat. To enable the customs master to comply with 
this order, the superintendent is directed to send him a list of all 
boats and vessels which may in future proceed under our convoys. 
The Bombay Council resolved to introduce a standing rule that 
goods remaining unsold at the end of July be valued at the then 
market price and the customs collected thereon accordingly. 1 

At a Consultation dated 8th October 17G5 the Council order that 
four coolies being detected in carrying off contrary to the established 
rules of the Government a merchant largely indebted on the island 
the Collector should levy the fines of Its. 100 which the publication 
subjects them to on this account. 3 

At a Consultation of the 28th January 1760 determined as 
inconveniencics have arisen to the public service from Bohoras and 
others working up iron and exporting it across the harbour for 
the service of the Mardthds and other country powers, that the 
exportation of all iron worked upon the island for .ships’ use be 
prohibited. 3 

The Court of Directors’ letter, dated 12th March 1766, contains 
the following reference to Angria’s affairs: In your letter of the 
14th May 1705 you acquaint us that two sons of Tuldji Angria, 
escaped from Mardtha confinement, are arrived at Bombay claiming 
our protection. We wish you had not entertained these fugitives 
as it may give umbrage to the Mardthiis. It will be more agreeable 
to us if you can get rid of the Angri&s by giving a small sum of 
money to each, and desiring them to go to some other country. 4 

A Consultation of 4th November 1767 records: Received by 
patamar a letter from the President and Council at Fort St. George, 
enclosing a letter from Colonel Smith to their President, with the 
agreeable nows that the army under iris command has gained a 
complete victory over the combined forces of the Subha of the 
Deccan and Haidar Ali Khan. In consequence of this happy 
event a royal salute was immediately fired. 5 

On the 28th January 1767 the Honourable Thomas Hodges 
succeeded the Honourable Charles Croinmelin as Governor and 
President of Bombay, On the 4th April 1767 the Court of Directors 
wrote: We must observe that for some years past under various 
pretences, our servants at your presidency have purchased many 
buildings from gentlemen leaving the island, which in general have 
appeared more for the interest of those gentlemen than that of 
your employers. To prevent this in future wo positively order 
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1 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 16th July 1765, Pub. Diary 45 of 1765, 439-440. Comp, 
of Standing Ord. Vol. 2 of 1759-1788, 194. 

’ Bom. Gov. Consultation, 8th Oct. 1765, Pub. Diary 45 of 1765, 648. 

’Bom. Gov. Consultation, 28th Jan. 1766, Pub, Diary 45 of 1766, 57* Com.m. of 
Standing Ord. Vol. 2 of 1759-1788, 148. 

4 Court to Bombay 12th March 1706 para 88, Pub. Dep, Court’s Letters Vol. 7 of 
1765-1768,136. 

5 Bom, Gov. Diary 4th Nov, 1767, Secret and Political Diary 9 of 1767, 33. 
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that no houses or warehouses be purchased on our account until 
leave is iirst obtained from us. 1 

A Consultation of 1st September 1707 records: The trade of 
the island being greatly interrupted by people seizing hamdls to 
carry palanquins ; Resolved that no hamdls whatever be employed 
in this service without permission from the customs master who 
must he directed not to give leave for any, except those usually 
called batty hamdl and a publication of this, our resolution, to 
be issued by boat of drum. After this should any peon or other 
person presume to seize any hamdl without permission from the 
customs master he must be punished at the customs masters 
discretion." 

On the 23rd December 1767 the Board record: The unhappy 
accident of the ship Defiance being blown up in the Gulf of Persia 
in our opinion renders the sending another capital cruizer info the 
Gulf unavoidable. As we have already determined to accept 
Karim Khan’s proposals for acting jointly with him against Carrack 
and Ormuz and have directed the agent and Council at Basra 
to signify the same to him, our Honourable Masters’ interest 
would be greatly affected, if not entirely ruined, in case of 
the Khan's being disappointed in the assistance promised him 
which must bo the consequence if the Defiance is not replaced. 
Resolved therefore that the Revenge proceed on this service and 
to assist in carrying the goods and stores intended thither a 
letter being sent to Surat to hasten her departure from the bar on 
this account. The determining or sending another military force is 
deferred lor the present. 8 

Consideration of the military force to ho sent to Persia resumed 
on 4th January 1768: Major Mackenzie now lays before us a 
state of our present garrison from which it appears that after 
completing the force now in and bound to the Gulf to what was 
originally intended allowing for the men lost on the Defiance, a 
point which our engagements to Karim Khan renders indispensably 
necessary, we shall'be able to detach 400 European infantry 
including non-commissioned officers, about 80 artillery, and 800 
sepoys including officers, which with a proper mai'ine force the 
Major is of opinion will be fully sufficient to reduce Haidar Ali’s 
fleet forts and possessions upon the sea coast, and at the same time 
leave such a number of men in this garrison as with the militia of 
the island will bo sufficient for its security against a surprise. The 
superintendent is likewise asked as to the marine force he deems 
necessary on this occasion. He declares that the vessels left after 
the departure of those ordered to Persia together with the Drake, 
Snow, Far,, and Fly galivats at One* and two of our Honourable 
Masters will be sufficient to accomplish every end. This object being 


1 Court to' Bombay 4-th April 17C7 para 82, Pub. Hep. Courts L. Vol. 7 of 1765- 
1708, 258-259. Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 2 of 1759-1788, 196. 

2 Bom, Gov. Consultation, 1st Sept, 1767, Pub. Diary 49 of 1707, 485-486. Comp, of 
Standing Ord. Vol. 2 of 1759-1788, 235. 

3 Bom, Gov. Consultation, 23rd Dec, 1767, Pub. Diary 49 of 1707, 744-745. 
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thus provided for, the Major is ordered to embark such a number of 
men on the vessels bound to Persia as will complete the force 
originally intended, allowing for the men lost on the Defiance. 
The commanders of the Lord Mansfield and Earl of Chatham are 
ordered to get their ships in readiness for the sea, as, if agreeable 
to the superintendent’s opinion, we determine on employing two 
ships on the above service. 1 

The following statement shows in detail the strength and 
distribution of the Bombay garrison in January 1768 : 


Bombay Garrison, 1708. 
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The following tables give the detailed strength of the Persian 
expedition: 

Troops for Persia, 17fiH. 
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On the 18th March 1768 the Court of Directors wrote: Wo 
highly approve the intimation you gave to our President and 
Council of Fort St. Ocorgo to use their endeavours with the 
MarathfSa to obtain a graut of Sdlsette and Bassein. We now 
in the strongest manner recommend to you upon every occasion to 
use your endeavours to obtain these places. We should esteem them 
a valuable acquisition. We cannot directly point out the mode of 
acquiring them but should prefer obtaining them by purchase to 
obtaining them by war. 1 

On the 18th March 1768 the Court of Directors wrote : The 
Royal Society having applied to us, as by the enclosed copy of 
their Secretary’s letter, that observations may be made at our 
several presidencies or other places in the East Indies of the next 
transit of the planet Venus over the disk of the sun which is 
expected to happen on the 3rd June 1769, and being desirous by all 
means of concurring in an affair of such importance to the advance¬ 
ment of science, wc thus early and earnestly recommend it to you, 
to direct all and every person in the service of the Company who 
arc conversant in astronomy, and to desire in our name by parti¬ 
cular notice or otherwise all other persons whatsoever under your 


1 Court to Bombay 18th Mar. 1768 para 91, Pub. Dep. Courts Letters Vol. 7 of 
1765 -1768, 332. 
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influence properly qualified for the purpose to exert themselves 
in making the most careful and accurate observations upon the said 
transit, and to deliver their reports to you in writing to be trans¬ 
mitted to us at least in duplicate by the earliest opportunities. To 
the persons who shall be employed as observers you arc to deliver 
copies of the directions sent to you in 17G0 for the last transit. 
When we receive certain promised instructions from His Majesty’s 
Astronomer Royal for observations on the expected transit we shall 
forward the same that copies thereof may also be put into the 
hands of the observers whom we also wish to be furnished with 
instruments and every assistance contributary to the success and 
accuracy of their observations. We have given and shall send the 
liko directions on this subject to Fort St. George, Bengal, Fort 
Marlborough, and China. 1 

In the same letter (18th March 1768) the Court continues: The 
exigency of the times limiting the remittances to Europe through 
our cash we have considered how wc can best alleviate the hard¬ 
ships that individuals may sustain thereby. To compensate for 
the same and open a channel for transmitting such sums as there 
may be occasion to send hither until the alteration of circumstances 
shall no longer require the refusal of the bills of exchange, we have 
resolved and do accordingly allow that all our servants civil marine 
and military, the traders in coral, and the commanders of our 
freighted ships, may import gold or silver in specie or bullion from 
the East Indies, free of duty and all other charges, the freight of a 
quarter per cent to the commauders excepted. The exportation of 
the said specie or bullion from Bombay is to be made under your 
license and register, in the same manner as is practised in respect to 
diamonds, except that the exporter is to be free from all duties and 
charges thereon. You are to transmit to us in duplicate such 
registers for ascertaining the particulars that on the arrival of the 
ships we may order the specie or bullion to be brought up to our 
treasury to be delivered to the persons to whom the same are 
respectively consigned. This indulgence is to continue until wo 
revoke the samo. 2 

In July 1768 as a number of people had been lately bitten somo 
of them fatally by mad dogs. Government resolved (22nd July 1768) 
that a publication be issued by beat of drum requiring all persons 
possessed of dogs to keep them tied up for a certain space of time 
otherwise they will be destroyed. A party of sepoys to be ordered 
out on Monday morning to kill all dogs they may find strag¬ 
gling about. 8 

As many inconveniences were found to arise from the boats which 
ply in the road as burnboats being under no regulation, the 
Bombay Council agreed (18th October 1768) to forbid any boat to 
ply in this capacity without a permit. They direct the customs 
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1 Court to Bombay 18th March 1768 paras 129 - 131, Pub. Dcp, Court’s L. Vul, 7 of 
1765-1768, 345-316, 

s Court to Bombay 18th March 1768 para 194, Ditto 365-366. 

3 Bom, Gov. Consultation 22nd July 1768, Pub. Diary 51 of 1768, 420. 
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master to order all sueli boats as he furnishes with permits to be 
numbered and registered and to require them to repair to the Mandvi 
at sunset. After sunset on pain of such fine or punishment as the 
customs master may think proper to inflict, no boats are to ply 
without particular leave obtained for that purpose, neither must 
boats at nny time go between the Dock and Pier heads without 
express permission. 1 

On the 28th December 17GS a Consultation resolved: The mer¬ 
chants being very desirous that a vessel may be immediately ordered 
to Surat to carry up a large quantity of their purchases at the present 
sales and as we believe there is nothing now to bo apprehended 
from the Mardthds ; ordered the Resolution he called in from her 
present cruize and employed on this service and to bring down as 
many bales of the investment as may be in readiness, as the Admiral 
Watson, the only vessel besides that is now here proper for the 
same, will not for some time be ready for the sea. 2 

In a letter of the 31st March 1769 the Court write: We hope 
whenever peaco is established you will give the greatest attention 
to the export trade, and in all treaties with the Princes of the 
country, you should endeavour to stipulate their taking a certain 
quantity of woollens annually from you. 3 

In a letter of the 3lst March 1709 the Directors write: In the 
course of your transactions with the country powers we observe 
that as very few of our servants are acquainted with the country 
languages, they are under the necessity of placing a confidence in 
the natives as interpreters. As Mr. Dow to whom we have given 
a military appointment is well versed in the knowledge of the 
Oriental Languages, his talents may be of great utility to the 
Company in the Gulf of Persia, or on other occasions. Wo there¬ 
fore strongly recommend to you that notwithstanding his military 
appointment you avail yourselves of his abilities whenever it may 
bo necessary to translate from or negotiate in those languages. 4 

On the 31st Marqji 1769 the Directors write: It has happened 
of late years that among many natives of India who have been 
sent to England as servants to gentlemen or their families return¬ 
ing home, several, entirely forsaken by the persons who engaged 
them and thereby left in very dcstituto circumstances, have 
applied to us to return at the Company’s expense on board their 
ships. This we have been induced to grant not only oil account of 
their great distress but to prevent reflections on us in this respect 
from the people of India. In order therefore to remedy these 
grievances you are hereby directed not to permit any persons 
whatever, on returning to England, # to take with them a native of 
India without giving security for every such native in the sum of 


1 Bom, Gov, Consultation, 18th Oct. 1708, Pub. Diary 51 of 1768, 564., 

5 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 28th Dec. 1768, Pub. Diary 51 of 1708, 700. 

3 Court to Bombay 31st March 1709 para 39, Pub. Dep. Court’s L. Vol. 8 of 
1709 1771,31. 

’Court to Bombay 31st March 1769 para 47, Pub. Hep. Court's h. Vol. 8 of 
1709-1771,33. 
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£50 to prevent their being chargeable to the Company in any 
manner whatever. You must send such bonds in the packets by the 
ships whereon any Indian servants embark that in case of necessity 
wc may put the same in force here. 1 

On the 31st March 17G9 the Court writes: The importation of 
silk appearing to us of the greatest consequence, as well for the 
benefit of the Company as a national object, we have again taken 
this branch of trade under our consideration. We are of opinion 
that if the troubles at Bushire make it impracticable to procure silk 
there, that you strongly recommend the agent of Basra to attend 
to this business. As a further motive to attain this end we permit 
you to increase the price as far as Its. 90 tho man. If you can procure 
us a considerable investment, we even authorise you to extend it to 
one hundred. As the first and third sorts afford the largest profits 
wo desire you will send as little as possible of the other sorts, taking 
them only as a means of procuring the first and third. 2 

On the 30th June 1769 the Court of Directors wrote : Though 
from the beginning we have seen with great concern the war with 
Haidar Naik and disapproved it as being contrary to the opinions 
we entertain of the Company’s true interests in respect to the 
country powers, yet so long as the war continues it is the duty 
of our several presidencies to co-operate to the utmost in order as 
soon as possible to force the enemy to reasonable terms of peace. 
The shameful behaviour of tho garrison left at Mangalor has done 
grievous mischief by encouraging Haidar Naik and bis troops. 
You should have ondeavoured to repair that disgrace by some fresh 
expedition against bis possessions upon your coast. The state of 
your forces does not appear to us so weak as to disable you in 
the manner you represent, nor do tho principal officers give any 
such opinion, .It is true that Colonels Campbell and Keating in 
considering the state of your works give an opinion what should be 
the number of the garrison for their defence in case of attack by 
a regular army. This docs not imply that such a garrison should 
remain for ever within the walls, nor does 'the nature of our 
service admit of such calculations. Wc hope our servants at 
Madras have before this seen an opportunity of making peace upon 
reasonable terms. If Haidar Naik refuses to hearken to reasonable 
terms our three presidencies must co-operate vigorously to reduce 
him. At the same time considering the Marfithas as tho most 
dangerous growing power in India, wo shall be very sorry to add to 
their strength by the total defeat of Haidar Ntiik, who has hitherto 
been a strong chock upon tlieir ambitious views. We wish him 
therefore to remain an independent power in amity with us, and we 
hope in time he will consider that liis own interest points this out. 
If once he lets the Mar&th&s get a footing in the Mysor country, under 
a pretence of assisting him against the English, they will not rest 
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till they aro masters of the whole. The whole tenour of our 
letters to you and the other presidencies will show you that wo are 
rather jealous of the Maratha power. We have sought to continue in 
peace with them, and to keep up a friendly intercourse. If they 
think fit to take a hostile part against us, to send you insulting 
messages, and to bravo your port with their grabs, it is time to 
talro vigorous measures for preserving that respect which we have 
hitherto held on your side of India. When you wrote your letter 
of the 13tli December giving an account of the Maratha fleet 
cruising off the harbour and of the insolent answer of VisAji Pant, 
you had ships in your harbour more than ..sufficient to have 
destroyed his fleet or brought him to a more becoming and explicit 
declaration. Also when Madhavrao informed you that his design 
was to demand the chauth from the Nabob of Arcot, preserving at 
the same time the utmost goodwill towards the English, you should 
have told him that those two things were incompatible, that the 
Nabob of Arcot was, as he knew, in firm friendship and alliance 
with the English, and that any demand made upon him at the head 
of an army laying waste his country would be answered by the 
English forces in all parts of India who never would suffer a 
people under their protection to he distressed and plundered on 
any pretence whatsoever. That accounts should be settled between 
their respective agents in the usual manner, and if anything was 
due from the Nabob of Arcot, your good offices should be employed 
in bringing the matter to an amicable conclusion. Such language, 
with at the same time some vigorous preparations by sea and land, 
would have been more likely to preserve peace with the MardthAs, 
than the silent respect with which you seem to have received all 
their insults. 1 

On the 25th February 1771 the Honourable William Hornby 
succeeded the Honourable Thomas Hodges as Governor and President 
of Bombay. In the same year, 1771, it appeared to the Board that the 
Europe naval stores which the Maratluls and others procured from 
Bombay, led to an increase of their naval force, very much against the 
interest of the Company. The Government therefore, in their Con¬ 
sultation of 21st May 1771, resolved that no Europe naval stores bo 
sold in or exported from Bombay without the express permission 
of Government, and that they he laid under the same restrictions as 
military stores. That no one might plead ignorance the Secretary 
was directed to issue a publication by beat of drum in the usual 
languages. 2 

At a Consultation held the 12th June 1771 the Secretary read the 
following letter from the Committee of Surveys to the President and 
Council: At the present time, when the chance of a war in Europe 
makes it probable that an attack upon this town may bo made 
very unexpectedly, it becomes the duty of every person who considers 
himself in any shape responsible for the defence of this place, to 


1 Court to Bombay 30th June 1769 paraB 7 -9, Pub. Dep. Court's L. Vol, 8 of 1709 - 
1771, 82-85. 3 i'ub, Diary 57 of 177b 401. 
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reflect upon the attacks which arc most likely to be made upon it, 
and to endeavour to discover the best means of making the town 
defensible in the shortest time considering the present situation of 
its works. The best attack upon Bombay is unquestionably from 
tho sea. Troops under cover of a heavy well-supported fire from 
shipping, may land between the Dock Bastion and the Bandar 
Battery, and between the north-east curtain of the castle and the 
old Maudvi Bastion. This space of about one thousand yards is 
almost totally unprovided with fire, and for about half the distance, 
namely from the fort to the end of the wall near Moody's house, 
there is no impediment in their way. A ship laid in a line with 
tho old Mandvi Bastion may take the whole north front in enfilade, 
and all the works from the line of communication at the salient 
angle of the Bazfir Gate Eavclin to the ridge of Dongri in reverse. 
Vessels laid between the Dock and Bandar Biers will enfilade tho 
greatest part of the Dock Bastion, its curtain, the gorge of the 
Royal Bastion, and the south face of the Apollo Gate Ravelin. 
They will also flank the north-east and south-west sides.of tho 
castle and take the north-west front in reverse. Vessels laid in 
line with the south-south-east face of the Royal Bastion will 
enfilade the whole south front almost to Stanhope Bastion and the 
north-east face of the Dock Bastion. If this town should not be 
attacked from the sea but tho enemy determine upon an attack by 
land, it is for obvious reasons impossible to suppose them so ili- 
conducted ns to attempt a landing to the southward of the town or 
on Col&ba. Neither can we suppose that they will attempt a 
landing to the westward of the town on account of the rocks and 
shoal water in Back Bay ns well as for want of a sufficient space 
to make their approaches and many other reasons. In short one 
may venture without much presumption to prophesy that if an 
enemy determines upon an attack by land either to the southward 
or westward of the town, and if tho garrison behaves tolerably well, 
they will never take tho town. From the Dock Bastion therefore 
to the Moor’s Bastion one may pronounce this town free from even 
the possibility of an attack by land, and yet this is tho only part 
of the fortifications of Bombay that at this moment is in a tenable 
condition. Little also is wanted in all this extent but to mount the 
guns in tlie lunettes of the Apollo Gate Ravelin, and to repair the 
wooden platforms which at present are almost all broken. From 
the Moor's Bastion round to the old Maudvi Bastion the old works 
are in a very weak and ruinous condition, and incapable of any 
good defence against anything like a spirited attack. The ditches 
and covered way of the Hodges and Cumberland Ravelins are 
unfinished, in many parts not even begun, and there are no bridges 
of communication between these outworks and the place. The 
rampart for much the greatest part from the Church Gate round 
to the old Mandvi Bastion is ruinous. Some part of the work last 
done has only a revetment and the retaining wall of the parapet with¬ 
out being filled up. The retaining wall which was begun lately has 
been stopped, and, even in daylight, the tcrrepleiue is for a consider¬ 
able space not passable for more than one man in front. In some 
parts of the rampart the earth has given way so much for want of 
d 1185—4G 
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the retaining wall that one discharge would inevitably drive the 
gun off the rampart. The ditch in many parts is not at this 
moment knee deep. The guns in many parts of the works on this 
side arc of too small calibre, and in general the gun-carriages and 
platforms arc in very bad order and want immediate repair. The 
houses that were ordered to be pulled down are most of them still 
standing, and it is impossible to move troops or guns either upon 
the rampart or behind it for any distance from the Church Gate 
all the way round to the old Mandvi Bastion. From the Bazar 
Gate to the old Mdndvi Bastion the top of the parapet is rent and 
in some parts of the Princess’s curtain the ditch is dry. From the 
old Mandvi Bastion to the end of the wall near Moody’s house on 
the north-north-east side of the town the works have never been 
finished, and though there he a very good wall with buttresses 
where bombproof lodgments may easily and speedily be made for 
the troops, yet in its present situation it answers very little good 
purpose of defence, there being no parapet to it. 

It is laid down as a rule that the nearer the works come to the 
body of a place, the higher they should he. Here it is the 
reverse, for the new ravelins are considerably higher than the 
curtains they are made to cover, and the doctrine of reciprocal 
defence between the various works of this place seems to have been 
forgotten in the construction of many of them. Notwithstanding 
the enormous sums which have been expended on the fortifications 
of it, this place appears at this moment just as defenceless as the 
Chief Engineer of Bengal thought it in October 1768. His words 
are: “ At this instant this fortress labours under the greatest 
disadvantage that over attended a fortification.'” In the next 
paragraph of the same letter he declares: “ Bombay is at this 
instant so insecure and so open that it is capable of being assaulted 
at any hour in the night with the loss of very few lives to an 
enemy.” It is with infinite reluctance that wo differ from so 
respectable an authority as Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell in a matter 
immediately in his .department as an engineer, but we are obliged 
to say that his reasons for leaving that side of Dongri Fort next 
to the town open are by no means satisfactory to us. It is evident 
that in their present situation or in any situation in which they 
can be put for a year to come, the works on Dongri do not add to 
the defence of the town. On the contrary in case of an attack they 
would harass and embarrass the garrison most exceedingly, if we 
suppose any military skill in the enemy that attacks or any know¬ 
ledge of the state of the works. To every other inconvenience 
attending this place in its present condition must he added the 
absolute want of bombproof casemates for the garrison to rest in. 

Having thus briefly stated the defects in the defence of this 
place, it becomes necessary to try how far they may by any means 
in our power be remedied. To prevent an enemy landing under 
cover of the fire of shipping on the east side of the town, a sufficient 
quantity of strong chevaux de frieze, shod with iron should be 
got ready to he laid from tire Dock Bastion to the old Mfindvi 
Bastion. This will throw a great obstacle in the way of troops 
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landing to assault tlic town on this side. Heavier guns should ho 
planted on the east bastion of the Castle. The parapets of the Two 
Gun and the Moody Bay batteries should be immediately repaired. 
Part of the wood now lying behind the Mdndvi and Mu Ha’s house 
should be moved into the open space behind the unfinished wall 
between Moody’s house and the old Mandvi Bastion. The top of 
this wall should be raised and some euibrazures for heavy cannon 
might soon be made at the bottom of it. The wood now lying 
behind the Mflndvi is of that sort that it might be turned to many 
good purposes in case of a siege, and might very speedily make 
barracks for the soldiers, not much if at all inferior to bombproofs. 
As there is great want of bombproof places in the fort for keeping 
and making up ammunition, the arches of tlie now buildings should 
bo turned immediately. This may he done in a short time as the 
frames are ready fixed. Vessels fitted as brulotts or fireboats 
should be kept at tlie Mandvi Bandar, Moody’s Bay, and marine 
yard, which with the help of the wind or tide might considerably 
annoy an enemy cither in his ships or in an attempt to make a 
landing. If the outwork round Dongri as far as the Bazar Gate 
be finished, that part when guns are mounted will be equally 
tenable with the other works of the place. 'This is so far advanced 
that it may be finished soon and t\ic other hands at present at work 
on Dongri hill may be employed in securing the east side of Dongri 
(which is at present open and exposed to the fire of shipping), in 
repairing the old works, and finishing those which have been built 
some time. The covered way befoixv Hodges and Cumberland 
Kavelins should he finished without delay. Bridges should be 
made between these works and the body of the place, and the ditch 
should be dug. Guns also should he mounted as soon as possible 
on these ravelins and proper stores laid in them. We are persuaded 
that if an enemy comes against this place and does not attempt to 
assault it from the sea, the attack can be made nowhere else with 
so great a probability of success as on the north or north-west side. 
Tho rubbish with which the ditch is in many places almost filled, 
should be removed as soon as the season will allow the ditch to be 
cleaned. The cocoanut trees to the north-west of tho town should 
he cut down immediately, and the many holes and pits in the 
glacis on this side should be filled up. 

We shall proceed with our survey agreeable to tho Honourable 
Company’s orders as fast as possible and shall in future make our 
survey regularly every three months and report to your Honour. 

On considering this letter the Board resolve that the President 
give the Engineer directions agreeable thereto. 1 

About a month later (26th July 1771) on perusing letters 
from the Select Committees at Bengal and Madras, and on observing 
from tho Madras letters that a war with France is probable, the 
Select Committee in their Consultation of 26th July 1771, remark 
that all the orders necessary for putting Bombay into as good a 
posture of defence as is in their power have already been given. 


1 Secret and Political Diary 12 of 1771, 31 -37. 
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That the now works may be made defensible in as short a time as 
possible, it is resolved that five hundred men more be retained for 
the purpose who with those at present in pay must be employed 
on such works as are directly necessary. 1 

At a Consultation on the 6th August read a petition from GopAlji 
Angria to the President and Council, representing he was a grand¬ 
son of Kanhoji Angria, and that his father and ho had been ill- 
treated by his uncle Tul&ji ; praying for shelter for himself and his 
family; and promising, should the need arise, that he would raise 
3000 to 4000 sepoys for the Company’s service. 2 Decided, ns 
Gopillji Angria may be useful in raising recruits down the coast, ho 
bo granted shelter in Bombay and the pay of a Subhedar. 3 

On 1st April 1772 the Court again raise the question of the 
value to Bombay of S&lsette and Bassein. They say the 
advantages the Company would receive from tho possession of 
Siilsotte Bassein and Karanja aro so obvious that these must 
necessarily be the principal objects of your attention. We are 
the more inclined to hope that Mfidliavrav may be prevailed on to 
cede to us the islands as the tribute ho receives from them is not 
so considerable, but that wo may be able to offer in exchange what 
he may doom an equivalent for such cession. 4 

At a Consultation the 21st January 1771 read a letter from tho 
Clerk of the Peace to the President and Council, dated Bombay Town 
Hall, 18th January 1771: His Majesty’s Justices at the last Quarter 
Sessions assembled, have directed mo to represent to your Honour 
that having taken into consideration the great damage done both to 
buildings and merchandise by the very great number of rats on tho 
island, they propose a gratuity of one double pice bo allowed for 
each rat caught and produced to the sitting justice as a means of 
ridding the place of those very pernicious animals. They therefore 
request your Honour will bo pleased to order a publication to bo 
issued to the above effect. Also one forbidding all persons to 
gallop horses about the streets of the town and upon the Green on 
pain of being fined.or otherwise punished at the discretion of tho 
acting magistrate. 5 Ordered that a publication be issued 
accordingly. 6 

At a Consultation the 24th July 1771 read a letter from the Clerk 
of the Peace to the President, dated Bombay Town Hall, 23rd July 
1771: The grand jury have represented to His Majesty’s Justices that 
tho highways within the town are become a public nuisance and 
rendered dangerous to passengers by the owners of private buildings 
laying large quantities of stones in improper places. 7 Ordered 


1 Secret and Pol. Diary 12 of 1771, 47. 5 Public Diary 68 of 1771, 750 ■ 751. 

3 Public Diary 58 of 1771,745. 

4 Court to Bombay 1st April 1772 para 40, Pub. Dcp. Court’s L. Vol. 9of 1772-77, 34. 
r Letter from the Clork of tho Peace to the President and Council, Bombay Town Hall, 

18th Jan. 1771, Pub. Diary 57 of 1771, 67 - 68, 

6 Bom. Gov, Consultation, 21st Jan. 1771, Pub, Diary 57 of 1771, 65. Comp, of 
Standing Ord. Vol. 2 of 1759-1788, 250. 

7 Letter from the Clerk of the Peace to tliu President and Council, 23rd July 1771, 
Pub, Diary 58 of 1771, 070. 
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that a publication bo issued by the Secretary, and any person acting 
contrary thereto, be liable to such line as the Dench of Justices 
may think proper to inflict. 1 

At a Consultation the 16tli April 1773 read the following letter 
from Mr. John Watson, Superintendent, to the President and 
Council, dated Bombay 29th March 1773: As I differ in opinion 
from the other members of the Committee of Defence who were 
appointed to take into consideration the garrison necessary for the 
works of this town and its fortifications, if it should be attacked, 
and as 1 think that the number in the statement 3 I have the 
honour now to lay before you is the lowest that can be estimated 
to give tolerable security to every part and oppose two attacks 
made by an active enemy, that I might bo better able to point out 
my ideas on this very important subject I have considered the 
number of troops and military men necessary for each work 
distinctly with the nature of their duty and reliefs. The number 
differs much from that proposed by Colonel Campbell, and also 
from that by Colonel Cordon to whose superior judgment in these 
matters I would ever pay the greatest deference, and hope that 
what I have here offex’cd will not he considered as presumption in 
me hut to proceed entirely from my duty and obedience to your 
commands. If an attack is made on the north front of Fort 
George, I presume it will be generally necessary to have one-third 
of the infantry in each of its works on the ramparts and in the 
covered way ready to tiro upon the enemy and oblige them to 
make their approaches under cover, and that these shall be relieved 
every two hours or as the commanding officer shall think proper, 
which are twenty men in each work to fire upon the enemy or 
assist the working of the artillery, which will be found very 
fatiguing if a brisk fire is kept up. The men in the north front 
and in the Bazar Gate and Prince’s Bastion are I think as few as 
can he put there for their defence, and to annoy the enemy. The 
number appointed for the Cumberland Ravelin, Banian Bastion, 
and Hodges Ravelin, being supposed near one of the attacks, must 
have one-third of their infautry on constant duty ready to fire 
upon the enemy's approaches. I have increased the number in the 
Church Gate Ravelin as the redoubt and covered way are to he 
supported from it, and to oppose the danger there may be of tho 
enemy’s pushing in at that gate with our troops when an assault 
is made on tho covered way or redoubt. As only 400 men are 
allowed for the covered way, the duty wili be very severe upon 
them, as at least 200 of them will he obliged to keep up a constant 
fire to hinder or annoy the enemy in carrying on their works, 
more particularly in the night when a constant firo must he kept 
up over that part of the Esplanade towards the enemy. 

I think the allotment for works not attacked cannot he lessened 
as there are scarce more men appointed to them than are necessary 
for sentinels and their reliefs as in the night two sentinels should bo 
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together, which gives greater security as they will then he more 
alert. The Dock Bastion, the line between the castle and the 
bandar, and the Mdndvi Bastion have barely sufficient men lo resist 
any sudden assault that might be made or attempted on these parts 
under cover ol' their shipping, or to assist in manning the batteries 
to the sea if fired on from the ships, whilst the enemy’s batteries 
are fired on (from) the places attacked (attacked) to the land. 
The covered way being very severe duty, the troops should be 
relieved every twelve hours, and that by the troops appointed for 
the Castle Guard, Mamlvi Bandar line, and Dock Bastions, at four 
several times, that is the relief to be 100 men at a time, so that 
when one guard is replaced the other to march. The guards for 
the gates and main guard are but barely sufficient for keeping 
good order in the place and continual patrols for the works and 
streets. The statement given in by me is exclusive of officers, non¬ 
commissioned officers, drums, fifes, torn toms, and trumpets. 
The officers in the marine may be appointed to do duty in the 
artillery and make up the deficiency of officers in that corps. As 
the life and spirit of the defence will depend greatly on having the 
artillery presented to the attack well served for destroying the 
enemy’s batteries and dismounting their cannon, I think the 
number appointed for that service are too few, nor can there he a 
smaller number of European infantry as on them you must depend 
for the, spirited defence of a work closely attacked, as well as for 
the vigour of sallies. Nor do 1 think a less number of troops can 
make any tolerable opposition in our extensive numerous and ill 
connected works. Therefore if this garrison is thought unnecessary 
of consequence our works are unnecessary, as it is supposed scarce 
practicable for an European enemy to transport an army of twelve 
thousand men to this very distant part of the world, and our 
garrison should amount to 12,267 fighting men, a very sufficient 
number to oppose the landing of such an enemy. I would hero 
beg leave to urge the utility of re-establishing a militia, and having 
them trained as wo must have, numbers to make a tolerable face in 
each work, nor ought the teaching them the manual exercise and 
forming them into battalions under proper officers be deferred. 

The foregoing subject leads me to consider the situation of the island 
with the advantages that might be taken of and the disadvantages an 
enemy must undergo at landing. I will therefore suppose the French 
should have the following army: 8000 European, 2000 Indian, 
and 2000 K&fir infantry, or in all 12,000 men and officers included. 


and that they have a fleet consisting of 

2 Ships of 70 gnus of 700 men each 

8 Ships of 60 guns of 000 men each. 

2 Ships of 50 guns of 500 men each 

. 

... 1400 

... 4800 
... 1000 


Total 

... 7200 

2 Ships of 70 guns to carry 400 infantry 

8 Ships of 60 guns to carry 300 infantry 

2 Ships of 50 guns to carry 200 infantry 

2L Transport frigates to carry 400 infantry 

Each transport currying 150 each as her complement... 

... 800 
... 2400 

... 400 

... 8400 
... 3150 


Total 

... 15,150 
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History. 

1-2 
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1200 

;« 
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The Defence 

43 

Pinnaces to carry 20 men each 

900 

of Bombay, 

33 

Six-oared boats to carry 18 men each . 

394 

1773. 

133 

Total. Total ... 

3124 



I will suppose that they may have craft sufficient to make the first 
debarkation, 6000 men, officers included, complete, and to bring with 
them twelve pieces of field artillery and proportionable ammuni¬ 
tion. The next thing to be considered is the coast of the island. 
Between Fort George and Mazgaon small fort, distance about two 
miles, is a good beach for boats to land at high water ; but tbe sea 
is so filled with rocks and shoals that no frigates can approach 
nearer than one mile from the coast; consequently frigates can give 
no cover to the boats. Between Mftzgaon small fort as far north as 
Cundila (near the Frove reclamation), distance about one and a half 
miles, the land is easy, and frigates may at high water in some 
parts approach near enough to the shore to fire grape and every¬ 
where to fire round shot. Between Cundila and Suri (Siwri), distance 
about one mile, is good landing at high water, but no frigates can 
go so high up to give cover to tbe boats on account of tbe shallow¬ 
ness of the water, and the boats would be under the fire of Suri 
Fort. No frigates can proceed higher up the bay. Between Suri 
and Sion boats may land out of gun-shot from either placo ; the 
land is low and muddy covered with brush aud intersected with 
muddy channels made by the water, and scarce passable but at low 
water, and even this must be fatiguing to troops inarching with 
artillery, and very inconvenient for forming on. Between Sion and 
Mahiin the landing is easy but boats must pass close to the forts 
under a heavy fire either way. Between Mahim and Warli the 
landing is easy, but coming into the river by Warli they must pass 
under a constant lire from that fort, and will suffer a distant fire 
from the forts of Warli and Mdliim from their entrance into the 
river to their landing in the bay which is very shallow. From 
Warli to the Breach the coast is surrounded with sharp rocks, and 
a heavy swell generally rolls on the coast which would render it 
dangerous to boats approaching in the calmest weather, and very 
difficult when the sea runs high as many of them must inevitably 
be destroyed, and the ammunition ruined if the troops should get safe 
on shore. Between the Breach and Malabar Point the coast is much 
the same as between Warli and tbe Breach, consequently subject 
to the same difficulties to an enemy. Between Malab&r Point and 
the Point of Old Woman’s Island, though there is good landing all 
round, Back Bay is closed up with rocks so that nothing but boats 
can pass or repass on that bay, consequently troops landing can 
receive no cover from shipping. As regards Old Woman's Island, the 
only remaining part of tbe coast, the south-east side is easily accessible 
under cover of their ships, their men and stores may there be landed 
with little difficulty, and you cannot give them much opposition. 
Although I am very sensible of ray inexperience in treating on 
military subjects, I will here beg leave with duo submission to offer 
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my sentiments how everywhere except at Old Woman’s Island, which 
is under cover of all their ships, an enemy may be greatly impeded 
if not totally frustrated in forcing a landing. The next place conve¬ 
nient for landing is between Mftzgaon house and Suri Bay as 
their frigates may there come within a mile of the shore for 
disembarking the troops. 1 have observed that within high water 
mark amongst the rocks and mud mangrove trees grow in several 
parts, and where they grow boats cannot approach the shore at high 
water ; and as their roots are interwoven with each other, footmen 
would find the greatest difficulty to scramble through them at low 
water. Such a plantation on this part of the island between 
M&nekji’s Hill and Suri, which is about three miles, would in a few 
years prove an inaccessible barrier, and other means might he tried 
on the shore to render landing still more difficult. Troops landed 
between Suri and Sion will be at least three miles from tlioir ship¬ 
ping, so that tho first division must remain at least nn hour on 
shore without any succour or relief, in which time they might be 
attacked labouring under every disadvantage. This low ground 
might also be made very difficult by planting more mangroves and 
widening or deepening the creeks with which it is intersected. All 
this, I presume, may be done at a very small expense; by such 
means as these you will confine tho enemy to certain places for 
landing and those not froo from great difficulties. 

I will beg leave to suppose that our force consists of 1500 
Europeans, two thousand sepoys, three hundred artillery and three 
thousand militia, and three hundred seamen and fivo hundred 
Inscars. Each of our forts to have 20 Europeans 50 sepoys and 
100 militia, and tho upper forts in proportion, the whole to 
amount to 100 Europeans, throe hundred sepoys, and five hundred 
militia to be as scouts all round tho island to give information of 
the enemy’s motions. Tho town to be guarded by the seamen, one 
hundred artillery, five hundred militia, and two hundred lascars, 

A camp might be formed about Byculla consisting of Euro¬ 
peans 1400, sepoys } 700, militia 1000, artillery 150, and lascars 
300, total 4550 with 30 pieces of field artillery. This encampment 
will be ready to inarch on the least warning, being nearly central 
to meet any enemy before they can be well formed, while they are 
scantily furnished with every necessary and not recovered from 
the fatigues of the voyage. Whereas this body of troops are fresh, 
furnished with everything necessary, aided by a numerous artillery 
and reinforced every moment by troops from the other parts 
distant from where the enemy may land. This body can march to 
the most distant part of the island in a little more than an hour’s 
time. Under those circumstances I presume they are capable to beat 
the number thus supposed the enemy can land as they can meet 
them almost at setting their feet on shore. Should you be apprised 
of their approach you will then doubtless have a larger body of 
troops entertained, and should the garrison be complete, you will be 
able to check, if not destroy, their whole body coming on shore. 
Should the enemy be defeated in forcing a landing on this island, 
and land their army on Old Woman’s Island which they may do in 
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safety, yet lines and intrenchments may be formed to occupy 
Mendham’s Point, the most distant part of which is but six hundred 
yards from your works. To get possession of this ground will cost 
the enemy a great number of lives, and as it does not furnish space 
to cover a strong or large body of men, and is impossible to be 
succoured from Old Woman’s Island at high water, they may bo 
attacked to the greatest advantage. If they draw up out of their 
trenches, they are exposed to a heavy fire of grape from the artillery 
on the walls, and must bo cut off; nor can they escape but by 
swimming. 

The duty I owe to my superiors’ commands, joined to my 
attachment to the interests of my Honourable Employers, have 
prevailed over that diffidence that I have of my abilities and 
knowledge in these matters and engaged me to offer my sentiments 
so particularly on this subject. I wish they may be of any service 
towards the safety of the town and island, and beg leave to submit 
the whole to your remarks and consideration. 1 

The following are details of the garrison proposed for the defence 
of Bombay and its outworks : 


Proposed Bombay War Garrison, 1773, 
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Exclusive of officers non-commissioned officers drums fifes tom-toms and trumpets. Under the 
(4) Attack the details ontore4 do not give the total shown and consequently some figures seem probably 
omitted In the original record against one or both of the items, namely : Laboratories and Magazines, 
and Carrying shot Bhells and stores. 

_ Abstract 1773, _ 
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As these totals are exclusive of inhabitants, surgeons, attendants 
in the hospitals, women, and officers’ servants you may justly 
estimate the whole number at 20,000 persons, 

The following details give the quantity of stores necessary 
for 125 guns presented to the two attacks supposing 25 guns of 
24-pounders, 50 guns of 18-pounders, 50 guns of 12-pounders, and 
.allowing each gun to be fired twenty times in 24 hours and one-third 
of the weight of the shot for the allowance of powder, the siege 
to continue six weeks or forty-two days: 


Abstract of Stores required , 1773. 
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20 Guns 24-pounders. 

9 Do. 18 do. 

For Mortar*. 

1000 13-inch shells @ 16 lbs. each shell 


1000 10 do. do. 10 

201)0 8 do. do. 6 

-TO K) Royals and Cohorns, 1J 
For the Musquotry ... 

For wnll pieces and small ar 
covered ways 

For men off duty and guards 
of the works 
For mines ami fireworks 
For three day*’ (service left 
riaon capitulates ... 

For waste and accidor.td 


do. 

do. 

do. 


Total 


Lead necessary for small arms, two pounds of lead to one pound 
of powder gives 67,9Q0 pounds of lead. 


Estimate of provisions for the garrison according to the 
accompanying establishment, that is 4000 Europeans and 10,776 
natives. Allowance for one European: 


Beef ono lb, will be 


168,000 


Bread do. 


... Ml 

168,000 


Bice do. 

... 


168,000 


Ghi two ounces 



21,000 


Fish half a pound 

... 

... *.k 

84,000 


Arrack £ pint 

... 

... ,,, 

6250 

) Gallons 

Extra allowance 

... 

... 

2620 

t 7875 

For 10,776 natives, allowance 
ghi, \ lb. fish, £ lb. llesh ; 

for each man, 1 £ 

rice, | 

JULl, 2 ozs. 

Bice, lbs, ... ... 

665,040 

Onions 1 oz. per man a day 

40,000 

Dal 

339,444 

Garlic 

... 

6000 

Ghi 

60,610 

G inger 


5000 

Flesh 

226,2^0 

Turmeric 

* . • 

6000 

Fish 

226,206 

Quintora (that is 

cOentro 


Ttic wood for 25,000 men 2 

or coriander) 

„ , 

5000 

large billet#... 

1,260,000 

Cumin seed ... 

Ml 

5000 
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The above letter and two accompanying papers being read, the 
whole Board agreed in ordor that the information they contained 
might be kept secret, that they should be entered in the diary of 
this Committee. The Committee therefore ordered that they should 
be entered in this placo. 1 

In their letter of 1st April 1772 tho Court write: As the obtain¬ 
ing a competent knowledge of the seas between the Maldives and 
Madagascar would be attended with great benefit, and as many of 
the vessels belonging to our marine at Bombay lie in harbour dur¬ 
ing the rainy season, we therofore direct as the meanB of employing 
them to advantage and of contributing to the health and improve¬ 
ment of the people that when their services may not be otherwiso 
called for you send some of the Company’s vessels and ketches to 
explore thoso seas for the improvementof navigation and the correction 
of the charts now in use. An able draughtsman or two must also 
be sont on such surveys and examinations to communicate the result 
of their observations. To assist the persons who may bo employed on 
this service we enclose the copy of a paper lately delivered to us 
by Mr. Alexander Dalrymple containing his sentiments concerning 
the measures which ought to be pursued the first year of proceeding 
on this undertaking together with such remarks as have been made 
by different navigators passing through these seas. 2 

On the same subject three years later the Court write (12th April 
1775): In our letter of the 1st April 1772 we gave directions for 
employing somo of our vessels in exploring the navigation of tho 
seas betwoen the Maldives and Madagascar. Upon this subject wo 
have no other information than what you advise us in your letter 
dated the 23rd November 1772. This is by no means satisfactory 
to us as no mention is made whether you intended to pursuo tho 
measure. We therefore require you if you shall have declined it to 
resume the satno and transmit us charts of all discovories which 
may be made, togethor with copios of tho journals of tho vessels 
which shall be employed on that servico. 3 

In their letter of 11th February 1774 tho ‘Court write to the 
Bombay Government: In consequonce of your neglect to take from 
Mr. Cooper who camo home passenger on the Godfrey the bond 
directed in tho 83rd para of the genoral lettor to Bombay of the 31st 
March 1709, to prevent black servants who cotno to England from 
being chargeable to the Company, Manuel Fernandez, a native of India, 
who attended the above Mr. Cooper on some dispute with his niastor 
complained to a magistrate that he was a slave and on such repre¬ 
sentation was by the magistrate made free. Mr. Cooper immediately 
dismissed Manuel and the poor man being reduced to tho greatest 
distress applied to us for relief and is now returned on one of the 
Bombay ships at the Company’s expense. As tho required bond 
was neglectod to be taken of Mr. Cooper, the Company were not 


1 Secret and Pol. Diary 14 of 1773, 34. 

1 Court to Bombay 1st April 1772 para 9, Tub, l)ep. Court’s L. Vol. 9 of 1772 -1777, 


J Court to Bombay 12th April 1775, Pub. Dep, Court’s L, Vol, 9 of 1772 -1777,249. 
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authorised to make any demands on Mr. Cooper for the charges of 
Manuel’s return, especially as a fresh difficulty aroso from the cireum- 
tance of his being made free. To avoid every future inconvenience 
of this sort, we direct that you be particularly attentive to our 
orders before mentioned whether the persons attending passengers 
come under the denomination of black servants or that of slaves and 
to make an additional clause that the fact of any slavo being made 
free on his arrival in England shall not exempt his master from the 
expense of tho servant’s return to India. 1 

At a Consultation the 26th April 1774, as the time was approach¬ 
ing for sending a convoy from Bombay to protect the trade up 
the Persian Gulf to Basra, the Bombay Government resolved 
that tho Success and Fox kotohos be destined for this service, 
and that they must accordingly be got ready as soon as possible. As 
it will be very useful to havo an exact survey of the little known Arab 
shore of the Gulf from the mouth of Basra river to Capo Mussondom, 
they resolved that the Agent and Council bo directed todespatch theBO 
vessels on this service immediately after their arrival at Basra. 
Further resolved that persons skilled in this business proceed in those 
vessels and when the survey is comploted return to Bombay. 3 

In a letter of tho 6th December 1774 the Court lay down tho fol¬ 
lowing rates of convoy duty; Oar resolution of the 4th May 1773 
ordered that no lieutenant in command of any vessel in the marine 
be permitted to collect convoy money. This was intended to put a 
stop to that avidity of gain which appeared among the marine 
lieutenants who in several instances had actually sacrificed the 
public service to their own emolument. As we have reason to con¬ 
clude that the settlement of this matter upon another footing will 
be attended with benefit to trade and advantage to the service, the 
following regulations are established respecting the rates to be 
paid for convoys. 

That the captains of all cruizers proceeding either to or from Surat 
or to the southward of Bombay shall as hitherto be entitled to the 
money collected from all boats or vossels proceeding under their 
convoy provided they do not collect more than the undermentioned 
established rates. That the money collected for convoy by all 
lieutenants in command of galivats or other vessels whether belong¬ 
ing to the Bombay or Surat establishment proceeding to Snrat must 
immediately after their arrival be paid to the purser of the marine 
at Surat, who at the close of each season must remit tho amount to 
the superintendent in Bombay with the accounts of it. That tho 
money collected by lieutenants in command of galivats or other 
vessels whether belonging to the Bombay or Surat establishment 
proceeding from Surat to Bombay ljiust bo paid to the Bombay 
superintendent immediately after thoir arrival. That at the close of 
the season the superintendent divide the convoy tnonoy so oollocted 
between the commodore and the sevoral captains in the marine, the 
commodore to receive two shares, and all the captains one share 


1 Court to Bombay lltli Feb. 1774 para 27, Pub. I)ep. Court’s L. Vol. 9 of 1772 
1777, 128. 2 Bom, Gov. Consultation 26th April 1774, Pub. Diary 66 of 1771,3441. 
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each. That all convoy money collected by lioutonants in command 
of galivats or other vessels proceeding from Bombay to the south¬ 
ward are on their return to be paid to the Bombay superintendent im¬ 
mediately aftor their arrival here, who on the close of each season, 
without regard to rank shall divido tho same in equal shares be¬ 
tween the lieutenants in the marine belonging to tho Bombay station 
who havo been in command of galivats during the season; or in 
proportion for the timo they have been in command unless they shall 
havo been displaced for any improper behaviour, in which case they 
are to receive no proportion whatever. That the undermentioned 
rates established for convoy in the year 1767 shall never on any 
pretence bn exceeded. Any officer convicted of exacting moro than 
allowed by those rates or who shall conceal any part of what he may 
actually have collected shall bo punished as guilty of a breach of 
orders by absolute dismissal from the service of the Honourable 
Company. 

(1) Convoy rates between Surat and Bombay : Its. qrs. 

A topsail vessel or batela ... ... ... 12 2 

A thibar between 200 and 300 khandit ... ... 10 2 

Do. from 100 to 200 khandis ... ... 7 2 

Do. of 100 or under ... ... ... 6 2 

(2) Convoy rates from Surat to Cambay : 

A topsail vessel or batela ... ... ... 8 2 

A shibar between 200 and 300 khandit ... ... 7 2 

Do. from 100 to 2(J0 khandit ... ... 5 2 

Do. of 100 or under ... ... ... 4 2 

For all topsail boats or batela.i proceeding southwards convoy 
money may be collected agreeable to and not more than the forego¬ 
ing rates botween Bombay and Surat and for all topsail boats or 
bateldn returning from the south convoy money may be collected 
after the rate of one quartor of a rupee for every khandi agreeable to 
the numbor of khandis specified in their pass. No convoy may on 
any pretence be afforded to any boat or vessel unless it is furnished 
■with an English pass and colours. 1 

At a Consultation, the 28th November 1774, tho President acquaints 
the Select Committee that ho has called this meeting to lay before 
them a letter dated the 31st October, received yesterday from Mr. 
Robert Hcnshaw who at present resides at Goa. Mr. Henshaw’s 
letter gives an account of the military and marine force lately 
arrived at Goa from Portugal, and of the intention of the Portu¬ 
guese speedily to attempt the recovery of the dominions they 
formerly possessed to the northward of Bombay and particularly 
of the island of Salsctte and Bassein. This letter being read and 
taken under consideration; it is observed that there appears no 
doubt of the Portuguese intentions against the island of Salsette, 
and as suroly as they attempt the conquest of that island with 
their present force, so surely they will gain the possession of it. 
This event will not only put it out of our power ever to acquire 
its possession for the Honourable Company who havo so frequently 
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1 Court to Bombay 6th Dec. 1774, Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 2 of 1769-1788, 
48 ■ 61. 
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expressed their ardent wish to obtain it, but will also bo attended 
with infinite prejudice, to the trade and interest of the Honourable 
Company at Bombay by reducing their customs and revenues in 
a very great degree, as by the possession of Sdlsette the Portuguese 
will become masters of all the passes inland and will consequently 
be able, as they were formerly so prone on every occasion to do, 
to obstruct our trade and to lay whatever impositions they ploase 
upon it. Wo therefore think it becomes our undoubted duty by 
taking it ourselves without the least delay to prevent Sdlsette 
falling into Portuguese hands. It is observed that a more favourable 
opportunity than the present will probably never again offer, as 
by the divisions in the Maratha government that empire is now 
without a head, and it will be out of the power of either party to 
send any effectual force to obstruct our proceedings. The Presi¬ 
dent hereupon acquaints the committee that agreeable to their 
recommendation in March last, he has continued to temporize 
with the people who made proposals to him for the delivery of 
Salsette into our hands; that they have since been frequently very 
pressing with him on the subject, and that they are now equally de¬ 
sirous as before of giving up the island to the Honourable Company. 
Taking all those circumstances under consideration, together with 
the negotiation now depending with Rdghoba as well as the 
situation of Mr, Mostya at Poona who is within tho power of the 
ministerial party, the Committee are unanimously of opinion 
that it is a duty highly incumbent on them to prevent the Portu¬ 
guese attaining the possession of the island of Sdlsette by gaining 
possession of it for the Honourable Company. It is therefore 
resolved that we at onco close with the offers for giving it up and 
that we pursue the speediest means in our power to gain the island 
by sending a body of forces in the manner that may be agreed 
on between the President and the persons who have treated with 
him for that purpose. The President is accordingly desired and 
empowered to close immediately on the most moderate terms 
ho can obtain with the persons who have been treating with him 
for the delivery of Sdlsette, and every other preparation must in 
consequence be made for effecting this desirable end. In order 
that this proceeding may not affect tho negotiation depending 
with Rdghoba, Mr. Gambier must bo apprised of our intentions 
and directed to assure Rdghoba that if he will not be induced to cede 
the island of Sdlsette to the Company, on his granting us what wo 
may esteem an equivalent for it and paying the expenses we shall 
incur by it, wo will give it up to him whenever he may he in 
full possession of the Mardtha Empire, our only intention at this 
time being to prevent Sdlsette falling into tho hands of the Portu¬ 
guese which from the present situation of Mardtha affairs most un¬ 
doubtedly would shortly be the case, unless we pursue the necessary 
measures to prevent it. Mr. Mostyn must also be advisod of our 
intention and tho motives that have impelled us. As we hope 
this step will not be the means of breaking that good understand¬ 
ing which has till now subsisted with tho ministry at Poona, 
wo wish him to continue there and to endeavour to reconcile the 
ministry to the measures we are pursuing, giving them the same 
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assurances in case they prevail in their contest with Rdghoha, 
as we have directed Mr. Gaiubier to give to Raghoba. Should 
Mr. Mostyn on being acquainted with our intentions be convinced 
ho can no longer remaiu at Poona with safety to his person, we 
permit him to come away. At the same time we much hope 
this will not be the case, as we think his continuing at Poona 
will be tho means of reconciling the ministry to the measure and 
serve to convince them of the sincerity of our professions. We 
deem it necessary here to remark that we have not yet heard of 
the arrival at Bengal of such of the Council lately appointed 
by Act of Parliament as were to proceed from England, and 
consequently we are not restricted by that from undertaking this 
affair. Even had we hoard of their arrival in the form presented 
by the Act of Parliament we must think the necessity of executing 
this measure without delay as well as its entire agreement with the 
repeated orders of the Honourable the Court of Directors, would 
fully authorize us undertaking it without waiting for the permis¬ 
sion of tho Governor General and Council. 

As we shall probably be in want of some additional force at 
tho Presidency in case tho matters now on foot should he exe¬ 
cuted, it is agreed to embrace this opportunity of reducing the 
garrisons of Tellicherry and Anjengo. It is therefore resolved 
that from henceforward the military force at Anjengo shall 
consist of only one subaltern officer (who for the present is to he 
Lieutenant Brownrig) with three serjeants, three corporals, one 
drummer and 36 private, topasses of the infantry, witlx one 
bombardier two gunners and two matrosses of artillery. The 
remainder must be sent hither by the first opportunity. Except 
teu privates the whole company of Europeans with their officers 
now doing duty at Tellicherry, must be withdrawn and sent here 
as soon as possible, and the future garrison of that place must 
be considered as complete without them. Letters to tho Chiefs 
of Tellicherry and Anjengo must be prepared to apprise them of 
our resolution. Letters must also bo written to Mr. Gambier 
and to Mr. Mostyn agreeable to our foregoing minutes. The letter 
to Mr. Mostyn must not bo forwarded till matters are so far 
advanced as to put it out of the power of the ministry in any 
degree to obstruct our views in case Mr. Mostyn should communi¬ 
cate our intentions to them. At the same time, in case he should 
deem it absolutely necessary, lie must bo able to come away 
before the affair becomes public. 1 

A Consultation of tho Select Committee, the 9th December 1774, 
records: In consequence of directions sent him by the President 
to quit Poona as speedily as possible, Mr. Thomas Mostyn arriv¬ 
ed here this morning. He accordingly now takes his scat at this 
committee in his standing and being made acquainted with the 
several minutes and resolutions regarding It&ghoba and Salsetto., 
declares he entirely approves the whole of our proceedings. Tie 
so far confirms the Goa news respecting the intentions of the 
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Portuguese as to assure us that it was publicly reported at Poona 
that tlie Portuguese were making very considerable warlike pre¬ 
parations and it was generally concluded their designs were against 
Salsette and their former coast possessions. The President acquaints 
the committee that not till yesterday was he able to see the person 
who before made proposals for the delivery of S&lsette to the Com¬ 
pany ; that he then had much conversation with him; but that he 
now excuses himself from delivering the island representing that 
owing to the reports of the designs of the Portuguese against Salsette, 
a reinforcement of 500 men, lately sent from Poona, has arrived in the 
neighbourhood of TMna. Mr. Mostyn declares that to his knowledge 
sucn a reinforcement was sent from Poona before he left. As by 
this disappointment there is no reason to expect that the fort of 
Thana will be delivered after an inconsiderable resistance the 
question remains should our forces still proceed against it ? On 
mature deliberation it is observed that though we may not gain 
Thfhia so easily as we at first hoped yet, as it was our duty then 
to attempt it, it is still equally our duty to prevent it falling into 
the hands of the Portuguese. Even though we may experience 
rather more difficulty than we at first hoped we are still of 
opinion that the force which will be sent will be fully equal to 
conquer Sdlsette. The committee therefore unanimously resolved 
that to obtain possession of Sdlsette at this juncture is a matter 
very essential to the interest of our Employers and that the forces 
designed for this service do accordingly proceed with the utmost 
expedition. Mr. Mostyn being asked, delivers it as his opinion 
that though on being acquainted with our motives for this pro¬ 
ceeding the ministry at Poona may not be satisfied with them, yet 
he is convinced in the present situation of their affairs it is not 
in their power to prevent our designs. He believes in time they 
may be reconciled to the measure as they must he clearly convinced 
that in their present situation it is out of their power to prevent 
the Portuguese taking Sdlsette. As soon as our forces leave 
Bombay, so that our designs can be no longer concealed, the Presi¬ 
dent will \yrite suitable letters to Rdghoba and to the ministry 
on this subject. The situation of Thana, the capital fort where 
our forces must first proceed, is such as will not admit our vessels 
to approach it. Consequently the forces that do not go by land, 
must proceed in boats or very small vessels. Though there can 
be no marine command equal to the rank of our superintendent, 
yet we much wish that Mr. Watson was employed on this expedi¬ 
tion as we are perfectly satisfied from his approved good services 
on many similar occasions that his presence will very much con¬ 
tribute towards success. His knowledge of the country people 
and the. confidence they have in Min, is an additional motive tor 
us to wish that he may be on the spot, as we are satisfied that his 
advice will be of the greatest use to the commanding military 
officer. Upon this Mr, Watson assures the committee that provid¬ 
ed lie is put on a proper footing he will very readily proceed; for 
he has nothing more at heart than to render his Employers every 
service in his power. The Committee therefore resolve that Mr. 
Watson shall proceed on this service, that our instructions be 
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addressed to the Brigadier General and himself jointly, that they 
be directed to consult and co-operate with each other in respect to 
all their proceedings and designs, the executive part resting with 
each in his own department. The Brigadier General is then called 
in, takes his seat, and is acquainted with our resolutions of this 
day that Mr. Watson is to proceed on an equal footing with him. 
In this the General concurs. As it will be necessary to conciliate 
the minds of the inhabitants to our government, placards must be 
dispersed as widely as possible after our forces are landed, assuring 
all the inhabitants of our protection and that their properties 
shall be secured to them, provided they do not appear in arms 
against us and strict orders must be given to prevent our forces 
from plundering. Batta to the officers will be allowed to com¬ 
mence (agreeable to the custom at Madras) two days before they 
set out and to continue till two days after they return ; provisions 
as always customary will be allowed to the people. In considera¬ 
tion of our prohibiting any kind of plunder it is agreed on this 
service being accomplished to allow the forces military and 
marine the sum of 11s, 50,000 as a donation or gratuity to be- 
divided in the proportions hitherto customary. 

As we are of opinion if the Portuguese fleet appear in sight 
we cannot proceed in this business, it is necessary to set forward 
with the utmost expedition. The proper measures for proceeding 
are now talked over and concerted, and it is resolved that the 
forces shall set out on Monday next immediately after the 
Governor’s commission is published. A part of them are to march 
by land and the remainder to proceed with the stores in boats 
and vessels provided for that purpose. The Secretary is ordered 
to prepare instructions for the General and Mr. Watson. 1 

Three days later (12th December 1774) at a Consultation of the 
Board the President, with the concurrence of the other members of 
the Select Committee, acquaints the Board with the proceedings 
relative to the intended design against the island of Sdlsette. The 
motives of the committee are explained to the Board, and the 
papers with their minutes respecting this affair are read and the 
Board are informed that the forces intended for this service are 
ready to proceed. The orders of the Honourable the Court of 
Directors, dated the 4th of April 1769, constituting the Select 
Committee and showing their powers are also read, together with 
the 42nd and 43rd paragraphs of the Company’s commands of 31st of 
March 1769. The President then requests the concurrence of the other 
members in this undertaking, which is so much for the interest of 
the Honourable Company and so agreeable to their repeated orders 
on the subject. Messrs. Fletcher and Garden hereupon desire it 
may be minuted that as tlfey are not members of the Select 
Committee and have not an opportunity of inspecting the country 
correspondence, they are not sufficiently acquainted with the policy 
of the Maratha government to be enabled properly to judge of the 
propriety or impropriety of the resolutions that have been taken, 


Chapter I. 

History. 

Expedition 
Against Thdna, 

1774. 


1 secret and Political Diary 15 of 1774, 208-213. 



380 


BOMBAY TOWN 


‘Historic*! 


Chapter I- 
History- 


Expedition 
against ThAiut, 
1774. 


though they doubt not but that the committee have been guided 
by what appeared to them for the real interest of the Honourable 
Company. As it is a matter of a very important nature they beg 
leave to declare they do not esteem themselves in the least 
responsible for the consequences. The instructions to Brigadier 
General Gordon and to Mr. Watson proceeding on the service 
against TlitLna in command of the military and marine forces are 
now read and approved. Mr. Patrick Crawfurd Bruce is appointed 
Commissary of stores and provisions to the forces and Mr. Edmund 
Veale Lane Judge Advocate. A Commission empowering the 
Brigadier General to appoint General Courts Martial and a Warrant 
to Mr, Edmund Yeale Lane to officiate as Judge Advocate being 
both prepared are now signed. 

The Brigadier General takes this opportunity of acquainting the 
Board that the forces in general are much dissatisfied, because 
notwithstanding the town of Broach was taken by storm, the 
plunder and booty found in the town was not divided amongst the 
forces, which is the practice in every other service, as he had the 
honour to represent to the Board some time ago. Upon this it is 
observed to the Brigadier General that as wc did not esteem 
ourselves authorized by any orders from the Court of Directors to 
give the plunder and booty found in Broach to the captors, 1 yet in 
consideration of the good behaviour of the forces on that service 
and of liis representation, this measure has been recommended in 
the strongest manner to the Honourable the Court of Directors. 
Till their orders arrive no step can be taken, though as to the 
present service, the Select Committee having resolved to distribute 
the sum of half a l&kh of rupees amongst the military aud marine 
forces, in lieu of plunder, their promise is confirmed and the 
Brigadier General is desired to assure his troops that this sum shall 
bo distributed immediately after the reduction of the island is 
completed. 

Since a considerable number must be posted on Srilsette to 
garrison Thana and the other outposts on that island, au additional 
military force will bfe wanted for this Presidency. It is therefore 
resolved as soon as possible to raise another battalion of sepoys 
to bo termed the 5th Battalion. The Brigadier General took his 
leave of the Board and withdrew as he is proceeding immediately 
with that part of the forces that marches to Th&na. 2 

The Select Committee’s Consultation of the same date, 12th Dec¬ 
ember 1774, records : After the Governor’s commission and military 


1 In the following year orders from the Court, dated 12th April 1776, contained 
the following direction: As plunder and booty «£onnd in places taken hy storm liavf 
usually been given to the captors at our other settlements, we acquiesce in the request 
of our military officers at Bombay relative to such effects as were fonnd in Broach 
and belonged to the Government (cannon arms and warlike stores excepted). We 
permit you to deliver the same or to pay the amount thereof to proper agents to 
be divided amongst the persons entitled thereto so soon as the state of your treasury 
shall cnablo you to make such payment without inconvenience to onr affairs. Court 
to Bomhay 12th April 1775 pura 64, Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 9 of 1772-1777, 
232 - 283, ’ 

a Public lliary 60 of 1774, 809-672; Forrest’s MurAtlia Series, I, rt. 1.179, 
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regulations wore read to the forces and after a Consultation of the 
whole Board held this day (12th. December 1774), when the other 
members were acquainted with our designs against Sdlsette, that 
part of the forces intended to proceed by land to Thdna marched 
off the parade to Sion. The remainder this evening embarked 
on board vessels and boats provided for the purpose. The 
Brigadier General proceeded with the party that marched by land, 
and Mr. Watson embarked in one of the vessels proceeding by 
water. 

Previous to the departure of Brigadier General Gordon and of 
Mr. John Watson the following joint instructions were signed and 
delivered to each of these gentlemen: Having for many reasons 
determined to endeavour at obtaining the possession of the island 
of S&lsettc for our Honourable Employers, we now detach such a 
military and marine force under your command as has been 
deemed equal to the capture of that island. As we make no doubt 
that your united efforts will be exerted on this occasion as well for 
our own honour as for the public good, we have the strongest 
opes that you will speedily become masters of the fort of Thdna 
whither you are first of all to proceed. We shall rely on- your 
executing this service with all possible despatch. You are jointly 
to concert every necessary operation for effecting it; but the 
execution of the measures so concerted is to rest with each of you 
in your respective departments. Immediately on your landing on 
the island you arc to cause the inhabitants to be assured in the 
most public and effectual manner that the lives of the whole and 
the properties of all those who will readily submit themselves to 
the Company and become their subjects shall bo effectually secured 
to them. To convince the inhabitants of the sincerity of this profes¬ 
sion it is our positive order that, as well in the march to Thdna as 
when the forces are before the town and afterwards, you take the 
most effectual means to prevent the soldiers from plundering. 
Plundering must also be prevented even at the time the'place falls 
into your hands, for it is solely from our moderation in this respect 
and from conciliating the inhabitants to the measure we are 
pursuing and to our Government that we can hope the Company 
will reap lasting advantages from this acquisition. Previous 
to commencing hostilities against the fort of Thdna, you arc to 
summon the commander to surrender it to the Company assuring 
him that our intention in sending this force is to prevent its being 
taken from his masters by other hands, if notwithstanding this 
representation the commander refuses to give up the fort 
you are then to exert tho force now entrusted to your command to 
obtain Thdna, as well as every other post on tho island. In 
consideration of ou^forbidding all plunder of any kind even on the 
capturo of Thdna or of any other place, wc have agreed to allow 
a gratuity of Its. 50,000 to the forces engaged on this expedition as 
well military as marine. After the service is accomplished this 
sum will be divided in the manner that has hitherto been usual on 
such occasions. As a further encouragement to the troops, they 
will be allowed provisions by the Company so long as tho service 
may continue. The officers will be allowed batta to commence two 
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days before they set off and batta will be continued to them till 
their return, except to those who may be left to garrison the 
necessary posts on the island. After you have acquired possession 
of Thdna, you are to detach a sufficient part of the force now put 
under your command to reduce the fort of Yesdva, the battery of 
Dh&rdvi at the entrance of Bassein river, and any other strong¬ 
hold that may not be directly delivered up. Do not fail to send 
us immediate advice of every interesting occurrence and we shall 
give you further orders as circumstances may require. Your 
letters must be addressed to the Select Committee and not to the 
Board at large. We permit you to keep a table at the expense of 
tbc Company for yourselves and sucli persons as you both choose 
to admit to it, relying on your doing it with the utmost frugality. 

Enclosed is a commission empowering the Brigadier General to 
appoint General Courts Martial as ho may think necessary, at 
which Mr. Edmund Veale Lane must officiate as Judge Advocate; 
a warrant empowering him to do so is enclosed. Mr. Crawfurd 
Bruce is to officiate as Commissary of stores and provisions. We 
wish you every success in this expedition. 1 

The Consultation of the whole Board, of the same date 12th 
December 1774, continues : By 10 o’clock this morning that part of tho 
military force intended to proceed by land to Tliana marched out of 
town commanded by Brigadier General Gordon. At 7 p.m. the 
remainder of the military force intended to proceed to Thana embarked 
on board sundry boats and proceeded with the following vessels and 
galivats to Thdna: Terrible bomb, (commander) Adam Sherriff; 
Triumph pralim, Jno. Ilall; Sty cutter, Samuel Hardy; Otter 
galivat, Thomas Buncombe j Greyhound galivat, Lieut. Borlace; 
Lively’s Prize galivat, Nathaniel Smith; Fly galivat, Skinner; and 
Wolf galivat, Brice Hardy. Jolin Watson, Esquire, Superintendent, 
embarked on one of the above vessels and proceeded as Commander of 
the marine force to Thana with instructions to the Brigadier General 
and himself to consult and co-operate with each for the good of the 
service. At the same time sailed out of port the Bombay grab, George 
Emptage, to cruise. 2 

Four days later (16th December 1774) at a Consultation read 
translation of a letter of the same date from the commander of the 
Portuguese ships now lying off the harbour to the Governor and 
Council of Bombay: Notwithstanding the most illustrious and 
excellent Senhor Dom Joze Padre da Camara, Governor and Captain 
General of the State of India, supposing that the British nation will 
regulate all their operations in Asia according to the good harmony 
alliance and amity that reciprocally subsists between those two 
nations, yet by the obligations of the employ in which he is, and 
from some events that are diametrically opposite thereto, the said 
Captain General ordered mo that I should, on his part and in his name. 


' Select Committee’s Consultation, 12th Dec. 1774, Secret and Pol. Diary 15 of 1774, 
240 • 244. ’ 

! Tub. Diary GG of 1774, 8S9 ; Forrest’s MarutUa Series, I, Pt. I, 179 - ISO. 
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protest to your Honour against whatever proceedings, contract, 
expedition, and whatever other negotiation and conquest you may 
intend on the country which is on this coast of Hindustan, situated 
from Chaul to Daman; uniting to this protest all others which his 
predecessors have made on the same subject; making an especial 
mention of each of them, more particularly that which the Viceroy and 
Captain General Conde da Ega sent to the Council of Bombay; 
recollecting this present protest of all the clauses therein contained ; 
charging your Honour with your being responsible for all tliat you 
will deliberate against the present protest and others that are herein 
mentioned, to the Court of London, and for all the satisfaction that 
may be asked on these points by tliat of Lisbon. 1 

At a Consultation on the 18th Decemlxn- the following reply to 
the above letter was drawn up and approved: "We have received a 
letter from you, dated the 16th instant, to which we deem it necessary 
only to reply tliat for all our proceedings wc are responsible to our 
Honourable Employers in England, to whom as customary we shall 
transmit an ample detail of our transactions. As it is our wish and 
desire to cultivate a good understanding with the subjects of your 
nation in India, we request you will give the necessary assurances 
accordingly to the Captain General on your return to Goa. As to 
the claims of your nation to the countries situated between Chaul 
and Daman, we are perfectly unacquainted with them. Though part 
of those countries did formerly belong to your nation, yet they were 
taken from you by the Marathds about seven and thirty years ago. 
During all the intervening time we have never understood that you 
even made any attempt to recover them. But if a protest is now 
necessary, it will be much more proper against the Mardthas who took 
them from you than against us, who assisted your nation at that time 
to defend your possessions with men stores and ammunition. By this 
a great expense was incurred for which the Honourable Company have 
never been reimbursed. We therefore take this opportunity through 
you again to demand payment from the Captain General at Goa. And 
as a vessel belonging to Dhanjishaw of Surat, a servant and subject of 
the Honourable English East India Company, was unjustly taken 
about three years ago, and still more unjustly detained by the late 
Captain General, notwithstanding our representation to the contrary, 
we also through you demand the release of the said vessel and that the 
value of everything taken on board her be made good to the owner. 2 

A Consultation of the 21st December records that, as the siege 
of Thana continues, with the object of striking the enemy at Thana 
with dismay, as large a detachment as can possibly be spared from 
the Bombay garrison march off this evening under the command of 
Lieuteifant-Col on el Keating to reduce Ves&va, a strong fort and out¬ 
post on the island of Sdlsette on the opposite side of the island from 
Thana. 3 

On the evening of Friday the 23rd December 177-1, the barge 
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1 Pul). Diary 66 of 1774, 891 ■ 893. Forrest's MarAtha Series, I. Pt. I. 180. 

5 Pub. Diary 66 of 1774, 894 - 896. Forrest’s MorAtlia Series, I. Pt. I. 180 • 181. 

3 Pub. Diary 66 of 1774, 902. Forrest's Mar At ha Scries, I, Pt. I. 181. 
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arrived from Thana with Mr. John Watson, Superintendent, wounded 
and otherwise much hurt. 1 

On Sunday the 25th December 1774 at 2 p.m. arrived the account 
of the surrender of Vesdva Fort. On Monday the 26th December 
1774 except the force kept to garrison Ves&va, the detachment sent 
with Lieutenant-Colonel Keating returned. On Tuesday the 27th 
December 1774 the President and the whole Beard in Council recorded 
the following remarks on the serious and melancholy situation of affairs 
before Thana from the siege being protracted to so great a length. 
Vast quantities of stores have been indented for and expended ; many 
Europeans have been killed and wounded in an ill concerted attempt 
to fill up the ditch before the breach; and we are quite at a loss to know 
the Brigadier General’s expectations and designs, as lie does not appear 
to have been so explicit in his letters to the President as he should 
havo l>een. To add to our concern, this present unpromising 
appearance seems solely owing to the general’s pursuing the counsel 
of others, and not hearkening to the advice of Mr. Watson who from 
his greatest experience was so ablo to have given him the best. Had 
the two small forts to the northward been attacked and taken, as 
Mr. Watson proposed, there is no doubt that our forces would have 
been in possession of Tlrina many days ago, and thereby many valuable 
lives have been saved. On the same day (27tli December 1774) at 3 p.m. 
John Watson, Esquire, departed this life, occasioned by the wounds ho 
received before Tlrina the 21st instant. On the morning of the 28th 
December 1774 the remains of the late John Watson Esquire were 
interred in the burying ground without the town walls. The same day 
(28th December 1774) about \ before 8 p.M.arrivod an express from the 
Brigadier General with advice that Thana Fort was taken by storm 
this afternoon about 3 o’clock. 2 

Six letters from Lieutenant-Colonel Keating to the President givo 
the following details of the siege of Vesdva Fort. About 4 o’clock 
on the morning of the 23rd December Colonel Keating wrote: 
I am sorry to acquaint you that our attempt to escalade Vcsava 
last night at 8 o’clpck has not been attended with success. 
The causos of failure were too short ladders and want of obedience 
in the troops. I planned the attack in the following manner. Upon 
our howitzers and field pieces beginning to play on the fort. 
Lieutenant Carpenter with 46 men advanced close to the walls upon 
the left, keeping up a constant firing. This firing drew the whole 
attention of the enemy to that quarter, while Ensigns Prosser 
Anderson and Gore advanced to the escalade of the only part that 
our ladders could reach. The firing had its desired effect as the 
enemy never made the least discovery until our ladders were 
raising. But this was done clumsily # so that of three that were 
raised, the enemy, though very few in that quarter, easily broke 


* Mr. Watson’s chief injuries were caused by a cannon-ball striking the sand close 
in front of him and driving particles of sand into the flesh all over his body. Grant 
Duffs MarAthds, 374, and Low’s Indian Navy, I. 176 in Bombay Gazetteer, ThAna, 
XIV. 360. 

" Secret and Pol. Diary, 21st to 2Sth Dec. 1774, Vol. 15 of 1774, 252-255 and Pub. 
Diary 66 of 1774, 900, 952. Forrest’s Mardtha Series, I. l't, I. 184-185, 201. 
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and overset them with large stones, Our troops were obliged to 
give over the attack with the loss of two Europeans killed, two or 
three wounded, and three lascara wounded. Had I fourteen bamboo 
ladders, eight of thirty-two and six of forty feet, I could still carry 
the place. But as making these will I fear take much time, two 
eighteen or even twelve pounders with cochora (cohorn) mortars 
and the stores contained in tho accompanying list will soon reduce 
the place. Ever since we retired the garrison, who are exceedingly 
intimidated, have kept up a constant tire fearing a second attack. 

At 8 in the morning of the same day (December 23rd) Colonel 
Keating wrote: I beg you will order two petards to be sent me 
directly, whichever choice you make in respect to what was 
contained in mine of this morning may be sent also. But I hope 
with the help of petards to get in/ 

At 10 in the evening of the same day (the 23rd) Colonel Keating 
wrote : Nothing can be done but by two eighteen pounders; twelve 
pounders might do as well but for the sake of expedition, I this 
evening made a second attempt to carry the fort by escalade but 
met with so warm a reception that our people were obliged to retire 
with the loss of perhaps thirty Europeans wounded and killed. 
Anderson is wounded badly. I have pleasure in assuring you that 
the troops have made amplo amends for their want of regularity- 
last night. They were perfectly obedient to command. Had it 
been so last night, wo should have carried the place easily. 
To-night the enemy were fully prepared. 

Next day (24tli December) Colonel Keating wrote: Our loss last 
night was not so considerable as I imagined. It is : killed, infantry 
one, seaman one, ham&ls two; wounded, artillery eight, infantry six, 
seamen three, lascars two, hamdls two. 

At 5 on the same day (24th December) Colonel Keating wroto t 
Most of our stores are landed and brought up, and at work for the 
battery. Should I receive a party from Captain Liell to assist 
in raising the battery, I shall be able to open it to-morrow 
morning. When once open I think wo shall soon do our business. 
I should not have made an attack last night but that I found the 
men in high spirits and eager for it, together with the confidence 1 
placed in the bravery and coolness of Captain-Lieutenant BrickeU 
who commanded tho party who were first to mount. He did not 
deceivo me though unsuccessful. Our ladders I increased in 
length to 42 feet. The petard I found unnecessary, the gate did not 
require one. I thank God I never was better in health. What men 
the surgeon thinks require it I now send to the sepoy hospital, a 
list of them enclosed. Wishing you the compliments of the ensuing 
season.® 

At 11 in the morning of the 25th he continued: At sunrise, 
just as the battery was ready to fire, the enemy sent a deputation 
to treat. They had done the same last night but first wanted five 
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days to consult upon conditions. My answer was I allowed them 
one hour and a half, no more. They returned at the time and 
reduced their demand first to three days, at last fell to this day at 
noon. My answer was 1 would not allow an hour longer. It was 
my business to reduce the fort as soon as possible, theirs to keep it 
us long as they could. This did not seem to please them. Our 
battery being finished, and as I suppose not further from the walls 
than 220 yards, lias determined them to accept of the terms, a copy 
of which 1 now do myself the honour to enclose you, and hope they 
will prove satisfactory. 

The terms were: I Thomas Keating, Lieutenant-Colonel and 
Commanding Officer of a body of the Honourable Company’s forces 
now before the fort of Vcsava, do promise and agreo that upon the 
surrender of the said fort for the use of my Honourable Masters, 
that the officers and inhabitants in the said fort shall enjoy whatever 
private property of their own is now in the fort or town ; that they 
shall be permitted to stay in the villages adjacent or retire elscwhoro 
provided they do not molest in any degree any inhabitants under 
tlie protection of the Honourable Company. Also that they shall 
have ten fishing boats to carry away themselves and their real 
property. And lastly, it is faithfully promised that the killedilr and 
all others shall furnish to Lieutenant-Colonel Keating a just and true 
account of whatsoever is belonging to tlie Mar&tha government 
now under their care or charge, and deliver the same to such persons 
as lie shall appoint for that purpose. Done before Ves&va this 
25tli day of December 1774. 

On the 26th December, except such part as was left to garrison 
the fort at Yesdva, the whole detachment commanded by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Keating returned to Bombay. 1 

Of the attack and capture of TMna fort General Gordon for¬ 
warded the following details on the 28th December : Immediately 
on getting possession of the fort, I despatched Captain McLellan 
that you might have the earliest intelligence of it and to him I 
refer you for the particulars of the assault commanded by Colonel 
Cockburn where both officers and men behaved with the utmost 
spirit. Upon the enemy’s evacuating the fort Captain Farrer with 
his party made an attempt to get possession of the galivats but 
they were almost swamped and could not get near them. The 
slaughter was very great, Anantrao and above 200 people are 
prisoners. I am quite at a loss what to do with them, I am 
therefore to request your Honour and tlie Board’s directions on 
that head. We also got immediate possession of the two forts to 
the northward where our colours are now Hying. You may well 

3 ose the confusion such a sceng creates so as sufficiently to 
Dgisc for the incorrectness of this letter. 3 

On receipt of the above letter the Board signed and despatched 
(29th December 1774) by special messenger a letter to tho Bri- 


1 Pub. Diary 86 of 1774, 900-910 ; Forrest's Mardtha Series, 1. Ft, I, 183- 184. 

* Letter from Brig, Clenl, Gordon to the President and Council, Th4na Fort 2Sth 
Doc, 1774, Pub. Diary 66 of 1774, 957 ; Forrest’s Mar&tha Series, I, Pt. I, 202. 
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gadier General at TMna signifying their pleasure in hearing of the 
reduction of TMna and directing him to reduce DMr&vi and the 
remaining posts on the island and if possible to destroy the enemy's 
boats. He was also to return such part of the force as could bo 
spared, and communicate to us his opinion of the garrison nocessary 
to be left for the defence of the island of Salsette. We directed 
him to release the prisoners, except the most considerable, and' 
acquainted him of the reinforcement we proposed sending him 
before we had news of his success, and of the civil government wo 
had established for the island of Sdlsette. 1 

On the samo day came to hand from Th&na a letter from the 
Brigadier General dated this day (29th December 1774) wherein 
he related the particulars of the assault on storming the broach 
and his proceedings afterwards, and strongly recommends the 
spirit and conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel Ooekburn who command¬ 
ed the attack, and of Captain Stewart and the Serjeant-Major of 
the 1st battalion who led on. He also recommended in strong 
terms Captain MeLellan, his aid-de-camp, who he judged the most 
proper person to send with the earliest accounts of tneir success,, 
lie further acquainted us that he had ordered a detachment of 
40 Europeans and 240 sepoys to march the next day under the 
command of Captain Stewart to scour the country towards Ghod- 
bandar and to assure the villages through which ho might pass of 
tho Company’s protection. He requested our directions how to 
dispose of the prisoners and such guns and stores as might remain, 
after supplying the Thdna garrison. 3 

On the 30th December 1774 came to hand by special messenger 
from Thaua a letter from the Brigadier General, dated this day, in 
which ho replied to our letter of yesterday, advised that the 
enemy’s boats had escaped, and proposed to send the prisoners to 
Bombay instead of releasing them in TMna. He strongly recom¬ 
mended Captain-Lieutenant Nugent of the artillery for a commis¬ 
sion as captain, acquainted that by the best accounts the enemy’s 
loss must have exceeded 600 men during the siege and in tho 
assault, and that the inhabitants were returning to the town in 
great numbers. 3 

On tho same day (30th December 1774) arrived Captain-Lieute¬ 
nant Brickell from Karanja with the news of the surrender of tho 
fort of Karanja and the reduction of that island. The following 
letter was at the same time received from Lieutenant-Colonel 
Keating who commanded that party :* About two hours ago 
wo took possession of this fort. The greatest difficulty we met 
with was gaining the hill, such a one I never met with. Last 
night our posts wero established within 250 yards, and this 
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5 Bom. Gov. Diary 29th Dec, 1774, Puh. Diary 66 of 1774, 959 - 960. 

3 Bom. Gov. Diary 30th Doc. 1774, Puh. Diary 06 of 1774, 980; Forrest’s Mar&tha 
Series, 1. Pt. I. 20S. 

* Bom, Gov. Diary 30th Deo. 1774, Tuh. Diary 66 of 1774, 960-961 ; Forrest’* 
Mardtha Series, I. Pt. I. 203. 
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morning before they surrendered within fifty. Thus situated 
and with no chance for retreat they gave the fort up. I 
permitted them to carry away their clothes only. The garrison 
consisted of subhedar V&stu Mridhav NAik, havdlddr Attange- 
rav, Bh Askar Pant salmis, and three hundred and six sepoys. 
The fort is a small square, flanked by five towers, mounting 
thirteen guns, the wall very low. Yet we could not attempt it 
without scaling ladders, which could not be got up last night, 
the road being so exceedingly bad. The warehouse contains 
al)out 150 morans of batty, and one in the low grounds about 30 
khandis. I shall send all the troops to Bombay this afternoon 
except about 50. But shall stay myself until to-morrow to settle 
matters a little. The country volunteers, under Shaikh Ali, were 
the first who mounted the heights, and behaved very gallantly. 
We have found about seventeen hundred rupees and some little 
trifling joys. 1 

On reading Colonel Keating’s letter advising the reduction of 
Karanja, the Bombay Government in their Consultation of 3rd 
January 1775 observe: It is now necessary to provide for the 
collection of the revenues and government of Karanja as well as 
of thotwo small adjacent islands, called Elephanta and Hog Island, 
which being dependent on Karanja arc now become the Company’s. 
Mr. David Carnegie, at the President’s nomination, is appointed to 
reside at Karanja for the above purposes. 

The money found in the fort of Karanja must be paid into tho 
treasury; the batty in the warehouses there must be brought to 
Bombay by the warehousekeeper, and the list of the stores in 
Karanja fort must be delivered to the storekeeper to be brought 
on his books. The Board resolved that all the charges incurred by 
the late service be brought under the head Charges reducing 
tSAlsette and the adjacent islands. 2 

On the 31st December 1774 the Select Committee after Consul¬ 
tation signed and despatched the following letter to the Governor 
General and Council at Fort William. The letter was sent by 
express boat to Surat from whence it was to he forwarded by special 
messenger; Conformable to the Board’s address of this date, we 
shall proceed to communicate to your Honour our motives for 
determining at this juncture to endeavour at acquiring possession 
of the island of SAlsette by force of arms from the late possessors 
the MarAthAs. Of this we particularly advised the Honourable 
the Court of Directors in our address by tho Thames several days 
before the recoipt of your letter of the 24th October in which 
we were acquainted of your having taken possession of the govern¬ 
ment of Fort William in virtue o£ the late Act of Parliament. 
We flatter ourselves our reasons for this undertaking will appear 
so satisfactory and convincing to them as well as to you that we 
shall he fully justified in our proceedings. 

1 Letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Keating to the President and Council, Public Diary 
;6G of 1774, 961. 

'* Bom. Gov. Consultation 3rd Jau. 1775, Pub, Diary 67 erf 1775, 5, 
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In the commands of tho Honourable the Court of Directors to this 
Presidency dated the 31st March 1769, an attested copy of which 
we now enclose for your information, they are pleased to direct 
that wo should be ever watchful to obtain the island of Sfllsette, 
with the other places therein pointed out, which they acquaint us 
must be the constant objects we arc always to have in view in all 
our treaties negotiations and military operations. 

Again in their letter of the 6th April 1772 tho Honourable 
Company expressly direct that Mr, Mostyn, one of our members, 
should be established at Poona, for endeavouring to acquire Sfllsette, 
with the other places mentioned in their former commands, and 
they point out what they permit us to give up as an exchange. 
Accordingly in the year 1772 during the lifetime of MadhavrAv, and 
about a year before that government fell into confusion, Mr. 
Mostyn was fixed as Resident at the MarAtha DarMr. In addition 
to the terms pointed out by our Honourable Employers, Mr. Mostyn 
was instructed to offer Broach with its territories which we had 
just then acquired from the Nawftb. In spite of this offer Mr. 
Mostyn found no probability of procuring the places desired by the 
Company. 

Some time after the Maratha State fell into the confusion which 
at present distracts it. Still we took no step for attaining by 
force of arms the possession of Salsette, notwithstanding the 
opportunity was very favourable, and that we have reason to 
conclude Salsette with the small adjacent isles was ceded to the 
Crown by the marriage contract between King Charles II. and 
tho King of Portugal. Previous to the receipt of your letter 
to the Board communicating the intelligence of your Honour 
having taken upon you the government of Bengal, we received 
advice from Mr. Robert Henshaw (a gentleman in the service 
then residing on some business of the Company’s at Goa) that the 
Portuguese had this season received with their new Captain 
General (Dom Joze Pedro da Camara) a very considerable rein¬ 
forcement of men and ships from Europe, and ihat their undoubted 
designs were immediately to attempt recovering from the Mardthas 
the possession of S&lsette and Bassein and the other countries they 
formerly held so far north as Daman. The distracted situation of 
Maratha affairs left us no doubt that with the force they command 
the Portuguese would certainly gain possession of S&lsette, which 
is their favourite object, and most probably of the other parts of 
their former possessions. Had this taken place it would not only 
have effectually prevented us ever acquiring Sdlsette for the Honour¬ 
able Company, but the Portuguese would then again have had it in 
their power to obstruct our trjide by being in possession of the prin¬ 
cipal passes to the inland country, and to lay whatever imposition 
they pleased upon us. In this emergency what remained for us to do ? 
Had we sat inactive spectators of the event, we should in our opinions 
have betrayed the interests of our Honorable Employers. Had we 
wrote to you for instruction and advice, your sentiments and recom¬ 
mendations most probably must have arrived much too late to have 
enabled us to prevent the execution of the designs of the 
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Portuguese. And though we had not any account at this time of 
your being established in your government of Fort William, and 
consequently were not restricted by law from pursuing such 
measures as we judged most for the interest of our Honourable 
Employers, yot as the matter was in every point of view of an 
important nature, and we shortly expected to hear you were 
arrived, we should have been very glad to have submitted to your 
judgment the direction of the measures necessary to be pursued. 
But seeing that w r e were obliged, either to act at this very juncture 
or entirely to give up all thoughts of attempting to avert the evils 
with which we were threatened, we determined, after the most 
mature consideration, in order to prevent the mischiefs which must 
have ensued to the interests of the Honourable Company from the 
Portuguese being in possession, to attempt at obtaining BAlsette 
for our Honourable Employers. As some months before the killedar 
of Thflna, the principal fort on the island, had offered for a sum of 
money to deliver it to us, the President was empowered to close 
with him on the most moderate terms. But the killeddr now 
excused himself alleging that tho ministry at Poona having obtained 
intelligence of the Portuguese designs had reinforced his garrison, 
which put it out of his power to deliver the fort in the maimer 
he before wished to do. Nothing therefore remained but to send 
such a force as was judged necessary to reduce Thdna. This was 
accordingly despatched under the command of Brigadier General 
Gordon and Mr. Watson superintendent of our marine. We have 
the pleasure to acquaint you that after our army had been thirteen 
days before the place, Thifna, the principal fort on the island, was 
taken by storm the 28th instant j Yesdva another fort on Salsette 
was also taken by a separate force under the command of Lieutenant 
Colonel Keating, and in consequence the whole island is now in our 
possession. Tho surrender yesterday of the island of Karanja 
completes the conquests we had determined to make near this 
place. 

The very day after our forces set out against Thana, part of the 
Portuguese fleet appeared off Bombay with their train under their 
convoy bound to Daman, a settlement they still retain to tho north¬ 
ward of this place. So soon as he gained intelligence of our pro¬ 
ceedings, the commander of the fleet delivered a formal protest, by 
direction as he said of tho Captain General of Goa, which shews 
the necessity of the measure we have pursued, and corroborates 
Mr. Henshaw’s account of their intentions. To this protest we 
delivered a suitable reply, and thus the matter rests. On a moderate 
calculation the yearly Revenues of Salsette amount to about 
Its. 3,30,000 and those of Karanja to about Rs. 40,000. We shall 
fix suitable civil establishments at e&ch of those places for their 
government and for the collection of their revenues, with a proper 
military force for their protection. 1 

The same day (December 31st, 1774) General Gordon forwarded 


1 Horn. Gov. Diary 31st Dec. 1774, Secret and Political Diary 15 of 1774,260-266; 
Forrest's Maritba Series, 1. Pt. 1. 204-206. 
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to the Board the following details of the final settlement of Sdlsette: 
Enclosed I send you a copy of a letter I received last night from 
Captain Stewart at Ghodbandar agreeable to which report, to make 
Gliodbandar an established post, we arc now sending four ninc- 
pounders taken from the Triumph prahm. You will observe by 
Captain Stewart’s account that DMravi battery has been long 
abandoned. I have ordered him to make himself sure of that 
particular by observing it narrowly. Captain Stewart will inform 
me when the post is established and secured with a proper detach¬ 
ment and then return here with the remainder. The people of 
distinction, whom the Board mentioned in their letter, are cither 
killed or tied, except those sent to Bombay; besides these, some 
subheddra and others of great note were killed. By the custom of war 
tho commanding officer of artillery is entitled to all bells found in 
places taken from the enemy. Major Lee claims one large boll in the 
Portuguese Church within the town. I would wish to know whether 
the Board will be pleased to allow him consideration for it, or 
whether he may make a demand on the clergy and parishioners/ 

Next day (1st January 1775) General Gordon forwarded to 
the Board the following additional particulars: In Gliodbandar he 
imagined it would be proper to leave fifty Europeans, two com¬ 
panies of sepoys, fifteen artillery, and thirty lascars; and for Thdna 
and the small forts on the river 150 European infantry, 50 
artillery, 100 lascars, and one battalion of sepoys would be necessary 
for the garrison of Thd.ua. Eor some time there must bo frequent 
detachments to protect the villages and to drive away the 
Maratha plunderers. He mentioned that as the batty was not yet 
threshed out, that part of the revenue had not been collected by 
the Mardthds, that every thing remained quiet and the inhabitants 
continued to return in great numbers to their houses. 1 2 

On the 2nd January he added: The garrison at Ghodbandar and the 
presence there of the Wolf aud Fly would prevent the enemy’s boats 
being troublesome. All was quiet at Thdna. They were going on as 
fast as possible clearing the rubbish ruins and filth from the fort. 
As not less than four hundred barrels of powder were found in the 
fort, tho three hundred barrels were returned to Bombay. Thirteen 
mortars and one hundred and seven pieces of cannon were found 
on the enemy’s works. 3 

On these letters at a Consultation of 3rd January 1775 the 
Board passed the following orders: Such a force as the Brigadier 
General may judge necessary to remain for the defence of Thdna 
aud the other posts to be maintained on S&lsette must bo left 
there, regard being at the same time had to the force which it may 
at times be necessary to detacji for the protection of the inhabitants 
from Mardtha incursions. This requisite garrison to be left under 
the command of Lieut.-Colonel Cock burn, General Gordon with 
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1 Letter from Brigadier General Gordon to tho President and Council, Thdna 31st 
Deo. 1774, Pub. Diary 67 of 1775, 9-10. 

a Bom. Gov. Diary 2nd Jan, 1775, Pub. Diary 67 of 177®, 2. 

3 Pub, Diary, 67 of 1775, 11. 
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the remainder of the force returning to Bombay and sending back 
such of the stores as are no longer wanted. Except the wounded 
who must be cared for, the ordinary prisoners must be landed on 
the opposite shore, after being entirely disarmed. The brass guns 
and mortars found in Th&na fort are to be sont to Bombay. 1 

In a Consultation of the 4th January 1775 Government write: 
Signed and dated our fair instructions to Mr. James Sib bald, 
provisional Resident, Messrs. Gregory Page, Patrick Crawfurd 
Bruce, and Edmund Veale Lane appointed factors at Tlidna, for 
the management and government of that island and for the 
collections of the Honourable Company’s revenues. Wherein wo 
gave them such directions for their government as wore necessary 
to form this new establishment on a proper footing. 8 

In their Consultation of 6th January 1775 Government write: 
Signed our instructions to Mr. llavid Carnegie appointing him to 
reside at Karanja, giving him necessary directions, and acquaint¬ 
ing him that he was to collect the revenues of Karanja, Elephanta, 
and Ilog Islands. 3 

On his return to Bombay on the 9th January 1775 General 
Gordon submitted the following account of Tlidna Port: The fort 
of Tlidna is a regular pentagon, with three large bastions, towers 
at the salient angles, a tower and cavalier over the land gate and 
a work begun but not finished over the river gate. A good ditch 
with counterscarp runs from the returning angle of the south¬ 
east tower to the land gate, where there is no retaining wall to the 
rampart. The Mdratlids wisely seeing the almost unsurmountable 
difficulties of an attack from this side, have not paid that attention 
to its defences which they have on the others. The south-east 
tower against which, and tnc shoulder of the adjoining bastion our 
principal attack was directed, has two tiers of guns and a powder 
magazine below. It is extremely strong and was as fine a piece of 
masonry as I ever saw. In making our approaches on this side we 
had the advantage of being entirely under cover of houses to within 
280 yards of the wonks, Many of these houses were set on fire by 
the enemy but their walls afforded excellent shelter to the troops. 
The houses nearest the fort will, I believe, be found to belong to 
the officers of Government, or to Brdhmans who will not readily 
claim them. I am of opinion that, as soon as possible, these houses, 
together with the Darb&r, should be pulled down in order to form 
an esplanade of at least 800 yards. If this is done, if the breaches 
which wc made in the wall are rebuilt, and if the works in general 
are repaired, 1 will venture to pronounce that with its present 
garrison and plenty of ammunition stores and provisions, Th&na 
would be in a very defensible and respectable state. Within the 
fort is plenty of water and a number of small irregular ill built 
houses and nuts which should be pulled down and the ground 
levelled. I have directed Major Lee to examine and r'eport the 


1 Bom, Gov. Consultation 3rd Jan. 1776, Pub. Diary 67 of 1776, 8-4, 
5 Bom. Gov. Diary 4th Jau. 1775, Pub. Diary 67 of 1775, 13. 

1 Bom. Gov. Diary 6th Jan. 1776, Pub, Diary 67 of 1775, 14, 



Materials! 


AND ISLAND. 


39a 


State and calibre of the guns, 107 of which were found in the 
fort, and to make a demand of what guns he wants to put 
the place in a proper state of defence. Agreeable to the orders of 
the Board I enclose a copy of the instructions which I have given 
to Lieutenant-Colonel Cockburn who is appointed to command at 
Thana. By the last paragraph of your letter of the 3rd instant, 
you are pleased expressly to forbid any repairs being made with¬ 
out particular orders from you. As a literal compliance with this 
order would have risked the conquest we had made, as the breach 
was open and easy of access, I took upon me to direct the engineer 
to stockade and scarp the breach, to clear the ditch, and to go 
on removing the ruins from the towers and works in order to 
make room for our guns. In repairing them the towers should 
not l>e roofed over. If even a small breach is made in the wall, 
the weight of the terrace at the top will he apt to reduce the whole 
to ruins. To considerably widen the ditch would certainly add 
greatly to the strength of the place, and a glacis might be formed 
From the earth thrown up. Whether at present it is expedient to 
undertake so expensive a work remains to bo considered. In any 
caso the ditch should be carried on immediately round to the south¬ 
east tower. Had this been done it would have added considerably 
to our difficulties in the siege. 

In every part of Salsette which I have seen the roads are 
very bad, indeed so bad as to render the movement of troops 
very difficult, and that of artillery nearly impossible. I submit 
to your consideration whether the making good roads is not 
an object well worth attention, as well for military purposes as 
for the conveniency of the inhabitants, who, when a little more 
settled, might be taxed to assist in so useful a work. I have 
ordered Engineer Whitman, who is at present employed in 
completing the post at Ghodbandar, to begin as soon as possible 
taking a chart of the river, ascertaining the width depth and 
windings. The post at Ghodbandar is by nature very strong. I 
sent four nine-pounders there, which with its garrison gives us 
little to apprehend from any attack, though* it is not above four 
miles from Bassein. Ghodbandar commands the river, and near it 
is a very fertile district, which produces a great quantity of grain. 
Dharavi battery has long been abandoned; it is two to three miles 
south-westof Bassein. I am informed on account of a long sandy point 
vessels going from Bassein must come dose to Dhdravi. From its 
distance from Thdna and the badness of the roads I could not be 
informed about Dhdrdvi as I wished to be. I imagine it will not 
be difficult to examine it by the way of Vesdva, or by water. If 
it has such command as it is said to have, Dhdrdvi is certainly a 
post of much importance, aftd no time should be lost in taking 
possession of it. At the same time it becomes a matter worthy of 
the most serious consideration of the Board, how far our present 
force is able to maintain possession of and repel attacks on our 
new conquests without hazarding too much the safety of our other 
settlements. My sentiments on the subject arc that as soon as it 
can he done, two battalions of sepoys should be raised and added 
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to those we now have. This additional foree, all thing's considered, 
■will not be. more than equivalent to the force employed on Siilsette, 
or indeed not equal to it, if a strong detachment is sent from the 
Presidency to DhAravi to take post there. At present we are so 
far from being able to furnish any detachments for the cruizers, 
that we have not men to mount the common guards. As 130 
lascars were left on duty at Th&na and Ohodbandar, they should be 
replaced as soon as possible as they are a very useful body of 
men. 1 

On the 18th January the Board ordered the Resident and factors 
at Thalia to be very expeditious in adjusting tbe (oka or share of 
batty. 8 Tbe Company’s share must be sent hither and the pro¬ 
prietors are to be permitted to export the remainder to this place 
only. Mr. Francis William Pemberton is appointed to reside at 
Vesliva to collect the revenues in the district about that place. 
He is subordinate to tbe Resident anil factors at Thdna, to whom 
the accounts are to be transmitted ; but the batty be collects must 
be sent to Bombay. To hasten tbe collection ol' tbe Company’s 
share of rice, tbe Board further ordered that, except the Resident, the 
several servants at TInina be sent to different districts of the island.* 

At tbe same Consultation (18th January) was read transla¬ 
tion of the following letter from the Captain General at Goa to 
the President and Council, dated Goa 26th December 1774: As 
soon as I learnt that your Excellency projected negotiations or 
conquests over the fortified towns and countries that have been 
possessed and governed by the Portuguese Stato in this region, I 
endeavoured to put a stop to the same ami to preserve the rights 
which the Royal Crown of Portugal has in those countries, by 
causing to be delivered to your Excellency the protest bearing date 
the IGtli instant. 1 am clearly informed that your Excellency had 
organised an expedition against the town of Tluimi, that you had 
blockaded the said town, that you were beating down its walls, 
that you were in treaty about conquering the same, and intended 
to make permanent your conquests over the other countries above 
mentioned, whether l>y yourselves alone or united with an Asiatic 
Power. This obliges me to repeat and again to intimate to your 
Excellency that for the space of two hundred years the said forti¬ 
fication of Tbami Bassein ami other countries and jurisdictions, 
situated from Chaul to Daman, find been the dominion and posses¬ 
sion of the State of Portugal. And that although, not quite forty 
years ago, unjustly animated as is probable by other powers, the 
Murallm-s unfortunately invaded and took those fortifications and 
countries, yet the state of Portugal neither lost the right it had 
therein nor the intention of regaining,them, nor did it omit at any 


’ Letter from Brigadier General Gordon to tlie President and Council, 9th Jan. 
1775, Pub. Diury 67 of 1775, 2o 29. 

2 One of tlie special forms of tenure merged in the revenue survey tenure is dhAp or 
lump also called taka, taka, or hon. Bombay Gazetteer, TliAun, XIII. Pt. II. 530-581. 
See also pages 050 note 2, 551 note 5, 565 note 7. lluudabandt or tokdbandi is a vague 
form of lump assessment. Ditto, 671, 593 note I. 

2 Bom. Gov. Consultation Iblli Jan. 1776, l’ub. Dia y 67 of 1775, C7. 
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time to do every tiling requisite once more to obtain the dominion 
of those countries. 

I persuade myself that when your Excellency resolved to attack 
Th&na, you considered only the interests of the British Nation in 
Asia, and not your general interest, nor the attention doe to the 
Portuguese State in India. I am certain on your Excellency looking 
into the gift of the island of Bombay, and the treaty by which 
it was bequeathed in the Royal Marriage Contract of Scnhora 
Donna Catharina, you will find that His Majesty has for himself 
and his vassals engaged not to prejudice at any time the rights 
that the Portuguese Nation had in Asia, but on the contrary always 
to assist in defending the same. Reflecting on the said treaty, on 
tho obligation of this alliance, on public faith reciprocally promised, 
and oil the sacred ties of hospitality by which the British Nation 
obtained and still preserves a dominion which the Portuguese 
Nation formerly hod in this part of the east, 1 expect that your 
Excellency will know, in all your proceedings, how much these 
projects and actions are contrary and odious to the ahovementioned 
treaty and its ties, to the public faith, and to the docorum of the 
British Nation, I rely that in your great prudence you will on this 
consideration abstain and desist from acts so provoking. Should, 
contrary to my expectation, your Excellency not attend to these 
reasons, I do make most formal protest, declaring that your 
Excellency is the infractor of tho public peace of the said two 
nations by so strange a proceeding, so contrary to the meaning of 
the said defensive treaty subsisting between the two Royal Crowns 
of our said nations, protesting against you also for all the prejudices 
and all sensible consequences which from these facts may ensue. 
Your Excellency may remain persuaded that all these damages may be 
recompensed from the interest which England has in the Portuguese 
dominions, in which there arc to the English Nation much greater 
pledges and much more important ones than the prejudices your 
Excellency promotes and intends causing to this state, without 
entering into other most important considerations, of the danger to 
which your nation shall be exposed by the loss of many millions 
which it gains from Portugal, through the effect of their esteemablo 
alliance and which must he put a stop to by a continuation of these 
strange proceedings. Neither can I dispense with informing Ilis 
Faithful Majesty on all the above, being certain that His British 
Majesty and the whole of the English Nation will grant in this 
respect the most circumspect satisfaction, making your Excellency 
responsible, for all that you shall do, and for as much as shall happen 
on this most important particular. 1 

After consideration, ordered that a suitable but short reply bo 
sent. 2 

A Consultation the 24th January 1775 records: The engineer 
reports that it is necessary to form an esplanade to the fort to the 


1 Translation of a Letter from the Captain General at Goa to the President and 
Council, 26th Dee. 1774, Pub. Diary 67 of 1775, 71-75. 

s I3om. Gov. Consultation 18th Jan, 1776, Pub. Diary 07 of 1775, 68. 
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distance of 600 yards. The President who has been on the spot is 
of opinion that for the present the distance of 400 yards will 
bo most proper; to extend the esplanade beyond that line 
would be attended with too much inconvenience to the inhabitants. 
The engineer reports that to make an esplanade will bo attended 
with little expense, as many of the houses within that distance 
were so much damaged during the siege, that they must be pulled 
down, and, as many others belong to the Brahmans and officers of 
Government, who have left the place, and their houses are become 
the Company’s ; Resolved that an esplanade be made at Thdna to 
the distance of 400 yards round the fort as recommended by the 
President, and to encourage the inhabitants whose bouses must 
come down, it is agreed and ordered that the materials of the 
houses that are to be pulled down, that did belong to the officers 
of Government who have left the place, be distributed amongst 
the others, which must be done with the utmost impartiality and in 
such a manner as will prove most satisfactory to those whom we 
intend to benefit thereby. Whatever buildings the inhabitants may 
from henceforward erect, must be lined out into streets of 50 feet 
wide at least and the cross streets not less than 36 feet wide. 1 * 

At a Consultation on the 28th January 1775 after reading such 
part of the advices from Thdna as related to the repairs of the 
fort and to the making of an esplanade the Board order that the 
ditch to the fort be cleared and the breach repaired that the 
fort may again be iu a defensible state ; that after these two 
necessary services are completed the esplanade must be made to 
the distance of 400 yards and no more. That to extend the 
esplanade to 600 yards as the Engineer recommends, the whole 
town must be pulled down which would be too great a dis¬ 
couragement. to the inhabitants and might disgust' them with our 
government: that at the same time no new buildings were to be 
erected within 600 yards of tlie fort. 3 

On the 28th January 1775 the President wrote to the Resident 
at Thdna, directing him to require, the commanding officer 
immediately to send a detachment of 350 men from Thana Vos&va 
and Ghodbaiular to protect the villages and drive off the Marhthds.* 

On the 30th January 1775 came to hand by special messenger 
from Thana a letter from the Resident, dated this day, acquainting 
the President that the enemy had landed about 400 men at 
Dhardvi, but that a detachment of 16 Europeans and 100 sepoys 
advanced from Gliodbandar to the relief of DhfLrfivi had driven 
every Mar&tha off the island before the detachment from TMna 
had arrived. Ten Mardtha prisoners and one boat had been taken 
but a considerable quantity of batty was destroyed, 4 

At a Consultation, the 7th February 17 75, the President lays before 
the Board a letter received from Commodore Moore, giving an 


1 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 24th Jan. 1775, Pub. Diary G7 of 1775, 97-98. 

3 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 28tli Jail. 1775, Pub. Diary G7 of 1775, 118. 

3 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 28th Jan. 1775, Pub. Diary 67 of 1775, 117. 

4 Boin. Gov. Diary 30tU Jun. 177$, l’ub. Diary G7 of 1775,120. 
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account of the motions of the Mardtha fleet. Ordered that as the 
Mardthas have now commenced hostilities by sea, it is resolved the 
Commodore and all the officers in command of our fighting vessels 
be directed to take, sink, burn, or otherwise destroy all or any of 
the enemy’s vessels whensoever or wheresoever they meet them, 
provided always that the same does not interfere with the effectual 
protection of such merchant boats or vessels as may be at any 
time under their convoy. A letter must be prepared for 
Commodore Hughes, who may shortly be expected on the coast, 
advising him of the hostilo proceedings of the Mardtha fleet, and 
desiring that he will treat them accordingly, and the Chief and 
factors at Tellichcrry be instructed to acquaint the commanders of 
His Majesty’s ships that may arrive on the coast of these particulars 
that they may act accordingly. 1 

At a Consultation, the 16th February 1775, the Board record 
a letter from the President of Karanja, dated the 15th, in which 
he enclosed a statement of the annual revenues of that island as 
collected by the Mardthds amounting to Rs. 51,134} and represented 
that last year the Mardthds farmed the customs for Rs. 20,000 
which the inhabitants represented as a great grievance, the farmer 
having many opportunities of oppressing them. He also acquainted 
us minutely with the present state of the revenues enclosing the 
account current with the different farmers, and requested our 
directions on several particulars. 2 

At a Consultation, the 28th February 1775, the Board read 
advices from the Resident and factors at Than a on which the 
following observations were made a ad orders issued: 

You are to lay in a quantity of batty at Thana and at the 
posts on Sdlsette, as a store sufficient to serve the garrisons, sepoys, 
and labourers for six months: the rest must be sent to Bombay ; for 
wo must conclude that the amount of batty remaining with the 
Corumbees (Kunbis) or villagers, after tho tolca or Government 
share is delivered, must be sufficient for the consumption of the 
inhabitants and for seed. To prevent a scarcity no rice may bo 
exported from Sdlsette, not even to Bombay, till the price may be 
reduced below Rs. 16 the morah ( imula ). As this is the price at 
which it is always issued in Bombay, the batty issued to the sepoys 
and labourers must be charged at Rs. 22| the muda, whether this 
is dearer or cheaper than the market rate. An account of Bombay 
daily wages to labourers and artificers must be sent to TMna, with 
orders to the chief and factors not to allow higher wages at 
Sdlsette. For the encouragement of settlers on Salsette, resolved 
that no duties he collected on the importation into Salsette of any 
provisions nor on the exportation of provisions from Salsette to 
Bombay. A proclamation to this purpose to be affixed in Bombay, 
and copies of it dispersed all over Salsette, that none of the 
inhabitants may be ignorant of the benefits intended them. As 
the people round Dhdrdvi suffered severely in tho last Mardtha 
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incursion on which account 50 mudds of batty was distributed 
among them, it is agreed that this rice shall not be demanded 
back, but that the people be informed it is a gift from the Company 
in consideration of their late sulferiiigs. x 

A Consultation of the 1st March 1775 records: A proclamation 
was this day published by beat of drum in the customary manner, 
and affixed in the usual places, signifying agreeable to our resolution 
in our last Consultation ’that from henceforward all customs were 
abolished on the importation of any kinds of provisions on Salsette, 
on the transportation of provisions from one part of the island to 
another, and on the exportation of the same from Salsotto to the 
island of Bombay, and also on the importation of all kinds of 
provisions and necessaries from S&lsette hither. 1 2 

At a Consultation on the 31st October 1775 the Board ordered that 
on the owners producing a Thdna Customs Master’s certificate, all 
copper manufactured on Sdlsette and all articles the produce of 
that island from goods which have paid customs there, may be 
imported into Bombay free of customs. 3 

On the 15th March 1775 Brigadier General Gordon submitted 
the following details regarding Ghodbandar and Dhdrdvi: The 
situation of Dhdravi gives such command of the entrance of the 
Bassoin river that it will bo extremely difficult for any vessels to 
pass in or out. On the battery, which is at the foot of a very steep 
hill, are three 18-pounders and three 12-pounders. I cannot approve 
of the platform which is made of terrace instead of stone of which 
there is plenty, if it had been made of stone, the platform would 
havo been much sooner fit for service. It would have lasted a great 
deal longer, and would have been repaired in far less time and at a 
less expense. Another capital fault in this platform is that instead 
of having the usual slope to check the recoil of the guns, and to 
render it easy to run them home after firing, it is made level, so 
that the guns must recoil a great way, and require many more men 
to work them. The roof too, which is intended to be carried over 
the battery, is so low as greatly to incommode the gunners in using 
their rummers and spunges. In the rear of the battery is to bo a 
magazine and guard-room, with a traverse to cover them. On the 
loft is a small tower, from which a couple of guns placed in barbet 
would have a very extensive command towards the bar. The hill 
is so steep that steps should be cut in it before the rains, otherwise 
it will be almost impossible to get up or down that side next the 
battery. A redoubt on the top of the hill with barracks for the 
troops, and with a fliche (a work open to the rear and commanded 
by the redoubt) at a small distance from it, will leave us little to 
apprehend from any attacks that may be made on that post. The 
troops should he put under cover as soon as possible, and oil and 


1 Bom. Gov, Consultation, 28th Feb. 1775, Tub. Diary 67 of 1775, 209-211. Comp, 
of Standing Ord. Vol. 2 of 1759 -1788, 102. 

8 Bom. Gov. Diary 1st March 1775, Pub. Diary G7 of 1775,223-224. 

3 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 31st Oct. 1775, Fub. Diary 68 of 1775, 795. Comp, of 
Standing Ord. Vol. 2 of 1750 -1783, 172. 
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candles (of the want of which they complain at present) should be 
sent over to all the posts for the use of the guards. At Bhdyndar, 
about half-way between Dhardvi and Gliodbandar, an officer ami 
sixty sepoys are stationed. As this is an open village opposite to 
Bassein, with a beach of several miles on which the enemy may 
land, I am of opinion that the guard should be augmented to one 
hundred sepoys. Signals betwixt BhAyndar DMravi and Ghod- 
bandar may easily be settled, so as to communicate to each other 
any motions which the enemy may at any time make, should they 
attempt to land on that side of Salsette. Gliodbandar is in a very 
defensible state, but the temporary roofs with which the barracks 
are at present covered will by no means serve for the rains, neither 
will the huts in which the sepoys are, protect them from the incle¬ 
mency of the weather. 1 

Experience showed the remission of taxation had been carried too 
far. On 1st May 1775 Government signed and despatched to Tlultia, 
by special messenger, a letter to the Chief and factors revoking 
their orders for discontinuing the levy of ghar palti or house cess, of 
bandar pntti or harbour cess, and of mohfarfa or shop tax. These 
were again to be collected as heretofore. 2 3 Six months later, the 
15th November 1775, the Board observe: Directions must be sent 
to the Chief and factors of Tlidtia to collect customs only on 
such goods as are actually sold at Tlvlna or any of the other 
parts of Sdlsette, and to permit the merchants to carry away such 
goods as they do not sell there, without any customs being paid 
thereon. 8 

At a Consultation, the 12th December 1775, the Board read 
letters from the Chief and factors at Tluina, with enclosed letters 
from the officers at the different outposts on Salsette, representing 
the scarcity of provisions and requesting to be allowed batta. 
After consideration agree that as we arc sensible provisions are 
very scarce and dear, and as on that account the troops at those 
posts are allowed provisions, batta be granted to the officers at all 
the outposts on Sdlsette where the troops are allowed provisions. 
This regulation to take place from the time we have had the island 
in our possession. The Chief and factors must bo directed to issue 
to the troops at the outposts the salt meat they have in store at 
Thana. The Board also resolve that when the lands in Salsette are 
next leased, a clause be inserted in the leases obliging the farmers 
to raise live stock of all kinds, which we hope will be the means of 
making provisions more plentiful and will save the Company the 
extraordinary expense of batta and provisions to the officers and 
troops there; meanwhile the Chief and factors to be instructed to 
give the inhabitants every encouragement to rear live stock. 4 


1 Letter from Brigadier General Gordon totlio Presidentand Council, 15tli March 1775, 
Pub. Diary 07 of 1775, 270-273. 

s Bom. Gov. Diary let May 1775, Pub. Diary 67 of 1775, 303. One of the taxes on 
traders alone was mohtarfa —a tax on shopkeepers, varying with their means, in fact 
an income-tax. Bombay Gazetteer, Poona, XVIII. Pt. II. 323 note 1. 

3 Bom. Gov. Consultation loth Nov. 1775, Pub. Diary 68 of 1775, 814. 

* Bom, Gov, Consultation 12th Deo. 1775, Pub. Diary 68 of 1775, 841 ■ 8-15. 
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In 1774 .Bombay seems to have suffered from a serious scarcity of 
lhoney. On the 12th April 1775 the Court wrote: Your resolution 
to dispose of our oarts villages and ha tty grounds in case supplies 
of money should not be sent you from Bengal, can be justified only 
by the most pressing and absolute necessity. Wo hope that the 
measures taken by our servants at Fort William to throw money 
into your hands by means of ships returning with spocio from the 
Gulf and the license given you to draw upon us will have ren- 
dered the above disagreeable expedient totally unnecessary. There¬ 
fore we shall not at present enter further upon the subject. 
In the same letter the Court continue: We are astonished 
at your conduct in directing Mr. Mostyn to attempt borrowing 
money at Poona. We are well assured that step could tend 
only to expose our affairs without any reasonable hope of 
obtaining relief. As to your subsequent proposal to procure money 
by raising the annual interest paid by us to 12 per cent, it appears 
to us so improper that we direct you forthwith to take measures 
for discontinuing the payment of such extravagant interest. 
Notwithstanding your distress for money, we observe that in the 
height of that distress you vontured to accept bills drawn from 
Balambangan (in Borneo) for so large a sum as Ks. 1,40,000 for which 
no value had been received and of which circumstance you were not 
ignorant. Your proceedings in that transaction were so contrary 
to your duty and so repugnant to our interest that you merit Our 
severest censure and we hereby reprimand the majority of our 
Council for preferring the interest and convenience of an individual 
to that of the Company in opposition to tho sentiments of two 
members of the Board, whose dissents on the occasion do them great 
honour and were unanswerably conclusive against the measure. 1 

As regards encouragement to trade the Court write in the 
same April letter : As it is our wish to give every encouragement 
in our power to the trade of Bombay and Surat, we direct that 
regular convoys be appointed monthly or oftener if you shall judge 
it proper, to and from those ports. We arc fully convinced that 
vessels on the SuraC station with a small assistance from your 
Presidency, will in general be fully adequate to such service with¬ 
out increasing your marine establishment. 2 

On the 22nd of January 1775 the Bombay Government took tho 
important step of accepting the Pcshwu Rdghoba’s application for 
a body of troops to join his army to reduce to obedience a section 
of his subjects, who wished to deprive Rdghoba not only of tho 
Posliwuship but of any share in the government of the Mardtha 
empire. 5 To represent their motives in making engagements with 
tho Poshwa Raghunath Rao tho Bombay Government deputed 


1 Court to Bombay 12th April 1775 paras 40-42, Pub. Don. Court’s I/litters Yol. 9 of 
1772-1777, 227 - 223. 

1 Court to Bombay 12th April 1775 para GO, Pub. Pep, Court’s Letters Yol. 9 of 
1772- 1777,234. 

1 Scerot and Pol. Diary 16 of 1775, 20. For articles of agreement between the 
lion. William Hornby President and Governor and Council and Rdghoba, dated Ctli Mar. 
1775, see Ditto 113 -127 and Forrest’s Mardtha Series, I. Pt. II. 211-21G. 
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Mr. William Tayler to Calcutta by whom the following letter, dated 
Calcutta 9th October 1770, was addressed to the Hordble Mr. Warren 
Hastings, Governor General of India: To form a proper judgment 
of the motives which guided the Government of Bombay in con¬ 
cluding this treaty with Kdghoba Peshwa, it will be necessary to be 
acquainted with the views of the Honourable Company regarding 
Bombay. The safety and accessibleness of Bombay harbour at 
all seasons of the year together with its vicinity to the Manlthds, 
and particularly to one of the passes through which the whole of the 
country above the Ghats might be supplied with English urticles, 
seem .chiefly to have engaged the attention of the Company in the 
acquisition of this island. How just were their speculations is 
shown by the fact that woollens and other English staples are 
disposed of at Bombay and the markets which it. supplies, to the 
amount of 14 Irikhs annually. Besides this, the convenience of the 
harbour has secured to the English, and to those who trade under 
their protection, almost the exclusive trade in Indian commodities 
with the country of the Marat has, as well us in the cotton with 
which Bengal and China is supplied, the whole bringing in an 
annual profit of Rs, 2,70,000 in customs to the Company, 1 The 
influence which the Company have in the government of Surat 
enables them to check the commerce of rival European nations, a 
power the more valuable as, next to Bombay, Surat is the chief mart 
for the vend of staples the entire monopoly of which is the Company’s 
leading commercial aim on the west side of India. For a consider¬ 
able time commerce alone engaged the attention of the Company at 
Bombay. The construction of docks, the excellent supply of timber, 
and of skilled artificers guvo Bombay a military consequence. On this 
point nothing need be added to the testimony of the Commanders of 
His Majesty’s squadrons that, in the impossibility of arranging repairs 
elsewhere, the superiority at sou in this quarter of the globe during 
the last war was chiefly due to the docks and the ready assistance found 
in Bombay. In 1768, sensible of the importance of a strong naval 
station and also aware of tho defenceless state of Bombay, the 
Honourable the Court of Directors sent out Colonel Campbell to 
inspect the fortifications, with positive orders to us implicitly to 
follow" his plan. At the same time knowing the inadequacy of our 
garrison to the defence of the place, they very considerably enlarged 
our military establishment. Previous to this the expense of Bombay 
had exceeded its revenues. The Directors were sensible that this 
great increase in charges must distress the Government for means to 
defray them, and furnish their investments for Europe and China. 
Knowing also that territorial acquisition would alone furnish a 
revenue equal to tho necessities of that settlement, they laid down 
a system for the attainment of. territory, namely the acquisition of 
SAfsette and Bassein with the Mar&th&s’ share of the revenues of 
Surat. Theso they imagined would complete their views, and this 
I must again repeat they urgently and especially enjoined us to 


1 In 176I-0S the customs revenue amounted to Rs. 1,67,000 while in 1772-73 it stood 
at 11s. 2,70,000. Puli. Diary 39 of 1762, 035 and 65 of 1774, 109. 
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embrace every opportunity to attain;, and to this alone to direct all our 
political and military operations, declaring it ut the same time to bo 
the utmost extent of their wishes on the west of India. In the 
cession a stipulated by the treaty with the Peshwa the views of the 
Company have been completed beyond their hopes, as, exclusive 
of a revenue equal to its expenses and occasions, the commercial 
and military advantages of Bombay are permanently secured. On 
S&lsetle Kurania and Basscin, Bombay may safely depend for all 
provisions. Further, by • possessing Basscin anrl its districts, wc 
ensure to ourselves a part of the timber necessary to our marine 
yard, the want of which would so greatly distress our works. If 
Bassein were to fall into an enemy’s hand or were any dispute with 
the Murdthds to arise during a war with Frunce, the Bombay Bocks 
which are now so valuable would for want of timber bo rendered 
almost useless. In the districts ceded by the Peshwa in Gujarat grows 
the cotton for the Bengal market, which secures to the English and to 
those under English protection the entire trade in this article, and 
to the Company the whole customs on that trade. Exclusive of 
these direct advantages wo shall entirely preclude the Dutch who 
have long been soliciting a settlement at Baescin, from all rivalry 
with the Company in the trade to the Maratha dominions. Wo shall 
also prevent the dangerous consequences that might attend the 
neighbourhood of so active and enterprising a nation, who have 
never been known to let slip an opportunity of extending themselves, 
.Should they at any time embrace an opportunity to get possession 
of Bassein, with tho means they would have to distress our trade 
and carry on their own, it seems very probable that but little would 
bo left to the English at Bombay. This acquisition also defeats 
the known, and declared designs of the Portuguese nnd the probable 
view's of the French who from former steps and their now sending 
so many ships to the west' of India seem to incline also to parti¬ 
cipate with us in the commerce there. The striking advantages of 
those possessions will, I trust, be deemed worthy of the most serious 
regard when it is considered that the maintenance of Bombay is 
necessary in the general system of the Company’s affairs. Instead of 
causing an annual loss of above £150,000 sterling, instead of being 
a burthen upon your presidency, at best troublesome mid in the end 
perhaps dangerous, all chiefly for a local advantage till then uncer¬ 
tain, Bombay would become a winning settlement of near eight 
Idkhs which will bo a difference to the Company of £250,000 a 
year. It would be in a state to afford certain assistance of all kinds 
to a squadron in timo of war, to secure tho commorce of the west 
of India in English hands, and above all to frustrate tho great 
rivals of the Company in their views of participating in our trade 
with the Maratha dominions, an object in itself of great import¬ 
ance, as on this trade depends the Company’s chief vend of woollens 
and the other staples of our Native Country. 

Such were the great and leading motives which induced the 
Government of Bombay to engage with the Peshwa Raghu- 
Tuithrdv. It seemed the very crisis wished for by the Company, 
an opportunity of accomplishing with honour, with justico, and 



Materials.] 

AND ISLAND. 403 

without the hazard of a general war, the objects the Company Chapter I- 
had so strenously enjoined the Bombay Government ever to keep History- 
in view. With the Company’s special and repeated orders on ^ p ealiwa 

this head before them, unrepealed by the very hitter which accom- jughoba, 

panied the new Act, so far from meaning a disregard to that Act 1775. 

or to the power with which it vests your Honour, the Govern¬ 
ment of Bombay would have deemed themselves wanting in their 
conception of the words “except in such cases us when tho said 
President und Council respectively shall have received special 
orders from the said United Company,” and moat wanting to 
their employers hud they so slumbered on their interests us to 
let pass by unregarded this opportunity, perhaps the only one that 
may ever offer, of establishing tho Company’s affairs on the west 
of India on the footing they have so long sought to place them. 

To have hesitated closing with the Peshwa would in effect have 
been the same as a plain refusal. For, in the situation he then 
was, the Peshwa must certainly have had recourse to other assist¬ 
ance. And from the respectable footing in which the late increase 
of their military and tho total change of government has placed 
them, it would most probably have been to tho Portuguese who 
would gladly have cherished a stroke of fortune so unexpectedly 
co-operating in the very views to which all their late expenses and 
arrangements have solely tended, namely, the recovery of the 
provinces of the north, the grand object of their interest and honour 
ever since the capture of them in 1739 by Cliimnaji Appa. This 
they would certainly have now obtained had it not been for an 
interference equally timely and fortunate for tho Honourable 
Company. 

Other strong inducements wero not wanting to the Bombay Gov¬ 
ernment to take the part they did. The reduction of Siilsette 
without the consent of either party of the Aluruthds rendered it 
necessary to side with one, in order to procure a degree of title to 
the possession and to prevent the disagreeable alternative of cither 
endangering the safety of the settlement by relinquishing this 
conquest, or "of sustaining at some period a gel i era I war with the 
combined Mardtha forces. A due attention to the safety and 
tranquillity of the Company’s possessions in the cast of Hindustan 
was also no small motive in these engagements. It was judged 
that should the success of the confederates at Poona end in the 
total depression of Baghoba, and once give them leisure to advert 
to other objects, the very first object that would strike their attention 
would be to enrich themselves by the collection of the chauth in 
the name of their Sarkdr. In this all parties among the Marathds 
never fail to concur, I cannot pretend to say how far the Bengal 
provinces might be endangered. But from its vicinity there seems 
no doubt they would pay the Karndtak a visit. They never want a 
pretence and the reduction of Tanjor had given great jealousy at 
Poona, particularly to the Mardtha chiefs to whose head the lidja 
of Tanjor is related. For these reasons the safety and tranquillity 
of the Company's territories in the east would be longer insured by 
not suffering the ministerial confederacy to predominate. By the 
treaty with the Peshwa this great object is for ever accomplished 
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as far as solemn engagements can bind, and could circumstances 
admit of a general assertion at this period our success in this point 
might be still more perfect. Induced by these general motives the 
Government of Bombay concluded a treaty with the Vakil of 
Kaghoba. It was much to be wished that their resources in men 
and money head been more adequate to this undertaking. But 
trusting that the same sentiments would generally prevail of the 
policy and utility of their engagements, the aid of the other Presi¬ 
dencies was not doubted. Accordingly such troops as could 
possibly be spared embarked for Surat from whence they wove to 
proceed to form a junction with the army of RAghoba in the 
manner that circumstances on their arrival might point out to be 
most expedient. 

From the southward part of Basse!u to the point of Chaul the 
land forms a deep hay in which lie the islands of SAlsctte, Bombay, 
Karanja, Hog Island, Elephanta.’and Canary (Kenory). Bombay is 
situated about eight miles from the continent and forms the harbour 
to which it gives its name. SAlsctte, which lies north of Bombay, 
is separated from it by a channel of about half a mile broad, is 
about twenty miles long and on ati average about the same in 
breadth. Its chief produce is rice. Tim island is capable of much 
improvement, not being above two-thirds cultivated and great part 
of it is also breached by the sea. The fort of ThAna about the middle 
of the eastern side of the island commands a fordable channel, 
dividing Salsettc from the main. Karanja is a small island to the 
east of Bombay, forming part of the oast side of the harbour. Its 
chief produce is also rico. It at present yields about Rs. 6000 a year 
and is capable of improvement Elephanta is u small island valued 
at about Rs. 800 a year. Hog Island at the top and Kenery at the 
mouth of the harbour aro little more than barren rocks. Except 
Kenery, which was not worth reducing, we have possession of all 
these and hold regular grants for them from the Peshwa. Bassein 
is a peninsula formed by a large river on the north, by the sea on 
the west, and by a large river which divides it from Salsetto and to 
which it gives its name on the south. A cross rivulet or back 
water which fills during the rains makes the peninsula an island 
during the greater part of the year. Bassein produces rice, many 
fruits, and particularly fine sugarcane, and it has an extensive fort 
on the south, commanding the river. The district of Bassein extends 
north to BAlda-PArdi (that is PArdi about ten miles soutli of 
Balsar) within 8 kos or twelve miles of Hainan, including TArApur 
Maliim.... Arnalaand other towns sitnated on rivers flowing from 
the GhAts. We hold the mnada for Bassein and its districts. But 
as we had not sufficient force to reduce them after the departure 
of our troops to the northward, and'as the conducting the Peshwa 
to Poona was the great object which was to ensure us the peaceable 
attainment of these places, it was not thought prudent to delay 
or diminish our force by their previous reduction. The Bassein 
districts are not therefore as you imagined in our possession. They 
are still in the hands of the ministerial party. 

These acquisitions to the south of Surat form with Bombay a 
continued chain about 86 miles from north to south, Two additional 
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battalions of sepoys will, I imagine, be sufficient to maintain tbe 
necessary posts, which being called in on any apprehensions from 
the french will be a considerable reinforcement to the standing 
army of Bombay. From Hussein to D;ih:1 nil and the rivers comes 
great part of the timber indispensably necessary for the ships. 
The revenue of Sulsctte with Bossein and its districts is estimated 
at Rs. 71 l&khs. Under our government they will, I doubt not, in a 
few years produce at least ton Ulchs. 1 * 

In addressing tho Directors on the refusal of the Governor General 
to approve the treaty with Raghoba, Mr. W. Taylor on the 20th 
January 1776 wrote: I cannot help again lamenting that the 
Governor General and Council would neither permit the Government 
of Bombay to proceed in their engagements with Raghoba, nor 
entrust to them tho accommodation they had determined on. In 
either case I can confidently assert that at this hour you would have 
been in quiet possession of au increased revenue of 22 lakhs with 
all the advantages set forth in my first address to this Government; 
affairs would have been in tranquillity in the west of India, and 
your commercial concerns proceeding in their usual channel. 
Instead of this you may perceive the uncertainty of your political 
situation in Bombay and the probability there is of being either 
farther embroiled in military operations, or of making concessions 
equally inconsistent with your interest and honour, I learn by 
private accounts that the vend of your woollens and staples is 
totally at a stand, as, contrary to their agreement with the 
Government of Bombay, the ministerialists do not suffer the 
merchants to come down to trade. From this cause this season bids 
fair to be a very unfortunate one for private merchants. Should 
the next produce another scene of hostilities, aR the stoppage of 
trade would of course continue, I uin afraid many now opulent 
merchants of Bombay and Surat would be reduced to infinite 
distress, besides a very considerable loss that must ensue to you by 
the failure of customs. 8 

On the 10th June 1776 the Board signed a Jotter to the Resident 
at Karanja in which they advised him that in consequence of a 
reference to the Governor General and Council by the late treaty, 
they had determined that the islands of Salsette, Karanja, Ilog and 
Klcphanta should remain for ever in possession of the Honourable 
Company. They therefore directed that this circumstance should 
he made known to the inhabitants in tho most public manner 
and acquainted him of the standing orders they had established in 
their Consultation of the 15th ultimo. 3 

In 1776 the Court write (5th April) to the Bombay Government: 
Since it becomes you continually to have a vigilant eye upon such 
powers as from their situation and disposition may at any time 


1 Letter from Mr. William Tavlerto the Hon. Mr. Warren Hastings Governor General 
of India, Calcutta 9th Oct. 1775, Secret and Political Diary 16 of 1775,502-521, 
Forrest's Maritha Scries, I. Pt. II. 248 ■ 208; Hist, Acct- of Bombay (1781), 2 • 10. 

1 Letter from Mr. William Tayler to the Court, Calcutta 20th Jan, 177G, Secret and 
Political Diary 17 of 1776, 250 - 251. 

3 Bom. Gov. Consultation 10th June 1770, Pub. Diary 70 of 1776, 523. 
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affect our interest, wo trust that a due sense of your duty 1ms 
always directed and will still continue to direct you hoedfully to 
observe the public proceedings of the states around you, whether 
Natives or Europeans, and to endeavour to develops every machina¬ 
tion that may be forming against us reflecting on the very 
important station in which you are placed as guardians of the 
commercial and political rights of the English nation in those parts 
committed to your government. 1 

Some months later, 1st December 177C, the following memorial 
from the European and country merchants of Bombay was addressed 
to the President and Council: Your memorialists beg leave to 
represent to your Honour the melancholy state to which the trade 
of the island is now reduced. Your memorialists and others have 
many lakhs of rupees of goods now in warehouse totally unsaleable 
and have been so for more than a twelvemonth past, This ruinous 
state of affairs is occasioned by the entire stop put to all communi¬ 
cation between this island and the Mur&tha country by the present- 
government at Poona. Your memorialists have for many months 
past flattered themselves that the communication would have been 
properly opened in consequence of the late Treuty of Peace. 3 To 
their great disappointment ami heavy loss they find the impedi¬ 
ments to the sale of every kind of goods far greater than before 
the cessation of arms was proclaimed. Previous to that event tho 
Poona government stood so much in awe of the English power as 
to permit their Vanjartis and merchants to carry away goods from 
Bombay. Since that period they have forbidden the Vanjanis and 
others to have any dealings or intercourse with tho English, nor 
will they suffer English goods to pass their ehaukit without paying 
such heavy duties as amount to a prohibition. In this alarming 
situation your memorialists do most earnestly entreat your Honour 
will be pleased to make such applications to the Poona government 
us may induce them to opeu the communication, agreeable to the 
tenor of the treaty of peace, and to encourage that free trade 
between this island and the Maruthu country, which it has ever 
before enjoyed. Your memorialists doubt not your Honour will 
take into your most serious consideration, the adopting such means 
as may prove speedy and effectual, as they are sensible it must be 
striking to you that should the same impediments continue but 
for a twelvemonth longer, the trade of this once flourishing island 
must be lost for years to come, to the very great detriment of tho 
Company, and to the total ruin of many individuals.® 

On receipt of the above memorial the Board observe (11th 
December 1770) : A memorial is now delivered in by the principal 
European and country merchants representing in the most affecting 
terms the melancholy state to which tho trade of this settlement is 


! Court to Bombay 6th April 177G para. 35, Put. Dop. Court's L. Vol. 9 of 1772- 
1777,271. 

1 See Secret and Political Diary 17A of 1776, 642 ■ 617 and Forrest’s Maritha Series, T, 
Tt. II. 277-280, 284. 

’Memorial from the European and country merchants of Bombay, 1st 0e*. 1779, 
Pub. Diary 70 of 1776, S96-8US. J ’ 
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reduced owing to the almost total stoppage of communication with 
the Mar&tha country by the present Poona government, and 
requesting our speedy interference to endeavour to remedy this 
alarming evil which threatens ruin to so many individuals, being 
thoroughly sensible of the justice of what is set forth in this memo¬ 
rial, and well convinced of the destructive consequences which 
must ensue if this obstruction to our trade is not soon removed, of 
which the Honourable Company will likewise severely feel the 
effects in their sales and customs, it is resolved immediately to send 
a copy of this memorial to Colonel Upton and to recommend to 
him in the strongest terms to insist upon the Poona government 
instantly giving the most effectual orders for opening the commu¬ 
nication and in the same free and unlimited manner as before the war. 
It is ordered likewise that a copy thereof be sent to the Governor 
General and Council with our next advices and that it be represented 
how inconsistent this conduct of the ministers is with their profes¬ 
sions of amity and good inclination towards the English and how 
contrary to the true spirit and meaning of the late treaty. 1 

On the 4th July 1777 the Court of Directors write to Bombay: 
Wo herewith transmit the copy of a memorial very lately received 
from one of His Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State respecting 
a formal complaint that had been made to the British Ambassador 
at the Ottoman Porte against a trade carried on to Suez in the lied 
Sea by several persons residing in Italia, under our protection. 
Having also received private intelligence that several vessels are 
now in Suez and others expected from India, which have imported 
and will import very considerable quantities of piece-goods and 
other valuable commodities, the produce and manufacture of India, 
for which we are informed a return is made in merchandise, wo 
cannot but be justly alarmed at a trade of this nature which in its 
consequences may not only involve the British nation in disputes 
with the Sublime Porte but be highly prejudicial to the trade of 
the East India Company here. We have therefore taken this 
matter into our most serious consideration, and we do hereby 
positively prohibit, all British subjects in India, whether employed 
in our service or remaining there under our license, from trading 
in the Bed Sea to any other ports than Jidda and Moklia. You are 
to signify in the most public manner at your presidency, that if 
any British subjects as before mentioned shall act in violation of 
our orders, they will not only incur our highest displeasure, hut as 
such orders will be communicated by us to the King’s Ministers 
here and by them most likely to the British Ambassador at Con¬ 
stantinople, it is more than probable that whatever cargoes may be 
henceforward sent from India and imported at Suez, will be 
immediately confiscated. AA the same time we shall take every 
step that the Company may be secured in the privilege of passing 
the despatches under their seal to and from the East Indies by the 
way of Suez, and that all vessels conveying such despatches and 
furnished with the Company’s passport, be suffered to enter that 
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1 Bom, Gov, Consultation lltli Di e. 177G, Pnb. Diary 70 of 1776, 8S7-8S8. 
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port anti remain there without molestation, provided they have 
no goods or merchandise on board for carrying* on any kind of 
traffic. It will he therefore necessary for you immediately to 
signify the same to the commanders and officers of such vessels 
respectively, and we hereby direct that you take effectual means to 
prevent the shipping of any goods or merchandise thereon. 1 

On the 4th July 1777 to limit the independent action of the 
President the Court ordered: The business to he transacted with 
the country powers must be done by the Board, and the opinion of 
the majority is to be adhered to in all cases. They continue : The 
correspondence with the country powers is to he carried on in the 
name of the Chief alone. But no letter is to be .sent away by him 
until approved by the Board, and the answers as well as all letters 
that may he received from the country powers are to be laid 
immediately before the Board. 8 

At a Consultation of the Select Committee, the 7th May 1777, the 
Committee observe: As the proceedings of the French with the 
Poona government may be attended with the most serious conse¬ 
quences to the interest of the Honourable Company, it is ordered 
that immediate advice thereof according to the intelligence we have 
received be transmitted to England and to the Governor General 
and Council. Resolved also that the same intelligence be commu¬ 
nicated to the Commander-in-Chief of Ills Majesty’s ships, and that 
he be requested to bring round the squadron as early as he possibly 
can, as wc think their appearance here cannot fail having a good 
effect oil the conduct of the Poona government and may possibly 
deter the French from attempts which the present very weak state 
of our military establishment might otherwise tempt them to 
undertake. We cannot but be equally alarmed with the prospect 
however remote of the French obtaining an establishment at Chaul 
or any other port so immediately in our neighbourhood. Should 
this prove to be Monsieur St. Lubein’s scheme the bad consequences 
of his success cannot be too much dreaded. Great injury to the 
commerce of Grout Britain and inevitable ruin to the trade of this 
settlement would be* the first and certain effects, exclusive of the 
advantages such an establishment would afford in case of a national 
war. Much therefore, in our opinion, should be hazarded to subvert 
their scheme, whether on further intelligence it should prove to bo 
directed to views of commerce only or to the forming a treaty of 
alliance with the Poona government. Circumstanced os we are we 
must wait for instructions from the Governor General and Council 
and in the meantime it is agreed to direct Mr. Mostyii to expostulate 
with the ministers on the impropriety of their' giving such an 
encouragement to the French, our natural enemies, after the peace 
so lately concluded by Colonel Upton*and to demand from them 
the nature and design of their negotiation with Monsieur St. Lubein, 


1 Court to Bombay 4-th July 1777 para 63, Pub. I)ep. Court’s L. Vol. 9 of 1772-1777 
361-362. Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol, 2 of 1759-178S, 293. ’ 

s Court to Bombay 4tli July 1777 paras 38 and 39, Puli, Dop. Court’s L. Vol, 9 of 
177-■ 1777, 351. Comp, of Standing Old, Vol. 2 of 1759• 17SS, 291. 
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We think it will be also proper to instruct Mr. Mostyn to endeavour 
to excite their jealousy of the French by representing the ambitious 
views and encroaching disposition of that nation and their attach¬ 
ment and engagements to Haidar Ali, and, at the same time, to 
make it his study himself to preserve the most amicable intercourse 
with the Darbar. The dangers whieh may be apprehended from 
the intrigues of the French at the DarMr and their settling so 
near us, and the present very weak state of our military force must 
be pointed out to the Governor General and Council, and it must 
be submitted to them how far it is expedient to let us remain any 
longer in our present defenceless state while the French are 
continually sending ships to this coast. 1 

In agreement with this decision the following letter, dated 
Bombay 10th May 1777, was addressed to the Governor General 
arid Council at Fort William : Having lately received from 
Mr. Mostyn some very alarming accounts of the proceedings of 
the French with the Poona government, we think it our special 
duty to lose no time in transmitting yon copies of his letters, that 
you may take what measures you may judge proper for guarding 
against the bad consequences which must ensue from too close 
a connection between those powers. If the French succeed in 
obtaining the port of Chaul, or any other port so immediately in 
our neighbourhood, it will totally ruin the Company’s trade at this 
settlement and materially injure the commerce of Great Britain, 
exclusive of the advantage such an establishment would afford them 
in case of a national war. Much therefore in our opinion ought to 
be hazarded to subvert their scheme, whether on further intelligence 
it should prove to be directed to views of trade only or to the forming 
a treaty of alliance with the Poona government. We have only 
considered ourselves authorised to direct Mr. Mostyn to expostulate 
with the ministers on the impropriety of their giving encourage¬ 
ment to our natural enemies after the peace so lately concluded by 
Colonel Upton and to demand from them the nature and design of 
Monsieur St. Lubein’s deputation. We have also instructed 
Mr. Mostyn to endeavour to excite their jealousy by representing 
the ambitious views and encroaching disposition of the nation, and 
their attachment to Haidar Ali, and at the same time to make it 
his study himself to preserve the most amicable correspondence 
with the Darbdr. Mr. Mostyn will by our direction continue to 
keep you constantly and fully advised of such of their proceedings 
as may come to his knowledge. Whilst we have such reasons for 
suspicion of the designs of the French we beg leave to submit to 
your judgment how far it is expedient we should remain in our 
present defenceless state. The enclosed return will show you the 
great diminution of our European corps and until the dispute with 
America is subsided we have no reason to expect any considerable 
recruit from England. At any rate it is good to be prepared 
against every event, and the appearance of a respectable force will 
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at least have a good effect on the conduct of the Poona government, 
and may deter the French from designs which our weakness might 
otherwise tempt them to undertake. From the same motives, 
and as they have had lately several ships of force upon this coast, 
we have applied to Sir Edward Hughes or his successor in command, 
to bring round His Majesty’s squadron to Bombay as early as he 
possibly can, 1 * 3 * 

On the 19th May 1777 Mr. Mostyn writes from Poona. to the 
President and Members of the Select Committee at Bombay: Ori 
the 8th instant at his audience of the Peshwa, at which the principal 
ministers were present, the Chevalier St. Lnbein delivered his 
credentials, being letters from the King and Ministers of France, 
and made a present. I cannot help observing the difference of his 
reception and mine on this occasion. Sakhaidm lkipu and Nana 
Fadnis going without the tent walls to receive him as he ulighted 
from an elephant the Darb&r had supplied him, and introducing 
him into the Durbar, while they only sent Madhavrao Jadhavrao 
and B&pu Pant to receive and introduce me. Indeed, in every 
respect, the ministers pay the greatest attention to the French. 
Your Honour may depend on my continuing to exert my endeavours 
not only to penetrate into the true object of Mons. St. Lubein's 
deputation, but also to pi’event his carrying any schemes into 
execution to the prejudice of my Honourable Employers. His real 
view is undoubtedly to obtain a port on the coast in the Marfitha 
dominions and a factory at Poona. In several conversations I have 
had with the ministers, I have always endeavoured to excite the 
jealousy of the DarMr by representing to them the ambition^ 
disposition of the French, So long since as the 5th April I 
represented to MMhavrao Jadhavrao, one of the people appointed 
by the ministers to transact our business with the DarMr, the 
impropriety of their permitting the French to send an ambassador 
to this Darbar. That I doubted if they considered the ill consequences 
which might attend this conduct. That I was well assured the 
French had not only this year sounded the harbours of Kolaba and. 
Chaul, but last year that of Gheria. This, in my opinion, notwith¬ 
standing any professions of friendships they might make, clearly 
pointed out their views to be on one of those ports. I desired him 
to make a proper representation of the matter to the Darbflr, that 
they might not hereafter blame us for failing to give them a timely 
caution. I at the same time mentioned to Madhavrao the connection 
•between the French and Haidar. 8 

At a Consultation of the Select Committee, the 10th October 1777, 
the President the Honourable Mr. Homby read the following 
minute on the present situation of Manitha affairs: It is obvious 
that all the country adjacent to Bombay derives an additional 
value from its situatiou adjoining to a capital city. Among the 


1 The Governor and Council at Bombay to the Governor General and Council at Port 

William; dated Bombay 10th May 1777, Secret and Political Diarv IS of 1777, St • 8Q. 
PomBi’s Martha Series, I. Pt, II. 228. 

3 Bonr. Gov. Select Cu id mi t tee's Diary 23 i< 1 May 1777j Secret and Political 

Diary 18 of 1777, 90 - 9L Formt's MarAtlia Series, I. Pt. II, 288 - 2S9. 
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inhabitants of Bombay are many men of considerable property 
either themselves traders, or concerned in some of those occupations 
to which a large import and export trade gives rise. The number 
of Christians Musalmans and l’drsis who are not restrained to the 
abstemiousness of the Hindu is large. Besides these there is an 
European garrison, many families, a fleet of European seamen, and 
a great resort of shipping. These circumstances combine to create 
in Bombay a brisk demand for the necessaries of life, for all which 
Bombay must entirely depend on the neighbouring country which 
produces only a little rice and some cocoanuts. It is this Bombay 
demand which increases the value not only of all lands, of the 
Marathas immediately contiguous to Bombay, but for a considerable 
distance round it. The late disturbances prove this, for when the 
xamindsirs demanded their rents therayats pleaded the impossibility 
of paying, for want of a vend for the produce of their farms, and 
their distress was so evident that the Governor of Bassein permitted 
several boats to come to Bombay though under stringent orders to 
the contrary. The Mardthas know that if the English should 
become possessed of Bassein, its territory, together with Ralsette 
and Kamnja, might with due management be made to produce 
sufficient for all the purposes of Bombay ; therefore by alienating 
lands contiguous to it they not only give up so much actual reveuue, 
but lessen the value of what remains, as, no doubt, if their own are 
sufficient, the English will give every encouragement to imports 
from their own in order to induce industry and cultivation and there¬ 
by increase their rents. Besides those economical considerations the 
Marathas have political reasons of much greater force. When (17'i7) 
the destruction of the Moghal Empire by the invasion of Nadir Shdh 
tempted the Marathds to issue from their hills and establish them¬ 
selves by conquest, the policy of Bdjirao naturally suggested to 
him first to secure himself on the west. This he did by the 
reduction of . G-ujarat, the Konkan, and other districts they still 
possess. It was their perfect security on the west of India that 
contributed to render the Mardthas so long the scourge and dread 
of the east. Every sepoy could with safety join their army, and 
proceed to the desolation of other countries, while every thing they 
held dear and sacred remained secure and unapprehensive at home. 
For a considerable time after tho Mardthiis had established their 
empire, the English resided in India merely as merchants. In that 
light alone the Mardthas regarded the English, But when the 
Marathds beheld the English possessed of large territories formerly 
subject to a ch iwth, and connected with powers, who, guarded by 
the English alliance refused also to pay, and even repelled Mardtha 
invasions by force, they plainly foresaw that either they must 
entirely relinquish all thouglUs of chuwth, or at some period expect, 
to be embroiled with the English. From the open situation of the 
English territories on the east of Hindustan, the Mardthds possess 
in its full force the advantage of ravaging with large bodies of 
horse knowing the difficulty to the English of entering the Mardtha 
country with an army from that side, and that a large part of the 
English forces must always be kept at home for the defence of 
their own exposed possessions, the. annual collections of which form 
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the great resources of the Company. The Maratlnls are little 
apprehensive of molestation from the eastward. It is from the 
west alone that a check can be put on Manitha incursions. Jf once 
a formidable power was established on their west connected with 
the Company’s interests in the east, the Poona Darbbr must hid 
adieu to all thoughts of farther inroads into Bengal, The forces 
which would be requisite would be but bai’ely sufficient to defend 
their own possessions. They could not with prudence issue to the 
plunder of other countries, while their own houses and families, 
and the collected riches acquired by former invasions, lay subject 
to the retaliation of a great western power. In its present situation 
the Bombay Presidency is by no means an object of alarm. The 
troops which could be spared from the defence of the several 
garrisons could amount to no very considerable force, and in its 
unconnected state the most they could elfect would be to ravage the 
Konkan on which the MarithUs have but a small dependence. On 
the east the Gh/tts form a barrier preventing the approach of the 
English to Poona. The trilling effects of the Bombay troops would 
then by no means be adequate to the different ills the Company must 
sustain by hostilities with theMarath&s. Therefore whatever might 
happen with the English in the east of Hindustan, the Mar&thas 
trusted their own interests would keep the English quiet in the west. 
For these reasons the Poona Dor bar has ever guarded with a watchful 
eye against the most minute accession of territory on the Bombay 
side, rightly judging that without an adequate revenue to defray the 
charge of it the Company would never maintain any respectable 
force there merely for a contingent occasion. We have always 
found the M amt has most particularly careful to prevent such 
accession adjacent to Bombay, partly for the economical reasons 
before assigned, partly because by affording Bombay an ample 
supply of provisions, such possessions would avert one of those 
distresses, to which hostilities would subject Bombay. From the 
rivers adjacent to Bassein is brought great part of the timber for 
Bombay marine and other works, which, by preventing the repairs 
of slopping, strikes at the root of Bombay trade. The immediate 
territory of Bassein being defended on three sides by water, and on 
the fourth easily made impenetrable, the Mambas, in case of 
misunderstanding, could also lose the nutural advantages they possess 
in an open country of ravaging it with their horse. All these, it must 
be confessed, were forcible motives with the ministers to withhold. 
Bassein from the Company, We therefore can never sufficiently 
regret that they did withhold it, more especially us in those cessions 
which probably Colonel Upton was taught to consider as an 
equivalent for his acquiescence in relinquishing this favourite point, 
it is clearly evident that the ministers had as much in view the 
interests of their state as they had of depriving the English of 
Bassein. 1 The force of the Maratha empire depends solely on the 
union of its constituent members, This union again depends solely 
on the degree of effectual power lodged in the l’oona government. 


1 Bom. Gov. Select Committee’s Consultation, 10th Got. 1777, Secret and Political 
Diary 18 of 1777, 151-107, 
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Although by the dissipation of their family treasure, and by the 
natural decrease of their provinces it would require a length of time 
and much good management to restore the power of the Pesliwa to 
that degree that is requisite for reunion of the force of the empire, 
yet if we were to reinstate RAghoba to the unrestricted rights of 
the PeshwAship, and to support him, it would he laying the 
foundation of a power that might in time be dangerous to ourselves. 
To prevent this, therefore, it seemslo me expedient that the GAikw&r, 
the Bhosle, Hplkar, and Sindia should of right under our guarantee 
he established in what they now in fact are. I mean they should 
he confirmed in the independent possession of their several dominions, 
and these dominions should be rendered hereditary without any 
pretence of interference on the part of the Poona DarbAr. It seems 
to me so clearly the views and interests of the jAgirdArs to obtain 
this point, that I cannot think they would hesitate a moment to 
accede to any plan of accommodation founded on this basis, to 
which we were to be guarantees, more especially as they must 
know that wc also are much interested to keep the powers of the 
Poona DarbAr under due limitations, and would therefore rigidly 
maintain the terms of the guarantee. The Brahmans would no 
doubt he averse from this mode of accommodation. But if once 
we can gain over the jAgirdArs, the Brahmans must know their 
objections would be fruitless, and they must he compelled to 
acquiesce. 

The advantages of such a settlement seem to me too obvious 
to need much comment. It would resettle the Mar At ha country 
without restoring the empire. To turn from fact to speculation 
I may venture to observe that as the characters and manners 
of men greatly depend on the government they live under, 
so when they find it will answer no purpose to commit their former 
depredations, the MarathAs may he converted from a destructive 
life of indolent marauding to cultivation and the other arts of 
peace. This by increasing the Maratha population would greatly 
increase the staple trade of Great Britain, the different articles of 
which are necessaries of life to them. It wouhl also tend to enrich 
the provinces of Bengal by a consumption of many of its manufac¬ 
tures, the vend for winch is totally gone to decay in these last ten 
or fifteen years during which their feuds have subsisted witli 
violence. Whatever may be determined with respect to tbisgeneral 
plan, I would by no means neglect the third point which is to form 
an effectual check from the Bombay side on the Poona DarbAr, 
should any future concurrence of circumstances give us apprehen¬ 
sions from them. 1 

On the 7th December 1777 the Governor and Council at Bombay 
wrote to the Governor Genial and Council at Fort William : Wo 
are much pleased to find that our letter of the 10th of May has 
excited your attention to the state of our forces. Our establishment 
as last settled by the Company consists of one battalion of artillery 


1 Boat. Cov. Select Committee's Diary, lVth Oct. 1777, Secret and Political 
Diary IS of 1777, 103- J70. 


Chapter-1. 
History. 

Bombay and 
the MarAthis, 
1777. 


Bombay 

Garrison, 

1777. 



414 


BOMBAY TOWN 


[EiefcdMl 


Chapter J. 
History. 

Hombay 

Garrison, 

1777. 


Ghodbandar 
Dam and 
Declamation, 
1778, 


of four companies, two battalions of Europeaninfantry^ix battalions 
of sepoys, and a corps of 500 sepoy marines for the service of our 
cruizers. Since our late acquisitions it is become very necessary, 
and we have accordingly recommended it to the Company to augment 
our European corps, The enclosed general return will shew the 
disposition of this force ami how greatly deficient the European 
battalions are of their proper complement, which we have no means 
or prospect of completing. Notwithstanding we give every 
encouragement it is very difficult to raise good sepoys on this coast. 
When any occasion may make it expedient to augment our forces, 
it will require so much time to raise and discipline a further 
number of sepoys so as in the least degree to be considered effective 
troops, that it will be mueli better in every respect to send us a 
reinforcement of disciplined sepoys if Europeans cannot be spared. 
Such being the state of our forces, you will readily comprehend our 
inability to co-operate with the other Presidencies in case of an 
attack upon cither of them, and that in the event of an European 
war, the safety of this place can no otherwise be secured than by 
having a superior fleet, or a proper garrison in actual readiness to 
repel an enemy. That this our present force is by no means equal 
to we can have no doubt. In case of a national war with the 
French, from the excellence of the harbour and the convenience of 
the docks, Bombay would be the first object of their attempts in 
India. The arrival of the French fleet off the port in the month of 
August or September, being the best season for a quick run from 
the islands, might probably bring us the first notice of their inten¬ 
tions and neither give us time to receive succours from such a 
distance as Bengal and Madras, nor for any diversion to be made 
in our favour. We have thus according to our duty und your 
desire laid before you a statement of our military force, and of our 
means of defence. It will rest with you, gentlemen, to put into our 
hands resources equal to our exigencies, and to the importance of 
the Company’s possessions in this quarter, 1 
In addition to fears of the French and troubles with the Mani- 
thus the records of‘this time contain references to schemes for 
improving Sdlsette by damming out the sea from the low rice 
lands and by encouraging the settlement of Farsi families. On the 
ilOtli January 1778 Captain D. Spaeth made the following proposal# 
for a large reclamation near Ghodbandar: In obedience to an order 
received some time past, directing me to survey and estimate the 
expense of damming a piece of ground which Bangriji Raniset, the 
present farmer of Ghodbandar and Kashi proposed to enclose, and 
likewise to point out what quantity of ground would he rendered 
useful for cultivation in consequence of such a darn being made, 
the accompanying plan is submitted* I have at the same time 
made and annexed a project with an estimate of the expense that 
will be attended by constructing a dam of masonry. across 
the creek with a sluice that it may remain navigable as it now is. 


1 Bombay Government to the. Governor General and Conneil at Fort William 7th 
Dec. 1777, Secret and Political Diary 18 of 1777, 2-'li ■ ‘Jill 
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By this estimate the expense may at first seem considerable, hut the 
advantage that would accrue by it will very soon indemnify that 
expense as will appear. A square piece of ground that measures 
twenty rod each way (country measure) the rod being eight feet 
nine inches long, will produce, when good arable soil, two moraha 
batty. This area of ground contains 8403 square yards. The new 
dam will enclose ground to the following extent from the back part 
of Ghodbandar hill till close to Mirah village and thence westward 
as far as the dam marked in the plan Mou-plaisir. Several con¬ 
siderable encroachments of good ground on the east side of Bhayndar 
plain will be regained. Eastward the ground which the spring 
tides lay waste extends in one place to the very foot of the hills 
and in several other places leaves hut a narrow space cultivable 
along the chain of these hills. The ground that will be actually 
enclosed by the new dam will at the least computation amount to 
5,080,000 square yards. Supposing as aforementioned that 3103 
square yards yield two morahs of batty, then the product of the 
whole will bring 2980 moraks. Admitting that half this sum be 
deducted to make allowance for the different channels of the creek 
and the part of Ghodbandar which requires a time of several years 
before it can be rendered cultivable, there remain 1493 moralis that 
by the improvement of this district in making the proposed dam 
will bo acquired. Exclusive of this much will be gained by actual 
batty fields which arc yearly overflown in some parts or other by 
accidents occasioned by the breaking in of dams, and wherever that 
happens those batty fields that are overflowed for one spring are 
rendered useless for that season. Another consideration is that 
a great part of ground which at present produces black batty will, 
when the inundation is prevented, change to white. The care and 
attention which the people must give every spring, especially on 
high springs, will be much eased when the new dam is perfected, as 
it will then render upwards of G) miles dam useless, which now 
they are obliged to watch though too few in number to prevent 
accidents. when the tides run very high and when any part is 
carried away by the impetuosity of the flood and often rendered 
impracticable to be repaired without great trouble and labour., 
Then they have recourse to a remedy which is by giving up a 
piece of ground to make a dam within and distant from the damaged 
one which may be observed by the plan of the survey, by which 
means the inundation makes a gradual progress which must have 
much increased since the time of the Portuguese, and the water 
gains force as it comes near the cross dam that joins Kashi with 
Bh&yndar plain owing to its ground being three feet lower in that 
part than it is by the batiks of the river. Another advantage 
which deserves to ho noticed jthat will proceed from the new dam 
is this : The length of the road from Ghodbandar to BhAyndar post 
.frequented in the dry season is 4^ miles. When the dam is made 
that distance will be reduced to 22 miles, that is nearly half. 
Consequently a reciprocal assistance can be given much sooner to 
any of the two posts. I have already observed that the banks of 
the river lie much higher than the ground near the cross dam which 
joins Kashi and Bhayndar plain together. This proportion remains 
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much the same with the inland part all along the river from 
Ghodbandar to Dhardvi, a few places only excepted. I think it 
therefore not practicable to effect the entire exclusion of tho water 
which now overflows nearly or perhaps the best half of that exten¬ 
sive plain. Provided it be no difficult matter oil the side of Vesftva 
to stop the inundation from thence, the most considerable or useful 
of the creeks might be secured with a lock which by its reservoir has 
that property that boats could go in or out without being subject 
to the tides. The method which the farmer means to pursue in 
making the dam and stopping up the creek will, I apprehend, be such 
as will scarcely answer his own time. When the land is again to 
pass into the Company’s hands then the same operations to secure 
it perfectly which are now wanted will become necessary. He 
means to stop the creek by sinking two old boats. This should 
serve only for the preparatory" part and would very much facilitate 
the perfecting ol‘ a good dam. The mud dam across the inundated 
ground would be made agreeable to tlieir wonted custom, which is 
by digging up the mud close underneath where they form the dam. 
This ditch they dig on the outside of the dam which weakens it so 
much that it is immediately subject to perpetual repairs. This 
method adds force to the water to act upon it with better success 
to destroy it again. I, on the contrary, intend that the dam should 
be made mostly of ground taken from the heights on the back of 
Ghodbandar hill. The mud used should be dug out in narrow 
trenches at distances and that from within the dam in a perpendi¬ 
cular direction to it, not suffering their joining the dam by twice 
the breadth of its depth. Should it be thought proper that this 
work be executed on the Company’s account, then the battery on 
tire southward close by Charni village, which was raised by the 
MarAthAs of square Dongri cut stones not laid in chunam, which 
are in great number, would serve to a very good purpose for the 
facing of the intended wall dam. The bull (wall) plank which is I 
believe in the land paymaster’s carpenter’s yard, would likewise 
facilitate the making of the temporary dam across the creek. 1 

At a Consultation* the 25th March 1778, the principal engineer's 
report of the dam and sluice at Ghodbandar being laid before them 
the Board take it under consideration, together with Captain 
Spaeth’s letter and plan. It is unanimously agreed that carrying 
this work into execution will be attended with much benefit to the 
Honourable Company. It is therefore resolved to give orders for 
its being immediately begun and completed with all expedition. 
The Board add: As it will be necessary to make some previous 
agreement with the fanner of Ghodbandar respecting the lands that 
will be recovered by means of this work, the Chief and factors at 
ThAna must make the necessary settlanent. 3 After correspondence 
as the farmer refused to give more than one-eighth of the additional 
outturn, Government decided (21st December 1778) to keep in their 
own hands the additional area made fit for cultivation. 3 


1 Letter from Captain D. bpaetb to the President, Thina 20th Jan, 1778, Pub. 
Diary 73 of 1778, 155-1.19. 

! Bom, Gov. Consultation 25th March 1778, Pub. Diary 73 of 1778, 144, 

% Bom. Gov, Consultation 21st Dec. 1778, Pub, Diary 74 of ] 778, 909 - 910. 



Materials.] 

AND ISLAND. 41? 

Another question regarding the administration of Sdlsette which 
occupied the attention of the Government of Bombay at this 
time, was the absence of increase of population under British 
management. The question was brought to tho front in a letter 
of the Directors, dated 4th July 177 z, 1 complaining of the large 
uncultivated share of Sdlsette and suggesting that the very indus¬ 
trious and quiet people the Tarsia he encouraged to settle. The 
Bombay Government ordered (7th Octol>er 1778) that public notice 
lie given to Pdrsis promising the most advantageous terms to settlers 
in Sdlsette and that through the Chief and Council in Surat those 
notices should be published in Navsdri, Gandevi, and Balsdr, as 
well os in Bombay and in Karanja. 2 On the 11th November the 
Chief at Tirana replies that such offers had already (2nd Novem* 
ber 1776) been made with great liberality and every publicity, 
They point out that all the Sdlsette villages are now farmed and 
to bring in fresh cultivators with special exemptions would involve 
a breach of contract with the farmer and a loss of revenue. 2 
Government accept this explanation (25th November 1778). They 
order when villages fall ill by the insolvency of farmers or other 
causes they be kept in the Company's hands and disposed of in 
such a manner as to increase tins population. 4 

At a Consultation of tho 29th October 1778 is recorded a letter 
from the Resident at Karanja dated the same day, forwarding tho 
books of that Residency for the year ending 30th April 1777 and 
acquainting the Hombay Council that agreeable to their directions 
he had put the island of Elepbanta up to public outcry and 
granted a fresh lease for Rs. 716.“ 

At a Consultation on tho 25th March 1778 the Board notice 
that a certificate had been laid before them the lust Council day that 
Ensign Hierno was duly qualified to receive the additional allowance 
for speaking the country language ; that they had deferred granting 
the certificate judging from the short time he had been in India 
that Ensign Hieruc could not have attained a competent knowledge; 
that as a Tetter was now presented by Mr. J. Sibbald, the gentleman 
we appointed for tile examination of officers in the country language, 
representing that Ensign Hierno had made extraordinary profi¬ 
ciency, it is agreed that the allowance be made from the term of 
nino months after his arrival in India. The Board continues: As 
this must bo a disagreeable service for any person singly it is 
resolved that a Committco be appointed for the examination of 
officers in the country language, and that this committee consist 
of Mr. J. Sibbald, Mr. Lewis Corkran, and Lieut. Kerr. A 
certificate being now laid before us that Ensign Abraham Maximil- 
]ian Richardson is duly qualified in the country language, ordered 
that he bo paid the usual allowance. 6 
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> Public 'Dept, Court’s Letters Vol. 9 of 1772 -1777, 348. 

! Bom, Gov, Consultation 7th Oct. 1778. Pub, Diary 74 of 1778, 708-709. 

3 The Chief and factors at Tliina to Bombay 11th Nov, 1778. See. Inward Letter Book 
ai. of 1778, 355 - 367. 4 Public Diary 74 of 1778, 844 - 845. 

®Bom. Gov. Diary 29th Oct. 1778, Pub. Diary 74 of 1778, 79G-797. 

“Born. Gov. Consultation 25th March 1778, Pub. Diary 73 of 1778, 143, Forrest’s 
Home Series, II. 213, 
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A Consultation of the 17tli Juno 1778 passed the following resolu¬ 
tion on the subject of the levy of customs on Bassein goods passing 
Thana: It is resolved that all goods passing Th&na from Bassein and 
the continent shall pay full customs at Thana, and free certificates he 
given to the proprietors on producing which at Bombay only half 
customs will be collected at our custom house. Similarly, ail goods 
from Bombay to Bassein and the continent, on producing a certi¬ 
ficate of having paid the full customs at Bombay will be charged only 
half customs at Tliiina. By this change the Honourable Company 
will be secure of their full customs and the merchant bo relieved 
three per cent. It is further resolved that the usual duties be again 
laid on timber grain and other articles at Thfum, as it is made 
clearly to appear that the giving them up has not been attended 
with any manner of benefit to tlm public/ 

On the question of goods brought on foreign ships to Bombay the 
Court of Directors wrote on the 19th March 1778: As you seem 
convinced that a prohibition would not prevent foreign ships land¬ 
ing their cargoes in your neighbourhood, that if this were done 
your markets would be affected in the same degree as though the 
foreign goods were landed at Bombay, and that in such case we 
should lose the amount of our import duties, we have the less 
objection to your permitting foreign cargoes to bo landed at 
Bombay, relying on your prudence to prevent any detriment 
happening to individuals in our service or enjoying our license. 1 2 * 

At a Consultation, the 28th October 1778, the Bombay Council 
directed this order to be sent to the customs master for his guidance. 
At the same time they add: As it is certainly a hardship on our 
merchants for foreigners to be permitted to trade on equal terms ; 
resolved that an additional duty of three per cent be levied on 
all staples landed at this place from foreign bottoms. This we 
think will not deter foreign ships landing their cargoes here and is 
but an adequate compensation for their having the benefit of this 
market. 5 

On the 1st May 1778 the Bombay Council direct: The most 
public notice must be given at this place and subordinate settle¬ 
ments of the Company’s orders respecting the trade to Suez and 
every measure in our power will be pursued to put an effectual 
stop to that trade. 4 

Six months later (28th October 1778) the Bombay Council again 
direct: The further prohibition respecting the Suez trade must be 
made known in the most public maimer at this Presidency and its 
dependencies. We do not think the obtaining permission for 
packets being forwarded from India by the Suez route is very 
material, as we have ever hitherto found it a very tedious con¬ 
veyance. On the other hand, it will be of the utmost importance if 


1 Bom. Gov. Consultation 17th June 1778, Pub. Diary 73 of 1778,167 - 468. Comp, of 

Standing Ord, Vol. 2 of 1759-1788, 174-176. 

* Court to Bombay 18th Mar. 1778 para 44, Pub. Dep. Court’s L. Vol. 10 of 1 778 -1782, 
31. 3 Bom. Gov. Consultation 88th Out. 1778, Pub. Diary 74 of 1778, 768-709. 

4 Bom. Gov. Consultation let May 1778, Pub, Diary 73 of 1778, 285-22G. 
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the Honourable Company can forward packets from England by 
way of Suez, as there being no quarantine and as the vessels come 
over from the Red Sea in the time of the monsoon, the packets are 
received with incredible despatch. Of this we can give no better 
instance than that on the 1 8th of this month (October) we received 
an account from Europe of so late a date as the 25th of July. Nor 
need the prohibition against our vessels going to Suez deter the 
Company from sending their packets as Mr. Baldwin can get boats 
at Suez to transport the packets by an easy and safe navigation 
to Jidda or Mokha where they will generally meet with shipping 
from India in the months of June July and August. 1 

As regards the action of the Bombay Government in the thorny 
question of their negotiations with Raghoba in a letter of 4th July 
1777 the Court of Directors write : Although we cannot hut agree 
to the protection you have given to Rdghoba, considering the con¬ 
nection you havo had with him by which we must suppose the 
Company have been benefited, yet we are under some apprehensions 
that the Mardthds will think this protection a breach of the treaty 
entered into with them by Colonel Upton. For though that treaty 
is not upon the whole so agreeable to us as we could wish, still we are 
resolved strictly to adhere to it. You must therefore bo particularly 
vigilant, whilst Rdghoba is with you, to prevent him forming 
any plan against what is called the ministerial party at 1 ’oona. And 
we hereby positively order you to engage with him in no scheme 
whatever for retrieving his affairs without the consent of the Gov* 
ernor General and Council or the Court of Directors. At the same 
time we think common humanity will warrant us in giving you 
orders to protect Rdghoba’s person from violence if any such attempt 
should be made by the partisans of the ministers. 2 

In the following year (7th May 1778) the Court continue: Our 
letter of the 4th of July 1777 gives you our sentiments and instruc¬ 
tions concerning the protection afforded by you to Rdghoba. We 
have now only to direct that you continue to govern yourselves 
according to the tenor of those instructions. ^1’hat you may not he 
at a loss for our meaning respecting the personal safety of Rdghoba, 
it is our positive order that he be on no account compelled to quit 
the island of Bombay and that you inform him in our name that 
if he leaves the said island it shall he by his own free will and 
consent. s 

In the same year in their letter of 19th March 1778 the Court 
remark: We find the total amount of expenses incurred in the 
expedition undertaken on behalf of Raghoba, of money paid to 
him, and of money expended on his account stated by you at 
Rs. 22, 29,65 2:* 
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In 1778 the Court appointed the following officers members of 
the Secret Committee at Condon and wrote to Bombay (3C'th April): 
Having appointed George Womell Esquire, Chairman of our 
Court, William James Esquire, our Deputy Chairman, and W, 
Devayncs Esquire, to be a committee of secrecy, we hereby direct 
that all orders and instructions which you shall receive from our 
said committee of secrecy he observed and obeyed with the same 
punctuality and exactness as though they had been signed by 
thirteen or more members of the Court of Directors, And having 
also thought proper to appoint a Select Committee at Bombay for 
transacting all political military and naval affairs, aud likewise all 
such as may require secrecy, it is our order that the said Select 
Committee consist of W. Hornby Esquire, our President and 
Governor or our President and Governor for the time being, John 
Carnac Esquire, the second member of our Council or the second 
member of our Council for the time being, Colonel Charles Egerton, 
our Military Commander-in-Chief or our Military Commandcr-in- 
Chief for the time being, and Daniel Draper Esquire, the fourth 
member of our Council or the fourth member of our Council for 
the time being. If our military commander-in-chief shall at any 
time ho absent from the Presidency then our order is that our 
President and the second and fourth members of our Council shall 
be a Select Committee for the purposes aforesaid during the absence 
of the commander-in-chief. 1 

On the 27th March 1779 the Bombay Government addressed the 
following letter to the Honourable the Secret Committee of the 
Court of Directors: Upon the first notice of an approaching 
war with France, which was received in June last, orders were given 
for our fortifications being carried on with nil possible vigour, and 
we have the pleasure to Inform you that our works towards the sea 
are in great forwardness. By the Jioyal Admiral now under 
despatch the plans and estimates ordered by the Honourable Court 
in their commands of the 19th March will be transmitted and a full 
reply sent thereto by. the Governor and Council. 3 

In the same letter (27th March 1779) Government add : In our 
address of the 29 th December we advised our having taken possession 
of the French Factory at Surat and seized the persons of the Consul 
and of every other Frenchman in that city. This step we doubt 
not from your commands of 31st August will be approved,. We 
removed all the Frenchmen to Bombay except the Consul and his 
family whom we permitted to remain at Burst upon his parole. Among 
the prisoners removed to Bombay was a priest who some time after 
lira arrival sent to inform the President that he had intelligence of 
an important nature to communicate. ,Being accordingly examined 
he gave information which was confirmed by another of the prisoners 
that a plan had been concerted by Monsieur Briancouvt, the French 


1 Court to Bombay 10th April 1778 paras 1-3, Pub. Dep. Court’s Letters Vol. 10 of 
1778-1782, 68-59. 

a Bom. Gov. Select Committee to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors 
27th March 1779 para 145, Secret anil Pol. Diary 20 of 1779, 376. 



Materials] 


AND ISLAND. 


421 


Consul, and Monsieur St, Lulioin for bringing a body of Marat ha 
troops to seize and plunder the city of Surat in which scheme they 
had engaged some of the Nabob’s officers. A copy of the narrative of 
what was declared by the priest and the other prisoner Monsieur 
Charleval now waits oil you under No. 40. The President observ¬ 
ing the most profound secrecy immediately sent Mens. Charleval to 
Surat in hopes of his being able to find the box of papers mentioned 
in the narrative which contained the particulars of the conspiracy. 
He, however, did not succeed and no further discovery has yet been 
made, though we have offered a reward of _Rs. 10,000 and directed 
Mr. Boddam to trace this matter with all possible diligence. As it 
appeared very improper under such a surmise to permit the Consul 
to remain any longer at Surat, wo have removed him with his family 
to the fort at Thdna where we propose to keep them till they are 
sent to Knrope, 1 

On the risk of an alliance between the French and the MarathAs 
Mr. Ilorsley, the representative of the Government of Bombay, 
addressed the following letter to the Governor General, dated 
Calcutta 2nd August 1779 2 3 : However contrary it may seem to the 
true interests of all parties among the MarathAs to call in the 
French, yet there is hardly a country in the world whose history is 
come down to us that does not furnish more than one example of 
the absurd policy of introducing foreigners as the arbitrators of 
domestic quarrels. Wc know for certain that more than five years 
ago, before we had taken part in their civil wars, RAghobn and the 
confederacy which opposed him had each been applying to Bombay 
for assistance against the other. The NizAm and Haidar have 
both been courted and been engaged in a greater or less degree 
over since the death of MAdhavrau, the former by Nana and his 
party and the latter by RAghoba and his friends, and have each 
respectively made their advantage of' their allies. The same state 
of things, we may suppose, will lead to the same measures and 
surely not the less probably for the share we have had in tho 
same. The real military strength of the Margtha empire and the 
forms of it are at present in different hands. RAghoba, the authority 
of whose name was never more evidently shown than in the 
respect paid to it at the settlement as it was called of the government 
while he was a prisoner in the camp of his enemies, is at large 
and still maintains his pretensions. These circumstances alone, 
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3 Bombay Government to the Governor General at Calcutta, 4th April 1779: As in 
whatever political system yon may think proper to adopt for this Presidency you may 
possibly require information on certain points or details of local knowledge which, as wo 
cannot foresee wo cannot supply, we have, in order to prevent any loss of time ill 
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in tho state of the Company’s affairs and the present political circumstances of this 
Presidency, and having made choice of Mr. George Horsley for this commission, he now 
waits on you with these despatches. We request yon will permit Mr. Ilorsley to ho 
informed of the measures you may think proper to adopt respecting this Presidency and 
allow him to represent to you any particulars which his local knowledge may suggest or 
may appear to him material to bo attended to in your deliberations. Secret and Political 
Diary 20 of 1779, 426, 
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I apprehend, constitute, the same state of tilings or perhaps rather 
a worse anarchy than during the contest between Rdghoba and 
the confederacy. Nana's is certainly the faction whose views are 
turned to the French for assistance. Ndna Fadnavis knows well 
that if we do not take arms against him it is all he can expect. 
This will not answer his purpose. He wants active friends. Even 
against Haidar Ndna could not support himself with all the aid 
lie could procure from the Nizam tiil Mahidji Sindia Cfttne to his 
assistance, and now Sindia seems Ndna’s most formidable rival. 
The French come to India as the enemies of' the English, but 
without establishments of their own to support them, Mutual 
necessities may seem to Nana to form the basis of an alliance with 
them of mutual advantage. Ndna, may flatter himself that there 
is little present danger in the connection; that for the moment 
money may gratify the French, and in case they should continue 
too powerful to be slighted after they have served his purposes, 
that they may lie satisfied with such possessions as he may assist 
them to conquer from us. These considerations induce me to 
believe that if the French have any considerable force at Mauritius, 
it will certainly be at Chaul before the month of September is 
past. Sir hi. Hughes and the reinforcement on board bis fleet may 
possibly arrive soon after if their destination is Bombay, but it 
is much more likely that they will be as late as December or 
January. Should the. French bring a force which with all the 
assistance they can procure from Ndna and his influence they 
think equal to an attack on Bombay, this no doubt will be the first 
enterprise they will undertake. I believe it is certain they will 
meet with all the aid Ndna can give them. If an attack on Bombay 
seems beyond their strength, they will probably oiler themselves as 
tho allies of the Mardthds, and as the open and declared enemies of 
the English, soliciting at the same time such cessions as St. Lubein 
desired to distress us and to procure as advantageous an establishment 
for themselves as possible. That of the Mardtha party with which 
they connect themselves the objects are to overawe its competitors, 
to satisfy its allies on the easiest terms possible, and to curb the 
English from whom at least no good offices are to be expected. 
Yet I do suppose that, unless compelled to it by tho last necessity, 
Ndnu himself will not desire to see a French army at Poona or in 
the heart of the Mardtha empire. He will probably think that since 
his affairs oblige him to be connected with Europeans, and while 
Europeans must be near neighbours to the Mardtha empire, it is a 
point of good policy to have them so situated as to be a check upon 
each other, forming a double line hctweoD the sea and the mountains. 
On this principle I should not be surprised to see Chaul and a 
considerable part of the Konkan opposite Bombay granted to tho 
French as a permanent establishment, together with all else they 
might be able to conquer from us. Sdlsette and the other harbour 
islands must fall unless we can bring a body of troops into the field 
to fight a battle for them. And though the enemy might not find 
themselves strong enough to form the siege of Bombay, yet, when 
once we were confined to Bombay island, we should certainly be 
put to considerable straits, and if the sea were not open might be 
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much distressed. In ease Nana should not be disposed to encourage 
the French to remain in the neighbourhood of Bombay as a barrier 
between us and him and as an ally whose nearness to Poona might 
serve to support his authority there, and in case the force should 
not he such as to encourage them to form the siege of Bombay, 
the reductions of the harbour islands may perhaps se'em too incon¬ 
siderable an object, and while Bombay still remained in our hands, 
could not be of much benefit to them. It therefore appears to me 
likely that with the concurrence of their Mardtlia allies the French 
may turn their views northward where Surat and Broach appear very 
desirablo acquisitions, and if in addition to these they are allowed, as 
I make no ckmbt they might he, to help themselves out of the 
Gaikwar’s share of GujarAt, they might, 1 think, with ease lay the 
foundation of a power in the West of India, which would bid 
fair to vie with any establishment of ours in the east. I must 
confess this seems to me the most eligible plan for them to act on, 
unless they could make sure of success in an attack on Bombay, 
in which caso the rest of our possessions on that side would follow 
of course. But to take Bombay, I suppose, they must have a much 
greater force than I can imagine they will bring, whereas 4000 
men and a good body of JVlardtha cavalry would insure the 
execution of their attempts in Gujardt against all the force we 
could of ourselves bring against them. Jf you, gentlemen, should 
be of opinion that there is a probability of circumstances like any 
of these I have supposed taking place, you will, I dare say, think it 
proper to take the necessary measures against them. You will 
perceive that the first step to be taken and on the spot would be 
to form such counter-alliances as might balance those of our enemies, 
whatever theirs may be. We are certain that at present we have 
no alliance on that side of India, If any are to be now formed 
in order to guard against tho probable designs of the French or in 
future if such designs should actually be carried into execution, 
some extraordinary powers are in cither case, I apprehend, equally 
necessary, and perhaps there may not be any time to lose in 
determining wbat those powers should be, on ‘whom they should 
be conferred, and the rest of the very important points which 
these questions would naturally bring under your consideration. 
I am afraid we yet want a more detailed knowledge of tho present 
strength, resources, interests, and views of the several Maratha 
chiefs who are comprised under the general name of the Mardtha 
State. A peace concluded with a nominal minister may prove of 
little avail unless we are certain wo are friends with those who 
really form the strength of the nation.. In case of the arrival of a 
French armament circumstances may occur which for want of this 
knowledge of detail will be entirely new' to us and according to 
whicli it may be necessary somebody or other should be empowered 
to act on tho spot. I have considered this subject at largo with a 

f ood deal of attention and have formed some general ideas on it. 

iut I would not venture to say anything of this kind before 
you, unless I was called on for it, and now merely submit such 
general reflections on the state of affairs on our side of India as 
induce me to think that provision yet remains to be made for events 
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for which, if they do arrive, it will he of the utmost consequence to 
he prepared. 1 

On the 27th May 1779 tlio Court addressed the following letter 
to Bombay oil the improvement of marine charts: As we are 
desirous thnt every person under the Company’s protection conversant 
in naval affairs should co-operate with us in aiding the navigation 
to and from tho east, we direct that you forthwith notify our 
intentions by public advertisement and that you order our master - 
attendant to take such other measures as shall appear to him 
expedient for making our pleasure in this respect known. We 
shall order our supraeargo in China to send you annually a quantity 
of transparent paper for your master-attendant to deliver to such 
persons as may ho inclined to furnish copies of charts and plans 
already in their possessions. All this must bo mentioned in your 
advertisement. 2 3 

At a Consultation of the 28th July 1779 tho following note is 
recorded: Tor some time frequent disputes have arisen between 
tho Brdhrnans ami Goldsmiths respecting the inode of salutation 
termed u amasbir. This the Brahmans allege the Goldsmiths have 
no right to perform, and that the exercise of such a ceremony by 
the Goldsmiths is a breach and profanation of the rites of the Gentu 
religion. As repeated complaints have been made to the British 
Government by tho Brdhrnans, and as the Pcshwris also have 
several times written to the President requesting the Goldsmiths 
may be forbidden the use of the namatkar; Resolved that the 
Brahmans have reason in their complaint, and as the matter doe3 
not concern the Company, the Peshwa be moved to forbid to the 
Goldsmiths the use of the Brdhman salutation namashir} 

On the 20th December 1779 the Chief and factors write from 
Thdna: Different people who have been sent to the other side for 
that purpose bring intelligence that several thousand troops are 
come down to Basscin, Mahuli, Kalvan, Panvel, and Beldpur with 
the design of invading Salsetle. Two methods occur,to us to pre¬ 
vent the intended invasion. That your Honour send us well armed 
boats commanded by Bieutenants of the marine to lie off Bdlkhum 
(three miles north-east of Thdna) and Beldpur, which might prevent 
any boats of the enemy coming near the island. Tho other method 
is to send us as many troops as your Honour can spare, at least'six 
companies. These we would station one division at Bdlkhum, the 
other below Thdna Ghodbandar and Dhdrdvi. Wc think these 
districts would he .sufficiently guarded if a small field piece or 
two to each division was sent with a few artillery. We do not 
doubt that this would prevent the enemy attempting to land 
or supposing they did make the attempt, we should most probably 
drive them hack before thev would effect their landing. A 

V O 


1 Letter from Mr. Horsley to the Governor General, Calcutta, 2nd August 1779, Secret 
and Political Diary 21 of 1779, 6SO- 654. 

2 Court to Bombay 27tli May 1779 para 36, Tub. Dep. Court’s L. Vol. 10 of 1778-1782, 
161-162. 

3 Bom, Gov. Consultation 28th July 1779, Pub. Diary 7C of 1779, 387-388, 
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company or two of Europeans would be of the greatest consequence 
to defeat any intention the MarathAs have against us. Something 
must be done or the island will most probably be plundered, and 
if there is any treachery, the fort will be lost. We submitthese 
sentiments to your Honours : Permit us to add our vicinity to tho 
Presidency will enable us to send hack what troops you may 
demand should necessity call for them at Bombay. Though we 
believe the scheme of the MarAthAs is to take place during the 
dark nights, yet as their numbers are already great in our 
neighbourhood the attempt may sooner be made. We therefore 
require your Honour’s determination as soon as possible. 1 

On the 21st December 1779 in acknowledging receipt of tho 
above letter the .Bombay Government write: 1J pon your representing 
the necessity of a reinforcement, we shall as soon as possible send 
you such a force as wo can spare for the protection of Tluna when 
we shall advise you of the particulars. 2 

On the same subject Government write to the Resident at 
Karanja (22nd December 1779): Having received from ThAna 
accounts that large bodies of MarAtha forces arc assembler! in the 
neighbouring parts and of their hostile intentions, we judge it 
proper to reinforce your post and have accordingly ordered two 
companies of the 6th battalion of sepoys and a company of the 
native Portuguese battalion with two six-pounder field pieces and 
a party of artillery to proceed to Karanja under the command of 
Captain Colbatch and to continue in post there till further orders. 
The company of the 2nd battalion now doing duty at Karanja 
must bo returned. 3 

On the 18th December 1779 the Chief and factors at ThAna 
write: We now purposely address your Honour to acquaint you 
that we have this morning received the following intelligence. 
NAna Fadnis having learnt that RaghunAth Cancsh an inhabitant 
at Carsi (Persik?), Fakirsetli a coppersmith of ThAna, and one 
Konajirao of BelApur were people fib to carry on any schemes he 
might undertake against Salsette, sent for them some days ago to 
Poona. On NAna Fadnis offering to send a body of troops they 
engaged to manage their landing on this island. In consequence 
they were dismissed with a present of turbans, and 10,000 troops 
{5000 horse and 5000 foot) wore ordered into the Konkan, 7000 of 
whom are arrived and are near BAsseiu on a pretence of fetching 
VisAji Pant that we may have no suspicions of an attack on the 

f ilace. Fakirseth, Raghunath Ganesb, and Kondjirao propose to 
and part of these troops during the next dark nights below the 
southern towers at Pan Bruje (liuruj or tower) and others at 
BAlkhum. The better to ensure success these follows have sent 
Over a number of PurbMhn that is Pur bids or North Indians, to 
entice the Purbeahs of this battalion to join in giving up the fort. 
In this they have succeeded and the Furbea/is have agreed to join 
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the onset against the rest o£ the garrison. We submit the above 
information to your Honour’s consideration. We had it from a 
man of some consequence and to appearance no ways interested to 
deceive us. Wo have only to observe it is well known the 4th 
battalion is chiefly composed of Purbeahs and Marathds. Were 
an attempt of this kind to he made we imagine some Europeans, 
could you spare them, would bo the host means of preventing any 
bad consequences. We have thought it proper to acquaint the 
commanding officer with tho aforegoing in order that he might be 
on his guard to endeavour to counteract any attempt should one 
be made. 1 

On the Gth March 1780 the Chief and factors at TMna submit 
the following additional evidence of a conspiracy: Kdsamkhdn, a 
subheddr in the 4 th battalion having been tampered with to bribe 
a party of our sepoys to agree to give up the fort, took the 
precaution to call two Jamdddrs to be present at an interview he had 
with one Fakir-ud-din Dhabara. The subhediir and his companions 
took tfakir-ud-din and another man prisoner, a third escaping. 
Fakir-ud-din confessed. Iu the course of his examination he 
mentioned his being employed by a Brahman Rdmchandra Fant 
Fadnis of Beldpur who had resided there these three years.' We 
have thought it better to send Ramchamlra Pant and his son under 
a guard to Bombay, not having any proper place to confine them iu 
here. The examination we have already taken and those to bo 
taken, with any further information wc may ho able to get shall 
be sent as soon as possible. 3 

About five months later a fresh conspiracy was discovered. At a 
Consultation, the 18th September, tho Bombay Council observe: 
The President acquaints u.s that he has summoned this meeting to 
communicate intelligence relative to a dangerous conspiracy formed 
among the sepoy recruits at Thana. He lays before us the following 
written information given to him by one of the parties concerned 
and a letter from the Chief and factors at TMna advising their 
having seized and sent to Bombay under a strong guard 135 of the 
suspected persons who airivcdherc last night. As to the information 
of Ydliiji Tkakor, a sepoy in Captain Hayes’ battalion in the 
company of Krishndji Subheddr at Tli&na taken before the G-overnor 
15th September 1780; he has a sanad from the government of 
Poona, agreeing to pay him Rs, 50 a month, but as yet he has not 
received a rupee. That the undermentioned persons likewise have 
deeds from the Poona government, namely Bdvdji Naik Tauriah 
a sepoy in Captain Dawson’s battalion, who receives Rs, 60 a month 
from the MarfitMs and has 40 men under him, now upon pretence 
of procuring recruits gone to Ramji Pant at Vishnu Jogi to get 
money for the payment of the abovementioned 40 men; Kd^am- 
khan, a sepoy in the same battalion who receives Rs. 60 a month 
from the Mardthds and has 60 men under him at Thdna; Tukdji 


1 Letter from Thiina 18th Dee. 1779, Sec. amt Pot, Diary 21 of 1772, 624-826. 

5 Letter from Then a to the Select Committee, 6th March I7S0, Hub, Diary 77 of 
1780, ]54-155. For further information see pages 161, 155-165 of the same Diary. 
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Ndik Godiah, a sepoy in the abovementioned battalion, who 
receives Mardtha pay, the informant does not know how much, 
and has a deed likewise from the Poona government. Kondaji 
Gdikwdr alias Ambdji Naik, a sepoy in Captain Haves’ battalion 
who draws Rs. 60 a month pay from the Marathas and is now gone 
to Poona to get money and recruits for the intended treachery. 
The following persons are promised palanquins, umbrellas, 
torches, and oil bottles, namely: Dharmdji Jmnluddr and Kondaji 
Gdikwdr in Captain Hayes’ battalion, and Tukaji Ndik Godiah and 
Kdsamkhdri in Captain Dawson’s battalion. The Mardthds havo 
agreed to favour them with ten horses, and four hundred gold 
and silver bangles to he divided amongst all, agreeable to their rank 
and station. The number of sepoys prepared for the treachery 
are: Under the informant Vdldji Thdkor 35 men, under Bav&ji 
Ndik 40 men, under Kasamkhan GO men, under Juysavant a 
sepoy in Captain Dawson’s battalion 35 men, and 101) others or 
270 in all. It is agreed each sepoy shall have Rs. 15 a month 
wages, and they have received two months' impress, and are 
to have Rs. 25 a month during life after the business is done. 
The chief managers are Dharmdji, Tukaji, Kasamkhan, and 
Kondaji Gdikwdr who have agreed to take the fort of Thau a and 
deliver it to the Peshwa. Konddji Gdikwdr is daily expected from 
Poona with Rs. 5000 on whose arrival the intended treachery will 
be put into execution, all the cAanhis and rounds of the fort being 
now under the abovementioned people, excepting about 40 other 
sepoys who mount guard with them. These are innocent of tho 
treachery as is Krishndji Subhedar, 

That one Rdghopant who came, from Poona to Bassein lias promised 
to get this business done, and the persons mentioned in this paper 
came to Thdna by his moans and persecution (persuasion ?). A Banian 
called Kachero of Paigaum, and a Moorman of Bassein bring and 
carry messages from and to Raghopant’a Divdn called Rdmdji- 
pant. Sometimes when any of the traitors want to go to llagho’ 
pant on business, they obtain permission to go on pretence of pro¬ 
curing recruits and bring some with them.* The deeds granted 
them aro kept at their houses at several places. The informant 
says he knows all the abovementioned people, and can point them 
out, but knows only the names of a few of them. lie entered into 
our service one month and live days since. Of the others some 
have been two three or four months in the service. He has receiv¬ 
ed nothing from the Marathds, but the others have received two 
months' impress. That Visajipant, hearing that this informant had 
taken service with the English, ordered a chaulci on his house at 
Bassein, and forced his family to give up their joys of Rs. 350 
value as a fine. He did also punish Jay savant's brother Bahir- 
sdvant by name on account of his said brother having takon the 
English service, on which Lakshraunpant waited upon Visajipant 
from Papppry (Pdpdi, a village between Bassein town and railway 
station) and acquainted him that these people were employed on 
the Sarkdr’s business, when Yisdjipant released the said Bahir- 
siivant giving him Rs. 25 as indm (gift). The following eight 
people are gone out with leave to procure recruits: Bdvdji Ndik, 
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ilaibatrao, Bhausing, Sindhi Man, KoiidAji Gaikwar, Bahsitlg, 
Vitbojirao, and one whose name is not remembered 1 

Alter noting the above information, at the same Consultation 
(18th September 1780) the Board observe : After the discovery 
made in April last, this second attempt: is very alarming and the 
more dangerous from the instance which so lately happened at 
Vengurla and the appearance of a regular system to introduce into 
the sepoy battalions a number of men ready prepared for the 
express purpose of executing a plan so big with danger to the Com¬ 
pany’s settlements, instead of the precarious method before prac¬ 
tised of attempting to corrupt the fidelity of men already engaged 
in and attached tu the service. This emergency therefore demands 
our most serious attention and vigorous exertion as well to discover 
the extent of the design as to prevent further danger. As the first 
step neeossarygt is resolved to pursue to the fullest proof possible to 
be obtained the discovery already made in order that the most exem¬ 
plary punishment may l>e inflicted on the offenders to suppress by 
tlto terror of example every possibility of the enemy again finding 
persons daring enough to engage in designs of this nature.” 

At their Consultation the 2/tli September 1780 the Board pass 
the following orders relative to the aforesaid conspiracy: Having 
now taken every step that can throw light upon this conspiracy 
and recorded the examination of every person pointed out as 
materially concerned, it appears that Tukiiji Gothab, Dharmaji 
and ICtisam Khan, with Konddji Gaikwar who has absconded, arc 
the principals and conductor's of this most alarming and dangerous 
enterprise. .As an act necessary to the public safety and an 
example to deter others from engaging in such schemes, it is resolved 
that the said three persons be put to death at Thana by blowing 
them from great guns, it is further ordered that their crime and the 
reason of their punishment be fully explained to the whole sepoy 
establishment. We think proper to remark that Kdsam Ivban, now 
ordered to be put to death, is not the person mentioned in our 
proceedings in April last and rewarded for making discovery of a 
design of the same nature as the present.* Such of the seven men 
as are now in custody uud pointed out in Valji Thdkor’s informa¬ 
tion taken at Than a as being concerned in an inferior degree are 
ordered to be put to hard labour upon our works for life chained in 
pairs. The private sepoys are ordered to be discharged and to be 
acquainted that if they return again to the Company's districts 
they will be put to hard labour for life. Samin Khan is pardoned 
according to the promise given him the IStli instant. Orders must 
tie issued for the Captains of sepoy battalions to be very strict and 
cautious what men they enlist in their battalions and particularly 
in their promotion of Black officers,*paying regard as much as 
possible to those who have connections or families in the Company's* 
settlements. Ee.solved that in acknowledgment of the good ser¬ 
vices rendered by Yalji Tluikor in making discovery of theconspi- 


1 limn. fine. Oimmilt.rtt.iim, I 8 U 1 Sept. I Tig 1 ’uli. IHury 77 of 1780, HWi-SSS. 

- Bom. Gov. Oiiiiniiltrtlion, JStli Sept, 178(1, I’uk limey 77 of 17S(‘, UiJil - 301. 
1 1’.om. Uov. Coii'iiltation. loili April JT-O, I'oh. liiary 77 of 1780, 151. 
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racy, a handsome gratification be given him in the name of this 
Government which the President is desired to confer to the amount 
and in the manner that he may judge most suitable and agreeable 
to the party. As the battalion of Native Portuguese is now complete 
and nearly ready for review, it is resolved that they he sent to 
garrison TMna and the sepoys removed from thence which we 
trust will effectually destroy every latent spark that may remain 
of this conspiracy. The other subordinates must be cautioned to 
be circumspect and vigilant that no similar schemes may be formed 
amongst the sepoys at any other of our garrisons, 1 

On the next day (28th September .1780) the Board signed the 
following letter to the Chief and factors at Thdna: We now return 
Kdsarn khan, Tuktiji Godiah, and Dhanmtji to Tirana, whom wc 
direct should be put to death in the manner ordered in our last 
Consultation and for which this letter is to be esteemed a sufficient 
warrant. The other resolutions wo had come to respecting the 
orders to be issued to the Captains of the sepoy battalions and our 
intention to send the Native Portuguese battalion to garrison 
Thana fort, are also communicated to them. In a postscript we 
advise that we judge it best not to send the private sepoys to be 
discharged at Tliana but shall cause them to be conveyed from hence 
to some place at a more convenient distance. K&sam KMn, TukiSji 
GaJiah, and Dharroaji are this day sent to TMna under a strong 
guard with the above letter containing our orders for then- 
execution. 2 

A Consultation of 3rd October 1780 records a letter from Thfma, 
dated this morning, advising that our orders respecting the three 
prisoners returned there on the 29th ultimo were yesterday put into 
execution in the manner directed and that the prisoners died with 
great firmness and resolution. 3 * 

A Consultation of the 21st February 17SO records: The Select 
Committee having this day received advice of the capture of Ahmed- 
bad by storm on the 15th instant by the forces under Erig. Genl. 
Goddard, a royal salute was fired from the castle on the occasion.* 

On the 2nd May 17S2the Bombay betel-leaf sellers offered, if 
a five years’ monopoly were granted them, they would pay Govern¬ 
ment Rs. 2000 a year and reduce the price from 25 resto 1(3. On the 
17th May the Board reoord: We are averse from monopolies of 
this nature which however apparently calculated or intended for 
the public good frequently produce inconvenience and grievances 
which in this case would chiefly full on the lower order of people 
to whom betel-leaf is an absolute necessary of life. As the benefit 
offered to the Company for this exclusive privilege is no object, 
resolved that the prayer of this petition be not complied with. 5 6 
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1 Bom. Gov. Consultation, 27tli Sopt. 1790, Pub. Diary 77 of 17S0, lid -114. 

, Bom. Gov. Consultation, 23th Sept. 178(1, Pub, Diary 77 of 1790, 429. 

3 Bom. Gov. Diary, Snl Get. 17.30, Pub- Diary 77 of 1730, 130, 

■* Bom Gov, Consultation, 21st Feb, 1780, Pol), Diary 77 of 1780, fifj and Secret ami 

Political Diary 22 of 1790, 81. IVresl's Marat ha Series, 1. I’l, II. 30B. 

6 Bom. Gov, Consultation, 17t-li May 1732, Bov, Diary 2 of 1782, 4,3. 
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In a letter of the 15th January 1783 the Court of Directors write: 
Notwithstanding the attention which we have paid to preventing 
unlicensed persons proceeding to the Bast Indies oil hoard the Com¬ 
pany's ships, means have been found to elude our vigilance in that 
respect. It is therefore our positive order that upon the arrival of any 
of the Company's ships at your presidency you do make the strictest 
inquiry whether the passengers on hoard have been duly licensed 
by us to take their passage thereon. In case it shall appear 
no such permission has been granted to them, we direct tliut the 
names of the offenders, together with the name of the ship and 
every other particular you can collect that may throw a light 
Upon the subject, he transmitted to us by your next advices as we 
are resolved to punish very severely those commanders who shall 
dare to disobey our instructions in this material point. 

Further, as persons have been frequently taken on board our 
ships in England as part of the crew and afterwards designedly 
left in India, being set down on the ship’s books as runaways, it is 
our further order that you do also particularly attend to any 
circumstances of this kind that may occur, and that any persons 
who may be found at your presidency under the above description 
be sent home by the next slaps as we cannot suffer such evasions 
of our authority to pass with impunity. 1 

In January 1784 the Ilonourablc R. II. Boddam Esq. became 
Governor and President. At a Consultation of the 27th February 
1784 reperused the letter from the commander of a Tuscan ship 
read lost Council day, when reference being had to the resolution of 
this Board established on the 28th October 1779, it is agreed to pass 
the following regulations with regard to foreign ships: That they he 
permitted to land copper on paying a duty of twelve per cent, and 
all other articles which come under the denomination of staples on 
paying a duty of nine pei'cent; that all necessaries and articles of 
consumption be charged with the usual duty; that the importation 
sale or transhipping of woollens in this harbour be totally prohibit¬ 
ed; that these regulations noways relate to Austrian ships with 
whom all commeiciaf intercourse is forbidden by the Company. 3 

Iu a letter dated the 23rd March 1787 the Court of Directors 
write: As it is essential we should have the completost information 
possible of the nature and extent of tho trade carried on to and 
from the different parts of Asia by the several European nations, 
and as we are convinced that our own concerns have received very 
material detriment from tho illicit practices of interlopers trading 
thither under the sanction of foreign colours, it is our positive 
instruction, which you are to consider as a standing order, that there 
be transmitted us from time to time an account of all ships or 
vessels that shall arrive at Bengal finder foreign colours parti¬ 
cularising their nuuiea and burtheu, tho name of the commander. 


1 Court to Bombay 15th Jan. 1783 paras 10 and 11, Tub. Dep. Court’s L. Vol. 11 of 
1783-17SB, 3-4. Comp, of Standing Ord. Vol. 1! of 1759- 1788, 69-80, 

5 Bom. Gov. Consultation -27th Feb, 1784, J'ub. Diary 83 of I7S4, 132, Comp, of 
Standing Ord. Vol. 1! of 1759 • 1768, 178 - 1/9. 
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the time of arrival, from vvhenco, in whose employ, with the best 
specification you may be able to procure both of their import and 
export charges, to which we desire may be added such observations 
arid remarks as may occur to you thoreon in order, if it shall appear 
necessary, that wo may take the needful measures for checking 
such trade where it may be found to be improperly conducted, 
A strict attention to this subject will form an important part of the 
duty of our new board of trade. If faithfully executed, it will be 
attended with most beneficial consequences to our commercial 
interests. We trust we shall hereafter find that a strict and 
punctual obedience has been paid thereto. We expect this register 
to bo kept in the office of the Custom Master, conceiving it to fall 
properly within the line of his duty and that the Company bo put to 
no additional expense on account of the same. 1 

Early in November 1799 a severe storm passed over Bombay. 
To this storm, in an account of the progress of Sion CauBoway, the 
Engineer Mr. Robert Nicholson has the following reference: I have 
tho further satisfaction to inform you that during the late severe 
storm, in which it may be supposed the Water was very much 
agitated, not a single stone was displaced. 2 

One of the gravest calamities which has fallen on Bombay was the 
great fire of February 1803. In a letter to the Court of Directors 
tho Honourable Jonathan Duncan Governor and President gives the 
following account: With extreme concern we acquaint your Honour¬ 
able Court that on the 17th February a most alarming fire broke out 
in the very extensive and populous Bazar situotod within this garrison. 
It is not exactly known whence the fire originated. Notwithstanding 
surmises aud suggestions to the contrary, in our opinion there is no 
sufficient reason to consider it arose from any other cause than acci¬ 
dent. The fire broke out early in the day and the wind continuing 
unusually high the flames increased with astonishing rapidity. So 
groat and violent was tho conflagration, that at sunset the destruction 
of every house in the fort was apprehended. Tho flames directed their 
course in a south-easterly direction from that part of tho Bazar oppo¬ 
site to the Cumberland Kavelin quite down to the King’s barracks. 
During the whole of the day every effort was used to oppose its 
progross, but the fierceness of tho fire driven rapidly on by tho wind 
baffled all attempts; nor did it visibly abate till nearly a third part 
of the town within tho walls had been consumed. 

The apprehensions excited by this calamitous event were consi¬ 
derably increased by the direction of the wind impelling the flames 
towards the arsenal, For whatever security the magazines might be 
supposod to afford against access to the fire, still the smallest crevice 
was sufficient to admit a spark Jo the great mass of gunpowder within 
the castle. It was impossible to view otherwise than in a state of 
awful suspense the destruction to the wholo garrison which was 
thus within tho bounds of possibility. Before midnight tho wind 
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changed more to the northward whence it veered round gradually 
to the eastward, abating at the same time in its force. From this 
rather than from any human effort, the conflagration visibly 
decreased and the danger which threatened the castlo gradually 
diminished. "While using every practical exertion to check tho 
progress of tho flames, wo derived particular and most useful 
assistance from flie presence of Vice Admiral Rainier who repaired to 
tho spot with all the officers and a due proportion of the men of His 
Majesty’s squadron. From their active interference and uncommon 
exertions was dorived the greater part of any opposition that could 
bo mado to the extension of tho conflagration. This help proved 
more eminently advantageous in the two or three days that followed 
the first extensive destruction by pulling down tho crumbling ruins 
and thereby smothering tho remaining fire and smouldering 
embers. Othorwiso we might have had to lament far greater 
devastation than has occurred. 

The loss of lives has boon small though there has not yet been 
time to take any exact account. But the fire having mgod chiefly 
throughout the day, afforded opportunity to the inhabitants to savo 
not only their lives but many of them a considerable share of Ihoir 
portable property. Tho damage sustained on this occasion hv the 
Honourable Company has beea proportionnbly ineonsiderablo. At 
the same time tho occurrence of tho calamity has rendered manifest 
to all who witnessed it, the danger to which the garrison would 
have been exposod in the event of the appearance of an enemy 
before Bombay. Tho numbor of houses in tho Baz&r, the very 
exceptionable mode of thoir construction, and the combustible 
materials of which the greater part of thorn am composed and with 
which many of them were also filled in the commercial pursuits of 
thoir owners, would have exposed ns to nearly equal hazard from 
tho enemy’s throwing in only a few shells. Whilst from tho con¬ 
fined situation joined to tho distress that must at all times have 
been incident to such n conflagration, tho means of effectual dofenco 
must soon have been .rendered impossible without any consideration 
to tho number of the garrison or to the strength of the works. 
Under this view of the local circumstances it- wilt require the 
most mature deliberation whether to admit the baz&ra to ho rebuilt 
under any modification. It must probably appear under every 
point of view preferablo to allot a space in the oarts adjoining the 
fort and esplanade for tho erection of a black town such as at 
Madras; or gradually to effect such a separation between the town 
and the fortifications as exists at Calcutta. On these and other 
points our subsequent proceedings will be in due course submitted. 1 

Four days later (26th February 1803) the Bombay flovorument 
wrote to the Court: From enquiries macle since our letter of the 22nd 
it has been ascertained that during tho conflagration 471 houses 
were burnt, a number very much less than at first was supposed. 
Considering tho far greater apprehensions of the extont of the 
damage at first entertained, it aSords us subject of consolation 


1 Bombay to Court 22nd Feb. 1803, Fab. Diary 171 of 1303, 732 - 78b 
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to be able to conclude from data which we consider of pretty good 
authority, that the real damage occasioned by the fire cannot exceed 
fifty l£khs of rupees both in real and moveable property ; whilst 
in view to the various recoveries of valuable articles since the fire 
and which are still continuing to be made, it may reasonably be 
hoped that the total amount of loss in moveables and merchandise 
may not ultimately exceed forty l&khs of rupees—a result which 
viewing Bombay as an emporium of genoral commerce cannot, wo 
trust, be productive of any other than partial and temporary pro* 
juflice to the commercial interests of the port. 1 * * * * 6 

Some further useful details are contained in a letter dated 27th 
February 1808 from the Superintendent of Polico to Government: 
In consequence of your order on the 21st instant to remove from 
within the fort all tatty walls and projections with thatched roofs 
or o ajan structures, mat frames, and other combustible articles, I 
immediately ordered the battaki to be beaten to that effect and went 
with my people into the different streets and alleys not only in the 
]Black but also in the European part of the town within the walls. 
At first, wherever I turned my eye, I observod more or less com¬ 
bustible materials from whole houses (generally stables or cow-houses 
filled with hay or straw) to two or three cajane tied up to keep off 
the rain or the sun. 

The number aud description of these projections which I herewith 
subjoin,* will enable you to judge of the very great dangor from 
fire to which the town was daily exposed- by such quantities of these 
combustible substances being collected in it. In many places these 
materials were so old aud had become so inflammable that I am 
surprised the town has not been more frequently set on fire. 
Excepting in the bouses of some of the most wealthy inhabitants 
where the partition walls are built with strong materials, the rooms 
are generally divided by partitions of tattys particularly in all 
houses let out to rent where many of the apartments are not more 
than eight or nino feet square, In this small space they dress vic¬ 
tuals three times a day surrounded with nothing but these inflamma¬ 
ble substances almost as bad as tinder itself. Many of these partitions 
appeared so old that I think they must have been put up at least 
eight or ten years. With everyprecaution, I am perfoctly astonished 
how they escaped so long. Wherever either a whole wall or any 
considerable portion of a wall has been removed I would humbly 
recommend that it ought to be built up as soon as possible with a 
wall of mortar and stone or of mud and stone. In the state they are 
now as much danger is to be apprehended as before removal from 
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i Bombay to Court 26th Feb. 1803, Pub. Diary 171 of 1803,798- 79jA 

a List of houses removed by the orders of the Governor and Council: 10 in Church 

Aate Street, 7 in Govind EAnoba’s StTeot, 5 in tbe lane opposite Sotobji’s house, 8 in 

Vithoba YAdavii’s Lane, 2 in FrAmji NAnAbhii’s Lane, 4 in Purshotam ChimAii's Street, 

b in Kivasii Patel’s Street, 3 in NAnrfbhAi Bamanii’s Street, 2 in KAvaaji SubheaAr’s Lane, 

6 in tbe Governor’s old stable, and 9 otherf, total 64. Nine Bboys’ (Bhois’ or Palanquin 
bearers’) houses ought to ho removed and three others near the Bator Gate are very 
dang erous and can easily he set fire to. A large quantity of matting and mat frame* 
hasbeen removed from toe European part of the town to the northward of Church 
Street* Public Diary 172 of 1803, 1091 • 1094. 
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the current of air being now greater and therefore more liable to blow 
aboftt the sparks of fire. Before I conclude this subject J. humbly beg 
leave to draw your attention to the houses of a class of people called 
Bhois, They are situated in tho street of Kdvasji Subheddr 
surrounded by a number of wealthy Pdrsis’ houses, They have 
occupied that spot of ground from the time of Governor Law 
sixty years ago. The houses originally huilt, of nothing but wooden 
frames filled up with tattys, are now so very old and decayed that 
they are actually tumbling to pieces and aro so very inflammable 
that I am confident was a spark once to take effect particularly in 
the night, they would be consumed in a few minutes together with 
their miserable inhabitants. The ground they occupy if exposed 
to sale would bring a very high price, and these poor wretches 
might be provided with hotter lodgings and many more comforts 
by being removed without the fort while at the same time the town 
would be rid of a dangerous and alarming nuisance. I cannot help 
also taking notice of the Carwas’ (KMrvds 1 ) houses near the Bazdi 
Gate, They arc a class of useful and industrious men who ply in the 
boats in the harbour and with a fow regulations I think their houses 
might be rendered safe which at present is far from being the case. 
Two or three other old houses in the town ought to ho rebuilt, 
but the owners I am informed arc too poor to build them. In the 
European part of tho town the principal objects worthy of notice 
were mats and mat frames attached to every house with here and 
there a stable, part of which was filled with hay, all of which has been 
removed. 1 

On the 21st February Captain Brookes the property assessor 
submitted with a plan a statement of the numbor of houses and an 
estimate of the valuo of the property destroyed at 24 l&kbs. In a 
Consultation of the 26th March Government preferred the estimate 
in the Bombay Courier of the 26th February of 20 ldkhs of house 
property, and merchandise and moveableB about as much more, or 
between 60 and 53 ldkhs in all, a total which recoveries might ho 
expectod to reduce to 40 lAkhs. 2 On the 26th March 1803 Govern¬ 
ment resolved that a •Committee be immediately constituted with 
Mr. Hallet for their secretary on an allowance of Rs. 400 as salary 
to report on the best means of repairing the destruction caused by 
the late fire.® 

This committee which was called the Town Committee received 
tho following instructions : Upon due consideration of the several 
suggestions from our own members it may perhaps become expedient 
to allow the native merchants whose premises have been burnt to 
build in lieu of those now destroyed, warehouses for the reception, 
under due precautions, of their goods and counting houses in as far 
in respect to both these descriptions of structures as shall be deemed 
consistent with a duo regard to the security of the fort, which seems 
at the first glance to oppose this class of inhabitants being allowed 


1 Letter from the Superintendent of Police to the President and Council, 27th Feb. 
1803, Public Diary 172 of 1803,1089 ■ 1091. 

* Bom. Gov, Consultation 26th March 1803, Pub. Diary 172 of 1803,1068 • 1062, 
s Bom. Gov. Consultation 26th March 1803, Pub. Diary 172 of 1803, 1174. 
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to have their dwelling houses within the walls. Objection is also 
rightly taken to any of the proposed warehouses or offices being 
of more than two stories at the highest or otherwise covered than 
by terraces instead of the pitched roofs that have hitherto prevailed. 
It may be hoped that you will be able to convince the natives in 
question of the unadvisableness of their residing in a garrison 
crowded with lofty structures filled with goods and merchandise 
and intersected by such narrow streets as oxisted before the late 
fire. And that from the conviction forced on their minds by the 
late sad calamity, they will willingly concur in the expediency of 
their dwelling houses and families being without the fort where 
they ought to be sensible that under the advantage of our insular 
situation both will be in perfect security. The motives for our 
inclining to admit any description of their goods to be lodged 
within the walls and.for their being consequently indulged with 
counting houses adjoining arise out of what the papers now trans¬ 
mitted to you indicate to he the local circumstances of the harbour, 
where that part of it immediately opposite to the fortifications is 
represented to be the only eligible spot for the lading of ships 
particularly during the monsoon. This point it will be your object 
still further to investigate since it would certainly prove above all 
things desirable that every mercantile house, especially of the 
natives, should be situated Without the fort as is completely the 
case at Calcutta and has we understand lately become so at 
Madras. Before auy plan be finally adoptod it is necessary that the 
right of possession or property in the tract laid waste by the late 
conflagration should be thoroughly ascertained. Towards assist¬ 
ing in this inquiry you are herewith furnished with statements 
taken from the collector’s registry of the two descriptions of 
ground, namely public and private, affected by this calamity. To 
these statements are added remarks from Mr. De Souza a well 
informed native of this place. We are pleased to find Mr. Hall, the 
Company’s attorney, does not deem it necessary altogether to 
acquiesce in Mr. De Souza's conclusions. Mr, Hall considers that 
the part of the ground styled ‘ public' was given to the tenants not 
in perpetuity as understood by Mr. De Souza but merely as a 
permissive indulgence to be resumod at will, Mr, Hall holds that 
unless any of tho public or uupensioned tenants can show leases 
from Government conferring a superior title those distinguished 
Under the name of pensioned proprietors can alone claim com¬ 
pensation from the Honourable Company fox any ground which it 
may be deemed advisable to rc-occupyd 
In April 1803 the Superintendent of Police was called on to 
report regarding the nuisance of noisy dogs of which the grand jury 
had complained. Mr. Halliday, the Police Superintendent, said the 
number of stray dogs oil tfle esplauade had of late greatly increased 
in consequence of their owners’ families having been burnt out or 
forced to quit their houses in the fort. He said the dogs though 
ownerless were fed by the natives especially by the Persia. Ho 
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1 Bom, Gov. Diary 26tli March 1803, Public Diary 172 of 1803, 1175 ■ 1178. 
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recommended that at a certain time of yoar after warning all stray 
dogs especially puppies should be destroyed. Government forwarded 
the Superintendent s report to the Justices with the suggestion that a 
rule be passed to afford reasonable relief. At tho same time they 
expressed the wish that the new rule should show some regard to 
the customs of the natives especially of the Pdrsis, who were 
known to cherish these dogs as is requisite in view to certain 
observances in their ritual . 1 


1 Dora. Gov. Diary 27th May 1803, Pub. Diary 174 of 1803, 2162-2163. 
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NOTES. 


ta (Bags 7i Sots 3.) 

Apta is suggested for the village Battv from which the Brdhmans 
were carried away. Mr. R. A. Lamb, I, C, S. Collector of Koldba 
nptices (13th July 1893) as more likely the village Vat about 
14 miles from the right bank of the PdWlganga in Panvel some 
six miles above Apta. Though now stopped by a dam the river 
may formorly have been tidal to V&t. Mr. Lamb’s identification is 
probably correct. 

la (Fags 87 Sots 1.) 

On the 7th April 1684 the Court write to Surat regarding the 
redeeming of the drowned lauds of Bombay’ : Redeem those 
drowned lands of Bombay, for which we shall now propose you a 
method which we think cannot fail. That is, you may agree to give 
the undertakers every Saturday night a day und a half’s pay for 
every day’s work for every man they shall employ in that service, 
part money and part rice; the rice at a price by which we may be 
a little gainers. And promise the undertakers over and above such 
daily pay to give them . . . 3000 (?) dollars when the whole work iB 
completely finished. Whatever use you shall give the ground to 
hereafter, it will be absolutely necessary to frame a substantial 
strong sluice in the middle of your great dam to drain the ground 
upon occasion if you should plant it, or to let in the salt water if you 
should make a salt work of it. This we leave to your considera¬ 
tion, being nearer the place, with this note only that salt is a com¬ 
modity in the bay (of Bengal) and in some places of the South Seas. 
If from any of the coasts near Bombay you can exchange equal 
quantities of salt for rice, nothing can be so profitable to us as to 
convert all those drowned lands when they are rescued from the 
sea into salt pans after the manner of those at Rochelt in France or 
Santuvaly in Portugal. This you may discover from many seamen 
in our ships which have seen those salt paiis in both places, and 
the manner of causing it to shoot into small grains. Whether you 
resolve upon a salt work or not, we conceive the bottom or lower¬ 
most part of the valley when the sea-water is pent out must be filled 
up with earth from the higher parts of the ground to tho level of the 
sea without your dam at half flood or thereabouts, and your sluice 
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1 Various causes were assigned for the alarming mortality amongst European* in 
Bombay. The atmospliero was at first supposed to be polluted by the putrid fish with 
which the tree* were manured. A more reasonable conjecture was that malaria arose 
from the low plains which were overflowed at high tides, and left in a iwampy state 
when the sea receded. In 1C7G a proposition for draining the swamps was submitted to 
the Court by the Government of Bombay, Scvorftl surveys were in consequence made ; 
and in 1684 authority to commence the work was received. Letters from the President 
and Council of Surat dated 11th January 1676; to the Court dated 17th January 1676; 
and from the Court dated February 1684. Description of Hindustan by Walter 
Hamilton Esq. Andurson'i English in Western India (1864), 62 - 63. Neither the 
Bombay proposal* of 1676, the details of the consequent surveys, nor the Court'* 
Order* of 1684 have (1893) been traced in the Bombay Records. 
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must be set accordingly in height. Otherwise when you draw up your 
sluices to let out the fresh water in the time of great rains, the sea 
water may troublesoraely return upon you. We conceive likewise 
that, when you have levelled the whole to such a height as is fit for 
draining the valley, it will be necessary from your sluice to draw 
a ditch or trench quite through the lowermost parts of the valley 
if you should plant or till it, as well as for keeping the fresh water 
out of your salt if you should turn it into salt ponds. If you 
should agree with the undertakers for draining of the drowned 
lands as aforesaid, it is necessary that you should appoint some 
trusty English to keep constant check upon the workmen that we 
may be sure to pay no more days’ wages to the workmen than we 
have full day’s work done. 1 Three months later, 2nd July 1684, 
the Court resume: Prosecute with effect tho draining of our over¬ 
flooded ground at Bombay as we wrote you l^st year (April 1683-84). 
If for tnc furtherance of that or for any other cause .you shall find 
our President’s own presence necessary at Bombay and that he may 
be spared from Surat, we leave to him and our Council to take 
such a time for his going thither, stay there, and return from thence, 
as you shall find most accommodable to our general affairs and our 
interest. 2 

8a ( Pages 111 im 112 Note 1.) 

The name Gunsway seems to be Ganjasawrii, literally the Ganja 
or figure-headed .ship Sawdi. Sawdi is still in common use as a 
name for large Native craft as Ndvdi Saudi, the Ndvdi or vessel 
called Sawdi. Such names as Phateh-Sawdi Victory Sawdi are 
also common. Sawdi or Sawa seems to be the Mardthi and 
Gujarati for one and a quarter. It is used with a sense corresponding 
to such English laudatory phrases as a man and a half, a horse and 
a half, or a ship and a half. Thus among MardthaJ Brdhmans 
the second Mddbavrao Peshwa (1774-1795) is still known as 
Sawdi Mddhavrao, the greater Hddhuvrao. Compare Rajputdua 
Gazetteer, If. 136. Jaya Singh, commonly known as Siwdi Jaya 
Singh, Siwdi meaning 1£ and representing Jaya Singh’s superiority 
over others whom th$ unit represents. The same meaning seems 
to explain the title (Tod’s Western India, I. 438) Rinna Sawa or 
Sawdi of Rae Mai, the noble Rdthod pirate of Bet-Dwdrka in Kdthid- 
wdr, who (a.d. 1572) lost his life in saving his sovereign Muscular 
Shdh (1561-1572). The phrase is proverbial in the saying Bap 
sawdi leia, a son cleverer than his father. 

,5a (Page 130 asd Sots 5.) 

The original is ‘ to Robin the Butcher’s Island ’, The only 
apparent 6ense is that the butcher after whom the island was 
supposed to be called was named Robin. Perhaps a fairy Robin 
Goodfellow name suitable to the mythical namer-giver. In spite 


1 Court to Surat 7th April 1684, Public Dep. Court's Letters Vol. 1 of 1G51-1685, 
80 - 82. 

5 Court to Surat 2nd July 1684, Tub. Dep. Court's Letters Vol. 1 of 1681-1688, 91. 
Thu Court’s 1683-84 Orders haw uvt been traced (1893), 
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of Grose’s (1750) explanation (Voyages, 1.58) that the island was 
called Butcher because cattle wero kept on it for the use of Bombay, 
the English name Butcher Island seems a case of meaning-making. 
Fryer, 1673 (Travels, 61-62 and Map), calls the Island Putachoes 
(properly Patecas) or watermelons, and this derivation is accepted 
in a Portuguese account of Bombay, 1728 (Arch. Port. Or. Fas. 6 
Supt. New Goa, 1876, pages 287-292). Patachos Yachts, a word 
used by Baldmus, 1680 (Churchill's Voyages, III. 533) and Putas 
harlots, in connection with a story that as in Goa a Bishop banished 
the harlots to an island, have also been suggested. But Patecas 
melons, seoms tlio only derivation for which authority can be quoted. 
Besides the commoner Dardivi, the Mar&thi name Bn at or Bh&tiche 
Bet, the lowlying island, is said to be still in use for Butcher’s Island. 
It seems fairly certain the English Butcher is the Portuguese Pateca. 
The absence of any connection between the island 
suggests that in its turn the Portuguese name is 
making from the Marathi Bhfitiche Bet. 

A. (Pag* 146 , VI links from ins top.) 

Mqpont under Angria has been provisionally identified with 
Mohoptlda on tho Panvel river. Lator inquiry fails to find any 
trace of fortifications at or near tho Panvel Mohop&da. At the same 
time information obtained from Mr. R. A. Lamb, I. C. S., Collec¬ 
tor of Kol&ba, shows that the broad entrance to tho Apta rivor is 
known as Mohopanth the False Channel, and that traces of a fort, 
also known as Mohopanth, remain on a hill at the creek side near 
the Panvel village of Avre. 
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Part I.—Proposed Schemo. 

Extract paras 1 to 5 and 8 from the Collector of Bombay’s Report 
No. 1 submitted to Government in July 1891, containing as required by 
Government a detailed scheme for the compilation of a statistical 
account of the Town and Island of Bombay : 

1. As directed in your letter No. 1721, dated 15th May, last, I beg to 
submit the following scheme for the preparation of a Statistical Account 
of the Town and Island of Bombay. 

2. I propose that the Statistical Account should consist of four 
volumes each of 400 to 500 pages uniform with the published set of 
district statistical accounts, 

3. Except that I think the volumes should contain copies of the 
groatost possible variety of old and recent maps and charts of the town 
island and harbour, I would not propose any illustration of tho account. 

4. I would' suggest that the first volume should consist of three 
leading parts : 

(a) Description including climate and geology. 

(5) History in periods showing for each period the leading general 
and local events and a summary of the changes and progress in the 
siao of the city : the increase of population, the growth of trade and 
industries, tho development of management, revenue, municipal, har¬ 
bour, justice, police, education : changes in the appearance and character 
of the city and island due to engineering works, surveys, roads, build¬ 
ings, filling low-lands and foreshores, docks, fortifications : also changes 
in the conditions of life, social changes, political religious and social 
movements. 

(c) Places and objects of interest including public building?, 
churches, temples, mosques and shrines, forts, place names of historic 
interest, traces of early rulers Hindu, Musalman, and Portuguese. 

The second volume should be devoted to trade under the heads of 
communications, industries, manufactures, commerce, and capital. 

Under Communications 

(a) By land : Roads and bridges, tramways and railways. 

(5) By sea : 

(l) General steam and sailing vessels. (-) Local coasting steamers 
and country craft. 

Under Industries 
(«) Labour; 

(1) Settled in the island, (2) Drawn from tho country round. 
Classes who labour, condition, character, qualifications as 
workmen, effect of railways and coasting steamers on the 
supply of labour. 

(5) Crafts: 

Classes who follow each craft or calling: their numbers, condition, 
character, qualifications; changes in the classes employed: 
earnings : processes not in detail: prospects. 

(c) Manufactures—The great development of steam industries, 
factories, foundries, workshops : information for each class ns 
under (b), 

b 1185-56 
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Contents. 


Vol. III. 


Vol, IV, 


Collecting 

Agencies. 


Under Commerce—The bulk and the value of the trade in the 
differont articles of export and import. Past changoB and his¬ 
tory illustrated by scries of statistical curves. The existing 
eourso of trade in each article: the agencies in Bombay, im¬ 
porters, brokers, or agents, wholesale dealers and distributors, 
retailers : relations with other countries as suppliers and aB 
consumers ; local and general causes of change ; prospects. 

Under Capital, lenders and borrowers, rates of interest, native bank¬ 
ing and other financial agencies. The Bank of Bombay, other 
general exchange banks ; tables of monthly and yoarly fluctua¬ 
tions in interest. 

Tho third volume should be devoted to population under the main 
divisions of tho resident people, their settlement and history in Bombay : 
tltoir occupation, character, condition, locality, mode of living, religious 
and social customs, beliefs, festivals, amusements, religious and social 
movements. For the leading classes under tiie main divisions informa¬ 
tion on the same points so far ob it is special to the class. Similar in¬ 
formation should be furnished for the classes who are migratory staying 
in Bombay during part of the year. Details of the harbour and float¬ 
ing population will be of special interest. And for strangers some 
notices of places of ontertainmont, hotels, clubs, eating and rest-houses. 

The fourth volume would be confined to administration, showing 
the history constitution and results of the leading managing bodies; the 
various Departments of Government, the'Municipality, the Port Trust, the 
Chamber of Commerce, Millowners* and other Associations, Societies, 
Institutions, and Clubs. 

At the end of each volume all available statistics should come in 
tabular form and so far as possible illustrated by curves. The first 
volume should supply a detailed tablo of contents for all four volumes 
and each volume should be furnished with a full index. 


5. I would notice that so far as my present information goes on 
almost all subjects abundant materials exist and can under favourable 
conditions be collected by local inquiry and from newspapers, records, 
reporls, and books. With the help of specialists and other public-spirited 
contributors, I am hopeful that a strong special staff will succeed in 
tracing with fair completeness tho steps by which Bombay has risen to 
bo the second city 04 the liim pi re in size and one of its foremost cities in 
wealth, manufactures, and trade; in tho variety anfLbandRomeness of its 
buildings; in the excellence of its water-supply and of its roads, markets, 
and docks; in the efficiency of its defences; and in the success of its 
municipal and harbour management. 


8. 1 proposo that the necessary information should he collected and 

worked into final form by three agencies : 

A,—A special establishment costing about Bs. 1150 a month. 

B-— 1 The regular Government and municipal offices and the leading 
" II. TortAPortTmat. private societies and institu¬ 
te Postal. 

13. Public Works 
It, Uailways. 


Ecclesiastical, 
Educational. 
Income-Tax. 
Judicial. 
Marine. 
Medical. 
Military. 

8. Mint. 

9. Municipal, 

10. Poliec. 


I. 

o 

3.' 

1. 

5. 

6, 
7. 


Si, Volunteering. 


15. Revenue, 

16. Customs, 

17. Excise. 

18. Land. 

1 9, Opium, 

20, Telegraph. 


lions who will supply articles 
and materials illustrating the 
history duties and results of 
each department or institu¬ 
tion. The supply' of inform¬ 
ation by Class B is not 
expected to involve any 
outlay, 
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0.—Private contributors and specialists who will write on such 
subjects as description, geology, climate, botany, natural history, trade 
and commerce, and agriculture. Except in the case of such laborious 
subjects as trade and commerce and to the poorer contributors, 
contributors under Class C will probably require neither establishment 
nor remuneration. 


Part II.—Heads of Inquiry. 

Information is available from three main sources : 

A. —Government Records, Books, and Newspaper Files. 

B. — Municipal Records and Officials, 

C. —The People. 

The following points of inquiry are proposed under 

A.-RECORDS, BOOKS, AND NEWSPAPERS. 

I. Description. 

Descriptive notice of any parts of the Town or of the Island. Views, 
references to changes in the surface of the Island. Quarrying, filling 
hollows, reclamations, making vellards, complaints of crowdedness of 
trees or of houses. 

Temperature or other daily records (except in very early papers, a 
feference to such records will be enough, since most such details have 
been compiled). Unusual or untimoly weather, sudden or excessive 
rainfalls, failures of rain, intense heat, singular cold, storms in monsoon, 
cyclones, earthquake shocks, famines, epidemics. 

Notes connected with geology, special rocks, fossil or other animal or 
vegetable remains. 

II. Production. 

Notes of the qualities, values, and uses of stones, quarries, sand, and 
earth. 

Special harvests, introduction of new crops, plants, or trees. Now 
methods of grafting. References to blights or to new diseases. 

Rotes regarding the habits of animals, especially of migratory or 
stranger birds. Regarding fish, appearance of whales, dugongs, and 
other unusual fish; plagues of flies, mosquitos, locusts, rats; notices of 
sea snakes; trade in animals, sheep, cattle, horses. Any tables or details 
of prices of animals. Shows of cats, dogs, cattle, and horses. 

III. Population. 

Settlements of new castes ; histories of castes; caste quarrels. Notices 
illustrating changes of customs, dress, food, and mode of living among 
the different classes ; also changes in the place of living and in tho style 
of houso. Any notes of drunkenness, of excessive use of opium or other 
stimulant. Any references to slaves, to European prostitutes. Notes 
on any observances, religious or other great Mahajan or Jain gatherings. 
Pilgrim traffic, consus and census details. 

IV. Agricultore. 

There will be little except what has come under plants and trees- 
Still thero may have been interesting schemes and attempts to grow 
exotics and introduce now practices. References to famines, years of 
scarcity, also years of epidemics, should come under climate. At any 
rate wherever the references may be worked up, all references should Ido 
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cherished. The information collected should refer solely to Bombay. 
It ihonld show the effect of upconntry famines on the City and Island 
uudor the following bonds : 

(«) Price of groin. 

( b) Influx of famino-stricken people. 

(c ) Development of grain traffic. 

(d) Spreaii of epidemic disease, 

(e) Increase of mortality. 

V. Capital. 

Notes regarding the Mint and the Bombay Bank. 

Notes on forms of investment; on rates of intcrost; on the hoarding 
of bullion; on different phases of speculation, time bargains, rain 
bargains, shares. Labour mortgages. Self-sale or lioroditary servants; 
investment of labour. Forced labour. 

All statements of wages are valuable, whetheV of skilled or of unskilled 
labour. An interesting point connected with labour is the classes of 
work of which the different communities have a monopoly. Any notices 
of extinct monopolies arc valuable. 

Especially grain, milk, water, and firewood priceB, that is tha prices of 
neeessarios aro interesting. 

As a rule, a reference will bo enough in the first instance, as most 
price-details havo probably already been compiled. 

Prices of land should be carefully notod. The Collector’s office is 
trying to prepare tv full account of the increase in the value of land at 
different times and i« different parts of the Island. Notes on sales 
of land require care or they in ini cad. What interest and title was 
transferred by the sale? Was the interest complete? Was tbo tillo 
free from donbt? How far was tbo land transferred burdened by 
cliargos ? Was the price at the time of transfer considered high, low, 
oi' fair ? Rents of houses or shops at any time are useful and should ho 
noted. 

YT. Trade. 

References to early road-making, cost of compensation, cost of making. 
Statements of mileage under roads. 

The old Europeans used to go in p&lkhis, then in bullock carts; I think 
Mr. Patel refers abo»t 1800 to the first horse carringtfused by a Parsi in 
Bombay. Notes about the first carriage, tbo first buggy, the first and 
last omnibus, the first victoria, would be interesting. 

Embankments and vollards, causeways—Sion and J amsotji—would 
eomo under roads and bridges. Railways—Opening of G. I. P. and 
B. B. & 0. I. Forries—Any traces of ferrios through tho Island or 
from one jmrfc of tho Island to another in old timos. Steam forries 
across tho harbour Docks references (tbe account published 7th March 
1891 will help). Vessels—Special kinds of vessels, new rigging, visite 
of foreign mcn-of-war, the first steam boat. Statements of tonnage and 
details of largo ships might bo useful; but a reference to such would ho 
hotter than an extract. 

Res't Douses—To eomo under Buildings. 

Post Offices—To eomo under Administration, Post. 

Light-houses—To come under Administration, Port Trust, and Objects 
of Interest. 

Trade Returns, only references. There may bo good papers comparing 
tho returns over a scries of years or a history of the trade in a certain 
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article. Any notice of the starting of a now article of import or export 
or of some new line of trade would be interesting. 

References to Fairs might be given. 

Markets would come under Municipal Works. References would be 
valuable. 

References to Carriers and Paok Bullocks would be interesting. 

Bohoris and other packmen. 

References to exports and imports would bo enough. Any articles or 
notes on the course of trade, on tho hands through which trade passes, 
would be interesting. 

References to special trades—Cotton, Opium, Salt, would be valuable. 

The introduction of new crafts is always important. Any notea 
regarding such special crafts as Ship-building or Salt-making would be 
interesting. Under Ship-building, notes of launches, of ship’s size, rig, 
cost, and use are all valuable. Building of steamers, iron founding, 
starting of Factories (except for very early references extracts should 
not he made, as thero are other sources of information). 

VII. History. 

References to early local history valuable. (May bo articles in 
connection with some Antiquarian or other discovery.) Discovery of 
canoes or tools or other traces of early man interesting. 

In later times notice of great events with which Bombay has been 
connected. Effect of defeats. Rejoicings over victories. Preparations 
for expeditions. Visits of distinguished strangers, illuminations. Events 
of public interest, fires, storms, epidemics, condition of the people, times 
of plonty and money-makiDg, times of want and money-losing. Such 
events should, as a rule, be arranged as a year book or year statement. 
The yearly summaries, such as have for several years been given in the 
Times of India, would help. Also speeches connected with great public 
events givo an opportunity of making comparisons and tracing progress 
and development. Lord Reay’s Jubilee speech was, I believe, to a great 
exteut an historical retrospect. Probably speeches have been made at 
intervals on great public occasions where useful items of contrast havo 
been well brought out. 

Riots and disturbances important. Also cases of public interest in the 
. Courts. 

All that sheds light on the condition and mode of life of the people at 
different times. 

Any epidemic or other matter connected with public health which 
would affect the general happiness of tho people. 

State of trade at the time ; failuros and baukruptcies. 

VIII, Administration. 

All notioes of early Courts and other arrangements for administering 
justice are valuable. Arbitration Courts, 

Notices of tho boginning of Municipal Government, Health Depart¬ 
ment, Educational Department. Summaries occasionally given of past 
progress and need of further changes. Objocts and reasons at the 
beginning of Acts. 

References to Land Administration, to Surveys of the Island, Customs 
Administration, Excise, Opium, Tobacco. 

Naval and Military—Forts and Fortifications. Arrangements for 
troops, barracks, parade-grounds, volunteering. 

History of Polico. 
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Ecclesiastical. 

Management of tlie Harbour, Port Trust. 

Post and Telegraph. 

Railways and Tramways. 

Taxation—Notes of new taxes, why levied, incidence, proceeds. Dis¬ 
turbances in connection with levy of taxes. Result of disturbances. 

IX, Objects of Interest, 

All notes which give any place in tho Island an historical interest. 
Whore any important fact happened, a3 where the Sid is camped when 
(1695) they held the greater part of the Island ; any scene of old fighting; 
the burial-placo of any distinguished man. 

Any description of a place in contrast to its present condition or use 
(as the Cotton Green, now Elphinstone Circle). 

Accounts of the circumstances attending the construction of the chief 
buildings (reference to building details is all that is wanted at first). 
Buildings would include charitable institutions, 

Chiefly monamonts, statues, fountains, institutions, societies, shows, 
clubs, parks, museums. 

X. General Directions. 

All references to books about Bombay, to charts, to maps, to reports, 
should bo carefully noted. Note sets of articles about 1866 by Major 
Stoqueller on the old Artillery cantonments at Matnnga. Also recent 
articles on the Courier newspaper by Professor MacMillan. 

iVoic.—Kach note or extract must havo the name and tho date of the newspaper. 
Without this no note or extract is of any value. 

B—MUNICIPAL RECORDS AND OFFICIALS. 

A leading source of information in preparing any statistical description 
of tho Town and Island of Bombay is the Municipal Record and the Muni* 
cipal Staff. 

The Municipal Record would directly supply information under two 

heads Constitution. (1) Administration. 

In addition to information under constitution and administration, the 
knowledge and experience of Heads of Departments and other members 
of the Municipal Staff would indirectly furnish a mass of information 

regardii g ^ p^e development of tho City. 

(b) Tho supply of the people’s wantB, 

Further, as employers of labour, the Heads of tho different branches of 
Municipal Administration have on record n mass of details regarding 
wages, work-people, skilled and unskilled labour, cost of production and 
materials, which would add greatly to tho completeness of any account 
of the City. 

The details supplied by the Municipal Record roach back to tho 
foundation of a Municipality in Bombay. Under constitution, details 
would be given of the form of town management which tho Municipality 
superseded. The first Municipal constitution would be described and 
subsequent changes noted iu the qualifications and fuuetions assigned 
to the elective and administrative bodies, The classes which have had 
the greatest share of the voting and of the nominees at diflbient times 
might, bo illustrated by analysis. The growth of interest in Municipal 
affairs might be shown by tlic greater numbor of candidates and tho 
increase of votes. 
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The position and functions of the Municipal Commissioner should be 
noted and bis relations described to the Standing Committee and 
Corporation on the one hand, and to the Heads of the different branches 
of Administration on the other. A list of Municipal Commissioners and 
the chief works carried out during the term of office of each should 
follow. 

Under administration would come details of the financial history of 
the Municipality, the incidence and the yield of taxes ; loans, ordinary 
and special; how far repaid; how far met by the proceeds of special 
cesses; how far a burden on general revenues. An account of the 
different branches of Administration would follow with a statement of 
the staff by which each branch is administered and a record of the 
ordinary duties and of the special works carried out by the different 
branches since the Municipality was started. This summary would be 
an introduction to details regarding each of the main Departments : 


(1) , Finance. 

(2) Works, 


(3) Health. 

(4) Education. 


(1) FINANCE. 

The section on Finance would include details of the Departmental 
Staff, its strength, cost, and duties : an explanation of the different taxes 
and other sources of revenue : 

General. Town duties. 

Water. Licenses. 

Halalkhor. Tobacco, 

Wheel and tolls. Property, 

Miscellaneous, 

Under each of these heads would come tho history and the management 
of the tax : of the changes of rate and of yield, and, so far as available, an 
estimate of the causes of the different changes. The account might also 
contain a statement of the arrangements made for collecting receipts, 
checking frauds, and auditing accounts. A summary illustrating the 

growing pressure of departmental work at five years’ intervals would bo 
useful. 


Under Works come : 


(2) WORKS. 


(1) Drainage, 

(2) Water. 

(3) Roads. 

(4) Fires. 


(5) Buildings, 
((i) Markets. 

(7) Garden*. 

(8) Museums. 


Under each of these heads the chief points for notice are the staff: tho 
amount and nature of the routine work : the loading schemestheir cost: 
how far completed ; how far still to be carried out, 


(1) Drainage. 


Under Drainage would como the history of the chiof branches of 
drainage: 

(a) Storm Water Drains , reservoirs, drainage sluices. The character 
and object of each, wbon carried out, tho cost. How far present 
arrangements are satisfactory. Works under contemplation, their 
object and estimated c<st. 

(b) Surface Drainage .—Character of tho works, difficulties, how much 
done, style of drain, cost. Further requirements, estimated cost and 
order of urgency, 

(c) Sail age .—Style of soilage drain, how far system complete, cost to 
date '• further requirements, estimated cost and order of urgency. 
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Water. 


Roads , 


(d) Sewage.— .-Past, system, baskets, carts, night-soil depute. How far 
stilt in use. How far will bo* permanently required. How far 
drains introduced ns a substitute. Progress made : pumping stations, 
main drains, house connections, vent pipeB and vent towers; final 
outlet cost; statement of cost mileage and measurement of completed 
built sewers and pipe linos. Portions of scliomo incomplete, esti¬ 
mated order of urgeucy, cost, and time required to complete. 
Difficulties, risks, and advantages anticipated and experienced, 

(s) Latrines anil Urinals. —Construction, standard plan and flushing 
arrangements ; number, locality, accommodatiou ; how far existing 
provision incomplete. To what standard of accommodation is the 
Municipality working. 

Should finish with a statement of stall and pay and figures of office work 
aud of miscellaneous works. 1 

(2) Water. 

The information regarding water-works oomes under two main 
sections : 

(a) Supply. (6) Distribution. 

An introductory notice of the sources of supply in Bombay before 
water was brought from the mainland should be followed by the history 
of the loading supply projects : 

Yoh£r. l’ulsi. Tiusa. Paw&i. 

For each of the difEorent reservoirs should be stated tko position, size, 
and character of the works : 

(а) At the storage lakes. 

(б) Between the lakes and Bombay. 

Details of cost, time required, quantities supplied. Note increase in 
demand and in supply. Causes of increase in demand. A record of the 
increase in supply. Distribution in the Island : reservoirs, details of 
Malabar Hill and Bhandarwada ; sue and mileage of distributing pipes: 
taps, dipping wells, house connections, supply per head in different parts 
of the Oity. Portions of scheme still to bo carried out, quantity of final 
supply; how much to bo allotted 

(a) To house uses. 

(b) To factories. 

(c) To drain flushing. 

(d) To fountains and road-watering. 

Eit-her here or under drainage, a note of tho intended system of flushing 
would be interesting. Cost of all water-works, both storage and distri¬ 
bution, how far mot: 

(a) By Loans, ( l ) By Rates. 

Statement of financial position of water schemes, liow far loans can be 
reduced, liow far is the interest met by tho water-rate, how far does 
tho interest fall un general revenues, 

A statement of the chief accidents and failures of supply would be inter¬ 
esting, with available details of outbreaks of cholera or other epidemic 
traces bio to an enforced return to the uso of local well-water in conse¬ 
quence of tho non-local supply being cut off. 

(3) Roads . 

ffistory, —Under History would come references to old lines of road 
and to early methods of construction : list of the main roads when and 


1 Compare Administration Report for 1890-91, 219. 
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tinder what circumstances made, how and why named. Mileage of roads 
at beginning of Municipality and at live years’ intervale since- Statement 
to show existing miles of road made, watered) pathed, lighted, bridged. 
The breadth of roads is hardly less important than their length , 1 
Schemes for fresh linos of i*oad. Cause of delay. Frontage pur¬ 
chases and other arrangements for making new roads. Set-baoks and 
other means for improving and widening existing roads. How far are 
such changes fixed beforehand ? 

Making. —Road-making and repairing arrangements, steam rollers, 
character and quantity of methl and sand yearly used in road-making, 
road staff, out-door in-door duties, nature and amount of work, ooBfc. 
How far is cost of roads met by vehicle, toll, and public conveyanoe 
taxes P How much falls on general revenues P 

Watering, —Arrangements for watering by cart, by bullock, by hand. 
How far is fresh water, how far is salt water used P Cost of watering 
staff ? How far dono by contract ? How far it Varies at different 
times of tho year ? 

Paths. —What is the leagth and breadth of foot-paths, miles gra- 
vollod, miles paved with stone, with cement, with asphalt P How does 
each of the different styleB of pavement answer P Special difficulties in 
the way of keeping foot-paths in ordor. 

Lights. —What are the lighting arrangements, the staff, the cost P 
How many miles of road are lighted by gas : how many by oil f How 
far are present arrangements satisfactory ? Are any lighting schemes 
andor consideration P When was electric lighting introduced, how 
long was it maintained, on what in ads, at what cost? What were 
the difficulties P Why did the use of the electric light cease P Is 
there nny prospect of a revival of electric lighting P 

Bridges. —The position, date, measurements, name and origin of 
namo, cost and distribution of cost between Government, tho Munipa- 
lity, the Tort Trust, and Railway and other Companies. Traffic and 
usos of the bridge, copy and description of aDy inscription on the 
bridge. 

Traffic, —How far are traffio returns available ? The amount, the 
.stylo of traffic, horso carriages, bullock carriages, carts. Busy hours of 
the day; busy seasons of the year. Street accidents, number, cha¬ 
racter and causes. It seems more suitable to bring street accidents 
under streets than under health. 

Probably no traffic statistics are available. Still, at least for the lead¬ 
ing thoroughfares, officials connected with the roads may be able to 
furnish a useful general estimate of the amount and the character of tho 
traffic. Undor traffic a history of the changes and development of 
means of moving would be valuable—Litters or dolis, palanquins or 
pdlfchis, sedan chairs, how far formerly usod ; how far still in use : carts, 
different varieties for carrying merchandise, improvements; present 
pattern. One-builook carts, inula carts, horse carts, carriage^ for pas 
sengers, single bullock, pair bullock. Horse carriages when introduced. 
Varieties—buggies and hanaqpis when and why given up. Public 
conveyances, uansomB, omnibuses, trams. Private conveyances, hycicles, 
tryoicles, dog-carte, pony carriages, shigraffia, tongafe, phaetons, victorias, 
landaus, barouches. 

1 The listof roadset page 313 of the 1330 Municipal Administration Report seems 
not to show breadth. How far ore breadth details a variable from other source* t 
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(4) Fires. 

Former arrangements. 

Statement of existing system ^ 


Fire Provision, 189 



T.hsixes. 



Staff. 

8tafcion. 

i i Hoeo. 

Steam. | Hand, j 

Tender* 

Escaped. 

European, 

Native, 

Total, 




No. 

Coat. 

No* 

Coat. 

No. 

Coat. 


1 

i 










The distribution of fire stations, the means of communicating news of 
fires, the arrangements in the station, time required 

(a) to start from the station, (b) to reach the Beene of fire. 

The cost of the stations 

(a) Tho ground, (h) Tho building. 

Tho cost of engines and the expenses of the staff. When the existing 
system was introduced ? How far the existing system is complete and 
what changes and what additional stations, engines, and staff are pro¬ 
posed P What are the conditions of Bombay as regards firos p What 
are its special safeguards ? What its special risks ? A statement or 
table of fires would be valuable, showing the month, the locality, the 
number, the cause, and the estimated Iobs. To prevent this table proving 
nnwioldy, it will be advisable to group the smaller fires, say all fires 
causing less than Us. 10,000 of damage. The totals of these smaller 
fires might be shown under the different heads of the statement and the 

following summary added as a footnote. Thus: Of the.fires 

causing loss of less than Rs. 10,000,.caused between Ks. 10,000 

and Rs. 9000, ..between Rs. 9000 and Rs. 8000, and so on in 

decreases of Rs, 1000. Details of notable, long-continued, widespread or 
destructive conflagrations would be valuable. 1 

(5) Buildings. 

Municipal Offices. Fire Stations. 

Markets. Cottle Sheds. 

Police Stations and Quarters. Latrines. 

A return should be furnished of the leading Municipal buildings, their 

P ositions, date of builcfing, cost of construction, accommodation, and use. 
n the case of the Municipal offices, the leading markets, and the Polico 
stations, some full description is probably available in printed form, 

(6) Markets, 

The following details should be given in table form : 


Markets. 189 
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Besides these details, some account is required of the arrangements 
for securing order, cleanliness, and lighting in the different Municipal 
markets. During what houvs of tho day is tlio market open to the 
public ? Details should be given of tho quantities of the different arti¬ 
cles offered for sale and the quantities sold, with a statement of how the 
remainder is disposed of. In addition to the administrative, details, of 
which official record is probably available, the Superintendent of tbe 
Market or other experienced official con Id furnish much general infor¬ 
mation regarding Bomliay marketing. To what classes of the population 
do tho sellers and stall-holders belong? Whatarrangomentsdo stall-holders 
usually make for securing a stall and for renewing their stock? Of' 
what articles or class of articles is the supply sufficient, of what insuffi¬ 
cient ? From where do the different articles come? Through what 
hands do they pass between the grower or rearer and tho retail market 
Stall-holder ? The increase in price from the grower to the stall-holder 
or other retail-seller. Haw far of late years has tbe cost increased or 
diminished ? What is tho cause of the change ? How far does there 
seem a fashion in the demand for articles? How far have certain 
articles come into demand and again fallen into disfavour ? Special 
interest attaches to any new articles or to the opening of any new 
sources of supply by the spread of railways or by rapider steamers. The 
seasons when the different articles come to market. Changes in supply, 
changes in price. Again, an account of marketing from the buyers f side 
would bo interesting. What classes come to buy? From what parts 
of the City do they come ? Among what classes do servants, do women, 
do men, carry on the marketing ? What portion of the day is tho 
buying time for the leading articles of daily consumption ? At what 
hour of the day do the different classes of buyers, tho rich the middle 
and tho poor attend the markets ? How far have any classes or races 
a special weekly market day ? If so what is the day ? What observances 
have the buyers and sellers of different races ami of different articles foir 
luck or to keep off the evil eye ? When marketing do any classes, 
observe any practices or rites in honour of tho guardian or spirit of the 
market placo P How far is there any feeling that it is lucky to begin a 
day’s purchases or sales with some particular article, or by a transaction 
with a person belonging to some particular class, sox, or ago ? 


List' of Gardens: 


(7) Gardens. 
Municipal Gardens, 189 


Name. 

Ponitinu. 

When 

Magic- 

Area. 

Cost of 

Staff. 

Visitors. 

Receipts 

Making, 

Keeping. 

Visitor 3’ 
Feet}, 

Produce 

Seles, 












Besides the tabular statement some description of each garden 
should be given: its attractions, walks, water, grass, trees, Bhrubs, flowers* 
animals. Has it.any temples or shrines, monuments, fountains, or other 
objects of intofost, including rare or notoworthy shrubs or trees ? Under 
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wh&t circumstances was the garden made ? Hew was the cost distribut¬ 
ed ? A list of cagos, fountains, or other gifts, with value, date, and name 
of giver. Under cost of keep, the quantity of water used and the charge. 
Under visitors the classes who come, the time of day they come, how they 
spend their timo in the garden ; on what occasions special numbers visit 
the garden. Are any local fairs held in the garden? How far is the 
garden used as a picnic place, at what season, by .what classes ? Under 
staff should he shown the strength of the watch op police. What offences 
are committed in the garden, thefts, assaults, damage to trees P Under 
recoipts, gate-money, when levied, at ■what rates- Who attend on free 
days, who on foo days ? What income is derived from the Bale of articles 
grown in the garden ? Development of income from sales of produce. 
Future increase of this source of profit. 

( 8 ) Museums. 

Tho name, position, cost, date of founding, staff, description of build¬ 
ings, list of contents or at least a summary of' contents and a note of 
the chief objects of interost in tho colleeiion. The chief wants of the 
institution, any scheme for developing and completing it. Receipts from 
fees or other sources. When and at what rate fees are charged ? 
What numbors attend, to what classes they belong ? What is their 
object in coming ? Is the Museum formally uBed for educational 
pnrposes p If so, what subjects are taught and to what class do the 
learners belong ? 

(3) IIEALTJT. 

Administrative staff. Work done; quantities of garbage nnd night- 
soil romoved- Improvements required. Difficulties in enforcing health 
rules, Unhealthy conditions in different wards or quarters of the City. 
Improvements in the past; present shortcomings; fnture expectations. 
Vital statistics for a series of years. Details of births and deaths 
grouped—by ward or district; by months; by caste or race ; by sex. 
For deaths in addition by age, by occupation, by different forms of 
disease. Violent deaths, murders, suicides. Accidental deaths, by falls 
from trees or heights, by five, by falling houses. By risks of calling, 
hy street accidents. Under all these heads tho details seem remarkably 
complete; with careful and intelligent grouping, the results would be 
specially interesting. Some account should bo given of the chief 
epidemics of which record remains. The time each lasted, the begin¬ 
ning, the waxing, thS waning, the disappearance. The spread of the 
disease through the different wards ana quarters of tho City. What 
paste, calling) sex, or age seemed specially open to attack or freo from 
attack, Tho leading symptoms of the, diseaso at its different stages. 
The special measures taken to arrest the disease and to separate the Bick. 
The treatment and its results. Any insight obtained into tho origin, 
the spread, or tho dieappearanco of the disease. Chances of similar visita¬ 
tions. Prevontivo and curative measures to be adopted, 1 

The Health Department have valuable information on tvyo additional 
subjects, Of those one, the account, of which might eomo under crafts 
aud callings, arc details of dangerous and unwholesome trades and 
commodities. In treating this subject the licensing rules might be 
described, tho localities set apart, the different unwholesome or dangerous 
callings and the conditions enforced. The income from liconse fcos, the 
duties and the cost of supervision, the offences against the rules. 


1 Administration Beport for 1800-91,37*-665, 57G-579. 
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The other subject regarding which tbo Health Department has 
special information is markets. Details of the enforcing of health rules 
and of the punishment of dealors in unwholesome food are of special 
value. Probably many of the details regarding the social aspects of the 
markets may be best obtained from officials connected with the Health 
Department. 1 

The full details supplied by Inspector Higgins for tho Bandra 
Slaughter-house in the Thina Gazetteer show how much valuablo inform¬ 
ation is available. 


(4) EDUCATION. 

Under Education would come an account of tho share the Municipality 
takes in supporting schools. For the Municipal schools the following 
details should as far as possible be supplied. The position that iB the 
ward and street, the name or number of the school, tho style of building, 
the rent paid, the accqjnmodation with or without play ground or 
gymnasium, and the language taught—English, Vernacular, Classic or 
othor language, other subjects taught, any craft or physical training. 
The teachers, number, pay, race, qualifications. The pupils by race 
and sex. Their parents’ calling and place of living, the rates and 
amounts of fees, the cost of the school; a list of gifts, prizes, and endow¬ 
ments and the rosulta of examination. The defects of existing arrange¬ 
ments, tho developments and improvements under consideration. How 
far aro the educational officers of tho Municipality the proper authorities 
to show the extent to which the different castes and classes in the 
different parts of tho City know to read and write and are sending their 
boys and girls of school-age to school ? How far are tbo Municipal 
schoolmasters or other officials in a position to show to what extent the 
different classes have overcome their distrust of school influence for girls 
and of English and other higher education for boys? How far the 
higher education has been overdono and is now the subject of a re¬ 
action P' To what causes this re-action is to bo traood and what remedies 
can be snggostedP How far has the idea of technical—that is of 
craft—schooling found favour P What classes take to this form of craft 
training ? How far is their object the hope that tho Technical Institute 
may prove a side-door to Government service ? How far do the parents, 
how far do the lads intend to earn their living by tbc practice of a craft ? 
Of the lads who have passed through tho Institute, are details available ? 
How many are earning their living by the exercise of qualifications 
obtained from their training in the Technical Institute 3 *? 

In addition to the purely Municipal administrative details, the chief 
Subject on which the Municipal records can Bupply information is the 
Development of tho City, The history of the taxes is an index to the 
growth of population and wealth ; the houBe-tax to the number and value 
of houses ; the animal and vehicle tax to wealth and business. The record 
of works done is a second important factor in any record of progress, 

Loss directly the Municipal registration system supplies for a long 
series of yeags highly useful details of the price of lpnd and of tho value 
and numbers of buildings in tjjjO different parts of the City. This mass of 
information is chiefly available and might be most serviceably arranged 
under the different Municipal wards. 
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* Administration Report for 1890-91, 563-566. 

2 Compare Administration Report for 1890.91, 690- 596. 
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TViinfc.—A statement of the limits of each ward : its area : mileage of 
streets of different classes ; number of buildings of different classes ; number 
of people, greatest density, least density, average. How far evenly peopled : 
how far empty spaces mixed with crowded areas, Is the ward on the 
whole a rich or ft poor quarter : is it rising or waning ? What changes 
have taken place since the Municipality was started or from other t*on- 
venient epoch ? Spread of buildings, growth of factories, increase in the 
different castes and races, changes in the occupation and condition of the 
people? What character does the ward bear for order, health, cleanliness, 
prosperity ? What changes can be noticed under these heads during the 
lust twenty or other available term of years ? 

In illustration of these genera) remarks would follow tables or abstract? 
showing tho registration of properties in each ward : different classes of 
properties : increase in houses : increase in rents : decrease in rents. This 
through a series of years would throw valuable light on the condition of 
Bombay, especially if cave were* taken to show in what portions of wards 
property values and rents had risen or fallen, and as far as possible what 
was tins cause of change. 

In recording these changes in the number and valuations of properties, 
care must be taken to show when the rise is due to the enhanced valuation 
of existing properties ; to the erection of fresh buildings ; to increase of 
rate; to properties previously existing but formerly untaxed. 1 

Indirect information of change in the value of land and house property 
is also available from the following sources 3 : 

(1) Street set-backs. 

(2) Sales of Municipal lands. 

To avoid the risk of misleading, this information should bo compiled 
by Some one acquainted with the conditions under which the set-backs 
wore effected and the Municipal lands sold. The following details would 

be required : , Tr , 

Land Values. 


Year. 

Ward. 

Street. 

Area. 

Cost ter Squamt Yard. 

1 

Remark*, 

Most, 

Least 

Average. 









Buclamations. 


A further point on which the Municipal Reports contain valuable 
information is the filling of low land. Details might be given in tho 

following form 8 : _ . . 

Land llaistng. 


Year. 

Locality, 

Area', 

Height. 

Cost. 







1 Administration Report for 1890-93, 13,104. 

8 Administration Report for 18110-91, 294-29G, 305, 
3 Compare Administration Report for 1890-91, 280. 
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As the filling of its low lands is at once one of the greatest and most 
characteristic improvements effected in the Island of Bombay, all available 
details should, if possible, be collected. 

C—POPULATION. 

The third leading source of information is enquiry regarding the 
people. The chief points of enquiry regarding the people follow in detail 
for Hindus arid for Musalmdns. Further repetition seems unnecessary 
since, with very slight adaptations, the same questions suit the ease of 
the other main classes of Bombay Population Christians, Parsis, Jews, 
Armenians, and Chinese. 

HINDUS. 

1, Census figures will be entered in the Compiler’s office. In what 
out-of-India places are members of the caste found; in what parts of 
India beyond Bombay Presidency limits ; in what parts of the Bombay 
Presidency out of Bombay City ? Information regarding the distribu¬ 
tion of the caste over the different wards of tho city and island should* 
be noted, especially any ward, street, or square where the caste muBters 
strong enough to have the locality called by its name either officially or 
in common talk. How do the 1891 census details compare with the 
details of former censuses or with any other available information 
regarding their strength and distribution iu Bombay in former years ? 

a. Details of origin come under the two heads of tradition and book 
references. Traditions should be recorded with any available notice of 
the source of the tradition. Where book references are available, the 
authority should bo quoted with details of chapter and verae. Tho 
Bombay history of a caste conies under three divisions : 

(a) The history and condition of the class before their arrival in 

Bombay. 

(b) The cause and date of their coming to Bombay. 

(c) Their lifo in Bombay. 

Under (c) comes a notice of their connection with or share in important 
evonts since their arrival in Bombay. Any change in their religious 
leaders; in the position and relations of the caste to other castes'; in their 
appearance, Bpeeeh, dress, style of house, placo of abode, way of living, 
social and religious practices, social position, employment, condition. 
How far do they continue to own land and houseg and maintain connec¬ 
tion with the part of the country where they were settled before they came 
to Bombay ? Do they consider themselves natives of Bombay ? If so 
how many years have passed since they first came to regard Bombay as 
their home ? 

Four points indirectly throw light on origin and history : home-speech, 
names, surnames, household gods. Tho name of the dialect or the cause 
to which the peculiarity of speech seems traceable. The names in com¬ 
mon use for men and for women. Has any change in names been recently 
introduced? To what is the change due ? What are the chief surnames, 
and how far are surnames relics of difference of tribe ? Is this difference 
taken into account in settling weddings? If so, what is the rule? 
Must both the girl and tho boy have the same or must they have different 
surnamos ? The name and the district where the chief shrine of the 
family deity is should be recorded. 

3. The subdivisions of tlie caste or tribe. Tho origin of tho sub¬ 
divisions. How far. are the different subdivisions distinct communities ? 
Do the members of tho different subdivisions eat together? Do they. 
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intermarry 9 In tho higher caates the family stocks or gotras are valua¬ 
ble. How does the question of gotra affect a marriage 9 

4. How do you recognize a man or a woman of the caste ? Have they 
any peculiarity of face, figure, or bearing 9 Which of the well-known 
classes are they like ? And in what respects are they peculiar 9 In the 
case of classes which seem to yon to represent tho earliest peoplo of the 
island, information under the head of appearance Bhould, if possible, be 
full. In such cases tho chief points to notice are, in comparison with 
ordinary Hindus, size, shape, strength, liability to any special disease, 
length of life, colour of skin, expression of feature, form of face, size and 
colour of eyes, style of features, height of nose, thickness of lips, promi- 
nonco of cheek bones, and texture of hair, 

5. Under speech the chief point is, how far the home tbnguo differs 
from tho standard Hindu dialect, and how far it differs from what the 
people themselves talk in public 9 The differences are chiefly of two 
olasses: pronunciation of letters and use of strango words. The source 
of the peculiarities should, if possible, be noted. Ts there any trace of a 
former disused home speeeh 9 How far in the case of K&nrithi or other 
Telugu, Tftmil, MalaMri or Kanarese castes is Marathi taking the place of 
their former home-speech 9 How far is Gujarati taking the placo of 
Urdu, Marwari, Hindi, or other northern dialect 9 How far in any c.asto 
is English becoming the home-speech ? When any change of homo* 
speech ean be traced, kindly ascertain tho date and origin of the change : 
the section of tho family who first took to the change, tho father, the 
mother, the school boys or girls. How far and with what results is this 
change of home-speech likely to spread 9 

6. fn what stylo of a house do tho rich, tho middling, tho poor 
families of tho caste live 9 How far and with what results have the 
conditions of Bombay resideuco interfered with family life 9 How far 
does the number of men exceed the number of women and the propor¬ 
tion of adults to children exceed tho normal proportion ? What are the 
effects of this and other special Bombay conditions on the style of 
house ? How far among the rich, middling, and poor does the family 
own the houso 9 How far does it rent a whole house : how far has it 
only rooms in some barrack or chdl ? How far are rich, well-to-do, and 
poor dwellers in chah long settled in tho same dial 9 How far are they 
able to fill the chdl yith families of their own olaBs or their own 
country'? What houso arrangements do bachelors or men whose wives 
are up-country make 9 How far do they live with relations or friends 
as one of the family : how far do they live in inns, in clubs, in lodg¬ 
ings 9 In tho different classes of house or lodging what rents are 
charged and what sleeping, cooking, bathing, and closot accommodation is 
provided 9 In all eases the stato of the house, its cloanness or untidi¬ 
ness, the household goods, tho quantity and value of cooking vessels and 
dishes, the staff of servants, and the number of useful or of pet animals, 
are valuable as evidence of character and condition. 

7. Are the caste excessive or moderate eaters 9 A re they good cooks 9 
Is there anything special, anything provorbial, about their style of cook¬ 
ing and their favourite dishes ? What ii their every-day food ? Do 
they observe any peculiar practices at meals; have they any special 
holiday dishes 9 When and what sort Of caste feasts do they give? Is 
animal food eaten 9 If So, when and what kinds P Is flesh eaten Only 
after being sacrificed, or only on holidays, or bow ? To what deity is the, 
animal sacrificed ? Is it the cost or is it religions scruple that prevents! 
animal food being regularly used 9 Has there been any change of late 
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as regards eating animal food ? To what is the change due ? What 
arc the peoplo’s views about eating cattle, swine, or poultry ? 

8. Do they drink, smoko, or otherwise ubo intoxicants ? If they 
drink alcohol, are they temperate in its uSe ? Ho they take it daily or 
only on Special occasions ? Are any other stimulants or narcotics used ? 
If bo, what and how and when are they taken ? Has there boon any 
recent change in the amount or in the kind of stimulant? If so, to 
what has the change been duo ? 

9. What is characteristic in the dress of the men, the women, and 
the children of the caste ? How do the men wear their head and face 
hair ? How do the women wear their hair ? Do they deck it with 
flowers ? Do they use false hair V Are the men and women neat and 
tasteful in their dress ? Have they any special liking for gay colours ? 
Note any peculiarity in the articles of the men's ordinary dross, the loin¬ 
cloth, waistcloth, shouldercloth, jacket, headscarf cap or turban, and 
shoes. How in form or material does their holiday and their ceremonial 
dress diffur from thoir every-day dress ? Have there been recont changes 
in the shape or material and to what have tho changes been due ? Where 
are their clothes made? Where are they bought? The same for 
women’s dross, noticing specially how tho robe is worn. Do most families 
have a good stock of clothes for ordinary and special wear? What 
ornaments do the men and tho womon wear ? Is there anything special 
.in the style ? What tokens of mourning are usually worn by men, by 
women, by children ? On what occasions are signs of mourning worn : 
how long does the wearing of mourning last: how far is its wearing 
optional ? 

10. Describe the daily life of a man, a woman, a child. What are 
their ordinary hours of work, their busy season, their slack time, their 
holidays ? Trace the life of a man and a woman through their different 
stages from childhood to age. Iu unsettled castes note generally how 
they divide the year between Bombay and up-eoantry and their mode of 
life in each division of their year. 

11. What is their position in any local caste list ? What position do 
they claim for themselves? With whom will they eat and meet socially 
on an equal footing ? What classes hold aloof from them ? From what 
classes do they hold aloof ? Has there been any recent change in this 
respect ? 

12. What is the social, religious, and business reputation of the 
casta? What characteristic is shown in their own customs and pro¬ 
verbs or in their neighbours’ proverbial or other estimate of them ? 
How far are they clean, neat, idle or hard-working, honest-, sober, thrifty, 
hot or cool-tempered, hospitable, orderly, religious ? What is their 
character for enterprise? How far aro they travellers by land or by 
aoa ? By land what parts of India outside of the Bombay Presidency 
do they visit ? Do thoy travel by land to auy places beyond the borders 
of India ? Where do they go by sea;' with what object do they go, with 
what results ? Have they always been ready to travel or is this fond¬ 
ness for travelling a now development? Any information regarding 
their existing and past settlements westwards in tho Persian Gulf, 
Arabian and Red Soft and East African Coasts : and eastwards in Ceylon, 
Burma, Siam, the Straits Settlements and Java or China, with details 
of their object in travelling, their life in foreign parts, the extent to 
which and the means by which thoy maintain Hindu rules in foreign 
lands, is an interesting and important feature in the account of many 
Bombay castes, How far among this class has the more recent practice 
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of travelling to Europe been introduced ? What are the difficulties, tho 
objects, and the results? How far in Bombay is the class settled or 
migratory? if migratory what portions of the year do they spend in 
Bombay ? Where do they live when absent from Bombay V How far 
ia their migratory character disappearing ? Are they beginning to 
settle iu Bombay all the year round ? If so to what is the change 
due? 

13, Is the class by name or by history associated with any special 
craft or calling? If it is, how far and under what circumstances has tho 
practice of their special calling ceased ? By the exercise of what calling 
do the bulk of the class earn their living? In what other ways do 
members of the class support themselves? Do they enter Government 
service in its higher revenue and judicial branches, or as clerks, as 
police, as soldiers, or as mechanics in the Mint, Dockyard, Arsenal, or other 
Government workshops ? How far do members of the ciasB enter the 
service of the Municipality, of the Port Trust, of the .Railways, or of trad, 
ing, manufacturing, and other companies ? What is the school or college 
training of those who enter these branches of service ? At what age do 
thpy begin to draw pay ? On what pay and position do they begin and 
to what pay and position do they rise ? Of those who enter one of the 
professions what is the training 

(o) in school and college ? 

(h) as assistants or apprentices ? 

What are the duties of their profession ? At what age does the pro¬ 
fession begin to support them ? What measure of success in- income, 
position, and respect may the profession be fairly expected to secure P 
■How far do the wives and daughters of men in Government service or 
in professions add to the family income or aid it by their services ? Of 
those who go into trade what branches of trade do they generally follow ? 
How far arc they hereditary dealers in any article of trado or merchandise? 
Do they enter into new lines of business? What is their training; 
what is their success ? Prom whom do they buy, to whom do they sell ? 
Do any members make a living as manufacturers? If so, what do 
they make ? Du they work by steam or hand power? What is the 
character and size of their factories? Do the wives or daughters of 
merchants and traders add to the family earniugs or aid the family by 
their services ? 

In what articles do those of them who arc shopkeepers generally deal ? 
It their business wholesale or retail ? From whom do they buy, to whom 
do they sell ? What is their training at school and in the shop? What 
amount of success may they look for? What would bo considered 
marked success, moderate success, and failure? How far do the wives 
and daughters of shopkeepers add to the family income or aid it by their 
services r Do any men of the class take service as sailors or as soldiers ? 
If so, do they take service in sailing vessels or in steamers and as 
seamen, captains, or engineers ? Do they make long voyages and visit 
distant lands? If so, where do they go? Has the class now or had it 
formerly a name for skill and daring as sailors ? How far do they take 
service in the army ? If so, in what branch do they serve ? Are they 
ready to undergo foreign service ? Is the practice of any craft specially 
associated with the name or with the history of the class ? What 
training or apprenticeship do they undergo ? How long does the 
training last? What processes have they to learn? What articles 
have they to make ? At what age and after what experience are they 
considered master workers ? How far is a fairly skilled worker sure of 
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employment? What is his position? Is he an independent dealer 
buying the raw material with his own money and selling the finished 
article: or does he work for somo moneylender or other man of capital 
who advances funds : or does he work under some fellow-craftsman who 
supplies the raw material and takes the risk of disposing of the finished 
article and pays the worker by the piece? In each of these different 
positions what are highest average and lowest gross and net earnings ? 
How far is the craft hereditary with those who practise it? How far 
Lae it been lately adopted as a means of living? If so, how did the 
workers previously support themselves ? What changos have recently 
taken place ? How far has the spread of steam factories interfered with, 
how far has it helped their craft? If the products of their craft have 
been more or less ousted by factory products, to wlmt calling have the 
craftsmen taken ? How far do they practise other crafts r how far have 
they found work in factories: bow far have they fallen to he unskilled 
labourers ? 

Of thoso who go abroad to earn their living what craft, trade, or 
occupation do they follow when abroad : and how do they employ them¬ 
selves when they return to Bombay or to their native country P Of 
those who are migratory and live only part of the year in Bombay, what 
is their occupation when up-country at (heir homos ? 

14, Condition is closely connected with calling. Is their craft or 
calling prospering or declining? If so to what is the change due ? I'f 
there is little ebango is their work steady or well paid, or 5a it uncertain 
or poorly paid ? Has there been any change of late years ? 

15. Take a representative family, a man, a wife, two children and 
one aged relation or dependant, and estimate their expenditure, their 
way of living being neither miserly nor extravagant. If it is not pos¬ 
sible to give detailed or precise estimates, still under the leading heads 
extremes of expenditure may generally be fixed. Of ordinary expendi¬ 
ture under house the cost of the house to build and to rent- The value of 
the furniture and other household goods, the outlay on servants’ wages 
and on tho keep of domestic animals. The ordinary charges for food 
and drink. The yearly outlay on dress and the value of the clothes in 
store. Under Hpecial expenditure details should ho given of the charges 
incurred on occasions of bit th, tbreadgiriling, marriage, coming of age, 
pregnancy, and death. In each case tho difference of cost should be 
shown when tho ceromony is fora son and for a daughter. 

16, Are the class on the whole indebted or free from debt? What 
is the usual cause of indebtedness ? Is it their style of living, whether 
their ordinary or special expenses : or is it the state of the markets, the 
failure of demand for or tho fall in value of the products of their skill? 
From whom do members of the class generally borrow ; from professional 
moneylenders or from men of means with whom they have dealings in 
the way of trade ? Is their credit good ? At what rates do they 
borrow ? 

17. Aro the caste religious ? Have they family gods, have they a 
family priest? If so, to what caste does he belong? Do they respect 
BMhmans ? Do they call Bujihnians to conduct Lheir chief ceremonies ? 
At what ceremonies are Brahmans required ? If thoy do not call 
Btrihmans, who acts as priost ? Do they belong to any soct ? Do they 
worship the ordinary BrAhmanic gods ? If so for which of them havo 
they the greatest respect? Do they keep the regular Hindu holidays? 
If so, which are their chief days ? Do they make pilgrimages ? If so, to 
what shrines ? Have, they a spiritual head or guide, guru ? To what 
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sect does he belong? How did they come to make him their guide ? 
What are their relations to him ? What does he do for them, what do 
they do for him? How far does their guide proselytise and try to get 
new followers ? How is the succession settled ? If they do not belong 
to a sect, what is their chief object of worship, village gods, local gods? 
How do they conduct the worship, who nets as priest, what offerings are 
Tirado, what days aro specially kept? What is the image of tho god like ? 
Whst are bis attributes? How far do they believe in sorcery, witchcraft, 
soothsaying? To what classes do the sorcerers witches and. soothsayers 
belong ? When are they consulted ? What powers have thoy ? Is 
there any special class of mediums ? What nursery or other observances 
are there to keep off ill-luck or secure good-luck ? To what extent or in 
what (uronmstances is the evil eye feared ? What rites aro observed to 
avoid or fro cure the evil rye ? How far are omens observed and astro¬ 
logers consulted ? Ho children generally have a horoscope ? If so, who 
prepares it ? What does it contain ? What does it cost ? How far do 
the class trace their success in trade or their other prosperity to the 
favour of somo god, religious leader, or saint ? If so, what measures arer 
taken, what rites are performed, to secure and maintain the saint’s or 
the guardian’s favour r 

18. Which of the sixteen regular customs or mnskdrs do the caste 
keep ? Have they any special ceremonies ? Pleasn give these in as great 
detail as possible. Follow an individual from birth to death, and give 
in detail tho rites and practices on all ceremonial occasions. Have any 
changes been made of late years ? Under marriage four points aro to Ui 
noticed: child marriage, widow marriage, polygamy, and traces of poly¬ 
andry. 

19. What special organization has the caste as a separate social com¬ 
munity? By what agency are social disputes between members of 
tho caste settlod ? How far is the settlement of disputes tliefunction of 
the religions head ? How far of an hereditary or elective social leader ? 
How far aro such questions referred to a committee of tho caste or to a 
general caste meeting ? If there is a social headman what is his title ? 
How did be gain his position and what are his duties and functions? If 
disputes are referred to a class council who chooses the members ; bow 
many members are there; is the social head the president ? What 
arrangements have they for hearing or settling disputes ? If disputes 
are reforred to a geneml meeting of the caste what arrangements have 
they for calling a meeting, for conducting a meeting, and for ascertain¬ 
ing and recording the decision of the majority ? How far has tho caste 
a trade or craft organization distinct from its social organization ? Are 
disputes relating to employment or wages settled by one headman, by a 
council, or at a mass mooting ? What sort of trade questions arise; what 
action Is generally taken ? Do the traders or the majority of tho caste 
ever organize strikes or procure the boycotting of offending classes or 
individuals ? How far has any recent change takon place in trade organi¬ 
zations ? What is the nature of the change and to what is it due ? 

20. Do they send their hoys and girls to school? If so, how long do 
they keep them and what do they teach tlyun? Do they take to now pur¬ 
suits ? Are they a rising, a steady, or a falling class ? How far are tho 
callings or crafts which at present support the bulk of tho caste likely to 
continuo to support them ? In the event of the existing employment 
failing, what chance do their history and present character give that the 
caste will succeed in finding other not leas gainful employment ? How 
far do the caste take advantage of the- new training in the School of Arts, 
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the Technical Institute, the llailway and other engineering workshops or 
in factories P How far does the caste seem unable to adapt itself to social 
and trade changes P Does any considerable number of them seem likely 
to fall to be labourers ? By what means can such a decline be stayed P 

In the case of classes who yearly come and g.o between Bombay and 
some up-country home, what is the prospect of their settling in Bombay ? 
If they settle what occupation are they likely to secure p And are the 
chances in favour of their increase or decline in comfort and well-being 
by becoming permanent dwellers in Bombay ? 

MUSALMA'NS. 

1. Please begin with a short paragraph stating tho name, sect, and 
total Bombay strength of the class, noting whether they are converts or 
strangers, and whether or not they form a separate community. 

2. In what out-of-India places are members of this class found P Jn 
what parts of India beyeftn] Bombay Presidency limits P In what parts 
of the Bombay Presidency out of Bombay City? How do the 1891 
details of strength and distribution compare with the details of former 
censuses ? What according to the 1891 census is their Strength and 
distribution in the different wards or quarters of tho city or island ? 
Note any ward, street, or square where tho caste musters strong euough 
to have tho locality called by its name either officially or in common talk. 

8. Details of origin come under the two heads of tradition and of 
book references. Traditions should be recorded with any available notice 
of the source of the tradition. Where book references aro available, the 
authority should bo quoted with details of chapter and verse. History 
comes under three divisions: 

(a) The history of the class before their arrival lu Bombay. 

( b ) The cause and date of their coming to Bombay. 

(c) A notice of their connection with important events in Bombay. 
Since their arrival in Bombay has any change taken place in their religi¬ 
ous leaders, in their position and relations to other divisions of Islam, in 
their appearance, speech, dress, stylo of houso, place of abodo, way of 
living, social and religious practices, social position, employment, or 
condition ? How far do they continue to own land or houses, and main- 
tain connection with the part of the country where they were settled 
before they came to Bombay ? Do they consider themselves natives of 
Bombay ? If so how many years liavo passed*since they first camo to 
regard Bombay as their home ? Among the points \yhicii throw light 
on origin and history are : appearance, dress, homo speech, names, and 
surnames, Any dotails on these points are valuable. Under borne speech 
the name and peculiarities, and if possiblo the source of these peculiari¬ 
ties should be noted. Under names, those in common use for men and 
women : any change in the style of names and cause of change if avail¬ 
able, Under surnames a list of as many as are available, with a note 
how far the name is tribal or local. If local, whether the name-giving 
place is in or is outside of India. 

4, By what peculiarity of face, figure, or bearing do you identify a 
man or a woman of this cla*j ? Which of the leading Musalman classes 
do they most resemble? In what respects aru they peculiar? How far 
do foreign wandering or isolated classes differ from ordinary Mu?almdns 
in size and shape, in strength or weakness, in liability to Special disease, 
in long or ehort-livednoss, in colour of skin, in liveliness or dreaminess of 
expression, in form of face, in size of oyo, in regularity of feature, in 
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height or flatness of noso, in thinness of lip, in prominence of cheek 
bones, in roundness or gauntness of check, in curl or lankness of head 
and face hair ? 

5. A few of the most marked peculiarities of their homo speech would 
he useful. How far does the home tongue differ from the standard local 
Musalmiin dialect ? How far does it differ from the public speech of the 
satno class? Are the peculiarities of homo speech more marked among 
the women than among the men ? The differences between public and 
home speech are chiefly of two classes : the odd sounding of certain let¬ 
ters, and the use of strange words. The source of the peculiarities should, 
if possible, be noted. How far is a former dialect passing into disuse ? 
How far is Urdu taking the place of Marathi, Hindi, Gujarati, or one of 
the South Indian languages ? How far is English becoming a homo 
speech ? When any change of homo speech can be traced, kindly ascer¬ 
tain the date and origin of the change : the section of the family who 
first took to the change. Was it the father, the; mother, the school boys 
or girls ? How far and with what result is this change of home speech 
likely to spread ? 

fi, In what style of house do the rich, the middling, and the poor 
families of the class live ? Row far and with what results have the 
conditions of Bombay residence interfered with family life ? How far does 
the number of men exceed the number of women, and the proportion of 
adults to children exceed the normal proportion ? What are the effects 
of this and other special Bombay conditions on the style of house ? How 
far among the rich, middling, and poor docs (lie family own the house ? 
How far does it rent a whole house P How far has it only rooms in 
some barrack or chdl ? How far are rich, well-to-do, and poor dwellers 
in dials long settled in the same chdl ? How far are they able to fill tho 
chdl with families of their own class or tbeir own country ? What house 
arrangements do bachelors or men whoso wives are np conntry, make P 
How far do they livo in ions, iu clubs, in lodgings ? In tho different 
classes of house or lodging, what rents are charged ? And what sleeping, 
cooking, bathing, and closet accommodation is provided P 

7. Of what does the ordinary, tho holiday, and tho public-feast food 
of men and women of the class consist ? Are the men and women great 
eaters or drinkers, or are they temperate in food and in drink ? Are they 
good cooks P Is there anything special, anything proverbial in tbeir 
style of cooking, and Jheir pet dishes? When anil what sort of easto 
feasts do they give ? Is beef oaten ? Has any change of food been lately 
introduced P If *so what was the change, and why was it made p 

8. Do the people of this class drink, smoke, or otherwise use aDy 
intoxicant? If so what and on what occasions? Tf they drink alcohol, 
are they temperate in its use P Do they drink alcohol daily or on special 
occasions only ? Are any other stimulants or narcotics used ? If so, 
what and how and when arc they taken ? Has tbero been any recent 
change in the amount or in the kind of stimulant ? If so to what has 
tho change been due ? 

9. What is the in-door, out-door, and eoremouial dress of men, of 
women, and of children before cmd after Bis-millah or puberty P How- 
do the men and women wear their bead hair, and the men their face hair- ? 
Do either men or women deck their hair with flowers, wear false hair, or 
dye their hair ? I so, when and in what way ? Aro the men, are the 
women noat and clean in their dress P Have they any special liking for 
gay colours, or for certain hues and shades? What is peculiar in the 
ordinary dress of the men ? The loincloth, shouldcrcloth, jacket, head- 
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scarf cap or tnrban, shoes? How does thoir holiday dress differ 
from their every-day dress in form, material, or colour ? Have any changes 
been recently introduced into the shape or material of the men’s clothes ? 
To what is this change due ? Where are their clothes made ? Where 
are they bought ? Similar details should be given for women’s dress, 
the way of wearing the dress being specially noticed. J)o the people of 
this class generally have a good stock of clothes for ordinary wear and 
for special occasions ? What ornaments do the men and the women 
wear on ordinary days and on spocial occasions ? Is there anything 
peculiar in the form or material of their ornaments ? An examination of 
the namos of ornaments sometimes yields valuable information on two 
points 

(a) the foreign nation from whom the ornament has been borrowed ; 

(1) the original substance, grain, leaf, fruit, tooth or claw, of which 
the metal ornament is a copy. 

What tokens of mourning are usually worn by men and women ? On 
what occasions are signs of mourning worn ? How long does the wearing 
of mourning last ? How far is the wearing optional ? 

10. Please detail the daily life of a man, a woman, a child. What 
are their ordinary hours of work ? 

11. What social position does the class claim for themselves ? What 
position do they hold atnoeg the Musalmans of Bombay ? With whom 
will they eat and meet socially on an equal footing ? What classes hold 
aloof from them ? From what classes do they hold aloof ? Has there 
been any rocent change in this respect ? 

12. What is their social, religious, and business reputation ? Tho 
characteristics of tho class, as shown in their own proverbs' or customs, 
or in the proverbial or other estimate of them by their neighbours. How 
far are they neat, clean, idle or hard-working, honest, sober, thrifty, hot 
or cool tempered, hospitable, orderly, religious? What is thoir character 
for onterprize? How far are. they travellers by land and by sea? By 
land what parts of India outside of the Bombay Presidency and what 
places beyond the limits of Iudia do they visit ? Where do they go by 
sea ? With what object do they go and what result ? Have they always 
been ready to travel, or is this fondness for travelling a new development ? 
How far in Bombay is tho class settled or migratory ? If migratory, 
what portions of the year do they spend in Bombay ? Where do they 
livo at other times ? How far is their migratory eharactor changing, and 
are they beginning to settle ? 

13. Is the class by name or by history associated faith any special 
ernft or calling? If it is, how far and under what circumstances has 
the practice of their special calling ceased ? By the exercise of what 
calling do the bulk of the class earn their living? In what ways other 
than the practice of the main calling do members of the class support 
thomselves ? Do they enter Government service in its higher revenuo 
and judicial branches, or as clerks, as police, as soldiers, or as mechanics 
in the Mint, Dockyard, Arsenal, or other Government workshops ? How 
far do members of the class enter the service of the Municipality, of the 
Port Trust, of the Railways^ or of tho leading manufacturing and other 
companies ? What is the school or college-training of those who enter 
these branches of service ? At what age do they begin to draw pay ? In 
what pay and position do they begin and to what pay and position do 
they rise P Of those who enter ono of the professions what is tho train¬ 
ing (a) in school and collego, (A) as assistants or apprentices ? At 
what age does their profession begin to support them ? What is the 
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nature of their duties F What measure of success in income position 
and respect may tho profession be fairly expected to secure ? How far 
do the wives and daughters of men in Government service or in profes¬ 
sions add to the family income or aid it by their services ? Of those 
■who go into trade what branches of trade do they generally follow ? 
How far are they hereditary dealers in any article of trade or merchan¬ 
dise ? Do they enter into new lines of business ? What is their train¬ 
ing F What is their success? Prom whom do they buy, to whom do 
they sell P Do any mombers of the class make their living a3 manufac¬ 
turers ? If so wliat do they make ? Do they work by steam or hand 
power F What is the character and size of their factories ? Do tho 
wives and daughters of merchants aud traders add to the family earn¬ 
ings, or aid the family by their services F In what articles do those of 
them who are shopkeepers generally deal? Is thoir business wholesale 
or retail ? Prom whom do they buy, to'whom do they sell? What is 
their training at school and in the shop? To what success may they 
look forward ? What would be considered marked success, what 
moderate success, what failure F How far do tho wives and daughters 
of shopkeepers add to the family income or aid it by their services ? 
Do any men of the class take service as sailors or as soldiers P If so do 
they take service in sailing vessels or in steamers, and as sailors, captains, 
or engineers? Do they make long voyages and visit distant lands P If 
so where do they go ? Has the class now or had it formerly a name 
for skill or daring as sailors P How far do they tako service in tho 
army p If so in what branch do they servo P Are they ready to undergo 
. foreign service ? Is the practice of any craft specially associated 
with tho name or with the history of the class ? What training and 
apprenticeship do they undergo F How long does it last? What pro¬ 
cesses have they to learn f What articles have they to make F At 
what age and after what experience are they considered master-workers ? 
How far is a fairly skilled worker sure of employment? What is his 
position ? Is ho an independent dealer buying the raw material with 
his own money and selling the finished articles, or does ho work for 
some moneylender or man of capital who advances funds ; or does he 
work under some successful fellow-craftsman who supplies the raw 
material and takes the risk of disposing of tho finished article and pays 
the worker by the piece ? In each of these different positions what are 
highest average and lowest gross and net earnings? How far is tho 
craft hereditary ^ith those who practise it ? How far has it been lately 
adopted as a means of living p If go how did the workers previously 
support themselves P What change has rocently taken place ? How 
far has the spread of steam factories interfered with, how far has it 
helped their craft ? If the products of their special craft have been 
more or less ousted by factory products to what callings have the crafts¬ 
men taken F How far do they practise other crafts ? How far have 
they found work in factories ? How far have they fallen to be unskilled 
labourers P Of those who go abroad to earn their living, what craft, 
trade, or occupation do they follow when abroad,and how do they employ 
themselves when they return to Bombay fir to their native country ? 
Of those who are migratory and remain only part of the year in Bombay 
what is their occupation in Bombay, and what is their occupation when 
up-country at their homes ? 

14, Condition is closely connected with calling. Is the craft or calling 
by which the bulk of the class earn their living prospering or declining ? 
Ib their work steady and well paid P Or is it uncertain and poorly paid ? 
Has there been any change of late years F 
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15. Trace tho life of a mao and a woman through the different 
stages from childhood to ago. In unsettled classes note generally how 
they divide the year betwoon Bombay and up-country and their mode 
of life during each division of the year, Estimate the expenditure of a 
family of husband, wif'o, two children, and ono aged relative or depoudunt 
whose living is neither lavish nor stingy, If it is not possible to give 
detailed or precise estimates, still under the leading heads extremes of 
expenditure may generally bo fixed, Of .ordinary expenditure under 
house would come the cost of the house to build and to rent, tho vnlue 
of the furniture and other household goods, the cost of servants’ wages 
and the keep of domestic animals, the ordinary charges for food and 
drink, the yearly outlay on dress and the value of the clothes in stock. 
Of special expenditure details should be given of the charges incurred 
oti occasions of birth, marriage, coming of age, pregnancy, and death. 
In each case the dilforenee in cost should be shown, when the ceremony 
is for a son and for a daughter, 

16. Aro the class as a whole indebted or free from debt? What is 
the usual cause of indebtedness? Is it their style of living, whether 
their ordinary or speeial exponscs ? Or is it the state of the markets, 
tho failure of demand for, or the fall in value of, the products of their 
skill ? From whom do members of the class generally borrow, from 
professional moneylenders or from men of means with whom they have 
dealings in the way of trade P Is their craft good ? At what rates do 
they borrow P How far do the well-to-do among them lend money P 
If so at what rates and under what namo do thoy accept intorest ? 

17. Arc the people of the class, as a rule, religious ? Do they make 
pilgrimages ? If so to what shrines ? How far do they believe in 
sorcery, witchcraft, soothsavingp To what class do. the' sorcerers 
witches and soothsayers beloug ? When aro they consulted P What 
powers are they supposed to possess? Do the people employ any spe¬ 
cial class of mediums ? 

18. Has the class a special religious head ? Who is bo ? Why was 
he chosen ? How is tho succession arranged ? Where does their religi¬ 
ous head live? What are his functions? Is he judge in civil as well 
as in religions matters ? How far do thoy consult him or seek his bless¬ 
ing in connection with their business or prospects ? Are vows ever 
made to their religious head ? What ordinary and what special payments 
do the members of the class make to their head ?» 

19. What nursery or other observances are there to keep off ill-luck 
or secure good-luck ? To what extent and in what circumstances is the 
evil eye feared ? What rites are observed to avoid or to euro tho evil 
eye? How far are omens observed and astrologers consulted P Do 
children genorally have a horoscope ? If so w T ho prepares it, what does 
it contain, what does it cost ? How far has tho class a Pir or saint to 
whose favour they ascribe their prosperity? If so what measures aro 
tftkon, what rites aro performed to secure and to maintain the saint's 
favour ? How far is the saint by whose favour prosperity is secured 
the religious head of the community ? To what does he owe his position 
as their religious head p ^Yhat ceremonies unlike those performed by 
Bunni Muhammadans do families of this class observe on occasions of 
pregnancy, birth, naming, circumoision, Bis-millah, puberty, betrothal, 
marriage, divorce, death ? With whom do members of the class marry ? 

(fl>) With all MusalmSlns of the same sect, that is if a Sunni with any 
Sunni, if a Sliia witli any Shin? 
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Appendix I; 

Hbads 
ov Inquiry. 
Population. 
Muaalrn^u*. 
Life. 


Iiulditediiess, 


Jtchyion 


CohsIU at ion. 


Ohserra nets. 



Appendix I. 

Heads 
of Ik^uirv. 
Population, 
Musftlming. 


Holiday*. 


Comnunit)u 


1 Appendix I. 

468 BOMBAY TOWN 

(h) Only among people of their own class, as a Khoja marries no Shin 
who is not a Khoja and a Sunni Bohora marries no Sunni who is 
not a Sunni Bohora. 

(c) Only with certain families of their own class p As a Sunni 
Bohora of good family marries only into certain families of hia 
own class. 

In the case of classes originally Hindus snob distinctions are important 
as they may be due to an initial difference of casto. 

20. What aro their feasts and what thoir fasts ? Notice any saint 
or Pir whose fair they aro careful to attend, any legend connected with 
the origin of the respect paid to the saint, and any service or advantage 
hig favor is believed to secure. In connection with holiday observances, 
with pilgrimages, with fairs, or with the worship of certain saints, do 
cases of possession occur ? Instances of possession come under two 
main classes: 

(«) Devotees or others who become possessed by some saint or guar¬ 
dian spirit. This is the ecstasy or kdl (literally Htate) of the 
Moharram bridegrooms ( dula) and others. 

(1) Cases of nervous seizure, hysteria, and melancholia believed to bo 
caused by the possession of jlnns or other evil spirits. 

Regarding (a) all details of holidays, local fair days, epidemics, or 
other occasions on which members of tho class fall into a state or hdl 
are valuable. Who become ecstatic ? By whom are they inspired, what 
are the signs of inspiration ? What are its results ? How far when 
ecstatic are the inspired considered oracles ? How far does inspiration 
. give power to exorcise ? 

Regarding ( b ) who chiefly aro so affected ? What spirits aro supposed 
to possess the.sick P What are the signs of possession ? What steps 
aro taken to effect a cure ? How far do certain cases of this kind yield 
to simple treatment? What course is taken with the more obstinate 
cases ? Who is the final healer and last hope of the haunted ? This is 
a subject of much intorest. How far are cases of inspiration and of 
possession becoming more common or less common P 

21, What special organization has the class as a separate social com¬ 
munity P By what agency are social disputes between the members of 
tho class settled? How far is the settlement of disputes tho function 
of tho religions head, how far of an hereditary or elective social leader ? 
How far aro such questions referred to a committee of the class or to a 
general meeting of the class ? If there is a social head, what is his title P 
How did he gainlik position and what are his duties and functions p If 
disputes are referred to ft class council, who chooses the council ? How 
many members are there: is the social head the president? What 
arrangements have they for hearing or settling disputes ? If disputes are 
referred to a general meeting of the class, what arrangements have thoy 
for calling a meeting, for conducting a meeting, and for ascertaining 
and recording the sense of the meeting ? How far has the class a 
trade or craft organization distinct from tho social organization P Are 
disputes relating to employment or wages settled by one headman, by a 
council, or at a mass meeting ? What sart of trade questions arise? 
What action is generally taken ? Do the leaders or majority of the 
class ever organize strikes or procure the boycotting of offending classes 
or individuals P How far have changes recently taken place in the 
matter of trade organizations P What is the nature of the change and 
to what is it due ? 
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22. Do they send their boys and girls to school ? If so how long do 
they stay at school and what do they learn ? How far aro the callings 
or crafts which support the bulk of the people likely to continue to 
support them ? Are the profits of their caste rising waning or steady? 
In the event of their existing employment failing, what chance do their 
history and their present attitude seem to offer that ihc members of the 
class will succeed in finding other not less gainful employment? How 
far do the class take advantage of the new training available in schools 
of arts, in technical institutions, in railway and other engineering 
workshops, and in factories? How far do they seem unable to adapt 
themselves to social and trade changes ? Does any considerable num¬ 
ber of their skilled workers seem likely to fall to the level of unskilled 
labourers ? If so by what means can such a decline bo stayed ? In 
the case of classes who yearly come and go between Bombay and some 
up-country or foreigu home, what is the prospect of their settling in 
Bombay? If they sottle what occupations are they likely to secure? 
And are the chances in favour of their increase or of their declino in 
comfort and well-being by becoming permanent dwellers in Bombay P 
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State Papers not avaifable in Bombay, 1661-1700. 



1 Court to the Earl of Marl- Instructions to Sir Abraham Shipman for taking 

borough, 10th Mar. 1061- possession of Bombay, Bruce, 11.106. 

62. 

2 King’s Orders to tho Earl Orders issued by King Charles on despatch with 

of Marlborough and Sir an armament to take possession of Bombay 

Abraham Shipman, 1661- in March 1662. Ditto ditto. 

02 . 

3 Court’s Orders to Sir Appointing Sir George Oxinden to bo President 

George Oxinden, 1061-62. of Surat with authority to Boize unlicensed 
traders. Ditto ditto. 

4 Court to Sir George Oxin- Commission and instructions to Sir Gcorgo 

don, lUUi Mar. 1661-02. Oxinden on appointing him President of 
Surat. Ditto, 1(>7. 

5 Warrant from the King to Warrant to Sir George Oxinden under the Privy 

the Company, 2ist Feb. Seal for seizing unlicensed persons in India. 

1661-62, | Ditto ditto, 

6 | Court to the Presidency of j Appointing Sir George Oxinden President at 
| Surat, 10th Mar. 1601-62. Surat, fixing his salary and position. Dillo 

i KE 

7 Court to Sir George Oxin- Instructions to assist, the King’s General and 

den, 1062-63. Admiral and tlioir armament in taking 

| Bombay. Ditto, 113. 

8 Court to the President and Referring to the treaties concluded between 

Council ,at Surat, 26th! the King and the Statcs-General; approving 

Sept. 1662, 24th Mar. | of the precautions which the Surat Presidency 

j 1062-63, 4th April 1663. had taken ; recommending that properly qua- 
I liiiod persons might bo sent to Agra and 

Ahmedabad when the Factors are withdrawn ; 
1 recommending, in regard to the arbitrary 
maimer in which tho (Moghal) Governor of 
Surat had shut up their servants, that tho 
President should endeavour to conciliate the 
Governor ; disapproving of sending an Agent 
j to the Emperor; leaving to the Surat Pre¬ 
sident and Council's discretion to disposo of 
| English broadcloths and manufactures at bo 
small a profit as to depress tho sulcs of the 
j private traders in those articlos ; and sending 
equipments to Surat of two ships and stock 
and money estimated at £66,000. Ditto, 119- 

: i2o. 

Agreement between the I Agreement made before the fleet under tho 

Commissioners of Ike Earl of Marlborough loft England to take 

Navy ami the East, India i possession of Bombay, that, after landing the 

Company, 1661-62-63. troops at Bombay, tlireo of the ships should 
bo at the disposal of the President at Surat, 
and that after it has done the particular 
service intended, the Leopard frigate should 
proceed to Goa and be offered to the Viceroy. 
Ditto, 124. 

Snic. I, Bruce’s Annals of the East India Company in three Volumes published 
at London in 1810. 

2. Italics mark papers of special value. 
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10 

11 


12 

13 


14 


15 


10 


17 


13 


19 


20 


Sir George Oxinden to Mr. 
Gerald Aungier, 16th 
Aug. 1662. 

Captain Browne of the 
Dunkirk to Sir George 
Oxinden, Bombay, 20th 
Sept. 1662: Also Mr. 
Aungier to Sir George 
Oxinden, Bombay, 26fh 
Sept. 1662. 


The Earl of Marlborough 
to Sir George Oxinden, 
6th Oct. 1662. 

Letter from tho Presidency 
of Surat to the Earl of 
Marlborough, 8th Oct. 
1662. 

Lettor from the Earl of 
Marlborough to Sir 
George Oxinden, 18th 
Oct. 1662. 

.Reply of Don Antonio do 
Mello de Castro to Sir 
Abraham Shipman, rela¬ 
tive to tile surrender of 
tho Island of Bombay, 
16th Oct. 1662. 


Surat Consultations, 22ud 
Oct. 1662, 


Mr. Aungier and Mr. Gary 
to tho Presidency of 
Surat, Goa 27th Oct. 
1662 . 

Tho President and Council 
at Surat to Captain Ri¬ 
chard Mynors, 6th Dec, 
1662. 

The President and Council 
at Surat to the Factors at 
Kirwilr and Porcat, Gtlj 
Dec. 1662. 

Tlio President and Council 
of Surat to the Court, 
6th April 1663, 


Commission and instructions to negotiate with 
tho V iceroy of Portugal regarding the freight 
of tho Leopard frigate. Bruce, II, 124-25. 
The Earl of Marlborough’s fleet arrives at 
Bombay on 18th September 1662 ; demands 
tile cession of the Island of Bombay and of 
its Dependencies; the Portuguese Governor 
evades the cession; tho treaty interpreted 
differently by the British and the Portuguese 
officers, the dispute being about the cession 
of tho Dependencies. Ditto, 126. 
f The Earl demands the cession of the Island of 
Bombay ; the Portuguese Governor objects, 
saying that the Commander of tho English 
troops, Sir Abraham Shipman, had not 
arrived ; the Earl stated tho length of the 
voyage and the number of mon wlio were 
daily dying from want of refreshment; but 
tho Portuguese Governor would not allow 
tho troops to be landed. When Sir Abra¬ 
ham Shipman arrived and demanded tlio 
cession of Bombay from Don Antonio do 
M ello de Castro, it was objected that tho 
form of the Letters or Patents did not 
coincide with the usual form observed in 
Portugal and wantod sufficient authority 
from Lisbon and from England. The Earl 
and Sir Abraham then applied to Sir 
George Oxinden to allow tho troops to 
land at Surat, but the President said thia 
would offend tho Moghal Governor who 
would oxpel the Company’s servants from 
the Surat port. Ditto, 126-27, 

The Earl of Marlborough determines to return 
to England with tho fleet. On learning this 
Sir George Oxinden held a consultation at 
Surat, when it was resolved to request tho 
Earl to leave the Converting man-of-war at 
Surat, to take on board the investment for 
England, Ditto, 128. 

Failure of Mr. Aungier’s negotiations with the 
Portuguese about the rates of freight for tho 
Leopard frigate, and the return of the Leo¬ 
pard from Goa to Surat. Ditto, 128-29. 

Sir George Oxinden’s instructions to tho 
Commander of the Leopard to sail to 
Porcat and Kdrwdr and intimation to the 
- I actors that Sir Abraham Shipman had 
been obliged to land the troops on tho 
Island of Anjidiv, twelve leagues from Goa. 
Ditto, 129. 

Failure of tho King’s projects respecting Bom¬ 
bay, and of the Company’s for bringing homo 
investments on the King’s ships; tho Dutch 
taking advantage of the opportunity to em¬ 
barrass the Company’s trade, and take posaes- 
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21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


26 


27 

28 


29 


The Court to the President 
and Council of Surat, 10th 
Aug. 1663. 

King's Memorials and the 
Answers to them, July 
1663. 


Sir Abraham Shipman’s 
proposal to Sir George 
Oxinden, 1663-64. 


Consultation of the Presi¬ 
dent and Council at Snrat, 
1663-64. 

Sir George Oxinden to Sir 
Abraham Shipman, 1663- 
64. 

President and Council at 
Snrat to tke Court, 14th 
Nov. 1663, 28th Jan. 
1663-64.1 


Court to tlio Presidency of 
Surat, 17th Max. 1664-05. 

Warrant from the Duko of 
YotIi to the Commander 
of the Chemitt Pink, 15th 
Mar. 1664-65. 

Captain Bowen Captain 
Barker and Captain 
Higgenson, to Mr. Cooke, 
Kinvar, 28th Nov. 1664. 


30 | .Return of troops, Anjidiv, 
3rd Dec. 1664. 


Subject. 


sion of Cochin excluding the English from 
every port except Karwix, Bruce, TI. 129-130. 

f On the Earl of M arlbornugh’B return remon¬ 
strance of King Charles to the Portuguese 
Ambassador on the evasion of the cession 
of Bombay; King’s Memorial of July 1663 
to the Portuguese Ambassador; subsequent 
correspondence ; interpretation of the treaty 
as to including the Dependencies of Bom¬ 
bay. Instructions from the Court to Sir 
George Oxinden for the trade on the Mala¬ 
bar Coast; orders from the Court that tho 
homeward ships should sail as a fleet and be 
prepared to deftjid themselves against any 
enemy. Ditto, 134-138. 

As the King's troops on the Island of Anjidiv are 
much reduced by sickness Sir A brah'am Shipman 
proposes to Sir Georgo Oxinden to cede the 
King’s rights over Bombay to tho Company if 
the Viceroy of Goa would agree. Ditto, 141-42. 

On consultation the President and Council at 
Surat reject Sir Abraham Shipman’s proposal. 
Ditto, 142. 

Grounds for declining proposal. Ditto ditto. 


Regarding Sir Abraham's proposal; tho Coun¬ 
cil’s consultation on it; the President’s reply 
to the proposal, with reasons saying the supe¬ 
rior naval power of the Dutch and the English 
was their only defence against the exactions 
of the Moglial Governor; state of trade at 
Surat and its Dependencies ; receipt of a grant 
from the Moglial of remission of customs 
duties. Ditto, 142-144. 
f Anticipating a Dutch war, the Court’s in¬ 
structions to narrow in tho Factories, place 
funds at interest but not invest money 
in Indian produce. Orders or warrant 
from tho Duke of York, then Lord High 
Admiral, to the Captain of tho Olmnut 
Pink despatched to bring tho King’s surviv¬ 
ing troops at Anjidiv. Ditto, 152. 

Mr. Cooke applied to these three Captains of 
the Company’s ships at Klrwar, lading popper 
for Europe, to take on board tho King’s troops 
and stores and accommodate them with a 
passage from Anjidiv to Bombay. The Cap¬ 
tains said in reply they could not deviato from 
the orders they had to return to Surat, and 
that Sir George Oxinden would despatch 
shipping from^Surat to Anjidiv. Ditto, 154-7. 
Original return of the King’s troops signed by 
Mr. Cooke, showing their numbers and 
charges, including pay from February 1662 to 
3rd December 1664, from the period of 


1 The January lette; is available, 
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Subject, 


| Muster of troops, 22nd 1 
, Feb. 16(14-66, | 

: (East India Papers in the 
' State Paper Office, Nos. 1 
] *28,229, 230,265.) 

33 | President and Oouneil of* 
Surat to the Court, 31sti 
Mar. 1665, 5th April 
1666 . 


34 


35 


36 


King’s Orders, 1665-66 


37 


Sir Gervase Lucas’ observ¬ 
ations on the papers re¬ 
specting Bombay, 18th 
Jon- 1663-66. 

(East India Papers in the 
State Paper Office, No. 
232.) 

Report from tho Duke of 
Albeniarlo, Lord Arling¬ 
ton, and Sir William 
Coventry, to the King, 
26th Mar. 1666. 

(East India Papers in the 
State Paper Office, No. 
236.) 

Court to the President and 
Council at Surat, 7th, 
24th, 31st Mar. 1665-66. 


embarkation in England to the time when they 
left Anjidiv for Bombay. Bruce, II, 156-57. 

Account of pay and disbursements to the King’s 
troops from February 1661-62 to 3rd Decem¬ 
ber 1664. Ditto, 157. 

' M uster taken at Bombay, on the arrival of 
tho troops at Bombay, by direction of Sir 
George Oxinden, by Mr. Gary on the 25th 
February and 3rd March 1664-66, showing 
the numbers of the troops surviving, and 
the inventory of stores taken by him at tho 
same time, showing cannon pieces and 
i, allots remaining. Ditto, 157. 

Effect on tho Company's settlement and trade 
of the unfortunate termination of the armament 
sent to take possession of Bombay and tho 
evading the cession of the Island of Bombay 
by the Portuguese, the Dutch taking advantage 
of the situation to increase their trade, and 
bringing articles to Herat, Buitod to the Surat 
and Indian markets, to the detriment of Eng¬ 
lish sales and purdlasos ; the English character 
for powor lowered in the oyeB of the Natives. 
Ditto, 157-169- 

Mr, Cooke’s convention with the Portuguese 
disavowed by the King and Sir Gervase Lucas 
appointed Governor of Bombay; the King 
at the same time gives assurances to tho 
Company that protection will be afforded to 
their Factories and trado by his forces occu¬ 
pying the Island of Bombay. Ditto, 168. 

f On his appointment as Governor of Bombay 

I by the hing, Kir Gervaeo Lucas had tho 
| whole of the documents transmitted by 
Mr, Cooke laid before him. Whereupon he 
made a report on the troops and stores re¬ 
quired for Bomtxiy, representing to the King 
the ruinous condition of the fortifications of 
the Island of Bombay, and the garrison 
wanted for defence. Ditto, 169. 

Sir Gervase Lucas’ report was referred by 
the King to the Secretaries of State. They 
reported that it being uncertain whether or 
not the island was in Ilia Majesty’s posses¬ 
sion it would be improper to incur so large 
an expense (£11,498 16s.) upon it. Ditto, 
169- 170, 

Sir Gervase Lucas embarks on board the Com¬ 
pany’s ship Return and obtains from the 
Company, at the King’s desire, a credit for 
£1500 on the Presidency of Surat; the Court 
issue instructions to Sir George Oxinden, 
President at Surat, to obsorvo the same pre¬ 
caution against the French as against the 
Dutch; to keep Factors at Porcat and 
Kgrwsfr ; and consign only one ship to Surat. 

| Ditto, 170-71. 
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f The President anil Council of Surat recom¬ 
mend to the Court to Bolicit the King’s per¬ 
mission to build a Factory at Bombay. 
Possession of Bombay precarious from the 
impositions of the Portuguese and the 
jealousy of the Moglial G overnment. The 
Portuguese levied from the boats from ton 
to twelve per conL duty on merchandise and 
provisions, which obliged Mr. Cooke to put 

38 President and Council of soldiers on board tho boats to resist this 

Surat to the Court, 1st demand. The cause of this trouble was Mr. 

Jan, 1(106, 16th Mar. Cooke’s not taking possession of the depen- 
1066, -1th April 1006. dencies of Bombay. The jealousy of the 

30 Mr. Cooko to the President -{ Moghul Government was heightened by 
uud Council of Surat, 21st, Mr. Cooke, who had invited native mor- 
Feb. 1 (j(jr t (jg # chants to settle at Bombay under the pro- 

40 President and Council of tcction of the English garrison ; tho Moglial 

Surat to Mr. Cooke, 1st Governor from this thought the whole to 

Mar. 1666-66. ho a scheme of the Surat President to re¬ 

move the Factory to Bombay. Mr. Cooko 
in January 1066 seized a junk belonging to 
the Moglial Governor at Surat that had put 
into Bombay ; the Governor threatened the 
President with seizure of their Factory, at 
Sural; Sir G e< irge Oiinden, President of Surat, 
thereupon sent a remonstrance to Mr. Cooko 
C on his conduct. Bmce, 11.174-173. 

r The Court make an application to tho King 
to issuo orders to Sir Gervaso Lucas, Go¬ 
vernor of Bombay, to disavow Mr. Cooke’s 
conduct in capturing the junk belonging to 
the Moglial Governor of Surat, and for its 

41 Application from tlio | restoration ; also to afford his assistance and 

Court to the King, i protection to the 1’reBidency of Surat in 

1666-67. ! preserving tho rights and trade of the 

42 Court to the President and j Company ; and in return the Presidency was 

Council of Suva?, 31st j authorised to advancu £1000 to Sir Gorvase 

Aug. 1666, 14th Sept. Lucas. The Court’s commercial instructions 
1666, 6th Oct 1666* to Surat; only one vessel consigned to Surat 

with a cargo worth £16,000; ordered tile 
investment to consist of a proportion of 
saltpetre and indigo and calicoes, and to 
obtain if possible a quantity of Carmania wool 
from Persia, Ditto, 186-87, 

4.1 Protest by Sir Gervaso Protest by Sir Gervase Lucas against Mr. 
Lucas, 15th Dec. 1066, JTumplnoy Cooke, requiring the latter to 
(East India Papers in the refund the money, 12,000 Xeraphins, extorted 
State Papor Office, Bo. from the inhabitants of the island of Bombay 
230.) and converted to his own private uso, as 

Sir G. Lucas found out by inquiry after his 
coming to Bombay on 5th ^November 1666 
and taking charge of the Government of 
Bombay, Ditto, 180-100. 
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44 

45 


44 ! 


47 


48 

49 


60 

51 


President and Council of 
Surat to the Court, 1060- 
67, 20th Mar. 1667. 

Sir G. Lucas to tho Presi¬ 
dent and Council of 
Surat, and their answers, 
9th, 10th, 2Sftd, 24th 
Nov. 1666, 4th, 10th 
Dec. 1666, 26th Map. 
1666-67. 

Sir G. Lucas to Lord Ar¬ 
lington, Bombay, SUt 
Mar. mi. 

(Bast India Papers in the 
State Paper Office, No. 
241.) 

Letters Patent by the 
King, 27th Mar. 1068. 

(Printed Collection of East 
India Charters, page 80.) 

Court to the President and 
Council of Surat, 27th 
Mar. 1668. 

Court to Sir G- Lucas, 
Governor of Bombay, 
with accompanimeut, 
being copy of tho King's 
grant, 27th Mar. 1608. 

Commission from the 
Court, 30th Mar. 1668. 

Court to tho President and 
Council of Surat, 26th 
Aug. 1667, 4th Oct. 1667. 


f Dispute between Sir George Oxinden and Sir 
G. Lucas relative to issuing passes in the 
King’s name. Correspondence consequent 
upon tin's dispute. Bruce, II, 190-192 

L 

i 

i 

> Report on the state of Bi/mtmi by Sir G. Tuans. 
Ditto, 190-192. 


;■ Granting tho island of Bombay to the East 
j India Company. Ditto, 198-99. 

Instructions to Sir George Oxinden to receive 
the island of Bombay from Sir G. Lucap. Ditto, 
199-201. 

Intimating tho grant of the island of Bombay 
by the King to the Company. Ditto ditto. 


Commission to Sir George Oxinden and tho 
Council of Surat to receive possession of Bom¬ 
bay. Ditto ditto. 

Encouraged by tho grant of the island of 
Bombay the Company adopted a more ex¬ 
tensive commercial plan in this season tlian 
they had done since the restoration of their 
Charter ; determined to enter into commercial 
competition with the Dutch ; consigned three 
ships to Surat vffith. a stock estimated at 
£60,000; ordered in return an investment 
of Surat cloths, indigo, drugs, pepper, and 
such quantity of the finer spices as the Surat 
Presidency could procure ; authoruod the 
Surat Presidency if necessary to borrow 
money, without being limited either 1 in the 
amount or the rate of interest. Again in the 
spring of 1668 three more ships were opnsign- 
ed to Surat with cargoes of broadcloths, 
pepper, lead, tin, and bullion to the amount 
of ,£70,000 under similar orders As the 
autumn ships respecting the investment; trade 
between Surat and Bantam to be revived; 
orders about the subordinate Factories ; tho 
Court send Sir George Oxinden in recog¬ 
nition of his services a gold medal and £400 to 
be distributed among his Council. Ditto, 201- 
203. 


b 1185—60 
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62 


63 


64 


65 


66 


67 


68 


TiUc and Hate, 


Sir George Oxindon to 
Lord Arlington, Surat, 
24th June 1667. 

Correspondence between 
Mr, Cooke and Captain 
Gary, and the Officers at 
Bombay, 9th, 30th Aug. 
1667, 8th, 9th, 10th Oct. 
1667. 

Proclamation of Captain 
Gary declaring Mr. Cooke 
a traitor, 15th Oct. 1667. 

Mr, Gary to the King, 
Bombay, 12th Dee, 1C67. 

Mr. Gary to the Earl of 
Clarendon, Bombay, 12th 
Dee 1067. 

Mr. Gary lo Lord Arling¬ 
ton, Bombay, 12tli Dec. 
1667. Statement of the 
revenues of Bombay in¬ 
closed in the preceding 
letters. 

(East India Papers in the 
State Paper Office, Nos, 
243, 245, 246, 248, 249). 


Court to the President and 
Council of Sumt, J,th Any. 
JOGS, ‘Mfth Mug. 166d, 
10th Mar. 1GG0. 

Court to the Chief and 
Council at Bombay. 10th 
Mar. IGOS'OO. 


Subject. 


Death of Sir G. Lucas at Bombay (21st May 
1667) communicated to the Secretary of 
State by Sir G. Oxinden, who also informod 
him of tho reconciliation between himself and 
the deceased before Iris death, and expressed 
regret for the loss. On hearing the death 
of Sir G. Lucas, Mr. Cooke, who had been 
dismissed and was at Goa under the protec¬ 
tion of the Jesuits, by letter addressed Mr. 
Gary, and claimed his right to succeed to the 
Government. Mr. Gary and hiB Council 
rejected Mr. Cooke’s claim to Government. 
Mr. Cooke comes to Btadra on Salsotte, 
)■ assembles a force, assisted by the Jesuits, to 
re-establish himself on the island of 
Bombay, Mr. Gary proclaims him a rebel 
and a traitor; Sir Georgo Oxinden refused 
to receive or encourage him at the Factory 
of Surat. The whole of these parties refer 
the matter in dispute by letters to tho 
King, to the Lord Chancellor, and to the 
Secretary of State, Mr. Gary's letter to tho 
King contains an account of the state of 
the Treasury and the measures ho had 
taken. Mr. Gary's report on the revenues 
of Bombay. Bruce, II, 212 - 216. 

Appointing Sir George Oxinden Governor 
and Commander-in-Chief at Bombay with 
power to nominate a Deputy Governor from 
his Council, to reside on the island ; and 
framing general regulations with the view 
of rendering the island of Bombay an 
English colony, the font to be enlarged or 
strengthened, a town to be built, inhabitants 
to be chiifly English, and la be exempted for 
five years from the payment of customs 
duty; calicoes manufactured in Bombay, 
silks, cotton yarn, bullion, and jewels, to be 
permanently exempted from duties; the 
^ revenues (£61,90 per annum! to be improv¬ 
ed ; Protestant religion to be favoured; 
manufactures of all sorts to be encouraged ; 
a harbour with docks to be constructed ; sol¬ 
di*™ with their wives and families to be 
sent from England ; an armed vessel of ISO 
tons to be stationed at Bombay. Determining 
to jtersevere in enlarging their trade on the 
west of Jndia, the equipments to Surat 
being 1200 tons of shipping and the stock 
worth j£70 : 000 in goods and money ; direct¬ 
ing that the investment should consist of 
Surat cloths and Malabdr pepper; agencies 
to be established at Karwrfr, Calicut, and 
Foroat. ] )itto, 223 - 227. 
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60 


61 


62 

63 


64 


65 

66 


67 

68 

69 


70 


Account of Receipts,1667- 

68 , 

(East India Papers in the 
State Paper Office, No. 

257, ) 

Mr. Gary to Sir Joseph 
Williamson, Secretary of 
State, Bombay 6th Oct. 
1668. 

(East India Papers in the 
State Paper Office, No. 

258. ) 

King’s warrant to the Go¬ 
vernor of Bombay, 1668. 

Commissioners at Bombay 
to the Presidency at S wat, 
28th Sept, 1668,30th Oct. 
1668. 

(Surat Letter Book in the 
Indian Register Office, 
vol, lviii. page 7.) 

Bombay to Swat (from 
the Commissioners at 
Bombay to tho Presi¬ 
dency of Surat ?), 6th Oct, 
1668,8th Dec, 1668. 
Presidency of Surat to the 
Court of Directors, 1668- 
69, 

Regulations for Adminis¬ 
tration, 1668-69. 


Mr. Goodior to Sir George 
Oxinden, oth Jan. 1668- 
69. 

Laws of War, 1668-69, 

(Surat Letter-Book, vol, 
lviii. page 91.) 

Sir George Oxinden’s 
measures, and orders at 
Bombay, 1668-69, 


(Bombay Deputy Governor 
and Council ?) to the Pre¬ 
sident and Council of 
Surat, 17th, 20th Mar, 
1668 69 and 1669. 

(Surat Letter-Book, vol. 
lviii. pages 107,110, 117.) 


"] Account of the receipts and disbursements of 
the island of Bombay from 22nd May 1667 
}- to 3rd October 1668, by Mr. Gary, Governor 
j of Bombay. Bruce, XL 237 - 239. 


► Communicating account of the transfer of 
Bombay from the Crown to the East India 
Company. Ditto, 239. 

For the cession of the island of Bombay to the 
East India Company, Ditto, 239. 


f Report of the Commissioners appointed and 
sent fivm 8Unit to Bombay to receive charge 
of Bombay, Ditto, 239-242. 


Reporting tho events and circumstances which 
had attended the cession of the island of Bom¬ 
bay to the East India Company. Ditto, 239. 

Regulations established by Sir George Oxinden 
for the administrat ion of the island of Bom¬ 
bay. On 5th January 1669 ho went to 
Bombay to establish a system for the Civil 
Government of il anft to form a Code of 
Military Regulations for the garrison. Ditto, 
242-43. 

Bearing on the Regulations of Sir George 
Oxinden, Ditto, 248. 


> For governing the Company’s Militia, Ditto, 

) 243. 

Measures which Sir George Oxinden took 
during his month's stay (January 1669) at 
Bombay, and his proceedings there and tho 
orders he gave to the Deputy Governor 
and Council at Bombay, relative to Bombay, 
when Sir George Oxinden left Bombay for 
Surat. Ditto, 244. 

Reporting the steps taken for tho adminis¬ 
tration of Bombay as per orders of the Surat 
President. Tho Bombay Council intimate to 
the Court the necessity to construct three 
small armed Bhips to protect tho import and 
export trade of the island of Bombay, and 
to serve as temporary convoys to the trade to 
and from the Gulfs of Persia and Arabia, 
Ditto, 244. 
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71 

72 


73 


74 


75 

76 
17 


Title end Date. 


Regulations of the Court, 
1669-70. 

Court to the President and 
Council of Bumf, Snd 
Aug. 1669, IQlh, 17th Feb. 
1669-70. 


Presidency of Surat to the 
Court, 26th Nov. 1669, 
23rd Dec. 1669, 30th 
Mar. 1670. 


Bombay to the Presidency 
of Murat, 4th Aug. 1069, 
6th, IGtli Oct. 1669, 2nd 
Nov. 1669. 

(Surat Letter-Book, vol. 
Ivlii. pages 123,14fc, 161, 
103.) 

Presidency of Surat to 
tlie Commissioners at 
Bombay, 1st Nov. 1669. 

Bombay to Surat, 10th 
Nov. 1669. 

Presidency of Surat to the 
Court, 26th Nov. 1669, 
23rd Doc. 1669. 


Subjeot. 


f Regulations of the Court for the Marine and 
Military establishments at Bombay. Letters 
from the Court appointing Mr. Warwick Pett 
to proceed to Bombay to build two vessel* ; 
appointing Captain Smith and Captain, ToU 
derey to act as Engineers ; the Deputy Gover¬ 
nor must strengthen the island so as to prevent 
obstructions from Thaw and Karanja, and 
exact customs from the Portuguese; encourage 
plantations of pepper awl manufactures of 
cloths; claims of the Jesuits not to be held 
valid. Equipments to Surat for Surat and 
its Dependencies, amounted to 1600 tons of 
shipping, and the stock -was worth £100,000. 
Appointed a Council of eight members to 
assist the President of Surat; live of them 
always to resido at Surat. Bruce, IT, 262 - 
266. 

Death of Sir George Oxinden (14th July 1669). 
Provisional apjjointmcnt of Mr. Gerald 
Anngier to bo President of Surat. Measures 
of President Anngier for disposing of the 
Company’s goods and procuring an invest¬ 
ment. Extension of trade required an 
enkrgomout of stock—a proposition recom¬ 
mended by Mr. Anngier to the Court; con¬ 
siderable amount or money borrowed. Til# 
Moghal had banished the Shroffs and Banins 
of Surat on account of some religious 
dispute; this materially injured tho Com¬ 
pany’s trade at Surat; Europe goods required 
in the Surat market. Ditto, 260 - 266. 

Report of Mr. Young, Deputy Governor of 
Bombay, to the Court on the stale of tho 
island of Bombay. He said that tho 
fortifications were improved; the garrison 
required recruits ana accommodation for 
soldiers ; if HajApur be taken possession of, 
it would placo the Company’s trade and 
shipping in a better situation than they weru 
at Bombay or even at Surat. Ditto, 268. 

'j Mr. Aungier, the Surat President, doubt¬ 
ful of the Bombay Deputy Governor Mr. 
Young’s prudence in the administration of 
Bombay, recalls him to Surat. Mr. Young 
resigns (13th Nov. 1669). Ditto, 269. 

Mr. Aungier’s preparation to go to Bombay 
postponed owing to tho Moghal’s suspicion 
that tho English intend to ruin the trade of 
Surat by seizing on tho junks and withdraw¬ 
ing to Bombay. Mr. Anngior orders one of 
the ships to touch at Bombay and take from 
tho Commissioners a full report for tho Court 
on the state of the fortifications, and docks, 
and on the reinforcements required for the 
garrison. Mr. Aungier goes to Bombay 
(January 1670) to establish Courts of Judica¬ 
ture and other internal regulations, Ditto, 270. 
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Commissioners’ report for 
the Court, 1669-70. 


Commission from the Pre¬ 
sident Mr. Aungier to] 
Mr. Master, Util Jan. 
1609-70. 

Presidency of Surat to] 
the Court, 30th *Mar. 
1670. 


Company’s Regulations, 
1660-70. 


Mr. Aungier’s measures,] 

1669- 70. j 

Court to the President and' 
Council of Surat, 11th 
Aug. 1670, 22nd Fub, 

1670- 71. 

Court to the Deputy Gov¬ 
ernor and Council at] 
Bombay, 22nd Feb, 
1670-71. 


Bombay Commissioners’ full repeal fur the 
Court on the stale of the fortifications and 
docks, and on the reinforcements required for 
the garrison- This report states among other 
things that the expenses incurred for building 
the Fort at Bombay woidd require a separate 
fund. Bruee, XI. 270. 

Commission and Instructions to take charge 
of the Company’s affairs at Surat during tlio 
absence of the President at Bombay. Ditto 
dixto. 

Mr, Aungier on going to Bombay publishes 
the Company’s Regulations for the Civil and 
Military administration of tho island of 
Bombay, forms two Courts of Judicature, 
reduces the military establishment, appoints 
Mr. M. Gray to be Deputy Governor with 
three members of Council, and returns to 
Surat. Ditto, 271-72. 

Company’s Regulations for the Civil and Mili¬ 
tary administration of the island of Bombay, 
which President Aungier on his arrival at 
Bombay (January 1670) published at Bom¬ 
bay. Ditto, 271. 

Measures or regulations introduced by Mr. Ann-' 
liter at Bombay and his proceedings the/re. 
Ditto ditto. 

'j The Court amend the order they had given to 
build two vessels at Bombay ; recommend 
caution to bo observed in transactions with 
the French Company or trade; direct Surat 
to avoid partiality to any of the country 
powers ; order the plan for correspondence 
with the Court to be observed by tlieir 
Presidencies and Agencies; confirm Mr. 
Aungier as President of Surat; consign fivo 
ships to Surat and its Dependencies, of 
2000 tons, and with cargoes worthj£100,000; 
recommond that thoir plan of Government 
and Civil and Military establishment 
should be followed ; trial by jury should 
be introduced into the Courts of Justico ; 
send Captain Shaxton with a company of 
soldiers for the defence of the Island of 
Bombay; recommend that a Mint should 
be established at Bombay. Ditto, 2“6 to 
J 280. 


Court's Regulations, 1G"0 J 
71. 

Presidency of Surat to tho 
Court, 20th Nov, 1670, 
16th Dec. 1670 (Post¬ 
script), 19 th Dec, 1670. 


Court's regulations for settling the Government 
of Bombay, for increasing the garrison , and 
erecting a mint. Ditto, 278. 

Shivalji pillages Surat; the Moghal sends addi¬ 
tional force to defend it. These ovonts render 
the trade at Surat precarious. The President 
at Surat infers from this and recommonds to 
tho Court for attention that many of tho mer- 
chants and Banias would resort to Bombay as 
soon as they should be satisfied that tho forth 
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Presidency of Surat to 
Bombay, Oth Sept. 1070, 
88 | Presidency of Surat and 
the Deputy Governor of 
Bombay to the Court, 
20th Nov. 1070, 9 th, 14th 
.Tan, 1070-71, 7th April 
1671 . 

* Bombay to Surat, 20th] 
Dec. 1670. 

President Aungier's Re¬ 
port, 1670-71.' 


89 


90 


91 


93 

94 


95 


96 


97 


98 


Court to the President and 
Council of Surat, 23rd 
June 1071, luUi Mar. 1 
1671-72. 

Court to the Deputy Gov¬ 
ernor at Bombay, 15th 
Mar. 1671-72. 

General letter from the 
Presidency of Surat to 
the Court, 7th Nor. 1671. 

Governor and Council o/j 
Bombay to the Court, 
18th Nov, 1671. 


General letter from the 
Presidency of Surat to 
the Conrt, 10th Jan. 
1071-72. 

Presidency of Purat to the 
Court, 3rd, 23rd Feb. 
1671-72, 6th, 23rd April, 
1672.’ ‘ ' 

Court to the President and 
Council of Surat, 5th 
July 1672, 9th Aug, 
1672, 13th Dec. 1672, 
10th Jan. 1672-73, 28th| 
April 1673. 

Deputy President and 
Council at Surat (to the 
Court f), tho President 


fications and garrison were sufficiently strong 
to protect them and their property. Bruce, II. 
286. 

Mr. Aungier appoints Mr. Gyfford to succeed 
him at Bombay. The bastioUB and curtains 
of the fort had been raised. Mr. Herman 
Bake was appointed Engineer and Surveyor 
General in Bombay. His surveys were to 
bo directed to ascertain the rights to pro¬ 
perty as wall as to the works. A supply of 
three hundred recruitB was required for the 
garrison. Ditto, 288-89. 

j 

President Aungior’g.plan for tho administration 
of Bombay. His report on tho plans for 
rendering the island of Bombay sufficiently 
strong to resist any enemy. His measures to 
strengthen Bombay and increase the garrison. 
Ditto, 288, 294. 

1 Court’s Regulations for Bombay; approval of 
tho appointments of Mr. Gyfford and Mr. 
Babe ; instructions to tho Bnrat President 
> to examino and approve of all plans before 
carrying them into execution; to streng¬ 
then the garrison 150 soldiers were ernbark- 
j od. Ditto, 294-95. 

French fleet causes depression of Surat trade; 
Agent sent to Shivaji to negotiate a treaty. 
Ditto, 300 - 306 . 

Bombay fortifications would be ready next year; 
great- mortality among the soldiers; shipping 
of the island of Bombay as well as of Surat 
exposed to captures by tho Malabar pirates; 
necessity of building and equipping small 
armed vessels for the protection of the trade of 
the island of Bombay. Ditto, 306. 


1 


About trade, and troubles with ShivAji. 
Raise the question whether it would not bo 
wiso to remove the Presidency from Surat 
to Bombay. Ditto, 305 - 307. 


Mr. Aungier’s salary increased. Orders given 
to keep open the trade at the different ports 
subordinate to the Presidency of Surat, for 
which a Btock worth £90,000 is sent ; and to 
avoid, as far as possible, taking the Presidency 
from Kurat to Bombay, Ditto, 313. 

About trado, and troubles from the Sidi and the 
Mughal. Necessity of building an armed 
vessel at Bombay for tho protection of tho 


1 Mr. Aungier’s letter of 10th Jan. 1671 and his proposals of 3rd Feb. 1671 are 
available, 

3 The Letter of 23rd April 1672 is available. 
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being at Bombay, 22nd 
Oct, 1672, 10th Dec. 
1672, 10th, 17th Jan.| 
1672-73, 26th Feb. 1672- 
73,1th April 1673. 1 


99 


100 

101 


President Aungier and the 
Council at Bombay to 
the Court, 14th June 
1672, 7th Oot. 1072. 
Captain Shaxton to the 
Court, 3rd Jan. 1671-72. 
President Aungier and the 
Council of Bombay to the; 
Court, 6th, 11th Jan. 
1672-73,18th, 28th Mar. 
1672-73. 


102 


Court to the Presidency of 
Surat, 13th March 1673- 
74, 3rd April 1674. 

I 


103 


Court's Letters, 1673-74 ••• ! 


104 


Council at Surat to Presi¬ 
dent Aungier at Bombay, 
6th, 7th, 11th Aug. 1673. 


Subject. 


trado and to maintain the English cliaracter. 
Bruce, II. 314-817. 


' Bombay fortifications strengthened; troops 
prepared for action; inhabitants formed into 
a militia; revenue from customs not more 
than 20,000 Xeraphins a year ; difficulty of 
' establishing a mint. Captain Shaxton re¬ 
presented that the garrison would bo inade¬ 
quate to defend the island of Bombay 
j against a European enemy; 600 soldiers 
and proper officers should be sent from 
England; admitted at the same time tho 
immense charges incurred in building the 
fort. Dutch fleet between Bombay and 
Surat, making the inhabitants fly to the 
Portuguese settlements for Bafety. Ditto, 
l 317-319. 

In consequence of the Westminster Treaty 
(17th February 1673-74), the Court enlarge 
their trade, tho equipments to Surat being one 
ship with a cargo worth £10,000 in money and 
£8000 in good3, and three more ships of 
1500 tons; the Court recommend to ihe» 
Presidency of Surat rather to solicit temporary 
protection from tho Native governors tnan to 
incur heavy- charges and uncertain results by 
seeking phinuans from the Eastern Sovereigns; 
three more ships at the end of the season wore 
sent to Surat with a cargo worth £82,000. 
Ditto, 328. 

Court's instructions to Bombay in this year were 
not to enter into any treaty with the Portuguese, ; 
Regulations sent for approval were not approv¬ 
ed ; orders to the Bombay Government were : to 
take all its directions from the Presidency of 
Burnt, to confine itself to the encouragement of 
arts and trade among its settlers, to attend to 
the discipline of tho recruits sent, and always 
to place the island of Bombay in a state of 
defence, notwithstanding the present return of 
peace. Ditto, 328-29. 

After forming an estimate of the charge# at 
Bombay and considering tho advance in the 
prices of goods and obstructions in the mar¬ 
kets daily increasing by opposition from the 
Dutch, an investment for 1600 instead of 4000 
tons would be all they thought would be 
collected ; tho stock of £90,000 from the 
Court was unequal to their order#; besides 
they had to meet daily charges at Bombay; 
they thought little would be left to make pur¬ 
chases. Under these difficulties they referred 
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1 The Better of 22nd 0ct. 1672 is available. 
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105 

106 

107 

108 

109 

no 

111 

112 


Subject. 


President Aungier at Horn 
bay to tlio Deputy Presi¬ 
dent and Council at| 
Surat, 21st Aug. 1073. 

President Aungier and 
Council at Bombay toj 
the Presidency of Surat,| 
23rd Oct. 1673. 

Surat Consultations, 2fith| 
Oct. 1073. 

i 

Council at Bombay to the 
Presidency of Surat, 31st! 
Oct. 1673. 

Presidency of burnt to the 
Court, 14th, lijth Nov. 
1673. 

Presidency of Surat to the| 
Council atBombay, 22nd, 
29th Nov. 1673. 

President Aungier’s Report 
1673-71. 


President Aungier and Ih, 
Council at Bombay to the 
Court, 15th Bee- 1673. 


113 i Account of Bombay, 15th 
' Dec. 1673. 

114 | Council of Bombay to the 
Court, 19th Jan. 1673-7!■ 


115 


116 


General letter from thel 
Presidency of Surat to| 
the Court, 12th Jan, 
1673-74. 

Presidency of Surat and 
the Council at Bombay 
to the Court, 16th, 20th 
Mar. 1673-74, 1st April 
1674. 


the whole matter to Mr, Aungier at Bombay, 
jtnd transmitted to him an account of the 
Company’s quick stock up to August 1073. 
Bruce, II. 337-38, 

Containing Mr. Anngier’s answers to the above 
letters of August 1673 from Surat to him, 
Ditto, 338-39. 

f Probability of an attack on Surat by Shiviiji; 

j Mr. Aungier thinks of removing the goods 
to Swally; anxieties both of the Presidency 

J of Surat and the Council of Bombay, in- 

• creasud by the Sidi’s fleet blocking up the 
liver of K&rauja, and attempting to cut off 
provisions frofn the island of Bombay. 
Ditto, 339-40. 

Sidi's fleet retired ; native merchants with¬ 
drew the assistance they had given him ; 
the Surat Presidency were enabled to raise 
the Its. 30,000 required to place the garri¬ 
son of Bombay in a state of defence against 
any attaok from the Dutch under Van 
Goens. Ditto, 341. 

Describing the elate of the funds at Surat and 
the stale of the island of Bombay with improve¬ 
ments made there and the heavy expenses 
incurred on that account. Ditto, 341-42. 

About the funds necessary to preserve the 
Company’s dead stock and the money requir¬ 
ed for carrying on the purchase and sales for 
inveatmontB ; the causes of the want of money 
and obstruction to trade were said to bn 
general wars in India duo to rivolship of 
shivdji and Aurwngzeb and tlio decline of 
lesser States, and the necessary and unavoid¬ 
able charges incurred in securing Bombay 
uihich when made over to the Company was 
a desert island, but which had been made a 
centre for their trade protected by strong forti¬ 
fications. Ditto, ditto. 

Account of the islaiui of Bombay by President 
Aungier and the Council. Ditto, 343-44. 

State of the trade and the garrison of Bombay. 
Statistical Account of Bombay specifying its 
districts mid divisions and giving an account 
of its inhabitants. Ditto efitto. 

In spite of the difficulties an investment worth 
£104,000 was collected from the Presidency 
of Surat, Ditto, 342-43, 

Alarm of an attack on Bombay or Surat by the 
Dutch fleet under Van Goons; arrival of four 
large Dutch ships ladon with spices. Court’s 
instructions wore required as to what conduct 
should be observed towards the European 
Maritime allies or enemies. Ditto, 343. 
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117 I Court to the Presidont and 
I Council at Surat, 5th 
Mar, 1674-75. 


118 


President’s instructions to 
Mr, IT. Oxinden, 11th 
May 1674. 


119 

190 

12 L 

122 

123 


124 


125 


12C 


127 

128 

129 


Mr.Heniy Oxinden's narra¬ 
tive, 13th May to 13th 
June 1674s. (Vol, XXXI. 
No, 2879,) 

President Aungier and the 
Council at Bombay to 
the Court, 20th Aug. 
1674. 

Deputy President and 
Council at Surat (to Bom¬ 
bay or the Court p), 12th 
Oct, 1674. 

Deputy President and 
Council at 8urat to Bom-, 
: bay, 4th Nov. 1674. 
Goneral letter from the 
Government of Bombay 
to the Court, 12th Nov. 
1674. 

General letter from the 
Government of Bombay 
to the Court, 20th Mar. 
1674-75. 

Goneral letters from the 
Presidency of Surat to 
the Court, 9th, 11th, Jan, 
1674-75, 25th Mar. 1675. 
President Aungier and the 
Council at Bombay to the 
Deputy President and 
Council at Surat, 20th 
Aug, 1671 23rd Oct. 

1674. 

General letter from Surat 
to the Court, 16th Dec, 
i 1674, 

President and Council at 
Bombay to the Court, 
13th Jan, 1674-75. 

Mr. Aungier’s Pules and 
Regulations, 25th Mar, 

1675. (Vol. XXXI. No. 
2939.) 


Subject, 


Ordering that tho Governor Bhould not encour¬ 
age the settlement of any Europeans on the 
island of Bombay but Buch as might be sent 
from England under covenants. Brucu, II, 
357-58. 

Instructions from the President and Council at 
Bombay to Mr. Henry Oxindon to negotiate 
with Sliiva!ji Rrfjn. Among other things per¬ 
mission was to be obtained from Shivsfji that 
the Company’s Agents might make inland 
purchases and sales particidarly at the ports 
opposite to Bombay. Ditto, 363 - 300. 

Narrative of his negotiations with Shivafji. 
Ditto ditto. 


Sending Mr. Henry Oxinden as envoy to Persia 
to revive the English interests in that king¬ 
dom. Ditto, 365. 

I 


About trade and obstruction to it hy Euro¬ 
pean competition and inland wars, and 
' about extending trade by establishing a 
factory at Pafjipur. Ditto,* 366-67. 


i 

Difficulty of carrying out projects for 
oxtending trade owing to want of funds; 
request to tho Court repeated for a larger 
stock. Ditto, 3C6-67. 


For want of money the enlargement of tho 
fortifications postponed; a dangerous muti¬ 
ny in Captain Shaxton’s company detected 
and punished, the Captain brought to trial, 

; Of the tliroo ringleaders, Corporal Fako 
was shot, the others pardoned. This was 
the first example of the Company exercising 
martial law. Ditto, 367-68, 

Improvement of the revenues of tho island of 
Bombay by establishing a mint, farming the 
customs, and introducing excise duties. 
Ditto, 368-09. 

Rules and Regulations framod by Mr. Aungier 
and his Council for tho Custom House at 
Bombay ; one object of this was to apply one 
per cent to defray tho charges of the fortifica¬ 
tions. Ditto, 369. 
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No. 


iao 


131 


132 


Title ami Date. 


133 


134 


135 


130 


137 


138 


130 


140 


Court to the President and 
Council at Surat, 12th| 
,Tuly 1075,8th Mar. 1675 
76. 


President and. Council at| 
Surat to the Court, 10th, 
2fithOct. 1675,17th Nov. 
1675,6th Dec. 1675,17th, 
28tli Jan. 1676-76, 2nd 
Felt. 1075 76. 

President Aungier's Report 
to the Court, 1675-75'- 


Subject, 


President and Council at 
Surat to tho Govomor 
and Council at Bombay, 
loth, 28th Juno 1676. 

Governor* and Council at 
Bombay to the President 
and Council at Surat, 4th 
June 1675, 

Mr. Aungier to tho Depu-' 
ty Governor and Council 
at Bombay, 28th Sept. 
1676. (Vol.XXXl.No. 
2958.) 

Deputy Governor and 1 
Council at Bombay to| 
tho Court, 26tli Nov. 
1C75,8th Jan. 1675 76. 

Court to therPresidont and 
Council of Surat, 28th] 
June 1676, 25th Aug. 
1676,7th Mar, 1678-77. 

King Charles to the Vice¬ 
roy of Goa, 10th Mar. | 
1676-77.1 

Report of the Lords of 
Trade on the petition of 
the East India Company 
relative to Bombay, 23rd 
Feb. 1676-77. 

Letters Patent granted to] 
tho East India Company 


Forming a more regular system of administra¬ 
tion at Surat and Bombay by fixing the rank 
of their servants on the principle of seniority, 
by connecting the Civil and Military Servico 
in a particular way ; fixing tho pay according 

to standing in the service. Bruce, IT, 374 - 377. 
Trade at Surat deprossed from the wars of 
Shivmji and the opposition of tho Dutoh. 
President, Aungier’s report on tho trade at 
Surat and its dependencies. Ditto, 381 - 384, 


Regarding the Civil and Militai'y arhninntrotwn 
required for Bombay. He gives to the Court 
an account of the different classes of the 
inhabitants of the island of Bombay ; speaks 
of the Company'8 great object to render Bombay 
an emporium of trade; recommends measures 
for the encouragement of the trade of the. 
island of Bombay ; makes recommendations 
in connection with the military service. 
Ditto, 384 - 386. 


Relative to the administration and trade 
Bombay, Ditto ditto. 


of 


Tn consequence of wars between Shiv&ji and 
the Moghal and obstruction to trade, the 
Court order to reduce the number of their 
servants at Carnnpoly and Kofi-war, and to 
employ tho smallest number of soldiers to 
guard houses of trade; sent three ships of 
1480 tons with stock worth £97,000; 
orders to Bombay that charges be abridg¬ 
ed. Letters Patent of 5th October 1676 
obtained from the King for establishing 


1 The Letter of 10th March 1676-77 is available, 
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BubjOot. 


141 

142 

143 | 

I 

144 i 

I 

I 

145 l 


for establishing a mint at 
Bombay, 6th Oct. 1676 
(Erroneously printed 
1677.) 

(Printed Collection of 
Charters, page 108.) 

Presidency of Surat to the 
Court, 22nd Sept. 1G76, 
22nd and 23rd Jan. 1676- 
77,18th Feb. 1676-77.' 
Deputy Governor and 
Council at Bombay to thej 
Court, 24th Jan. 167o-77,; 
19th Mar. 1676-77.2 


a Mint at Bombay ; forty additional re¬ 
cruits sent for the garrison. Bruce, II. 
391 - 393. 


Additional Civil and Military arrangements 
adopted for Bombay. Messrs. Gray and 
Gyfford died. Mr. Aungier recommends a 
| Notary to keep a register of private trade. 
Trade of Surat lowered by the deprecia¬ 
tion of bullion ; Surat menaced by Sliivafii. 
j Ditto, 400-401. 

, (Administrative and defensive measures for 
Court to the Presidency ofj j Bombay. Appointment of a Judge for the 

island of Bombay ; encouragement to be 
given to diamond merchants to gottlo nt 
Bombay ; protection to weavers ; supply of 
recruits to be sent, without specifying whe¬ 
ther they wore Germans or English ; good 
soldiers to be promoted to small civil trusts. 

Ditto, 497. 

Death of Mr, Aungier (30th June 1677) and 
succession of Mr. Bolt to the Presidency, 
and of Mr, Henry Oxinden to tile Deputy 
Governorship of Bombay. Ditto, 414-15. 


Surat, 15th Mar. 1677- 
78. i j. 

Court to the Deputy Gov-J'i 
ernor and Council at 
Bombay, 15th Mar. 1677- 
78. 

Presidency of Surat to the 
Court, 1677-78, Mar. to 
31st Aug. 1667 (1677 ?), 
31st. Dee. 1667 (1677 P), 
19th Jan. 1677-78, 6th 
Feb. 1677-78, 13th Mar, 
1677-78, 3rd Apr. 1678. 


146 

147 


Deputy Governor and Conn 
cil of Bombay to the Court,\ 
10th Jan. 1077-78. 

Air. lhnry Gary, Chief 
Justice of Bombay to th 
Court, Jan.and Feb. 1077 
78. 


148 j 


149 i 


Court to the President and| 
Council of Surat, fith, 9th 
Aug. 1678, 28 th Feb. 
1678-79. 

Court to the Deputy Govj 
ernor of Bombay, 28th 
Feb. 1678-79. 


fMr. Henry Oxinden’s report on the state of 
1 Bombay, saying, among other things, that the 
inhabitants of the. islarul of Bombay were 
numerous and of the poorer classes; prospect 
of the island becoming a seat of trade was 
remote; commercial and political import- 
awe of Bombay yxis distant; difficulties of 
bringing it beyond its present narrow in¬ 
fluence were daily increasing. Mr. Oxinden 
and Mr. Gary recommend that a supply of 
at least 150 recruits should be sent every 
year; the fort mis completed, except tbo 
eastern bastion which was being finished ; 
no dependmee coul/I be placed on the Portu¬ 
guese or the Militia. Ditto, 416-17, 
i Presidency of Surat to be reduced to an Agen- 
1 cy; trade to be decreased; equipments and 
stock to be limited; other reductions in ser¬ 
vants to be made; Civil and Military esta¬ 
blishments at Bombay to bo reduced. Ditto, 
422-424, 

V 
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1 &' 2 Letters of 22nd Sept. 167G and 24th Jan. and 19th Mar. 1676-77 are available. 
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150 Presidency of Surat to the j 

Court, 24tli Sept. 1678,i 
Kith Oct. 1078, 7th Doe' 
1078, 21st Jan. l«78-7i),! 
17th Feb. 1078-79, 5th i 
Apr. 1079. 

151 Deputy Governor and 

Council at Bombay to the 
Court, 21st Jan. 1078-79. 

152 Court to tho President and 

Council of Surat, 14th 
July 1079, 29th Sept. 
1079,19th Mar. 1679 80. 
158 Court to the Deputy Gov¬ 
ernor and Council of 
Bombay, 19th Mar. 1679- 
80. 

154 Presidency of Surat to the 
Court, 18th Nov, 1679, 
24th Jan. 1079-80, 8th 
Apr. 1380. 


Deputy Governor and; 
Council nl’ Bombay, to; 
tho Presidency of Buratj 
and to the Court, 7th, 31at 
Dec 1679. 


156 Court to the Presidyicy of 

Surat, lcth July 1080, 
15th Aug.* 1680, 15th 
Mar. 1680-81, 22nd, 25th 
Apr. 1681.’ 

157 Court to the Deputy Gov¬ 

ernor and Council at 
Bombay, 15th Mar. 1080- 
81. 


158 Court to the President and 
Council of Surat, 18th 
Oct. 1680, 


Trade at Surat depressed by the irregular 
wars and the reduction of rank. Difficulty 
of trade at Bombay; the weavers were so 
poor that without Borne advances inanu- 
factnres could not proceed ; the diamond 
merchants could not be persuaded to settle 
at Bombay ; deaths among the soldiery 
were frequent and arrivals of recruits to 
fillup the vacancies were few. Bruce, II. 
I 427-429. 

I The Court alarmed at a new class of inter¬ 
lopers resolve to continue tho reduced esta- 
, blishment at Surat, send short equipments 
and stock for ffkrat and Bombay and con¬ 
tinue their orders for retrencluuonts at Bom¬ 
bay and for increasing the revenues. Ditto, 
463-436. 

Court’s orders for reducing expenditure at 
Surat impracticable; Bombay endangered 
from ‘Sbivaji and others having occupied 
Henery and Kenery Islands; difficulty of 
oxecuting the Court’s orders for reducing 
the Militaiy establishment at Bombay. Ditto, 
441-443. 

Revenue cannot be improved; fortifications 
cannot be discontinued; tl»e workmen would 
leave the island of Bombay and the cultiva¬ 
tion of the land would cease; Court’s ordorB 
for reducing expenditure wore complied with, 
except allowances for tablo money. Ditto, 
44! -444. 

' Court's instructions to Surat on intelligence 
of a large fleet fitting in the Baltic for the 
East Indies. Equipments of 1500 tons 
(three ships) with stock worth £165,000 for 
Burnt and its Dependencies. Diamond 
purchases not to be regarded as private 
trade, hut as a branch of the investment; 
pepper, turmeric, to be kept in store. In 
the event of the President coming to 
Europe, Mr. Child was to succeed him ; but 
as agent only. Directed not to employ 
force to expel Shivafji and the Sidi from 
Henery and Kenery islands, The Deputy 
Governor of Bombay censured for not 
calling upon the Company's ships to assist 
in preventing the enemy taking possession 
of these islands; instructions givon for 
future ; Captain Keigwin and seventy sol¬ 
diers sent as reinforcement for Bombay. 
( Ditto, 446-448. 

Regarding tho prevention of an increase in the 
customs duties by offering a present to tho 
Mughal Governor at Surat. Ditto, 456, 


! The Letter of 22ml April 1681 is available. 
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Subject. 


159 

160 

161 


162 

163 


164 


165 


166 


167 


Presidency of Surat to the 
Court, 24th Jan. 168081, 
11th Apr. 1081. 

Deputy Governor and 
Council at Bombay to tho 
Court, 3rd Dec. 1681. 

Court to tho Presidency of 
Surat, 10th Feb. 1681-82, 
6th Apr. 1682. 


Court to the Deputy Gov¬ 
ernor and Council at Bom¬ 
bay, 3lst Jan. 1681 82. 
Presidency of ifurat to the 
Court, 23rd .Jan. 1681-82,' 


Deputy Governor and 
Council of Bombay to 
the Court, 22nd Sept. 
1682, 8th Jan. 1682-83. 


Court to tho Presidency of 
Surat, 31st May 1683, 
20th July 1683, 14th 
Aug. 1683,6th Sept. 1683, 
16th Nqv. 1683, 12th 
Dec. 1683, 7th Apr. 
1684.1 

Letters Patent granting 
the Company authority 
to exercise Admiralty 
Jurisdiction &e., 9th Aug. 
1683. 

(Printed Collection of 
Charters, page 116.) 
Commission from the King 
to Dr, St, John to be 
Judge of the Admiralty 
Court in Tndia, 6th Fob. 


Trade and revenue of Bombay improving. 
Bruce, II. 457-58. 

Promising the survey of tho island of Bombay. 
Bom, Sec. Pub. Dep, Court’s Letters, VoL I. 
of 1681-1685,29. • 

To conduct the enlarged trade Mr. John Child 
was appointed President at Surat with eight 
members of Council, one of whom was to be 
Deputy Governor of Bombay ; instructions to 
promote the sale of English manufacture®. 
Bruce, II. 460-61, 

Orders for limiting the Civil and Military 
charges of Bombay to a fixed sum; Captain 
Keigwin appointed Lieutenant. Ditto, 461. 

Embarrassed state of Bombay ; administration 
of Bombay difficult for want of a direct com¬ 
munication from the Deputy Governor and 
Council, from occupation of the Hencry and 
Kdnery islands by Shivaji and the Moglrnl, 
from obstructions to trade by the Portuguese, 
and from Samhhaji following up the plains of 
ShiviJfji, Ditto, 472-73. 

Report on the date, of the Talmud of Bombo,y, 
Scimbhaji continued on Kenery Jaland, and had 
ten or twelve armed galivats which inter, 
rupted the trade. Bombay island was kept in 
a state of constant alarm. Aid and instruc¬ 
tions from the Court were required. Ditto, 
488 - 400. 


Court authorized by Charter from the King 
to erect Courts of Judicaturo and establish 
Admiralty Jurisdiction in Tndia. The 
object was to enable .thorn to seize and 
condemn the ships of the Interlopers; the 
„ President was appointed Judge Advocate. 
A Judge of the Admiralty, for Bombay, was 
appointed by the King. The Court was 
to be held at Bombay and was to consist of 
tho Judge and two merchants. Ditto, 
496-97- 


168 

169 


1683-84. 

Com mission from the East 
India Company to Dr. Si. 
John, 7th Apr. 1684. 
Letters, Papers, Commis¬ 
sions, and Instructions 


II 
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1 Got the May July November and April Letters. 
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No. 


170 


171 


172 


173 


174 


175 


170 


177 


178 


179 


180 


Titlo and Date. 


Subject. 


from the Presidency of, 
Surat, relative to the 
island of Bombay; 
Report of Commissioners;! 
30th Nov, 1083, 29th, 
30th Duo. 1683,1st, 5th,I 
0th, 7th, 10th, 14th, 30tli 
Jan. 1(383-84. 

Account of tho Revolt at| 
Bombay, Jan. Feb. Mar 
1683-84, 

Address from the Rovol- 
teiB, and Captain Koig- 
win’s letters to His 
Majesty and to His 
Royal Higlmess the Duke 
of York, 28th Jan. 1083- 
84, 23rd Feb. 1683-84. 
Correspondence between! 
President Child and the 
Revolters, Feb. 1683-8-1. 
(Indian Register Office.) 

Court to the Presidency of 
Surat, 18tli Apr. 1(584,1 
2nd July 1684.1 


Court in (Ijviribay or 
rat P), Feb. 1GS4- 


Su 


Report from the Secret] 
Oommitteo of tho East 
India Ouiupaiiy to King 
Charles II., 10th Aug 
1684. 

Order under the Sign 
Manual to Captain Keig¬ 
win, 23rd Aug. 1684. 

Commission frpm tho King 
to the President and 
Council of Surat and 
Bombay, 25th Aug. 1681, 

Instructions from the 
Secret Committeo of the 
East India Company to 
the Commissioners, 25th 
Aug. 1684, 

Secret Committoo to the 
Presidency of Surat, 26th 
Sept. 1684. 

Commissi on to Captain l’yr- 
rel of His Majesty’s Ship| 
Fhimix, 23rd Oct. 1684. 


Captain Keigwin seizes the Deputy Governor, 
Air. Ward, of Bombay and takes possession 
of the island of Bombay in the name of 
the King. Measures of Captain Keigwin 
on assuming the Government of Bombay. 
Measures of President Child on receiving 
intelligence about the revolt at Bombay. 
Recovery of Bombay impeded by Inter¬ 
lopers. Bruce, II. 512 - 5l7. 


Court’s plans to check Interlopers and lessen 
the charges of Bombay. Commercial instruc¬ 
tions for Bombay, that one-half of their fleet 
should tako in the investment at Bombay. 
Ditto, 522-23. 

Oiviny authority to bey in the. worlc of drnininq 
the nWamps at Bombay, for which proposals 
were sent in 16 7,7, and several surveys were 
made since that proposal. Anderson ’s Eng¬ 
lish in Wcstorn India, (1854), 62-3. 

Secret Committee’s Report on the revolt at 
Bombay. King's order to deliver the island 
of Bombay to tho Company. Commission 
from tho King for taking possession of the 
island of Bombay. Brace, 11. 523.525. 

i 


Measures for recovering tho island of Bombay 
from the Revolters and giving it over to 
the East India Company; transfer of tho 
seat of Government from Surat to Bombay. 
Ditto, 526 528. 


J 


1 The July Letter is available. 
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182 

183 

184 

165 

186 

187 

188 


189 


190 

191 

192 


Title and Date. 


Subject, 


Court to the Presidency of 
Surat, 3rd, 15th, 24th 
Oct. 1684,26th Nov. 1684, 
7th Jan. 1684-85.1 

Presidency of Surat to the 
Court, 10th, ltith, 26th 
April 1681,1st May 1681. 
Presidency of Surat to thu 
Secret Committee, 26th { 
Sept. 1684. 

Captain Keigwin’s lettorl 
to the King, 15th 6opt, 
1684.' 

General letter from the] 
Presidency of Surat to the 
Court, 26th Sept. 1684. 

Dt. St. John, Judge, at' 
Swat, to Min Majesty unci] 
the Pri'cy Council, Surat 
20th Sept. W8/ h 
Dr. St. John’s Official report] 
cm the revolt at Bombay 
Surat 23rd Sept. 16Sj. 
(East India Papora in the| 
State Paper Office, Nos. 
272, 273.) 

Letters and Papers from 
the Presidency of Surat 
to the Company relative 
to Bombay; and Sir 
Thomas Grantham’s 
letters on tho same sub 
ject, 23rd, 30th Oct. 1684, 1 
3rd, 12th, 29th Nov, 
1681,8th, 9th Dec. 1684,] 
0th, 13th Jan. 1684-85. 
Original letter from Sir] 
Thomas Grantham to His 
Majesty, notifying his ( 
arrival in England with! 
Captain Keigwin as pri-| 
souer, 24th July 1685. 
(East India Papers in the] 
State Paper Offico, Partj 
II. No. 20.) 

President and Council of] 
Surat to tho Court, 31st] 
Jan. 1684-85, 16th, 23rd 
Feb, 1684-85. 

Deputy Governor of Bor#.j 
bay to the Court, 5th Feb 
1684-85. 

Dr, St. John to Hia 
Majesty and to tho Duke 


Commercial instructions to f-'urat. Equipment 
and stock considerable. Bruce, 11. 528 29. 


Connection between tho Revoltera at Bombay 
and tho Interlopers at Surat, Captain 
Keigwin sends an Agent to Sambhaji to 
negotiate a treaty for free trado with hia 
dominions. Captain Keigwin moutiona 
this service of his to the King and reports 
that the island of Bombay is supported by 
its own revenues. President Child and his 
Council exerted to prepare an investment of 
Surat goods, pepper, and indigo. A Factory 
established at Telliolieny, Ditto, 536-37. 

Dr. St. John arrives at Surat,as Judge Advocate 
under tlie King’s Commission. Ditto, 538. 


Dr. St. Johns report on the state of tho 
Company’s affairs , and the particular causes 
of the revolt at Bombay, addressed to the 
King and Council. Ditto, 538-39. 


Surrender (1‘Jth November 1684) of tho island 
of Bombay to Sir Thomas Grantham and 
redolivery to the Presidency of Surat. The 
new Deputy Goyemor Mr. Zinzan ratifies 
the pardon; two companies of infantry at 
Bombay formed into three. Ditto, 540-542. 


^■Able raeasuros of President Child to procure 
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1 The 3rd Oct., 26th Nov., and 7th Jan. Letters are available. 
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193 


194 


195 


190 


197 


198 


199 


200 


201 


Subject, 


of York in 
Sir Thomas 


favour ofj 
Grantham, 1 


Bombay, 27th Jan. and 
f>th Bob. 1684-85. 

(East India Papers in thcj 
State Paper Office, Nos. 
274, 275.) 

Court to the President und 
Council at Surat or Bom¬ 
bay , 88th Oct. 1 (185, 23rd 
Dec . 1085, SOtli Mar. 

1680. 

Commission to Sir John\ 
Child, Bart., and Sir 
John Wyhorne, 3rd Feb. 

1684- 85. 

Court to the General 
President and Council at] 
i-urnt, 6th May 1685, 13th 
May 1685. 

President and Council of 
Surat and tho Doputyj 
Governor and Council at, 
Bomhay to the Court,) 
21st, 28th, 30th Apr, 
1685,9th May 1685, 27th) 
Oct, 1685, 27th Jan. 

1685- 86. 

Address of the President! 

and Council of Surat to] 
His Majesty, 27th Jan, 
1685-86. 

Dr. St. J ohn to Sir Leoline, 
Jenkins, Secretary of) 
State, 10th May 1685. 
(East India 1’apers in tho 
State Paper Office, Part 
II. No. 18.) 

Council’s order and Procla¬ 
mation, 11th July ftj86. 
(East India Papers in the 
State Paper Office, Part 
II. No. 21). 


an investment. Unsettled state of Bombay. 
Thirteen ships with large cargo of pepper 
worth R.s. 4,35,700 were sent. Bruce, II. 543. 


Seat of Government ordered to be transferred 
from Surat to Bomhay ; large reinforcement 
of two hundred English soldiers to be sent for 
Bombay ; Company's store to be kept in the 
Castle ; orders for the Internal administva- 
| tion of Bombay ' Ditto, 553 - 555. 

or' Commercial Instructions for Surat, Bombay, 
and Persia. Ditto, 555. 


Bombay not recovered from the effects of the 
revolt; measures in progress for improve¬ 
ment ; the fortifications require repairs and 
additions; the garrison needs recruits. 
Disputes between Dr. St. John and Sir 
John Child, owing to the appointment of 
Mr. Vaux to bo Judge for Civil actions, 
maritime cases only going to Dr. St. John, 
who consequently took part with somo of 
the interlopers. Ditto, 564-65. 


Court to the President and 
Council at Surat or Bom¬ 
bay, 24th Apr, 1686,10th 
May 1686, 14th, 28th| 
July 1686, 25th Aug. 

1686,3rd Sept. 1686,15th, 
22nd Oct. 1686 (Secret), 
6th Doe, 1686, 3rd Feb. 
and 23rd Mar. 1686-87. 

Sir John Child’s Commis¬ 
sion to be General Presi-i 
dent and Director of all 
Presidencies and Forts in 
India, 22nd Oct. 1686. j 


Order of Council with annexed copy of pro¬ 
clamation for recalling all English subjects 
in the service of the Native powei-R in India 
to rotum to Bombay or to Madras within 
six months from tho publication of the pro- 
clamation. Ditto, 569. 


Dutch Batavia example to be followed at Surat 
or Bombay. Mr. Child appointed Director 
General of all settlements in India. Rein¬ 
forcements of troops sent to India, Com- 
mercial orders to Surat to promote the sale 
of English eftths and to increase tho imports 
of silk from Persia, Ditto, 570. 
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TiLle and Date, 


Letters from the Presi¬ 
dency of Surat (to —?), 
3rd July 1088, 3rd Oct. 

1086 , 10th Feb. 1080-87 

(Secret). 


203 Secret Oommitteo's letters, 
1686-87. 


Gcnoral lotter from tho 
Presidency of Surat to 
the Court, 10th Fob. 

I 1686-87. 

Court to the President of 
Surat and Govomor and 
Council at Bombay, 13th 
May 1687, 6th, 8th June 
1687, 3rd, 8th August 
I 1687 (Socret), 28th Sep- 
I tombor 1687, 7th Jan. 
1 1687-88. 


Court to the. General ami 
Council of Bombay, 11th 
April 1688, Ut May 1088 , 
mh July 1088, 27th Aug. 
1088, 27th Sep. 1088, 
8th Oct. 1088 , Stk Dec. 
1088,11th Jan. 1088-89, 
14th Jan. 1688-89,15th 
Feb. 1688-89, 22nd Feb. 
16SS-S9, 19th Mar. 1688- 
89. 


207 General and Council at 

Bombay to tho Court, 
6th Dec. 1688, 18th 
Feb, 1888-89, 7th June 
and 16th Dec, 1689,25th 
Fob, 1089-90, 22nd June 
1090. 

208 Mr. Harris, at Surat to 

tho Court, 27th Fob. 
1089-90,23th April 1090, 
6th May 1090. 

b 1135—62 


Ablo muaaurea of Sir John Child in tho intcrosta 
of tho Company. Ho thought of avoiding 
hostilities with the Moghal, of employing the 
forco, wlion arrived, to attompt tho conquest 
of Siilsotte, and of cultivating friendship with 
Sambhdji. Bruce, II, 676-77. 

Lottera of the Secret Committee brought by the 
3hip TPorcaster to Sir John Child, disclosing 
tho whole of the Court’s intentions and the 
objects of the King and of tho Court in sending 
the armament. Kir John Wyhome’s arrival 
and his being put in possession of Bombay as 
Deputy Governor. Ditto ditto. 

Recommending the trade with Chinn to bo under 
tho management uf Fort Kt. George. Ditto,578. 


Court determine to constitute Bombay a Regen¬ 
cy in imitation of the Dutch at Batavia. 
Kir John Child appointed Governor General 
with control over all Settlements and Fac¬ 
tories. Court’s orders to coin money at Bom¬ 
bay, and for all country ships to take paBBes 
from tho Government at Bombay ana pay 
a duty of rupee ono por ton. Commer¬ 
cial orderB fox Kurat and Bombay. Ditto, 684- 
688 . 

Court ddcrmim to make Bomlxiy tho chief scat 
of trade and power, and reduce, Surat to an 
Agency. Court approve of the Provisional 
Convention with the Moghal Governor of Surat. 
Fortifications of Bombay to be strengthened, 
and duties to be levied to defray the charges. 
Commercial instructions for rendering Bombay 
the General Dep6t of the Company's goods. Sir 
John Child and his Council ordered to reside 
at Bombay, Company’s Agent and Factors 
being kept at SuTatfor commercial intere<mse. 
Ships for Europe were in future to clear out 
from the Fort of Bombay and not from Surat. 
The Court order the Governor of Bombay that 
if he has made peace with the Moghal, he should 
endeavour to take possession of SdUcite. Ditto, 
611-618,625-627. 

"Court's order to occupy Salsetto impracticable, 
and the delivery of their letter to tho 
Moghal inoxpodient. Bombay acts on tho 
defensive ; did not attack tho Sidi’s fleet j 
his fleet made several descents on the island 
of Bomlwiy, in which thoy were repulsed by 
tho English troops. Desertion prevailed 
among tho English troops, Death of Sir 
John Child and succession of Mr. Harris. 
Aurangzeb’s phimian to the Company. Tho 
| Sidi’s fleet and army invade Bombay and 
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209 


210 


211 

212 


213 

214 

210 


210 


Title awl Date, 


Sir John Child to the 
Moghal, Feb. 1688-89. 


General and Council to the 
Deputy Governor of 
Bombay, 7 th June 1689, 
26th Dec. 1689, 22nd 
June 1690. 


Court to the Presidency of 
Bombay, 3ist Jan, 1689- 
90. 

Court to the Prosidoncy of 
Bombay, let, 18th May 
1689, 11th Sep. 1689, 
14th Mar, 1689-90, 
(Commons’ Journals, Vol. 
10, pagoB 345-347.) 


Court to the Presidency of 
Bombay, 3rd Oct, 1690. 

Court to the Presidency of 
Surat, 18th Feb. 169^-91. 

Presidency of *Surat and 
the Governor of Bombay, 
to the Court; and corre¬ 
spondence between Surat 
and Bombay, 30th June 
1690, 30th Dec. 1690, 
loth Jan. 1690-91, 0th, 
20th Feb. 1690-91. 


From the East India Com¬ 
pany to the Portuguese 
Envoy, 18th Mar, 1691- 
92, 

(East India Papers in the 
State Paper Office, Part 
II. No. 22.) 


Subject, 


take possession of Mdhim, Mdzgaon, Sion ; 
tho Governor and the garrison were besieged 
in the town and the Castle. In the midst 
of these events, Court’s recommendations 
to improve the revenues of tho island of 
Bombay could not be carried out. The 
revenues and trado of Bombay were depres- 
^ sed, Bruce, II. 644. 

Difficulties connected with the withdrawal of 
the Sidis from Bombay, Ditto, 665-667, 


('When the accounts reached England of Bom¬ 
bay having been blockaded by the Sidi’s 
fleet, and that Fort St. George was threaten¬ 
ed with a siege, the interlopers took advan¬ 
tage of the times to attempt to cany out 
their wishes of becoming themselves a new 
Company on tiro separate Joint Btock ; the 
present misfortunes wero ascribed by them to 
tho ‘ Misconduct > 0 f the Court of Directors. 
Tho House of Commons resolved, on the 
application of tho interlopers, to have a new 
Company and a now Joint Stock and to 
establish it by an Act of Parliament. Com¬ 
mercial and other instructions from the' 
Court to Bombay to raise the revenue, with 
a view to establish Independent Power in 
India j to render the Port of Bombay of 
commercial consequence to tho Europeans 
and Natives; to complotc the dry-Dock and 
enlarge the harbour. Ditto, 73 - 83, 

Court’s commercial instructions to Bombay 
and Surat. Appointment of Mr. Harris to 
succeed Sir John Child as Governor and 
of Mr. Vaux to be Deputy Governor of 
Bombay ; fortifications of Bombay to be 
improved ; a reinforcement of 150 soldiers 
sent to Bombay. Ditto, 86-89. 

Mr. Vaux and Mr. Cuoke having died Mr, 
Weldon was appointed Deputy Governor of 
Bombay, Mr. Weldon's report on the state and 
affairs at Bombay and the measures required to 
place it in a respectable state of defence. The 
JesvAtd land at Bombay tested for having 
assisted the Sidi in his invasion at Bombay 
The Moghal agrees to pay the English 
Rs. 80,000 as a compensation for the goods 
plundered during the war. Ditto, 93 -96. 

Answor of th<* East India Company to the 
Memorial of the Portuguese Envoy 
relative to the military servicos of the 
Portuguese inhabitants of the island of 
Bombay. Ditto, 105. 
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217 


218 

219 


220 


221 


222 


223 


Court to tho Presidency of 
Bombay and Surat, 13th 
May 1691, 25th Sep. 
1691, 29th Feb. 1691-92. 


President and Council at 
Surat to the Court,»19th 
June 1691. 

Deputy Covcmor and 
Council of Bombay to the 
Court, 27th Oct. 1691, 
28th Jan. 1691-92, 

Court to the President and 
Council of Bombay and 
Surat, 1st April 1692. 


Presidency of Surat to tho 
Court, 11th Jan. and 11th 
Feb. 1692-93. 


Letters Patent, 7th Oct. 
1693. 

(Printed Collection of 
Chart, otb, page 141.) 
Letters Patent, 11th Nov. 
1693. 

(Printed Collection of 
Charters, page 152.) 


Measures for increasing the Military Establish¬ 
ment at Bombay. Bombay again made the 
chief seat of Government, Mr, Harris con¬ 
firmed as Govomor on £300 a year to cany 
out the measures for fortifying Bombay. 
Court approve of the seizure of Jesuits’ lands. 
Increase of revenue deemed necessary. Equip¬ 
ments of this season consisted of five largo 
ships, two or three of them being for Bombay. 
Rs. 40 were to be paid for tho Company’s 
passes. Bruce, III, 103 -107. 
f President Harris and Council reported to be 
taking oifeceual measures to seize on and to 
prevent the appearanco of vessols of inter¬ 
lopers. Bombay defenceless from tho re¬ 
duced state of tho garrison. Commercial 
distress of tho Presidency. Disputes be¬ 
tween t ha Deputy Governor,Council, and the 
Govomor about precedency and being attend¬ 
ed with enaigiiB of dignity. Ditto, 117, 
Commercial instructions for tho season 1692-93- 
Orders to suspend the Deputy Governor 
Mr. Vaux of Bombay; ordera to the Surat 
President net to leave Surat to go to Bombay 
until further orders. Ditto, 123. 

Representing the circumstances of Bombay and* 
intimating tho prevention of the revival of 
Courts of Admiralty and Judicature at Bom¬ 
bay by tho defenceless state of tho Bombay 
garrison. Ditto, 128, 

I New Charter granted to the East India Com¬ 
pany by William III. and Mary. Ditto, 
133. 


Rcnowal of the Charter. Ditto, 135, 
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224 

225 


Letters Patent, 28th Sep. 
1694. 

(Printed Collection of 
Charters, page 169.) 

Court to the Presidency of 
Surat and the Liou- 
tenant General and Go¬ 
vernor of Bombay, 1st, 
24th May 1693, 27th 
Oct. 1693,3rd Jan. 1693- 
94. 1 


|>A proviso added to the Charter, Ditto, 158. 

Sir John Goldosborough appointed General in 
India, and Sir John Gayer Lieutenant-Gene¬ 
ral and Governor of Bombay. Military in¬ 
structions for Bombay. The Governor was 
ordered not to comply with the Portuguese 
demand for customs at Thina and KaraDjs; 
and to keep up tho garrison to two com¬ 
panies of European infantry, for which 120 
recruits wore to be sent on the ships of the 
season ; and to see that the auxiliary Native 
soldiers were as many of them of the samo 
caste as he could engage. Ditto, 140, 


1 Letters of 27th Oct. and 3rd Jan, are available. 



492 


BOMBAY TOWN 


[Appendix ft. 


Appendix II. 

Mtssino 

Kapsrs, 


JSo. 

Title and Date. 

Subject. 

226 

Sir John Gayer’s instruc- 

Probably Court’s instructions to him. Bruce, 


lions, 26th May 1693. 

III. 140. 


227 j Court to the Goneral, Pro-1 Plan for the corregpondonco with tho Court and 
’ " appointment of a Secret Committee for Bhip- 

ping ; all orders sent to India should ho signed 
by the Governor, Deputy Governor, and 
twelve Directors. Commercial orders for 
Surat and Bombay for the season. Court’s 
anxiety to meet the public wishes for increas¬ 
ing tho export of British woollens, Ditto, 
1.60. 

On the state of affairs at Bombay- Be arrived 
at Bombay on tlm 17th May 1601; he found 
the Company’s Government and trade in a 
miserable condition; the revenue had fallen 
from 62,500 to 17,000 Xtraphins, and the 
principal source of it the cocoanul trees from 
being totally neglected had yielded a small 
sum only; the garrison was meat, only one 
hundred English Dutch and French soldiers. 
Sir John Gayer determined to male Bombay 
the centre of the English trade on the west of 
India. Ditto, IGt. 

(At Bombay and Surat commercial proceedings 
fettered by the magnitude of debt and the 
JJVJii J w miw v/vill Vj, leant of stock. Company’s credit lowered 

3rd Oct. 1094,11th, 16th by tho conduct of Mr. White the interloper. 

Bob. 1694-95. Great debts and want of stock caused aijji- 

230 President and Council at 7 culties. Instead of receiving eight lakhs of 

Surat to. tho Court, loth j rupees from Bombay, the Surat Presidency 

Nov, 1694,8th Deo, 1694, receive only three and a half (31) lakhs. 

J The Company’s debt at Surat amounts to 20 

l lakhs of rupees, Ditto, 167. 

231 Court to the Genoral at Commercial ordors for Surat and Bombay ; tho 

Bombay and the Prosi- Bombay fortifications to be strengthened; 
dent andCouncil at Surat, an Engineer sent to direct this service, a 
13th Sept.l69o,i8th Dec. reinforcement of 70 soidierB sent under a 
1695. Lieutenant. Ditto, 183. 

In consequence of an alarm of Rim Rlja’s 
troops, the Dutch and French fortified 
1 their factories, and Sir John Gayer sent 

232 Goneral and Council at twenty topasses with arms and ammunition 

Bombay to tho Court, from Bombay fur the defonco of tire 

28th May 1695, 5th June factory at Surat. Surat President proposes 

1695, 3rd, 29th Deo. that tho principal magazine on the west of 

1696, 3rd Feb. 1695-96, India should be at Bombay under tho 

18th Mar.'1695-96, protection of tho Castle and its garrison. 

233 General and Council at Tho Moghal Governor at Surat sei 7 .es the 

Bombay to the Presi- Company' factory on a large interloping 

dency of Surat, 30th ship becoming a pirate and capturing vessels 

Sept. 1696, 29th Oct. conveying Mahomodan pilgrims. English 

169c, 8th, 19th Nov, trade at Surat at a stand. Sir John Gayer 

1695. offers to be responsible for the safety of 

234 Sir John Gayer to the Mo- the pilgrims between Surat and Mokha. 

gbal, 16th Nov. 1696. ■ Ho is alarmed for the safety of Bombay 


siuoutr ana council at 
Bombay and Surat, 6tli 
Juno 1694, 6th March 
1694-95. 


228 Sir John Gayer's report). 
1691-05. i 


229 Goneral and Council at 
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235 

230 


237 


238 


President and Council of 
Surat to the Court, 29th 
April 1695, 13th May 
1695, 10th April 1695-96. 

Presidency of Surat to the 
General and Council of 
Bombay, llth Sept, 
1695, 12th, 25th, 30th 
Oct. 1695, 12th, 30th 
Nov, 1695, 22nd Dec. 
1695. 

President of Surat to the 
Moghal, Jan. 1695-96. 


Court to the General and 
Council at Bombay, 4th 
May 1696, 1st, 17th July 
1696, 7th, 27th Aug. 
1696. 


itself, owing to the harsh treatment of pas¬ 
sengers in the Moghal’s Bhip haying ex.- 
asjveratod the inhabitants as well aa tho 
Moghal, and owing to Bombay Island 
not being in a situation to make a proper 
defence, the garrison being reduced to 110 
Europeans, and even this small force being 
sickly. A Vakil Issa Cooly, iH sent with a 
present to t-lio Moghal to vindicate tho Com¬ 
pany and to solicit a phirman. Military 
establishment at Bombay from the low state 
of tho revenue to be farther reduced; 
tho outforts also roduoed to five MShim, 
Sion, Siwri, Mhzgaon, and Warli; a battery 
on each side of Malabar Hill ia proposed to 
. be erected. Bruce, III, 174-196. 


App^ving Sir John Gayer’s measures for 
the release of President Annesley and his 
Council at Surat; ordering Bombay to be 
made the principal magazine of tho Company’s 
treasure and Btores. Informing Sir John 
Gayer that the Company would have been 
established by an Act of Parliament, but for * 
the Parliament’s Resolution to raise 
£2,500,000 to meet the expanses of war by a 
Land Bank. Ditto, 200-205. 


239 


240 


General and Council at 
Bombay to the Court, 
1st, 10th June 1696,22nd 
July 1696, 15th Oct. 
1696, 15th Jan. 1696-97, 
19th Feb. 1696-97, 4th 
March 1696-97. 

President and Council at 
Surat to the Court, 19th 
June 1696, 4th Aug. 
1696, 3rd Sept. 1696, 
20th Nov. 1696,5th, 15th 
Dec. 1696, 15th Jim 
1696-97,6th Feb.1696-97 
19tli Mar, 1696-97. 


Obstruction from piratos and interlopers. 

Sir John Gayer again offers to arrange to 
► convoy tho pilgrims to Mokha. Company’s 
ships taken by piratos. Reduced situation of 
tho garrison at Bomba/. Ditto, 207 - 215. 


241 


242 


Court to the General and 
Council at Bombay, 16th 
April 1697, lBt Kept. 
1697, 1st Oct. 1697, 5th 
Feb. 1697-98, 10th Mar. 
1697-98. 

Court to tho President 
and Council of Surat, 
23rd April 1097, 10th 
Mar. 1697-98. 




Court’s instructions regarding trade. Apply 
to tho King to send a force to tho East 
Indies to destroy the pirates, so harmful to 
the continuance of tho East India trade. 
Equipments to Bombay of two ships to bo 
increased to ten. Court’s instructions for 
tho separate administration of Bombay and 
Surat. Court fix. tho value of money coined 
at their Bombay and other settlements. 
Ditto, 222-227. 
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243 General and Council at 1 Affairs at Bombay and Surat and their De- 

Bombay to tho Court, pendencies, continue precarious ; oppres- 

11th April 1697, 10th sion of Moghul Governors; probability of 

May 1697, 30th Oct. Civil wars on Aurungzeb’s death ; increase 

1697, 30th Nov. 1697, of piracies; Sir John Gayer and the Surat 

15th, 18th Dec. 1697, President recommend to the Court to make 

12th, 20th, 26th Jan. an application to the King for a Comma- 

1697-98, 20th, 23rd Feb. - sion to approhend the pirates. The em- 
1697-98, 10tli Mar. barrassments of the time make trade diffi- 

1097-98. cult. Hazardous state of Bombay, Sir 

244 President and Council of John Gayer reporting the means of defence 

Surat to the Court, 2nd, and tho resources to bo unequal; garrison 

21atApril 1697,4th May weak; trade exposed to hoavy duties. 

1697, 12th Jan. 1697-98, Pepper trade at Anjengo equally precarious. 

12th, 14th Feb. 1697-98. j Bruce,III. 223-240. 




ESo/omon. Engmeers. 






